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6 The Reliance World 
Cup cricket 
tournament is the 
dream project of Anil 
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World C’up and ot her 
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lu.st a low ot the names 
that are u-siny sport foi 
the promotion ol their 
commodities Hahul 
Chandarwakai meets 
.some of the people who 
Fielieve 
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ira 3 'he Airlines 
f ■■ GoldC'iiji 
W fcxitbnll 
tournament ended w'ltli 
mo re tha 11 a lia n g St i eet 
v'.olenec. stones razors 
et all came out alter Flast 
Bengal lieat 

Mohaminerlan Sport in g- 
at Calcutta 'I’he violence 
has g-nt to oe stojiped 
Are ttiere any .'inswers*^ 
Will the F.uroiiemi wav 
of dealing with soccer 
■ Jtjr»hgans be* workanle 
in india'^ Suprakash 
Gbashal and Rohit 
ft^'^jiiath report 
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A Raw Deal 


T he 1987 San tosh Trophy 
has exploded the myth of 
Bengal’s superiority in 
Indian soccer Though 
Bengal ultimately won the trophy, 
the moral victory went to the 
young and talented Kerala outfit 
(average age 22) who were the 
best team on view, The,y 
completely outplayed the more 
fancied Bengal in their semi-final 
encounter and actually won the 
match, but a cruel and blatantly 
partisan umpiring decision 
contrived a draw and eventually 
ensured Bengal's entry into the 
finals, via the tie-breaker The 
way the organisers ti-eated the 
guest teams was al.so disgraceful 
While the pampered players of the 
host team weie pul in liotel-rrKims 
costing Rs 400'- per day, the 
Kerala pUiyers. for instance, were 
huddled together in groups of 
five, in dingy and lU-ventillated 
rooms with dail.v rent.s of not more 
than five rupees 
TN ML'NON. 

Banffa.lort- 

EmoUonal Defence? 

1 DIDN’T find anything 
outrageous in Sabir Hussain's 
views on television commentators 
(March 18-24) that SunitaSiiiha 
was so upset about (April 22-28) 

Dr Nai otUiin Pun may be an 
encyclopaedia on cricket tint does 
his encyclopaedic knowledge 
entitle him to talk like a radio 
commentator on television‘s 
Besides, what are the experts lor''’ 
Dr Pun may have a lot to say but 
he makes them sound like 
sermons and who has the patience 
to listen to them for five da.ys"^ 
ASIFRIZVI. 

Shillong- 

Getting Old. And Better 

CONGRATULATIONS to Chris 
Elvert for her stupendous display 
in the final of Virginia Slims at 
Houston when she lifted up her 
150th title in last 16 years. Trul.y 
a remarkable performance from a 
veteran who has had her share of 
injuries 

Let’s hope for an identical 
flawless tennis from the 




32 year-old TennisQuct’ii in the 
l'’ren( h Open when she will be 
facing Ixith, her arch rival 
Martina Navratilova, and the 
sensational 17-year-oki Sicffi 
Graft 
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Bad Behaviour, Good Stoi^ 

YOUR cover story. “Taniruni.s 
(Sportswor-W 291 h Apr- 5 th May) 
was thought iirovoking The h'.-iin 
owing to the Ing pri/e-muii(‘v that 
isoffei'ed tr.v towiu (he conie.st bv 
hook or by crook It i.s evideiit bv 
the fact that bad behaviour is 
prominent in tennis, cricket and 
football 

To reduce untoward iiieidents 
on the field.s the amount ol monev 
involved ought to Ik' reduei‘d and 
strict di.sciphnaiy measures have 
to lx‘ adopted Fla.yers of the likes 
of Javed Miandad and .John 
Mc'Eiiroi’ shoulfl lx* banned 
B HANRSIl. 

.JiinishcdpLir 

Only Mediocre 

K 1 jADE;H Satin 1 lu.ss.tni .s let tei 
aliout eoniment.dors (Mai 18 21 
set me thinking There is 
.somettnng umque aliout tli<'iu 
Ell St ther('i.sl)i N.iiottani I'uii 
He Ic'aves no stone unturned m 
make hi.s pieseiu felt when g.iveri 
the microphoiK' Then Akash l,al 
The‘dc.si Anirn'iean wh<i 
despermely t rie.s to talk with .i 
Yankee aeemit .nut dishe...out 
.something that isueitliet halwa 
nor hamlmrgi’i Kishore Hhmiani 
may bea re.s|)ettahles|«itts 
joiiriialist but whi'ii it comes to 
enekt'toommentai,\ lieeon.sideis 
tuinsult ail authunt.v on tlie game 
In tact, the above meiit loiied 
gentlemen t ly.to make sine tli.it 
theexperfsv\ ill not iiave much lo 
•say (‘omnientator.s should lell t 'k 
viewers how the g.ime is lieing 
pla.ved and not how it sh.oiild he 
player!, and what thr'v think of it 
The finer point.s of ttie game 
stiould br‘ left to the exjiei ts 
The spotfiglit 111 iheRelianee 
Cup will not lx> hog-ged hv t he 
eneketersonly Th»' atKive 
montionru eomniCMitators will 
surely want tohavea jaeeeof the 
cake too I don't luiiierstand how 
SuniUiSinha wants i he view.vrs to 
resfieet a buneh ol i i emely 
rnedicKire eonimuiitalors H‘M 
letter 111 Sportswoi /iT/tApi 22 281 
sugge.sf.s that .shebelieves in the 
volume and quantity ol 
commentary and not its qu.ilit i 
SUMir DAS. 

Asfiiim 
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Some 
feel that 
Reliance will 
end up with a 
couple of 
crores in 
their kitty, 
but the 
Executive 
Director 
himself feels 
differently. 
“We might 
cover our 
costs, but I 
don’t think 
we’ll really 
make a 
profit. 

Anyway, that 
doesn’t 
concern me” 


RELIANCE WORLD CUP 1987 


ANIL AMBANI’S 
DREAM PROJECT 

He is the 26 -year-old Executive Director of 
Reliance Industries. Confesses that he has not 
watched a cricket g'ame on television or 
followed radio commentary. Yet it was his idea 
to sponsor the World Cup in India and he is 
sparing* no effort to ensure that the 
tournament is a resounding success. 

Barry O’Brien met him in Bombay 





W HILE Kapil Dev struggled to 

uncork the champagne bottle on 
the balcony at Lord’s, Clive Lloyd 
looked the other way. To hide a 
tear, he later admitted. 

Some said it was the greatest day since 
Independence Others felt it was the 
finest moment in India’s sporting 
history Everybody agreed it was a time 
to go wild The night deserved it 
Ask anyone what they were doing that 
historic moment when Jimmy Amarnath 
brought one back to trap Michael 
Holding in front of the wicket all of four 
years ago and they’ll tell you “I danced 
barebody on the street". "We partied all 
night long”. “I distributed sweets’’, “I just 
cried myself to sleep ’’ 

Every Indian—cricket-crazy or 
not—remembers what he did that 
historic night of as June 1983 as if it all 
happened a week ago Did 1 say every 
Indian” Well. I was wrong There is one 
person among us who cannot remember 
where he was or what he was doing on 
that very special night 1 le does not 
recollect watching the game on television 
or even t Lining in to the comnieiit<ary 
But that was four years ago 

T oday , lour yeais later, he is tlii> man 
behind it all The key person behind 
the extravaganza that will be th'- 1987 
Reliance World Cup The man who made 
sure that the World Cup would come U) 
the subcontinent The man who promises 
“It’s not going to be just another oi-ieket 
tournament It's going to be much, much 
more ” 

And Ambcini, the Execut ive Dii’ccior ol 
KeJiance Industries, t he spon.sors of the 
fourth World Cup cricket toiirnanient. 
suddenly finds himseH'at the cenl 'e of it 
all. CLKirdinaling, advising travelling, 
the 26-.vear-old businc.ssman is working 
overtime to make sure That the event will 
bf^ “remeniberod for a long, long time ' 
What is probably most surprising 
about Amliain is that he has never reallv 
beenacncket buff apart tiorn doing 
wieketkeeping duty for school team 
“But that's all ’’he admits “1 ve never 
been one ol‘ those 
getting-up-al-four-o’clock-in-the- 
morrimg-to-hoar-tlie-commentary types 
You can’t even call me a casual follower 
of the game, I suppose you can put me in 
the category of people who ask the score 
occasionally ’’ 

But things liave changed And so has 
Anil Ainbani Ever since Reliance signed 
the sponsorship papcr.s with the 
India-Pakistan Joint Managing 






Legendary cricketers of yestei'year will 
be on the VIP invitee list. High on the 
priority scale will be two knights: 
Bradman and Hutton (left) 

Conuniliee ( IPJMCk Ambani has 
become- predictably—lot more cricket 
conscious In lii.s own words, “I now 
know all that’s liappeniiig ni the cricket 
world I think I ought to " 

W HAT made Reliance sponsor an event 
they knew so little about ’ It'.s the 
proverbial long story and it goes back 
some year.s to mid-'H.''i to be prfK'ise The 
International Ci icket C’onferencc 
disiJosecl at its meeting that England 
would not host the Workl Cup a lourth 
consecut ive tune Prudential A.ssuraiK’C. 
the sponsors for tlielirst three event.s, 
were not nilei'ested any longer Neither 
was anyone else The Indian and 
f’akistain Board.s immediately made a 
loint bid lor tlie tournament The ICC 
agreed Audi lie race was on 
It was onlv then that we got 
interested.’’.savsAmbani “Wewould 
obviously not have been interested il the 
event was being !.• Id outside the 
siitK'ontinen' But I must admit that at 
that stage we liad only thought of 
getl mg iiivcilved in a small way Sponsor 
a part of il maytx' Nothing more’’ 

Whose id -a was it to go I he whole hog 
and sponsf the entire evciit'-’ For a 
moment you get t hi' impre.ssion t hat 
Ambani isn’t reallv interested in 
answering the question A little 






Invitatioiis 
have already 
been sdnt to 
I legendary 
personalities 

generations 
gone by. 
Ambani wIM 
travel ail the 
way to 
Adelaide te 
personally 
bivltb Sir; 
Oofiald 
Bradman for 
* the 

toumameht 





1987 


It is true 
that 

Doordarshan 
has spent 
around Rs 30 
crores in 
importing 
equipment 
and on 
sending 
technicians 
to Australia 
and England 
for training, 
but it 

remains to 
be seen 
whether the 
coverage 
will improve 
to such an 
: extent. 



persislfix'f di)(fs till'inck ai.d hclciuki. 
away .is he says. Wc'l. J lit,pc I'rii not 
.sounclinp 1(10 lj<ja,st till, liiii it was niy 

nil'.I 

'I’hat w.i.soiiK llic hppiiminp 
(Jl)viou.sly a iiiimljcrol 
coinpaiiK's britli Iiuiiari and torcif'ii. 


‘That’S The Only 
Question I Will Not 
Answer” 

A NIIj AMBA.N1 did not h(;.sitato to 
answer .my of tho qiiosl ion.s (and 
11ll'll' worn many) piil to him by 
Sfiortsiworld. Hut no amount of 
persiia.sion rnuld make him chaiiB’e 
I Ills niiiid on tins one ‘'Ask mo 
: aiiv lh;nf^ t'lsi'.' wa.s hi.s reaction when 
I a.ski'd whom he Ihoug'ht should be the 
i Indian caplam for the Reliuiieo Cup, 
lie admitted. "1 have niy preference, 
hut I pi ('(or keeping it to myself 
Wli.ii about predicting which of the 
teams will maki' it lo thefmaf 
Ainhani seemed ni'niientarily at a loss 
foi woidsljclon* he blurted out. ‘Tin 
.sure i)V(*r 7uo inilhun Iluiians w'cuild 
'W ml an haha Pal.i.stan lin.d, and I'm 
oiK' o! them " 


The presence of contemporary giants will 

be a major draw, but the prospect of an 
India-Fakistan final is more than merely 
interesting 

wei'f'goiJU’, lo make I'vci y ('ttofl to hag 
till'tag of spon.soi'lui'iti<. iiio.st miportaiil 
erickei hinipi'iiing'in th(’world Among 
the ])rotmnent front runnel s W('i'(' 1 Ik.' 
Hindiijas llindu.slan Ia'Vi'i (liindlavs 
Hank ytandard and C'htu teri'd hank 
Hehancf' seemed lo Ik.' out v flu' d.irk 
horses, nothing mon; 

It wasanybodv sCup And d was .it 
t Ins stag’!' lhat 1 he Ambain business 
acumen came into pia v Ki'veral oflcrs 
were made to t lit' IRIMC. but Hi'laincc 
was one up on the rest Not only was it 
wiltmg- to cougli up several (one really 
doesn't know the exact figure and no 
one's tell mg. anyway) crores of rujx^es. it 
was also of'lermg lo accept the I'lsks and 
headaches of selling advertising- space at 
the venues It was a package deal which 
the IIMMCJ thought of as worthwhile and 
('ouldn’f refuse 

The deal alsoon.'-’uri'd thal local 
assiKaations would not have to sell 
•billlK ,) rd .space to prospect ivc 
advertisers Koliance has bought off all 
the ail vei'tising space. 12O0U-i't m each 
olThe fourteen venue.s in India as well as 
400 feet in cac-h of the seven grounds hi 
Pakistan 7'his. added to the fact that 






“ABackup Plants 
Ready” 

W HAT happens if I’olations between 
India and Pakistan take a turn for 
the worse? When the question was 
asked at a press conference alter botJi 
countries had aB:reed to jointly host 
tlte event, a member of the Pakistani 
Board had this to say “Even if 
something like that liappona J am sure 
the people of Pakistan and India will 
ask their governments to hold on for a 
while and continue the war after the 
tournament is over. ” 

Have the sponsors and the 
organisers thought of a way around 
that eventuality’^ Ambani replies, 

"Yds. there is a complete backup plan 
to have the entire tournament in India 
in case relations deteriorate between 
the tivo countries. India is capable of 
doing it alone ” 


India-Pakistan cordiality no longer 
worries the organisers, but there is a 
special contingency plan in case the 
situation deteriorates 

lidlance wa.s providing iL'ac;y cusli loi 

(he llMMt' was wliat < lindiril tlK'ilc.il 
for tlii.s musJirouming loxlilc giant 
Ainbani liini.sell adniitslhril tliosotVKj 
factors probably ('n.snicd t lie tournament 
wa.s going to fie played for the Rdianci' 
Cup and nothing else Ever since the deal 
was signed it has been one mad i usli 
iigamsl time Tliougli Ambani el.nms he 
IS no Peter Uobei’rolh a.s fie is 'only 
ke-eping in loucii with everylKiciy 
eoneorned, and nol lung d.se" there .seems 
to be little doubt • mt he has a .say in 
almo.sf everything tlial eorieenis t he ('up 
From planning theofx'iiing ceremony 
to suggesting a de.sign foi IheCup tlie 
sponsors liave got tlienisdves working 
on every l■ltncatpdetail that must be 
taken care of to ensure that the 
tournament goes off without a hitch 
Experts are doing then rounds and 
checking out whetlier facilities at tlu; 



Ambani cites 
another 
reason for 
the total 
Reliance 
involvement. 
‘There is no 
major 
sporting 
event 
coming to 
India for at 
least 

another ten 
years, 
maybe 
longer. This 
was 

therefore the 
best 

opportunity 
to make a 
big entry into 
sport and 
this is only 
the I 
beginning. | 






Ambani 
personally 
visited the 
Eden 

Gardens on a 
hectic 
four-hour 
stopover in 
Calcutta last 
month and 
also met 
West Bengal 
Chief 
Minister 
Jyoti Basu to 
get a 

rundown on 
the progress 
Imlng made. 


What WiU The Cup 
Look 


T Hh'i desij?nefl the* J* IKA Woj Id (Tup 
’rh( V designed tlie America's Cup 
And their latest prujot t is deoigning- 
the Helunc e Wui Id Cup 
Ger.it d the most lanious name ui 
t he business has iKsm given a detailetl 
•let dl guidelines loi this proiuct and 
on then part havt also submitted a 
bluppiintut vdiat they think the Cup 
should like C)lli< lal appivival will only 
be given at tlu ICC meeting in Ixindon 
on 3(> June 

The 1 xac t design ot tht Cup is toi> 
secret but om can hazatd a gut ss 
based on tin guidelines of the 
sponsois 11 has to bc‘in the* shajn of a 
Cup not a plaque oi a shield The 
omhlt ms of the two ficui'ds (Paki*-! m 
and Indi -11 should be on eithei side of 
the Cup '1 he flagsnn mimatun i of all 
eighl panic ipat mg countries stiould 
find a piommeiit plac con (he ti ophv 
'I hi Ktliaiiit emblem wih piobablv be 
at t he top 

ludging b\ thestandaidsthat 
tietaid set youcanexpectapioriiitt 
?t<.m|x*d with class Chances an you 
won t get to si'e it till the toui n.mieiU 
a< 1 Uiillv Ixigins 


var lou*-vt nuL*- in sitisluloii Amliiiii 
(ursonill visit! d till tdinliudin on i 
hr(til four hout stopovc r in t .ilt iilt i 1 ist 
month Old ilso m< I V^i st hi iig it ( Im 1 
Ministei Jyot I H isu to gi t i i iinilow n i n 
thi jiiogn iS lx mg in nil 

lliin willalsihf 1 ttioiough si T utinv 
ol hole 1 in tlu i ilu s th it willlii hosting 
(upinatihi I 111 Slum -.111 s will iNolx 
SI lullng If ])ii SI ni it ivi s to ol hi i 
p II til ipaling i oiuiti u s to gi t 
11 isun rill Ills tJui gi ni 1 ll\ lx hi ii If cl 
on till It pn fi If mi sami t istt*- 

Kf h Hill 111 f II pn par ing thi list ol 
spi 11 il inviti I s Invitations have ilnadv 
Ixi 11 St nt to li g( nci ii \ 11 ii K ' mg 
(x isoiialitu sol gi lu 1 itjons gom b\ 
Aniliam will ti ivi 1 ill tlu wav toAdclaidi 
lopiisondiv nivitf Sii lion Id Bt idman 
toi Ilu louiii mil nt Wlulhii Ihi Don 
w ill gi u I 11ll ot ision w It h in*- pn sem I 
isaiiotlu 1 iiialii I iltogftlui foi tlu 
7*1 vt II old litx s nut liki ti ivtlling 
Hfjwivii then isnocitnl) tliit Atnbani 
Will lx at his jx I suasivI In i 

Ambani t xplaius i lui iiivolveinc nt 
witli tlu touin iment isdifli n nt fiom 


Pi udential s All thc^y did was pi ovide 
money and * he 1 1 ophv On i s is a fa r 
gieatet cx e nitnu nt Ihtloi.U 
associ.itions aif taking care ol the actual 
luuinng ol tfic mate hes with the If’JM(' 
CO oidinating tlu iuiuiing of the 
tourn.ini( lit Uean involved with things 
non ( nc ki t and an Ilu ir fun taking all 
piocautions Any kuiplioli might iftlect 
badlv onus the sponsois 

T lir qui St ion evt i s body s <iskmg is 
WIU till I tlu sponsois Ilf going IcJf'iid 
upnidkiiig ipiotit 1 hough most jHXiple 
si'em to lei I tJial ht It.uii i will f luf up 
withaioujih ol ( I on s in t lu II kitty the 
Lxfc ulivi Dm I till hull si H si t ms to le< I 
dilli lemlv Wi iniglit i ovi i ail oiii 
losts lusiys but 1 doll t think wf 11 
leallymaki ijimiit Anvwiv thit 
doesji I I out f 111 iiu 

If th It tv tlu ( isf vvliv did lu opt loi it 
1 1 tlu til t pi ii < ( In t lu Ik iI it 
obviouslv Ixi.iu'-i )tllu null i,.i ttii 
conipinv w is < omg If ^ > t V\ nli it 
simullaiu uislv tlu f lodv* 11 f spoil* 

1 ms till w )i 111 ov( I Ai lb nil I ili 
motlu I 'I IS III toi tlu I >1 il Hi Ii uu i 
iiivolvimfiit Inin is lu ni i|oi spin t nig 
evi lit < orniiu t* Ind i tot it l m motlu i 
It n \ I I s n a\ 1)1 I III I 1 I In \ e 
tlu If toil tlu III iop|ioitui itv to in iki i 
bigintiv into iioC i d'lm isonlv tlu 
lx gill 111 I f. \Vi mti nd t if it mvolvul 
I Vf II tul till I 

\A ith Itidi 1 tliml* iiifi ot III il Mil I bid 
fill tlu J‘lOti ()lvn pi tlu olivious 


World Champions 
vs Rest Of The 
World 

T UI- etiluec ticketing woiId will ; 

assemble lot I lie Keluiiu e Cup limil ; 
to bi played .it tht Eden (Jardenson « 
Novembt'i 

But the game that might well be the ^ 
match of the season w ill be scheduled 
a day or two after the final All eight 
teams will bo assembling in Calcutta 
two to plgy in the luial the other six to 
watch it The day dSlei the final will be , 
a rest day and t vvo da vs later the Eden 
Gardens will be f\Ued once again to 
capacity The woi Id champions still 
lecoveiing from victor-v hangovers 
will take the 1 leld once agaiit Their 
opfionoiits? Hold your breath, all you 
orioket devotees Then* opponents wUi 
be a Heat of t he World aide ^ 






Dhii ubhai Ainbani with sons 
Mukcsh (lelt) and Anil Heliancp intend 
to (;et involved in sport The Woi Id Cup is 
only the f ii st step 

qui'stioii i \A/lit th< r H« li iiit < would \h 
inttteslf d 111 sponsoi me in^v(nt il Ui it 
maeniludi (Jhvus dcell uiily b« 
mtufstcd Wt would 111 1 ict lit ktenon 
mylhine nia)oi lint (onu to Indi i l« it 
Woild CuptootbiU till Olympicsoi 
dnythiiiff else A ir liable some e iiiloitiis 
us that Keiidiit e wt i c t«v» ii appi oac lied to 
sponsoi lh« WoildT iblc Tiiinis 
Ch uupionsliips htld in New Ikdhi cai hti 
this yc'ai as w« 11 as the Himalayan Cai 
Rall> 

1 hat alone pi oves t hal the R* liante 


drilwithtla inch in tiid 1‘ikist u i 
f I K k( t Uoaids h IS it(« ivi d th< ijipioval 
of othei oie’an seisloo 1 his veil) nisuii 
that Rt h i It 1 is ei' c n Tii si pi i ji it % wht n 
set king sponsoi s loi otlu t nniKiit nit 
spoiting ev( nt‘ 

But will thi U iiaiui inv ilvimmtvcith 
spoil be ie‘tiii li cl only In sponsoi mg 
maioi ‘poi ting events and not lung 
moic ’ On he fai c of it thi answt i is no 
Theie ai t blue pi nits foi sc holai ships toi 
Indian yi iiigstei s All thesi sc he ines 
will howl\ei be second pnontv lillthi 
end ol the vt n 

I he pi inu c oncei n now is thi cpialit v 
of television covi i jpi foi the Reliance 
Woild ( up and the sjionsoi '.ate ac iiti 1\ 


With India 
thinking of 
making a bid 
for the 1996 
Olympics, 
the ebvioits 
question is 
whether 
Reliance 
would be 
interested in 
sponsoring 
an event of 
that 

magnitude. 
Said Ambani, 
“We’d 

certainly be 
interested. 
We would in 
fact be keen 
on anything 
major that 
comes to 
Indiai be it 
World Cup 
football, the 
Olympics or 
anything 
else” 









On the face 
of it he 
(Ambani) 
may appear 
a trifle 
over¬ 
confident, 
but a closer 
study 

reveals that 
the man is 
well aware 
of the 
numerous 
hassles that 
keep 

cropping up 
during such 
an event. “I 
never 
considered 
this project a 
risk. I was 
always 
aware of the 
problems 
and that they 
buld keep 





awai'Cf)! tins 'I’Ikmv is not lunt> wn<;in 
cloaliont It ' Ainhani itflnnts "It isiiptn 
1 )nij|-d.irshim 1 tnakc it pwirl )t)l)of it ami 
wi’.iic tan Iv ((infirli'iit lliat they will 
liricis it clifficnlt in tins rt'S()<-( t to 
share t he opt imisni uf t he sponsoi's and 
the laith they have 111 DiKirriarshan It is 
true that Ddoi-darshan has spenfaronnd 
Ks ,'if) erores in nii[)ort in^j equipment anrl 
sendiiit’ teeliniciaiis Ui Australia and 


Who’S Handling 
Ticket Sales? 

R eliance have undertaken the 
responsibility of designing and 
printing tickets for the World Cup 
matclies, but who is handling the 
distribution and sale of these tickets'’ 
Anil Ambani folds his hands above his 
head as he replies. "We have nothing 
to do with this aspect of the 
tournament. The Jl’JMC and the 
encket boards of the two countries 
will handle the ticket jhanie/a I have 
already received several requests for 
tickets but all I'm doing is filing thorn 
awa.v 1 do not intend to have a single 
ticket with me I'll have a txidge for 
myself, that's all.” 


England for training, but it remains to be 
seen whether the quality of covei age will 
improve to such an extent 
For .some strange reason the prime 
issue of television rights had stdl not 
been resolved when this issue went to 
press For preci-selv tins reason, not a 
single prospi'etivo nversea-s client has 
bought advertising space at any of the 
grounds This resulted in a rumour 
doing : ho rrmnd.s I hat the sixmsors were 
cutting rates hecau.se of the lack of 
pi'ospectiveadvei’lisc'rs The cost of one 
billboard advet ti.sement i.s as high as Hs 
2.‘j laktis while I 111'slat ii.s of ■'official 
suppltei eo.sts as much as Ks 7(5 lakhs 
The I’ate.s high by aiiv sl.tiidard.s nieuiit 
that advertisers uereohvioiislv not 
going' tt) tx-' tailing' over e;u li ot her bid 
Ambani denies 1 li.it the r.iles have been 
slaslied saving. Never The rales aie the 
same as before And Ido not need a single 
foreign adv(-rlisei' I will be sold out with 
Indian advis'i iser.s alone 

I F I 111're's one thing Anil Amhaiii doesn t 
lack It sciHiliftisici He IScoiiliclent 
that there will be notioyeoU and that all 
eight teams will take p.-irt in 1 he 
lournanieiil 1 le is conlident I hat the 
television coverage will tiillil 
expectations 1 Ic i.s ( onlidciil that 
advert usei s will roll miinlime lie i.s 
conlirleiit that the pl.iycrs I he Ho.irds, 
the spectators I he advertisci sand 
ahoiil evervonoelsc connected with the 
event will be jilca.si'd wil li 1 be end rc'siilt 
On the faec'ot it he iiiav apjjeai a trifle 
ovei'-confideiit, hilt a closer study reveals 
Ih;t1 the man is well tiwarc- of tJie 
mnnei'ons ha.ssles that keeji eroppnig up 
during such an event ' I never 
considered this ]n' 0 |eet a risk I was 
alwa_\.s a W'are ol I he prohlems and was 
aware they would kis')! nua-easing :is I ho 
deadline approttelies The challenge is 
what makes it exeit mg and we will doonr 
best to get ovei every hurdle 

One factor which must have played a 
major inspirational rule iii innuenemg 
Anil Ambani to accept the ehallouge was 
the go atiexid given by his father 
Dhirubhai. the ebairman and toundevc^f 
Kehance 

'’’ht voung Ambani has not looked back 
since He takes time off from handling 
the affairs of the eompan.v to coordinate 
the organising of what promises to lie 
more than just a cncket tournament He 
IS the cataly.st. as it were Making things 
happen Any failur e would bo Ins failure: 
his dream shattered Any success would 
be his success, his dream fulfilled 
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H h\ did » OH H\t \o nun h 
\poil\ III Mini \ III 111 

ndMiU\iimiiis ' 

Y<ni SCI It sI k c n mv 
obsti v<il ion th cl most 
jK'oph VC Ilf) I c id 

nc'wspdptis lemilaily 

leirithf liont pagt (list 
and t licMi t ho spoi ts jiapf 
ni vicf* vn s I ]m shoi t 
to most iiovcspifKi 

KMdftS tilt Spoi ts J) iy( 
IS as impoitiiil as the 
iiant])ap( Actually if 
you havo notu (d I 
conciiitiatc oiianctlunp 
topic al anci wliic h is in 
the news (oi m\ Amul 
biittii .ids People 
aiipietidt anything 
which IS topical .csthev 
can (ot 1 elate and 
undei stand the humoiu 
bettc • 1 u se spoi t s rnor 0 
olten and < i k kot in 
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As most pen^ hire 
stmt 

Awymmoihouv 

nmwitos of Amul 

Bharat Dabholkar the creator of the Amul 
sporting advertisements, talks to Rahul 
Chandawarkar about the impact of sport 
in sales promotion 


Maradma toh aisa Nona \ 

^ Wj ---- 

butter Honatoh Amul hona 


paiticulai Ik'ciusc 
spot t s and espoc n 11 v 
Cl 1C kf t IS on evt i ybody s 
fmgc^rtips in India 
If 1 use films politic s 
inoif oftc n not many 
pcKiplc get the message 
and t he ad vei tisemeiit is 
W.1 steel bpen t has t hat 
univc 1 s^l appeal 1 mtvin 
if ((.nask II scores a 
ctn'uiy thewhcile 
( ouiiti y knows about it 
and with Wor Id Clip 
Socct 1 on the television 
Maiadona was a 
house hold name texj' 
la t nic t X plain it to 
you ill inothei v ly Wf 
Vk int fx oplc fo have 
gcx)cl me moiicsof Amul 
butte 1 thiougboui 
witty and humoi ous 
adve>itisc>ments As must 
ix’oplt loye spoil they 



Miim Id’ daad i 
JSnanwogiBii 


AmA Butter 




Byemoneigsmojbrll 

uommonweal 



Amul 









open your naiAh for 
fhi£ four IsHsr ulord 


appreciate oui 
advertisements and at 
the same time they 
retain happy memoi les 
of Amul 

Hoh did Mill loiiH out Hilh 
inch Hit/y 'top\ ’ Heek after 
week 

1 find it difficult to 
answei that question 
laiok basirallv J keep a 
close watch on i ec ent 
happeninpfs and si l<‘c t a 
cei tain topic and stai t 
wi iting suitable c opy I 
ti V scwei al pc 1 niutal ions 
and combinations lx ton 
I fiiiallvcomc up with 
sonn‘1hinfi that apjxals 
to me Ac tualK 1 have to 
be vet V calf tul Ixs ausc- 
a lot ol jxoplc keep 
desipninii then own 
copvloi Aiiiul ids and 
unlc’ss 1 think ol 
sonic fhinp thev Invent 
thought ol m\ tc)p\ 
does not ippe al to t he in 
In shot t Idwllonthi 
second pc in lationof the 
pun W hate ve i idi i 
comcstcimv iiniifllii‘t 
IS the obviems ind 
heiuf I kc ( p it aside md 
stall thinking b ude i to 





No ctittfn'Connors 


idgWycarly 

ibHtterty 




get some thing whic h is 
nioit* unique in idcM md 
not so eillVIOUS 

I shall give vou an 
c'xample M\ le i c nf 
Ainul ad sud Mai ad 
ona to us 1 hona buitei 
on 1 lo Aimil lion 1 Nenv 
v-he n 1 111 st thought ol 
this<op\ leaiiii uiiwith 
some thing like Kick 
M u don 1 f)i something 
like 111 It VC hith IS pic tti 
olivion*-and iiivone e m 
think ol it 1 h id Iti vc.oi k 
li lid on Miat idt i 
di vr lop It luitlie i be leiie 
e omiiif up \s lUi t In .lel 
tint ippc ated Hli.ii it 
11 toll >k It ( till I 
h xe I ut i\< I) i( unh i 
Ass'k 1 lie <• i>- livens 
ilei in I b IS h ul a e i v 
< VI nl'ul e lit ( I sc 111 
I It IS i II le 111 loi <11 A 
\v )l k< d c 1 

m 111 igt 11 II' 11 lint I 111 

I OT lie S ( ItllplH II 

II iti dlv 1 lU I IS 
in 1 II ig 1 iiK II' 

d( VC lopnu lit oftie e i in 
Phillips be I )i( loini ig 
1) i< unh I 'i V I s tj If k 
i 1 1 1 line t if I ouiit 
( \( c uti I 


Ab ba 5 


m 










3oyco1t breaKfa^t 
Coof^ed ^ — 
wAboutAfflul 

X (if'Tourly 


And have soffit ul^rly batteriy 

Amul 


Pofit CfUeydoXYi 
lime IS'amul' 


^ >if 







‘Challenge’ Is a veiy Inspiring wert 


K. Mohandas, Marketing Operations Manager, VST 
Industries, speaks to R^ul Chandawarkar 


V w Wm' tUdyonr coiiipain 
m^/ i-hito\e sporh 
Ww \poii\i)r\fiiff as a 
pnmoimnal policy'.' 

Mai kfc'lmf'' has basically 
H'nitc tlirouu'h many 
phases such as the 
prfKliu'l pliasc 1h(! 
positi()iiiut>- plnisc (He Ill 
the positionintrcra. it 
was very inipoftaiit to 
itlenlilV what spHcil'ie 
position, \anecl 
mtcfesl.s such as dance, 
music sfKirt etc had in 
I he eons’ll niers mind 
WfMit VST thoufThtof 
tniipint;' sport 
In I'ac't .sport.s 
sponsorslup all started 
with the formation of 
t he massive; Anti 
Smokin{>’ iohbv in the 
UK and USA An 
u nf'avourable iinaffe of 
1 he eiKiirette eompanif's 
and their products was 


emerging-. Something 
had to be done scxdii . to 
retrieve the position and 
improve the image That 
IS how the John Player' 
league was started in 
Kngland WeatVSTare 
into sports sponsorship, 
because it evokes 
national pride, 
whenever an Indian 
wins in an international 
compiHition Sport is a 
grf'at social leveller and 
a company which is 
marketing on a national 
level. can reach 
eon.sumers all over the 
countr y by sponsoring 
sporting events 
Sport is also so 
exciting and 
contemporary and 
therefore this helps 16 
make our identity also ' 
very exciting Well this 
is all. as far as the 


company is concerned. 
From the sporting point 
of view, sponsors, who 
considei- that they get 
gcxid commercial 
benefits, will continue to 
invest in sport and 
sports will be the 
beneficiary, because 
over here we are 
essentially talking of a 
win-win situation 
Everyone, the 
sportsmen. the officials 
and the company all 
benefit Sponsorships 
infuse greater 
participation, greater 
national pride and 
greater following, in the 
prcx:e8s playing the role 
of social leveller even 
moi-e effectively. 

That's how. it i»a 
win-win situation right 
down the lane In fact all 
top sporting nations like 



Japan. Korea. UK. USA 
etc. have all done well 
because of company 
sponsorship in sport. 

How did it all begin at VST? 
Well at VST. we started 
in 1964. and are perhaps 
the earliest sport 
sponsors We started a 
under-25 cricket team 
called the ‘VST Colts' for 
the Moin-Ud-Dowlacup 
in Hyderabad A panel of 
experts with basic 
objective of converting 
these colts' into 
thoroughbreds' select 
this VST Colts team. Ace 
cricketers like Tiger 
Pataudi. Sunil 
(Javaakar. Kapil Dev. 
Mohindei-. Dihp 
Vengsarkar. Venkat. 
Chetan Sharma. 
Manmder. Raman 
Lamba and many others 
have donned the VST 
Colts blazer some time or 
the other in their 
younger days Our 
organised sponsorship 
activity started in 1981 
with the ‘Charminar Car 
Rally • 

How did the name 
'Charminar ('hallenge' 
come about? 

Charminar is the 
identity of the company 
and that is how we are 
known to the world. The 
word challenge is a very 
inspiring word, without 
which there cannot be 
fun and achievement in 
sports. So basically the 


K. Mohandas (second 
from toft) meets the 
Press along with M.L. 
Jaialmha and Peros 
Shah 






philosophy of 
‘Charmmar Challenge is 
to inspii e the spirit of 
competition and 
adventure This 
indomitable spii it 
should inspiie oui 
spoi tsmen to sti etc h 
then capabilities and 
talents to the limit and 
beyond ot tlieii 
potential 
Ho do i ou plan i oni 

In tf 1 ms of sti dtcRy 
what VS r has planned to 
do IS t ikt up a low 
clios( n spoi t and do 
piopii tnd lull s« 1 vice 
Wt lak< up I spoi t iiid 
sfionsot tlu pitmium 
cv( nt hk« ItK on* 
daynsoi tin hull ni 
Opc n Ciolt 

< h nnjiionshijjs whitli 
giv« Indiins in 
oppoituiut\ 1o 
partKipiti it 

lilt* 1 M diOll II || V( I 

T hi SI < ind pitl 1)1 till 
sti iti t V I ti iiniiip mil 
df VI lopnii nl ol 
spoitsmiii Wi would 
hki to nil 1* isi 11 '* li vi I 
ot c nin|x 1 It u ii mil 
It w 11 d pood 
pi ifoiin mil s I iki m 
11 It ki t it 1 > tlu Ha tip 
tioph\ loinn imi nl 
whuhwtaii tivnipto 
itvit ihsi intfimsol 
spect doi inti i« si and 
followinp of tlu p imi 
••oastoiaisr flu stalmi 
of domi stu (1K kct Wt 
intend pctu iatinp 
aitii los bv toi nil i 
ci u ktti I s vhsi iissions 
on the fill! 1 isjiectsot 
the panic I tc Asfai is 
11 illvmp IS I oni 11 ni d 
wc III SI ndinp ipioup 
ot 1 allvists to UK 
^oI this vcai s 
Himalavan lallv wi had 
oipanisi d a 1 ally 
woi kshop with 1 nplish 
lallvist John layloi iii 
tus roidSieiia tai 
About 50 Indian i ally 
di ivei s navipatoi s wen 
impailed tiainuip in 
New Delhi 5 days btdoie 
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Pankaj Roy, Premjit Lai 
and M L Jaisimha 
during a Charminar 
get-together (bottom K 
Mohandas 

tin tommtiKi ment o( 
the 1 ilh Anotlu I 
impoitant li dun ol oui 
sponsoi ship IS 1 h it we 
do not advf itisi oui 
< igaiettes at anynf oui 
events it s ]u->t till spn It 
and tlu com i pt that is 
impoitant indlhisis 
piornotcd 

Basic illy wt would 
like Dili naint and 
ulivilytob n called 
bfiausi till aitivityis i 
noble oiu indthis 
should p ivc the way lot 
lietti 1 iin ipi 1 ub olf to 
the (ompanv and 
imieasi pieatci 



acceptaiuc to tlu 
tomjjain spioduilsm 
tlu \i ai s t< i omi 
Hoh iOiifi(l<nl iii< 11*11 I Inn 
Ihi hinds Miiiitni h\ ua\ o/ 
sponsinship an mil nnsnsiit 
h\ itu oiifanisiis ' 

W m Indi i h ivi no' \ t 
ntu lud till st itmi n u 
g *1 tlu aulhoi ilV to 
di ti 1 nnni how flu 
inoi \ h.is b( I n spi nt 
111' tlu I 11 misi I I 
,»n not w I oimt ibli I ) 
ns Wt do not wish to 
monitoi bn ai a w< U1 1 
th it spin tinp 
fi ill lations Ml inoi i 
I oin)i( ti nt tod( ti I mint 
sj. 'iitlinp H somti s 
obtaiiii d fioin s)x'nst)i s 
H hat do \ ou II lio/u to 
III Alt I ( at till I lid III till 


da\ * 

We would be vei y happy 
at the end of say 5 veai s 
of sponsoi inp a ct i tain 
spoi I we can pi cxluce 
eithci a woi Id champion 
team oi woi Id t fiampion 
individual With this wt 
will feci thatcuii piblias 
bet n well done If If t s 
say weaif nt>t m wtnl I 
lauking in a pai lit ulai 
spoil wt wovdd hkt to 
see oui selves is Asi in 
fopptisal It ist Poi 
example lowinp Wt 
m IV hi nowlit 11 in 
WOI Id I ankinps but 
with continuous suppoi 1 
fioinus wt would hki 
to see Indi i on top ol Iht 
Asi 111 t tbit soon In fact 
at VSI wt h ivt a full 
111 dpt d depiitnu nt ti 
Iixik aftt 1 sptii ts 
sponst)isbip iloiu I illid 
thi Miiktling 
I'lfimotioi)' 

Di p ti trill nt I lu ul tins 
df p a tnu nt md wi h ivi 
If 11 ntl\ t iki n on M 1 
fiisiinhi ttiimpit'vi tlu 
i|U ilitv ol OUI 11 u ki t 
sponsoi ship tsp tiilh 
it till Kanp aid 
Di )rihii liopla II \i 1 
lAu sjx nd iiu thing 
tMtwtciiRs UltflOIl tfl 

one point livt f loiis 
t It 1 VC a oil six)i 1 s 
sp insoistup 

V 1/11 Suit m lob it t 
JiU'Usti us III liulv 
domi till a bit loi 
hull m spi 1 1 w h it w it b 
spi> is )i mg t 1II ki t nil 
d IV inlci a iti ui ds 
Hauitiojibv inn 
Dfodliai tio))li\ in iti bt s 
loi I lu lu \t t 111 11 \i as 
It f iiiinal IV in ( a lallv 
tlu ( h a nim a 
( h dll npi till illv tlu 
N iti in il I'owint 
lomix tit I ns N it ion il 
itl If 1 1( s hot kt \ 
biskt ib ill aid so in an 
otl II vt ills 1 hi 11 
I lit st vent lilt will Ik 
snonsoiing tlu i ntm 
I’mu Inti 1 II It ion d 
M a itlum to lx lu Id m 
Hunt on Novi iiiIh i ■’ l 
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The Icing On The Endorsement Cake 

Big bucks are up for grabs, but you needn’t apply 
unless you’re at least three-quarters of the way to 

superstar status 


M oney for nothing. I-aave 
It to a perceptive rock 
yroup like Dire Straits to 
perfectly phrase the top 
sports stHi's’ thoug'hts about 
endorsements. They have the 
talent to earn bulging: winner’s 
■purses, while additional 
not-so-small payments are just 
somettiing that they get for free 
If you're good enough to win, 
you're going to do so regardless of 
what you wear And if you are 


While McEnroe has 
switched loyalties 
from Sergio Tacchini to 
promote the new 
clothing line brought 
out by Nike, the File 
insignia has faded into 
obscurity with Bjorn 
Borg 


paid something in the region of 
$ 100 .000 j ust to wear one logo 
while you go about the thing you 
like doing best, so much the 
better. 

Tennis is the spxjrt where the 
endorsement business flourishes. 
While other sports like cricket. 
Formula racing and goli do have a 
slice of the endorsement pie. the 
major chunk is resei ved for the 
racket slmgers Even as tennis 
superstars like Bjorn Borg. John 





Astoclated Press 


McEnroe, Martina Navratilova 
and Chris Evert do their thing on 
court, their bank balances are 
ticking over appreciably—and 
regularly. 

Eilesse. Fila, Adidas. Nike—just 
a few of the sportswear 
conglomerates—have all had 
extremely fruitful associations 
with top players. Having decided 
to go for the big guns, Eilesse 
roped in names like Chris Evert. 
Guillermo Vilas and Boris Becker 
While it was reported in a leading 
tennis magazine that Eilesse paid 
$1 2 million for a five-year ' 
contract which gives them thd sole 
rights of draping their clothes on 
the slim, lithe figure of Ctiris 
Evert, it is a known fact that they 
forked out a bonus of $150,000 to 
Boris Becker when he won his 
first Wimbledon title in 198,5 
That's almcxst as much as he 
pocketed when he bowed to accept 
the cup' 

Fila were riding high with 
Bjorn Borg and even turned down 
an opportunity to clothe Joiin 
McEnroe Even as Boi g went on to 
win Wimbledon titles with as 
much ease as umpire .Jeremy 
Shales picked arguments witli 
McEnroe, Fila became a household 
name. Suddenly people were 
talking about Fila in the same 
breath as Adidas and Nike But 
now. after Borg suddenly faded 
into obscurity, taking with him 
the brand name that he had made 
famous, Fila are singing a 
different tune 

After more or less setting the 
trend of using big players. Fila 
are now saying that there are too 
many players at the top and that 
the returns after paying them 
such high sums are not really 
worth it Another of their 
contentions is that the public is 
aware of the fact that thejr heroes 
are wearing a particular brand 
because they pay him a packet to 
do 80 . Not necessarily b^ause he 
or she feels that it is genuinely the 
best thing to wear. 

At the other end of the scale is 
Nike. The leading sportswear 
manufacturer from America, they 
have shod the feet of none less 
than John McEnroe ever since he 
was a kid struggling to make it 
big. That it is still Nike that 



ft is a known fact that 
Eilesse forked out a 
bonus of $150,000 to 
Boris Becker when he 
won his first 
Wimbledon title in 
1905. ThaVs almost as 
much as he pocketed 
when he bowed to 
accept the cup! 


McEnroe swears by speaks 
volumes of the player-sponsor 
relationship that these two have 
maintained In fact, McEnroe has 
oven switched loyalties from 
SergioTacchini to promote the 
new clothing line tliat Nike 
brought out in 1985 

While there were doupts in the 
Nike camp about the effect a 
complaining McEnroe would have 
on their line, the end result shows 
that the paying public don’t mind 
the renegade image As long as 
McEnroe plays his lenius 
flamboyant --and wins—people 
are going to wear what he wears. 

Adidas have always had a 
couple of big names in then- 
clothes. While t.ie imperturbable 
Ivan Lendl grimly demolished 
opponents on court, his argyle 
patterned shin was grossing the 
dollars for Adidas. After cashing 


in on that design. Adidas liave 
now decided that it is time for a 
change of image and have tucked 
Lendl into a less constrained 
design that brings back memories 
of the Newk and his moustache 

There are still other smaller 
name.s in the world of tenni,swear 
wlio are gambling with a crop of 
young players in the hope that j 
one of 1 hem will eventually turn 
out to be a champion Not wanting 
to plunge into the deep end 
straightaway, Head have got | 

Alycia Moulton to sign along the j 
dotted line in the hope that this | 
leggy, blonde and educated 
teenager will induce people to got 
into their clothes. Prince gambled 
with Pam Shrivor to spearhead 
their move from rackets to overall 
tcniiiswear while Jockey ai e 
riding a rough race with Brad 
Gilbert. 

As players get more and mere 
money-minded, it is only natural 
that the trend will slowly move 
from the practical to the showy 
Sportswear manufacturers have 
realised that live television 
coverage of most of the top events 
ensures that the top ten players 
are always on show. And the only 
way to keep the public eye on their 
product IS to make it really 
eye-catching Or have a champion 
in It, 

Pradeep Paul 
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S AEED MIBZA was 
located only at 10.45 
p.xn. "Okay Rahul.” he 
said, “can you come to 
the Rajkamal Studio at 
11.30 tomon-ow 
morninjy?” 

Till 12 30p m there 
was no signof Mirza. A 
telephone call to his 
residence revealed that 
he hadn't left in the first 
place. “I am damn sorry. 
I had an upset stomach.” 
he apolof^ised "I am at 
home, so could you 
please come over?” 

The opening question 
was inevitable. What 
made him resort to two 
episodes of a cricket 
match in the last few 
weeks of‘Nukkad’ last 
year? Mirza had 
portrayed a match 
between the Nukkad’ 
folks and some 
Bombayite collegians. 
Insulted and humiliated 
for their lack of cricket 
knowledge by the young 
socialites during a 
verbal altercation, the 
'Nukkad' cast was 
challenged to a game of 
cricket Their resulting 
triumph in the face of 
odds emphasised a social 
message 

Based Mirza agreed. 
“We used sport in one of 
our earlier episodes too. 
Hari. the cycle 
mechanic, on going to a 
girls' college is snubbed 
by the collegians. In a 
bid to assert himself, he 
embarks on cycling 
non-stop for 3 days, but 
collapses towards the 
end. I wanted to poilray 
this strong expressiou 
6 f individuality that 
exists among the under 
privileged classes and 
slum dwellers. 

“I used cricket the 
next tifne round because 
it is easily the must 
popular game in the 
country. 1 attempted to 
capitalise on its 
po]XUj|a^y to convey a 


‘NUKKAD’ MAKER SAEED MIRZA USES. 

CRICKET 
WITHA ^ 
SOCIAL 
MESSAGE 


specific message to the 
audience 1 wanted to 
express the triumph of 
the poor and 
downtrodden over the 
rich and spoilt 
collegians. I guess we 
used cricket like a 
'whoi’e' to get across to 
the people' Nothing 
more, nothing less " 


played, watching 
players like Manjrekar. 
Apte and Rusi Surti 
there Moreover Sudhir 
Naik and Sum! 
Gavaskar are good 
friends of mine." 

Saeed Mirza denies 
that Khopdi's head 
injury during the 
'Nukkad' match was 


with no cricketing nous 
whatsoever, triumphed 
in the face of odds. 
Regarding Oukhiya 
stopping the bowl# in** 
the middle of his 
run-up—ala 
Gavaskar—it was Just a 
question of aping 
certain cricket rituals. 
For example, when we 
were kids, we tried to 
bowl like Wes Hall. I 
remember how we kids, 
who were natural right 
handers, used to copy 
Neil Harvey and bat 
left-handed'" 

Mirza shrugged off 
the question of net 
practice. “Wo played in 
between sets at the 
Itajkamal Studio' 
Moreover 1 didn't want 
the gang to appear like a 
polished cricket side 
either as they were to 
portray the role of 



Net practice for the ‘Nukkad’ gang prior to their big game 


Saeed Mirza’s 
enthusiasm for the 
game is unmistakable. 
“Yaar, cricket is to the 
Bombayite what football 
is to the Calcuttan and 
hockey to the Punjabi. I 
spent my childhood 
around Shivaji Park in 
Bombay, where most of 
Bombay’s cricket is 


influenced by the film 
‘Bodyline’. “It wasn’t 
’Bodyline’ really. I 
wanted to portray 
certain cricketing 
rituals and habits to 
make the match look 
authentip. When Khopdi 
was hit on the hCad, 1 
wanted to show how the 
poor ’Nukkad’ gang 


underdogs. I was rather 
apprehensive about the 
audience response as a 
lot of television viewers 
are not aware of the 
finer aspects of cricket. ’ 
But 1 guess we clicked in 
a big wayMirza 
concluded. 

Ifrtsrvtow by 
flahiil Clwii#wMliar 
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CAlJSiirDAR 
National Events 
Athletics: Masters 
Athletics meet at the 
Nehru stadiumm. IDelhi 
on June 4 and 5 to select 
Iitdian team for 
Sinfjapore Asian Tack 
and Field 
championships. 

Hockey: 55lh all India. 
Obaidullah Gold Cup 
tournament at Bhupai 
from 1 to 14 June 
Junior national 
championship in Meerut 
from 8 to 21 June 
Sul) .) u 11 lor natinnu I 
championship in 
iiangfalore from June 28 
to July 12 
Taekwoondo: Hth 
national championsiups 
in Guhawati. Assam 
from 7 to 9 Juno 
Football: 8l.h Federation 
Cup tor women for the 
S.M Saldar t rophv at 
Faiijim. Goa from l.'ito 
2.'i June 

Table Tennis: Federation 
Cup and Dr P.K I'anja 
memorial tournament 
for students and youths 
in Orissa from 23 to 30 
June. 

International Events: 
Athletics: 7jiuinien.Skiy 
memorial, on the 
lAAK Mobil Grand I’rix 
schedule at Moscow on 
June 7. 

Harry Jerome classic 
at Vancouver. Canada 
on June y 

Golden Spikes 
international meet at 
Ostrava. Czechoslovakia 
on June 10. 

US^R vsGDR men’s 
and women’s ineel at 
Dresden. H)ast Germany 
on June 20 and 21 

Rosicky Memorial 
Grand Fnx meet, at 
Prague. Czechoslovakia 
on Juno 23 

USA Mobil 


championsiups at San 
Jose. USA on June 27 
and 28 

DN Galan. Grand Prix 
meet at Stockliolm on 
June 30. 

Abolx* Bikila 
marathon at Addis 
Abeba in Ethiopia on 
June 1 

Karl Marx Staclt 
marathon at GDR on 
June o 

Budget Australian 
marathon inSydiicvon 
June 14 

, Enschede marathon in 
Enschede. Holland on 
June 20 

Cricket: Pakistan’s tour 
of England 1'hc 
schedule is as follow.s 

June4-9 IstCornhill 
Insurance test at Old 
TralTord 

June 18 2.3 2nd 

Coniliill Insinaiiee ti‘sl 
al ljurd’s 

Equestrianism: Nations 
Cupal Fontainbleau. 
Franci.* 1 rom 17 to 21 
June Royal 
International Show al 
Hinningham from 18 to 
21 June. 

Golf: Dunliill British 
masters at Woburn from 
111 )7June Kemjx'r 
Ojien at Avenal 
Maryland in USA I rom 4 
to 7 June Pen got 
Fi’ench Open at Pans 
from 11 to 14 June 
US Open at San 
Francisco from 18 to 21 
J uilo 

Hockey: 9tli Champions 
tropliy for m(‘n and Six 
nation tournament for 
women at Anistelveon. 
Holland from 20 to 28 
Jiiiie. I'inixipean club 
champiun.ships finals 
for men and women 
from 5 to 8 Junoivenue 
undecided) 

Motor Racing: 

Le Mans 244tours race 


on June 13-14 

Canadian grand prix 
in Montreal on June 14. 

Detroit grand pnx in 
Detroit. USAon June21. 

Motor Rallying: 

Scottish rally fium 13 
to 15 June 

Olympu.s Rally af USA 
froiii 25 to 29 June 

Football: Asian clubs 
lootball championship, 
icgional group at 
Dhaka. Bangladesh 
from 5 to 15 June 
t'hanipion club teams 
from Iraq. Nepal. 
Banglade.sh and 
Paki.slan to play each 
ot her on a round robin 
league Winnei to 
progress to final round 
with champions of 8 
ot her groups 

Squash; Dniilop. 
champion of champions 
tournament in Ixindon 
from 1 to 13 June 

Tennis; Wimbledon lawn 
toniu.s championship 
from .lune 22 to Jul.V 5 

Bei kenliam 
championships at 
Beckenham. England 
fi'om 1 to 7 June 

Stella Artois grass 
court championships at 
Queens (Uub, 1 oildon 
from 8 to 14 .kmc 

Sootish opim at Dow 
CJiemieal Classic for 
women at Edgbastoii, 
Birnmigham from 8 to 
14 June 

Bristol trophy for men 
af Bristol. 

OlfMicestcrshire from 15 
to 20 June 
Pilkington Glass 
championships for 
women at fc!ustbourne 
from 15 to 20 Fma of 
French (.)pen 
ciiampiuuship womens 
singles at Rolland 
Garixis. Pans on June (J 


Final of men si ngles on 
June 7. 

TELEVISION 
World of Sjxirt 
programme from 4 OO 
p.m onwards on the 
following Sundays. 

7.14. 21 and 28 June. 

Sunil Gavaskar 
presents, a weekly serial 
of great Test matches, 
on the national hook-up 
al 1 o 15 a ni on 
Sundays. 7. 14.21 and 
28 June 

RADIO 

Running commentary 
in both Hindi and 
English on semi-fmals 
and hnal of junior 
national hockey 
championship in Meerut 
(for details see 
Calendari Running 
comnienlary on final of 
Obaidullah Gold Cup 
tournament on June 14 

Monthly sports 
programmes: 

9 30 -10.oop.m 
National sports 
magazine, consisting of 
interviews with sports 
personalities, broadcast 
in English on Friday. 

June 5 on l^elhi B. 450 5 
metres and relayed by 
all additional 
fi’equoncies of AIR. 
Programme to lx- 
repeated on Saturday. 
June u. at 7,021 a m. on 
Dt'lhi B 450 5 
metres 9 :30—lO.tX) 
pm KhelJagut.a 
Ihiidi S|X)rts 
pi ograninio. presented 
by Ziibair Rizvi. 
broadcast on the 
national hcKik-upon 
Thursday. June 18 on 
Delhi A, 306.3 metres 
Progi aiiiine icpeated on 
Satuiday. June 20 at 
7 02 a m. on Delhi B. 
450.5 metres 

Complied by Novy Kapadfa 

— 



ruRP view 


General Accident 2000 Guineas 


llnforgettoble And 


I T was an 

unforgettable 
pei’formance by a colt 
aptly named Don't 
Forget Me He ran the 
fastest ever 2000 
the fastest ever 2000 
Guineas on record m the 
last four decades at 
Newmarket on the first 
Saturday of May to 
prove without any doubt 
that he is the best miter 
of hia vintaffe. llis 
prolific victory earned 
his proud owners a 
purse of i;98,928 but 
over and above the 
monetary value, its 
winning a Classic like 
the General Accident 
2000 Guineas which will 
be invaluable 

Not since My Babu’s 
record equalling run 
back in 1948 has the 
2000 Guineas impressed * 
clockwatchers more 
But few people could 
ever have realised the 
race against time that 
the colt's trainer 
Richard Hannon was up 
against one day prior to 
the running of what 
must surely have been 
the most important race 
of Don't Forget Me's life. 

Hannon gave an 
interview to t he press 
whore he stated that he 
had taken six horses 
down to Newmarket for 
Saturday's races and of 
them the only one to 
injure himself was Don't 
Forget Me On Friday 
night while unloading 
■him from the horsebox 
111 which he had 
travelled Hannon came 
to find that the colt had 
spread a plate and the 
siioe had twisted 
inwards on his off fore 
bruising hi9 foot. 

Han“““ -^^ediately 


Brave 

A doubtful starter, Don’t 
Forget Me went on to win 
the 2000 Guineas at 
Newmarket 



Don 7 Forget Me went down to the 
starting stalls and came back after 
producing a magnificently brave 
display af front running under the 
inspired riding of Willie Carson 


got 111 touch with his vet 
Mick O'Gorman and two 
hours later Don't Forget 
Me was being treated for 
an ailment that was 
seriously threatening to 
put him out of the 
starting line up f or the 
Guineas later that day. 

O'Gorman recalled a 
similar situation with 
Horage batik in 1982 
where he had nursed the 
colt in almost identical 
cii cunistances to win 
the Coventry Stakes at 
Ascot Now he set about 
attempting the double 
with half of Newmarket 
chipping in to help the 
Irish challenger 
A physiotherapist 
provided the colt with a 
jacuzisi boot Luca 
Cumaiu'.s blacksmith. 
Mick Curtis came and 
built a special plate. 
Eight bags of ice were 
provided as well and 
aft Cl' five and a half 
hours with his right fore 
leg still in ice Don't 
Forgot Me emerged from 
his stable and walked 
out sound as a bell 
Eventually trainer 
Haiinoti was given the 
green light by the vet 
but there was still that 
nagging doubt whether 
the leg would hold up 
Hence he told jockey 
Willie Carson that if he 
felt that the horse was 
not quite right while 
cantering him down to 
the start he should 
request that the horse be 
withdrawn. Fortunately 
Don't Forget Me went 
down to the starting- 
stalls and came back 
after producing a 
magniricently brave 
display of front running 
under the inspired 



rid ing of Carson. 

Willie Carson, who 
has been the leading' 
rider in England often 
enough, has won the 
aOOO Giiineas twice 
before first on High Top 
back in 1972. then on 
Known Fact in 1980. 
For him this was his 
third triumph in the 
mile Clas.siC: 

Rocketting out of the 
stalls as the gates 
clanged open. Carson 
soon had Don't Forget 
Me showing f he way to 
Rich Charlie Ijockton 
and Most Welcome. 
Midyan and the piping 
hot favourite Ajdal 
moved up within 
striking range by the 
time they had traversed 
two furlongs and at the 
dip Ajdal ti led to 
challenge but it was far 
from authoratitive and 
eventual Iv he was to 
finish off the board His 
rider Walter Swinburn 
felt that he was not the 
horse he had ridden in 
his last few races and it 
was apparent t hat he 
had run well below 
foi'm 

With a furlong and a 
half to run. Most 
Welcome with Paul 
Eddery astride, caused a 
bit of interferOMce when 
he kncxiked into Ajdal 
but it was Bellotto with 
Pat Eddery riding for all 
' that he was worth who 
almost pullt*d it off. He 
came with a flourish in 
the last too metros to do 
all but win from a a 
gutsy Don’t Forget Me 
who stuck to his task 
'and at the wire Carson 
managing to keep his 
mount going to win by a 
neck from Bellotto who 
in turn was a length the 
good of Most Welcome. 
However as a result of a 
; Stewards Enquiry. Most 
Welcome was 
disqualified and Midyan 
who had originally 



“‘Willie Carson, who has been the 
leading rider in England often 
enough, has won the 2000 Guineas 
twice before first on High Top back 
in 1972, then on Known Fact in 
1980. For him this was his third 
» triumph in the mile Classic 


finished fourth was 
promoted to third place. 

Victory for Don't 
Forget Me gave a big lift 
to the small owners of 
the sport Not that Mr 
Jim Horgan is exactly 
small time. He is one of 
the biggest cattle dealers 
in Ireland but compared 
to the Maktoums. the 
Abdullas or tthe 
Sangsters what else 
could one call him. Yet 
he proved with Don’t 
Forget Me. 19.000 
guineas purchase at the 
Tatterstall sales in 
Newmarket two years 
ago. that Classic heroes 
can be bought on one's 
own doorstep And at a 
give away price too. 

Although Don’t 
Forget Me’s sire, namely 
the sprinter Ahonoora 
has thrown more 
stayers than sprinters, 
his most impressive 
before this being Park 
Express, it looks 
unlikely that Don’t 
Forget Me possess the 
stamina to travesse the 
extra half mile in the 
Derby He is a top class 
miler however and the 
Irish 2000 Guineas 
which is his next start 
should be in his safe 
keeping. 

The biggest 

disappointment was the 
hofse that had been 
labelled a champion 
before he began his 
three year old campaign 
- Ajdal. His performance 
was most puzzling and 
he never showed the 
expected fire or the class 
that he displayed in his 
last season as a juvenile. 
One wonders what his 
plans are. but over the 
metric mile it looks 
unlikely that he will 
now ever get the better 
of Don’t Forget Me. who. 
as his trainer Richai’d 
Hannon puts it. has the 
heart of a lion 

Cyni*. I. Madan 





FICTION 


The Tunnel Of Terror 


I NOtobor 19to towards the 
last stages ol the an wai that 
would latei be known as the 
Battle of Britain Knghsh 
ClVI liana wei c nioi e c oi ifident 
about ti avelling tc^ and fi om 
London than they had been when 
Gobi nig s bomber s had lirst 
attacked then cities Now with 
the Koyal An Foice having 
stonimed tin tide before winning 
the upper hand moi ale was high 
and people moved aiound more 
freely than they had during the 
begnniing of the two month 
p<»riod ol sustained bombing of 
non militar y targets 
I’etiol was still lationed which 
meant tliat even the president of 
the All England Lawn Tennis^ 
Club despite Ins exalted status as 
a Knight of the Realm had to 
leave his ear at home and travel by 
bus and underground train with 
the lost of Ins counti ymeii 
Today s meeting scheduled foi 
3 pm in Ins spacious office at 
Wimbledon was with 
1 epi esc ntatives of (he Home 
Guard as well as the ine and 
ambulance* set vie es It was a long 
bus ride li om C i oydon into 
London s business e ent i e known 
simply but with a hint of 
snobbishness as T he City From 
theie the piesident and his 13 
yeai old son c aught a train on the 
unde 1 ground system that 
Ixmdoners i efei i cd to as the tube 
bc'fon* ai i iving ten minutes early 
at the club gates 

Heie a year and a hall ago the 
paying public was forming 
sei pentme qu(*n<‘s at the wrought 
It on IVrhet ty (lale^s as Bobby 
Riggs and Alu c MtU blc won three 
titles eae h atT he C h impionships 
ol l‘M9 Hen twoandahalf 
years ago tin crowds had milled 
tr ying to g(>t a e loser look at Mr 
Helen Wills Moexiy as she left the 
clul) premises after winning a 
retold eighth ladies singles 
f 1 own But things were dilfei ent 
now 

Civil deteiie e units had been 
camping on thi i lub grounds foi 
the last SIX months and a battalion 
ol Home Guards had cx cupied tlie 


area behind eoui ts Fifteen and 
Sixteen Ti exips di illed daily in the 
main concoui se where one e 
hundi <Kis ol spex,tatoi s had 
11 aired their nex ks to catch a 
glimpse of Donald Budge and 
Elizabeth Ryan Thatw.is 
undmstandable because ev<*i v 
institution had made sac i liie i s to 
sustain the wai effort and the 
All England Club was no 
ext option 

Still the piesident admitted 
(onlidontially ovei a late evening 
g lass of bhei ry he had diftic ulty 
letontihng himself to the fat t that 
on the giounds of the Club there 
r xisted nay f hnved and 
flour ished dash it a fai myai d of 
pigs and hens One t ould c o|Je 
with counti y boys in ai my 


uniforms trampling Over one a 
sact ed tui f but livestock was a 
veiy different matter altogethei 
He would pci sonally supervise 
their exit aflei the wai was over 
And he d make sure they cleared 
up every scrap of rubbish when 
tht‘y left 


F ATHER and son tar i red awhile 
at the gates taking in the scene 
slowly almost giudgingly The 
youngt*! membt'rsof the club staff 
had all been diaftexl foi a vai lety 
of military dutit's while those 
who lemaintd could not c ope with 
the chaos caused bv the e lub s 
lempoiaiy inhabitants The 
piesident pulled his stall moie 
tightly ai ound his tin oat It was 



not yet winter, but the evening 
were considerably shorter now 
and the temperatures were 
droppinfi: every week Today was 
not cold by any stretch of 
imagination, but it was damp and 
windy and by definition therefore 
a rotten day 

The son shivered, almost 
imperceptibly It was his first 
sight of Wimbledon and was a lar 
cry from what he had expected 
True, he knew it would be 
different, but not for one fleeting 
moment had he thought it would 
be so different Theie was no 
sunshine just a peculiar grey 
twilight that looked almost 
sinister in its haziness A shroud 
of mist hung over the tall ti’ceson 
Church Road and the I'lnrimai-k 
steeple on the hill was hidden 
from view This did not look like 
one of the woi Id s gieatest 
sporting arenas It looked almost 


like a ghostly manor houst> 

The pi^sident walked into the 
meeting, the son opt ed to explore 
the corridors that honeycombi*d 
Centre Court Now it was darkei- 
within the c’avornous ronfines of 
the alleyways and the gas lighting 
cast an cone glow over the fold 
stonewalls Thetoenagei Ins 
steps less confident now. found 
his way into the tunnel linking 
Cent."e Court and Court Number 
One It was almost like being in a 
vacuum, for here there was little 
light, the air was dank and ttiere 
wei-e none of the sounds 
associated with everyday life 
A low drone overhead amplifiiHi 
in less than a minute into the deep 
i-oai’ of synchronised aircraft 
engines Somewhere in the 
vicinit y of the Wimbledon ixilice 
station an air raid siren keened 
into hie The teenager panic ked 
spun around in his tracks and 


sprinted back the way he had 
c»me Three explosions followed 
closely on each other's echoas. 
each one louder, closer and more 
threatening than the one before 

The fourth came a few seconds 
later and to the boy it seemed as 
though the sound of the impact 
would drill his eardrums The 
tunnel roof was collapsing, bricks 
and mortar caving in with a 
thunderous roar A wooden beam 
tell across his shoulders, 
kncxking him to t hc' ground and 
pinning him there amid the 
rubble Breathing was difficult in 
the claustrophobic confines of the 
ruined tunnel Trapped beneath 
the heavy beam, lie tried in vain to 
twist away from its oppressive 
wcMght but it wasn t till the lights 
went out abruptly iliat panic 
M*allv grippcxl luri 

E didn't know how long he luic 
lam there semi conscious and 
on the vei'ge of mental sui'rendci 
The man with the torch was 
asking him if he could move his 
shoulders When the boy replied 
in a shaky voice* that lie could the 
rescuer in the uniform ol a Royal 
Yoi kshire Regiment captain 
liegan to licave the ialltm beam 
aside It was half an hour before 
the Ixiy, lus grimy lace streaked 
with frightened tears emerged 
into the open air. wliere his 
anxious father wi apped a blanket 
around him and two Home Guaixls 
carried him off to a lirst aid post 

When tliey had heard his story 
lhi*v shook their heads in 
amazement The Royal Yorkshire 
Regiment isn t based here.' 
explained one of the Ilonie 
Guards "they’re m the south of 
England 

'Pheii lie remembered having 
src*n the captain's nameplate 
above his left pocket His father 
hoaid the name and whispered 
‘Thai s impossible He did play 
two Davis Cup ties for us and got 
thiTiugh two rounds ol 
Wimbledon last vear. but it can t 
be lum" 

“Why not" asked the lad. a little 
puzzled Ixoause no one seemed to 
believe his story 

The father replied, in a low 
voic-e, "Because he was killed at 
Dunkirk' 

David McMahon 

__ 








WORLD OF TENNIS 


Don’t Write Off Martina 

S HE liasn t won a tournanitnl this ytai 
and that includes foui sutctssivedefeats 
Fiom aiiyoiif tlseon thee Jicuit it would 
liavt boon acceptable Uutastai asthe public 
and cei tain paitsof the rmdia weieconcn ned 
It (onidn t happe n to Maa tina Naviatilova And 
if it did thru it meant she wasovei the hill too 
old tned slow it was unfortunate that most 
pc'ople h id t ikf n sue h a neprativc stance ibout 

thf lidvwliois njfuablvthf eateat womens 
plavci of ill turn 

Undoubtodlv the presence of a new 
i hampion (in this rase Steffi Gi aft is alw ivs 
clc suable But to shun and to him ledh wiiU 
oil M 111 111 1 IS a pleat insult and a Ri ivt 
mislakc 

It iS( vt n more unloitunatc that thc' saim 
|xopU whohavr laud»‘d hf i eulopisidht i 
ilmosi ir v< Ifd her have been the fnsloiiisto 
(1 itK isi without ronipassion hr i lect iit spUr 
of deff ills and moicover iiifei that hr i will to 
will hasRoiif 

Yes Maitina iscomparativeli old it 30 And 
Steffi Gial and Gabriela babatiin air \ouriR 
and imhitious In addition Mai tin i Ins hr m 
havinp CO ich trouble Fust Mikr If sir]) 
dr*f idt d to If I minalo his servir r s Thi n 1 itn 
ViiRinia Wade said shedidn t want to lx 
Maitiiia sroarh Pcthapsalso altrisomanv 
\ iitoi les I hr will ti> win hasdiminisht d 
sliRhtlv But it could ineiely bea pissing 
phase Andiemtnibci sht it>still Numbti 
Onr 

As she s lid after her semi final c xit in Hit 
Italian Open I ni not finished I am not done 
\r t And it annovs me and disappoints me that 



proplr air saving thing'-j like that 

1 Ilf ladv IS much too talenleci lus tcxi mur h 
r h n ac ter and has tex) much potential to hr 
wi ittr 11 ofl so f ist Maybe not at the 1 it nch 
<)ix*n but it Wimblf don at If ast Maitinawill 
bt stiiving to inswei hei ciitirsm best 
possible manne i By winninR 


The Gold 
Problem 

lib f xic t dr limtion 
of irii lit III si itus 
Lspr (1 ill\ wlu 1) in 
till r oiitr xl of Uit 
Olvminr s has ilw i\s 
bt I n ambiguous I he 
fontinvrisv w is hu iltd 
I ISt fill tlllglll witlitlu 
lot s dr r e 1 111 to iiir luclr 
ti nni'- as in Glvmpu 
disc ipliiic this iiir lilt 
pi oir s*- ion ils like 1 r ndl 
Mr b 111 or uicl Vi ilancU i 
c oultl < oiijjx tr lilt 
1 e«iot ions 11) t hr movr 
wruc mixed 

KenKosewall Ihni 
always brdit vt d in (he 


simplr idt ils of t hr 
giiius Allowing thr 
1 It hf st ot sjxn tsriif ti to 
I ikf j) u t in till in in ikt s 
a mtx kci v of those 
icle ils 

Mil g lift t oiiit 'I hr 
Olvnipn s should fi ituit 
the bt si in the g inu 
Nf ill 1 I isr 1 
Aii\Hung other thin in 
t)[H n tom n init nt would 
Invt been ich ii idt 
Wilt n you win 
somt thing isimpoitint 
IS i gold mt d d in my 
spoil you hki to think 
\ou\t won It ag unst Hu 
bt still Hu woild 
M its Wilandt i 
I’loft sbionil If line 


dot s not bt long to the 
()l\mint s 

Alhlt It s hkt t at I 
I twiswhoaif Olynipir 
lit IOCS gt t purl foi then 
V it tor ICS in (ji and l*i ix 
t vt iit>- Is that ini lit III 

•■t It US'* 

Huicllci Hen aldo 
Nt lit nil ill left the ti it k 
(obcroiiu a highly pud 
Anif iicjii fcxitb ill steV 
When he failed theie 
iftt I due dell »ei lion ht 
was indiK trd back into 
lilt amateur fold Why’ 

Wilt n Hosewall talks 
ibtnit the simple ideals 
otthctianus he is 
light Wilt If have they 
gout ’ And llieie IS 


lilt idv i iiiovt to dltiw 
pi oil ssion d ftxilbilkis 
(appiicnlK those who 
h ivt 111 plavt d in a 
Woild t up 1 inallto 
paiticipaft 111 the 1492 
(llvmpit s 

IJtx adf s ago star 
athlfleJim Ihoipewas 
stiippt d t)l his 
iiuiiif 1 ous gold im dais 
foi having lect ived a 
minute amount of 
nifintn foi a baseball 
game And although the 
medals welt Ixlatedly 
I etui ned to his family a 
ft w veai s ago tine 
wondei s what he would 
have thought of today s 
amateui status 
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English League Championships 


Eveilon Rule Again 

;1^meai Addy writes on 


E VERTON are the 
new English league 
nhampions. They 
made absolutely sure of 
the trophy by beating 
Norwich 1 nil on 
Monday of the May 
Bank holiday. Until then 
there was a theoretical 
3hance, as much chance, 
that is, of an earthquake 
demolishing Nelson’s 
Column in London's 
Trafalgar Square next 
week of Liverpool 
overtaking them. 

Everton on the 
previous Saturday had 
been held to a surprising 
draw at home by an 
enterprising 
Manchester City, but 
Liverpool on the same 
day went down by a goal 
to FA Cup finalists 
Coventry City. The next 
time round saw the 
Merseyside Blues put 
the issue beyond doubt 
with their victory at 
Norwich in front of their 
delirious fans who had 
made the journey south 
in anticipation of the 
joyous event. 

A Kevin Sheedy goal 
kept them ahead and the 
famous Cup was 
destined to make the 
short journey from 
Anfield to Goodison 
Park, both, if you didn’t 
know, in the city of 
Liverpool. This has been 
Everton’s second league 
championship in three 
years, a measure of their 
success under manager 
Howard Kendall who 
has brought the club out 
of the shadow of 


Kevin Ratcliffe and his 
Cup of joy 


Liverpool’s glory. 

Nobody would grudge 
Everton their success. 

To win the league is a 
sure sign of class and 
consistency—which is 
why it is the most 
desired prize in football. 
They stuttered briefly in 
mid-March when 
Liverpool overtook them 
at the top of the First 
Division, but Everton 
have not lost a game 
since and only drawn a 
couple, while Liverpool's 
form became 
uncharacteristically 
patchy. 

So Liverpool whose 
boardroom groans 



under the weight of cups 
and shields and other 
silverware have nothing 
tangible to show this 
season,save the 
runner-up medals. 

Other clubs might be 
satisfied with this, but 
not Liverpool. Under the 
late Bill Shankley, Bob 
Paisley, Joe Fagin and 
today’s Kenny Dalglish, 
they have been brought 
up to expect nothing but 
the best 

However, to climb the 
heights next season may 
prove a little more 


difRcult than usual, for 
Ian Rush, their 
incomparable striker is 
off to Italy, although in 
his final game he scored 
his side's winner, 
signing off with his 
206th goal in 329 
matches as a Liverpool 
player. 

There is clearly some 
rebuilding to do. 
Liverpool this year were 
never quite as dominant 
in midfield as they used 
to be and goals as a 
result were becoming 
increasingly difficult to 
come by. 

Everton, on the other 
hand, got their best 
combination in working 
order with the return of 
Kevin Sheedy to the first 
team and his prompting 
and creative vision put 
them through a 
tremendous victory spell 
after a spate of injuries 
to key players. 

Well, what of the 
others? Tottenham 
Hotspur went out with a 
flourish, 8(x>ring4 goals 
against Manchester 
United and conceding 
none. Their midfield 
genius, Glenn Hoddle, 
who has been with the 
club since leaving school 
is departing for other 
pastures in search 
fresher challenges. 
Which means that some, 
as yet unnamed, 
European club are after 
his services. But Spurs 
have had a good year 
under David Pleat’s 
management. They are 
in the FA Cup Final and 
appear to have 
recaptured their lost 
flair. 




















the Emton gang: 
Clockwise from 
bottom left: the 
glittering trophy 
which found its 
place back to 
Everton's cabinet: 
Graeme Sharp who 
kept trying to proye 
that Gary Lineker 's 
transfer to Europe 
wasn 't fatal tor 
their team: keeper 
Neville Southall, 
who missed the 
vital part of this 
season last year, 
kept his side in this 
year with some 
marvellous saves: 

last year 's 
super-sub Adrian 
Heath whose 
unflagging spirit 
this season made 
him a vital part ot 
the machine: Derek 
Mountfield, 
midfield marshall 
and excellent ball 
winner was always 
a picture ot 
confidence: and 
Peter Reid and 
Trevor Stevens who 
managed to 
overcome injury to 
make sure victory 
did not elude them 















AIRLINES GOLD CUP 


Pleasure 
is a fleeting 
thing 

Soccer pleasure even more 
so in the life of a devotee in 
this city of turbulent 
football heritage 

P LEASURE IS a was cntertaininjf 

fleeting thing. Enjoyable A rarity that. 

Soccer pleasure for a while, breathed a 

even more so in the waft of freshness in an 
life of a devotee in this atmosphere of 

city of turbulent football 

heritage. A moment of profound 

That hot. sunburned satisfaction for the East 

May aftermxin. football Bengal midfielder 
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(Clockwise fi om top left] 
Cheema Okei le stoi ms 
into the Mohammedan 
Sporting territory 
Jubilant East Ben^ral 
boys with the An hues 
tiophy At half time 
Coach Nayeemuddin 
instructs his boys 
Firecracker goes off 
beyond the sidelines 

utibeai able monotony 
(J1 medux r ity For a 
t halite t hoi o was 
inspiiation Skill 
quality thespiiitof 
competition At last 
thei e was excitement 
I’heaii was electric 
Then there was blood 
Oncca^ain Panic mob 
hystei la The menace of 
the hoolig^an s razor its 
naked bloodthii sty blade 
flashinfi> all of a sudden 
in every direction 
slashing eutting^ 
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maiming innocent, 
harmless soccer lovers, 
homebound office-goers, 
vendors, vagabonds, 
terrified shopowners. 

Soccer had once again 
unleashed its darkest 
passions, touching off 
an explosion of mindlqss 
mob fury. Blood gushed 
out from deep, gaping 
razor wounds; chips of 
shattered glass 
glistened in the sad. 
failing light of 
summer’s prolonged 
dusk. For the 
connoisseurs, at long 
last, soccer had come 
alive for a brief ninety 
minutes, after a long 
time they had some 
memories to nourish 
back home from a soccer 
match The fanatics tore 
those memories to 
shreds 

Why couldn't the 
Mohammedan Sporting 
supporters accept 
defeat‘d The verdict was 
so clear. East Bengal's 
superiority so 
unquestionable On 
paper, Mohammedan 
Sporting were certainly 
the favourites to retain 
the Airlines Gold Cup 
Their record in the 
tournament was 
excellent, most of their 
key players in form. But 
neither record nor form 
takes you anywhere 
when you come across 
superior strategy In the 
final showdown, the key 
to success lies in your 
ability to unravel it And 
the simple truth about 
Mohammedan 
Sporting’s defeat in the 
Airlines Cup final was 
coach Nayeemuddin’s 
failure to grasp the 
mathematics of Shyam 
Thapa’s vengeance 

Thapa took no 
chances His 
experiences as coach 
over the last few years 
have made him shrewd 
enough to understand 



Soeeet hat once again unleashed Its tarkeslnasslens, 
leaching ell an exgloslen el mindless meh hug. Bleed 
gushed eel hem deep, gaping wound... For die 
cennelsseurs, al long Iasi, soccer had came alhmim a 
Uriel nlnelg minutes; attet a limg lime net had some 
memeries te newish hack heme hem a soccer match. The 
lanallcs tere dmse memories l» sWeds 
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the intricacies of a big 
match Despite the 
consistent performances 
of Motianimedan 
SiTorting in the 
tournament, the chinks 
m then' armour were 
not really difficult to 
sjxjt The two wingers 
and Kmeka Ezugo 
constituted the chief 
source of strength in the 
Mohammedan Sporting 
frontline. 

But they facjed a 
handicap Neither 
Fradip Talukdar nor 
Sandip Munshi had the 
skill to function 
effectively within a 
small area And Emeka. 
despite his height and 
agility, requires a lot of 
open space to make his 
moves. Shyani Thapa 
did not fail to cash m on 
their weaknesses There 
was close marking on all 
the three frontrunners 
of Mohammedan 
Sporting, executed so 
efficiently by Samir 
Choudhui'y and Balai 
Mukherjet' 

Balai Mukherjee is a 
ctjurageous man. An 
in^fatigablc 

nality Two years 



back pundits wrote him 
off after he had suffered 
a shinbone injury. And 
some of them did so with 
glee, for they had never 
thought much of him. 

Now. after two years 
Balai Mukherjee, the 
diminutive unassuming 
young man made his 
presence felt so 
unmistakably in his 
side’s first major 
encounter of the season. 
In every war there are 
warriors who are not cut 
out to look like heroes; 
yet they are the people 
who can turn things 
around Balai 
Mukherjee is an 


obscure, harmless 
figure amid his 
colleagues and foes, yet, 
he can prove a 
stumbling block. In the 
final of the Airlines Cup, 
he proved an 
insurmountable hurdle. 
He truly IS the comeback 
man. 

And Pradip Talukdar, 
The tall lanky, 
arrogant-looking 
Mohammedan Sporting 
frontbner. He was sore 
about not being selected 
for the Bengal squad for 
the Santosh Trophy. He 
had a point to prove and 
excelled himself with 
every match, emerging 


the highest scorer of the | 
toumammt with six ] 
goals to his credit. j 

It was only lotting that ! 
East Bengal’s success iQ' ; 
the final was clinched by i 
Bikash Panji. one of the 
few players in India who . 
owes much of his ! 

success to his 
extraordinary soccer 
sense. Fortunately for ' 
him as well as East 
Bengal. Bikash had two ' 
other intelligrent 
footballers to coordinate 
with him upfront, a 
combination that 
eventually yielded the 
match winner for East 
Bengal. 

Krishanu Dey at his 
best IS the most 
spectacular footballer itf 
the country and the 
most puzzling 
phenomenon on the 
ground for his 
opponents This time 
Krishanu was precise on 
most occasions, both 
when essaying passes 
and off-the-ball position 
play. And it was a 
combination of the two 
that resulted in Bikash 
Panji putting the ball 
neatly home It was not 
too long before the 
curtain came down on 
the second All Airlines 
Gold Cup tournament. 

In the final analysis, 
the All Airlines Gold 
Cup proved the triumph 
of a long-lost factor in 
Calcutta soccer. 
Inspiration. The will to 
win. The spirit of 
competition. For a shade 
too long, the Calcutta 
giants did tremendoxis 
injustice to their 
reputation and the game ' 
itself. The success of the 
Airlines Gold Cup was a . 
good omen. It certainly 
marked a change in the ' 
attitude of the Calcutta 
players. And it’s attitude 
that makes all the 
difference. 
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Tfie keynote IS 
inoderation 


4 

S TIlX<;iatba topic isf 
idocdvdandhcwit 
«(fltetoUwbody, 
wa are now Into tbe 
concluding part where 
I we are going to deal 
! with the hard faote How 
! much alcohol will add a 
I calorie? Does alocdjol 
; actually have a 
benetloial effect? If 
you are into sport in a 
hig way, then this is for 
you to peruse 
carefully 
Sxeroawehas 
demonetrated that same 
ability, though, Bolt's 
better to go to the gym 
than to Bit out that time 
atthelooadpub 
Moderation is the 
keynote Dnnkwith 
respect for aloohol’s 
potential dangers Eye 
I your “immunity" to 
hangovers with 
suspicion It means your 
system is getting too 
comfortable witli a toxic 
substance Like any 
addictive drug, alcohol 
has the power to make 
you think everything is 
‘perfect’, when in reality 
It's far from it 


Before you 
uncork 
anything^ 
romombor 
that straight 
alcohol 
itself is the 
ultimate 
Junk foods no 
protein, no 
fat, no 
essential 
carbohydra¬ 
tes, no 
vitamins or 
minorais^^- 
niy calories 


Moderation—^two 
drinks a day —according 
to the medical 
commumty, may not 
damage, and may even 
be conducive to health 
Studies at Cushing 
Hospital in 
Framingham, 
Massachusetts, showed 
that therapeutic glasses 
of beer served daily to 
geriatric patients 
heightened their mood 
and significantly 
increased their 
all-around activity 
within a period of two 
months 

If you are young, well 
nourished and going to 
the gym every day, 
moderate daily drinking 
appears to have positive 
effects on the HDL levels 
and some jxisitive 
psychological effects as 
well However, propose 
your toasts after you 
work out, never before 

Nevertheless, before 
you uncork anything, 
remember that straight 
alcohol Itself is the 
ultimate junk food no 
protein, no fat, no 
essential carbohydrates, 
no vitamins or 
minerals—only calories 
A gram of alcohol has 
seven calories A shot of 
80-proof vodka has more 
than 100 calories Two 
shots (the inoderation 
level) have 800 calones 
In a week, that’e i ,400 
calonee. and m a year, 
tbat‘B<the calories 
equivalent of 80 pounde 
of fat. Any smart 
bodybuilder knows how 
quickly a yeiu^ passes 
when fighting for 
muscular gains. 


Chmbing over that 
20-pound wall of fkt 
makes the bodybuilding 
effort all the harder Do 
you really need it*^ 

Look at it another 
way, though Some 
alcoholic beverages have 
beneficial nutrients 
Beer, for example, 
which has the least 
alcohol per volume unit 
of most of the popular 
drinks, does have food 
value A 18-ounce bottle 
contams about a gram of 
protein, 14 grams of 
carbohydrate, and small 
amounts of niacin, 
riboflavin, phosphorus, 
magnesium and 
calcium 

A 3 > 'i’-ounce glass of 
wine, which contains 
about the same amount 
ol alcohol as a bottle of 
beer, has far smaller 
percentages of the RDAs 
of magensium. calcium 
and phosphorus, 
one-tenth of a gram of 
protein, and about 
one-third as much 
carbohydrate as a bottle 
of beer But it contams 
iron, about 4% of the 
RDA in that 3Vfe-ounoe 
glass 

Both beer and wine 
oontam silicon, an 
element, according to 
medical reports, that 
helps prevent hardening 
of the arteries Studies 
suggest that people in 
parts of England and 
Finland where silicon 
concentrations m 
drinking water are the 
highest have lower 
death rates from heart 
disease 

Medical studies now 
suggest that the atahty 


to handle alooherf may be 
genetically determined 
Becent studiee hi Jiqian 
have shown that half the 
Orientals do not have 
tlw hver enzymes that 
metabolize alcohol 

If you happen to be an 
athlete with a strong 
constitution and a better 
than normal capacity for 
tolerating alcohol. keep 
in mmd the dangers of 
drmking too much 
When you take a dnnk, 
you are gettmg a 'fix’ 
from your favourite 
drug Remember, 
drinking is what makes 
you drunk When you 
take a dnnk because you 
think you need it or 
when it becomes central 
to any relaxing activity, 

It 18 something to worry 
about 

Just as exercise 
enhances your life, let 
alcohol enhance your 
exercise Enjoyadrmk 
or two a day That 
amount can actually be 
good for you But more | 
than that—on a regular 
basis —18 too much of a j 

good thing > 


Drink with 
respect for 
alcohol’s 
potential 
dangers. 
Eye your 
‘immunity’ 
to 

hangovers 

with 

suspicion; 
aioohoihas 
the power to 
make you 
think 

everything 
is ‘perfect’ 
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SOCCER VIOLENCE 


Are Iheie Any Answeis? 


T he violence has pot to stop 
The seasonal succor orpy of 
razors, tear pas and hysteria 
has noK' become a very real 
phenomenon One which evokes a 
terrible fear A fear that is 
eventually leplaced by rape. The 
hoodlums have to go. 

On May 12 , Mohun Bagan and 
Mohammedan Sporting literally 
fought for the All Airlines Gold 
Cup One won. the other rioted 
Standing on Esplanade East with 
a colleague, at approximately 5 45 
pm the sight of people running 
helter skelter (albeit for safety) 
made us nervous. And saaivd of 
what may happen And why is it 
that every year, when East 
Bengal. Mohun Bagan and 
Mohammedan Sporting play 
against each other, ordinary 
people are scared Often for their 
lives. And not without reason 
Crowd violence is a 
phenomenon which has engulfed 
the Western world .rioting, 
vandalism and bloody faces are 
now synonymous with world 
soccer. England's expulsion from 


the European footballing 
community was a direct result of 
their fans inability to behave 
themselves. And Heysels (where 
39 people died) now stands as a 
testimonial to the depths of 
inhumanity in sport But in 
Calcutta, death and soccer are not 
uncommon. The worst incident 
occuring in 1980 when 1 people 
died during a Mohun Bagan-East 
Bengal match. But unlike Heysels 
we never learnt a lesson. 

The problem in Calcutta 
however is distinct and manifold 

a) violence is restricted mainly to 
matches involving the ‘Big Three’ 

b) in some matches the violence is 
c’onfined only to the stadia, the 
usual pitched battles between 
opposing supporters, c) other 
matches take a communal turn 
and the repurcussions are felt all 
over the city and d) often the 
violence spills over the stadia. 

Timing is essential. If the police 
see a certain section of the crowd 
misbehaving they must 
immediately subdue them 


onto the streets and into the lives 
of the innocent common man. 

The police in this respect can 
only play a limited role. Numbers 
seem to be the important factor 
here In the Airlines Gold Cup 
final 8000 policemen were present 
at the stadium. During the Mohun 
Bagan-Bast Bengal semi-final a 
lesser number wasn’t enough to 
stop a pitched battle although the 
police apparently did get into the 
act too late. Timing is essential 
and if certains sections of the 
crowd are subdued quickly a 
major disaster could be averted 
They should as I'ar as possible, be 
discriminate in their attacks on 
the crowd—innocent specators are 
often victims of tear gas and the 
lathi 

Regarding stones and razors et 
al, a meticulous body check prior 
to a match-although logistically a 
problem—could perhaps be 
introduced All those carrying 
anything remotely dangerous 
should be arrested 

When the mob erupts on the 
streets, the police unfortunately 
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are at a disadvantagre. They 
cannot be at the proverbial 
everywhere at everytime, and 
thus often reach troubled areas 
too late. 

Now however, especially when 
matches areheldattheMaidan, 
certain areas can be marked out 
and patrolled . Red Road, 
Esplanade. New Market area. 
Dalhousie. Dharamtala and All 
India Radio are always scenes of 
mayhem 

The British, who have a 
gruesome history of soccer 
vidence, have experimented with a 
series of reforms to try and 
control this phenomenon While 
some may not be applicable to the 
Indian experience they are worth 
noting 

1) Opposing fans are absolutely 
cut off from each other. 

Something that can be easily done 
here. 

2) If a particular club's 
following have a unsavoury 
reputation, they are banned from 
all games played away Ex East 
Bengal fans could be banned from 
a Mohun Bagan/East Bengal game 
at the Bagan grounds Not very 
effective, as unlike England, the 
clubs are situated near each other 
and problems could erupt outside. 
Plus clubs would not be willing to 
suffer the finanacial loss 

3) An identity card system has 
been initiated by a few foreign 
clubs In Calcutta, this would 
entail clubs issuing identity 
cards, obviously after coiisidrable 
screening Only people with such 
cards would be allowed into the 
ground: it would at least ensure 
for a certain amount of 
accountability. But this is a vast 
cumbersome process and more 
important it does not allow for the 
casual spectator. (Are their any 
casual spectators left‘s) 

4) Closed circuit TV is another 
experiment that foreign clubs 
have flirted with While it 
manages to pinpoint areas of 
trouble, it is primarily successful 
in in getting the troublemakers on 
film. Identification and arrest are 
then made easier. In Calcutta, 
such an expensive proposition is 
out of the question. 

5) Since close circuit TV is not 
plausible, some other viable 


Players whose behaviour on the 
field incites spectators into 
violence should be suspended or 
banned 


means of identification must be 
experimented with There is no 
question about the fact that some 
individuals attend matches only to 
create tiouble. 

6) If rioters are caught, 
punishment should be harsh We 
must never forget that people 
have died l^ast fortnight five 
soccer thugs in England were 
sentenced to prison terms 
ranging from 5-10 years Such 
measures here could only be a 
deterrent. 

7) Playere abroad have been 
constantly and olten suspended if 
they deliberately misbehave thus 
inciting the crowd into violence. 

In 1U80, theBidesh Bose-Dilip 
Palit confrontation was definitely 
partially responsible for the 
carnage that took place. Last 


fortnight Abdul Majid, Chima 
Okerie and Bhaskar Ganguly did 
their bit to excite the crowd But 
these highly paid stars are 
constantly pampered and always 
forgiven. The authorities, for 
obvious reasons, can’t seem to 
exercise control or discipline. Yet. 
if players can’t behave they 
shouldn’t be allowed to play. 

81 Neutral venues are a valid 
concept In Calcutta, the Salt Lake 
Stadium with its ideal location 
(out of town) and large capacity 
(easiei to segregate the opposing 
fans) is definitely an advantage. 
However, the politics involved in 
using or not using it remain 
debatable 

While many of tlie above 
concepts are not workable in 
Calcutta, others may be. Yet. the 
IFA and the Calcutta clubs must 
again focus their attention on tliis 
problem and find a workbale 
solution before more people are 
hurt. Or killed 
Rohit BrIJiMtti 
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QUESTCOLUMN 


LETTER FROM 
AMERICA 

Paul Fein on what’s 
happening in American 
tennis 





I VAN LENDL'S 
relationship with the 
press has gone from 
frosty to friendly in 
recent years Sowhen 
The Fort Lauderdale 
Sun-Sentinel asked him 
to complete sentences 
about himself, the 
world's No 1 player 
complied with revealing 
answers 

If 1 could do it over, 1 
would have “Beg un my 
physical training 
earlier ” 

My most humbling 
experience was “Losing 
the 1983 U S Open final 
to Jimmy Connors ' 

My major 
accomplishment is 
"Winning the 11 S Open 
two years in a row ’ 

If I could change one 
thing about myself I 
would bo "More 
outgoing ” 

If I just had more time 
I'd “Get my college 
degree " 

My fantasy is ‘To bt> 
remembered as one of 
the greatest tennis 
players who ever lived ’ 
The Connecticut Czech 
also recently rapped Ins 
two longtime rivals in 
USA Today ‘ I think 
(Jimmy) Connors 
believes he has to hate 
everybody he plays (in 
ordei) to play b€*tter and 
(John) McEnroe just 
about hates everybody 
who can beat him,” 
f jendl told Doug Smith 
“He used to hate 
Connors and me Now he 
has to liate the top 50 " 
About 18-year old 
New Yorker Samantha 
Frankel with whom he 
lives, Lendl, 27 
confided “1 don’t think 
getting married tind 
having childien would 
go with what 1 m trying 





Lendl: “I wish to be 
remembered as one of 
the greatest players who 
ever lived” 


to do It's extremely 
hard to keep a 
i-elationship going, but 
it’s something which is 
also very valuable. She 
helps me achieve what I 
am achieving and that 
makes my success a part 
of hers ’ 

W HO. WHAT AND 
WHERE-“Marlly- 
n Beck s 

Hollywood” syndicated 
column reports that 
Catling Bassett. 10, and 
Rolx-rt Seguso 24. are 
“pre-engaged 
Believe it or not,Houston 
University a school 
wit li 33 (XJO students in 
a state with a sti ong 
tennis tradition and an 


enviable climate is 
dropping its men s 
tennis piogram at the 
end ol the cm rent 
season Houston s 
athletic depai tment has 
an estimated $4 million 
shortfall and 
elinuiidtiiig the 
estimated $ l OO OOO 
tennis budget is 
intt'iided to i educe tfiat 


deficit without diluting 
other sports piograms 
The USTAspioud 
motto IS Ti'iims the 
sport for a liletinie 
Now, at d time ol 
declining tennis 
pai ticipat ion t he USTA 
under 1 he enlightened 
leadership of President 
Gordon Jorgensen is 
trying to change its 
traditional private club 
image and broaden its 
appeal to all Americans 
The Jol lowing 
paragraph appeai*ed in a 
USTA print ad “We have 
different social 
backgrounds skin 
colours and politicul 
viewpoints The 
differences mean 
nothing We exist 
because of our common 
bond to tennis 


I ASKED Tim Mayotte 
if the United States 
will beat West 


Germany m their July 
24-26 Davis Cup 
encounter at H^tord 
Connecticut and he 
exuded confidence 

“Yeah we're g^ing'to 
win* he briskly replied 
and then rattled off the 
reasons why “We have a 
better doubles team (Ken 
Flach and Robert 
Sef^uso) There second 
(sinerles) spot won t be as 
good as ours And 
whoever plays (Boi is) 
Beckei has a chance to 
beat him 

Mayotte who has 
captured two Gi and Pnx 
titles this year and 
ranks No 10 will 
probably get the nod 
from Davis Cup captain 
Tom Got man to play no 
2 singles behind John 
McEnioe Tim believes 
he 11 be picked unless ht 
does really pool ly at 
Wimbledon (where he s 
letiched at le<it.t the 
round of lb tot the past 
six yeai bland 
lower 1 anked Paul 
Annacone David Pate oi 
Brad Gilbert do 
extremely well theie 
“Then they could sne4ik 
in he says 

The man they c all 
Gentleman Tim lot his 
admii able court 
manners showed he s 



human just like the rest 
of us At the WCl finals 
in Dallas fiustiated Tim 
was fined $500 for 
racquet abuse dui mg 
his hve-set loss to Stefan 
Edberg 

Although newspapers 
don t carry standings 
for sportsmanship 
awards Mayotte is the 
1987 Grand Pi ix leadei 
He won such awards at 
the Lipton International 
and Volvo/Chicago 
tournaments 

Ctontleman Tim Mayotte 
was actually fined $600 
for racket abuse in 
Dallas 








N K'K HOLl MTll; Rl 
thinks he (an 
levtisethc 
clistui bing:de hiu of 
Amei K an mi n s tomns 
and pri haps pioduct 
our next suix istai 
How,*? The 
lonti over sial i o.u li 
plans to c leatean 
amaleui tiavt Ihng team 
ot SIX toe ight Illinois 
who would play the 
pioftssioii il llllUlt 
His rone (pt new in 
tin Unitid {states but 
comiiionplatfc in man\ 
foieiRii 

countius jnovidesoui 
most t ill nted tii nagi 
piospiitswith it hud 
altcinativi Hitherto 
thin options win 
limited tithei totuining 
pio which sumo 
mist xkc nl\ did 
ptf m ituiely at 16 l 7 oi 
IK oi to attending 
college when then 
ton n I s pi og 1 OSS of 1 on 
stalk'd aftc i i c ertaiii 
point 

lilt beauty of 
Bollcttiiiis ippio<ich IS 
that thost boys can 
postpone loi a year tin 
ofti n diftic ult 
colli gc veisus piu 
dix ision without losing 
thi II <unaloiii status ind 
(olkgt spoitsi ligibility 
1 hey will bt pi lyiiig toi 
ATP r inking |xmits but 
notpii/i mom V 
Puitliii they will 
gain ininu nsi ly 
valuibU lonifietitivi 
oxpi n< lice incl li irn 
sonic sobei mg lealitic s 
chitlly that I hi piotoiu 
giinil can bi mg 
trust I ition oxh luslion 
dtpiission and boitdum 
cn louti to tiu uiuf It im 
dc -.t mat ion ot ( mu 
loitum aiuliiia)oi titJis 
hnligliteiud the vast 
mafoi itv will 
subscxtuonllv eiitc i 
collegf'anyway figims 
Bollottii 11 
Although till 
ment will 
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loi iiially stait 
SipumU'i 1 Bolliltuii 
"iO IS illoady coaching 
indite squad licmi his 
Bt idiulon Flonda 
ai adt my on the US IA 
fSitellitc K ircuit Weie 
Imdmgoui way getting 
oui It e t wife! now hi 
ixplamedtomi noting 
Ih it his students tii 
pa\ ingthf 11 own 
t x])f list s w lilt h won t 
bt the e isi m thi 1 ill 
Hoik tIlf 11 s btiys ait 
quickly making thiii 
niai k Nine qualified toi 
lilt spots m till 







McEnroe was a genius 
and he was great foi 
tennis 


Si gmi nt I USi A C iic uit 
Misttiscliaw with 
16 yeai old Floi idian 
Jim( ouiioi winding up 
No i Bolli tticii calls 
Count I OUI amnia) 
and pi edit ts tht 
g I ouncistHiking shiggei 
IS going to lx tei r ilic 
Nick Usolavosabout 
UnceKaish l'a( gieat 
touch and solid 
gioundios ) 6 1 Now 


Yoikei Marco 
Cacopaido( a big serve 
andvolleyer ) Doug 
Flacht Just like hiB 
biothei Kon smart as a 
whip and hits the ball on 
the use ) Tim Jessup 
lfa( a very cool cat on 
thee oui t gi eat volley 
and backhand ) Martin 
Blackman( When his 
serve IS on hos 
dynamite ) Malivai 
Wishmgton David 
Wheaton Al Parker 
Muiphy Jensen Mike 
Brown and Mark 
Knowles 15 and! torn 
the Bahamas ( piobably 
the most all aiouiid 
playci wt have ) 

Bollt ttif 11 stresses 
that tlif Ubl’A which 
has its big iiamePlayei 
UevdopmtiitC ommittee 
woi king on soivu g oui 
big tunc w cx's has 
absolutely iiocoimtHlion 
with his scheme Hi 
s lys li It nds ol mine 
will be sponsoimg his 
ti ivi llmg squad 

QUOTE OF WB MONTH 

I VAN 1 1 NDI 

asscitmg til it powti 
has It placed Imtsseal 
the highest Icvtlof 
men stf mils MtLnoit 
was a genius and lie w is 
gieat loi tennis when he 
w IS dominating bul he 
sol a bad example loi Hit 
otliLi guys 'Ihcy 
thenight they didn t have 
to woi k haid to be No 1 
1 hey )ust had to stimg 
then 1 ackets Ipifllsc Now 
tliat Boi is (deckel) and 1 
die on the top thei^aie 
many morkbtg hittet s 
1 hey do it lasca^o 
they 1 e copying me and 
Boi IS but they i e also 
doing it because they 
have no choice If they 
I eluse to do it they will 
go down the di am Tht 
young guys c oming up 
will eat them up Guys 
oveipowei MeKnicx'ona 
1 egular basis now 
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ALL §N THE GAME 


The Track 
of Success 

Is It misleading? 

S OMK guvs have all 
the luck AkiIIu* 
didn t all eddy have 
enough Sunil Gavabkai 
was t he i w opii'iit of a 
lavish gilt iiom the 
Indian Hail wavs fiee 
au conditioned In st 
class tiavel foi him and 
his fatnily foi as long as 
they hvo That sold hat 
you might say Hut wlnl 
IS iiotewoi tli\ IS the 
nianiiei in whu h lh« 
fust flee tiain iide went 
off 

'1 Tdvf Ihng with Ins 
f^inih ftoin Hornbav to 
Nt V. Delhi hs the 
Ra)rihani I* xpiess 
Cfdvaskai irally 1 ippi d 
up all tlu* (eh hi it v 
sei vice that w i‘ 
act oi (It'd to him dui mg 
tilt loni 11* \ Hut CM 11 ht 
must havf hct'ii i nntt 
sni 1)11st cl V h( n Hit 
ti am ))uht‘(l into til* 

N<'W l)t Ihi i.iilvc i\ 
station A jil itfonii lull 
of lansimd Noith* in 
Hailvca\ st iff wt ii 
asst mhh (1 tilt II to 
wc'konic tluMi hc'ioto 
Delhi And(ia\ iskai ’ 

11 111 to Ins f 1 It kt t 
supc 1 St 11 imagt ht 
hopped oil tilt tiamand 
annoiinifxl that ht had 
h.ul a git'at )oui m \ anti 
was lit t nough tt» i ush 
off and play a c i ic kt l 
mate h 

1 he point IS while 
accepting that the man 
IS a desc i ving * ecc piunt 
of this lavish gilt it just 
might have bt>en bettei 
to let some of the smallei 
names in Indian sfioi t 
avail of this facility 

Pro Or Am 

Everyone’s 

confused 


P KOraSSIONALoi 
amateiii Even as this 


c|Uostion 1 agesthiough playeis espi*clally the 

thewoildof king of them dll John 

intei national tennis and Mchniot' Jt lemy Shales 

athletic s cnii vei y own was pushed out of his 

(Jeet St thi has lit the lin )obas a lull tim* 
of (ontioveisy by lettnig piolt ssional teinns 
off to London to play the umpm due to pi essui t 
Pio Am billiards and liom the pi lyeis Using 

snookei cirt ml tht it then consicit table 

Fit) Am touinammits mnsclt they lilt i *Jlv 
noimallv have a hustled tlu Men *■ 

piolessional spoitsinan Intel nation il 

It ammg np with an Fiolt ssional 'It niiis 

amatein nsnallv i t ouncil into ai ct iJtmg 

lh< II t hdig-f that SInles 
did not met I the 
ler^uned si iiid lid-, foi 
pi oil ssK nal umpn t s 

But mawfltonit 
movt the tom name nt 
f ommiUet fte tlu 
U imbh tion ti inns 
I h.inifiionshipshave 
nphi 1(1 the Ihitish 
It ni'is Umpm s 
Assik 1 it ion s 
imamnions 
it (omme ndition to 
1 ( mst ite Sh ill s at tins 
\t n s Wnnbli don 
Hefnsmg to but kit 
undej ])1 nt 1 pit ssuii 
tlu HT I'A h nt takt n tlu 
In St sit p th it goes to 
1)1 ovf tb.it tht tf nnis 
piofessioii.ilsol lodiv 
ma\ lusl bt gt tli if too 
big loi tht 11 boots 



c ( If bi It v fiom the wot Id 
ol slu)wbi/ Woiidei 
whit h suit of thecoin 
(ic*i t Sethi fits ■’ He 
c ei taml\ ck nit '■ th.it In 
IS piofessional Is hi 
tht 11 g'ling to p.it ti (1 a 
inoft ssioiial cm isl is 
the imaU in ■’ 1 hat 
should Iji cjuiti m 
iwt somi c omhin ition 

For Better 
Or For 
Worse 

SJidles IS back 

T ill I III gi ol (11 ant 
ti mils f)i t v* 1 s IS 
bai k Having D't 11 
mvolvi d with iii.nn a 
liacas with top 1 inking 
If iM llioustt mils 


The Rebel 
Returns 


Will there be 
anothet ? 



T wo years after he 
shoe kc*d his eimif 
countiv bv leidinga 
It bt 1 team to South 
Af'ica Kimbeilev 
Hiight s IS back in the 
cIKketingcolumiib The 
bad Ijov of Austi chan 
< 1K ket h.is been 
c illid—dlongwith Ills 
I ebf 11( animates J t n v 
Alik 1 man Tom Ilogan 
incl (»U'g Shippei ri to 
tiam with the WeHtein 
Aiutialia squad li om 
till loithcoming season 
11 j\ ing sei veci out Ins 
two veai ban from 
Sht ftn \tl (omix'tition 
Miiglicsir entiv into top 
ch iw Austialian 11 icket 
IS going to lx wdU hed 
w'lth intt lest Aftoi all 
tht 11 s just one vt ar left 
fot linn to be eligible loi 
St lection to the national 
tc'ain 

I* vun as the 
A list r ahans pi epai e 
theirist Ives loi the 
letiii nof the lebel Ihev 
wei e given a sc .ire as 
then piesent skippei 
Allan Bor del 
announced that lie 
might tonsidt 1 playing 
in South Atric.! in spite 
of tlu* automat 11 ban il 
the pi ice was light 
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NEWSMAKERS 


WHEN THE 
PLEASURE 
RAN OUT 

L iving up to tiie 
ag'P-old cliche 
‘hang'iriK up his boots’ 
IS the French football 
star Michel Platini 
Having spent the bet¬ 
ter part of his life on 
the tcxitball field, the 
highlights of his 
career are the three 
‘Kuropx>an Footballer 
of the Year' awards 
that he won But now. 
after representing his 
-country ever since he 


/'tf i 




first donned national 
colours in March 
1976, Platini has 
finally decided that 
he has had enough 

Announcing his de¬ 
cision through his 
agent just hours be¬ 
fore he went on to 
play the final league 
game for his Italian 
Club Juventus 
against Bresciza Pla¬ 
tini later went on re¬ 
cord as having ‘quit 
because the pleasure 
of playing had gone 

While there are 
many who be’lieve 
that the actual reason 
for Platini s calling if 
a day is actually the 
achilles tendon injury 
that has been 
hampering him foi 
some time now. it cei - 
tainly would lie un¬ 
fortunate if the woild 
has seen the last of a 
footballing genius 
just because of a lack 
of playing pleasure 
As for the man him 
self, he plans to gi't 
involved with his 
foundation which 
combats the problem 
of drugs as well as 
further his business 
interests 

Wonder whether 
he'll miss the game 
more or the game will 
miss him more 



CROSSING THE BORDER? 

A llan border caused a ripple among 
Australian cricketing circles as he com¬ 
mented on a television programme that ho 
would consider playing in South Africa if the 
pi ic(‘ was right Asked what he would do if he 
wa.s offered a sum of $500,(X)0 (US $.350 OOO) 
to play in apartheid ridden &juth Afric-a, Bor 
del shoi'ked everyone* when he said that it 
would be very very difficult to say a flat ‘Nf>’ 
Having lt*d his country s ciicket squad ever 
since Kim Hughes sti'pjx'ri down in the 19H4- 
Htj sea-son Boi tier has b«»en the backbone of his 
teams batting Apart from that he has -ilso 
he<-n the* man who has yielded together a team 
that IS last using on tne* jxntoi manic charts 
And now with this sudden boll lioni the blue 
llordei has shocked evei v 11 k ket lovei in bus 
countiy as well as the Australian Cricket 
Boai d 

C'omnic-nting on Bolder s remarks lari 
McDonald the media managt*i ol the AGB 
said that they were not worried about Bordei 
fon.sidenng an ollei to play in South Aliica 
He lurther went on to say that his skippers 
remaiks weie unnecessarily misc'onstrued 
and there was nothing to worry about But 
with th(' spf'C'tre ol their top player being 
banned from the national team for thr*ee years 
sudd»*nlv llashing in front of them it must be 
a very edgy AGB that draws up their team list 
lor tlic coming World Cup 


FROST PULLS LEVEL 


E ven as Alam Prost 
roared in to take* 
the chequered flag at 
this year’s Belgian 
Grand Pr-ix at the 
Spa Francoi-champs 
track, the champagne 
corks had already 
started popping in 
the Marlboro- 
McLaren pits After 
all. this vein meant 
that Prost was well on 


his way to retaining 
the Formula One 
drivers world cham¬ 
pionship which he 
just about wrested 
away from the un¬ 
lucky Nigel Mansell 

But there was even 
more to cheer foi 
This win - his 27th 
puts Prost level with 
the famous Jackie Ste 


wart for the most 
unis m P'orniula One 
races While Stewart 
notched up his record 
in nine seasons which 
comprised 99 races, 
Prost took just ov u* 
seven seasons but 
many more races 
the result of tfie addi 
tions to the racing 
(a lends r 

But while Stewart 


pulled off his driving 
gloves in 1973 while 
still world champion. 
Prost IS still going 
strong And if the 32- 
year-old Frenchman 
carries on the same 
form that he has been 
di8pla,ying over the 
last couple of seasons, 
he's surely going to 
take the record to now 
heights 







NO WATER 
BABIES 

S o you are 25 years old 
and have given up 
aompptitive swimming 
because you think you 
are too old Here s some 
food for thought 
Vladimir Salnikov 
winner of three Olympic 
titles and a woi Id I ccord 
holder in long distance 
freestyle feels one cun 
become a champion m 
swimming even at the 
age of 30 

The Soviet swimmti 
who is prep inng foi n 


NO WAY, 

MAM 

S OME people If all\ 
havt odd ways of 
luiK tioning Suddf iily 
out of the bluf Mr 
M A M R ^maswamy 
has 1 esigiK d 1 1 orn thi 
president ship ot thi 
Indian Hex ke v 
[“t der ition 
1 he bod\ 1 iddled by 
Intel nal politics was 
bettr 1 off uiidei the 
guidance ofMAM And 
Dne should actually feai 
what thefutiiie holds 
Hut the leal mystery is 
why Ml Kamaswamy 
Jocided to call it quits at 
i time when tliero 


Ph D thesis on training 
long distance 
swimmers actually feels 
that a person can 
improve ever after the 
age of 30 Competitive 
swimming normally 
considered ideal only tor 
the young says 
Salnikov should rely 
moie on quality training 
I athei than volume 

So the next time you 
are feeling lazy anei your 
c oach IS after you just 
quote Salnikov and you 
will get off easy Try 
your lurk 


doesn t seem too be 
much reason foi such 
drastic actions 
Just a month ago 
iltfi the ini' secretary 
Mi K L Pas&i resigned 
following the faicical 
Pune nationals 
Ram iswamv while 
1 1 fusing to ae( ept the 
lesignation said that 
PdSii s step was noway 
to atone for what had 
happened 
Considei mg that 
nothing much has 
cropjDed up since Mr 
Ramaswamv should ask 
himself if his action will 
atone for anything 
Or mavbe there IS 
something moi e to it 
than meets the eye*^ 


RmMwIwi 0a$ 






INDIAN 

SUMMER 

W HILE the c i cam of 
world enc kel has 
descended on England 
for the summei what is 
one of the best all 
roundel s m Ihe woi Id 
doing at home in Delhi‘S 
In the last two seasons 
India’s sKippei Kapil 
Dev pla\ ed fbi 
Northamptonshire and 
then Woicestersliire 
h IS no more the 
English summei loi 
Kapil but the di y heat of 
the Indian capital 
Last year Kapil 
objected to some 
newspaper reports that 
Worcestershire were not 


mteiested m signing 
him on again He 
insisted that the English 
county had lenewed his 
contract What then is 
Kapil doing holding a 
camp loi pace bowler s at 
l>lhi‘> 

1 alented fast bow lei s 
from all ovei the 
country can attend the 
ti ainmg progi amme 
Prommei'<^ and past 
ei leketei s like 
Manmohan Soexi 
RajiuderPal Raghuvn 
hum Ashok Malhotra 
andSunndei Khaima 
have agreed to help out 
in the piogramme 

Well at least Kapil is 
not wasting his time 






ROUNDUP 

PATIALA 

High Horse 

T hough the Asian Youth 
Gymnastic Championship 
(under-18) is scheduled to be 
held in December this year the 
Gymnastic Federation of India 
(GPI) has al ready beg-u n 
preparing the Indian team in an 
earnest manner 
The first training camp started 
at Netaji Subash National 
Institute of Sports, from May 1 
Twenty-four boys and an equal 
number of girls were selected 
from all over the country On May 
3^ tWenty-two gii Is and 17 boys 
were finally 1 ‘etained for the first 
camp after an initial trial 
At the NIS. the young gymnasts 
are in the charge of Mr Gurdial 
Singh Bawa. the Chief Gymnastic 
coach He is being assisted by four 
other coaches m imparting 
training to boys’ section These 
four coaches are Mr Nirbhai 
Singh. Mr P S Nandi. Mr Hazari 
Lai and Mr Nirmai Kanji Ms 
Kalpana Debnath is in charge of 
girls' coaching Three other 
coaches, Jagtar Singh. Samir Roy 
and M D Gurcha are assisting her 
in this task 

These probables are undergoing 
two sessions of hard training 
daily In the morning, the boys 
are coached from 6 30 to 8 45 
A M and after that, till 11 A M , it 
IS girls’ turn to improve their 
all-round gymnastic skill In the 
evening there is a joint session 
from 4 30 to 7 30 Beside this, 
through various discussions, 
young gymnasts are also taught 
the finer points of then art 
Because gymnastics is the 
mother of all sport, so it is 
essential for every count ry to 
impart the training of gymnastics 
at mass level, if it wants to 
Succeed But the situation is very 
different in India as the sport 
presents a dismal scene in the 
country We are still ages behind 
frontline Asian c^iuntries like 
China, the two Koreas. Japa,n. and 
others So it requires no repetition 
that the chances of Indian 
gymnasts winning medals in this 
Asian Championships are not 
even remote 


But still Indian gymnasts can 
learn so much from their superior 
opponents by competing in this 
championship Chief c'oaches 
Bawa and Kalpana. both 
expressed satisfaction at the slow 
and steady progress made by the 
gymnasts during the training 
Speaking to Sportsworld. Mr 
Bawa also called for setting up 
more gymnasium halls with 
certain basic infrastructure in 
different parts of the counti y. so 
that voungstci’s can be lured into 
the game at a tender age For 
further improving the prevailing 
standards Mr Bawa was of the 
opinion that training camps 
.should^ be held all around the year 
Otherwise advantages gamed 
during the camp are lost during 
the intervening period 

Mr Bawa al.so refei'red to the 
foui year plan chalked out by GFI 
to improve the standard of Indian 
gymnastics by the 1990 Asian 
games For the Asian Youth 
Championship four camps have 
been planned Each camp will be 
of six-weeks duration and all 
camps will be held at NIS, Patiala 
In subsequent camps the number 
of gymnasts will be pruned down 
considerably 

But thesovon-raonth long 
preparation may prove to be of no 
use. if the Indian team is not 
allowed to compete in the Jakai'ta 
meet Since the Seoul Asian 
Games, very few Indian teams 
have been cleared for participation 
in international meets abroad It 
can also happen to Indian 
Gymnastic youth team 

But let’s hope that events will 
take the turn tor the better by then 
and the government will change 
its policy of a “blanket ban” of 
sorts Otherwise, these tender 
youngsters may fool frustrated 
after training for so long and may 
ultimately give up the game 
altogether 

In that case, it will sound the 
death-knell of Indian gymnastic 

The Sports Ministry must let 
better sense prevail. 

AmarJH Singh 


JAMSHEDPUR 

Coming: The 
Hariem 
Globetrotters 

M ore and more attention is 
now seemingly being given to 
the development of sport in all 
its branches in this steel city to 
justify Its claim as the “sports 
capital” of Bihar And t he winter 
months being best suited for 
sports activities, at least three 
international sports events 
between November 1987 and 
January next year have been 
slated involving three national 
sports bodies—Indian Olympic 
Association (lOA), Basketball 
Federation of India (BFl) and 
Indian Amateur Boxing 
Federation (lABF) Two of the 
series will be hold in November 
and the other in January 1988, Mi 
Adrien Kennedy. Tisco’s Manager 
of Sports, told newsmen here 
Since the elaborate arrangements 
were to be crystalised by 
September next, no dates could be 
announced immediately, Mr 
Kennedy said 
The first on card will be an 
exhibition basketball contest 
between the famous 
"Globetrotters” of Harlem, USA. 
and the BFl eleven at the local 
United Club Stadium, now 
specially equipped with all the 
facilities for a first class match, 
said Mr P N Sankaran, Secretary 
General of the BFI Mr Sankaran, 
a middle order executive of Tisco, 
and also the Honorary Secretary 
of the Jamshedpur Sporting 
Association (JSA), further 
informed that with the active 
patronage of Tisco, a fully 
coached JSA team which has by 
now been strengthened by the 
inclusion of a few high-standard 
footballers, will match up with St 
Germaine from France at the 
Keenan Stadium here in January 
next, ostensibly to add to the 
Jamshedpur-based Tata Sports 
Foundation's kitty, like the two 
previous visiting teams from 
Brazil and West Germany, the 
latter playing a match in 
Jamshedpur 
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In November this year, the 
seven-nation South Asian 
Federation team will be seen in 
action m what may be termed as 
the greatest athletic meet in Bihar 
in a 5-day enthralling session in 
this steel city in five 
disciplines—athletics, football, 
volleyball, boxing and handball, 
and the participating nations are 
Burma, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Nepal, Pakistan. Sn Lanka and 
India The inter-nation matches in 
all disciplines will be conducted on 
league-cum-knockout basis 
according to Mr Kennedy 
To a question why and how the 
athletic events could be conducted 
in only two available venues in 
Jamshedpur, and that too on turf 
while the ideal Telco Stadium the 
largest in Bihar, ideally suited for 
track events with cTimplete 
infrastructures, was ignored 
despite popular grievances from 
Jamshedpui s populous 
Telconagar, Tisco’s Manager of 
Sports, Kennedy gave newsmen 
the impression that since the 
announccHl programme of the 
impending sports events were 
linked with Tisco-dommated State 
Sports organisations who could 
find the finances, Jamshedpur 
could possibly “dictate the tune “ 
Mr Kennedy, however, quickly 
added that there was “no hassle on 
this score between Tisco and 
Telco when he was reminded that 
only about a couple of years back 
Tisco had, apparently under 
compulsion, gone to the Telco 
Stadium to stage its Open 
National Athletic Championship 
(ON AC) 

Anjan Chstterjee 

CALCiriTA 


Heat And Power 

A midst the lush green grass 
courts of the South Club a 
tennis coaching camp was 
held from May 8 to 17 The camp 
was sponsored by Power, Bata 
The National coach, Mr Akhtar 
All and the former Davis Cup 
player, Mr Jaidip Mukherjee 
coached the sixty odd boys and 
girls from the age of 14 and below 
This camp was nbt for boys and 


Jaidip Mukherjee and Akhtar All 
show the youngsters some of the 
Biner points 

girls who think tennis is 
something to be played over the 
weekend This was foi the 
determined and serious plavei 
only Htii dlv any bfisir or 
preliminary training was given 
The top twooi three players iiom 
the tennis playing club.s ol 
Calcutta and Iroin otliei States 
wf-FP put through theii paces and 
then mistakes and shortcomings 
were ('orrected under the 
experienced eyes of Ah and 
Mukherjee Some children had 
come for this camp from .is fai as 
Uttar Pradesh. Assam and Bihar 

There was a lad from Hyderabad 
whose tennis racket was bigger 
and heaviei than him but as you 
say you can t keep a good man 
down, so was the case with this 
boy He went for his shots witli 
gusto and total confidence And 
he got the ball across 

During the ten days of the camp 
the children practised six to seven 
hours a day All was very proud of 
them and said that not one of them 
ever uttered a word, they ki pt at it 
through the summer’s heat of 
Calcutta What the children 
lacked m experience they made up 
for with their enthusiasm in 
learning 

All also said that this camp was 
held with two purposes in mind, 
firstly the children should get into 
a habit of practising daily and 
seconoly to chalk out a plan fc 


each child to follow till the next 
camp 

These camps are going to be 
held over summer and AIi and 
Mukherjee are intending to hold 
them as often as possible m 
Calcutta, Bombay. Delhi, Madras 
•ind in some other major cities 
They plan to hold a final camp in 
whic h the best two or three 
players would be invited from 
each camp 

Ah b dream would come true if 
some of the boys and girls in the 
camp make it to the national and 
international tennis circuit It is 
aliout time some change took 
place some of t hese youngsters 
had a share of the limelight and 
Slorv monopolised by a few for far 
tcxi long And it seems to be 
coiniiiR true with Zeeshan Ah and 
Knneo Pipperno already forces to 
be reckoned with 

It IS an unfortunate fact that the 
youngsters of today hardly get 
the time and opportunity to play, 
let alone take up any sport 
seriously It’s study, all the time 
They never think in terms of 
following up a sport as a career, 
except for cricket The reason for 
this is that there is no 
encouragement or inc'entive given 
to them 

So when one finds Akhtar Ah 
and Jaidip Mukherjee trying to do 
their best to promote the game 
and encourage youngsters one 
should not miss the opportunity 

4 .,^ 4. 
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DIARY 


May Yannick Noah 
and Miloslav Met'ir 
crash out of the 
$495 000 Italian Open 
tennis championship m 
•the first round itself to 
leave the field somewhat 
open for the rest of the 
seeds Alsosweatmg'to 
make it past the fust 
round is John McEnroe 
who c omes from one set 
down to beat Franco 
Uavin of Argentina 3-6 
6 2 b-3 

A businessman based in 
Oman waking up 
rather late to 
Mohammed 
Aaharuddin s world 
record of three cent lines 
on debut in Test cricket 
announces that he will 
be presenting a Honda 
Accoi d to the ace 
batsman 

May Ajax 
Amsterdam do 
what they haven t 
managed to do in the 
last 14 years winning 
the European Cup 
Winners Cup beating 
Lokomotive Ijeipzig of 
Fast Germany by a 
solitary first half goal by 
skippei Marc'o van 
Basten 

May Mai till Jaite 
seeded 11th loses 
the fust set ol his 
quaiterfiiial match 
against Paolo Cane of 
Italy but comes bat k 
fighting to win the next 
two and set up a 
semiiinal t lash with 
Jaokim Nvstrom 
Nystrom also has a tight 
matt h in the quarters 
but eventually sur vives 
to win in three sets 

Miy Mats Wilander, 
the set ond seed 
makes John McEnroe 
Uxik like a rookie as he 
demolishes him 6 l 6-3 
in t he semifinals of the 
Italian Open tennis 


championship In the 
other semifinal Martin 
.laite beats Joakim 
Nystrom in straight sets 
to deny the Swedes 
another domination of 
the final 

Coventry City gives 
themselves a place in the 
sun as they win the FA 
Cup for the first time in 
their 104 yeai history 
beating fancied 
Tottenham Hotspur 3 2 
in extra time at 
Wembley 

The tournament 
committee at the All 
England Club uphold 
the recommendation of 


the British Tennis 
Umpires Asscxiiation 
and reinstate Jeremy 
Shales as an umpire for 
the coming Wimbledon 
tennis championships 
Shales had b^n 
suspended after the 
players felt that he was 
not capable 

May Mats Wilander" 
puts Martin Jaite 
in his place by thrashing 
him 6-3 6 4 0 4 in the 
final of the Italian Open 
tennis c hampioiisliip at 
Home 


Alain Prost—equalling 
Stewart's record 


Formula One racing 
history is re-enacted as 
Alain Prost wins the 
Belgian Grand Prix to 
tie Jackie Stewart's 
i ecoi’d for the most wins 
in Formula One This is 
Prost fa 27th win in |usf 
over seven seasons 

Michel Platini the 
French soccer 
superstar annoumes 
hifa 1 etii’oment from 
at tive eompetititm after 
his last league match foi 
luventufa Turin 

May India's 
Prakafah Padukonc 
IS still searching for his 
past fat m as he goes 
down in a fighting 
match to Kttdv Isnianto 
of Indonesia in Ihe 
oirening round of the 
world badminton 
t hampuinsliips at 
Bt ning 

Steffi Graf of West 
(Jei maiiv wins hei 14th 
title in as many months 
as she wiaps up the 
$150 OOO West German 
Women s (Jpen tennis 
i hampionslnpat West 
Bci lin beating Claudia 
Kohde Kilst h in 
straight sets 

Abebe Mekonnen ol 
Ethiopia the firm 
favour ite before i ace 
day lives up to 
expectations as he runs 
away with the Pans 
Marathon title by 
clocking 2 hours 11 
minutes and 10 seconds 

May Indian 
ahuttlors have a 
bad dav again at Beijing 
as Syed Mcxli and the 
doubles pairs of Leroy 
L) 3a—Ami Ghia and S 
Mishra-Madhumita 
Bisht lose their world 
badminton 
championships 
matches 












Cheer up! Someday you can tell your 
grandchildren that I traded you 
for the entire 1927 Yankee 
boiiclub/' 


Mf you don't mind me asking, just exactly 
what the heck DID you do?" 


Cqppyi tttS Ce*^Syn»ea>e1wc. 
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Coventry, underdoge from tiie start 
pulled off a fantasnc 3*2 victory m 
SsttiB-time over the much fancied 
Tottsaham Hotspiir Mde. Never m 
their 104 year history had they won 
the Cup and in all probability it will be 
a veiy long time before it happens 
again <yriD» ^leiiiis, (top) the 
rejuvenated (toventry star was again 
at his speedy daagei«us bast, built 
was Keith Hcnohen (laft) who scored 
the aeomid important equalising goal 
Spurs stir Gary Mabbutt. (inSst) was 
his usual buathng ssK, and manggsd 
to husna IMan KfioUns (rightj) into 

aooiHiig fosi^ Out ii^ 

a a 7^a. . . .sn ^ SLjr.is>ajhi 
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mOSSWORD/QUIZ 


Crossword 367 



ACROSS 

1 Bowler with the most wickets 
in a Test stutters towards tlie 
end(5) 

You ticx?d a prexjd this' to win a 
sprint (5) 

4 Kiwi middle distance runnei’ 
of the Sixties ends in a i‘ight 
angle (5) 

6. Bovei'age for a cricket break 

i.'t) 

8 This wood, returning, was an 
England bowler (5) 

9 England opener’s name 
suggests what his bat is (5) 

lO, Middle-distance runner who 
was the good boy of British 
sport (3) 

13. Fry was an adviser to this 
- prince at the Ijeague of 
Nations between the Wars 15) 

14 Piximoter of big-time boxing 
ends in an intoxicant (1.4) 

15 Champion woman golfer has a 
isig-zagged ending, returning 
(5) 


DOWN 

1 Eighteenth century owner of 
cricket grounds in England 
(4) 

2 Kenyan runner ends in a 
circle (4) 

3 Marathon winner at the 
Munich Olympics comprises 
an alternative (7) 

5. Billiards ‘great’ comprises a 
musical instrument (7) 

6. The most unkindest cricket 
stroke, ascending (3) 

7. Bespectacled Japanese table 
tennis player (3) 

11. Stodgy Pakistan batsman. 


this Ahmed bloomed late on 
the Indian tour (4) 

12. The exchange between 

batsman and non-striker is 
summed up in this one word 
(4) 

Excellent: 18-17, Good: 16-15, Fair: 

14. 


QUESTIONS 

Say which of the following 
statements are correct 

1 In basketball during the last 
.seven minutes of play of the 
second half (and during all 
extra periods), all personal fouls 
shall be considei'ed a.s 
committed on a player who is 
throwing for goal 

2 In badminton the server must 
stand behind a service line. 

3. A netball game is divided into 
four quarters, each 15 minutes 



4 In water polo the goalkeeper 
must wear cap No. 1. 

6 Rugby League football is a 
15-a side game 

6 In volleyball the rotation order 
cannot be changed. 

7 Billiards is the senior game but 
now less popular than snooker. 

8 Volleyball was introduced as a 
team competition m the 1960 
Olympic Games in Rome. 

9 In lawn tennis the receiver mus 
allow the ball to bounce when it 
18 served to him 

lo In football no player IS allowed 
to leave the field without the 
referee's permission 

ANSWERS 

1 Incorrect 

2 Incorrect 

3 Correct 

4 Correct 

0 Incorrect 

6 Incori’ect 

7 Correct 

8 Incorrect 

9 Coi roct 
lO Incorrect 

QUESTIONS 

Fill in the blanks according tci the 
nature of the game (The name of 
the I’elevant game is given within 
the brackets in each case) 

1 The time allowed for a time out 
IS (Volleyball) 

2 A match con.sisl s of the tiest of 
game.s <Squa.sh rackets) 

3 A playei' lo.ses a point if he 
touches the ball with his 
hand (Table tmini.s) 

4 Hooking IS (Field hockey) 

0 There is rest lor between 

rounds in all competitions 
(Boxing) 

6 points are awarded for a try 
converted into a goal. (Rugby) 

7 The timekeeper must have 
stop-clocks oi- stop-watches 
(Basketball) 

8 Goalkeepers must wear caps 
(Water polo) 

9. The throw-up must be from 
below the level of the shorter 
player (Netball) 

10 The lines which are used to 
mark out the pitch must not be 
more than in width. 
(Association football) 

ANSWERS 

1. 30 seconds. 

2 five. 

3 free. 

4. illegal. 

5 one minute. 

h. Five. 

V. two 

8 red 

9. shoulder. 
lO. five inches. 
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FRANK KEATING AT LORD S 

England v. Australia, 
Centenary 'lest 

At tea-tirm* t ho band 
played that tiddloy-om 
theme tune from Monty 
Python s FlyiuK Cu'ous 
Honestly it did The 
Royal Mai'ines Hand it 
was and they wen' 
conducted by a precise 
and very 

well-turned-out t hap 
called Hoskins which is 
a vei'y Pyt honesejue soi t 
ol name !So was the day 
A monumental 
cock-up Lord k and all 
of cm ket should b« 
totally aaliamed ol itself 
Someone should resipn 
No one will oleouise 
Their )udpement of 
priorities is 
unbehevabk* 

Aopaientlv. last year.in 
MCC memlK’r nervoiisU 
fingering his 
yellow-and-ied tie w.is 
hauled into the 
secretary s of I uv aiul 
ffiven a dressing down 
and tinul warning loi 
eating an apple in the 
Long Room 'I’lie 
committee taki' a very 
dim view of tlii.s 
behaviour Hloggins a 
very dim view indc'ed 
Shown the 
yellow-and-red I'ard 
Saturday and their 
day of days in lOOyeais 
and they 'I't the whole 
thing go to pot from 
shg-ht oicentrii'ity to 
fairly dwent charades to 
high farce to downright 
teeth-grinding tragedy 
Do you remembei that 
day at The Oval a few 


ycai s ago when we all 
helped mop up after a 
deluge*’’ On Saturday the 
sun shone down and the 
breezes tmmmed but not 
a sack nor a sponge nor 
a pitchfork was in 
evidence The 
groundsman had 
announced quite simply ^ 
at elevenses that the 
match could start easily 
iK'fore lunch The 
umpires said it i ould 
not So did one captain 
And all this time was the 
big boss wander ing 
lound with tx'ady I 

bloodshot eve as livid as , 
his MCC t le keeping a 1 
lookout foT some rotter | 
who was daring to eat an 
apple 111 the I King Room*'' 
At speeches all week | 
guys luigeniig the same i 
t les have got up to say | 
how Lord s wanted us to I 
lerneinbei this 
(elebration shindig foi 
the next lOO years We 
will, sir we will Pray tie 
upstanding especially 
those thau.sands who 
<pi(*ued outside (some all 
night) who were not let 
111 till the uinpiies 
announce play w'lll start 
because officialdom did 


not want to bt' involved 
in argy-bargy about 
refunded money 
A month ago in that 
bureaucratic hellhole in 
Olympic Russia (like a 
fnend said at breakfast 
one Moscow morning 
wficn told the Shah was 
dead good, perhaps 
this bloody hotel will 
now release my 
laundry') one of our 
mam grouses was that 
in the swiond wwk when 
we all wanted tfi go to 
the athletic s stadium 
the pi'css buses to ot hei 
venues would still be 
scheduled Hundieds 
who could not find a 
hubcap or mudguard to 
hang on to would be left 
stranded while empty 
buses c ame and went to 
the pistol sliooting 
langooi the 
egg-aiid-spoon stadium 
or whatever 

Huekpassing Nobcxlv 
at the depot could make 
a decision k'unk turned 
into ridiculous r haos It 
c'ould never happen in 
Britain we said Well it 
can It did on Saturday 
Late in the evening we 
cadging loiterers hung 


around Mick dagger 
The Mick dagger He 
summed it up 'It s been 
a reasonable day for us 
boozers up here in 
private boxes But what 
about the geezers 
queueing and those 
blokes munching their 
sandwiches up there at 
the Nursery End*’ 

Mr dagger agreed we 
might meet again on 
Monday— but we 11 ha\ '> , 
to tune ip to the weathei ' 
forecast—I am not 
turning up to .see the 
umpires inspect the | 
wicket when you ve i 

seen that once you ve ' 

seen it all Quite j 

Then late into the ' 
evening as they i 

announced in blissful 
sunshine that play had 
been abandoned .1 
handful of Australian 
playeis—Chappell 
Lillee Hughes and ^ 

Co -ironically I 

C'ompounded the day s j 
disaster by jogging 1 
around the ground in 
tight little tights Cnioii ^ 
Sebastian' shouted Max 
Boyce ‘C'mon Steve' 
said Ullie Milbui n And 
Lilloc and Chappell ttxik 
the joke and waved back 
They Icxiked cheesed off 
us well 

Even after all the rum 
happenings the 
Centenar.v Test 
cxintinucs oblivious 
Strange ojjposiles— well 
dagger. Boyce. Milhurn 
me and a million 
others—still get 
together today in 
C'elebration (’nekotwill 
still win but. bugger 


Apparently, last year an MCC 
member, nervously fingering his 
yellow-and-red tie, was hauled into 
the secretary’s office and given a 
dressing down and final warning for 
eating an apple in the Long Room. 
The committee take a very dim view 
of this behavior, Btoggins, a very dim 
view inde^...’ Shown the 
yellow-and-red card. 


53 


mQ, crjcket’s 
administration still does 
not know a thing about 
cricket's adoration 

1 was almost the last to 
leave Lord's. In the 
immortal phrase 1 was 
as sponsored ‘as a newt'. 
Well, put It this way, we 
were thrown out of our 
box. 

At the Nursery End 
car park a light went on 
in the corner. In a 
' caravan of all things. 1 
was intrigued. Through 
the undrawn blinds I 
saw a haggard man with 
a thin moustache 
slumped down on a 
bench looking worried, 
at the end of his tether 
He seemed to be saying 
‘I'd just love a nice cup of 
tea, dear, it’s been a hard 
day at the office. ’ 

Painted on the outside of 
this caravan was the 
legend ‘Welton Caravan 
Supplied To D Constant. 
Umpire ’ 

He had certainly had a 
hard day at the office, 
hadn’t he, dear? So had 
we all 

1 September 1980 

One Legged v. One 
Armed 

Yesterday, an amusing 
and intei-esting cricket 
match was played on the 
ground of the 
Manchester Clifford 
Cricket Club, at Old 
Trafford. between eleven 
one-handed men and 
eleven crippled of one 
leg The idea of a game 
which requires so much 
physical energy and 
activity being played by 
men deficient of the very 
limbs most called into 
requisition was novel, 
and almost a burlesque 
on human deprivation 
and infirmity: but the 
skill and agility 
displayed by the men 
were surprising, and 
jgave much amusement 
,tG»the thousands of 





persons who were 
attracted to the sport 
The men are. generally 
speaking, young and 
intelligent, and went 
through their work with 
much zeal and 
liveliness The 
one-armed men had. of 
course, a decided 
advantage in fielding, 
but the one-legged stuck 
well to their stumps A 
man named Langston 
made some splendid 
play on the one-armed 
side, and Lettford 
showed himself famous 
in arms, though 
wanting two legs, and 
both were loudly 
cheeied. 

One IjCgs 138 and 133. 
One Arms 118 
(l^angston 56) and 132 
(Langston 77 not out). 
Olio legs won by 21 
runs 
14 July 1863 


MATTHEW ENGEL AT LORD S 

India v. West Indies 

All manner of strange 
things happened at 
Lord's on Saturday, but 
the strangest probably 
came when Vivian 
Richards, who had been 
playing a game 
somewhere between 
cricket and a 
sophisticated form of 
clock golf, mishit an 
intended pull towards 
Father Time and was 
very well caught by 
Kapil Dev 

The curiosity was not 
just that Richards was 
out. though that amazed 
everyone, not least 
Richards. It was that his 
dismissal did not signal, 
as usual, a retreat back 
into the bars but the 
reverse. It shook the 
crowd back to the 
1 ‘ealisation that India 
could win the Prudential 


World Cup. a possibility 
whierti had been 
eliminated from every 
mind for several hours. 
And at 7,28—two 
minutes to midnight 
back home—they duly 
did. beating West Indies 
by 43 runs. 

Midnight's children 
were deserved and 
decisive winners not just 
of the final, but of the 
whole fiesta. Within the 
past seven days, they 
have beaten Australia. 
England and West 
Indies with conviction 
and flair. The credit 
must go to brave, 
sensible and adaptable 
batsmen spectacularly 
unspectacular bowlers 
helped by their own 
persistence and the 
soggy spi’ing. which 
gave so many pitches a 
speed-deadening soft 
underbelly; and the 
rapidly improving 
captaincy of Kapil Uev 
He outshone Lloyd by 
some distance in the 
final in his deployment 
of much sparser bowling 
resources 

India were 50 to one 
outsiders a fortnight 
ago. 1 Of) to one with one 
gent in the Warner 
Stand between innings 
on Saturday (he is now 
DlOO poorer), and 
heaven knows how 
many thousand to one 
when they were 17 for 
five against Zimbabwe at 
Tunbridge Wells the 
previous week. 

But the blunt fact is 
that the initial odds were 
not wrong If the same 
personnel could be 
reassembled in the same 
circumstances another 
50 times. India probably 
would not win again. It 
IS a bit like the infinite 
number of monkeys at 
an infinite numbers of 
typewriters eventually 
writing Hamlet. And 
there were an infinite 


number of us 
typewriter-types feeling 
like monkeys on 
Saturday night. 

It has to be said that, 
though the excitement 
was worthy of the 
occasion, much of the 
batting was not. India 
had a great deal of help 
from the vanquished In 
detective fiction, it is 
always the unconsidered 
clue—the paint-stain on 
the trousers, the 
cigar-butt in the 
shrubbery—that turns 
out to be crucial. The 
outcome of the final was 
decided after India had 
made a pig's ear of the 
silk purse ol' a start 
given them by 
Snkkanth imd 
Amariiiith and collapsed 
from 90 for two to 130 
for seven 

At this point, the 
crowd’s attention 
started to wander Lloyd 
would be holding up llio 
trophy, just as in 197.5 
and 1979 except for his 
trend ler specs and 
wobblier legs Shall wc 
have the chicken legs 
now or later? It seemed 
of no consequence that 
while Gomes was 
wheeling away, the last 
three wickets were 
adding .53 

Even when Richards 
was batting —a drive to 
three o'clock, a cheeky 
Hick to nine 
o'clock—people weie 
admiring but hardly 
agog It wasjust like 
any number of domestic 
, cup finals. Any news 
from Wimbledon7 
1 Well. West Indian 
batsmen can get nubris 
like all other over-cocky 
c'onquerors. Greenidge 
did not play a ball he 
should have done and 
was bowled: Gomes and 
Bacchus made the 
reverse mistake; Lloyd, 
in pain after 
aggravating his groin 



injury, and Haynes both 
mis-drove. After 50 for 
one. it was 76 for six. 

But to the end there 
were possibilities Dujon 
was reassuring in 
everything except his 
• running All the West 
Indian bowlers can bat, 
and three of them did 
so- -Garner and Holding 
staying together for half 
an hour at the end until 
they had started to run 
out of overs as well as 
wickets. Had the target 
been much less than 
183. West Indies would 
have won. Had it been 
much more, their 
batsmen would have 
been more prudent and 
would probably also 
have won 

Afterwards one 
captain criticised the 
wicket as too favourable 
totheseamers the other 
disagreed. Surprisingly. 


it was Kapil Dev who 
was critical Lloyd 
thought the pitch was 
perfect ly fair and 
blamed his batsmen 
Then he quietly 
announced his 
1 ‘etii‘ement from the 
captaincy All politics 
permitting, Richards 
will load the 198“! West 
Indian party to England 
with Lloyd as his elder 
statesman 

The man of the match 
award—a worthy 
conundrum for 
Brearley's Brain ~ went 
to Amarnath for 
all-round worthiness 
though Madan Lai 
cannot have been more 
than a short head 
behind. 1 would have 
gone for Kapil Dev. for 
bowling well, leading 
well, holding the 
Richards catch and as a 
symbol that India’s win 


belonged to the team add 
indeed the nation. 

India's triumph will 
obvioulsy help the game 
there It may not harm 
the West Indies either. 
The whole tournament 
has done English cricket 
good with much bigger 
average gates than in 
the previous World 
Cups, a total attendance 
of around 250.000 and 
profits of 21 million, of 
which something like a 
half will stay in 
England There would 
have been a far bigger 
profit if English cricket 
had an adequate ' 
.stadium 

The English 
authorities will tell the 
International Cricket 
Conference this week 
that, if they can have a 
bigger slice of the cake, 
they will gladly stage 
another in 1987 
Perhaps if other 
countries took a turn. 
the world could even 
stand one every two 
years India and 
Australia are keen But 
if the Australians staged 
it. they really would 
have to stick to this 
formal, which has both 
cricketing credibility 
and popular appeal, 
instead of lumbering the 
world with their pyjama 
rubbish 

One Hung about the 
Australian one-day 
system, in which 
everyone plays everyone 
else ad nauseam, is that 
It IS less likely to 
produce a shexk result 
than this one. Perhaps 
now people outside Iqdia 
will lie less free with the 
title ‘world champions' 
than the.y nave b^n 
during the West Indies' 
reign. But the shock will 
do us all good. 

India 183.54.4 overs: 
West Indies 140. 52 
overs. India won by 43 
runs. 27 June 1983' 







Somerset v. Surrey 

Amid ff reat scenes of 
enthusiasm J B Hobbs 
the Surrey batsman, 
yesterday equalled iJr 
W G Grace's record of 
126 centunes and the 
record of thirteen 
centuries in one season 
held lointlv by C B Kry, 
Haywai-d and Ilendren 
When stumps were 
drawn at Taunton m the 
Surrey v 'Somerset 
match on Saturday 
Hobb.s had scored 91 not 
out and yestei day 
morning there were 
seyeral hundreds of 
{)f*ople on the ground by 
scweii o clock many of 
them tiavinf* come from 
London in the hope of 
swniifj the completion of 
the century foi which 
Hobbs has been waitinff 
since July 20 Half an 
houi before the start 
there weie over lO OOO 
present and no more 
tickets wt're issued 
When Hobbs appeared 
there was tremendou.s 
applause whu h was 
renewed when he scored 
a single off the second 
ball Then came another 
single, a hit to the on 
Ixmndary off a no-ball 
and two more singles 
Wanting one moic, 
Hobbs faced Bridges and 
reached his goal with a 
single to l«*g The 
ciK*enng broke out 
again, and the players 
on the field rushed to 
Hobbs to sliake his 
hands and thump inm 
on the back Then 
P G 11 Kendei’. Ins 
captain ap}X‘ared with a 
gutilet of champagne 
part of which ! lobbs 
dtank Immediately the 
game was resumed 
Hobbs scored anothci 
single and was then 
caught at tlie wicket 
Hobbs’s wire to Ins 
wife, who IS on holiday 
at Matgate. I’cad Got it 
at last - Jack’ Gun ng 


the luni’tieon interval 
hundnxls of 
congratulatory 
telegrams were I’ereived 
by Hobbs, ini luding one 
trom K M Grace, of 
Tlioriibury Othoi 
messages that reached 
linn w(*ie addressed to 
Gi'eatest cricketei' in the 
world' and 'Superman. 
Taunton ' 

.1 C White, Somerset's 
acting captain said last 
night that he was very 
pleased Hobbs had 
managed to get the 
record-eq uallmg 
centui'y against 
Somerset, as both Grac*e 
and Hobbs scored their 
hundredth century 
against Somerset ‘I 
think ' ho said ‘that 
Hobb.s’s hundredth was 
bet ter than today's 
innings, though the 
latter was an excellent 
etfort We bowled our 


best against him but he 
was in great form ' 

H D Leveaon-Gowoi, 
an ex-oaptain of the 
Surrey club, 
broadcasted from 2 LO 
last night an 
appreciation of Jac-k 
llobbs's achievement It 
was a happy 
coincidence, he said, 
that the scene of Hobbs’s 
triumph should have 
been the same gi-oiind 
where W G’just over 
thii'ty years ago made 
his hundredth century 
He supposed that there 
would ^ways be 
discussion whether ‘W 
G ' or Hobbs was the 
better player 
‘Personally,’ he 
continued, ‘I do not 
think it matters a bit. 
and to anyone who 
asked mo that question I 
would say in reply 
“Could anyone be better 


than 'W G ' and could 
anyone be better than 
Hobbs'^" and leave it at 
that What I think does 
matter is this 'W G ' 
loved the game, he 
played the game, and 
during his era he placed 
cricket on a pedestal 
which can challenge any 
othei- game or sport, for 
fairness and integrity 
Hobbs has done the 
same, and is doing it 
to-day 

Somerset 167 (A 
Young 58 J H Lockton 
4 for 36) and 374 (J C W 
MacBryan 109. Young 
71 G Hunt 59. PG H 
Pender 5 lor 120). 

Surrey 359 (J B Hobbs 
101 Fender 59) and 183 
lor 0 (Hobbs 101 notout. 
A Sandham 74 not out) 
Suri-ey won by ten 
wickets 

Hobbss tfntui'v Hi fhe 
spctmd jiinings beat all 
the records but attracted 
lar less attention from 
the newspapers 

18 August 1925 

NEVILLE CARDUS WAlKING 
OUTOF LORDS 

England v. New 
Zealand, First Test 

I could not have 
behoved, a few .summers 
ago. that the day was at 
hand on which I’d be 
leaving Lord’s on a 
sunny day, after 
watching a Test match 
there for only an hour or 
so 1 departed from 
Ijord's last Saturday, 
bored to limpness, 
because I had seen 
Boycott and Edrich 
compile, or secrete, 100 
runs from 56 overs, 
bowled by game, 
enthusiastic, 
inexperienced New 
Zealand cricketers 
What would Boycott and 
Ednch have done 
confronted by Lindwall 
and Miller, Ramadhin 
and Valentine, Hall and 
Griffith‘S 





In a full day, England 
in a winning position 
versus a team not 
stronger all round than, 
say, Leicestershire. 
produced fewer than 
300. Yet. on television, 
someone described the 
innings of Edrich as 
‘brilliant.’ Had he. as he 
made this public 
pr onouncemen t, 
forgotten Bill Edrich. 
who one day. on a 
spiteful 'green' pitch, 
flayed his spin within an 
inch of its life‘s 
The poor, 
liard'worked TV 
commentators, those of | 
them once upon a time j 
Test match cricketers, j 
did their best to gloss j 
over the England i 

bat.smon s tc*rnbly tedius j 
anonymity Trevor | 

Bailey I'eferred to New | 
Zealand’s le’ft-arin ; 

bowler, Howarth - he j 
said he wfis j 

operating’ as if he 
were a Verity come back i 
to revisit the glimpses of | 
the moon (Mr Bailey 1 
usually refers to a I 

bowler as 

operating'—probably. I 
am inclined to suggest, 
armed wit h an 
anaesthetic ) 

All sorts of excuses for 
the England batsmen’s 
tenlity are put foi ward 
by the television 
commentators Mr 
Laker informs us 
periodically that the ball 
is turning ‘appreciably ’ 
The commentaries go on 
like a chanted rubric. 

Motz is ‘coming up’ to 
bowl. Edrich ‘plays him 
hard to mid-off. where 
so-and-so picks up- no 
run.’ Hardly a hint of 
humour or irony on 
television: the radio 
chatterers are much 
brighter; they are free to 
take their eyes from the 
static, somnambulistic 
scene, and talk of 
irrelevant, and 


u-- 

refreshin gly i rrelevant, 
things 

The prodding and 
tickling round the 
corner’ persists every 
day on most first-class 
cricket fields in this 
country And, every day 
we hear tiie same 
justification for 
strokelessness. the ball 
is ‘doing’ something off 
the seam’, the wicket is 
'green’, or the ball is not 
coming ofl' the bat’ 1 was 
brought up to believe 
that some physical 
propulsion, on the 
batsman’s part. is 
needed to project a ball 
from the bat. The 
bowling, so we are told 
ad nauseam, isjust 
short of a length, 
Bradman hinself would, 
at his best, be kept quiet. 
If you can believe all 
these scientific 
arroganctis’ you can 


believe anything. 

Do the 

seam-short-of-a-length- 
devices check or keep 
quiet the scoring 
strokes of overseas 
batsmen such as 
Goldstein, Richards, 
Ackerman. Pollock or 
Younis Ahmed*’ Does it 
paralyse Mai’iier? None 
of these stroke players 
are half the equals of 
Bradman. Hammond, 
Compton, McCabe, eac-h 
of whom would have 
w’atorcd at the mouth at 
the sight last Saturday 
of the attack (a technical 
term) i »f New Zealand’s 
Taylor. Hadlee. Motz 
and Pollard. Howarth is 
undoubtedly a 
promising slowish 
!eft-arm bowler but. 
bless us, he was free to 
toss them up with no 
fieldsman behind his 
arm in the deep. 


g I remember a 
Ascription of Charles 
Parker’s spin on a dusty 
Cheltenham pitch, given 
to me by ‘young Joe 
Hardstaff. whose very 
presence at the wicket at 
Lord’s on Saturday 
would have seemed to 
bring Derby breeding to 
a company of 
carthorses He was then 
young, and he went in to 
bat for Nottinghamshire 
number six or so ‘in the 
order’. He received the 
last ball of an over from 
Parker, which pitched 
on his leg stump then 
fizzed viciously across, 
just missing the off 
stump So Hardstaff 
walked down the pitch 
to talk to George Gunn 
I can’t play this kind of 
bowling. Mr. Gunn.’ ho 
said. whereat George 
said ‘That’s all right, 
son. Just watch me for a 
little while,’ And for half 
an hour Hardstaff had 
not to cope with anotlier 
ball spun by Parker 
Gunn kept him away 
from Parker 30 July i969 

Lancashire v. 
Yorkshire at Old 
'I'rafford 

We have not received a 
detailed acixiunt of this 
match, nor do we think 
It would have been very 
interesting, for from the 
beginning the Yorkshire 
party seem to have 
shown a decided 
superiority 4 August 1849 
To the editor 

Sir. - There appears to 
be some confusion as to 
w hether the England 
team pi'eparing to take 
part in a truncated and 
apparently highly 
artificial Tc-st series in 
Australia should lie 
playing for the Ashes. 
May I suggest that it is 
played for a specific set 
of Ashes— preferably 
Kerry Packer’s. 

Amanda Skinner 
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tfae.lndian 

^'SkfV^ttaU j^!ke«^ation 
wabie Mat week 
’^^pai^e the wintiers of 

ia^e will now be 
—aaMid 

.'-i^iective stg'hs of relief, 
tihe ie told—in court. 

^So nt3<w I'm seriously 
ObJ^Meiing running for 
. fir^mdentofcHieof the 
' Three Clubs. And if 
f-'iOepted Tm going to 
i'itit^oduoeafew’ 

!' <dianges. For instance, I 
else nopoint in hiring a 
' i^tball secretary if aU 
;the tournaments are 
‘.gc&zig to be decided in a 
'dourt^law anyway. 
Tbnt's step one on the 

revcdution,. 

butigoes the football 
.seiJnstary; in comes a top 
latWyer instead. No 
.matter if he wants a 
'inaakiVesalary, because 
in my teheme of things 
hb'is goihg to be tlie 
; indst Important man in 
thedtib. Ittdoesn't 
nuitter How badly the 
tesxn ^ys during the 
sessm. because the 
lawyer's talent is going 
to be crucial when it 
comes to putting the 
case before the teamed 
lodge. ^ 

' ’Next, 1 guess rti phase 
L pidsllthb curreitt' 
What’s the' 

' ipoftiitof paytng-'them 
'<ii^Eiip«d ssiarias? We'll 
^;^iu B! (» ve financial 
J^iniltejetciMand recruit SS 
^tii^iage players who will 
^ouFs for 
only .reward 
'^P;b>4tfaa loci that' 
tell 

Jp^^gcaiid<^^ in 
^^|&p»Hiy,tlljU'they • 
jiM^ e tt fet’atopotub. . 

’ Wll'i^one better. 
'tH#t/ahci br^ in 
tiie 

Sfbwabout 
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club? Maybe one erf the 
multinational 
corporations would be 
interested lii paying an 
undisclcwed for the 
privilege of having 22 of 
their young executive 
inourcoloure,,’ . 

Perhaps, pioperly 
handled, the situation 
might even arise where 
various companie| 
actually vie for 
opportunity to prg^de 
the plairers for'our team. 
The highest bidder gets 
the privilege; fif^ 3^ 
cent of the bid goes into 
the club's coffers and the 
other fifty goes into my 
Swiss bank aooouht- 

Then well have the 
professional disrupters 
on the sidriines. rea(^ to 
throw a spanner iri the 
works (or at a reitea^) it, 
the team is losing a 
crucial match. Sinop 
well have a legal has<^ 
with the Employment 
Exchange if we don’t. 
give'these gentleumn ^ 
{Upper designations^ we 
ean circumvent the 
problem by calling them 
Soccer Assistants. 
Loosely translated, that 
means when our lack of 


on the turf, the 
Assistants will 
compensate with some 
G^trategio 

bottksthrowing during: 
the match. ■ 

So even if we are down 
by seven goals to nilin. 
the first match of the 
Season,, the Soccer ’ 
Assistants move into 
action and—^hey 
presto—the match will 
be called off as our 
players return to the 
dressing room under 
police protection. We’d 
come to the end of the 
season with a rather 
strange soccer balatios 
sheet; 20 matches played 
(hone completed, but 
that's beside the point) 
no Wins, no losses (since 
every single game was 
abandon^, technically 
speaking) IQO goals 
against, none for. And. 
if my master plan holds 
good, we’ll still be 
serious contenders for 
all the titles. The players 
will have done their mt 
and brought in a fair 
amount of revenue too. ' 
Now the lancer takes ; 
over. 

The judge will be so 
enthralled with the 


soccertalent is exposed' J enthralled with the 

Out goes toe football secretary; in comes a top 
lawyer instead 
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. urflue tok^'b^''}'^. 

. troplitesTor len.yai^'^^^ 
Haring then btecl^ji^^ 
chances erf rival 
for the next decade; 
tumtohotoxy.. - 

Iftiis wiU be infinity, 
easief. Since toe. . 

standard orf toe gaxUel^'/*’ 

soabysmai'herein 7]'^ 
Calcutta, we'fi hire tea 
schoolbcys and bring 
Les Claudius babk out of' 
retirement. That’ll be - 
enough to beat most of, '•' <> 
the teams in contontiem,' 
but if we 'happwto rvm' :l 
aground In a Bei|fhtQn' 
Cup final, well r^rt to v 
real lowdown stuff. We 
can tell our opponents 
that we have eleven 
spare tickets to the 
Maradona match and 
will gladly part with 
them if we are allowed to 
score a few crucial 
goals. They’ll pikcticaUy 
invite us over to their 
goalline, well win the 
Beighton Cup. 

Maradona won’t come to 
Calcutta (naturally) and 
the next day’s hea^nes 
will trumpet oxir foat. 

'The press Will damppr \ 
that Claudius be 
reittriAtod as Indian' A 

captain Jfor the Sabuf a 
Olympics and our star ' . 
Igwyer will be lining U|p ' 
for unemployment. 
beitefits. ■’ ' 

And dideom^nfiiU^^ ''f 
whathappent.l'f.; ‘ 
somewhere al«Q|f 
tiwichflebusly.!; Y 
.cdUvobriedliriky'' -'W.^ 

■ eoiUething-jtoep; 
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falling, 1 

my'Swl«fl'' " ' ' 
tqffjtobeeb; 
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If you think this is stretching things a bit too far... 



You should see the product! 

V ,1 ’I 111 n 111'Till' 11 iiiiil ['fi'i 

1 1, : .K ]i ii 1 I ’.I u M will 111 ! '.‘Ill IT i(ti ily 
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the storm clouds have 
disappeared, but cricket / 3 

has seen more changes / /„ * ^ ^ 

since 1977 than ^ ^ 

ever before / ^ 


Js' 



















What? , 

The thing that's 
basking there! 

light up the room? 
It only throws light 
on your bad taste! 



But it's the 

international 

craze! 

May be. 

And fits me so 
perfectly! 

But hardly befits you! 
Don't they have ^ 
sober colours? 

Of course! A total 
range of them. But 
those are for sober 
people... 

And for you, it's 
canary yellow and 
parrot green?! 

Wait till you 
seethe one I'm 
wearing now... 

Must be a shocking 
pink! 

See it for 
yourself... 


No... 000... ooo! 
Help! 



The newcxDnoept in underwear. 


It gpts discussed. And that's the <mfy problem wifli it. 
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6 After givmK it much 
thought the 
Government cleared 
the India-Israel Davie 
Cup World Group 
quarter final tie The 
decision to hold the tie 
has far reaching 
political consequences 
and has probably saved 
Indian tennis from 
disgrace M J Akbar, 
Novy Kapadia and 
Partab Ramchand take a 
detailed look at the issue 


K. Moh<m Bagan 
M remained the top 
"w Indian club team 
by winning the 
Federation Cup for the 
sixth time At Cuttack 
the Calcutta team 
outplayed (kia’s 
SAlgaocar after 
Calcutta s other two top 
‘teams East Bengal and 
Mohammedan Sporting 
made an early exit 
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fen years ago 
m cricket met a 
mm m revolution 
Today the game is not 
the same Led by Kerry 
Packer, the circus’ made 
sure that cricket would 
never be the same again 
The ten years after 
Packer has seen more 
change than mthe 
previous hundred 
Contributions Irom Vic 
Marks Jack Fingleton 
Raju Mukhci )ee. Bishan 
Singh Bedi Henry 
Blofold Partab 
Rami hand and Mudar 
Patherya 
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Give The Man His 
Due 

THANKS a milhon for the timely 
and frank interview with Kapil 
Dev (SportsworldMay 13-19) It 
was about time someone gave the 
man the opportunity to defend 
himself 

We Indians are far too emotional 
in victory and defeat to be able to 
make a correct analysis of the 
situation Every time we lose, the 
captain has to take the blame 
alone How soon we have 
forgotten Kapil’s superb 
leadership during the last World 
Cup and more recently in England 
last year Why is it that we only 
seem to remember the matches ho 
has lost as captain’ Surely there is 
a bias somewhere' 

ASHOKMODl. 

Nagaon 


All Was Not well 

BENGAL may have won the title 
at the 43rd National football 
championships for the Santosh 
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Trophy, but all was not well in the 
team camp Biswajit Bhattacharya 
was appointed captain of the side, 
and yet. he was played for only 38 
minutes in the entire tournament 
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After that he was out of the team 
for the rest of the tournament No' 
just that, he was apparently not 
involved in the team meetings 
What then was the idea of 
giving him the captaincy’ How 
can you a judge a person’s 
performance after allowing him tc 
play for only 38 minutes’ The 
whole thing stinks 
S HUSSAIN, S MAZUMDAR, 
Dihrugarh 

Mon Bucks, Less Brains 

THUS is with reference to the 
article ‘Throttle Language' 
(Sportsworld 6-12 May) It seems 
Erik Tombrook and Per 
Johannson are loaded with more 
‘burks’ than brains Why else 
would they opt foi’ the Suzuki 
OSX R11OO overlooking a neat 
machine like the Kawasaki’ 

SVSHAMA RAO 
Bombay 

No Poiitics Please 

INDIA js extremely enthusiastic 
to host the most lively World Cup 
But if Graham Gooch and .John 
Emburey of England are not 
allowed to play England will 
boycott the World Cup. then New 
Zealand will also do the same 
These boycotts will rob the World 
Cup of a lot of its charm True. 
South Africa’s dealing witli blacks 
is inhuman but then the problem 
can be better solved with fi lendly 
talks and making them 
understand their wi-ong instead of 
efforts to isolate them This will 
only make things worse Sport is 
much above politics and it should 
be dealt with accordingly China 
and Pakistan may not have 
friendly ties, but all is forgotten in 
the sports arena 
PANNALALL MUNDHRA . 
Calcutta 

Incomplete 

YOUR magazine is incomplete 
without a bridge column I, on 
behalf of the numerous bridge 
fanatics in the country, urge you 
to start a regular bridge column 
in the magazine In India itself we 
have so many really good players 
Surely you could ask one of them 
to do the needful' 

AMITABHA SENGUPTA, 

Calcutta 
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F ACKER s cavdiu i tt edtine-nt t»> 
the admiiii‘.trdtion h1 I otdi, 
which tended to i ef^ai d him <is d 
braAh upstn t tiom tin outback of 
afoimei colonv led me\ itublv to i 
squalid Louit iiffbt Ihel C CB 
urMC C Ob It, sometimes Its 
wont sat hiffh on its VKxxlen 
hoisegenuinely believing that it 
w.is fighting to save the game 
tinned a deaf cat to sound advice 
in one of its more impiactical 
shows ofiighteousness and when 
the court gave its expec ted\frdu t 
iiotonlylostfdcebut aquaitei of 1 I 
million pounds 
Can ymg his sc home fui ther 
Packez bought most of the leading 
playeis and stai ted a paiallel 
movement Heexpeiimented with 
night ciickt t and established the 
ciicle But he also lost a tan 
amount of haxd earned money and 
was a happy man when the 
Australian Boaid gave him his 
precious T V lights and he with 
obvious tehef returned the game 
to its pi evious ownezs Tt was one 
ot those strange sztuatzons wheio 
one lost a bit and gained a bit hi 
hisyeazs with the W SC Lillee 
may have been bberally 
remunezated but he missed the 
opportunity ofcaptui ing anothei 
SO Test wickets Meanwhile 


Oavaskar as he will be the first to 
admit faced a few second string 
bowlers to achieve his staggei mg 
batting figures that much eailier 
Night cricket became a family 
outing and the kids were 
enthralled by the sight of the 
gladiators gleaming in purple 
and gold It was all great fun and 
foz Innately it did not last too long 
Did Packer t hange the game 
has he had an enduring impact ^ 
He cei tainlyenlivened it but the 
greater impact was felt more off 
the field than on it While the 
game remained much the same 
the players began to zee eive then 
due compensation and the 
diawing loom foUowei levelled in 
the spec tacular c ovei age on 
Channel 0 As importantly the 
Hutoc rat 1 C system of 
administration best exemplified 
by the Indian Board ^ attitude 
during the 50sand 60s gave wav 
to a mute leasonable attitude 
But Packet didpzuve to the 
woi Id that profession,!! iiickttus 
c ould be bought and quite 
unwittmgly this must luivegiven 
encouragement to South Africa 
which IS desperately looking fc t 
recognition in intei national 
sport 1 he cricket Boa ids have 
now lealised that it was nut 
Pac ktz but the South African 
temptation which is the rial 


Packer did prove to the 
world that professional 
cricketers could be 
bought and quite ‘ 
unwittingly this must I 
have given 

encouragement to South 
Africa. The cricket 
Boards have now ' 
realised that it was not \ 
Packer but the South \ 
African temptation which i 
is the real threat to 
cricket 


I 



thrmt to cr icket Aa the World 
Cup approaches Mr Salve has said 
that all will be well (An 
experienced politician dpesnot 
always say what he thinks) The 
hard facts are that England 
believes that the World Cup 
should be held nowhere except m 
England 

For the moment Australia 
agrees and it would be naive to 
expect that the white population 
uf eithei country IS quite as 
horrified with the prevailing 
SouthAfiiCansituation assay 
the West Indies The West Indies 
in tend to pi opoae a very rigid 
lesolution at the next ICC 
meeting which to be effective 
must be favoured by one of the 
foundingniembeis (England or 
Australia) Austiaha tsnot in the 
least happy with the West Indian 
pi oposal and England is sitting 
on the fence since it knows that it 
c aiinot pi event an individual from 
' going to South Africa to play or 
c oach Mi Salve with hib Pakistani 
e ounteipart will be right in the 
middle facing that flak fiom all 
sides including his own 
fmniigiation Department 
But the Indian Government 
itself has vettoevolvea consistent 
poln v except fot blithely 
I If feiiingeierythingtothe 
Cilencagleb agreement It has after 
muc h deliberation allowed India 
to pia V Isi ael in the Da v js Cup 
presumably having foigotten that 
India has already met Israel 
I duimg 1 he WoiId Table Tennis 
C hampionship at Tokyo And 
what was the offic lal reaction 
when Jagjitand Chitra Singh 
I tour ed South Africa and sang to 
1 packed houses^ Graham Gooch 
j was banned from Tests foi three 
years This should have hurt his 
pi ide and his pocket The Singhs 
were banned for a while from 
singing on AIR and 1 V much 1 
expect to then lelief 


DAVIS CUP 

S o nothing m fact 
had “slipped out” 
when Prime 
Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi told a select 
group of Americans a 
few weeks ago that they 
should be wai y of 
Pakistan’s “Islamu 
bomb” the obvious 
implication was that, as 
an Arab-funded weapon. 
It would have its uses in 
the confi*oiitation with 
Israel os much as in 
Pakistan's confrontation 
with India This 
interpretation has been 
around for a while and 
the first man to use it 
was none other than the 
father of the Pakistani 
bomb ZulfiqarAli 
Bhutto himself Ho sold 
the idea to the 
oil-wealthy Arabs with 
just an argument. which 
IS how he financed 
Pakistan's ambitions 
The Arabs have been 
on the lookout for an 
answer to Israel’s 
nuclear abilities, and 
they counted heavily on 
Iraq—which had the 
educated elite to be able 
to do so- to deliver 
Pakistan was a wise 
insurance policy 
because as we now 
knov7, Israel’s crack air 
force swooped in one day 
and smashed Iraq’s 
abilities Huch is the 
vulnerability of the 
Ai’abs in tin sky that 
nothing they possess is 
safe, and one has to 
travel to the 
subcontinent to find an 
air force winch can take 
on the Israelis 
Bo that as it may, the 
arrival of a bomb next 
door has clearly 
initiated some deep 
rethinking in Dtdhi and 
the Prime Minister has 
clearly decided that the 
time has come to play 
the Israeli ettid For 40 
years now India has 
bec*n more loyal to the 


Tennis 

Diplomacy: 


Handle 
with care 

M. J. Akbar looks at the 
political implications of 
playing' Israel 




Arab cause than manv ot 
the Arabs themselves 
and while theif' have 
been obvious dividends 
to this policy in many 
spheres it has in no way 
diminished l^aki.stan s 
role in the region oi the 
benefits that I’akistan 
has got Inim the area by 
virtue of brandishing its 
Islamic status 

The d**c isioii to play a 
tennis match with Isuel 
IS a signal howevei to 
more than the Aralis It 
IS elea I’ly a gest ui < • tt j 
the Jewish lobby in 
America telling them 


that they should 
n*eoiisidei then very 
anti Indian stance 
Ml Rapv Clandhi 
probably leels that one 
very crucial n'asun why 
Pakistan managed to get 
the ai ms-!iid package 
Irom the Hinted States 
despite its well-known 
nuclear Ixmib 
progi amine is becansi* ol 
the domestic sup|.xjrt 
that PakivStaii enjoys 
within the United States, 
thanks Ui the enormous 
backing it gets from the 
media, which in turn is 
heavily influeneed by 



The decision to play a teimis 
match with Israel is a stenal 
however to more than me 
Arabs. It is clearly a 


Amencan Jewish 
opinion Butthepippt 
question is whether 
such a significant 
reversal—or at least the 
beginning of a 
reversal- - has been 
thought out in all its 
dimensions 

How great is the risk 
of losing present friends 
without getting any new 
ones in return More 
important, however, is 
whether the impact on 
t he domestic scene has 
been sufficiently 
measured The fear will 
be greatest among 
Muslims that it might be 
the beginning of an 
aggressivi' 

“pro-majority” moexi It 
IS not Israel and the 
Arabs that thc.y will be 
woi ned about as the fear 
t hat this IS only an edge 
of d larger policy shift 
that will have 
rep)ereus.sions 
domestically too 
It iicH'ds to bi* 
menlum€*d that this is 
not the world of the 
Fifties and the Sixties, 
too many heroes have 
fallen, and too many 
convictions have turned 
out to be less than 
sustainjhle The major 
thrust of the auti-lsrael 
trout in any case has 
been blunted with the 
neutralisation of Egypt, 
and today the whole 
Islamic world has taken 
back Egypt into its fold 
without Egypt doing a 
single thing to 
withdraw from its Camp 
David position There is 
no i-eason therefore why 
we should be holier than 
Egypt about Israel But 
that IS not, as we have 
mentioned, the only 
dimension ol the 
equation Mr Rajiv 
Gandiu should tread his 
way towards such 
“tcmiis diplomacy” with 
great care 



IMVeSTIGATION 


■ 'play,” the 
I Hamlet like 
" impasse of the 
India-Israel tennis tie 
was finally resolved 
After two months of 
suspense, the 
government of India 
: officially announced on 
i May 20, that India could 
I play Israel in the Davis 
' Cup world group 
I quarter-finals, 

: scheduled from July 
: 24-26 The match IS 
expected to take place m 
I Delhi, as the grass 
I courts at the DLTA 
I complex suit India’s 
skipper Vyay Amntraj 
and could be a 
disadvantage to the clay 
court exponents of 
Israel, Amos Mansdorf 
and Shlomo Glicksteiii 
Since mid March 
when It was known that 
India would be meeting 
Israel in the world 
group Davis Cup 
quarterfinals theiehas- 
been incessant cross 
court politics Th« 
corridors in South 
Block the seat of Prime 
: Ministerial power 
I turned into a high 
' powered propaganda 
' machinery, disproving 
I the hypothesis that 
I politics and sports do 
i not mix 

I The All India Tennis 
I Association (AITA) and 
i number one Davis 
Cupper, Vyay Amntraj 
led the ‘play Israel” 
lobby with support from 
pro-West politicians and 
the corporate sector 
involved m sponsoring 
the Davis Cup To 
counter this lobby there 
was an influential group 
amongst the 
bureaucracy and 
government which had 
the Arab interests at 
heart and wanted India 
to maintain their 
hardline stance of 
avoiding sports contact 


Davis Cup Diplomacy 


The Tie Is €>11 

Politics, Novy K^ipadia finds out, 
a greater rcle in influer^ 
government’s decision, than any other 
fector 


with Israel They cited 
past records from 1974 
This revealed that India 
had ducked playing 
Israel at various 
sporting contests due to 
foreign policy 
considerations 

Since the 1974 Teheran 
Asiad India has been 
consistently avoiding 
Israel in international 
spoi ts contests India 
did not invite Israel lot 
the 1982 Asian Games at 
Delhi In the 1975 Woi Id i 
Tl'championships in 
Calcutta the Israeli | 

team was denied j 

per mission to entei and 
was made to leave from 
Dum Dum airpoi t As 
recc>ntly as Febr uary 
1987, Isi del were not 
granted cutiv visas to 
compete in the 39th 
World Table Tennis at 
New Di Ihi 


This was in spite of the 
near blackmail attempts 
by the American and 
West European lobby 
which had neatly 
threatened to boycott the 
World Table Tennis 
championships if Israel 
was excluded A telex 
message was sent to the 
Pi line Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi on the issue by 
Hoy H Evans, president 
of tlie International 
Table Tennis Federation 
(IITF) However the 
Indian government was 
unrelenting and no 
vis,is to Israel were 
issued, even though the 
latter threatened to 
reach Palani airport and 
11 cate a scene 
In between in 

Israel's Davis cupper 
Shlomo Olickstein lights 
the torch of the 
Maccabiah Games 



September 1986, India 
was due to play Israel in 
the semi-final of the 
world junior tennis 
tournament (Asian zone) 
at Hong Kong As all the 
Asian zone matches 
were played at Hong 
Kong. It seemed that 
India would play Israel. 
as it was a neutral 
venue However, it was 
not to be The players 
including current 
national champion 
Zeeshan Ah reported 
injuries and expressed 
their inability to play 
The players later 
privately admitted that 
they were made to feign 
injuries as permission 
was not granted to play 
Israel For this breach, 
India was banned from 
the world junior tennis 
tournament for one 
year 

During these 13 years 
there has been one 
exception when India 
has played Israel m an 
international sports 
event In the 1983 World 
table tennis 

championship in Tokyo. 
India and Israel played 
m a xmnor classification 
match This match 
occured, it seems, as a 
foreign policy oversight 
or lapse by our external 
affairs ministry 

A young PTl 
journalist asked 
erstwhile union sports 
minister Buta Singh at a 
press conference in 
Delhi how India was 




iioimtis Of SUence 

\ 

W ILL the India'Ierael Devis Cup World ' 

Group Quarter Final be plair^? 

It may sound churlish to keep 
asking* that question even after an 
olfloial amnouncement has been made that the 
tie will be played at New Delhi from July 24 to 
ad. But the utterances of some politicians both 
before and after the announcement and the 
“oloak and dagger" attitude of top officials of i 
the All India Tennis Assooistion has led one to i 

believe that till the tie is actually played, 
nothing can be certain 
86 when the Government finally decided that 
the match would be played, PLO sources were 
surprised and the PLO Ambassador to India, ' 

Mr Khaled El Sheik said that he would seek a 
"clarification” from India “It is a matter of | 

l^nnciples,” he is quoted to have said, pointing 
out that in the past India had refused to play 
Israel away and at home, and had not even 
invited that country The Indian opposition i 

parties also jumpea on the bandwagon saying 
thkt “NAM (the Non Aligned Movement) had 
' been betrayed” by the decision The Indo-Arab 
Friendship Association requested that the 
deoifion be changed “in the greater interest of 
the country anp for world peace" 

All this may have been expected but still the 
pc^tical reaction to the decision was stronger 
thkn What the government had expected Thust ' 
began the clampdown on officials talking 
about the tie The AFTA secretary, Mr Reddy, a 
genial person who is very much at home with 
UW media, suddenly refused to comment 
Obviously, the Government feels that the 
situation could get worse if someone said , 

something out of the way at this delicate 
moment 

The maum is very much confirmed but will 
probably be played in low key fashion which 
only prbves the delicacy of the circumstances 
There is something very ‘fragile’ about the 
nlftt^ end the situation resembles one of those 
*^;lneMy truce parleys” in the Middle East The 
faout^ty factor is no less unsettling. The 
‘ pesaimiate are expecting all sorts of trouble 
luring the Ue. 

ihnm optimists are not exactly sure whether 
^he match will be gone through without any 
tStntblS. And then there are the breed of cynics 
Who will not believe that the match will be held 
■ pcotU it has been gone through Maybe the tie 
^jiiW tie hMd “in camera ” Under the mysterious 
» '‘t^Kiiimatsnoes shrouding the tvs, maybe it 
W^hi ooi be such a bad idea after all 

^ N ’ » 
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allowed to play Israel at 
the World championship 
in 1983 His question 
was sidetracked The 
minister's reply was 
evasive, implying a 
lapse rather than a 
policy matter 

I t must be made clear 
that there has never 
been any objection to 
Vijay or Anand Amntraj 
or Ramesh Knshnan 
playing against an 
Israeli player on the 
professional tennis 
circuit Vijay has even 
played tennis m Israel 
India liad been avoiding 
Israel, only in contests 
where countries opptise 
eacli other, not 
individuals 
So the India Israel 
tennis match was really 
always a political 
imbroglio It was really 
a question of ideology of 
whethei a certain group 
of people were in favoui 
of the Davis Cup match 
taking place or not In 
this situation it is quite 
anachiTinistic to repsjiit 
the cliche, that “sport i 
and politics do not mix ” 
Judging by the 
reactions of the Arab 
ambassadors in the 
capital and the Israeli’ 
vK’e-consul in Bombi^ff, 
it IS obviously a political 
vei diet however much it 
18 camouflaged as a 
mere sports event ^ 

A surprised but eldtcd 
Israeli vice-consul in ’' 
Bombay promptly 
reacted “Wei*eally 
appreciate the decision 
It’s a victory for sportii 
over politics ” An apt * 
statement for the ‘ 
moment as it 
conveniently glosses 
over the ramifications of 
the decision Arab 
ambassadors in the 
capital are “distressed” 
at India's tennis 
diplomacy and are 
intensely lobbying at 


South Block to revise the 
decision They see it as a 
subtle hint of achang^e 
in foreign policy and an 
attempt to establish ties 
with Israel 

O fficial sources of the 
External Affairs 
Ministry also confirmed 
that India's decision to 
play Israel m the Davis 
Cup quarter-finals is in 
dclcrence to the strict 
rul«*s of the ITF The 
government spokesman 
was at pains to point 
out that the decision was 
on tennis and not 
political grounds He 
reiterated that the 
decision should not be 
interpreted as a change 
in policy since India's 
sympathy for the Arab 
raiisc, particularlj'on 
the Palestinian issue, 
remained Aneutial 
venue was not possible 
according to ITF rules 
which states that such a 
conjecluie IS only 
possible in ease of a 
natui’al calamity 
The loi eign of 1 ice in 
India IS appeasing Arab 
sentiments by implying 
that the “government 
was foiced to take the 
decision because of the 
rules of the Davis Cup 
and ITF However no 
discerning person, least 
ot all the Arab 
ambassadors are buying 
this reasoning Herein 
lies the crux of the 
problem The decision is 
being subject to various 
interpretations with the 
sports factor being 
relegated to the 
background 

E xternal Affairs 
Ministry 

bureaucrats, feel that 
the decision to play the 
Davis Cup match with 
Israel marks a 
significant reversal of 
foreign policy The 
tennis match is an 



Double Fault 

The Israeli placers have 
the South -/^rican 
connection too 

fllHAT the decision to play Israel is more than 
li a mere permission for a tpnnis match is 
obvious from the way certaip immigration 
laws are being circumvents^ to let Israeli 
players Amos'Mansdorf and Shlomo 
Qlickstein come to India- 

It may be recall^ that in April 1986 both the 
Israeli players went to Sou||h Africa to play in a 
Grand Prix tournament. According to our 
j^tmigration laws, if a player has toured and 
, )play^ in South Africa, a written apology and 
opi^mnation of apartheid is required before 
. permission is granted to le^ them visit India. 

IstheGovernmentof India seeking written 
condemnation from GUckstein and Mansdorf? 

,, Jlipparently not, judging by the reply of G. 

' Bi^asarathy, joint-secretary external 
put^jkdty of the External Affairs Miniatry. 

I. ; H^repAy to the query was v^ sp^ioos, Jfe 
“th^ have not violated aniiy Davis Cup 

.'If this is the trend then the Keliance Cup is 
lip jeopardy. „ 


excuse to suggest the 
same The prevailing 
opmion is that as India 
IS gradually getting 
self-sufficient in oil, the 
dependence on the Arab 
bloc is declining. With 
the prices of oil also 
declining, India are not 
so dependent on the 
Arba bloc as in the 1970s 
for valuable oil. Also in 
spite of consistent 
support to the Arab bkxi. 
India have often been 
dismayed that at the 
crunch, the former have 
always supported 
Pakistan So oil-politics 
is causing a reveal in 
India's foreign policy 
options. This significant 
reversal or at least the 
beginnings of this 
reversal is being 
indicated by the 
government of India’s 
green signal to the India 
vs Israel Davis Cup 
match. 

Finally it can be said 
that the announcement 


India’s captain Vijay 
Amritraj played a gp'eat 
part in influencing the 
government's decision 

of the decision to go 
ahead with tlie match 
was badly timed. With 
Hindii-Muslnn riots and 
communal tension 
escalating in Delhi and 
Meerut, the decision has 
created a morbid imj^act 
on the domestic scene. 

Students from Jamia 
Milla university and the 
orthodox Jamait-o- 
Islami group have 
hinted at disruptive de¬ 
monstrations if Israel 
play tennis in Delhi. So 
the cross court politics 
of the Isracl-lndia Davis 
Cup tie is on in full 
swing. Ambassadors of 
Arab nations are still 
persuading India to re¬ 
verse its decision, Aftei- 
the communal riots in 
Delhi. Israel may find it 
a security risk playing 





INTERVIEW 



WHERE HAVE ALL 
OUR TENNIS 
PLAYERS GONE? 

United States Tennis Association President 
Gordon Jorgensen tells Paul Fein whafs wrong 
with American tennis 


NCE upon a time America 
not only boasted the 
preatest players on earth 
but also the most players During 
the famous Tennis Boom of the 
197US, an estimated one nut ol 
overy seven Americans muie than 
30 million people whac'ked tuciAy 
balls just lor the tun at it 
Since tha t heady era (>ur sjxa t s 
popularity has fallen dtamatiral 
ly And as oar onev-broad playei 
base has dcc-reased so has ovi 
ability to pradut't‘ champions 
Got don D Jorgensen installed 
March 2 as president of the 
887.000 luembei United States 
Tennis Assocaation is an activist 
determined to reverse out dcc’hnr 
at both levels He has vowed to 
'get the biggest bang for our 
bucks which should be plenty 
considering the USTA s huge $.18 
million annual budget 

In the first ol a two-part inter¬ 
view Joigensi'n who calls him¬ 
self "a nun pushy outgoing pci- 
son.” tackles ciitiral grass rcKifs 
issues facing American tennis 
today 

PAUL PL IA - Wfirn did you first get 
involved with the L'SIA and prowotmg 
tennis? 

GORDON JORCJKNHKN I {fot in 
volved m 1960 when niv dduf^hler 
Karen bcRan playing' USTA 
tournameiils In 1062 I was 
approached by Mike UUnchaid 
Chairman Emeritus of the US 
Open, to get involved in the admi¬ 
nistrative side of tennis on a dis¬ 
trict level This brings to mind my 
first and, some people say, most 
ini|JO|i||Wnt job in tennis—serving 


at the tpuinament desk and 
cheeking players to see that they 
had d euiTimt USTA membership 
card 

ion acquired an eclectii tennis back- 
gioiind bs serving tin the US1 4 Rank¬ 
ing. Rudget and 1 iname, linpires. 
Iiinior Davis ( up. Ohmpu 'Pan Amer¬ 
ican. U S Open. Dans Cup and long 
Range Planning (ommittees Do vou 
considei s ourself extremels well- 
quah/ied to be L'SI 1 President? 

yps not only because of my 
extensive committee background 
but equally important lieeause of 
my substantial and vaiied experi¬ 
ence on the glass-roots level en 
compassing both distiic’t and sc'c 
tional activities 

Has the sharp decline in American 
tennis as a participant sport—from an 
estimated 21 to 31 million players during 
the 1970s lennis Boom to only about 1.1 
million now—been because tennis is 
such u difficult sport for beginners and 
tniermidialcs to learn, to play and thus 
to entos? 

While tennis may not be easy to 
mastei, there are othei factors 
contributing to its decline in 
popularity 

- Time pressure's due to job re¬ 
sponsibilities. marital stdlus. and 
family/children responsibilities. 


beominiHmtiBem/uH 
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- Many who played during the 
bfxim era play^ bwause it was the 
‘ in thing'" In time, many of them 
moved onto the next fad, i e , 
racquetball, logging, aerobics, 
whatever, 

- Lack ol exposure to tennis at an 
early age when other team sports, 
such as baseball, basketball, f<x>t- 
bdll and soccer, liave already cap¬ 
tured the imagination aneJ free 
time of youngsters. 

Many more pai ticularly voung 
adults and women, have entered 
the woik force For those who 
played tennis in their youth, 
many have to abandon it due to 
time pressures from work, etc In 
dciclition many more women (ab¬ 
out 55'I) have loined the work 
force, BO that those who once filled 
available court time at non-peak 
hoyrs have left tennis to pursue a 
cdxjper 

Difficulty during the boom 
years of finding an available court 
and/or partner, which caused 
ma^iy to leave the sport Unfortu¬ 
nately, when Open Tennis ar- 
nveid. we weren’t prepared for the 
resulting “bcxim," and had no 
soppisticated support system m 
plac?e 

rSjen how can we attract and hold on 
to players? 

TQere are several things we c»in 
do 

- Bring the fun back into the 
game. 

—Change the focus within the 
industry from the serious player 
(who represents 15% of all play¬ 
ers) to the recreational player 
(who represents 85% of the player 
base. 






—Tailor tennis to the player's 
needs. Provide youn^ters with 
the team concept stressing fun 
and friends as opposed to competi¬ 
tion. elimination tournaments 
and rankings. For adults, empha¬ 
size the social and fitness aspects 
of tennis, recognizing the need for 
competition and skill advance¬ 
ment as well; 

—Undertake advertising and 
promotional projects that are spe¬ 
cially designed for each type of 
player; 

—Promote the game to new play¬ 
ers. not just to those already part 
of the “tennis family". 

—Expose youngsters to tennis at a 
young age in schcxil. 

- -Simplify teaching methods and 
allow more flexibility (eg,, short 
court tennis, handicapping, alter¬ 
nate scoring) 

How do you explain the fact that 
while the number of players has de¬ 
creased. spectator statistics have risen 
significantly? 

While it may seem paradoxical, 
there are several explanations 

Interest in tennis was piqued for 
many during the Tennii? Boom 
era. Since that time. TV coverage 
and a vast tournament schedule 
(both national and international) 
have increased exposure to the 
game, 

—Many of the ex-players, who 
have stopped playing due to time 
pressures or other reasons, still 
exhibit a strong interest in the 
sport. 

What is the USTA Schools Program? 

The USTA Schools Program pro¬ 
vides the opportunity for students 
in elementary and junior high 
schools to experience tennis as 
part of their regular physical 
education classes—by pmviding 
the organisation, teacher train¬ 
ing. curriculum, equipment, faci¬ 
lities and follow-through prog¬ 
rammes needed to establish tennis 
at the local level Through this 
program, students are taught the 
basic skills of tennis and are 
guaranteed an opportunity to con¬ 
tinue playing after school and or 
during the summer month.s by 
enrolling in community tennis 
programs 

kt'8 sad that the American 
challenge is etui the 34-year-old 
Connors 
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An thtn an an\ athii I SI A pnigiam- 
nu\ \ou are upeiialh pnmil of and 
ixuUd about* 

Y« s 1 h( 

Whttlcliui It mil AiKi I{ts< II til 
Cri iut‘ in n lit vAtii tin piot,iam 
1 hi IISIA iiiiiilU su'iitd t f.vip 
pf)it i^iitiniMl witli S[j»iiil 
Olviiipiis liK iiid IS I diiiit 
irsiilt < nil St iti viill ( st ihlish i 
dm it >t ti 1)1 Mspniisiili loi in 
g()iji(^ ti nnis ptiipi ijiis t,( md to 
dis iblt d ithlilts lilt U s 1 A 
\Aoi ks 111 ( OIK i it \A itli till Natl in 
dl Will ( li li III If nms 1 ouiid ition 
whii li |)io\id<s ti mils jjioi. 
laiiis I mips i lull s toiuiii 
nit lits \ idi ()l.i]ii s lud piiWi I 
tioi s fill \Ahi i li h 111 i^nlitiKlo 
stiimildti iiul suj pint i oiitiiimiit> 
itseaich on tin ■-pc it il ti inns 
the HSIA awaifUd Id yi mis It i 
test It i h on \ n urns ti nms toiflj s 
What IS //<( lunh maud Itnim 
lHdustt\ ( tntiuil all about* 

It eiitoinpas ts dl sinniiiits ol 
tht limns indnstiv md its pui 
ptisi is ti pioiiioti It nms uid to 
intitasi pdiln ip itioii In 
IK act oinplishf d two 1111101:^10 
jet Is lilt Nation il It nms I* ill tint! 
tht Nationd Hi St m h Stiiclv Iht 
lest.iich itconinii licit d that tin 
ms should t niphabi 7 i lun liliuss 
and sot labilitv and that the ovt 1 
all thiust should be f>o tied tcmaid 


John Pali ick McEnroe is the last 
ol the Ameiioan sufieistais No 
American since turn has captui ed 
the world s attention 
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H E’S being mauled 
again. But only 
he's to blame. 
Will the man never 
learn? 

Just when we 
thought John 
McEnroe was on his 
way to civilisation 
and form, just when 
we thought it was 
safe to let him on to 
the court again, he’s 


UNDER 
STATEMENT 
OF THE WEEK 

H oraciodela 

PENA, after beating 
a pathetically 
out-of-touch John 
McEnroe in the first 
round of the French 
Open championships. “I 
don't think he was 
playing well." 


•gone and.messed it 
up. 

Playing for the USA 
against 

Czechoslovakia in the 
final of the World 
Team Cup McEnroe 
was going through 
hell. A service which 
was called let, a long 
ball called right and a 
foot fault was too 
much fbr the 
American. He just 
snapped. Picked up 
his bags and stormed 
off the court leaving 
Milostav Mecir a 
helpless winner. 
McEnroe was 5000 
dollars poorer for it. 
With that his fines for 
the year have 
Increased to 9000 
dollars. 

The American, 
obviously still 
recovering from his 
last match hangover, 
went out in the first 
round of the French 
Open. Serving poorly 
and volleying long, 
McEnroe came a 
cropper to world 
number 49 Horacio 
De La Pena. That 
leaves the former 
champion confused 
and frustrated. What 
he now needs is some 
time to relax, recover 
and make his way to 
Queen's Club, the 
warm-up for 
Wimbledon. 


ff's Testing 
Time 

T he next two months 
could be the most 
crucial period of his 
career so far. And 
therefore the most 
demanding. 
Seventeen-year-old 
Zeeshan Ali, 
semi-finalist at Junior 
Wimbledon last year, 
has been selected .by the 
International.Tennis 
Federation to play in the 
Asian team in the ITF 


Grand Slam 
tournaments. 

Zeeshan is the only 
Indian in a team 
comprising players 
from the Phillipines, 
Indonesia and Pakistan. 
Zeeshan, easily the best 
bet among the Asians, 
will take part in the 
major tournaments in 
EuTOpe over the next 
month. It’s not going to 
be easy for the young 
Ali, but knowing him 
that's when he is at his 
best. 




A Mockery Of the Seedlings 


M CENROE, Cash, Edberg, Leconte. Could 
well be the semi-final lineup at Wimbledon 
tliis year. Ail highly gifted players. But 
primarily serve and volley specialists Difficult to 
picture them winnlrfg the French Open in the 
midst of Lendl. Wildtider and Mecir-tho kings of 
clay. But shocking aeverthless when you hear 
- that none of the four have made it to the third 
round of aGrand Slam tournament. McEnroe 
seeded seventh, was humiliated by Horacio De La 
Pena; Cash, the twdlth seed, managed only one 
set m his match against Jim Pugh of US.^; 

Leconte, seeded ninth and a semi-finalist last, 
year, lost to West German Rick Osterhun; third ' 
seed Edberg didn’t past the second round,' 
losing in straight set® eb wildcard holder Franca’^ „ 
Eric Winogradsky.il. 

And if that wasn'trenough. clay court expert 
and last year’s runner up Mikael Pernfors was a . 
first round loser to Tarik Behhabiles of Pfance- Jn.; 
the women's s^tion Hana Maodlikova waa a fite^' 
round loser, ^nd this cap only be a good sigh ^ 
tennis. It’s Wide opbh. . ■ ■ 







Mews File 


G ary 

LINEKERS 
diving headet 
against Brazil was his 
10th goal 111 iA 
internationals Ijethal 
Linekei now has a 
phenomenal 70 23*7 
sir iku r ate 
* Rumour has it 
that Hai aid 
Sthumachci maybe 
back in action quite 
s(X)n And with FC 
Cologne his formti 
club who cancelled 
his contract aft( i 
Schumachei s 
allegations of sex and 
di ugs in Gc I man 
fcxjtball Once the hue 
and c ly dies dow n 
evei vthing changes >t 
seems 

* Baiol\ daysaftei 
refiling from 
competitive 
inU I national football 
Mic h( I f’latiiii iia-^ 
loi led I*T 1 a f leiu h 
tell vision station At 
pieseiilhi vvillbc 
involvc’d in woi king 
on vaiious subjects 
but Liter hopes to 
liKus on di ug 
.uldictioii something 



iLuieker a lethal 79 S3'7 
I strike rate 

j 1 h tffiM civ strongly 
A alxiut 

Dundee United lost 
tin UEFA Cup to IFK 
Gothenbiiig Aftei 
having lost the fust 
leg by a goal a 


detei mined bwedish 
defence iiianagfdto 
hold the doughtv 
Scots to a 1 1 diaw in 
the sec ond leg and 
take the Cup A 
sah»*nt i( atun of Mu 
second leg mate h held 
at Tannatlice 


Scotland was the 
impeccable behaviour 
of the ci owd although 
then team lost They 
even gave the Swedes 
a standing ovation 
Their behavioui has 
1 einforced the call by 
many Fedei ations to 
allow the English 
back into the 
Euiopc>an 
Championships 
Star Brazilian 
foi waid Caieca has 
put all contioversv to 
lest by finally 
signing a two vear 
contract with Napoli 
Thecontiact was 
woith3>3 1 million 
Ajax Amstei dam 
uiidei the astute 
leadei ship of t he 
legendai y Joh inn 
( ivulf bivit 
Geiinaiu s 
Lokomotiv Leipzig 
1 O to taki home the 
I uiopcan ( up 
Winiieistup Ajax 
oiuethegieatest 
team in F mope 
fi/zU d out in the hl)s 
with the It tilt nu nt of 
then stars This win 
ccnild mean that tht'v 
ait finding thm 
winning wavs igain 


Braslk A Good Sl^n 

A MONTH ago, as Brai^ prepared to travel 
to Europe for a tour a£ perhaps vital 
Import apoe. we debated whether they 
oould find their magic again If there were 
doubts (and there were many) m their first two 
matches itself there were digits that the 
traditional skills had not yet disappeared 
Such a statement may seem incongruous 
considering they drew with England and lust 
to the Reputdiooflreland, but consider this a 
ridiculous squabble betwten club officials and 
the fbotbaU association m Brazil had lowered 
the morale of the tour group because certain 
players were being pulled out, established 
players such as Junior. Careoa. Edinho. Julio 
Cesar and Alemao were unable to joui the 
squad, as mstiy as seven players made their 


full international debuts (.an almost unheard of 
situation) that night at Wembley and they 
were playmg a 90% strong English team 
which has been having a rather gtxDd 
international season Thus a l-l result was in 
fact pretty good 

Moreover the mode of play that has 
characterised Brazilian soccer all these years 
(but seemed to be only sporsidic m Mexico 
1986j was there The marvellous flowing 
breakaway attacks, the casually bnliiant ball 
skills, the creation of chances out of almost 
nothing, the tight co-ordination in moves ♦he 
styhstio pattern of passes, they were ail there 

Chi June 27. begins the South American Cup 
If this young team (average age 23) mould 
themselves quickly into a Wilful winning side, 
world champions Argentina might find they 
have some problems after all 
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FICTION 


G oal the most dreaded 
word HI Karl Sheen's voca¬ 
bulary For ten years he 
fouffht tooth and nail to 
stave It oft For ten years he was 
more succcssl'ul than anyone who 
preceded him At 26. he 

was already a celebrity Now. this 
sullen iry August afternoon he 
had just 30 seconds to take the 
moat momentous decision of his 
careei’ Just .30 seconds to decide 
whether he was KOing to hear that 
dread woid erupt in 90.000 
vmues Just 30 seconds to decide 
how his wife was jfoing to die. in 
peiwe or in anguish 

Kail Sheen was a self-made 
man He had literally built his life 
with his own hands Hands and a 
stnmg- agile, athletic body that 
rarely failed him despite the ill- 
nounshed. hunprv boyhood as 
heir to a poverty more despei-ate 
than most But he had the reckless 
enurapre to e.scape the misery that 
; threatened to enjfulf his hie. the 
raw willpower to claw his way out 
of those dirty sidewalks and estab¬ 
lish hinisell as one of his country’s 
; best ifoalkeopers To many of his 
friends loiif? lost in those crowded 
Slums, doomed to a life of unon- 
diriK despair, the rise of Karl 
Sheen was an echo of their own 
long-thwaited aspirations his 
celebrity the triumph of mans 
, timeles.s struggle against a com- 
'■ mon foe want 

Yet thus electric afternoon 
Shi'en w<is an unhappy man The 
air W.I.S t h.irgecl with the feverish I 
passion spawned by a terrifyingly I 
i crucial match The hundredth ' 
' year of the Shield and Sheen's | 

1 third comsecutive appearance for I 
j the club in a Shield final, with an 
! unbeaten nvord Ninety thousand ' 
j keen, eager e.yes and a score of 
television t ameras waited to see if 
he could keep his slate clean And | 
j make history 

Growing accustomed to the 
} pressure had bcnni a nerve racking 
experience Those crazy, un- , 
reHSoning mobs The.y wanted him 
to be infallible Always Unfailing 
All his life 

It was the price he had paid for j 
success, celebrity Having suf- | 
fered it for ten long years, he had 
seen gj^ ythegun to enjoy it and 
minutes earlier, as he 


The 

Choice] 

stepped onto the g-round for this 
crucial match, he had once again 
felt the warmth that the flow of 
adrenalin causes in a human 
body 

But then it ebbed away all too 
soon druiiuiig the unmistakable 
passion that made him prowl 
the goalmouth like an angry wolf 
Once again, he realised that his 
life was in upheaval This icy Au¬ 
gust afternoon, he was an ex¬ 
tremely unhappy man 

On entering the ground, lead¬ 
ing his team mates on Karl had 
spun aiound foi- a brief glance at 
the faraway Guests' enclosure 
There in one corner sat his wife 
Hilda, the only source of inspira¬ 
tion in his ten yea r caic'or The one 
person who connected together 
the uni'crtain wavering life of a 
young man tiying to escape the 
drudgery that plagued his pa¬ 
rents, brothers, sisters and 
friends The one person who made 
him believe in himself, in his abil¬ 
ity to pursue a difficult, risky 


career, in the very ideals of excell¬ 
ence. Hilda hated failure, Karl 
seldom failed. Their relationship 
was c'emented—and flourished— 
on that spirit of indefatigability. 
Of defiance 

B ut this afternoon, Karl knew 
he was going to fail Wilfully, 
deliberatt*ly He had no choice For 
he wanted Hilda to live and, even 
if that was absolutely impossible, 
to give her the best treatment 
available to money He wanted so 
desperately to make one last effort 
to save her life, even though he 
knew it was so futile an exercise 
For Hilda was certain to die This 
was the last time she was watch¬ 
ing Karl in his goalkeeping gear 
And he knew he was bound to fail 

Later that evening she would 
disappear behind those pale, omi- 
nou.s looking curtains that 
shrouded the cancer vi ard He had 
been horrified to learn that her 
treatment would cost eight 
thousand pound.s He had some 
how accumulated five thouKuiut 
begging, boirowing fwerything 
else short of stealing Then he 
took a bribe to meet the deficit 
A!nd now the hour had come tor 
hii*A to fulfil his part of the deal 
He Would have to cxiiicede a goal to 
his rivals, even if he made a tool of 




himself in fJ'ont of 90,000 people. 
•And that would be the last im- 
agre-^Karl Sheen humiUated—im¬ 
printed on Hilda s mind when she 
disappeared behind those 

pale curtains. That was by no 
means what she deserved for the 
sacrifices she had made for Karl’s 
sake, for the ideals she had in¬ 
fused into her husband's mind for 
ten long years, in times of ecstasy 
and hardsliip 

Karl had tossed and turned in 
hie bed the night before, missing 
the valued sleep he needed before 
this important match Karl was 
racking his brain for an idea, and 
the only option that seemed fcasi- ' 
ble was to renege on the bribe and ■ 
play his heart out for his own 
club 

K arl had taken several mi¬ 
nutes to recover from the sur- 
.prise when Peter Gould, president 
of the opposing club, had offered 
him three thousand pounds to 
give away the match Karl had 
found it difficult to believe but it 
was true and he gradually rea¬ 
lised that Gould did have his 
reasons. This was too important a 
match, tw) historic Inthecven^of ; 
a loss Ckiuld would have to s^p I 
down under piessui'e fi’om his | 
enemies in the club Gould could ! 


not afford that, for then there 
would be too many messy 
accounts books left behind for his 
suc-cessors to lay their hands on 
So Karl Sheen concluded there 
was nothing wrong in betraying a 
crooked man Or was there? 

lie liad already taken the cash 
and deposited it with Sui-gc'on 
Matthews. Now what could the 
president do. if he refusefl to 
oblige? Gould at lea.st had no proof' 
that Sheen had taken the brib£'! 

But Gould had a diabolical 
mind. He sent McGregor to clinch 
his deal. McGregor, the reporter 
He had a handsome face and a soft 
voice Yet. somehow, Karl had 
always haled him Theiv was 
something about the man 

that repulsed him. but Karl did 
not know what 

Today, he knew Tixlay. the 
mask came off. Had Sheen been 
motivated by rage, he would have 
shattered McGregor's jaw. but the 
goalkeeper couldn’t afford that 
For the photographs that McGre¬ 
gor laid on his table sent a chill of 
despair down his spine The.v 
could thimv his life inlo turmoil 
and take away the last bit of 
happiness that this world could 
offer Hilda 

Karl had met Anna three vears 



ago. He was happily married, in 
form and popular. His life was 
full, perhaps too full to be con- i 
tained any more And in came [ 
Anna. Anna Stewart. Beautiful. | 
stunning. lustrous. The placid i 
; happy life of Karl Sheen suddenly 
spilled over into a brief but pas¬ 
sionate affair with her 
Anna left six months later, but | 
before she did so. McGregor had j 
done his job And now in that i 
suave voice. McGregor announced j 
that the photographs would be m 
tomorrow’s papers if Karl did not 
honour the deal. 

T hroughout the game, j 

standing iii front of his gtial- j 
; mouth Karl s mind was racing , 
I against time He still could not 
dtx;ide which w'ay to go. Would 
Hilda pardon an unfaithful hus¬ 
band. just because he was brilliart 
at his job'^ Hilda might. Karl tried 
I to reassure lumself. For he knew 
I she was an exceptional woman, 

I But t hen she was a woman alter 
I all. and a faithful, dedicated wife 
1 What could be more painful for ! 
! her than to know her husband’s ■ 
i fidelity had wavered just before | 

! she was going to die Karl argued 
: on and on in his mind. Ho was not j 
i attentive to the game Luckily, i 
there had been no real danger so | 
far i 

' i 

B ut now il CHinc Having j 
fought for Hh minutes, the j 
defence suddenly c-ollapsed And ; 
K.ii l Sheen had thirty .seconds to ■ 
make his decision Was he going | 

■ let tliat ball arching away from I 
him enter the goal? Would he ■ 
let that dread word escafx’ 00.000 j 
' voices and plunge Hilda in a de- i 
, luge of shariie'^ Success, and ( 
Karl’s passion for suci-ess. wore 
1 what made Hilda walk out of her 
rich fatlicr’s house to live with 
him Karl had nothing more to 
deliale 

Kai I leaped, lloated through the 
air as if tunelessly. Then in front 
of a myriad uiibeln“vuig eyc.s. he 
pulled off the most brilliant save 
of Ills life The next moment as he 
dropped onto the turf, he had a i 
brief vision of a smooth-faced man j 
leaving the Press Ixjx for his ! 
I office He had his copy to file ] 
: SuprakasH Ghoshal j 
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T he 113th running' 
of the Kentucky 
Derby popularly 
known as the Run 
For The Roses, looked 
more a Dodge Derby 
than a horse race. Run 
on that first Saturday of 
May the race brought 
back reminiscences of 
that rough house 
equestrian game called 
Bushkazi and this year, 
the Run For The Roses 
was called the Kentucky 
Dei'by probably only to 
preserve its gentility 
From out of the noise, 
and commotion flying 
out of the dust and 
bkxxi. somehow staying 
on his feet even aftei' he 
was all but knocked 
down a furlong out. 
Al.ysheba won a Classic 
which will go down in 
the annals of the 
American Turf as one of 
the roughest that has 
ever been run 
Alysheba who is by the 
American stallion 
Alydar is a winner of 
just one race in nine 
starts. That too a maiden 
race seven months ago 
He was bought at the 
Keenland sales for $ 
500.000. And although 
he did show a good deal 
of potential it was his 
eccentricities and the 
disposition that was 
more often talked about. 

Here was a colt who 
spent his time in a race 
inventing new ways to 
lose it and each 
invention turned out to 
be better than the last In 
fact, just ten days prior 
to the Derby. Alysheba 
won the Blue Grass 
Stakes the lead up race 
to tlie 'big one.' but was 
disqualified because he 
decided to imn sideways 
in the straight happily 
knocking into anything 
that came up on his 
outside. In the Derby it 
was almost as though he 
got of his own 


Kentucky Derby 

WarOfnie 

Roses 

Knocked down and almost 
brought to his knees 
Alysheba wins the roughest 
Run For The Roses ever 
seen in America 


medicine. 

Alysheba’s jockey 
Chris McCarron is one of 
the top riders in the 
States and has been 
Champion jockey often 
enough. Yet, five 
months ago he was 
confined to a wheel chair 
the femur of his left leg- 
broken in four places 
after a bad fall at Santa 
Anita. 

For him this victory 
was one of the most 


memorable and yet ther-e 
must have been 
moments wliile it was 
being carved out that 
McCarixi would like to 
forget or at least never 
have to go through 
again. 

Half a minute away 
from winning the most 
important horse race in 

At the wire: Alysheba, 
driving down the 
stretch, wins by 
three-quaters of a length 
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America, Alysheba 
clipped the heels of the 
l^uSer Bet Twice, who 
shifted oiY the rail at ' 
that stage. As a result 
Alysheba stumMed and 
virtually came down 
onto his knees in what 
looked a frightful 
prelude to calamity. His 
chin almost brushed the 
ground and jockey 
McCarron lurched off 
balance Onto the horse's 
neck. How horse and 
rider recovered from 
such a situation was a 
miracle in itself but to 
think that they came out 
and won after that was 
even more incredible 
still 

With 17 horses in the 
Derby the winners Purse 
amounted to $ 618,000. 
Small wonder then it 
turned out to be as 
unrul.y as it did. 
Cryptoclearance for 
instance, who finished 
fourth, was bleeding 
badly from u laceration 
on the left stifle after he 
was sent crashing into 
the inside rails while 
trying to jcxikey for 
position Joc'kcy Herb 
McCauley. who finished 
13th on a horse aptly 
named War, opierily 
criticised the rough 
house tactics used and 
said in a press interview 
that he was deliberately 
knocked about and 
almost sent over the 
rails after the first turn. 

But coming back to 
the rac’e proper. With a 
quarter of a mile to go 
Bet Twice got the 
clearest passage 
through mid led them 
into the straight. Those 
last 400 metres have 
been described as the 
Heai'tbreak l.jane. But of 
late it has been 
exceptionally kind to 
ftxint runners. Eleven 
straight years and 
eighteen times in the 
last nineteen years the 




race has been won by the 
leader at the top of the 
straight but this time 
although Bet Twice 
looked like ho would 
keep the statistics right 
it was not to be 

Alysheba who had 
been drawn 14 got 
squeezed out soon alter 
the start. Mc-Carron kept 
him tucked in at the 
back of the pack along 
the rails but soon 
realised tha* it was not 
the most healthy of 
places to be in So he 
pulled him and 
travelling four to five 
horses wide all the way 
around the turns he 
improved his position in 
the backstretch to 
eventually find just Bet 
Twice ahead of him. The 
rest, as described 
earlier, became history. 

Alysheba still wanted 


Half a minute away from winning 
the most important horse race in 
Americay Alysheba clipped the 
heels of the leader Bet T wice. ..Asa 
result Alysheba stumbled and 
virtually came down onto his knees 
in what looked a frightful prelude 
to calamity. His chin almost 
brushed the ground and jockey 
McCarron lurched off balance 
onto the horse*s neck 


to fight even after the 
race was over in the 
winners circle He 
stalked stormily around 
while his trainer and 
stable lad tr ed to calm 
him down before he 
stamped on somebody’s 
foot. Jack Van berg, who 
trains Alysheba has won 


over 5000 races since 
the time he took out a 
license, was tongue tied 
in front of the cameras 
when interviewed after 
the race but his silence 
might have been 
attributed to his trying 
to keep Aiysheba's feet 
olT his own as the colt 


put on a demonstration 
oi the horsey version of 
footsie 

The name of Alysheba 
will now always be there 
at Churchill Ikiwns but 
there will forever be that 
nagging doubt about 
what the outcome of t lie 
race would have lieen 
had the favourite 
Demon’s Begone not 
been pulled up within 
the first 400 meti-es. The 
public fancy, burst a 
blood vessel in the 
course of the race and 
was bleeding profusely 
from ttie nose and hence 
virtually took no part at 
all But could he have 
got the better of a horse 
who won after having 
been brought down to 
his knees just when he 
was getting into top 
gear? 

Cynu. J. Mwlan 



From Hie 
Freii|cli 
Open To 

Wimbledon 

Former national coach 
Akhtar Ali discusses the 
difficulty in adjusting from 
clay to grass, and how 
the top players cope with it 


I MAGINE that you ^ 
have just finished 
playing theFienc|]^ 
Open on European cliy 
and are now looking 
forward to playing the 
main draw at 
Wimbledon on European 
glass The sudden 
transition fi om clay to 
grass can play up hell 
withyoui game Why 
even the top pros tind it 
a little confusing To put 
it bluntly this 
adjustment is what 
marks you out as an 
all-time great or just 
anothei name on the 
circuit 

In tact, it was during 
the five years that I was 
at Wimbledon in the 
capacity of personal 
coach to Vijay Auiritraj 
that I really had the 
chance to observe how 
leading players 
combat this problem 
One has to understand 
at the very outset that \ 
professional tennis 
player loads one of the 
busiest lives in 

Wilander has won on 
both surfaces but is 
definitely more prolific 
on clay 


existence And the 
higher he is on the 
rankings thebusiei he 
IS Jetting aiound troin 
one place to anothei. he 
IS continually stepping 
onto var lod sur faces and 
having to adjust 
immediately One day he 
may be playing at 
altitude on cement the 
next he s at sea level on 
ilay and shoitly 
afterwaids mdcxii on 
cat pot 

While the vagaries of 
C'ement and cai peting 
c’an be quickly adjusted 
to It is the transition 
from the fast indoor 
couitstothe 
comparatively slower 
outdoor courts that 
really slows a player up 
And the way 1 see it, the 
transition from the 
spring circuit on 
European clay courts to 
the English grass court 
season is even tougher 

Every player ot repute 
has his own way of 
tackling this problem 
Before we discuss this, 
let us first take a look at 
surfaces and why people 
find it so difficult to 
adjust their game 

European clay and 






'””1 


flrrass have few 
similarities as far as 
playing oonditions are 
concerned. A look at the 
chart (see box) gives us a 
clear picture of the vast 
differences in the two 
surfaces. 

Keeping all these 
points in mind, I have 
tabulated some technical 
and tactical points that 
will help when you take 
your game from clay to 
grass. 

ON 

GROUNDSTROKES 

(a) Early racket 
preparation 

(b) Shorter backswing 

(c) Bend the knees 

ON VOLLEYS 

(a) Use an even shorter 


(c) A deep second serve 
is important to keep 
service initiative 
ON RETURN OF 
SERVE 

)[Jlh Short backswing 
wmle moving in to meet 
the ball on the rise 

(b) Use block return, 
aiming at server's feet so 
he has to volley from 
belQ)v the net 
(oj Stand in closer 
than on clay to deny the 
server enough time to 
getin close to the net 
Use the slice 
approach preferably 
down the line in order to 
get a good net position 
to cut out the passing 
shot. 

Most people don’t 


Playing Characteristics Of 
Eurepean Clay And Grass 


CHARACTB- 

Risncs 

Bounce 


Fo ot ing 

Spin 

Length of 
^a^iee 

T^ypeof game 


CLAY 

. 

Slow 

Able to elide 
Mostly 
topepinused 
Long 

Baseline ~ 


ORASS 

Low 

Fast 

Firm, if dry 
Slice more' 
effective 

§ESrt~” 

Serve and 
Volley 


backswing than normal 
as the ball is coming at 
you faster 

(b) Angled slice volleys 
are more effective on 
grass 

(c) Concentrate on the 
first volley after the 
serve as often it is the 
first volley that dictates 
the point and not just 
the serve. 

ON SERVE 

(a) Get used to 
following the ball to the 
net as opposed to 
staying back 

(b) Toss the ball 
further in front of you 
for a harder, flatter 


realise it, but the top 
players who feel that 
they are in with a chance 
to win 

Wimbledon—about 4-5 
in the men’s this year 
and 2-3 in the 
ladies—start their 
preparations about 6-8 
months earlier. They 
chart out a tournament 
schedule that will space 
playing weeks with 
weeks of rest in the build 
up to Wimbledon, to 
ensure that they are 
fresh and eager even 
after the gruelling 
French Open. It is very 
important to keep 
mental staleness at bay. 


and some players even 
go to the extent of 
playing comparatively 
less tournaments prior 
to Grand Slam events. 

There are two weeks of 
Grand Pi-ix meets just 
prior to Wimbledon 
While the men can enter 
Queen s and Bristol, the 
ladies are given the 
Edgbaston and 
Eastbourne meets 
There are also the 
Beckenham and 
Manchester 
tournaments for those 
who have lost early at 
the French Open But 
very few players, if any, 
play all these 
tournaments. Limiting 
themselves tojust two. 
in some cases one. they 
use the rest of the time 
to recharge theii* 
batteries for the big 
fortnight ahead But 
here too. it depends 
entirely on the 
individual While people 
like McEnroe. Becker. 
Connors and 
Navratilova invariably 
do play on grass, others 
like Borg just refused to 
be drawn into 
competition on grass 
before Wimbledon. That 
he used to spend a quiet 
SIX hours slogging it out 
on a lonely grass court 
is another matter 
altogether. 

Mats Wilander (much 
like his predecessor 
Bjorn Borg) is of the 
firm opinion that he 
should go home to 
Sweden for a few days of 
rest before embarking 
on hu! Wimbledon 
campaign As John 
Sjogren. Wilander’s 
coach, once said, “There 
is every possibility of 
Mats making the later 
stages of the Italian and 
French Opens and it 
would be wrong for him 
to make the change of 
surface immediately. 
Mats prefers to return 


home, relax for a few 
days and then travel to 
London where he can 
have about eight days 
practise on grass.*’ Both 
Wilander and his coach 
believe that 25-30 hours 
of preparation on grass 
is enough for him to 
adapt. So far it hasn't 
seemed to be enough. 
Maybe Mats will practise 
longer this year. 

While Wilander's 
Davis Cup teammate 
Stefan Edberg, a more 
natural player on grass, 
prefers to play 
competition tennis 
before Wimbledon, he I 
too IS a firm advocate of 
the basic approach to 
getting ready for j 

Wimbl^on Starting | 
with basic drills for a i 
couple of days, they get i 
used to the bounce and | 
footwork that grass ' 
requires. Then the serve j 
and volley game that 
dominates on grass has j 
to be sharpened up. 1 am ' 
again reminded of ' 

Sjogren who kept I 

Wilander pounding 
serve after serve with a ; 
slightly different action ; 
from normal. “Mats 1 
rarely serves and volleys ; 
on clay but on grass he ; 
must gel used to doing ] 
it. This c!ould mean 
unnecessary muscle 
strains if he does not pay j 
attention to serving in i 
his build-up. This very | 
type of preparation 
certainly paid off in the i 
Australian Open." says i 
Sjogren ; 

One of the main i 

difficulties of changing ! 
from clay to grass is that ! 
the player has to alter i 
his or her entire mental | 
approach As the chart | 
has already indicated. j 
there are very few ! 

similarities between . 
these two surfaces, and ! 
therefore very few 
similarities in the game 
plan. The accent now is 




on controlled 
agfgression and not 
patience: on getting to 
the net fast and not 
trying to 

■ out-raanoeu vi-e the 
opponent from the 
baseline, on banging in 
the first serve to gain 
the initiative in the rally 
as opposed to placement; 
on groundstrokes with 
less topspin and more 
• slice to keep the ball flat. 

Tw'O advantages of 
playing on European 
clay prior to Wimbledon 
is that it has a positive 
effect on a player's 
concentration and 
fitness. Twenty shot 
rallies at the French is 
normal fair, and on the 
slow Stado clay and 
under the burning sun it 
is a test of concentration 
and fitness. Thus, if a 
player is not injured 
these two facets of his 
game ai'e tightened 
considerably before 
Wimbledon 

As I have stressed on 
numerous occasions to 
younger players, it is 
Important to practise 
against different styles 
of opposition Imagine 
practising for two weeks 
with a player who has a 
weak serve and hits 
topspm ground strokes, 
only to meet powerful 
serve and volley players 
like McEnixie or Denton 
in the first round One of 
the duties of a touring 
coach is to find good 
keen practice partners 
with varying styles 
Stories of Ion Tiriac 
lining up 3 practice 
partners for Beckei’ to 
play one after another, 
is the same procedure 
that Lennart Berglin 
used for Borg. Getting 
the right practice 
partner is very much a 
part of adapting to 

at‘:$iPfiledon, but every 



player has to prepare 
extremely hard in order* 
to reach his peak and be 
completely attuned to 
grass court play 

My choice for 
Wimbledon is Boris 
Becker, because of his 
experience at 
Wimbledon and huge 
serve. The other 
contenders would be 
Stefan Edberg, Lendl. 
McEnroe, Cash. 

Mayotte. Connors and 
Wilander. Wilander may 
have a problem because 
he uses a lot of topspin 
and does not attack 
much A lot depends on 
the draw Having a first 
round opponent like 
Steve Denton. Slobodan 
Zivojinovic and Yannick 
Noah, who all have a 
Strang serve and volley 
game could be fatal. 

In the ladies section 
Martina Navratilova, 
whose serve and volley 
game is ideal for grass is 
my favourite Steffi Graf 
also has been playing 
extremely well and 
could be dangerous. 

Hana Mandlikova and 
Chris Evert are floaters 
who have a marvellous 
game but perhaps now 
lack the mental approach 
to win. 


National A Chess Championship 



Ti 


|HE atmosphere in the Bi 
Stadium, Tumkur, was tense 
The fortnight of chess 
struggle was coming to an end;^ 
The 17-year-old school boy 
Viswanathan Anand led the fi^Id 
by a full point and was on the .7" 
verge of retaining the prestigpus 
national crown. Only Sekhara 
Sahu (Orissa), N.K. Mishra(^st 
Bengal) and Ravi Hegde £ 
(Maharashtra) could match 
Anand’s tally, if the pi’odigy had 
lost to Verguesse Koshy 

Anand led with 7 points 
followed by Sahu, Mishraand 
Ravi Hegde with 6, D. V. Prasad 
and Sudhakaj- Babu 5.5 each* 
These seven players were in ftie 
fray for the top six seedings|a’he 
lots of the final round c«uld A 
have been better with Koshyf 
facing Anand, Sahu against 
Sudhakar Babu. Hegde vs 
Ravisekhar and Prasad vs 
Hariharan Bot h Hegde and 
Prasad drew quickly, thus 
ensuring six seedings and a place 
in the Indian Chess squad. But 
Sahu and Mishra were battl mg out 
for more Koshy had nothing to 
loose irrespective of the results 
against Anand, but he too was 
fighting He is a man of principle 
and plays all his games 

Anand employed the four 
knights variation against Koshy's 
English opening and soon drifted 
into a passive position. Koshy 
blunted Anaiid's attack in the 
king side and mounted sevoixi 
pressure on backward queen 
pawn. 

Meanwhile. Sahu had got 
Sudhakar Babu by surprise in the 
opening and built up a powerful 
attack in the kingside. Mishra 
never made any impression 
against Lanka and after a mistake 
in the grunfeld defence he was in 
a losing position. Sahu had the 
unique possibility of becoming 
national champion, since he had 
better technical counts than 
Anand. 

But somehow. 1 felt that Anand 


in peak form 

e Biria 1 would escape defeat. The hall 


escape defeat.' 
mark of the youngster’s game is 
his resourcefulness in difficult 
positions and a razor-sharp 
tactical vision. Sahu won his game 
with sacrificial finish, while 
Mishra went down to Lanka Ravi 
overlooking a decisive penetration 
on the 7th rank. 

Everything depended on the 
result of Anand’s game But the 
lights went off half way through 
and the table was shifted to the 
narrow verandah of the hall, 
which overflowed with keen 
spectators. The arbiter K.K 



Shukla had to discipline the crowd 
to give the players much-required 
fresh air. Anand was sweating 
profusely. When he came out he 
jokingly asked, ‘What's happened 
to Koshy? Yesterday he Icwt in 19 
moves and today he d< xjs not get 
into his usual scramble". I just 
smiled at him, for the moment 
^nand left his board I witnessed 
Koshy committing an error. 
Anand exploited this with utmost 
precision, found a fine tactical 
sequence and after Koshy forced 
exchange of queens, Anand won 
an exchange and forced the draw 
by repetition of moves 


Thus Anand retailed the 
national chess title and the 
Miliand Kibe Gold Medal 
alongwith a packet of Rupees 
2500. Sahu was runnerup with 
seven points, half point behind 
Anand, while Ravi Hegde was 
third with 6.5 points. Lanka Ravi, 
Mishra and D. V. Prasad scored six 
points to tie for fourth to sixth 
placings and obtained seedings 
for the next national A. 

Sudhakar Babu who had played 
quite well throughout the 
tournament was narrowly edg^ed 
out. A draw against Sahu would 
have ensured him a place in the 
national squad, but in the crucial 
game his nerves let him down as 
he took too much time in the 
opening, drifting into an early 
time trouble. He finished seventh 
with 5.5 points. 

I personally feel that there is a 
lot to improve the national 
championships.Prize fund Should 
be at least doubled, its really 
regretable that our national 
j champion who had toiled hard for 
i twenty days to win the country’s 
j most prestigious event should get 
I a paltry sum of Rs 2500 for his 
] gallant effort Even in our 
j neighbouring countries prixes for 
j national champions are around 
i 5000 Rupees Why can’t the parent 
i body get sponsors to increase the 
prize money which would 
i definitely bring glamour and 
I respect to the tournament 
j The new system dws have 
j serious drawbacks and needs to be 
; changed Perhaps, the top players 
of the country should be consulted 
before experimenting or 
I introducing a new system. 

! Finally, the choice of venue must 
j be decided only after taking into 
j consideration other aspects like 
publicity and convenience of 
players 

In my opinion, events in the 
calibre of the national “A" 
championship should be 
conducted only in cities, so that 
the majority of the chess players 
could benefit. If we speak about 
popularisation of the game t here 
are definitely other methods sucli 
as simultaneous displays, 
coaching camps, exhibition 
matches and national open (b) 
championship. 

I ItttemafiDna/MMterV. RaWInimar 
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REPORT 


Federation Cup Football 

Moliin Bagan’s hour gf gloiy 

S. Sabanayakan reports from Cuttack 


M OHUN bag an are the top 
club side in India for yet 
another year. They are the 
F’ederation Cup 

Champions for 1987. they lifted 
the cup at the Barabati Stadium 
humbling Salgaocar SC of Goa in 
the final. Just a brace of goals 
separat ed the two best teams. 

From Ernakulam to Cuttack, 
from 1977. the inaugural year, to 
. 1987. Mohun Bagan’s 
achievement in this premier 
, tournament of India is enviable. In 
•eleven years, they have won the 
;Cup SIX times including this year 
Four times outnghtly and the 
first two times jointly with East 
Bengal 

In eleven years of Federation 
Cup history. Mohun Bagan have 
made it to the final nine times and 
' finished runners up thrice. It is a 
record unmatched by any team in 
this tournament. The only time 
Mohun Bagan did not make it to 
' the final was in the 1984 
tournament held at the rock fort 
city of Tiruchirapalli in Tamil 
Nadu 

. There Mohammedan Sporting 
triumphed staving off East 
Bengiil's challenge In 1979 the 
‘Big Three’of Calcutta did not 
. pai’ticipale in the tournament held 
in Guwahati. These were the two 
occasion when Mohun Bagan did 
not figui-e in the final. Otherwise, 
it has been Mohun Bagan who 
' have dominated the Federation 
Cup like a colossus 

When Mohun Bagan came to 
■ Cuttack, not very many people 
gave them ft chance. Their early 
: exit in the all Airlines tournament 
. and serious injuries to four of 
their top stai's did no good to the 
team's spirit. Yet, with the 
■ guidance of their coach Amal 
Dutta they proved worthy 
defending champions. 

If.the fi^red^t for winning the cup 
. for sixt^tiMe goes to captain 


Babu Mani and his teammates due 
to their on the field display, coach 
Dutta should be complimented for 
moulding the team into a fighting • 
unit. His tactical brilliance and off 
the field planning was also 


instrumental in Mohun Bagan 
winning the cup. 

. Sar^tt Deb 



Sisir Ghosh: Towards stardom 


Mohun Bagan began their 
campaign this year in a subdued 
note. The absence of dependable 
stopper Subrata Bhattacharya’s 
during Mohun Bagan’s first 
quarter final group league match 
against Harwood League 
champions Bank of India. 
Bombay, gave raise to a rumour 
that his relations with his coach 
was not good 
Mohun Bagan won their 
opening match by a brace of goals 
with an untried custodian 
Debashish Mukherjee. PemDorji 
played in place of Subrata. The 
other stopper Amit Bhadra’s 


failure to combine with Dorji 
raised doubts whether Mohun 
B 3 ,gan would be able to get past 
their strongest contenders Border 
Security Force, the 1979 
champions in their next match. 
But on the morning of the all 
important match, Subrata turned 
up in Cuttack and ensured a 
victory for Mohun Bagan. 

Mohun Bagan’s success story 
started from here. After a minor 
aberration against Orissa Police, a 
local team, which troubled the 
Mohun Bagan defence in the first 
half, it served its team well till the 
end of the final with distinction. 
Mohun Bagan did not concede a 
single goal in the entire 
tournament speaks highly of the 
defender’s display. 

Captain Babu Mam got the 
winning goal against BSF and 
Mohun Bagan stopped the Orissa 
Policemen on their tracks with 
two second half goals to top the 
group I with an all-win record 
BSF, Orissa Police and Bank of 
India finished in that order 

Meanwhile, in group II East 
Bengal, last year’s runners-up 
had a trying time in qualifying to 
the knockout stage. Fielding their 
almost the best XI except for an 
injured Krishanu Dey, they 
routed Kerala State Road 
Transport Corporation (KSRTC) 
5-1 in their opening match 

Later State Bank of India of 
Hyderabad, the Andhra Pradesh 
champions, who were crushed by 
Punjab State Electricity Board 
(PSEB) 0-8 recovered to hold East 
Beng^ goalless, the Airlines Gold 
Cup winners, needing a victory 
over PSEB in their last group tie, 
failed to strike even once and were 
eliminated. 

By grrouping two ^mi-finalists 
in group n. The organisers 
ensured the ouster of one of them 
in the league stage itself. Both 
East Bengal and PSEB had made it 




AchakvChakrabarty 



Mohun Bagan supporters celebrate outside the club’s tent 



A moment from the Mohun Bagan-Salgaocar final 


to the last four of the Srinagar 
tournament 

This meant the group III did not 
have a semi'flnalists To)lyguA#e 
Agragami. the fourth team frU 
Calcutta found the going tou^ 
Yet it i^yed very well 
ToUygunge after beatmg a local 
outfit, Jayadurga Club 4-1, lost to 
Jagatjit Cotton and Textile Mills of 
Phagwara and Dempo SC of OoS 
by an identical margms of 0-3 
with Jayadurga hardly providing 
any challenge, Dempo and JCT 
nulls met in the group decider' ’ 
JCT edged out Dempo by a ‘ 

Nannder Singh's goal Dempo* 
went on to beat Jayadurga and 
finished second and ToUygunge 
third with Jayadurga occupying 
the fourth spot 

The group IV matches were held 
in Berhampur in Southern Orissa 
about 200 kms from Cuttack The 
group had five teams and was * 
described the toughest in the 
tournament ’ 

Calcutta s Mohammedan 
Sporting fresh from their 
exploits in the All Airlines Gold 
Cup. were tipped to qualify liom 
this group But they achieved only 
a third place Without the services 
of Nigerian Emeka Ezeugn 
Mohammedan Sporting s attack 
lacked the sting and put up a vei y 
pool show After goalless draws 
with Indian Telephone Industries 
of Bangalore the inaugural year 
winners and last year’s 
semi-linalists Goa's Salgaocar 
they drew one-all with Mahindia 
and Mahindra of Bombay and 
Neyveli Lignite Corporation, the 
champion team from Tamil Nadu 

Salgaocar qualified from this 
group beating back rri’s 
challenge in the group decider by 
a brace of goals Mahmdras 
finished fourth and NIC fifth 

Holders Mohun Bagan were 
pitted against JCT Mills in the 
semifinals and PSEB were to meet 
Salgaocar m the other last four 
matches Both the semi-fmal 
matches were played in double leg 
basis 

Apart from East Bengal, Mohun 
Bagan feared only JCT mills a 
secMonedteam JCT Mills had a set 
of players who can play the 90 
minutes game m one rhythm The 
team had bnlllant individuals. 


tough defenders and most 
impel tantly Parminder Singh 
(SR) as Its central midiif*lder 
Even Amal Dutta termed Mohun 
Bagan s semi-final matches as the 
final matches of the tournament 
The competition was keen and 
stakes were very 'ugh Tension 
ran high and m their first 
meeting there was a virtual free 
foi all foUowmg a clash between 
Mohun Bagan’s Dobashish Roy 
and JCT mills Satish Kumar Both 
got marching orders and missed 


the second leg Mohun Bagan won 
the first leg thanks to brilliant 
tactical moves, and the 
matoh-clincher fom Narendra 
Thapa Mohun Bagan were one 
goal up 

The second leg ended goalless, 
despite JCT Mills playing one of 
their best matches Thus, Mohun 
Bagan entered the final 

Salgaocar, playing their 
customary short passing game 
and sudden attacks, found PSEB 
an easy opponent 



SILLY POIMT 
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t was Sunday. The 
Heirbour branch local 
which runs between 
Bandra and Victoria 
.Terminus in Bombay 
was practically empty. 

Sitting in a first class 
compartment and idly 
shifting the pages of a 
newspaper, I was almost 
half asleep when the 
train halted at 
Sandhurst Road station. 

A couple and their son 
boarded the train and 
sat down in front of me. 

I glanced at them 
through my half-closed 
eyes and stiffened to 
attention. All the 
photographs I had seen 
in magazines and 
newspapers could not be 
wrong. It was definitely 
the Sunil Gavaskar 
family, wife Marshneil, 
son Rohan and the Great 
Man himself. 

I had never been so close to a celebrity and felt 
almost giddy. I wanted to say something on the 
10,000th run or the 34th century or the millionth 
rupee, but my tongue stuck to the roof of my mouth 
And 1 was sweating profusely. 

Unbelievably, Gavaskar himself broke the 
Impasse. He smiled and said. “Can I have a look at 
the paper?” With trembling hands I offered the 
paper to him and musterihg up all my courage gave 
him my pen "Please give me your autograph in that 
empty space,” I said pointing out at the paper 
Within minutes. Gavaskar finished reading the 
paper and returned it to me after signing at the spot 
mentioned by me. And he continued to smile at me. 
Emboldened. 1 cleared my throat and began, ‘T’ve 
just read your biography by Dom Moraes. Fantastic 
book.” 

“Thank you,” he replied. "I also think it's good.” 

“Imagine meeting Sunil Gavaskar on a suburban 
train,” I exclaimed “Must be quite an experience for 
you.” 

Gavaskar shrugged. “Madhavrao Scindia had 
: given me a first class rail pass for life,” he began. “A 
couple of days back he telephoned asking me if I had 
used that pass and what 1 thought about our trains ” 
^‘Perhaps, he’d like you to do a TV commercial on 
. the Indian Railways,” I said. 

“Possible,” Gavaskar leplied. “But you see, 1 
seldom travel by train these days and felt bad to 
i^y so to Scindia. Today, I'm a bit free and thought 
' '’'I'ia^piake use of the kind offer by tlie Railways and 
Spmd eiometime on the train." 

■' “Blit why not go on a long train journey?” I asked, 
phance,” said Gavaskar. “Where is the time? 

—-- 
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ByTrishauku 

But today, I will 
travel from VT to 
Bandra, Bandra to VT 
four or five times. That 
should gpve me an idea 
of travel by rail and I can 
then write to Scindia.” 
“As you please,” 1 said. 
It was then the train 
halted at King's Circle 
station. A ticket 
examiner entered our 
compartment which was 
empty but for us. I 
handed him my monthly 
pass Which he checked 
and returned it to me. 
Then he approached the 
Gavaskar family. 

“Ticket please," he said 
with no hint of 
recognition in his face. 

Gavaskar showed him 
his Permanent First 
Class Family Pass. The 
ticket inspector looked 
at it carefully, turned it 
over, had a second look. 
“This won't do," he told Gavaskar "You can’t travel 
on the suburban line on this pass ” 

"But it's signed by the Railway Minister,” 

Gavaskar tried to explain 

“So what’’” the ticket examiner snapped back. "It 
clearly says you can travel on any main line tram. 
Does not mention the suburban trains at all ” 
Gavaskar shrugged. Mrs Gavaskar began to open 
her handbag. I decided I should do something about 
it “Pssst," I signalled to the examiner. "13o you 
know who the passenger is? He's SUNIL 
GAVASKAR". 

Nothing registered on the examiner's face 
The examiner shook his head "Can’t follow what 
you are saying,” he said. “I follow only football.” 
Then turning to Gavaskar he said, “That will be Rs 
195 ” 

Gavaskar looked at him with a smile “Football, 
eh” he said. And then more like talking to himself he 
said, “Next month Maradona is likely to play in 
Calcutta I have been invited for the match.” He 
pointed his finger towards his wife and son. "They 
are not all that interested m football. I may have a 
spare pass.” 

The examiner looked dazed. “Maradona, 
Maradona,” he whispered. Then with a determined 
look, he shut his notelxxik. Looking at Gavaskar he 
said, “It is not mentioned in your pass that you 
cannot travel by suburban trains.” he said. 

“Wishing you a happy journey by our local. Sir,” he 
added. "And here's my card. I am always on duty on 
the Harbour line." 

And Gavaskar enjoyed his suburban railway trip 
so much that since then he has travelled to Delhi by 
train. 
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THE DECADE 
AFTER PACKER 

Electronic scoreboards that compute runrates and provide 
instant replays of dismissals and controversial decisions. 

Night matches played under floodlights. The Packer 
gimmicks have been adopted—and accepted—by even the 
most rigid administrations. Vtc Marks, former England Test 
cricketer and traditionalist, puts forward the theory that the 
transition from World Series Cricket to the long-awaited truce 
was less traumatic than expected 





W HEN Kerry Packer and his 

cohorts ambushed establiBhed 
cnoket in 1977 we all wondered 
whether the end of the cricketing 
world was at hand Our futures, we were 
told, were in jeopardy We looked over 
our shoulders at our more distinguished 
colleagues, pondering whether they were 
Packer men A few were temporarily and 
painfully ostracised whilst others 
rushed to their post box each morning 
with unusual alacrity Clearly cricket 
would never be the same again 
Yet ten years later nothing much has 
changed for the English cricketer We 
still buckle on our pads each April 
wondering where we might sneak our 
first single of the season it still rains in 
Manchester and there s still a dearth of 
English fast bowlers 
Was the Packer Affair just a bad 
dream‘s Did it really happen’ There must 
be a few cricket lovers tucked away in 
the depths of our countryside lamenting 
Leicestei shire’s decision to stop playing 
at Ashby de la Zouch, who wonder 
whethei it did 

By contrast for those sensible enough 
to be living within a stone’s throw of 
Bondi Beach there are more tangible 
remnants of the saga, some of them 
unwelcome For Australian cricket 
lovers now have to endure a surfeit of 
ono-day internationals which not only 
devalues the standing of international 
competition, ,/Ut also reduces the most 
gifted of our players to jaded 
automatons Even worse they are 
subjected to a bai i age of advertisements 
on their television screens at the fall of a 
wicket and at the end of every over 
Few Sydneysiders however, bemoan 
the advent of night cricket the most 
enduring and most welcome legacy of the 
Packer years For it is a magnificent 
spectacle Even those stark pillars that 
encircle the venetable SCG seem to have 
mellowed into the Sydney skyline over 
the last decade Indeed, night cx icket has 
become entirely acceptable to the 
Australian cricket authoi ities (it makes 
money) as witnessed by the erection of 
lights at the MCG the last bastion of 
establishment cricket in Australia 
In 1985 amidst great hullaballoo the 
World Championship of Cricket, 
modestly dubbed ‘The Greatest Show on 
Turf was held at Sydney and Melbourne 
and the first ever day/night match at 
Melbourne between England and 
Australia attracted a capacity 85 000 
crowd Night cricket has become a 
permanent fixture in the Australian 
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Nonethelras the prospect of playing 
night cricket for the first tune evokes 
considerable suspicion flx>m English 
visitors Cricketers are generally a 
conservative lot and anything new 
demands careful examination before it 
becomes accepted England’s 1982-83 
tourists had their r^ervations 
For a start those pale blue pyjamas 
were surely a mistake, we were 
cricketers, not ballet dancers There 
were, I suppose, a couple of consolations, 
they were slightly less loathsome than 
Australia s yellow and green outfits and 
though they were patently unsuitable for 
cricket they might be adequate on the 
first tee back in England 
The coloured pads were uncomfortable 
and the white b^l was somehow 
different It seemed to travel through the 
air quicker judging by our first fielding 
practice red balls were much easier to 
catch 

I SPEAK not from personal experience 
that would be most unscientific as 1 
experience extreme difficulty in catching 
balls of any hue but Derek Randall kept 
dropping them And of course they were 
slippery impossible for our opening 
bowlers to control in the first 5 overs 
The lights were dazzling on occasions at 






praotioe we fled from skiers as if they 
were hand grenades; we English feel 
more secure piecing under blanket grey 
skies at Northampton. What is more, 
play was scheduled to continue after 
normal opening time at most pubs. 
Clearly all these factors combined, 
amounted to an Australian conspiracy to 
undermine our obviously superior 
one-day skills. 

Yet after a couple of games each 
English cricketer had to admit that they 
had enjoyed the experience of playing 
under lights. Most players react to the 
environment in which they are playing. 
Viv Richards is more likely to score a 
breathtaking hundred in front of a 
packed Lord’s than three men and a dog 
at Derby; the bigger the stage, the better 
he plays. 

Batting or bowling under lights with a 
large crowd in attendance is exciting and 
the adrenalin flows more freely The 
lights focus everyone’s eyes upon the 
square, and even though the crowd 
becomes invisible after sunset, players 
feel under more intense scrutiny than in 
daylight. 

Packed stands at one-day internationals 
owe much to the success of WSC and the 
marketing lessoiu it taught cricket 
administrators 
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The noise of the crowd is often 
deafening, more piercing than normal. 
Maybe they have drunk more or maybe it 
is because they cannot be seen that they 
have a greater impact. In Melbourne in 
1985 in that opening game of the World 
Championship I was conscious of an eerie 
atmosphere under the lights. With 
85,000 present it was obviously noisy, 
yet in the middle against this distant 
backcloth of jeering and cheering there 
was a stramge silence. 

I could hear none of the bellows of 
encouragement from the likes of 
Downton and Gatting as they were 
drowned by the volume of the 
background noise. So each player was 
operating in a little world of his own. 
almost oblivious of his teammates unless 
they were within a couple of yards. For 
the batsmen the only reliable method of 
communication was by hand signals. 

As for all those pre-match misgivings, 
they quickly evaporate. In the excitement 
you forget the colour of your trousers; 
the white ball quickly loses its shine and 
is easily visible for batsmen and fielders 
alike and I can recall seeing just one 
catch dropped because of the glare 

The lights create an enormous, instant 
stage. And it does not matter if some of 
the props are a little inadequate 
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CHASING A 
CRICKET MIRAGE 

The late Jack Fing^leton wrote this piece for 
“Cricketer International” shortly before his death in 
1981. He was confident that the very edifice of Test 
cricket would crumble into oblivion, but would have 
been the first person to nod approvingly after 
watching it weather the storm 


T hings are not what they \ised to be 
but. sadly, are what they seem and 
won’t change. I write from the 
cricket angle. Whether we like it or 
not. and I don’t, we had better get used to 
it. 

It was with more than a little 
trepidation I went inside the Sydney 
Cricket Ground gates on the last day of 
the second Test between Australia and 
England in 1979-80. This was the holy of 
holies for me, yielding so many thrills 
and memories, and I was perturbed that I 
would see much I didn’t like. And I did, 
immediately, when I spied Rick 
McCosker, a delightful lad. at the nets in 
a track suit, wearing the most 
grotesquely colotu^d shoes I have seen, 
and wi^ his hip pad tied outside his 
track suit. 

’This is now the "in” thing. I would be 
better pleased if the pad were in and not 
out of the trousers but I quickly advised 
myself to simmer down or I would blow a 
valve. Possibly worse was ahead—and it 
was. 

Before play began, on a day that would 
obviously be the last of the match, Tony- 
Greig appeared in the middlb of the main 
Srround in his long yellow Packer coat 
emd attended by a television army. Tony, 
whom I like but not for the harm he has 
helped to do to the game I love, walked to 
the business part of the pitch, stood on it 
acid poked and probed while the crew 
filmed and filmed. Greig’s words of how 
he thought the pitch would play went out 
to the massas, accompanied, one sensed, 
with an intensity of ads. 

I have known the time when such a 
sight would have enraged the skipper of 
hattxngeide. He would have tal^ a 
niiritlng punt at Mr Greig and clouted 
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him over the top of one of those five 
monstrous light-pylons which Packer 
has brought to us and defaced a once 
beautiful ground where every prospect 
pleased. 

As the Australian batsmen advanced to 
the middle they were accompanied by 
that hideous jingle C'mon Ausaiea, 

C’mon. Batsmen of my time and before 
would have baulked and gone back to the 
pavilion. But immediately we were into a 
Test like the old days, all prepared to 
graft and not yield an inch. 1 thrilled in 
that but, soon, came the vapid slow 
hand-clap hx>m ignoramuses who have 
come to the game in recent years because 
of the "bubble and squeak” one-day 
mines and have stayed on. They seemed 
incapable of knowing that a real game of 
cricket, ploy and counter-ploy, was 
going on in front of their eyes. 

The day was magnificent, or rather the 
cricket was. I loved every minute of it. It 
was the first time this summer I had felt 
sufficiently interested to go and watch. 

Some se^ this and some say that about 
this Test, that some appeals got the old 
"h^ve ho” when they should have been 
griven, but I can’t worry about that. Clive 
Lloyd resents aU the ranting and raving 
that goes on now on a field and 1 agree 
with him. 

What it amounts to. is that all tbams 
now will hry and cheat the umpires with 
their appeals. I would send off for five 
minutes the man who appeals for Ibw 
from cover although this, mark you, is 
not new. It happened In my time. The 
solution is with the skippers. Th^ moat ■ 
chide men who try to ch£»t. 

It was good, tough Test Cricket and I 
thought myself luidcy to see it, because I : 
don’t think there is mdCh more to come. 






Alongside the original SCO olubhouse, 
asweeplng stand of startl. glass and 
oonorete. ASmve the oft'trodden turf, 
mUllons trf watts of artliSoial lighting 


Hot day attheorioket. Asln^dmr’s 
takings from the Sydney IQlland oold 
drink empties are in a traglo minority 


Coloured clothing was popularised but 
not introduced by Packer. Here Simon 
O’Donnell—appropriately garbed—^has 
still not realised he owns a broken bat 


W HERE will it all end? Don’t ask me. I 
think it is just beginning and no 
doubt an invasion of Lord's will be 
attempted- You might yet see Mr Oreig in 
his long yellow coat poking the pitch. 

1 don’t like what 1 apprehend and there 
are many more like me but I don’t think 
we are fighting a losing battle—the battle 
has ailready been lost. 

But go and see a bit of Test cricket if 
you get the chance and reflect, like me, 
on the good old days and note what the 
game has suffered through its acute 
commercialisation. In my day, there 
were individuals who knew their value in 
money terms and, no doubt, the 
widening of the field had to come. 

Englishmen, 1 thought, have been 
hardest hit by this vapid cricket called 
one-day, which negates the character of 
the game and has cost the English much 
loss of the Test art But I will be told not 
to moan in the past so I won’t. The whole 
world seems to me now just to revolve for 
the good of commercial advertising and 
much of it here over television. 1 think 
watchers will eventually revolt but, 
meanwhile, I feel no head of a state will 
begin to go to war again tmless the 
cameras are in position and ready to roll. 

So don’t be surprised if a lanky man in 
a yellow coat comes onto the Lord's pitch 
soon to poke and prod it. All is now 
sacred when done in the name of pop, 
crackle and squeak, it seems, but take 
my advice that, when you see a village 
game, pull in and watch it. There might 
not be much more. 

It was with acute nostalgia I left the 
SCO. The small boys were lined up, as 
always, for autographs and I wondered if 
players now charge for it. A wind blew 
down Kippax Drive, aptly named. It was 
a cold wind and I sensed it scattered the 
shrouds of ghosts like Dr W.G., Hobbs, 
Macartney, C^rdus and all the brilliant 
cricket rest. Perhaps I only ixoag^oed it. 
Possibly it was an icy blast from the cold 
ashes Test Cricket itself. 
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Kerry Packer Was 
Just A Catalyst 

Raju Miikherji points out that World Series 
Cricket didn’t actually introduce changes, but 
merely hastened the process of evolution 

N othing, almost nothing' has 
changed in cricket over the last 
few decades. Whatever changes 
there are have been only in 



N othing, almost nothing has 
changed in cricket over the last 
few decades. Whatever changes 
there are have been only in 
intensity. The game as a whole has been 
remarkably rooted to its centuries*old 
moorings. Things haven’t quite altered 
in form over the years. 

One-day cricket? Well, contrary to the 
current popular belief that this is a 
modern innovation, one-day cricket has 
been with us ever since the beginning of 
the marvellous meadow pastime. In those 
days there were no such dull, dreary 
matches over days on end. Basically 
cricket was always a one-day affair. Even 
restrictions in overs began years back, as 
the leagues in Lancashire and Yorkshire 
would confirm. 

Here in India we have had one-day 
over-limit matches in school, college and 
club tournaments ever since the last 
century For instance in Calcutta, the 
league championship has been a 45-over 
affair ever since its inception in the early 
Fifties. 

Only recently have certain 
modifications been resorted to on the old 
format. Innovations like overs restriction 
for bowlers; circles for fielders: new 
interpretation of wides and no-balls. 

In some quarters, the mass media's 
influence on the game is highlighted. 

But more than affecting the game, it has 
probably influenced the followers more. 

It 18 primarily a matter of modern 
technology playing its role in publicising 
the game Maybe the extensive coverage 
has attracted more followers. Maybe the 
depth of coverage has educated many 
more. But honestly I don’t think the mass 
media and television coverage have 
changed the game appreciably. It is not 
usually realised that media coverage 
years back was no less intensive, no less 
extensive. Maybe in India it was at the 


superficial reporting level, but the 
overseas Press covered cricket widely as 
well as went probing into the lifestyles of 
the Graces and the Bradmans. They 
covered every known aspect of the 
champions as is done today. The 
pressure of publicity was no less. Privacy 
was affected. Sir Donald Bradman’s, son 
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actiially ohan^red his surname as he 
wanted to avoid the pressure 
Players as models, movie stars and 
sinf^rs can be traced back to no less than 
50 years ago The Bng^land captain 
Aubrey Smith went over to Hollywood 
and became a legrendary success in films 
So the forays of Durrani, PatU, Kirmani 
and Gavaskar into films were not 
pioneering activities at all 

S IR Don was probably the first cricketer 
to lend his voice to a disc thereby 
discounting Shivalkar and his duet mate 
Gavaskar from being the first m that 
field Even in social welfare work it was 
Vijay Merchant who set the trend in 
India, years before these ideas became 
fashionable 

Players modelling can also be traced 
back to yesteryear Men like Miller, 
Compton Mankad and Hamchand 
turned an entire generation to Brylcream 
almost thirty winters ago Over the years 
we have had eminent cricket 
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personalities telling us about shaving 
creams, cycles, ointments, shoe polishes 
and more Whatever the Packer publicity 
agents may tell us, today s jingles are 
nothing new 

Players writing columns is also as old 
as the game Men like CB FiTrandRanji 
wrote classic treatises on the game at the 
turn of the century Monty Noble wrote 
absorbing match reports and of course 
Sir Don produced his magnificent Art of 
Cricket Too many cricketers have 
written autobiogi aphies features and 
match reports on issues for us to worry 
about and criticise the modern player 
from putting down his thoughts 
Even controversies between players 
and administrators are not as 
contemporary as some would have us 
believe Clem Hill assaulted an Aussie 
selector Trumpei too dec lined to tour 
England because of dispute Sir Don 
Lala Amarnath, Sir Gary and of course 
Fred Trueman have all tiguered in 
debatable issues with officialdom So 
Botham Gavaskar and Qasim Omai have 
been involved in mere repetitions 
People who claim that helmets are 
mexiern innovations have probably not 
heard oi Mrs Patsy Ilendreri She was the 
first to design and conceive one for her 
husband as he set forth to meet the West 
Indians long before Dennis Amiss 
popularised his own batting helmet 

J ARDINE was probably the fust to 
intioducest«‘l in ti ic ket captaincy It 
wasn tTony Gieigoi Ian Chappell foi 
sure Whalevei piessuie exists with 
modern sledging is kid s stuff compaied 
with the physical intimidation of the 
bodyline days Even the so called 
devotees of gamesmanship would pale 
into insignificance in comparison with 
Dr Grace 

Changes in clothing and equipment 
have been a continuing process over the 
years Contemporary cricketers can 
hardly take any credit here The 
colourful golf caps of Shoaib Mohammed 
notwithstanding wo had Jar dine wit h 
his harlequin, Lala Amarnath with his 
sola topee and going furthei back into 
history Alfred Mynn and his colleagues 
with their top hats 
Whatever the official version of 
Packer s publicity men, even coloured 
clothes have long been in existence In 

Kepler Wessele spectacularly bowled by 
Wasim Akram in the 1S8S World 
Championship of Cricket. These 
sequences were taUonnade for 
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The Opening Salvo 

'Bemry Blofeld was ringside when 
the first shots were fired 

W ORLD SERIES CRICKET came moved forward at a pace more ii 
from small beginnings Dennis With the age in which the game 
Lillee and Rod Marsh told their would not have been easy for Pa 
agent in Perth, Austin Cricket was ripe for the taking i 


mm^RLD series cricket came 
MM ff from small beginnings Dennis 
MIV Lillee and Rod Marsh told their 
V V agent in Perth, Austin 
Robertson, that they should be earning 
more money from cricket Robertson ran 
into his old fnend and fellow Western 
Australian John Cornell and put the 
problem to him Cornell not only acted m 
Paul Hogan’s television senes but was 
also involved with it in a managonal 
capacity and together they went to see 
Kerry Packer about the possibility of 
staging all-star matches around 
Australia in front of television cameras 
for the benefit of mdmdual ci icketers 
At just that time Packer s researchers 
on Channel Nine had decided that 
exclusive coverage of Test cncket on 
television was a sure money winner 
Accordingly Packer had gone to see the 
Australian Cricket Board to make an 
offer and although he was prepared to 
pay considerably more money than the 
Australian Broadcasting Commission 
(who then had the lights to televise 
Australian ci icket although not 
exclusively) he was told that it was not 
desirable for the rights to be sold on an 
exclusive basis and was turned away 
He felt he had been treated less than 
well and said in effect Right if 1 can't 
have exclusive coverage of Test matches 
m Australia, 111 put on my own " To do 
so, he was prepared to dip his hand into 
the biggfest pocket of money the game 
had ever seen but he was groing to use it 
in direct opposition to the traditional 
game m Australia and anywhere else if 
the Establishment tried to block him 

C ricket was peremally short of cash, 
but it now began to look as if it was its 
own fault As soon as the Packer threat 
came into the open, money was found to 
fight it In a fast-changing world, cricket 
was one of the last sports still trying to 
run itself on the honour-and-glory 
motivation while entei tamers 
everywhere else were cashing in as never 
before The PKJker invasion picked the 
game up by the scruff of the neck and 
dumped it unoeremoauously in the latter 
part of the twentieth century 
If the administration of the game had 


moved forward at a pace more in keeping 
With the age in which the game lived, it 
would not have been easy for Packer 
Cncket was ripe for the taking and if it 
had not been Packer, it would surely 
have been someone else some other 
television mogul 

There is one aspect of the saga which 
probably, and understandably stuck in 
the throats of the traditionalists more 
than any other that was the clandestine 
and apparently deceitful way in which 
the operation was formulated and put 
into effect 

When players were initially 
approached—and very tew showed signs 
of hesitancy when asked to sign—they 
were paid an element of hush money But 
cncket s admmistrators have never 
exai tly been known for then liberal 
thinking nor have they shown 
themselves anxious to compromise with 
rebellious or dissident thinkers Foi this 
revolution to have had a chance of 
success, it necessanly had to have such 
an apparently dishonourable beginning 

Dennis Lillee and Rod Marsh set In 
motion the scheme that snowballed into 
WSC 
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HAVE WE JUST SEEN THE 
GOLDEN AGE OF CRICKET? 

Bishen Bedi attempts to answer 


Even in Tests it 
has been 
observed over 
the iast decade 
that the stress 
has been on 
containment 
more than 
reiving on ^uile 
and deceit in the 
air, virtues 
which are 
unthinkabie in 
modem cricket. 


I T IS a very interesting topic and the 
only reason I would like to indulge in it 
IS simply the challenging nature of the 
argument The eulogical aspect of such a 
discussion was omnipresent ever smce 
the sport transformed Irom a mere 
English past-time to a competitive 
international commitment 

But coming to the main topic of our 
discussion, It IB pejtinent to be 
‘comparative as well as constructive’ 
not necessarily satisfying ail in a 
palatable manner While the character of 
the game has taken the rough with the 
smooth almost nonchalantly through 
tune immemorial the change in playmg 
conditions necessitated by fresh 
legislation of rules and regulations have 
left varying impacts on different 
generations There is little doubt that 
great players of one generation would 
have made adjustments to become great 
players in another Not very long ago 
Sir Donald Bradman s reply to a query 
“Would you have made the same number 
of runs in modern scientific cricket*:*’ 
was abruptly to the point 'No I don’t 
think 1 wtould have got the same number 
of runs now ’’ said the Don ‘ But they 
wouldn t have got me out either ’ 
referring to the essential adjustments 
against negative and more calculated 
field placings of the modern era 
Ciicket survived its biggest crisis 
when Jardine’s Bodylme nearly tore 
apart diplomatic relations between two 
founder members of the Imperial Cricket 
Conference Tliat didn’t stop the game 
from br eeding noble and artistic 
exponents in the shape of ‘great’ players 
A hot blooded and hulk of a tycoon 
from Austraha gave another jolt to 
cricket when he decided to fire his 
financial guns on the shoulders of 
players in late Seventies, enabling him to 
whip up the cream of international 
cricketers and causing considerable 
damage to cricket authorities all over the 
world The silver-lining to this dark 
cloud was a better financial deal, a more 
secure professional career for the 
present-day cricketer, and the 
crowd-puilmg innovations of coloured 
clothing in day-night games Happily, 
the traditional character of the game 


didn’t suffer a great deal, although 
opinions may vary on this count 

Coming back to the “golden age’’ aspect 
of cricket, 1 think it would be prudent to 
define at the outset what constitutes the 
phase Surely, the players being the 
principal actors, with a high standard 
consistency in the normal all-round 
smooth functioning of the game—that to 
my mind constitutes ‘the golden age ' 

Let us elaborate more analytically by 
taking into consideration the three most 
vital aspects of cricket- batting bowling 
and tieldmg 

Cricket has always remained a 
batsman’s game It is just a coincidence 
that bowlers too have a role to play But 
glory has been the batsman s 


The last decade saw the emergence of 
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Edmonds* guile results in Border being 
stumped, one of the first dismissals 
of that type for some years in England t 
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such “great” names; Gavaskar (the only 
one enjoying almost Vitorian longevity) 
and Vengsarkar from India, Greg 
Chappell and Allan Border from 
Australia, Viv Richards and Greenidge 
from the West Indies, Gower, Getting 
and Lamb from England, the Crowe 
brothers from New Zealand, Zaheer 
Abbas and Javed Miandad from Pakistan, 
and Roy Dias and Duleep Mendis from 
Sri Lanka. 

Not all these names could be “confined” 
to the last decade, but each had a 
significant role to play in the 
enhancement of the art of batsmanship to 
match that of any other era. Yet, with the 
exception of Zaheer, none of the others 
mentioned above scored 100 hundreds. 
Apart from Zaheer, 20 others have 
performed this stupendous feat, out of 
which only Dennis Amiss, Geoff Boycott. 
John Edrich and Glenn Turner could be 
termed of reasonably modern times. The 
rest of them belonged to different eras, 
no doubt with “golden” touches of their 
own 

Lest 1 give the impression of purely a 
“figures" man, 1 would like to emphasise 
that the lasting impacts of people like 
W G. Grace, Jack Hobbs, Phil Mead, 
Walter Hammond, Earnest Tyldesley. 
Patsy Heiidien, Frank Woolley. Andy 
Sandham, Herbert Sutcliffe, Don 
Bradman. Len Hutton. Denis Compton, 
Tom Graveney and Colin Cowdrey, were 
not merely run-accumulators. Their 
cricket life-spans were legendary, 
varying from two, three and four 
decades 

The modern tendency to be a calculated 
“percentage” cricketer can hardly be 
considered a golden” principle in the 
wider cricket sense. Not surprising then 
that the present-day batsman lacks a 
certain “character " This has nothing to 
do with the “commercial" appeal, and 
which is the "in” thing now anyway. 
Admittedly, there was not enough I’est 
cricket “then" than there is now. 
Otherwise, there is no reason to believe 
that masters of yore would not have 
capitalised on the set-up as it is prevalent 
now. 

And now bowling—the last decade saw 
bowlers crossing the 300 Test wicket 
mark, not with consummate ease, but 
with ever-lasting consolidation. Thi.'?, 
1977-87, was certainly the 'golden age' of 
quickies, wjth the West Indians just a 
shade ahead of every one else collectively. 
Joel Garner. Michael Holding, Malcolm 
Marshall (prominently) and others 
lorded it over the batsmen. But the 
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A routine dismissal effected by one || 

of the West Indian fast bowlers—in this li 
case, Michael Holding { | 

C. 

torchbearers of the decade were without j" 
doubt Lillee, Richard Hadlee. Ian j 

Botham, Kapil Dev and Imran Khan, 
each having claimed 300 Test 
wickets- -with only Imran just short of j 
the target. 

The unadulterated success of the fast j 
bowlers has been at the expense of the j 

sad decline of the spinners. I don’t believe ! 
that the quality of spinners has gone I 

down. Only their utility has been i 

minimised with an over-emphasis on the 
limited-overs cricket. Even in Tests, it 
has been observed over the last decade 
that the stress has been on containment 
more than relying on guile and deceit in • j 
the air, virtues which are unthinkable in ! 
modern cricket. I 

The standard of field ing.has improved 
beyond human comprehension m that 
last decade. We must be thanktul to 
one-day cricket for smaller mercies. In 
terms of historical recording instant 
cricket has just begun, so it is not fair to 
assess the “golden" touch of this type of 
game, but already the importance of 
physical conditioning is acknowledged | 
uniformally all over, which cou Id only | 

mean splendid news for youngsters of 
the future. [ 
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COVER STORY 


AN ENTIRELY 
NEWBALLGAME 

R evolution. That's the word. The in the ten years previous to 1077,100 

Tacker explosion’ of 1077 sparked T^t matches were played, while from ■ 
off bigrgar changres than cricket May 1077 to May 1087,270 Tests were 

had known in the previous 100 played. The proliferation in one-day 

years. The game was not to be tne same games is even more pronounced; in the 

again. period between 1971 and June 1077, the 

For historians succeeding Altham and staging of 44 one-day internationals wai 
Swanton in the 21 st Century .1977 will sharply contested by 400 in the followini 

mark a definite watershed. Kerry decade. 

Packer's contribution has left its mark on The majority of these matches have 

almost everything connected with been played at night with the commercia 

cricket. Bradman or Sobers can scarcely trappings of white balls, black sight 

have made a bigger impact. screens and coloured clothing, In' 

The changes in the last decade would addition, cricket has spread its wings, 

have amused Ripley: night cricket, white Gone too are the days of long winding 
balls, black sight screens, coloured tours; three-Test and five one-day 

clothes, girls with drinks trollies, buried programmes are exchanged frequently, 
microphones, artificial pitches, emblems In addition to the World Cup and 

painted on the outfield. comprehensive one-day games between two teams withii 

TV coverage, more Tests, even more a Test series has come the prolific 

one-day games and increased fees for number of li mited overs competitions. 

players. Not a soul today connected with The World Championship of Cricket in 
the game—player, adminiatrator. Australia. 1985, the Challenge series in 

commentator or spectator has emerged Australia this year and the biennial 

uninfluenced by the turbulent events of tamasha in Sharjah are proof of the 

1977-79. increased leaning towards the shorter 


Peter Willey’s (left) attempt is typical of the culture Packer introduced. 
During a break in play, the entertainment was of a different kind 














Who’s who^ The introduction of helmets has confused commentators 


game To add to it is the annual Benson 
and Hedges competition in Australia 
each season introduced in 1979 80 This 
features Australia and two visiting Test 
playing nations in a triangular 
competition involving some fifteen 
matches and a best of tin ee final between 
the two top teams 

T he hefty inciease in playing fees of 
the players has been a major c hange 
Indian players have en)oyed a three-fold 
increase in remuneration for Tost 
appeal anees Biggei bonuses have 
followed Which means that someone like 
Gavaskar as regular in 1977 as in 1987 
would be making about ten times more 
money directly from the game today than 
what he was making in 1977 with 
endorsement fees and payments for 
columns making up the pocket money 
With Packer buying the best available 
talent the administrators upped then 
fees to deter potential defectors The very 
character of administration changed the 
Boards are more alive to the players now 
than ever before This is not surprising 
when one considers that a great number 
of administr atoi s not very long ago were 
Test cricketeis themselves Cohn 
Cowdrey who played his last Test in 1975 
18 presently the ICC chairman 
Packer s innovations with colour did 
not appeal initially His ‘Super Test’ lost 
out in spectator response to the 
traditional India-Australia senes played 
during the 1977-78 season As a direct 
challenge, Packer staged his first ‘Super 
Test’ between West Indies and Australia 
at the VPL Park Ground in Melbourne on 
the day the first Test between India and 
Australia commenced at Brisbane Less 
than 400 spectators appeared for the 
toss By mid-afternoon the crowd had 


swelled to 2847 within a ground capacity 
of 80 OOO On the same day 8147 
spectators watched the Test match in 
Brisbane 

A month later the WSC figui es 
recorded an improvement foi the night 
match between Austi aha and West Indies 
at VFL Park Ground The crowd of about 
8000 at 5 p m enlarged by 9 30 p m to 
nearly 25 000 The following season 
established night cricket and Packer s 
pyjama circus beyond comparison 

C RICKET s improved television 
coverage can be traced bac k to 
Packer s Channel Nine Packer embarked 
on his bieakaway tioup as a diiect 
challenge to the administr ators having 
been denied exclusive television coverage 
rights by the ACB His Channel Nine TV 
coverage has remained unsui passed its 
H cameras the various angles the 
revealing slow motion action replays the 
expert commentai y team- Richie 
Benaud, Tony Greig and Ian 
Chappell—the bur led microphones 
highlighting the impact of ball on bat or 
wicket and the mtuitive t ameraman all 
make for memoi able viewing Channel 
Nine 8 coverage has become the yardstick 
by which all othei inter national coverage 
of matches is compared 
Perhaps as fkmons as the Channel Nine 
coverage was the WSC logo itseli Packer 
had this emblem- thi ee black stumps 
surmounted by a i ed ball —drawn on the 
actual field ot play The letters ‘CBFS on 
the Sharjah * ui f followed as a 
consequence 

Tlie one Packer innovation that 
rmsfired was his idea of having girls 
brmging in the dnnks at intervals In 
India, there was a brief flirtation with the 
idea when the GCA officials had girls 
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The one Packer 
innovatfon that 
misfired was 
tile idea of 
^ having rirls 
liringingTnthe 
dnnkeat 
Intervais. In 
India there was 
a brief flirtation 
Witt the Idea at 
Ahmedabad in 
1^3 


bringing out the drinks at Ahmedabad 
against the West Indies in 1983. 
Temporarily revived, this gimmick was 
frowned upon and the last was seen of it. 

The idea of artificial pitches was 
Packer's last resort after having been 
denied the use of some established 
grounds by the ACB Packer was forced 
to turn parks into cricket grounds He 
solved the problem of preparing wickets 
by having them grown in hot houses and 
huge concrete trays Once developed, 
they were dropped into place in the 
middle of the playing area at the 
appropriate time 

While the helmet as a protective 
headgear had been introduced prior to 
WSC^ Its use became more widespread 
following the eventful two years. There 
being no restriction on bouncers and 
intimidatory bowling batsmen scurried 
for protection. Tony IjCwis reporting a 
WSC game in January 1979 wrote; “The 
most dangerous act in the entertainment 
business these days is not balancing on 
the high wire nor even putting a head in 
the lion’s mouth. It is batting in Kerry 
Packer’s flying circus. Fast Ixjwling and 
repeated bouncers are destroying some 
of the best batsmen we have seen. I have 
never seen so many bouncers bowled in a 
session as by the World team against the 
West Indies in a one-day game last 
week ’’ Tony Greig brought out the true 
flavour of WSC cricket when he wrote: 
“The competition in WSC is so intense 
that teams can no longer afford to allow 
the opposition tailenders to hang 
around. Consequently the pace bowlers 
are dishing out an unprecedented 


The drinks buggy as long as it lasted. 

amount of bouncers to the “ rabbits”. So ii 
is pleasing to see that cricketers like 
Dennis Lillee and Garth le Roux have got 
the message, swallowed their pride and 
are wearing helmets”. Another 
newspaper reported the conclusion of 
one game as follows: “Last night’s game 
ended dramatically when no 11 batsman 
Joel Garner, playing with a biTiken left 
middle finger from an accident only nine 
days previously, was struck in the finger 
by a short ball from World XI all rounder 
Clive Rice. Garner was in considerable 
pain and walked from the field giving tht 
World XI a win by 35 runs.” Gordon Ross 
asked: “Are these cricketers or 
mercenaries risking their skin for a 
sizeable bag of gold?” 

S O what then was Packer's role in 
cricket history? Was he a hero or a 
villain? Have his innovations brightened 
up the game and given it a boost’ Or hav« 
his novelties made cricket pail of a 
gladiatorial culture? 

Whichever way one prefers to look at 
it, one thing is certain He may be 
painted in vivid colours as a hero and 
portrayed in jet black as an earthbound 
barth Vader-like villain. Perhaps the 
23rd century researcher will portray hin 
as a circus clown, a comedian. No one cai 
however say that his role in shaping the 
destiny of the game was that of a bit 
player or a supporting actor. 

His was the lead role in a drama of epic 
proportions. 

Partab Ramc l i a ml 








THE DECADE THAT WAS 

DIFFERENT 


* The one-day match between England and Austra¬ 
lia at the Oval on 6 June 1977 is played m rain to 
avoid proceedings being earned over to the Jubilee 
celebrations the next day 

* Derek Randall does a cartwheel on the field after 
England has regained the Ashes at Leeds in 1977 

* A record 22,556,000 calls are made to the Post 
Office scores service during the 5th Test at the Oval, 
1977 

* Mudassar Nazar scores the slowest 100 in all 
first-class cricket—557 minutes- at Ijahore against 

I England, 1977-78 

j * Mike Brearloy recalls Iqbal Qasini aftet informing 
that he had dropped the catch, thereby denying 
Geoff Cope a hat trick at Lahoie against Pakistan, 
1977-78 

* Derek Randall is run out by Ewen Chatficld while 
backing up too far as a non striker in the Christ¬ 
church Test. 1977-78 

* Bob Willis leads England on the last two days of 
the Auckland Test 1977-78 after Boycott’s contact 
lens had scratched his cornea 

* Graham Yallop at Bndgtown 1977 78, becomes 
the first batsman to wear a helmet in a Test match 

* A group of West Indian supporters boycott the 
Port-of-Spain Test against Australia in 1977-78 to 

I protest the dropping of the key players, reducing 
attendances to 5,000 a day 

* Spectators invade the playing area at Kingston on 
the last day of the 1977-78 between West Indies and 
Australia following the dismissal of Holder 12 
minutes before* the close Australia with one wicket 
to get in 38 balls is deprived of a imssible victory 
One of the umpires refuses to stand the following 
day There is no other first-class umpire on the 
island The match is drawn 


Promotions Packer style 



* Cornhill Insurance sponsors its first Test—be¬ 
tween England and Pakistan at Edgbaston. 1978 A 
Pakistan supporter walks out to bat at the fail of his 
country’s seventh second innings wicket 

* Umpire Shakoor Rana refuses to officiate unless 
Gavaskar apologises for the use of obscene language 
in the Faisalabad Test in 1978 The match starts 11 
minutes late on the fifth morning 

* The Pakistan government declares a national 
holiday after India has been beaten in the Lahore 
Test in 1978 

* Indian captain Bishen Bedi signals his batsmen in 
to protest the use of re{x?ated bouncers by Sarfrar 
Nawaz, thereby conceding the one-dav international 
at Sahiwal India required 23 runs in 20 balls with 8 
wickets in hand at that stage 

* Geoff Boycott takes 454 minutes and 337 balls to 
score 77 in the Perth Ashes Test 1978-79 

* Australian batsman Rick Darling, clinically dead 
for a few seconds, is carried unconscious from the 
field after being hit on the heart by a Bob Willis 
delivery at Adelaide 1978-79 

* Rodney Hogg git*ets Derek Randall's arrival at the 
crease at Sydney 1978-79, with an artificial snake 

* Police chiefs advise the cancellation of the fifth day 
of the Bangalore Tost between India and West | 
Indies 1978-79, following tlie outbreak of noting . 
the pievious day due to the ari-est of former Prime I 
Minister Indira Gandhi 

* Rodney Hogg is run out by Miandad while j 
■gardening' the pitch dunng the Melbourne Test, j 
1978-79 Hogg swats out two stumps with his bat 1 
after a request for his recall is denied by the umpire i 

* Sikandar Bakht, backing up too far, is run out by 
Alan Hurst at Perth. 1978-79 Andy Hilditch is 
ruled out ‘handled the ball’ when he returns a 


Batsman Qreg Chappell is not pleased 
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The Test oancelled. England players leave 
Guyana 


wayward throw to the bowlei Sarfraz Nawaz 

* A swarm of bees halts play m the India Pakistan 
Test at Bangalore in 1079-80 

* England batsman David Bairstow is run out in the 
limited-overs match versus Australia at Melbourne 
on 7 2 79 while attempting a sixth run 

* Dilip Doshi 18 run out while complaining about the 
Shadow of a large tree on the pitch at Delhi in 
1979-80 Following a lequest to acting Pakistan 
captain Majid Khan Doshi is allowed to rontinue 


* Sikandar Bakht kioks out a stump m disgust over 
an umpiring decision at Ksnpur, 1079-60 

* Mike Brearley objects to the use of an alulhlnluih 
bat by Dennis IdUee during the Perth Ashes Test. 
1979-80 The subsequent argument holds the match 
up for 11 minutes, followed by Ldllee throwing his 
bat away m disgust His captain Oreg Chappell 
walks in with the traditional willow as a replace¬ 
ment 

* The first official one-day match ie played under 
floodlights between Australia and West Indies at 
Sydney on 27 11 79 

* The West Indies team, disgusted at the standard at 
New Zealand umpiring, takes the field ten mmutes 
late after tea on the third day at Chnstchuroh 
1979-80 hater m the Test, bowler Colin Croft barges 
debberately into umpire Qoodall 

* Indian captain O Vishwanath recalls Bob Taylor 
after he is given out, caught behind m the Jubilee 
Test at Bombay, 1980 Vishwanath confesses that 
the batsman had not touched the ball Later in the 
match Geoff Boycott continues to bat ignoring the 
umpire’s raised finger 

* All 11 Australians bowl in the Faisalabad Test 
against Pakistan 1979-80 

* Umpire Constant is assaulted by angry MCC 
members in front of the Long Room after his fifth 
inspection of the ram affected pitch in the Centenary 
Test 1980 

* The Karachi Test between Pakistan and West 
Indies begms IVi days late on a pitch dried by 
electric heaters Play starts 23 minutes late on the 
fouith day as one of the umpires forgets his kit at 
the hotel 

* West Indian Sylvester Claike is pelted with stones 
at Multan 1980-81 He retaliates by scoring a direct 


THE ESSENTIAL KERRY PACKER 


I t's amazing but the semi sumo-like Austra 
han who triggei ed off cricket s biggest 
tamasha is actually a softie He is addicted to 
milk shakes, doesn t touch alcohol smokes 70 
cigarettes a day, stays at eight-star hotels uses 
a private aeroplane when timetables tor sche¬ 
duled flights are mcovement has a failing for 
anything which is sweet and once hired a 
Daimler for a two mile journey You’d think he 
IS bonkers The traditionalist did 
His offer for rights to televise the 1976-77 
series between Australia and Pakistan rejected, 
Kerry Packet devised his own scheme of getting 
a word in Affionted, he signed more than 50 
cricketers for an exclusive cricket senes the 
establishment branded as circus' Night cricket 
was his own idea, he actually manned the gates 
for the Sydney match in 1978 79 when it was 
becommg evident that the evening would be a 
sellout Instead of closmg the gates, he threw 
them open The last head count neaued 52,000 
In addition, variety entertainment program- 
...■ 


mes during a break in play attracted Parking 
was free outside the Sydney Cricket Ground 
Transpxirt was free to the Waverley ground in 
Melbourne Ticket sales were planned in adv¬ 
ance And T-shirts with slogans like Big boys 
play at night disappeared in no time The 
breakaway movement which had been classified 
as a disaster in its opening season rebounded as 
one of the boldest marketing successes of a 
generation laised on Macdonalds and the 
XXXX liquid 

Brash enough to confront cricket's premier 
institution with ‘There is a prostitute in every 
one of us What is your priced’ Liberal enough to 
have hiB charterer) aircraft go pickmg up his 
Caribbean players and their girlfriends for a 
party And compromising enough to wind up 
his show after being given his rights in 1979 

Heady stuff for a man whose name only ten 
years ago you might have associated only with 
warehouses 
IHudar f s Mien w 




hit on the culprit with a taiolc boundary marker. 

* Mike Brearley puts all his fielders on the SCG 

boundary with West Indies requiring 3 to win off 
. )a^ balL Botbath bowls Croft and England wins 

the meioh. Brearley *B move comes in for' criticism 
and lead to the introdiiction of fielding circles for 
liniited>overs matches. 

* Sunil aavaskar walks out in disgust with Chetan 
. Chauhan after he is given out leg before to Dennis 

Lillee during the Melbourne Test, 1980-81. The 
quickthinking Indian manager averts yielding the 
match by sending Vengsarkar in to bat. Ironically. 
Intiia goes on to win the match. 

* The rest day of the Port-of-Spain Test between 
England and West Indies. 1980-81, is advanced by a 
day to avoid play clashing with a steel band festival. 

* Robin Jackman is denied permission to play in 
Guyana, 1980-81, because of his sporting links with 
South Africa. The Test is cancelled. 

* Roland Butcher becomes the first black ever to 
represent England during the 1980-81 series in 
West Indies 

* Dennis Lillee and Rod Marsh back Australia to 
lose in the Leeds Ashes Test, 1981, at 500-1. They 
put down E50—and surprisingly win the bet' 

Dennis Lillee and Javed Miandad brawl physically 
in midpitch during the Perth Test, 1981-82. 

* Sri L^ika plays its first Test match in Colombo on 
17.2.82. 

* A 'rebel’ England team tours South Africa in 
march 1982, each touring player being banned for 
three years from international cricket. 

* Nine Pakistanis who played under Javed Miandad 
in Australia in 1981-82 revolt against his captaincy. 
The players are dropped for two Tests against Sri 
Lanka. 

* 14 Sri Lankans are banned from domestic cricket 
for life for touring South Africa. 

* Terry Alderman dislocates his shoulder following 
an altercation with a drunk spectator on the field 
during the Perth Test. 1982-83, He misses the entire 
season as a result of the injury. 

* Trevor Chappell bowls an underarm to New Zea¬ 
land tail ender Brian McKechnie, the batting side 
requiring six to tie the match at Melbourne, 1980- 
8.1. The incident draws international criticism. 

* A helicopter is used unsuccessfully to dry the 
Guyana pitch for the India-West Indies Test, 1982- 
83. 

* Rumesh Ratnayeke faints at the sight of blood and 
ie revived with smelling salts after he has hit New 
Zealand batsman J. Wright at Wellington. 1982-83. 

* Ssmdeep Patil is flown to the Nagpur Test against 
Pakistan, 1983-84, in a special aircraft on the 
insistence of the Maharashtra CM after he had been 
surprisingly selected on the eve of the match. Patil 
reached Nagpur almost at the end of the first day. 

* The Indian team is pelted with friiit, stones and 
bottles at Calcutta after it has lost on the fourth day 
to West Indies. The injured includes Ashok Malhot- 
ra mid manager A.A. Baig. 

* Guy do Alwis of Sri Lanka becomes the first 
fielder/w.k. to be nominated Man of the Match in e 



Kim Hughes (left) and Clive Rice snapped 
during the ‘rebel’ series 


one-day game after he holds five catches at Colombo 
against Australia, 1982-83 

* India beats West Indies to win the FTudential Cup 
1983 in perhaps the biggest cricketing upset of all 
time. 

* A record crowd of 86,133 for a one-day interna¬ 
tional watches Australia play West Indies at Mel 
bourne on 22 l 84 

* Anil Dalpat becomes the first Hindu to represent 
Pakistan—against England at Karachi in 1983-84. 

* Geoff Ijawson is fined $200 for dissenting at 
umpire Narine’s decision at Georgetown, 1983-84. 

* England opener and debutant Andy Lloyd is hit on 
the temple of his helmet by Malcolm Marshall. He is 
hospitalised for several days with blurred vision. 

* Kim Hughes leaves a post-match press conference 
in Brisbane. 1983-84, in tears. 

* Malcolm Marshall bats with one hand after the 
thumb on his left hand had sustained a double- 
fracture at Leeds, 1984 It didn’t stop him from 
taking a match-winning 7;'5.3. 

Paul Terry, arm slung inside a sweater, walks into 
bat at the fall of the ninth wicket at Old Trafford in 
1984. 

* Following a tie in the second final of the Benson 
and Hedges series in 1983-84, West Indies—they 
had won the first final—refuse to play the third The 
prize money incentive of £ 18,000 is offered for them 
to play the third. They do—and win. 

* Mrs Gandhi’s assassination cuts short the Sialkot 
one-day match and series between Pakistan and 
India, 1984. 

* The shortest one day .international, 15 overs each 
side, is played in front of 25,000 at Chandigarh. 

1984- 85. between India and England. 

* International cricket goes to the desert; Sharjah 
plays host to the Rothmans Asia Cup in April 1984. 

* An Australian ‘rebel’ team tours South Africa in 

1985- 86. 

* Ian Botham is banned for more than two months 
from first class and Tests for admitting to the use of 
pot, 

* India and Australia tie the Madras Test in Septem¬ 
ber 1986. 

Comp H sd by Mudar Patherya 
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COVER STORY 


Syndmniised CiidGBt 

Peter Yates, with his customary eye for 
startling developments, looks into 
the near future 


Each 

spectator wil 
have a mini 
computer 
keyboard with 
'out' and ‘not 
out’buttons. 
Everyone 
pushesthe 
appropriate 
button and the 
computer 
system 
registers a 
decision 


D ON’T worry about it It could never 
happen here Meninponcey 
pyjamaa and white noses dashing: 
about like maniacs tryinf? to escape 
being interviewed by a giant, blond 
stick-insect in a yellow jacket We’ve 
missed the boat as far as World Series 
Cricket is concerned because its days are 
numbered even in the land of its birth 
Why else would the ercator of this 
raucous and lurid monster have 
dispensed with what appears to be a 
still-lucrative business’^ Is it because 
canny Kerry recognises that its 
dollarbiiity has reached its peak andean 
now only decline'^ 

So what can we expect from the new 
regime*^ Fortunately I have a spy in the 
Bond organisation (codename 0087) and 
can reveal the top secret plans for 
forthcoming Australian cricket seasons 
The most controversial of these. I feel, 
will pi-ove to be the intKiduction of 
synchronised cricket This involves four 
teams playing simultaneously on one 



pitch It means you have bowlers bowling 
and batsmen batting at both ends at the 
same time 

Two balls are used, one the traditional 
white, the other fluorescent pink, and 
fielders are allowed to field either ball at 
any time Running between the wickets 
could bo quite a spectacular affair 
particularly if you have I^amb and 
Botham and Junes and Qraeme Wood all 
batting together Of particular interest 
will be the I’ulc that allows a fielder to 
take a catch and then run out someone on 
the other side 

This system intends to revolutionise 
t he otticiating of matches There will be 
no umpires Gone will be the days when a 
playei such as Chris Broad, in order to 
bet orne International Cricketer of the 
Year has to rely on his Whoda-hoodoo 
technique to survive the dreaded French 
kiss of death And the much vaunted idea 
of using TV replays as a back-up for 
umpires is to be by-passed completely 
Instead each incident will be replayed 
immediately on vast screens around the 
gi-ound and each spectator will have a 
mini-computer keyboard with out' and 
'not out buttons At a given signal 
everyone pushes the appropriate button 
and the computerised scoring system 
registers a decision 

Some people have suggested that this 
might take some of the interest out of the 
game as contioversy is just as much part 
and parcel of cricket as black screens and 
white balls (Question what are white, 
move fast, are very difficult to spot on 
international cricket grounds and 
symbolise the state of world cricket over 
t he last decade or so^ Polloc'ks ) So a 
random human-error factor has been 
built into the computer which can 
override and reverse a decision even if it’s 
unanimous - to give everyone something 
to argue about And the beauty of 
synchitmised cricket is that unlike 
American football, where officials’ 
decisions take an eternity to check and 
re-check on the replays (and even then 
the final pronouncement is sometimes 
palpably wrong), the two teams not 


I 








involved in the incident can continue 
playing, keeping everyone happy. 

Two othei’ new rules in sync-crick (as 
It’s bound to be called) ai-e that a batsman 
' can't be in for more than an hour (this is 
' to prevent a repetition of the recent 
I appalling situation when Geoff Marsh 
rivalled North and South Enders' in 
monopolising air-time). and the idea, 
first mooted by Excitabill Lawry (won't 
he have fun commentating on 
sync-crick'). that anyone in the crowd 
catching the ball should be included in 
I the next Australian side will be adapted 
to let such spectators take part 
immediately in the game—the catch 
standing as a bona fide dismissal 

Rules of selection will insist, following 
the success of the Australian selectors' 
pilot sc'hemc this season, that one 
member of eac.h side, every match, will be 
a complete unknown He will, of course, 
be supplied with a map to avoid the 
embarrassment that afflicted Peter 
Taylor recently when he had to ask 
directions to the SGG And you'll be 
pleased to know that the Bond 
orgamsat ion clai ms to havi* come up wit h 
a method ul'colouring zinc cieam so that 
noses can be colour co-ordinaU'd with the 
rest of the trendy outfit— though this 
may be a pigment, of the imagination 
(Not so: some was seen in Sydney in 
January—ED ) 

The Australian Board of Control will 
naturally pronounce their total and 
unwavering opposition to the whole 
sync-crick scheme, which means there 
shouldn't be any delay in introducing it 
next season. The only foreseeable hurdle 
seems to be that as players are literally 
taking part in two matches at a time they 
are bound to ask for double fees 
Incidentally the so-predictable Man of the 
Match award is to be replaced by a Wally 
of the Match award which the crowd will 


again use their computers to .select 1 can 
see problems arising here for if I may 
quote a section oi t he SCG crowd. ‘thei c's 
only one Greg Matthews', 'riiank God 

Once synchronised cricket has tx*eii 
established. Bond ha.s plans for 
introducing America's Gup Gi ickct This 
will be played on a fleet ot yachts which 
are all competing in a full-.scale 
ocean-going race- 

Turning to the oncoming domestic 
season, it.seems that sfK’cer's 
merger-mania isaliout to affect cricket 
clubs as well 1 hear on the grapevine ot 
an impending merger bid w«'n Wore-ester 
and Somerset The new club is to be calhM.1 
Worcesterset, Roebuck is to bo captain 
and. as with a merged playing .stall thev 
will bo allowed twoover.seas players, they 
are looking around for an 
intemational-clas.s. overseas batsnian to 
cover for Martin Gi owe during In.s 
enforced early-seasoii absence Ian 
Botham thinks he might know .someone 

Yorkshire and 1 j:mca.shiro are also .said 
to be about to merge and will have an 
entirely now naiiio Yorkshire Gricket 
Club The traditional Yorkshire-lxirn 
rule will .still apply, ol course, and the 
new club expects ‘some retlundanc les' 
from the merger of the playing staffs 
And a throe-way mei-gei- between 
Gloucestershire. Surrey and Middlesex is 
on the cards too The new club will be 
called Glossysex and they arc working 
on a.sponsorship deal with 
FInyboy magazine 

Finally I'd like to add my good wishes 
to the new Refuge A.ssurance Sunday 
League Refuge won the sponsorship 
deal in the face of severe competition it .s 
not generally .known that their main 
rivals were Walt Di.sney Productions H 
their bid had been succossl'ul the 
competition was to have been called The 
Mickey Mouse League. 

WiSd^n CricHet Monthly 


This invoiyes 
four teams 
playing 
simultaneous¬ 
ly on the pitch. 
It means you 
have bowlers 
bowling and 
batsmen 
batting at both 
ends at the 
same time... 
Ofparticuiar 
interest wm 
be the rule 
that aNoWs the 
fielder to take 
a catch and 
then run out 
somedneon 
the bdier side I 
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Budd's 
Sad Story 

J UST 21 and sh«'s 
been thiough it all 
Zola Bndd and con- 
trovei sv Vou cannot 
soparatf one from the 
other 

Anri just when you 
think sho s getting^ 
out ol the headlines, 
shes in it a^ain But 
thi.s tune it’s thanks 
to an injury which 
has been hounding’ 
her ever since the 
Kuropean cham¬ 
pionships at Stutt¬ 
gart in Septembei last 
yoat What didn’t 
seem all that serious 
has turned out to be 
more than a passing 
injury 

Budd. obviously 
still growing. 18 vic¬ 
tim to a throbbing 
pain at the lop ot the 


hamstring The 
seemingly frail South 
African born athletd 
has finally given up 
hope of running this 
year She’s frus¬ 
trated. but very hope¬ 
ful ('In a way 1 have 
fotgotten 1987 I 
would rather think ol 
the Olympics next 
year ”) Don’t write 
hei off Not yet 




Bodyline On 
The Box 

D avid puttnam 

The name means 
as much to sporting 
circles as it does to 
the film world After 
his sensitive hand¬ 
ling of ’Chariots 
ofFii'e ■ Puttnam went 
on to make yet 
another film with a 
.spoiling back 
ground Only this 
tune it was a far more 
challenging proposi 
tion The subject 
being the controvei- 
sial Ashes senes of 


1932 ‘Bodylme’ was 
the nine hour'film 
that was finally 
made And once again 
Puttnam tcxik a bow 

Even our own Door- 
darshan has recog¬ 
nised the director's 
ability bv announcing 
that they will be tele¬ 
casting the film in 
parts evei v Sunday 
starting latei tins 
mouth That means 
there's still a lot ol 
ciickot in store even 
off season So just 
stay at home on Sun¬ 
days and follow the 
hall 


Frost’s Formula Fails 



I F tennis is your lifeblood Wimbledon is voiu 
goal When it’s badminton it s got to be the 
All England championships But just tliat is 
never enough Just as the Bjoi n Boi gs and the 
Boris Beckers have always Icxiketl foi the 
elusive US Open the unfortunate Morten Frost 
Hansen, a four-time All England champion 
has tried but.never won the Woi Id Badminton 
championship crown 

Frost a veteran at 29. has to his ciedit ovei 
209 title wins But just as it was in Canada two 
years ago. the Dane lost in the final of the fifth 
World championships at Beijing Having 
beaten the favourite and the man in form Zhiao 
Jianhua, in the semi final, it looked as though 
Frost would be the contented world champion 
alter all 

But the Chinese always seem to have an ace 
up their sleeve And this time it was the third 
seed Yang Yang The 24-year-oId left-hander 
smashed his way to a surprisingly easy win 
over Frost Frost played hia heart out, but the 
pressure got to him and the partisan crowd 
had Its way 

Frost has to wait another two years for a 
shot at the title And chances are he’ll be one of 
the frontrunners again 






F ootballers 

considered no 
more than mediocre 
in their own country 
come to India invari¬ 
ably to study and end 
up playing football in 
Calcutta Some of 
them stay, some 
don't. Emeka Ezeuf?o 
hasn't. 

The Nigerian strik¬ 
er after a fairly suc¬ 
cessful first season 
with East Bengal last 
year switched to 
Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing this season But 
after turning out for 
a few matches for his 
now club Emeka has 
left for home. Not be¬ 


cause he is unhappy 
with his club. Not be'^ 
cause he doesn’t like 
the place. But simply 
because his family 
wants him home to 
help out with the 
business. 

'rhough Emeka 
seems to have a jus¬ 
tifiable reason for 
ditching his club, it 
cannot be denied that 
Mohammedan Sport¬ 
ing have a frontline 
problem They will 
miss the speed and 
thrust of the Nige¬ 
rian. who intends to 
come back to Calcut¬ 
ta. but “only to visit 
friends." 



The Run Machines 


I F one had to choose the top three on form you 
cannot look beyond Oilip Vengsarkar. Javed 
Miandad and Chris Broad. While the Indian 
rests after a long hard season away from the 
great demands of international cricket, the 
other two continue their trul.y irrepressible 
form. 

Miandad has it in for the English He has 
scored 50 or more runs in ever,y match he has 
played against England this year He did it at 
the Perth Challenge, then at Sharjah, and now 
in all three Texaco one day games in England 
While one of these knocks went past the 
hundred mark, anotlier was a match-winning 
unbeaten 71, while the thlixl was a courageous 
68 . 



Broad, the Man of the Series in Australia 
earlier this year, is not far behind. He scored a 
match-winning 99 and a useful 52 in the 
Texaco games. 

Imran Khan and Mike Getting must have 
their fingers crossed that their mon-m-form 
keep the runs flowing well into the Test series 
The rest of the cricketing world must be 
hoping these two keep filling up their kitty 
now and run out of luck at the Reliance Cup 
later in the year. 




• 4 . 


The Second 
Best 

W HEN Bob Beamon 
jumped an unbe¬ 
lievable 8.90m twenty 
years ago in Mexico, 
the world believed the 
feat would never be 
repeated. A ‘fluke 
jump’ which could 
never be repeated, 
they said. How wrong 
they were. It is only a 
matter of time before 
you hear that Beamon 
no longer holds the 
world long jump re¬ 
cord. 

Carl Lewis needs a 
little luck and more 
drive to see him sail 
past the record. What 


could help IS competi¬ 
tion, And Lewis will 
have his fill in the 
form of Robert 
Emmiyan. The Soviet 
and European cham¬ 
pion was just four 
centimetres away 
from Beamon's re¬ 
cord. Emmiyan leapt 
an incredible 8.86 
metres—the second 
best jump in sporting 
history —while parti¬ 
cipating in an all- 
Soviet meet in the 
Soviet Union. 

Lewis, henceforth, 
will not only have 
Beamon's record to 
break, but he’ll also 
have Emmiyan to 
beat. 
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A closer look at some fitness myths 


M any pet>ple are 
immersed m the 
misconception that 
fitness IS a thing of the 
modern world That’s really 
not possible because if fitness 
weie a thing that had been 
evolved in the twentieth 
centuiy, then there wouldn t 
be so many bloornei’s floating 
about in the list of do’s and 
don ts of fitness 
The entire fitness cult 
startcHl way bat k and has 
slowly matured into what we 
see now And with this 
giadual change not only 


Never drink 
while exercising 

T HKRK couldn't be 
anything more 
misleading The 
tiTnd of thought now 
is that you shouldn’t 
even wait till you are 
thirsty If you re 
thirsty, it means that 
your body is losing 
water 

The body cells de¬ 
pend on circulation in 
oi der to get the ener¬ 
gy they need, and to 
get rid of their waste 
produi ts When you 
become dehydrated, 
the fluids that bathe 
the cells dimmish 
The cells can t t unc¬ 
tion properly until 
the fluid is restored 
When that happens 
your muscles can t 
keep up the work 
they’re doing, and 
your heart receives 
an added strain Fart 
of the fluid you’ve lost 
is blood fluid This 
nieaJis that the heart 
has to pump that 
many more times 


have the exercises modified 
themselves, the tacts and 
guidelines have also come 
under cai’eful scrutiny What 
we accepted as the truth and 
nothing but the truth has now 
been broken down and studied 
to see whether it is actually all 
that Sacred after all 

Come to think ol it, if you iv 
going to get fit, you might as 
well know why you do 
sorhethings and why you 
don’t do others Uotting fit is 
probably the simplest thing to^ 
do in the world ol today And 


if you’re willing to accept 
change - and break away 
from the lines that we've been 
constrained bv till now —then 
you’re on your way to fitness, 
the unhassled way 

The next couple of weeks 
are going to be devoted to the 
blasting to sniit hereens ol 
fifteen of the most famous 
fitness myths These are the 
net results of detailed 
research done by some of the 
leading experts in tins field 
and aie published by Grafton 
Books m Total Fitness 


Sugar before exercise raises 
the energy level 



W RONG again There are people who feel 
that they have broken the fitness lormula 
just because they’ve understood where the 
body gets energy from and all that jazz Sui-e, 
sugar gives you energy but sugar ingested 
just before a contest or work-out can actually 
do more harm than good Even preparations 
like honey and lime-juice are counter¬ 
productive 

It’s been discovered that too much sweet can 
trigger an insulin reaction which drives the 
body’s sugar into the storage organs Matter of 
fact, the only time that you need to give your 
bod.y extra sugar is when you have to replace 
whatever is exhausted by very extensive exer¬ 
tion Remember, extra sugar never gives extra 
energy 


Avoid certain 
foods before 
activity 



T he UCLA’s Human 
Performance 
Laboratory conducted 
extensive tests on this 
topic and came up 
with the finding that 
it doesn’t matter at all 
what sort of food you 
eat It doesn’t have 
any effect on yourper- 
formance or well¬ 
being After combing 
the literature on this 
subject and picking 
out all the forbidden 
food like heavy, gas- 
producing food, spicy 
food and junk food, 
and giving it free to 
all the athletes on 
campus it was noticed 
that no difference 
could be disting¬ 
uished by either the 
players or the resear¬ 
chers 














BrIfHI back the profesalorial foul 

Bilan QIanville 



Men teem to be able to handle 
frtendehlpe better wHIi people they 
compete against. 

Mary Decker Slaney 


I know what I am worthy 

Steve Ovett, celebrated athl^ 






tW treatid them Wee the youth 
team at bmee by Woking a few 
tMokiWee, and sligiping a few 
arrlete when neoeesary to get re- 

' ' 

ddhh Sftlel CcvenitryCtty doach after 
winAing the FA Cup 


There la a great mistrust of the 
exceptional in Brihsh football- 
...Thare to a great worship of 
mediocrity 
Simon Semes 


Whenihear mimaBera spend¬ 
ing m hour and S hsB wilh. die, 
plawers in the drssetng room It 
mattes me leiigti. VWNrt can he bW 
them? 

Raich Carter, one of England's 
greatest fooi^lers ever 











SPORTING UFE 


Hia Meat And Drink 

Happy lush butcliei hail )U8t won $ 80 000 by 
backmt? the wmnei in the Oheltenham Gold Cup 
Fie approached the 80 yeai old Uuccn Mother in 
the rac ocourst* winners enc losui e to shake her 
hand Then all beside himself with )ov ho ended 
by kissin(;> her instead to thr shook and dismay 
ot s<x,ui itv ollit lals who wei e unable to pi event 
him since t Ik Queen Mother hei self did not 
object Butchei I3ailey told hrt majesty You tea 
wonderful ladV ina am we all love you Ihopevou 
live to bf 130' She replied Oh von aiean awful 
chap' 




'Maybe Coach Treadway has a point. You 
guys have been a iittie inconsistent 
tonight."" 


'Guess I forgot to tell you The sheriff"s 
quite a sportsman." 



"Watch this, I had arm surgery in 
the off-season!"" 


ril be doing the play-by-play, and Brent 
Bent will supply the color analysis 
tonight.'" 













tHAKY 


O AMty Defending 
MiUchampione France 
atart their $750,000 
World Team Tennis Cup 
campaign disastrously 
as they lose their 
opening encounter to 
Argentina. Also losing 
their opening match are 
Australia who go down 
to Czechoslovakia. 

A new-look Brazilian 
soccer team, with as 
many as seven 
youngsters making 
their international 
debut, do well to hold 
England to a one-all 
draw in the first of the 
five-match friendly tour 
of Europe at Wembley 

May Even a superb 
113 by JavexJ 
Miandad cannot save 
Pakistan in the first of 
their thi-ee one-day 
internationals against 
England Batting first. 
Pakistan total 232 in 55 
overs but cannot stop a 
determined Clins Broad 
from leading his side to 
a comfortable T-wicket 
victory with a fluent 99 

Czechoslovakia cannot 
maintain the same 
momentum as yesterday 
and go down to West 
Germany in their World 
Team Tennis Cup 
encounter at 
Duesseldorf Australia 
find the going too rough 
for their liking as they 
go down again, this time 
to Sweden. 

May Czechoslovakia 
storm into the final 
of the World Team 
Tennis Cup as Miloslav 
Mecir turns on his 
magic to trounce Anders 
Jarryd in straight sets. 
In another match today, 
title holders France 
make their exit as they 
lose 0-2 to lowly Spain. 


Denmark and Icuk 
Sugiarto of Indonesia 
can hold their own 
among the rampaging 
Chinese at the 
Badminton World 
Championships at 
Beijing. With both the 
men’s and ladies’ singles 
reaching the semifinal 
stage, all but two of the 
eight places are reserved 
by the Chinese shuttlers. 

The world of athletics 
receives a jolt as a 
middle distance runner 
collapses on track and 
dies. Paul Bryan of 
Jamaica finishes fifth in 
the 1.500m race at a 
collegiate athletics meet 
at Cape Girardeau, 
staggers around and 
finally collapses to a 
tragic death 

May Miandad (that 
man again'! is the 
mainstay of Pakistan’s 
win yet again as they 
win the second one-day 
international at 
Nottingham to level the 
senes against England. 
Chasing an English 
total of 157. Pakistan 
easily overhaul it with 


six wickets to spare 

John McEnroe pulls 
USA into the final of the 
World Team Tennis Cup 
competition with a 
fighting win over Henri 
Leconte 2-—6. 7-5, 6-1 
In keeping with his 
image. McEnroe also 
incurs a $500 fine for 
smashing his racket in 
the final set 

Morten Frost keeps 
battling to prevent a 
Chinese domination at 
the Badminton World 
Championships at 
Beijing as he wins his 
semifinal against Zhao 
Jianhua in straight 
games In the other 
semifinal. Icuk Sugiarto 
of Indonesia cannot 
withstand the pressure 
and goes down tamely to 
Yang Yang of China 

O^Miy The Superbrat 
wf»strikes again as he 
storms off court and 
refuses to continue his 
match against Miloslav 
Mecir in the Woi ld Team 
Tennis Cup final at 

John McEnroe—the 
temper’s back, now for 
the tennis 


Duesseldorf. A heated 
exchange with umpire 
Richard Kaufman halts 
some really exhilarating 
tennis and ends up with 
Kaufman first docking 
McEnroe a point and 
then awarding the 
match to Mecir. 

The Chinese pressure is 
too much for Morten 
Frost to handle as he 
goes down fighting to 
Yang Yang 15-2, 13-15. 

15-12 in the final of the 
Badminton World 
Cha mpionships 

The warhorse of ladies’ 
tennis Chris Evert, wins 
her 152nd title as she 
holds off a spi ri ted 
Manuela Maleeva to win 
the $100,000 Geneva 
European Open women's 
tennis tournament. Also 
in the winning act is 
Gabriela Sabatini as she 
plays inspired tennis to 
beat Martina 
Navratilova and win the 
Marbella International 
tennis tournament for 
women 

May England wrap 
up the one-day 
international series 
against Pakistan, 
winning the last match 
by just one wicket 
Chasing Pakistan's 
score of 213 for nine, 
England scrape home 
with just one wicket and 
three deliveries to spare. 

May The French 
Open gets under 
way at Paris with mamy 
of the top ranked 
players falling to 
survive the devils of 
clay. John McEnroe 
goes down to Horacio De 
La Pena while Henri 
Leconte loses to 
unknown Ricki 
Osterhun of West 
Germany. Also crashing 
out are Johan Kriek and 
Pat Cash. 








Onljr Morten Frost of 
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CROSSWORD/QUIZ 


Crossword 368 
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ACROSS 

1 British champion at 
Wimbledon ends in a fork 
i4,5) 

6 Italian soccer coach 
comprises an alphabet of 
hairpin bends (4 1) 

8 Bopfpry ground or soil tor an 
England fast bowler (41 

9 Eccentric batsman lor Notts 
and England in the early 
years ol the century retui'iis 
(4) 

10 Judo surface (3) 

11 The last triple century scorer 
in Tests in a debtor‘s (4) 

13 Champion swimmer Fraser 
and a Pakistan newspaper 
have something in common 

(4) 

14 Imran Khan’s middle name 
returns(5) 

15 Thecapof Douglas Jardine 
whif h irked Australians ends 
111 actor Anthony (9) 

DOWN 

2 H’encing equipment 111 
the plural (5) 

3 Bird tor a term ol competition 

(5) 

4 Racing gi*ound in England 
might be mistaken for a 
tiadingplate(3 6) 

5 Diving champion Irorn USA 
starts with Ferrigno(H l) 

7 Braziban soccer st ar 
oomprises a girl (6,1) 

1 2 East Gei'man swimming 
prodigy at the Montreal 
01,ympics IS not a starter (5) 

13 This Fillol. not Jaime, has a 
circle missing at the end and 
coming up (5) 

Excellent: 16<15, Good: 14, Fair: 13. 


QUESTIONS 

Fill in the blanks with appiupnate 
letters so that the word becomes 
nieamnglul in the context ol the 
.sfxirt or game named within 
brac'kets 

1 — AB K( Fencing) 

2 -UN -(Boxing) 

.3 KIJ (Rugby Union) 

4 B-GK (Ooll) 

5 - I (Volleyball) 

6 N— K (iktu.ibh rackets) 

7 (’ U (Billiauls) 

H Ph N (Smxikei) 

9 C’A - (B.isketball) 

to Kh EH (Cricket) 


ANSWERS 

1 S R 

2 C C H 
CK 

4 G Y 

5 n G 
O 1 C 

7 OP 
H A T 
9 G E 
lO OAT 


SOLUTION 368 



QUESTIONS 

The following are the names of some 
persons who invented'introduced a 
pai1 icnlar style in/is otherwise 
famous m the history ol a sport or 
game Identify the sport (or the 
game) 

1 Dr James Naismith 

2 Oeorgi' Herman Rulh 

.3 Jack Broughton 

4 William Webb Ellis 

,3 Daniel Morelon 

6 William 15 Morgan 

7 Bernard .lames Tindal 
Bosanqiiet 

8 Hicbaid Fosbury 

9 Caul Mall hew Webb 
lO Mu|oi Wallei Wingfield 


ANSWERS 

1 Basketball 

2 B.iscball 
.1 Boxing 

4 Rugby (Union) 
r> Cvcling 
O Volleyball 
7 Cruket 
H Athletics 

fh.iimel Swimming 
lO LawiiTi'iims 

(Uniil CihosH 


FLASH 

India-Paldstaii vs Hie 
Rest 

H ow many times have you 
spent hours trying to choose 
a joint India-Pakistan cricket 
team? Knowing fully well 
nothing is eyer going to come 
out of it. but still racking your 
cricketing brain: “should there 
be SIX Indians and five 
Pakistanis? Or should it be the 
other way around?” 

Well, this time it’s for real. On 
September 30th at the 
Jawaharlal N^ru stadium In 
New Delhi the Reliance World 
Cup opens. A very special 
opening ceremony has been 
planned; the usual song and 
d^ce; pigeons and baUoo^: 
speeches and colour. But' 
there’s something more. 

.The tamaaha wiU be ctlmaxed 
with a day-night cricket match 
between a joint India-Fakietan 
aide and the Rest of the Wofld, 
This could easily betbs mahdx 
oftoumament. 





BOOK CHOICE 


THE GUARDIAN BOOK 
OF CRICKET 

EDITEDBYMATTHEWENGEL 


RANJl AND CO. 

To the ordinary late V ic tonaii 
India was still a land of mysifi v 
rope tricks, and maffical spells It 
was appropriate Iheri'fore that 
his introduction to Indian 11 icket 
had about it an an ol magic Prom 
the moment he buist upon the 
scene in 1893 until theoutbreak 
of the First World War Kuiii.ii 
Shri K£in)it.sinh|i used hie ( rii ket 
bat with a deftness and gi.uv 
which savourcfl of the movements 
of a coniLiroi s wand 

It was not until his last yeai at 
Cambridge that the Univeisitv 
wereawareof tlic ticasuiem then 
midst so that he*only plaved in one 
match against t ixfoid and that 
with little siu 1 ess lUit thiee veais 
later at Old 1 1 .ifford he m,i i ked 
his first aojX'ar.ince loi Knghnid 
against Austrah.i with a hi ilhant 
Ib-l not out tf) sav(> a '.in v diflu ult 
situation The following yeai he 
started the seiles against 
Australia with 175 in the fust 
Test at Sydney v. here the lohust 
humour of the llill wouki have 
given the Hju-e Helations 
Committee collet live apofilexv 
Fixim then on he was .i first choice 
fot Kiigland whenever available 
Many would include Ranii 
amongst the first hall dozen 
greatest batsmen of aU time Noi 
was he unduly liashful abtiut his 
own place in the ranks of the 
immortals A vi'ry young (iubby 
*Allen was taken to U'a with Uanii 
gnd Chai’les Fry, and listeiu'd 
wido-e.yed to their talk When 
there was a pause he askeii ‘Who 
was the greatest batsman of all 
time*^’ A longer pause was broken 
byRanji ‘I think. Charles, he said 
in his clipped English, 'that 1 was 
better than you on a soft wicket 
Ranji died at the early age ol Ot 
but he lived long enough to see his 
mantle firmly settled on the 
shoulders of his nephew 
Duleepsmhji— 'Smith' to his 



After several prolonged 
scrutinies Tate turned to 
his companions with the 
somewhat superfluous 
query *See Ranji?* 
Assured on this point he 
nodded darkly and 
whispered: ^He looks a 
veritable Hindoo!* 


friends hike uncle like iicpii'*w 
In 1930 at Ijord s DuU>cp went in 
when both Jacl^ Ilobb,s and Frank 
Woolley were out for 5J, and by 
the evening had marii over 150 
and El gland were gening 
towarcs400 So little was realised 
about the impact ot Bradman and 
tour-df.y Test matches that by 
then the older brigade were 
calling for a declaration Percy 
Chapman resisted this but 


signalled the batsman to push 
along, at which Duleep made a 
senes of sconng strokes, but was 
then caught at long-on oft Clarrie 
Grinimeft for 173 As tie retired 
Rang turned to his neighbour ‘1 
told you so ■ he said ‘Tho boy is 
rarelt^ss ' 

()n t he same occasion Rang was 
himself the subiect of a somewhat 
unexppc ted remark On the day ot 
the matcti became straight from 
some of tic lal function in full 
iTgaha which what with 
materials tailoring andpiecious 
accessories must have 
lepresented countless thousands 
in gtxxl pre-M^ar pounds It was a 
dazzling spectacle which filled 
Maurice Tate wit h a we and 
wonderment After several 
prolonged sc rutinies he turn<*d to 
lus companions Ben Travel s and 
Arthur Gilligaii with the 
somewhat superfluous query See 
Hanji*^ Assured on this point he 
nodded dai kly and t rom b»*hind a 
confidential hand whispert^d ‘He 
looks a vei liable Hindoo' 

It was latoi in the same ser les, at 
Manchesthr that Duleep and I 
were bidden to dine wit h Ranji 
and party of very senior 
ciicketers The buixien ol the 
conveisation was largely that 
cricket was a fine game, how well 
It used to be played and what a 
pit.y i1 was that nobody could play 
it any more Next morning on the 
ground someone, uncoiiiiectod 
with the previous evening, 
produced an old press cutting of 
an interview with Rang on the 
occasion of his great first 
appearance He was quoted as 
remarking that the older 
generation were very severe 
critics ot the young and he hoped 
that, when his days were done he 
would be more generous to his 
successors Whatever else, human 
nature does not seem to change 

Brought up on the legend of 

i3 





Ranji and the feats of Duleep the 
British public may have been 
mildly disappointed by the Iirst 
All-India team to come to tins 
country in 1932 it was a very 
good side but the batting with few 
exceptions, was solid rather than 
sparkling and locked any 
element of magic It was, however 
notable lot a fine pair of opening 
bowlers Mahomed Nissar was a 
good fast bowler and would have 
been vei y quick indeed if he had 
like John Snow been able to cure a 
habit of putting his front {exit 
down in the direction of third slip 

His partner Amai Singh was a 
superb seamei- at a vei v lively fast 
medium pace He could move the 
ball in the air and off the pitch 
and, on matting cut it either way 
In the first and only Test match 
they gave England a very rough 
start Nissar clean bowled Holmes 
and Sutcliffe in the opening overs 
and, when Frank Wcxjllcy was run 
out three wickets were down for 
19 

Amar Singh was also a good 
aggressive batsman and had 
much success in the Lancashiie 
League where he fought some 
gexMf battles with Iioane 
Constantine Ijearie once told me 
that he disc overed that Amar had 
a morbid obsession with death and 
any mention of it Never averse to 
ayihttle playful gamesmanship 
Learie would always turn up for 
their encounters weai'ing a black 
tie, sometimes straight from a 
funeral oi sometimes just out of 
respect for the sudden and 
imaginary decease of a 
non-existent friend oi relative 

My only excursion into Indian 
cricket in its own land was a 
pleasant but unsuccesslul 
cxeivise In 1937 Lionel Tennyson 
tcxik a side at the iiivitation of the 
Indian Board oi fJontrol and 
played five unofficial Test 
matches, winning 3-2 My active 
part ended with a shouldei injury 
in the first match of the toui, but I 
much enjoyed the hospitality of 
the Army messes and found oui 
stays with the various 
Maharajahs quite an experience 

We did not see any rope tricks, 
and the nearest anyone came to a 
magiQal spell was Joe Hardstaff 
His faithful bearer went thrice to 
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Constantine once told me 
that Amar Sin^h had a 
morbid obsession with 
death and any mention of 
it. Never averse to a little 
playful gamesmanship 
Learie would always turn 
up for their encounters 
wearing a black tiey 
sometimes sti'aight from 
a funeral or sometimes 
just out of respect for the 
sudden and imaginary 
decease of a non-existant 
friend or relative 


hiB favourite shrine to pray for the 
‘Sahib's success There the good 
man must have got his lines 
crossed for the immediate result 
in each case was that Joe made 
nought 

Travel was rather different to 
the present day. as we took three 
weeks to get there by ship, which 
was very agreeable, then spent 45 
days on the train, which was less 
so We had one overwhelming 
advantage compared to the 
modern traveller There was no 
question of prohibition and 
whisky was 12s 6d a bottle 

Finally an item for those who 
like one kef curiosities We’ve all 
heard of the man who tried lo 
hurry the East, but wfial about the 
man the East bustled into a speed 
record*’ In 1940 when the Indian 
game against Glamorgan was 
spoiled by ram an effort was made 
to give the crowd a little added 
entertainment With the home 
side far behind and due to 
follow-on it was agreed that when 
the last wicket fell, there would be 
no interval and with the last pair 
becoming the openers, they would 
cany straight on 

P F Judge went in at no 11 and 
C’T Sarawateobliged by 
kntxjking his ca.stle down first 
ball Judge now became the 
opening batsman and as soon as 
the stumps were re erected, 
Sarawate rushed up and knocked 
them down again first ball a feat 
which might be desenbed m 
Hindustani as a trifle jaldi I have 
often wondered if they took a new 
bull to achieve it 
10 DECEMBER 1976 

FRANK KEATING 

DAVID STEELE 

A heartfelt valediction from the 
pulpit to Oavid Steele, who 
announced his retirement 
yesterday, will set him shaking 
his grey head and wincing as he 
looks down at nis shoes in the 
front row 

It IS almost statutory to say he 
will be remembered for just one 
Test match—his first against 
Australia at Lord's in 1975—even 
though tliat IS not the whole 
story He played in eight 
consecutive home Tests against 
Australia and the West 


InTdies^fthen both in 
9wairgbnnirly ferocious 
pomp—and never once flinched, 

It was a truly heroic and very 
human chapter in which David 
Steele tapp^ the sportingr 
adrenalin in the whole nation. 

Yet. having^ weathered the fearful 
grales. he was then peremptorily 
put out to grass with a Test match 
batting average of 42—exactly the 
same as that of Ian Chappell and 
Cyril Washbrook. only a couple of 
pegs below Cowdrey and 
Oraveney. and miles ahead of the 
likes of Woolley, Trumper or Bill 
Edrich 

Steele must have felt 
disappointed when he was 
dropped for the 1977 tour of 
India Characteristically he would 
have moaned only to the nearest 
short-leg, but his legion of 
supporters which included by 
then a considerable lobby of 
housewives who couldn’t tell Ibw 
from PVC. gave voice 

The romantics, though, 
preferred him to leave on a 
high—the Indian spinncr-s might 
well have shattered the 
image—and he waddled back to 
the county grind, garlanded with 
affection and remaining for ever 
the personification of that 
authoritative yeoman‘s 
pronouncement by Cliff Gladwin, 
another North Midland pro. who 
made the all-time anthologies 
with ‘Cometh the hour. Cometh 
the man ' 

In the mid-summer of '75. 
England's batting was yet again 
in shreds. They were laid to waste 
in the first Test and. amid 
wholesale changes. Tony Greig 
was made ca ptain for Lord's The 
beanpole pragmatist called for 
Northamptonshire's eminent and 
very grise, bespectacled obscure 
Jude. 

England batted Lilian Thomson 
was at her most catty, cruel and 
spiteful. The openers went at 
once, and it was 20 for two when 
Steele, his favourite moth-eaten 
old towel elastic-banded to his left 
thigh inside his trousers, gave a 
last polish to his glasses, picked 
up his bat and plodded 
heavy-footed. down th stairs 

Of course, he had never been in 
the home dressing room before, so 
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When finally Steele 
emerged and clomped to 
the wicket all that was 
missing was the ARP 
helmet. The writer, Clive 
Taylor, described the 
entrance memorably: 
*The bank clerk goes to 
war*. As he reached the 
wicket Thomson said to 
his colleagues, *Who the 
hell Is this guy? Groucho 
Marx?* Steele simply 
said *Momln* and took 
guard, two-legs, as he 
always did 


he went down two flights of stairs 
instead of one and ended up in the 
member’s loo. Outside, 
meanwhile. 25.000 people were 
waiting 

When finally he emerged and 
clomped to the wicket all that was 
missing was the ARP helmet The 
writer, Clive Taylor, described the 
entrance memorably. ‘The bank 
clerk goes lo war.’ 

Later that year David told me 
about it when he collected his BBC 
Pei'sonahty of the Year trophy. As 
he reached the wicket Thomson 
said to his colleagues. ‘Who the 
hell IS this guy’’ Groucho Marx? 
Steele simply said 'Mornin' and 
took guard, two-legs, as he always 
did 

The first two balls from Lillee 
were devilish. As he prepared to 
face them, Steele muttered to 
himself, over and over again, i 

‘Watch the ball, watch the ball' He 
played both deliveries i 

immaculately straight down into 
his boots—and .swept the next for 
four to release an explosion of 
pent-up sound from the crowd 
that could be heard in Baker 
Street 

He ended with a valiant 
half-eentnry which made the 
headlines on Nows at ten as he 
did through that summer. He 
became a national celebrity Knots 
of people would cluster round the 
TV rental shops in every high 
street, asking is Steele still in?' 
Usually he was. playing I'orward. 
Industrialists like John Moores of 
Littlewoods sent him cheques and 
butchers sent Inm free steaks 

Next summer the rustic epic 
continued When he meule a 
century against the West Indies at 
Trent Bridge I cannot remember 
such a cheer at a cricket match. 

He wiped his glasses and all 
Nottingham found themselves 
rubbing their eyes 

Now. after 21 years ot 
admiration around the provincial 
paddocks of England--500 
games. 22.346 runs. 623 wickets 
and 546 catches -he will he 
plodding away, just as he came 
into our consciousness those nine 
years ago- -with that rolling gait 
of a strangely armoured 
infantryman jaw jutting, eyes t 
slightly bewildered behind 
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glinting specs, pad straps 
dangling, front foot forward 

Thanks for the memory, Mr 
Steele. The way you touched your 
cap. the way you played for 
tea.. .no. no. they can't take that 
away from me. 

ENGLAND V 
AUSTRALIA 

An avuncular grin above an MCC 
tie was standai’d equipment at 
Lord’s yesterday as for the first 
time in the ground s 189-.veai' 
history women took the field 
Having cautiously agreed after 
many years of stonewalling to 
allow the women’s England v 
Australia international on to its 
yellowing turf, the MCC turned 
out in force 

‘There were more members in 
the pavilion this morning than 
I’ve seen for many county 
matches.’ commented one MCC 
stalwart Another claimed that 
members had actually stixid up to 
applaud as the English captain 
Rachel Hcyhoe Flint led her team 
on to the field, a mark of 
appreciation given normally to 
batsmen returning with 
centuries. 

The question that had caused 
some MCC coyness, whether the 
women could use the men’s 
dressing-rooms, had been 
resolved without embarrassment 
They did. j ust like any Test match 
team, but uncle MCC added one 
little feminine touch some roses 

The MCC it was reported. even 
took with calm the sight of white 
miniskirts and knee socks in the 
Long Room But for that 
information we had to rely on 
hearsay For all women except the 
22 players the entire pavilion. 
Long Room included, remained as 
inaccessible as Mount Athos. 

It was the drought summer, remember 
SAUGUS’! 1976 

To the editor 

Sir,—In the cricket commentary 
yesterday on the third Test match 
at Old Trafford Mr E W Swanton 
included the usual note of local 
colour. He commented upon the 
Manchester weather and 
described it in something like the 
following terms— grey, ovei'cast, 
and raw with an hour and a half of 



The MCC took with calm 
the sight of white 
miniskirts and knee 
socks in the Long Room. 
But for that information 
we had to rely on 
hearsay. For ail women 
except the 22 players 
the pavilion, Long Room 
included, remained as 
inaccessible as Mount 
Athos... 


whether listeners in India could 
possibly imagine it with the sun 
beating down upon them. 

Listening in Bombay this was 
rather amusing. It was about 8.30 
p.m. (we are four and a half hours 
ahead of B.S.T) and it was pitch 
dark outside with swirling ram 
reducing visibility almost to the 
conditions of a Manchester fog. It 
had been raining without a break 
for three days and nights. The 
kind of rain that Manchester can 
hardly imagine--roads in many 
parts of the city were standing 
under two feet of water and three 
cricket grounds to my knowledge 
had the appearance of miniature 
lakes with the roped oft’crease 
rising forlorn like a drab green 
island in the middle of the flood 
The south-west monsoon is now 
well established and wo have not 
seen the sun for a week . 

T Blackburn 
.30 Forjptl Sti’cct, Bombay 

24 JULY 1962 

Hf^NRY BIOFELD AT VFL PARK 
MELBOURNE 

WSC Australian XI v. 

WSC West Indian XI 

The first day’s play in Mr Packer’s 
long awaited ‘Super Test' senes 
was a complete flop fi cim the 
commercial angle No senes in the 
entii'e history of cricket has had 
such a build-up as this one and 
after six months of continuous 
publicity there were less than 400 
spectators at the VFL Park when 
Andy Roberts bowled the first ball 
to McCosker In mid-afternoon the 
crowd had reached only two 
thousand and at the final count 
numbered 2.847. on a fine day in a 
ground which holds nearly 
80,000 

During the day Mr Packer’s 
West Indians did enough to show 
that they are a more formidable 
combination than when they were 
beaten 5-1 in Australia two years 
ago. Alter Gary Sobers had spun 
the coin Lloyd put Australia in to 
bat and they recovered from 73 foi- 
six at lunch before being bowled 
out for 256. By the close the West 
Indian XI had reached 47 for two 
in reply 

But somehow this was not a day 
when the cricket mattered 




was high enough. After all the 
words which have come from the 
Packer organisation prophesying, 
even guaranteeing, success, it 
was the commercial aspect which 
was unavoidably the most 
interesting and the most 
depressing or satisfying 
according to taste. The first 
innovation one noticed this 
morning—there would have been 
no way of avoiding it—was two , 
huge emblems about 15 yards by j 
five painted on the grass midway 
between the straight boundaries 
and the wickets at each end of the 
ground 

At first they looked like some 
new-fangled base from which 
athletes throw the dtsus or 
javehn. It then transpired that 
they were giant reprcxluctions of 
the World Senes Cricket emblem 
of three blackstumps with a large 
red ball where the bails would be. 
They were hideous on the gri^n 
outfield and may be an indication 
of the type of commercial devices 
which this type of cricket will 
produce 

There was then a glossy-backed 
magazine to hail the ‘Super Test' 
with a brashly self-confident 
essay by Kei ry Packer himself at 
the start and then some lionoyed 
words by Riehie Benaud before 
photographs ol all the 
‘Superstars' Ijawrence Kowo is 
described as Wayne Daniel and 
vice versa and it is a 
hastily-prepared brochui’e After 
the cer-emony oi Sir Garfield 
Sobers tossing the coin (and one 
cannot but wonder if it is for this 
arduous task alone that Mr 
Packer has bought his services), 
the cricket began, and soon Mr. 
Packer was watching keenly 
beside Sir Henry Winncke. the 
Governor of Victoria, whose 
‘presence admitted tacit vice-regal 
^.pproval. alttiough his 
appointments prevented his 
watching after lunch as well 

Meanwhile the television 
cameras were doing their best in 
conjunction with Messrs Benaud. 
Trueman and Rosenwater 
although the empty stands can 
only have been an 
embarrassment, while the buried 
microphones gave out thumping 
feet and muffled Australian and 


...the buried 
microphones gave out 
thumping feet and 
muffled Australian and 
West Indian grunts, in 
the third over one of the 
sight-screens blew over 
and there were not 
enough people for it even 
to raise a laugh. Later on 
schoolchildren wearing 
'World Series’ T-shirts 
were endlessly 
photographed by 
Packer’s television 
people—good PR stuff 


West Indian grunts In the third 
over one of the sight-screens blew 
over and there were not enough 
people for it even to raise a laugh 
Later on a group of schoolchildren 
wearing ‘World Series’ T-shirts 
were endlessly photographed by 
Mr Packer’s television 
people—good PR stuff. 

At last, the cricket, which 
inevitably suffered as a spectacle 
as a result of the desperately poor 
crowd, began The West Indian 
fast bowlers were pretty hostile on 
a slow pitch and after Roberts had 
McCoskei’ caught at third slip 
when he played back to the second 
ball of the morning. Holding 
quickly went thraugh the middle 
order 

Davis chopped a short one on to 
his stumps, Greg Chappell could 
only fend a nasty lifter into the 
slips and Hookes, beaten for pace, 
had his off-sturnp knocked out 
Aftei- one or two defiant hooks, 

Ian Chappell then turned Holding 
baf.;kward short leg and in what is, 
for him, the classical style. 

Walters pushed a lifter to gully 
While this was happening Bedi. 
Prasanna and Chandrasekhar had 
the official Australian side in a 
terrible tangle up at Brisbane and 
there were a fair number of 
transistors round the ground 
picking up that game, where 
them were 8.147 spectators 

At lunch. Marsh Bright, who is 
a much improved cricketer. Lillee 
and Walker played some good 
strokes and in the end the 
Australians were taken to relative 
respectability In the evening 
Fredericks and Greenidge began 
to cut and hook in their best West 
Indian fashion They scored 21m 
the* fii’st two overs, from Lillee and 
Pascoe, and the sparse crowd did 
their best to chant Lillee. Lillee.’ 
Six hundred people m this vast 
ground could only manage a 
pretty hollow noise and their vain 
efforts just about summed up the 
day 

lVSCAustraJmns2Stl(H J. Brig-ht 
60. M A Holdinf^ 4 for 60 and 192 
(D W Hookes 63. A.M E Roberts 
4 fur 52 \ WSC West Indians 214 
(I V A Richards 79) and 237 for 7 
(Richards 56). WSC West Indums 
won by three wickets 
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J OHN aiBDON IS a 
real live person A 
writer mid a Lord’s 
*!ftivemer, he lives m 
Snsland. For him, 
oriolmt is as English as 
roaet beef, bub permanent 
< as poverty and as unpre* 
dictable as present 
Anghoan theology He 
claims it 18 his second 
religion and genuflects 
when passing tlie MCC. 
hows his head to tVisden 
and pines during the 
winter months We oan 
safely surmise that he is 
the sort of gentleman 
who delights m sitting 
at Lord’s on an English 
Sunday, watching 
Trumper and sipping 
tea We may also sur¬ 
mise that Mr Ebdon does 
not much care for a cer- 
tain Mister Kerry 
Packer 

The times, they are 
a'changing 
Ray Moss Is a fictional 
character A labouinpr, 

I he is a life member of the 
Sydney Hill Yobbos 
and—in case you haven't 
guessed already—he 
I livra in Australia For 
him. cricket is as Au¬ 
stralian as Toohey's la¬ 
ger, as permanent as 
coloured clotliing and as 
unpredictable as Tony 
Oreig’s pitch readings 
He claims cnckbt is his 
primary religion, and 
, nods (he doesn’t know 
what genuflect means) 
as he passes the CJhannel 
Nine building, bows to 
thd Benson and Hedges 
Yearbook and watches 
ru(t^y in the winter We 
can Safely surmise that 
he is the sort of guy who 
revets m sitting at the 
SCO. surrounded by 
empty beer cans (full 
oiaes would be preferable 
.obviously) on a summer 
night, singing “C'mon 
Aussie. C'mon*’ while 
I)exuiid Lillee kicks an 
pt We mky also 
tlti^ he loves a 



certain Mister Kerry 
Packer 

Both gentlemen with 
their respective teams 
met in Madagascar, a 
neutral venue for the 
Test of a lifetime. One 
team comprised the 
game’s traditionalists, 
the other, members of 
Packer's pernicious cir¬ 
cus Moss flew in, while 
Ebdon—naturally, old 
chap—came by ship 

Arguments about 
playing conditions be¬ 
gan immediately be¬ 
tween both gentlemen 
and so a compcomise 
had to be made on 
almost every factor The 
ball was half red and 
half white, the com¬ 
mentary team compris¬ 
ed John A>*iott and 
Richie Benaud <only 
two floodlights were 
permitted playois 
(ftiuld choose which half 
of their clothing would 
be coloured (the other 
half was naturally 
white) the 30 yard cir¬ 
cle was painted only on 
one side of the wicket 

.the drinks trolley was 
brought on by a bikim- 
clad lass and a matron in 
starched white one 
umpire hailed from 
Yorkshire, the other 
from Mulhballagh And 
since no one could de¬ 
cide whether to play a 



flve-day Test or a one- 
day international, they 
agreed on a 90-over 
game. 

The match was sche¬ 
duled to start at 4 am but 
was delayed as captain 
Jack Hobbs said that his 
star batsmaui. one W Q 
Grace was returning im- 
mediately after he 
finished filming his 
commercial for Gillette 
blades The match even¬ 
tually began with Len 
Pascoe whistling three 
consecutive bouncers 
past the now clean 
shaven Doctor’s head 

Denis Compton, notic¬ 
ing that the pitch was 
decidedly lively and that 
the opening bowlers 
wei-o even livelier, began 
A frantic search in the 
dressing room ior the 
helmet he swore he’d 
never wear Douglas 
Jardme. with only the 
slightest hint ol a mali¬ 
cious sneer, asked Crom¬ 
pton what ho was doing 
and received the sage 
answer “I’m just doing 
everything I can to pro¬ 
tect my Brylcreem con¬ 
tract which runs till the 
21st century” 

Dennis Lillee had a 
caught behind appeal 

“1 can't believe you are so 
British in your 
oourteousness” 



isr put his am 
the umpire’s 
oongratulatixi^ nith, itt 
an ekoelliKit 
Ian Qiappefl.^ |ai sum 
and spies, dhaitsd 
ly with the batsmem M 
twssn overs'and whs* 
cautioned—in this oass 
wrongly—fbr sledginig 
pointed out that he ha( 
only been indulging i; 
small talk. 

During the drinks in 
terval, l^lee ppured ou' 
a cold drink for Ski 
Pelham Wanler. who fel 
unconscious. LiUse an* 
Chappell revived hin 
gently and asked wha 
was wrong, was it th< 
heat aftectjixg him‘> “No 
no, dear Dennis." sait 
the Englishman in t 
quavering vOico, "It t 
just that I can't believi 
you are so British u 
your courteousness" 
Then Lillee fainted ahc 
when revived mumblec 
something about tha 
being the worst Insult o, 
his cricketing career 
Halfway through thi 
WSC innings with Ke 
pier Wessels and UavK 
Hookes looking good a 
102 (or two in reply U 
their opponents’ 300 foi 
seven, the two captmni 
(Lord Harris and lar 
Chappell) decided that 1 
was too hot to continue 
And besides, evei^yom 
was having such a goot 
time that they figurec 
cricket was the overal 
winner anyway 
And after the reve^rj 
was over (aocordi*^ U 
the MaefagasOM' Privsh 
Eye) Ebdon waa seen ir 
shorts and vest boarding 
a flfght to Sydney Raj 
Moos, smoking a pipe 
wearing a pinstripe sui 
and carrying an umbrel 
la (tightly finted) wai 
looking for .a .idiip tc 
London 








“Hello, what happened to 
that awful ache you had?” 



With improved Amrutanjan* A softer 
Amrutanjan easier to apply 

A smoother Amrutanjan easier to 
rub 

An improved Amrutanjan that 
relieves headaches, bodyaches, 
muscular pains and sprains faster 
than ever before' 

Improved 

AMRUTANJAN 

Brings back your smile-faster! 





LINT AS BAJ 57 2821 


Kawasaki-Bajaj KB 100. 

You can also ride it to work. 




Value for mon^ 
(or years 


Kawasaki-Bajaj KB 1-00. 

The toughest, raciest, safest motorcycle of them all. 

Japanese technology effectively adapted for Indian roads. 

The KB 100 is brought to you by Bajaj, India's premier 
two and three-wheeler company, and Kawasaki, the Japanese 
high technology giant. Kawasaki has nailedfiistory to its door 
by making the fastest motorcycle in the world. 

The KB 100 comes with the celebrated advantage of 
Bajaj's countrywide network of sales, service and spare parts 
dealers. At each centre, mechanics specially trained at the ^ 
factory ensure that your motorcycle is maintained in ■ 
prime condition. 

Ride the Kawasaki-Bajaj KB 100 and you'll 
appreciate why you just can't beat a Bajaj. 




Engineered to take more than you can give it. 


M 


Kawasaki-Bali 
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babanayakan lepuits 
finm Cuttack 



in it s I ailed t hr 
II ‘Ufl* 1 A ne 
tafPfci And only thosi 
lat ing diiM IS that ( ui 
oveitoiijtj become 
champions Fieq\ c iit 
crashes md.ucideuts 
have lieconu 
incieasinglv leguUi in 
Foi niula Oiu i ai inu 
But ait tlu diivt IS ■, if< I 
than i vr 1 heloip ’ 

I’t'ddei p 1* nil IcH k*- ii 
the 1 isk and salt Iv 
aspect ul niotni racing 












MAILBAG 


A Sports 
Universily 

THOUSANDS if not millions of 
Indians ai'e looking' forward to the 
dav whon oni Government shall 
formally give the go-ahead for the 
setting upot a National Sports 
Univeisity undci which shall 
function Colleges and Schcxils all 
offering similar modes of 
insliuclion syllabus degrees and 
course ter ms promising the youth 
a bright and an exciting cai’eer 

In most schcxils and c-olleges 
tcxlav there dcx>s not exist the 
basic fiuihties for sports let alone 
a spoi'ts GUI riculum I have had 
the rare pi ivilcge of successfully 
outlining a c'omplete sports 
progiamme fiom the 
kindergarten class upto class ten 
level at the Calcutta International 
Scluxjl 18 Lee Road (CIS) which 
perhaps may be the first schcxil to 
venture full scale into sports 
offering the same as a compulsory 
sufi|e('t pi ogrc'ss reports are 
maintained lor eac h and every 
student and then performanc-e is 
t losi’ly nionitoi ed 1 take this 
opportunity in inviting other 
sc hcMils to adopt the cui riculai 
that CIS oilers to its students and 
scH* loi themselves how well it fits 
into their overall curriculum 

At CIS we see that thei e is a 
lapid glowing ol gieat team 
spu it c oui tf'sy and civic sense 
that desii e to help a.collegue who 
IS clown etc And biSheve it or not. 
dcadc'mic gi ad<>s tcvi are showing 
an upswing Theie is hardly any 
student now who lei-ls that 
sc-hcK)l IS a total boi v and a waste 
of time 

Would it not bo gcxxl il those 
who excell in sjxirts are also 
allowed to gradu.ite fi om a Sports 
University rathei than let these 
line students and tutu re citizens 
drop out and hit the sti-eets as 
anti scx'ials lust bec’ause they 
tailed to get qualifying marks by a 
small percentage and what about 
them, who go kncx'king fiom one 
college dixir to another failing to 
secure admission |ust because 
they missed to get a first division'^ 

Yet. are we not also painfully 
aware how many thousands of 


parents deny their children from 
going full time into the world of 
sports just because they see no 
future for them, a national champ 
and thci’eafter what‘s breaking 
stones in a quary to ekk out a 
living'^ 

There are many more 
arguments in favour of the 
establishment of a Sports 
University none against (save 
those dating back from colonial 
times and for all practical 
purposes arc irrelevant in the 
present world) 

The Government might ask. 
who will run and manage the 
show and finance it‘> If the 
Government cannot the Private 
sector IS ready just awaiting the 
signal When will the go-ahead 
come*^ 

Should the Government wish to 
organise the show, it has ready an 
establishment m the National 
Institute ot Sports (NIS) which 
could be granted ♦hr mantle and 
responsibility of a full fledged 
Sports University empowered to 
take under its cloak all schcxils 
and colleges desiring to adopt and 
offer an exciting career opening to 
then students 
S KOCllER 
Calcutta. 


The Need Of The Hour 

EVERYBODY seems to be 
complaining about the sad state of 
Indian hcx’key but no one seems 
to be doing anything about it The 
most rec-ent proof of this was the 
resignation of the Indian Hockey 
Federation chief Di MAM 
Ramaswamy Appai-entlv he was 
frustrated and disgusted with the 
situation 

The first step towards solving 
the pixiblem should Ixj providing a 
do/.on synthetic turfs for our 
young players to get accustomed 
to the modern brand of hcxjkey It 
is pointless il we continue to let 
them play on our” g/iaas ka 
maidaiis around the country 

Another step in the right 
dircxjtion would be to give the 
game a lacehft This could bo done 
by paying greatei attention to the 
players and the sport While 
cricketers and cricket hog the 


headlines, the television 
programmes, the glamour and 
what have you. our hcxikey 
players are hardly noticed The 
attitude must chance otherwise no 
young sportsman is going to get 
attracted to this wonderful sport 

It would also be a gcxxl idea to 
use tehvision as a means of 
promoting the sport Some 
foreign stars or our very own 
Shahid and company could host a 
programme similar to the cricket 
based programmes that are aired 
This would create a 'hcxikey 
awakening’ 

KARAN KAPOOR, 

New Delhi 

interesting And True 

YOUR interview with Indian 
cricket captain Kapil Dev 
Spurtsworld 13-19th May) made 
very exciting reading It was a 
very balanc^ set of views that 
were voiced by Kapil Dev Though 
It IS true that the Indian press 
rarely fails to expose a sporting 
Icxiphole. it cannot be denied that 
our journalists tend to take things 
tcxi far They often forget to give 
our sportsmen the praise that 
they deserve 

It IS now time to get behind our 
sportsmen and give them all 
possible encouragement Our 
cricketers will need it now more 
than anyone else if they are to 
make an all-out effort to win the 
World Cup a second consecutive 
time 

SANTC^H CHOUWDHURY. 
Bhopal 

The Magnificence Of Miandad 

HERE are his scores m eight 
cxinsecutive one day international. 
78 and 79 against India at Nagpur 
and Jamshedpur, then at 
Sharjah- -74 against Australia, 60 
against England and 52 against 
India, and finally 113.71 not out 
and 68 That's Javed Miandad for 
you And what’s more, they have 
all been scored abroad This must 
surely be a world record Eight 
scores of above fifty one following 
the| other He must rate as one of 
the all-tune greats, and one of the 
greatest from Pakistan. 
EQBALNEZAMI, 

Bihar 
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££ ^ Y belated 

oongratula- 

I1FI I 

AW A g«n extend¬ 
ing my hand to ‘legen¬ 
dary’ paptain Ajit Wade- 
kar “It’s good to aee you 
doing public relations 
for the State Bank of 
India” 

Wadekar accepted my 
good wishes gracefully 
“That’s okay.” he said, 

“but don’t forget that my 
public relations sire only 
for the Bombay region 
Never for any other re- 
gion, particularly 
Delhi" 

“Is that so*^” I asked 
“Anyway it’s just like 
your attitude to Indian 
cricket Bombay or 
bust ” 

Wsulekar looked at me 
challengingly “So 
What‘S” he barked Any 
objections ’ 

“No, no I said hasti¬ 
ly “I only came here to 
discuss your recent in¬ 
terview with UNI where ! 
you had mentioned that 
you rated Kapil i 

Dev the captain as lack¬ 
ing imagination 
“Quite tiue ' Wadekar said ‘What else do you 
want me to say*^ Of course I did not tell them the 
obvious A great captain is one who is elected on the 
casting vote of the chairman of the selection com¬ 
mittee with a grudge ” 

“Kapil has always been elected unanimously ” I 
pointed out 

“That’s one of his dtawbacks," Wadekar said ‘It 
fires the imagination when you are elected on the 
casting vote And don’t forget, it requires great 
imagination to lead a team that has b^n moulded 
over the years by some other captain You just reap 
the efforts sown by someone That’s captaincy with 
imagination, flair ” 

“Very enlightening views,” I said 
“I also said that Kapil does not involve himself in 
the matches.” Wadekar continued “A good captain 
should not only be a fluke captain, but must involve 
himself with the elements, I mean, the weather ' 
‘“rhat’s not very clear to me,” I said 
Wadekar sighed "Do you remember the famous 
1971 senes in England’’” he asked “But for the 
co-operation of the weather, w^ would have lust the 
first two Tests It poured anc( we saved our skin, 
then went on to win the final match at The Oval I 
was really involved with the i^eather, nor just the 
players ” 


i 
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“And you think Kapil 
does not do this’” I en¬ 
quired 

“Sure,” Wadekar said 
“In Australia during 
1985-86, his chances of 
victory were spoilt by 
rain It's a question of 
non-involveraent with 
the weather ” 

“But how does one 
learn to have involve¬ 
ment with the ele¬ 
ments’” I asked 

“You could have 
taught Kapil ” 
Wadekar looked cun¬ 
ning “And let him win 
Test matches’” he 
sneered “I am bidding 
my time When Veng 
sarkar or Shastn ot 
some other Bombay 
player gets his nghtiul 
due as India’s captain 
then, perhaps I'll teach 
him this secret " 

“Or remember the 
Summer of 48 ” Wade¬ 
kar went on “In that 
particular match when 
my teammates failed, I 
failed with them Thais 
involvement But this 
Kapil' Quite often he 
succeed when the rest of 
the team fails How can he be a good skipper’’ 

‘ The earlier they dump him, the better for Indian 
cricket ” I said ‘ You were ailso right to criticise the 
excessive reliance on Madan Lai and Binny and the 
studied negl^t of Raju Kulkarm ” 

Good you reminded me of this.” Wadekar ex¬ 
ploded ‘I agree that Madan and Binny have been 
responsible for some ot our successes But Kulkarm 
IS our hope for the future He could run through any 
batting ” 

“Do you think so’” I asked rather doubtfully "So 
far. he has not been all that succ'essful " 

“That's because Kapil does not know to handle 
him,” snapped Wadekar “Raju is simply unique he 
must be the only Test bowler who falls flat while 
bowhng or ni his follow-through This could have a 
devastating impact on the opponents' batsmen 
‘How’’’ I asked 

“They will be laughing so much that they'd lose 
their concentration and get out,” explained Wade¬ 
kar “Or the impact of Kulkarm’s falling body could 
leave distinct marks on the pitch which can be 
exploited by our spinners If Kapil gives Haju 85 
overs to bowl, he’d fall down at least 40 times, and 
the match will be in our hands ” 

“It’s a pity we can't persuade you to comeback as 
captain,” I finished 



PAKISTAN IN ENGLAND 


THE BEST BALANCED 
TEAM IN THEWORLD 


Trevor Bailey assesses England’s one-day side after 
watching them beat Pakistan in the Texaco Cup 



Mike Gatting; Has an enviable record as captain in the last six months in one>day internationals 




I P the World Cup took 
place tomorrow, 
England, jtist having 
beaten Pcdnstan by two 
games to one in the 
Texaco Cup as well 
winning three one-day 
International 
tournaments last 
winter, would start as 
favourites On paper 
England look to have the 
best balanced team in 
the world for this 
particular form of 
cricket it certainly did 
in Australia 
Firstly they have sue 
players all capable of 
producing that major 
mnings which so often 
decides the outcome of a 
one day game Although 
this claim was not borne 
out against Pakistan 
there is no denying the 
depth ol England s 
batting line up which 
was responsible tor a 
very close victory at 
Edgbaston 

Secondly their attack 
contains foul good 
seamers and John 
Emburey probably the 
most economical slow 
bowler around with 
Gooch and Galtmg 
available to provide 
additional covei if 
required 

Thirdly their fielding 
IS outstanding In 
addition they possess 
the confidence which 
comes from success and 
an esprit de corps which 
can be so vital when 
things are going badly 
and the game appears to 
be slipping away 
However there is a big 
difference between being 
favourites and actually 
carrying off a 
lumted-overs 
competition because the 
The England batting can 
always fall back on the 
elegant genius of David 
Gower (right) should 
something go wrong 
early on 





utmxpeuied ia always 
I liable to occur in the 
one-day g'ame. A perfect 
I example was provided 
I by India's triumph in the 
j last World Cup while 
I Iforkshire. with 
; arguably the weakest 
] side in their history. 

I finished top of the John 
j Player League the same 
j year. Again, with all the 
, main batsmen back in 
j the pavilion and the 
' overs ticking away, 
nobody really expected 
. De Freitas and Foster to 
launch a devastating 
I assault on Imran and 
Akram and steal an 
. unexpected victory in 
the one-day 
• international with 9 
I wickets down in the last 
over 

' England won the first 
encounter easily despite 
a brilliant 113 by 
Miandad which enabled 
Pakistan to reach 232 on 
a lii'm. easy paced pitch 
at the Oval A sensible 
opening .stand of 76 
between Bixiad and 
Athey. in which the 
necessary run-tempo 
was maintained, put 
their team well on the 
way to victory After 
Gatting had retii’ed with 
. a sceptic toe. B road 
found another ideal 
partner Lamb and he 
took the score sweetly 
I along to 199 Although 
i both perished, their 
stand enabled England 
to cruise smoothly past 
the target foi‘ the loss of 
three wickets inthe 53rd 
over 

Having called 
correctly. Pakistan 
automatically put 
England in to bat in 
ovei-cast conditions at 
Trent Bi-idge. enabling 
their pace bowlers to 
move the bail, both in 
the air and olT the pitch. 
Despite^mran. Karaal, 
i Akii^ii and Mudassar 
, problems. 



Allan Lamb: Useful prop 


Texaco Trophy 


Oval 

' ^d£i0tan: 23Z for stx wfokets in 55 oings ^ 
(iitidassar Nazar 45; Javed Miandad 1 is,*' 
Fostto 2/36. 

England: 233 for three wickets in 53.1 overs 
(Chris Broad 98; A. Lamb 61; C. Athey 33) 
ivon hF 

SeooQd In'tsrnational—^Trent Bridge 
Ei^hawi: 157 all' out ha 51.6 overs (C> t^fokd 
52; Akram 2/13; Imran 2/31. fCahud- ' 

Tauseef '2/33). • 

Paldstan: 108 for 4 m 52 o^rsfJaved Miandad 
71 not out. Imran Khan 21). 

■Pa ki sta n won hy six yiokets.' ^ 

turd intBraattoiiua-Baghsstoa - 
Pakistan: 213 for nine in os ovQra (iiQaadeuI . 
68. liman 24 -not out. Raja 46, Malik 45);' ' 

England: J&14 for ine in 64.3 overa (Ds FrsitasA 
'38, Oatting 41. Botham 24. Mudassar 
England wma by one wicket * ’ ' Ji 


Broad hit a spirited half 
century. The rest of 
England’s batting 
however did not inspire 
confidence and in the 
51 St over the fined 
wicket fell for a total of 
only 157. Although by 
mid-afternoon runs had 
become much easier, 
England could still have 
made Pakistan struggle 
provided all their 
bowlers were at their 
best and Miandad, by fai 
the most accomplished 
player oneither side, 
went early. In the event 
Botham, at a little more 
than medium pace, 
strayed off line and 
Miandad conjured up a 
delectable 71 not out. 
The tourists won even 
more easily that their 
opponents had done 
inthe opening match. 

Apart from an unruly 
crowd and at times a 
violent section in the 
capacity crowd, who 
would have been moit* a 
home at a football than s 
cricket matcdi, the 
decider proved to be the 
ideal one-day game 
Although it had the 
perfect climax with 9 
wickets down and three 
balls to go inthe final 
over, what made it such 
an outstanding contest 
was the way fortune 
changed sides. 

Pakistan lost two 
wickets inthe first over 
and then Miandad and 
Kaja restored the 
balance. In the 
afternoon, with 
Miandad and Malek 
playing confidently at 
160 runs for 3, a total ol 
around 240 seemed 
probable. Until a great 
catch by Gower removed 
Miandad 

This was replaced by 
panic, several suicides 
and a scoreboard 
reading 178 for 9. 
England had wrestiid 
control 







TOMOUEMCHeEK 


T he other day an 
innocent floater hung 
m the air “Can you tell 
me dear, why you men 
always involve 
yourselves in others 
affairs*^” 

"Well," I reflected. “I 
thought that was the 
prerogative of women ” 
Discretion was never 
put to worse use as my 
good wife literally 
barked, “Cut those quips 
out, will you*^ I am being 
serious What's all the 
fracas about 
disagi-eements over the 
Glcnagles Agreement*?" 

‘Oh' That’s just a 
debate over 
interpretation ’ 

“What interpretation*? 
Don’t you people 
understand the 
provisions, the 
implications before you 
sign and agree*?” 

“Please keep quiet, ’ I 
tried to thunder 
“Why should I*? Isn't 
this a democracy ” 

‘*Sure, sure,’ I tried to 
reason, “But why do you 
get excited*? Those 
agreements have been 
arrived at by matured, 
responsible politicians ’ 
“Ah' No wonder 
Things have purposely 
been kept vague The 
politicians can make a 
mess of the simplest of 
issues,” she 
philosophized 
“What do you mean*?’’ I 
countered 

*‘Why I meant exactly 
what I said Why are you 
people after South 
Africa*?” 

“Why*? My God' Don’t 
you even know the 
reprehensible apartheid 
that the South Afl-ican 
‘whites’ practise*?” 

“Ah' reprehensible*? I 
hke the word Suielywe 
are the paragons of 
virtue with our caste 
system, dowry and 
communal violence'" 
“Don’t conl'use 


Apartheid An d Sport 

The Truth 
In Innocence 


yourself, dear This is 
something entirely 
different It's an 
international cause we 
are fighting for " 

“Of course, of coui-se 
You are extremely short 
of causes in you own 
backyard You men are 
worse than women the 
way you poke you nose 
into others domestic 
affairs ” 

“You are getting 
unnecessarily agitated 
Our Constitution 
guarantees protection 
against the evils you 
mention But the South 
African government 
openly advocates 
apartheid ’ 

“Precisely so That’s 
the reason 1 sa.y that 
the.y are at least nut 
hypocrites They 
practise what they 
preach And here wo 
only have a whole lot of 
guarantees ’’ 

“That was below the 
belt,” 1 tried to calm her 
down, "Please forget the 
topic and let me get 
some sleep " 

“That’s the problem 
with us The moment we 


see some problem lacing 
us. we close our eyes 
But the minute someone 
el.se has a problem we 
rush in to add fuel to the 
lire 

‘What did we do about 
the virginity tests t he 
racial nuts and the 
White Ausi 1 alia policy*? 
Don t we exchange visits 
with England and 
Austi alia*? Don t we 
embrace the Pakistanis 
despite the rc'gular 
border .skirmishes*? 

I “Wc don’t raise our 

I voice about the dowry 
deatlis here We 
imprison the irmcK ent 
rape victims We lei 
people kill eai h othei on 
the basis of caste and 
communit y c onfliets 
“But when it comes to 
South Africa we 
suddenly become the 
champions of the 
down tiodden We talk 
and act in a mannei as it 
they are the only people 
guilty of disenmination 
In our counti y we still 
bend baekwai ds to fawn 
ufxir the white man we 
still give more 
importaiue to a third 



class academic dcgi ee 
from the West we still 
comically follow then 
way of life iii the most 
incongruous niannei 
imaginable 

‘And oh' yes, you talk 
of disenmination in 
South Africa*? How 
many of our harijans 
have made it to the Test 
side*?Orfoi that matter 
at any level of 
competitive(iicket*'' At 
least the South Afru.ins 
have Omni 1 letii y in 
then lankstoshut us 
up Here you would say 
that the hat i|ans aie not 
yet g<K)d enough then 
why can t tlie Smith 
I Africans say the same 
thing*? 

Exaspei .ited I said, 
“what do you juopnse we 
should do*’ 

I Pi ankly vi/c sli'^mld do 
iiothuigatall I''xc«>ptot 
I coui.sesend luvitiitioiis 
to dll the Boaids 
I inelufling theSouth 
I Afiiians In th.it wav 
Australia will taing 
I their Ix’st pla\ ei s like 
Hughes and Yallop 
England will do 
likewise We will see 
Kalhchaiian King 
1 Rowe t'lolt and Clai ke 
I IfFtichaids West 
Indians leiuse to Lome it 
I will tjt> thou loss But 
I JU.SI net'dle t hem bv 
asking Why do you 
play the South Af i leans 
in England? They 11 not 
be able to take that So 
thev 11 defy their Boaid 
and conn In othei 
words It will lie .i i eal 
World Cup 
' It the politicians 
make a hue and cry just 
ask them why tlu'y 
can t apply diplomatic 
and trade sanctions*? I 
personally see no leason 
why sportsmen should 
suffer on account of the 
politicians ' 

Nor could 1 as I laid 
back, fully coiivei tixf 

ll«}u Mukhar)ee 

. 
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^There’s A 
Wealth 

Of Unexplored 
Talent^ 

Tim Mayotte gives Paul Fein his views 
on American tennis 
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/ AT the last part of the interview 
Gordon Jorgensen gave his 
view on American tennis. In 
this part Jorgensen agrees to let 
Tim Mayotte answer a few 
questions on the decline of 
American tennis. 

“Gen tleman Tim ," one of the pro 
tour's most respected players, 
ranks No. 10 in the world and 
serves on the newly created USTA 
Player Development Committee, a 
“blue ribbon " panel of 23 
prominent players, past 
champions, coaches, media, 
technicians and USTA personnel. 

Mayotte’s opinions, while 
thought-provoking and 
important, do not necessarily 
represent those of the l^TA or the 
Player Development Committee 
which will present its conclusions 
and lecommendations in coming 
months. 

PAUL FEIN. Jack Kramer 
contends; “All tve develop anymore are 
kids good at winning the 12s and 14s 
(age groups) with funny grips andfunny 
strokes. AH our best talent gets locked 
into kids’ games. ” Welby Van Horn 
(1939 U.S. Nationals runnerup and 
famous teaching pro) agrees; “From 
coaches to students to parents, the 
evident criterion is ‘Win now!' Of 
course, with faulty fundamentals (grips 
and strokes far outside the key range of 
correctness), the price is paid later.’’Are 
they right? 

TIM MAYOTTE I don’t really 
agree with them. They’re 
evidently placing blame on 
Western grips and two-handed 
backhands—equating that with 
junior games that ai-e limited The 
Swedes have shown that those two 
styles are not limiting and can 
take players to the top. What is 
limiting the young kids is the 
pressure people are putting on 
them to win early—as opposed to 
their learning to hit big shots on 
big points. There’s nothing wrong 
with that style of play for the long 
run. Perhaps it's true that the 
serve and volley are being 
neglected in favour of back-court 
games so kids will win now. 

(Jimmy) Arias and (Aaron) 
Krickstein were never encouraged 


Gentleman Tim Mayotte who 
serves on the USTTA’s Player 
Development Committee 


to come into net when they open 
up the court. But the Swedes 
showed you can adapt that game 
to different (more all-around) 
playing styles and surfaces. 

(Mats) Wilander and (Ivan) Lendl 
learnt to do that. The best guys 
are the guys with the best 
groundstrokes. 

Gladys Heldman (a leading pioneer of 
women’s pro tennis) argues: "The 
richerthe junior players we gel, the 
more they gel sidetracked with all this 
extraneous stuff—jogging and physical 
fitness and special nutrition and getting 
it together with their guru—when the 
kids would be better off forgetting all 
that and just hitting the ball. ” Is that on 
target? 

It’s Ignorant, archaic thinking. 
She's closing her eyes to the facts. 

I can understand what she’s 
grasping at; kids are getting too 
sidetracked because of all the 
pressure, the money. To deny 
what Martina. Ivan and Boris 
have shown is a mistake. You have 
to take a comprehensive (training) 
approach to reach your potential. 
That means (lifting) weights to 
get stronger, good eating habits, 
playing other sports. These other 
things have been a tremendous 
help in my experience. I should 
have done all this at an earlier 
age. Becker used all the available 
knowledge and equipment at an 
early age, and that’s why he got so 
good so early. But you must have 
the right coach to find the right 
mix. Kids need the proper 
direction 

/ 

/ 

if 



John McEnroe (when nt) is as 
good an athlete you can find 





Chris Evert claims: “TheynroH- as 
better athletes in Europe. You know how 
Jimmy Connors and! were had 
models? HV never played other sports, 
and these kids today copy ns. It worked 
for us, but it isn 't ttpod ." h Chris right? 

Partially riffht Kids should 
play other sports to develop 
various athletic abilities. (Arthur) 
Ashe has said we don’t have our 
best athletes playing tennis I 
completely disagree. (Scott) Davis. 
(David) i^ate and (John) McEnroe 
are as good athletes as you’ll 
fjnd. Tenuis has extremely 
specific requirements for athletes 
Physically. I think if (basketball 
superstar) Michael Joixian played 
tennis, he wouldn’t necessarily be 
a gi’eat player. So much of tennis 
takes place waist lieight and 
below Basketball is such a 
vertical game. Mentally, tennis is 
the most draining of 40 sports; 
psychologist Jim Loehr did 


research on this for a study. The 
"Big 3" sports (baseball, football 
and basketbail) and team sports 
generally have tremendous appeal 
forll.S. youngsters. Tennis 
remains an elitist sport. Its talent 
pool may never get much greater. 
But we have a lot of good 
American athletes in tennis. 

L'.S. Davis Cup captain Tom Gorman 
asserts: “More and more, it's a power 
game, not a situational game. ” Is the 
I ’..S', producing players with the right 
winning style? 

Everyone is focusing on this 
“power game” thing. 1 don’t 
necessarily agree with that line of 
thinking except for grass (court 
tennis). It’s not an "either/or” 
thing Power players have 

Mikael Pernfors’ performance has 
proved that going to college for 
three years doesn’t mean you can’t 
be a champion 



situations too. They still need to 
hit the right shots at the right 
time. You can’t separate game 
style from the player. The right 
style is different for each player, 
(Yannick) Noah showed serving 
and volleying can work on clay. 
(Bjorn) Borg showed the western 
style can work on grass. So I don’t 
really agree with Gorman Guys 
are bigger today and are hitting 
the ball harder. People have 
always bucked convention and 
have haul it work. The history of 
tennis teaches this. To look for 
trends and current winning styles 
is misleading. A certain style is 
only pertinent as far as the guy 
executing it. I was saying to 
myself a few years ago that I must 
have a two-handed backhand 
because there were so many great 
two-handed backhands. But 
(one-handers) Lendl and Becker 
came along. Things change 
awfully quickly. (Miloslav) Mecir 
has one of the Mdest styles I’ve 
seen in years Yet he’s executing it 
to perfection. 

Former VST A President Randy 
Gregsott opined: “Please, don't make 
me sound anti-education, but a college 
player lends to get into a comfortable 
existence, and four years of tennis 
development are wasted. ” Do you accept 
that? 

It’s a difficult question One or 
two years of college tennis is not 
going to hurt anyone Four years 
is tough. You’re not improving as 
well as you can on the (pro) tour. 
On the other hand, take Mikael 
Pernforns who is doing well. He 
played a lot of great matches in 
college (ho was graduated from 
the University of Georgia) and 
improved tremendously. To say a 
player who goes to college for 
three or four years can’t become a 
champion isn’t necessarily true. 
I’m hoping to disprove that. 
College couldn’t have hurt Arias 
and Krickstein. You pla,y a lot of 
serve and volleyers. But they’d 
have to find the righi coaching 
there. There is a certain amount of 
variety m college life. You might 
as well take advantage of it. You 
do get distracted from the tennis 
though no question about it. After 
my senior year of high school, 1 
could have played the pro circuit, 
probably at least the Challenger 



Circuit. I would have reached this 
stage (world-ranked No. lOlafew 
years earlier if I had Bill Drake 
(his coach since 1984). used 
weights and had certain training 
techniques yoaxs earlier. 

Some experts argue that the US is 
making a terrible mistake by eliminating 
our clay court pm circuit and having 
nearly all our high schotd and college 
matches on hardcourts. They contend 
that all the rising European stars have a 
clay court background that insured 
sound groundstmkes, a knowledge of 
strategy, patience, stamina—assets that 
some young Americans lack. Do they 
have an important point? 

Clay courts should be stressed 
on the junior level and introduced 
in California California kids must 
be exposed to clay. But how do you 
bring clay to California‘s A lot of 
people there don't want clay or 
can’t afford to build clay courts. 


The fact there is no clay 
tournament at Boston and 
Conway and Indianapolis (in 
1988) is not that crucial except for 
the media carryover effect that 
clay gets. The backcourts game 
does need to be stressed more 
because hardcourts don’t reward 
excellent groundies (enough) 
until the pro level. My groundies 
improved considerably and I’ve 
done very little training on clay It 
gets back to the right kind of 
coaching. So we're not destined to 
have inferior groundstrokes here. 

Are blacks, particularly highly 
athletic and disadvantaged inner city 
blacks, our great untapped resources 
and perhaps the key to America’s tennis 
salvation and resurgence? 

I certainly think there’s a great 

Unlike the Yanks, Lendl has 
learnt how to adapt his game to 
different styles and surfaces 


wealth of talent there not explored 
at all. Tennis hasn't made any 
headway in the inner city. And I 
don't see it happening unless the 
government creates a large 
programme. Tennis in the inner 
city isn’t space efficient. A court is 
a hard thing to come by in New 
York City or Philadelphia or 
Detroit. And it’s unlikely to 
change. Tennis is basically an 
expensive sport. Something much 
larger than the USTA would have 
to get involved. If we had a Jim 
Smith (the highly successful 
founder and chairman of the 
predominantly black Sportsman’s 
Tennis Club in Boston) in every 
major city, maybe black stars 
would be developed. But we’d still 
have to help them develop past a 
certain point. They don't seem to 
make it to the national junior 
circuit. It's probably money 



O N a cooJ summer 
afternoon before a 
full Wembley house 
Coventry City, the 
outsiders, beat the 
overwhelming' 
favourites, Tottenham 
Hotspur, to take the 
i06th FA Cup, It had 
come to them after 104 
years of effort 
The whole occasion 
was theatre at its best: a 
8,upt^rb stage on which 
twenty-two men paraded 
their skills with passion 
and commitment; and an 
audience of 100,000. 
fi'om Royalty and the 
holder of the country’s 
highest political office, 
to simple John Citizen 
lucky enough to have 
got a ticket; all cheered 
and revelled in the 
spectacle. And come to 
think of it. Wembley 
provided an additional 
bonus: there was no 
script, hence the 
performers had to write 
their own. The 
possibilities were 
endless, the excitement 
never less than fever 
pitch 

Before our very eyes a 
miracle gradually took 
shape as the yeomen of 
Coventry discovered the 
sort of virtuosity in 
themselves which not 
even they believed had 
existed before the start 
of the game. Propelled 
by the dream that had 
brought them to 
Wembley, they were not 
prepared to die as Spurs 
scored within two 
minutes of the start and 
carried off a 2-1 lead at 
the interval 
Conventry grew in 
stature until in 
extra-time, it was they, 
not Spurs with their 10 
internationals, who 
looked lords of the 
manor. The 

transformation was part 
of the afternoon’s magic. 
Spurs,Ip I had 


8 
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A Dream 
Comes True 

Rank outsiders Coventry 
City beat favourites 
Tottenham Hotspur to win 
the FA Cup after 104 
years of effort. 
Premen Addy was there 



i-emarked, took the lead 
after two minutes with 
the crowd barely warm 
in their seats. Chris 
Waddle, a thoroughbred 
winger, spreadeagled 
Coventry’s defence with 
a glorious run down the 
right, which ended in a 
perfect cross. Clive 
Allen, the season’s 
highest scorer of 48 
goals, leapt clear of hie 
marker with a glancing 
header of near 
immaculate conception 
and execution to put his 
side ahead and bring his 
tally to 49. 

Class appeared to tell. 
The S^urs midfield of 
Glenn Hoddle, the 
Argentinian Ossie 
Ardiles, Mitchell 
Thomas, Paul Allen and 
Gary Mabbutt were 
strolling around as if 
they owned the park, 
caressing the ball from 
boot to boot as they 
teasingly probed for a 
second lethal opening. 
Another successful 
break at this stage 
would have clearly put 
the match beyond 
Coventry’s grasp. 

But sporting 
encounters have their 
key moments; in this 
instance it came in the 
ninth minute when Dave 
Bennett with pantherish 
reflexes fastened onto a 
ball that had just eluded 
Ray Clemence’s 
despairing grab, kept 
his nerve as he rounded 
him and unerringly 
found the corner of the 
Spurs net. It was a 
marvellous flash of 
opportunism. Lesser 
men may have been 
undone by excitement 
and shot prematurely or 
fractionally delayed 
shooting and missed 
their chance. 

Cyrille Regis has found 
a new lease of life 
with Coventry 
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Bennett was clearly 
not one of these lesser 
men, but a hero who 
grew larger every 
minute But it was Spurs 
who mocked Coventry’s 
well deserved equaliser 
when a Hoddle long ball 
from the right 
entangled keeper 
Ogrizovic in a web of 
dreadful uncertainty as 
he moved forward only 
to be stranded as the ball 
hit Kilchne's heel, as he 
and Mabbutt went for it 
. and trickled over the 
I line 

Mabbutt naturally 
I claimc'd the goal His 
I preseiic e and pi essui c 
^ had made a noteworthy 
('ontnbnticm but the 
linal touch alas was 
Ktichne s An own goal 
it was and lioni the' 
captain too 

Was t he match ovei ^ I 

Notonvoin life In the ' 

63rd mi'iuto Hennett I 

CTOsscxi Ijt'autilully ti orn | 
the light ioi Hom hen to 
make a i iinning leap 
and niei*t the ball with a 
nod ()11 h< pui est jxieti y | 
and again bung l 

t’ovcntiy hac k on level 
teims II Aik n s hi'adei ' 
eai he 1 III the game was | 
close to iniiiuK ulate 
I Hone hen s was total 
perleetion 

With the end ot i 

noi mal time the sides , 
were3-2 Kxtia time 
would bt' a test of ' 

stamina and heai t The 
game swung trom one 
goal to anothei as it had 
allafteinrxm Then 
Covent I y s defendei 
Lloyd MeOiath 
suddenly broke ti ee on 
the right and went 
surging ahead Mabbutt 
kept him company 
stride for stride 
McGi ath ei ossed 
Mabbutt stuck his hxjt 
out to intercept the ball | 
hit his knee and then 
lobbed mockingly ovei 
the leaping Clemence 


caught in no-man's 
land, as he arched 
backwards to try and Up 
it over the bar Coventry 
3 Tottenham 2 The 
unthinkable had 
happened The outsiders 
had come twice from 
behind to take the lead 
m the critical moments 

Spurs put everything 
into attack but Coventry 
held firm Indeed, they 
could well have scored 
again as the diminutive 
Micky Gynn was put 
through but having 
rounded Ciomence, he 
St uck to the ball a second 
too long and the former 
English international 
goalkeeper made a 
magnificent retrieving 
save 

Coventiy had achieved 
the impossible Under 
the twin management of 
JohnSillett their coach, 
and George Curtis, both 
former Coventry 
players, the club have 
undergone what can 
only be described as a 
renaissance For most of 
the last twenty years. 
Coventry have simply 
struggled to stay m the 
First Division ^ason 
after season they fought 
relegation Now they 
have tested true success 
They have an excellent 
squad on which to build 
for the future Their 
striker Cyrille Regis has 
token a new lease ot life 
since joining them and 
the 21-year-old 
McGrath, also Black, 
proved his potential by 
blotting out Iloddle for 
long periods 

Huddle, who has had 
only one club. 
Tottenham Hotspur, 
was makii g his final 
appearance m Spurs’ 


Hoddle at 89 must now 
look for honours else¬ 
where. He is finished 
with Spurs 


colours At 29 he wishes 
to try elsewhere for fame 
and fortune and the 
rumour is that some 
German clubs will be 
prepared to spend one 
and quarter million 
pounds foi his services 
next year 

Ardiles is nearing the 


end of his great cai eei 
He has been given 
anotlier year s oonti act 
but Bob Pleat, tiie Spin s 
manager, must set his 
mind to a measui e of 
rebuilding as some of 
his ageing stars begin | 

bowing out That 
includes Ray Clemence 

s ^ 





Nem NATIONAL 


0 ' LD wtnc III new bottles would 
aptly sum up the two day 
Radiant Maatei s Athletic 
meet the fust leg-of the two 
tipi qualifying ti lals loi the Asian 
rneit in SiiiRapoie from July 
2-2-26 Thesponsois weienew 
(the Ucidiant Spoits Mauagement 
gioiipstt upin Febiudiy 1986) 
The incentive to excel was 
pit nt ilul a ti ip to the Asian 1 rack 
and P leld meet in Singapore and 
atti active pi i/os foi tlie winners 
The end r esult was however the 
same The usual bungling and 
< outusion ovi r qualifying 
standciids 

F xc ept for the trio of lassos ti om 
Keiala the inevitable P T Usha 
Shiny Abiahani and M D 
Valsamma and the lapidly 
iiupioving VandanaShanbagh 
none of the othci s have met the 
qualifying sUndards set by the 
govts ninent for th< Asian meet in 
Singapoie 

1 he qualifying mai ks wei e not 
tcxi sti ingenf The Union Sports 
mnnsti V dec ided that 
pel for malices equivalent to Ihii d 
position at the 1986 Seoul Asiad 
would be t onsidt i ed as the 
qualifying mark foi tht Asian 
meet Seveial AAl* I officials weie 
unhappv at such a blanket r ule 
Then contention was that in 
cot tain t vents like the 100 metres 
(oi men pei lot nianc eat Seoul 
was near woi Id c lass For instance 
in thi mni s 1OO met I es Chen 
Zheng of ('Inna won the bronae 
medal at tin Seoul Asiad with a 
timing (elec tionic not manual 
timing)of 10 17secs As no 
Indian spi intc*i at piescnt has the 
potential ol achieving such a 
timing il theiigid rule of third 
f lac e at Seoul is ac 11 ptcxl as a 
cfualitving maik then no 
spi nitei in India w ill evei gc t any 
f xpisut e N Rann Reddy ol the 
Railways c onfn inixl Ins status as 
the fastest man of India with a 
timing of 10 52 sets good by 
Indian standaids even though 
the tunings weie manually 
locoidcxl So qualifying was 
1 educed to a mathemalical game 
National coach Vidva bagai and 


Radiant Masters Athletics 

No NatumI 
Selection 

Consistency does not find any 
place when it comes to selecting 
athletes to represent Indian in 
internationa meets. Novy 
Kapadia pieces together the 
qualifying problems during the 
New Delhi meet 




r 
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Vftndaiw Shanbagh's 
improv«ment has been one of the 
saidng traces of the season so far 
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ex-Olympian cum-coach Sriram 
Sinfirh felt that it would have been 
better to have set qualifyinf? 
marks, based on the potential of 
Indian athletes and the likely 
performance of medal winners at 
the international meet in 
question. Such an evaluation 
yardstick, they felt would have 
l^iven Indian athletes a more 
realistic chance of qualifying for 
Singapore than the rigid barrier 
of third place at the Seoul Asiad. 
They base their argument, on the 
known premise, that the athletics 
powers of Aisa. China. Japan and 
South Korea, treat that Asian 
athletic meet as a secondary 
competition and do not send their 
best competitors as they do in the 
Asiad. 

India have twice been 
champions of the men's section 
and in 1985 were champions of 
the women's section. So the 
coaches feel that the Asian meet at 
Singapore, is the ideal place for 
grooming potential stars After 
all. at the 1985 meet at Jakarta, 
hammer-throw expert, the burly 
R.S. Bal and bearded Bagicha 
Singh in the 1.500 metres, pulled 
off upsets to win the gold medals 
in their respective events 

At the Radiant Masters meet. 

R.S Bal of the Police, in spite of a 
strained back won the event in 
55.86 metres This was way below 
the qualifying mark of 66 28 
metres However, as the articulate 
R.S. Bal said “it is six weeks 
before the Asian meet and my 
back could improve and I am sure 
I could throw much better 
distances. At the Seoul Asiad. 1 
finished fourth, hurling the 
hammer to a distance of 61 58 
metres. I am capable of doing even 
better than 61 ■. 58 metres and 
could win a medal at Singapore." 

R.S. Bal’s case, vindicates the 
contention of the coaches that 
India could secure more medals, if 
the qualifying standards were 
more flexible and realistically 
appraised. Another case to justify 
this contention of lowering 
qualifying standards is the case of 
the men's discuss and shot put. In 
the discuss throw. Manjit Singh 
bi-oiuse medallist at the Seoul 
Asiad with a distance of 52.80 
metres.managed only 52.12 


me'res at the Radiant Masters 
meet. Kamalpreet Singh, fifth at 
the Seoul Games with a distance of 
51.58 metres, managd 51 76 
metres at Delhi. So both the 
discuss throwers are capable of 
improving As Weman Ij. gold 


Hammer thrower R.S. Bal won the j 
gold at the last Asian meet but 
strangely enough might not { 

defend his title i 
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Radiant Glow 


R adian*!'S ports’" 

MauapteTnent, »et up in 
Februaiy 1986 laaumquo 
sports promotion f^roup Then 
ftim IS to induf t prize money 
into negrlerted sporth and then 
sponsor the promising 
sportsmcu and women A 
spokesman ot the group, 
Aushim Khet) apal said We 
act as agents between the 
corporate sect or ami national 
sports federations Poi- 
instance. I persuaded Power 
And Nelco to sponsor the 
Radituit masters meet All the 
Uasonwork was done my 
group the athlett‘8 got then 
prises (kitbags, sweaters and 
ttrAok-SUits) and the expenses ot 
all otticiale were met by us We 
provided Nolcoand Powei 
publkmty and exposure as all 
1 advertising rights m the 
aitigiiuiif} was ours Our aim is to 
pris»tebetter bssou between the 

-Us- 


corporate sectdr and leaser 
publicised sports like athletics 
and table tennis Nelco and 
Power have agreed to sponsor a 
grand pnx circuit in India with 
rich prize money for the 
athletes The grand pnx circuit 
will be over three legs and will 
be conducted in different cities 
m India ' 

As pacb of their plan to 
encourage talented athletes the 
Hsdiant group provided a 
year’s insurance cover to four 
athletes S Pitchiah winner of 
the 3,000 metres steeplechaser 
and Shiny Verghose winner of 
the women’s Javelin throw 
wore insured for Rs 1 lakh 
each Sarnam Smgh of U P. 
winner of the men's javelm 
throw and pole vaulter Vijay 
Pal Singh wore insured for Rs 
60 000 each 

NK 


The qualifying time for the 
3,OOOm laid down by the 
government is her own mark. Yet, 
Suman Rawat has not got a ticket 
to Singapore yet 


mcilallist from China and Yuko 
Macda ul .Japan silvoi medallist 
aic unlikely to pai ticipalc there 
IS a ‘ 1 1 oiig case to send both 
rlisciib> throwoi s toSingapoie 

laketheiahiMjf the non men of 
India tliesliot piittei s who have 
always, sei med medals in the 
Asian meet Burlv HaJwindei 
Singh got a gold imxial at Jak.it ta 
in lOH*! At the Seoul As.ad 
B.ilwindei hnished filth with a 
heavt'of 17 ^7 metics At I)< tin 
Balwindei .Singh won with a 
dtJaiiteol 17 H meties 
I’loinisiiig vtningst(‘i kfb.il Singh 
ol Hihai I .ime s« < (.nd with a 
distanci ol 17 loini'ties Pfith 
shot pul U 1 s roll Id also lx net it 
f 1 om exposui e at .Singa jioi i 

.Sum ni Baw at l)ion/t iiuiidtisl 
intlie 1 (JOdnietits d tlif KixmiI 
Asiad IS anothi i .illiletf with 
youtli and pot» ntial on hei suti 
nnssi d Ini tjualiUnig m n k .it tlie 
me (t 

Nai lating tlu stoi V Snm in 
s.nd I enti it'd leu Iwoe vi'iits ni 
Delhi tliel SOo me ti i s and 1 eMM) 
nieties 1 kne w I liavt liltli'e li.nie e 
of cjii.ilif v mg loi the 1 MIO me ties 
so 1 font entiate d on tlie l (K)0 
me tie's and hoix'd to.ittani inv 
1)1 on/e me dal jici loi ma*it e e)l 
‘i 1 1 70 llowi’vii tilt sultiv 
(lim.ite and he at in I le Itii and 
bhstci s on my lee f pi t vt: nte el me 
lieim achieving a gixid timing 1 
won with a txK)i timing of 
tool As i had bee n 
e one eiiliating on the t itiss 
counti V lat (pai tu i pal nig in 
woi Id ehampionships in Wai saw 1 
1 had not done* mui h spce'cl wen k 
but ] nn ( ap.ibleeit deiing iH'ttei 
withstiffei ceiinpetition and 
when the bhslei son niy li'et 
improve 

The Lnateifaon Suman s, lex't aie 
unhkclv to go bv tlie time of the 
Hallways maste'i s meet on June 5 
and 6 and Suman mav miss the 
Asian meet That would be 
disastnoiis foi this lighting 
i unnei 










T hen there is the case of S 
Murah. the most promismB; 
Indian triple juiAper of thp last 
decade The lean. Hearded' 

19-year-old Murali, who hit the 
headlines with his fine,lumping at 
the Railways meet earlier this 
year was in great form A protege 
of coach A.K Kutty (Valsamma s 
mentor), he cleared 15 metres on 
all his six tries His best leap was 
15.75 metres, a mere centimetre 
less than the qualifying mark of 
15.76 metres. For sheer 
consistency. Murali’s sequence 
was remarkable, 15 38 metres. 
15.56 metres, 15.63 metres. 15 38 
metres 15.75 metres and 15 48 
metres. If Murali misses the 
qualifying mark at the Railways 
Masters meet, it would be a 
travesty of justice not to send this 
teenaged triple jump prodigy for 
international exposure. 

The most exhilirating sight of 
the Radiant Masters meet was the 
100 metres triumph of Ashwini 
Nachappa. The talented, petite 
sprinter from Karnataka flew off 
the blocks in a breakaway start 
and was a winner over arch-rival 
Sany Joseph of FCI by more than 
two strides. Winner of the 100 


Balwinder Singh (left) and 
Bagioha Singh are the reigning 
Asian champions in shot put and 
the iSOOm respectively, Will they 
be allowed to repeat their 
performances in Singapore next 
month? 

metres at the Mangalore Open, the 
short-statured Ashwini Nachappa 
clocked 11 77 .secs. The qualifying 
mark of 11.76 sees is well within 
her reach and that of the lank.y 
and leggy Sany Joseph another 
prodigy from Kerala 
A sad aspect of the Radiant 
masters was the usual ineptness 
of the officials on duty and the 
procrastination by the AAFI about 
decisions like qualifying marks. 
For instanc’e. although the photo 
finish camera was in operation the 
timings were manually recorded 
The AAFI plea was that nobody 
knew how to operate the 
electrenic timer.'Nat onal coach 
Vidya Sagar said that as the 
timings were manually recorded, 
necessary subtraction would be 
made in case a particular athlete 
was very close to the qualifying 
mark registered by the electronic 
watches at the Seoul Asiad! For 


23-year-old VandanaShanbagh. 
the Railway girl from Gumta in 
Karnataka but living in Sholapur. 
It was heartbreaking when she 
was told by some coaches and 
officials that she had not 
qualified Her timing in the 400 
metres was 53 71 metres. The 
qualifying mark was 53.76 
metres However, the handtiming 
concreted to equivalent of 
electronic would be 0.12 sef,-onds 
more, that is 53 83 secs. Young 
VaudanaShanbgah was in tears 
when she was told this. However. 
AAFI Secretary V.K. Verma 
assured her and M.D Valsamma 
that their qualifying timings 
would be accepted even though 
manually recorded. How this 
would be done. Verma did not 
explain. 

It would be better if the AAFI 
and the sports ministr.y sort out 
qualifying marks and other 
related problems, before trial 
meets, instead of subjecting 
athletes to so much suspense. 
Otherwise, it would have been 
advisable to conduct the trial 
meets slightly later. After all 
there were still six weeks to go 
before the Singapore meet. 
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VIEWPOINT 


Federation Cup review 

Someone has to act fast 
before the boat sinks 


Y et another Federation Cup 
football championship is 
over The 11th edition of the 
tournament which concluded 
recently in Cuttack has revealed a 
stunning fact The future of 
Indian football will ever remain in 
the hands of tiied veterans rather 
than youngsters 
The 17-day meet failed to throw 
up talent in abandunoe The Big 
three of Calcutta, Mohun Bagan, 
East Bengal and Mohammedan 
Sporting, relying more on 
battle-scarred ageing players in 
vital areas of the game, have also 
learnt that their days of 
dominance in Indian football is 
nearing 


There were a few youngsters 
who impressed the football buffs 
at the championship As a team 
Salgaocar had made great 
progress and justified this by 
entering the final only to lose to 
the holders Mohun Bagan 

The two Cioa outfits Salgaocar 
SC and Dempo SC, had fielded a 
couple of youngsters with a lot of 
promise Salgaocar had Savio 
Mcdeira, a former jumor 
international who donned the 
senior India colours in the last 
Nehru Gold Cup, and Sarto 
Baptista, a strapping forward but 
not very new to the national 
scene 

Otherwise the team relied more 


on veterans UkeBrahmahanda 
Sankhwalkar In the g^oal, Norbert 
Gonsalves in the defence and 
Ignatius Dias in the attacking 
line Unknown Manano Diaa was 
another to impress Anghtbaok 
Marisuio is tall, good in the air and 
a tough tackier on the ground. 

His incursions on the right flank 
did help his team's attack gain 
immense bite His measured 
centres and snap shots had caused 
much worry to the rival teams 

Dempo SC, tlie holders of Rovers 
Cup who had beaten Mohun 
Bagan in the final last year, had 
two very promising youngsters m 
Thomas Khusboo and Johny 
Arauzo Both former junior 
internationals have showed 
enough promise in the games they 
played 

Otherwise, the rest of the team 
members are old and veteran 
players who failed to deliver the 
goods Yet, f he team management 

Mani and his teammates with the 
Federation Cup 
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IB persisting with them 

Same is the case of the Big Three 
of Calcutta Mohun Bagan had 
only one outstanding player in 
Amit Bhadra among newcomers 
Bhadra is certainly good material 
for the national team He 
combined well with veteran 
stopper Subrata Bhattacharya m 
fashioning his team s title win 

Satyajit Cliatterjee is another 
player who has come a long way 
With Babu Mam and Sisir Ghosh 
the two who have already played 
for the country, Mohun Hagan 
won the Fedeiation Cup with old 
players 

Pradip TaJukdar was the lone 
player to impress m the 
Mohammedan Sporting team The 
highly talked about P 
V:^ayakumar failed to attract 
attention with his poor display 

What oould be the reason for 
such a dreadful decline m Bengal 
football Broadly It could be 
termed as the Big Three's 


Mohun Bagan players, officials 
and supporters with the 
Federation Cup 

intention to win as many trophies 
as possible rathei than to develop 
home bred talent with the future 
in mind The Big Three have not 
given any thought to developing 
its own set of players from the 
promising junior and sub junior 
stage It has been relying on 
finished products to iorm a team 
And so fax this method if one is 
allowed to say hasfaalea 
That the teams from Goa and 
Pupjab are fast catching up with 
the Calcutta teams is clear in this 
Federation Cup Once it was the 
Big Three who dominated the last 
four stage and one team from the 
rest of India used to occupy the 
fourth spot 

But for the last three years, 
Punjab State Electricity Board 
(PSEB) have been finding a befth 
in the semi-finals Salgaocarfoo 


made it to the last f om stage for 
the third time this year They 
entered the semis in 1985 but lust 
to Mohun Bagan in lie-breaker 
Last yeai too they lost to Mohun 
Bagan in the seims by a brace of 
goals and this year they lost to 
Mohun Bagan m the imal by two 
goals 

PSEB did not have many 
internationals like the Calcutta 
teams It has only one India player 
in Chat aiijit Singh and the rest 
were either newcomers or 
semi-veterans Ofcouise the 
team s contribution to the Indian 
football 18 the unletuiing of young 
right winger Harjeet Singh 

The ouster of East Bengal and 
Mohammedan Sporting m the 
league stage is a pointer for the 
power that be to take stock of the 
situation of Bengal football and 
take appropriate steps to rec*tify 
the defects Someone has to act 
fast before the boat sinks 
S. SabawiirakSn, Cuttack 
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Lead Divine Light 


Summer is here and the 
Bangalore races have 
begun. Cyrus J. Madan 
looks at the line up for the 
first Classic event, the 
Fillies Trial Stakes 
Bangalore Summer Season 


W ITH the 

Bangalore 
Summer now in 
full swing the 
stage If. set foi the first 
Classic of the new racing 
year 1987-88 with the 
Fillies Ti lal Stakes 
scheduled to be i un on 
Sunday 14th June 
Raiely has the Garden 
city seen so many top 
class performers of the 
fairer sex in lecent times 
and 1 dun t think that it 
would be all that far off 
tlie mark to suggest that 
the filly that wins the 
Bangaluio Fillies Trial 
will in all probability 
win the Dei by as well 
The duo that hold all 
the trumps in this first 
Classic aie owner Vijav 
Mallya and trainer 
Rashid Byiamji 
Between them they have 
Divine Light, Coi don 
Bleu Steelar Role and 
Nikita Quite a line up 
you might say and the 
bookmakers are laying 
odds about them 
finishing within the 
first three in th« Trial 
Hence the fact that one 
of them IS going to win 
appears to be a forgone 
conclusion 
Divine Light was 
originally owned by the 
South Indian Bai on Dr 
MAM Ramaswamy 
So. for that matter were 
Stellar Role and Cordon 
Bleu It was only after 
all three had shown 
their ificing piowess 
that M^ya made 
Ramaswamy an offer 
that he could not refuse 
and all the three were 
bought Whether It was 


Whoever xuuned Divine 
Idglit eoUld see into the 

flii^ 


a financially viable . 
proposition is a separate 
matter altogether but by 
buying them Mallya and 
schooler Ra&hid Byiamji 
have what must be one 
of the most imposing lot 
of three year -old 
horseflesh in the land 
It B unlikely that any 
filly that has not had a 
run as yet in Bangalore 
will be a startei in the 
Fillies Trial So not 
counting these three 
mentioned above the 
only other one who gave 
an avid demonstration 
of her class was the 
Daiashah trained Time 
And Place Kulai Gold 
of whom a lot is 
expected isrepoitedly 


under a cloud and t he 
coui sp 1 uinoui has it 
that she has a tendon 
The Bombay-based 
Consonance is yet to 
make an appearance 
Trainer Chenoy 
obviously has other 
plans for hei Nikita 
one of the three 
Bai.galore based fillies 
to be classified in (lass 
III does not look like she 
is being tuned foi the 
Trial and trainei 
Byiamp has chalked out 
a different plan for his 
got-abroad filly 

This in effect narrows 
the fillies down to a 
shoitlistof lour of 
whom the two with the 
most impressive 


credentials must surely 
be Divine Light and 
Cordon Bleu Of the 
lemaimng two namely 
Time and Place and 
Stellai Role the former 
just mig hi get the bettei 
of the lattoi to finish in 
the money 

Divine Light and 
Cordon Bleu are both by 
the* 111 st season sire 
Riyalu who hails from 
li eland Rated at 180 by 
Timelorm he stands at 
the Pcxmawalla Estates 
Stud and Agiicullutal 
Faim His sue Red God 
needs no intnxlui turn to 
the woi Id of bi e-eciing 
and IS himself by the 
legendai v Nasrullah 
The dam Ra vella 11 is a 
hall sister to Fci lino II 
also a sii of sues in his 
own 1 ighl 

Hence Hiyahiis 
excf ptioiially wf 11 bred 
and bred for speed 
whii h IS what Indian 
1 aring is all about 

Divine Light is out of a 
Fieiich dam named 
Charenzaccio She 
comes from a family of 
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L ester HoooTT to to 0tex^ 

Old Bailey later tJbls year accused of 
defrauding the Inland Revenue Of taxes 
on undisclosed income of 1 3,760,000 and 
of cheating the Customs and Excise hy oot 
paying VAT (Value Added Tax) of nearly £ 
206,000, 

After a SO-minute bearing before 
Newmarket Magistrates he was committed for 
trial at the Old Bailey on 11 charges alleging 
fraud involving the taxman and a jcdnt charge 
with his company, b* K. Ptggott lAd. of 
Cranbrook Road, Ilford, Essex, of cheating the 
Customs and Excise by n<^ paying VAT. 

His barrister, Mt. Julian Bevan, said that the 
outstanding tax habUity of £ 2.6 million and 
the unpaid VAT of C 184.000 had “very 


sUttotantixUy been paid by 

It was Piggott’s third si^esratooe befi^, the . 
Newmarket liitogistrates since Im was s^i4ated‘ 
in December. Itwasstidedihmi'tlmtheow^ :'' 
two million pounds in tax wi;^lfi:800,<100^ ' 
interest in addition to theoutmdiidih^ VAT. 

On that occasion he toss bailed on Ms own •. -. 
security of £600,p00 with additionaisureltos. 
of £ 125,000 each from traiito^HemtoCleoil 4 ;^! 
owner Charles St. George., .. 

Piggott’s ovm barrtoterand eounsal fort^ 
Inland Revenue and the Otoiitoins and 
all agree that the Old Bailey would he the most 
convenient court in which to hold the'trUd and 
it to expected to be set down for the Butui^. 

Piggott fkces 11 charges brougd^t by tbe. 
Inland Revenue: ' 


group winners and is by 
the French stallion 
Lorenzaccio. This is the 
mare's first foal in India, 
and what a foal she has 
turned out to be. - 

Whoever named 
Divine Light could see 
into the future. The way 
things stand at the 
moment only divine 
intervention can prevent 
her from winning the 
Fillies Trial. Or will it be 
another French 
sounding filly—Cordon 
Bleu. 

Cordon Bleu is out of 
one of the top stayers 
Indian Racing has seen. 


namely I3eep Water 
Blues. A ground grand 
dau ghter of U ma she is a 
part sister to two Classic 
winners Byerly Brigade 
and Scintillation. That 
old belief of crossing a 
top class stayer with a a 
top miler has obviously 
paid off in the case of 
Cordon Bleu and the 
acceleration she 
displayed when 
demolishing the 
opposition she took on 
Sunday 31st May wou’d 
have made a purist purr 
with pride. If anything 
beats Divine Light it 
could be' this bay roan 


who 18 destined to go 
right up to the very top 
and will prefer a longer 
galopping course 
In this sort of august 
company Time And 
Place and Stellar Role 
pals slightly in 
comparison. Both are 
top class and will, 
without a shade of 
‘doubt, eventually wind 
up at the top of class I. 
But whether they will be 
able to compare on level 
terms and that too over a 
mile is the big question. 
Both of them have 
shown blinding speed 
and gfive the impression 


of being better sprinters 
than stayers. But it 
would be impossiible to 
say so categorically as 
neither has ever gone a 
mile and until then it’s a 
lot of guesses. 

In summing it up 
Divine Light appears to 
be the one with the best 
credentials having won 
all her three starts with 
ridiculous ease. She is 
the highest handicapped 
three-year-old in 
training at the moment 
in India and in the Trial 
she ought to hold off 
Cordon Bleu her own 
stablemate. 
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RugjlQr readies tbe wodd 

With 16 nations competing* for a month at two 
venues in Australia and eight in New Zealand, the 
final on 20 June promises to be an exciting affair. 
William Simpson brings you up-to-date 


T he angnn of rugby, like so 
many sports, is clouded by 
myth In 1823, at Rugby 
School in England, a 
schoolboy named William Webb 
Ellis IS supposed to have been 
involved in a game of soccer 
Bored with the game, and 
oCintrary to the rules, Ellis 
apparently picked up the ball and 
ran with it From these obscure 
begipnings rugby developed to 
the point where, 164 years later, 
the world 8 best (minus South 
Africa, of course) compete for the 
aptly-named Webb Ellis Cup 
AlUiough initially played only 
In English public schools, rug'l>y 
later spread throughout Britain 
and to Australia, New Zealand, 
South Africa and France Outside 
Ehgland the game soon found 
popularity with the working 
classes and, especially in New 
SSealand. the farmers 
The teams in this first-ever 
worldwide tournament are 
divided into four groups or pools 
who play each other once in a 
rodnd robin draw The top two 
teams in each pool then advance to 
the sudden-death quarter-final 
stage 


Photographs by Sieve Christo 
It has cynically been suggested 
that several of the teams are here 
at the World Cup simply to make 
up the numbers and that the likes 
of Italy, Umted States. Canada, 
Japan, Zimbabwe, Romania and 
Tonga have no real chance to 
make it through to the knock-out 
stage The favourites for the Webb 
Ellis Cup are the co-host countries 
with the other strong teams being 
France, Scotland Wales, Ireland, 
England Fiji and Argentina have 
produced exciting and 
unpredictable teams in the past 
quite capable of upsetting their 
more favoured opponents 
Several of the World Cup 
countries have never played 
against each other before and one 
savours the possibility of say 
Japan, traditionally the smallest 
team physically, playing Fiji 
whose every player seems to -w 
around6' l"(185cm)and ISV^ 
stone (KX) kg) 

When the New Zealand “All 
Blacks” demolished Italy 70-6 in 
the opening fixture of the 

England winger Rory Underwood 
(with ball) attempts to run past 
Australia's Peter Griff 






tournament the cynics worst fears 
seemed to have been confirmed 
But the next two games produced 
nail-bitingly close encounters 
The two weaker teams in Fool 4 
metlwith Romania 8conng>^e last 
minute of play to beat Zimbabwe 
20-21 Scotland also scored right 
on full-time to salvage a 20-20 
draw against France 

Rugby IS very much the number 
one winter sport m New Zealand 
but in Australia it attracts mass 
participation in only two 
states—New South Wales and 
Queensland —and in these and 
other states it competes with the 
rival codes of soccer rugby league 
and Australian football 
Even before a ball was kicked or 
handled, this first-ever World Cup 
was filled with controversy 
Matches were originally to be held 
at the Sydney Cricket Ground but 
a squabble over the charges for 
advertising boardings at the 
ground caused the Australian 
Rugby Union to look elsewhere 
The games were rescheduled to 
the recently revamped Concord 
Oval which, for all its modern 
amenities and splendid playing 
surface has a spectator capacity 
of only 20,000 (compared to 
45.000 at the SCG) 

Then one English sportswnter 
went as far as to suggest that 
staging a World Cup game at 
Concord was a bit hke asking the 
Australian Prime Minister, Bob 
Hawke, and the Queen to share a 
cup of tea m some lowly suburban 
cafe 

A rugby World Cup held in 
Britain the writer said, would 
have grossed huge gratetakings 
with the larger British population 
easily filling the eo.OOO-plus 
capacities of their mayor grounds 
The World Cup, he claimed, was "a 
good idea, wrong venue ” 




Forwaids Sorum down 
Aariaff thn En^nad-Australia 
nuKtoh 

HUiUe: An Bngrbuid player is 
taidded but passes the ball out to 
Ms teammate just in time 

Bottom: The tall men jtunp up for 
the line out 


The Australian pr^ were 
quick to jump on unfortun^-te 
scribe as another “t 3 rpical 
wlngein^ Pom.” It was a case of 
soiu' grapes, they cried, simply 
because Australia and New' 
Zealand had come up with the 
concept first and offered to hold 
the event. 

Rugby has traditionally been 
bound by strict amateur ethics 
and any player who ever 
“defected” to the cousin code of 
professional rugfby league has 
invited ostracism. Rugby league 
is played with thirteen players 
aside, two less than rugby, with 
several minor rule differences and 
is otherwise similai* except that 
the players are paid to play the 
game. Rugby players turning to 
league or accepting payment.of 
any description risk bwishment 
from ever plajring, coaching or 
participating in the amateur code 
for life. 

Former England captain Bill 
Beaumont found this out to his 
dismay when he was banned from 
rugrby circles after accepting*' 
direct payment for his publisbed 
biography despite years of • 
honourable and unfinancfel 
service to the gams: 

The World-Cup Iuub the potential 
to project rugby into si major 
world game, a stature which ‘ 
previously has only been partialljr 
achieved. While many followers 
believe that the large, worldwide 
television audience for the Cup 
will encourage profesinonal 
entrepreneurs and advaxtisera, it 
could well do for the sport what 
Kerry Packer’s World Series did 
for cricket. 

Ifthis happens, then this 
archaioaUy administetsd game 
with roots in the English public 
sdtuml system and Ugh-minded 
amateur ideals will at long last be 
dragged-—kicking and 
screaming—into the twentieth 
century. 
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racquet, the sensation of creating a actually a lest for nfs,airMiaaaiiQar 
wrtnner out of nothing, the fun of for goodwHI 
trying something out of the Syed Mushteq Ait. former cnckefer 


ocwt a eia n ae. Batiave me, t was out* 
aqtad everytima I praaseci for Lai. 
Panki^ Roy. national seisctor 


trying agmethlng out of the 
ordinary 

Miiostav Mecir tennis star 


Mushtaq Alt. former cncketer 
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FOCUS 


We have more 
talenfsImranKhan 

Towards the end of his career, 
the Pakistan captain is stili 
very much a character of the game 



T ucked away m 
the recesses of 
Keble College’s 
compact pavilion 
on the outskirts of 
Oxford is a faded team 
photograph of that 
academic 

establishment’s Hockey 
XI in 1973. 

Most of the faces 
beaming out of the 
camera are 
unremarkable to the 
casual observer, save 
one serious-looking lad 
in the back row. Even as 
a student Imran Khan 
tended to stand out from 
the crowd. These days, 
of course, no picture of 
the Pakistan Teat side 
would be complete 
without Imran 
positioned in the middle 
of the front row The 
hockey career may have 
fallen by the wayside but 
his cricket is still very 
much on the rails 
Now 34 and long 
acknowledged as one of 
the finest all-rounders 
in the game, Imran has 
given notice that this 
will be his final year in 
international cricket 
One last tilt at 
England, the World Cup 
in October, and that will 
be it. Imran’s ambitions 
however are far from 
satisfied. 

If his young side can 
upset the odds against 
Mike Oatting's 
resurgent team, Imran 
will become the first 
Pakistan captain to wm 


a Test senes in England. 
He IS convinced that it is 
a very real possibility. 

“England have become 
an experienced arjd 
suc-cessful side since last 
winter, but I believe we 
have more talent,” says 
Imran “All we lack is 
experienc*e of English 
conditions, but that will 
come.” 

What he fails to 
mention is the huge 
personal contribution 
his side can expect from 
their captain. After 
allowing his side to 
meander unsuccessfully 
through their opening 
matches. Imran made 
his first appearance of 
the tour against Essex 
and promptly led them 
to victory by 210 runs 

Coincidence pei’haps, 
but his influence as a 
captain should not be 
underestimated He has 
always been one of the 
game’s most charismatic 
figures, and there is 
mounting evidence that 
he possesses a shrewd 


cricketing brain 

When he left himself 
out of the tourists 
opening games, cynics 
assumed that he was 
lying up in his plush 
West London flat, 
organising his benefit 
season with Sussex The 
truth is somewhat 
different 

Instead, he was to be 
found in the nets 
putting his 20-year-old 
protege Wasim Akrani 
through his paces, 
further proof that Imran 
is taking his 
responsibilities very 
seriously 

Captaincy, it could be 
said. 18 in his blood His 
mother was one of three 
sisters, one of whom 
gave birth to Majid 
Khan, the other to Javed 
Burki, both past 
Pakistan captains 

Imran’s father was a 
wealthy land-owner 
from the Pathan region 
near the Afganistan 
border so, like his 
cousins, he had a 


comfortable upbringing. 

He attended one of the 
country’s top schools. 
Aitchinson Grammar in 
Lahore, and showed 
such promise as a 
schoolboy that he made 
his Test debut against 
England when only 18 

He also developed a 
taste for living life to the 
full away from the 
cricket field, something 
which hastened the end 
of his brief career with 
Worcestershire. 

Claiming he could not 
stand living in such a 
dull environment, he 
moved to Sussex m 1977 
after serving a three 
month suspension, and 
on the cricket pitches at 
Hove his cricket 
improved at the same 
rate as his social life. 

World ^nes Cricket, 
where he came under 
the knowledgeabe gaze 
of Mike Procter and 
John Snow, also 
hastened his 
development, and since 
the start of the 1980’s he 
has been in his prime 

A remarkable 21 
wickets in three Tests in 
England in 1982 
demonstrated the fact, 
and his batting also 
became more reliable. He 
now averages over 30 in 
Test matches—no mean 
achievement as a 
childhood fall from a 
tree, in which he broke 
his left arm, means that 
his grip on the bat is 
occasionally affected. 


Imran has always maintained that 
when he finishes playing cricket he 
will return home to Pakistan and the 
prospect of an arranged marriage. **I 
have to rely on my parents* 
judgment. / Just hope my mother 
picks a pretty one!** 






Fltnesa im no inroblem for 
him. He oould carry on 
for a few more years 


He also has the little 
matter of Test wickets to 
hie name but as far as 
the bulk of the world’s 
female population are 
concerned his talents do 
not end there 
Imran has always 
maintained that when 
he finishes playing^ 
cricket, he will return 
home to Pakistan and 
the prospect of an 
arranged marriage “I 
have to rely on my 
parents’judgment." he 
once said “I just hope 





Imran showed his 
leadership qualities in 
India. A repeat 
performance this 
summer? 
my mother picks a 
pretty one'" 

That is well down 
Imran's list of priorities 
at the moment, however 
His dates with England 
and the World Cup a re 
much more pressing 
So IB his date to 
compete with another 
cricketer who could 
match him on almost 
every count. Ian 
Botham Fans in 
England are looking 
forward to seeing this 
great clash between 
these two characters of 
the game Two men 
whose doings off the 
field are no way inferior 
to those on it. Legends 
in their own countries, 
and outside it, Botham 
and Imran have one 
common trait the desire 
to compete. It burns 
inside them. It thus 
came as no surprise 
when Imran dropped a 
‘bomb shell’ declaring 
he was having second 
thoughts about his 
retirement. His fans will 


be hoping better sense 
will prevail 
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COVER STORY 

Laura and Tommy were 
lovera 

He wanted to get her 
evet V thing 

Flowei «! piesenta and 
moat of all a v,edding 
ring 

Heiu.iv/ a sign foi a stock 
cai tace 

A thouaand dollai pxizie 
it lead 




T WO people Two 
cars A stretch of 
ofren i crad And 
even if you haven t 
planned it you ve yot a 
race on \oui hands The 
desii e to be faster 1 han 
an V one else on earth has 
always been a 
piedorninantly mate 
char actenstic W hat 
starts out per haps as a 
cUish of e^is t an also 
pose a sei lous threat to 
life Itself Not )Ubtth< 
lives of the drivers 
involv(>d but the lives of 
spec tafors as well 
Motor 1 a« in^ star (e d 
off f xactly this way a 
(jronpol people fret 
togethei tnsi>e who cun 
I get to a designated spot 
hislcst and t he wheels 
of rnotoi sport have 
HlowlV start{d to spin 
With the advent ol 
motor lacing came 
accidents Thefiistveas 
way back in 190 1 when 
the hoi rific pile up in 
t he IVi is Mad I id r a< c 
killed sevei al dr i vers 
and saw even men e 
curious spcctatois 
mown down It ivas the 
lust time motoi racing 
was tainted bv death 
Motoi 1 acing was 
immediately banned on 
pQblic highways but 
even this was not 
enough to deter i acing 
enthusiasts 
Experimentation with a 
triangular cxiurse in f he 
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r»ar tyre blew during 
the Adelaide Orand Prix 


last year 
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Le Mans area m 1906, 
where Francois Srjsz of 


Hungary won the twelve 


lap race, was successful 


Motor racing then saw 


its first closed circuit 


materialising at Monza 


in 1 92a with Mussolini 


showing a keen interest 


in I he sport even to the 


extent of encouraging 
his son and his 
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result, several nations 
banned the crazy sport 
that seemed only capable 
of kiUingr and maiming 

Fortunately foi motor 
sport, only Switzerland 
has stuck to that initial 
ban The rest of the 
world accepted that 
people were going to 
continue racing against 
one another and the 
more enlightened 
administrators decided 
that it was better to do so 
on oi ganised race 
tracks not on everyday 
roads 

The same year also 
saw the death of the 
legrendary Alberto 
Ascari, Italy s champion 
driver In a bizarre 
tragic coincidence 
Ascari went into an 
uncontrollable skid and 
crashed to die at the age 
of 36 He had not worn 
his lucky blue helmet 
that day Tliirty years 










While motor racing in India 
is growing (above), it lacks 
the professional touch that 
cushions the high-tech 
world of Formula One racing. 
Here the Williams-Honda pit 
crew bursts into action over 
Nigel ManselFs car 




ago, his father Antonio 
Ascari. the greatest 
Italian driver of his age, 
also lost control, 
skidded and crashed to 
die at the age of 36 He 
too had not been 
wearing his lucky blue 
helmet on that fateful 
day 

Another driver who 
would have done better 
to stick to sheep farming 
in the Scottish 
Highlands was Jim 
Clark but the call of the 
wheel was too strong to 
be Ignored Learning to 
drive his father’s Austin 
at the age of nine, Clark 
was piloting some of the 
world 8 fastest car s by 
the time he was old 
enough to be legally 
eligible to drive 

His natui al flair for 
speed brought him the 
world championship in 
1963 and 1965 and was 
doing reasonably well in 
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the 196S season when he 
took time out from the 
Formula One circuit to 
take part in a Formula II 
race at Hockenheim 
Going into an easy 
right-hander. Clark died 
when his car slid off the 
t rack and ended up 
wrapped around a tree 
An illustrious career at 
the wheel ended in a 
needless accident 
during an 

inconsequential race 
Formula One has 
come a long way 

from the days of 
Francois Szis/ when the 
average spcHHl clocked 
was a humble 63mph 
Nowadays with 
high-tev h mai'hines 
hurtling down tra« ka at 
speeds of aoomyih and 
over diwei safety has 
acquired pv€*n greater 
impoT’tance A slight 
miscalculation An iota 
of ov('r -ent husiasm An 
indec'isive split second 
Any one of I hese 1 ac‘t or s 
can see an pileup of 
gargantuan 


proportions 
Even as motor racing 
was growing, drivers 
came to the conclusion 
that power was the 
surefire winner With 
manufacturers like Alfa 
Romeo. Maserati and 
Mercedes pouring on the 
horsepower, it was 
probably only farsighted 
prudence that forced 
authorities to place a 
ban on engine power 
Realising as far back as 
in 1938 that motor 
racing was getting too 
fast for Its own good, the 
FI A put the clamps on 
what was fast 
developing into a power 
war between the Italian 
and German machines 

Disaster at the Monza 
track during the 1978 
Italian Grand Prix First 
aid men kneel over the 
most seriously injured, 
Rome Peterson, (inset) 
while Vittorio BranibiUa 
IS extracted from his 
Surtees lying near the 
300 marker 


This was around the 
time that daredevil 
drivers like Tazio 
Nuvolan started 
experimenting with 
driving techniques To 
this extremely talented 
Italian must go the 
credit of inventing the 
four-wheel drift -the 
spectacular way 
through faster corners 
While this did add to the 
thrill of the sport it also 
made for a frighteningly 
high danger quotient 
The quest foi tetter Up 
timings was slowly but 
surely extracting its 
pound of flesh 
Champion di iv< is like 
Mike 

Hawthorn—winnei of 


the controversial Le 
Mans race of 1955 
although he was later 
wrongly blamed for the 
crash—and Graham Hill 
survived their racing 
careers but not before 
the odds had 
momentarily caught up 
with them Hawthorn 
eluded the lurking, 
malevolent phantoms of 
the track to i etire in one 
piece but the man who 
had lived by the swoid 
was destined to die by 
the sword too Ho was 
cnioving a well-earned 
retirement when a load 
acc ident ended his hie 
His might have been a 
< ase of delayed 
ludgcmeiit (liahamllill 







came a cropper at 
Watkins Glen in 1969 
but survived to come 
back and race again, 
this time without 
mishap 

Yet another brilliant 
driver who came back 
after a serious crash was 
Stirling Moss Having 
piloted the first rear 
engined racer 
(pioneered by Charles 
Cooper) to international 
recognition in 1958, he 
set in motion a 
revolution in the world 
of motor racing The 
eventual shift from front 
engined to rear eng^ined 
cars was a direct result 
of Moss’danng It was 
this danng, this skill, 
this adventurism, that 
took him to the 
tantalising bnnk of the 
world championship on 


The fire fighting squad 
goes into action during 
an Indy race while Niki 
Lauda (inset) still bears 
the signs of his near 
fatal orash at 
Nurburgring. Motor 
racing is a lot safer now 


so many occasions, only 
to disappoint each time 
Fuushing second an 
anguishing four tunes 
and third on another 
three occasionB, Moss 
must have surely been a 
disappointed man when 
a serious crash at 
Ckxxlwood in 1968 
forced his career to an 
end 

If one were to seek the 
sheer gnt and 
determination that 
symbolises this breed, 
then you needn’t look 
beyond the legendary 
Niki Lauda Trapped in 
hie car after a crash at 
Nuihurgrmg, Lauda 
suffered third-degree 
bums on his face and 
body and was almost 
given up for dead But 
the man who has heard 
his last ntes 



administered came back 
And how* 

Driving as though the 
sport had already taken 
its due from him, Lauda 
W8« working hts 
way up the rankings 
when, to everyone’s 
surprise he suddenly 
decided to call it a day 
When asked by a 
reporter how he would 
race after the fire had 
licked his face into an 
mass of raw flesh, 
Lauda’s comment was 
most revealing Still 
nursing a tender skin 
graft on his facial 
muscles, ls.uda 
nonchalantly answered 
that he didn t need a face 
to race, only a right foot 

Yet there are others 
who have come through 
unscathed Having 
driven at the highest 
level of the sport having 
seen their share of 
narrow shaves, they are 
the men lucky enough to 
survive a careei that 
stacks the odds more 
heavily than any other 
These are men like Juan 
Manuel Fangio and 
Jackie Stewart 


Fangio had along 
career, first driving tltii 
Alfa Eomeos beford 
moving onto MaseratlB 
and finally ending wp 
with the (jtemuui gituSt 
Mercedes After setting 
a record of five wprid 
championships, he 
eventually retired m 
1959 at the ripe old age 
(for motor racing, that 
is) of 48 

Jackie Stewart, the 
man who moved from 
(lay pigeon shooting to 
Formula One racing, 
also retired safe Havui 
seen many of his 
colleagues come to gne 
on the track he did 
much to make motor 
racing a safer sport 
Taking tune off from hi 
high-speed manouevrei 
Stewart was one of the 
few people who readisec 
that drivers were the 
lifeblood of this sport 
and that measures had 
to be taken to ensure 
they weie looked after 
Maybe it is just destmy 
that Stewart s son has 
just embarked on a 
racing careei himself 
But his father isn’t too 






worried. As hswys, 
"Hie sport Is safer now 
than when I used to 
drive". 

The present set of 
FormuJa One drivers is 
no less daring than their 
predecessors. While the 
cars have heoome 
increasingly more 
advanced, the drivers 
have remained as 
dogged as ever. Iheir 
sole aim: to get to the 
chequered fUg first. 
What has drastically 
changed—for the 
better—are the tracks 
that play host to the 
Formula One circuit. 
Having learnt hrom 
bitter experience, the 
organisers of the 
various Grand Prix 
events have modlHed . 
their tracks suitably. 
Certain bends have been 

Split-seconds after this 
photograph was taken 
Panoho Cku^r and his 
CoBworth crashed 
upside down at the 
Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway. In an 
example of how safe the 
sport has become. Carter 
was not injured 






















smoothened out while 
some tempting straights 
have been curtailed in an 
effort to prevent drivers 
from getting carried 
away and making a fatal 
mistake. 

Courses have become 
safer. The driver is 
much better protected. 
Car technology has 
progressed by leaps and 
bounds. No longer is a 
driver petrified of the 
car going up in flames 
even as he struggles out 


accident. Now all the 
driver in trouble has to 
do is flick a switch and 
he has ensured tht all 
electrical circuits in the 
car have been 
neutralised, thereby 
minimising the chances 
of fire. 

A very important part 
of speed racing is the 
tyre. It is the sole 
contact the driver has 
between the tarmac and 
a projectile screaming at 
2C)0mph. It’s not 


that a lot of thought has 
gone into these four 
rubber appendages. 
Having progressed from 
the normal rubber 
variety, the Formula 
One machines are now 
mounted on chemical 
rubber tyres that 
provide extra adhesion 
to the track. The !>asic 
principle is to use the 
heat generated by the 
high speeds to melt the 
rubber slightly, 
rendering it sticky and 


The mangled wreckage 
of Neloon Piquet’s 
Brabham ia lifted cdf the 
track. Piquet came 
through wl& Just mltioi 
injuries 

far grreater gripping 
power than normal 
tyres. This also allows 
drivers to take the 
liberty of downshifting 
into a comer at very 
high revs. 

If the Formula One cai 
depends so heavily on 
the tyre to stay gripped 
to the track, then it is 
the tireless work of the 
men behind the scene 
that makes it all 
possible. Pit crews have 
assumed increasing 
importance over the 
years. With the sport 
getting increasingly 
professional, drivers 
need dependable pit 
crews to keep them in 
the race—and to keep 
them alive. 

With most of the 
present Grand Prix 
tracks requiring at least 
one change of tyres 
during a race, it is upto 
the pit crews to get their 
car back on the track 
and into the race in the 
shortest possible time. 
Pit crews also have to 
keep a close watch on 
their car and call the 
driver in when they feel 
it is time for a change. 
With most pit crews 
going through a 
complete pit stop in 
under ten seconds, they 
have to be really 
meticulous in ensuring 
that the driver is going 
back into the race with 
an absolutely 
roadworthy machine. 
Such is the dependance 
of the driver on the pit 
crew for his own safety. 

There is also the other 
side of the coin that has 
to be discussed. Motor , 
racing and danger just 
have to go hand in hand. 


of his cockpit after an surprising therefore automatically providing otherwise the universal 








appeal of the sport itself 
would go into a slide 
However vehemently 
they may deny it, it is an 
unavoidable truth that 
the payingr spectators 
who are attracted to this 
sport are very concerned 
about their machismo 
The raw power, the 
sheer speed, the 
challengre of danger All 
these factors combine to 
make this sport a 
magnetic, egoistical 
tum-on 

Motor racing and its 
drivers will always 
hover above the danger 
zone Without it the 
sport just wouldn’t be 
the same Speed has 
always attracted That 
speed has also killed is 
just a corollai y that has 
to be accepted 
Somehow the spot t just 
wouldn’t be the 
same—or as monetarily 
attractive—if there was 
a guarantee that nobody 
would get hurt 

While the cais and 
tracks have evolved over 
the years, the men who 
made this sport remain 
an identical breed 
Spurning a 
run-of-the-mill 
existence they choose to 
iisk their lives every 
tune they go out to earn 
their salary Yes for 
them it s just another 
way of making a living 

But do they eryoy it*' 
Do they resdly look 
forward to the next 
race’ Getting over their 
imtial enthusiasm for 
the sheer intoxication of 
speed most of these men 
become thorough 
professionals who leave 
little or nothing to 
chance Takmgeach 
race as it comes, they are 
spurred on by the sole 
objective of winning and 
getting closer to the 
world 

championship—the 
ultimate award a 


Formula One drivt r c an 
look foi 11 «i e ai p men 
who have btx ome woi Id 
champions And there 
are men who 11 alise thev 
will never manage tc do 
so But the story < >1 the 
Austrian driver kxhen 
Rindt bears nai i al ion 
Havmg publicly 
announced that hr 
would I etn e from 
Formula One racing 
once he won tlie woi Id 
championship Rmdt 
was doing quite well in 
the 1969 season with 
five wins already tuc ked 
under his belt E/eii<.is 
the end of the season 
approached and it 
Icxsked like Rindt would 
finally be able to hang 
up his driving btxir s. 


Clay Kegazzoni is 
carried off in a stretcher 
af tei he crashed at the 
Toyota Grand Prix He 
later underwent a 
five-hour surgery for a 
fractured leg and 
fiactured vertebrae 

fate dt c ided to take an 
ugly turn Rindt 
crashed and died 
Howeve. >t was fitting 
justice ih it none of the 
other di ivers was able to 
over take his points tally 
and Jochen Rindt was 
av ^ rded the world 
< liempionship 
posthumously It had 
been the moment he had 
devoted and 
sacrificed—a lifetime 
for 

’The danger zone will 


always border Formula 
One racing Men will 
always strive to go 
faster Those who 
succeed will conquer the 
danger zone It is to 
those danng few that I 
dedicate this article 

No one knows what 
happened that day 

How hia oar overturned 
in flames 

But as they pullftd him 
from the twisted wreck 

With his dying breath, 
they heard him say 

'"Tell Laura I love her” 

Words •xearpM liom Ten Laura Itoirf 
Sorsung by Ricky Valonoo 


iM bW photograph* by Aaaoewtod Praia 
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Mews File 

FX3 Porto (Portugal) 
shocked the world as 
they outplayed fancied 
Bayern Munich 2-1 for 
Europe’s most coveted 
trophy.. .the Champions 
<3up. Porto, handicapped 
by the absence of captain 
Fernando Gomes 
appeared confident 
nevertheless after their 
victory over Dynamo 
Kiev (considered 
Europe’s finest) in the 
semi-finals. Paulo Putre, 
the diminutive winger 
exorcised the crowd 
with a virtuoso 
performance yet it was 
left to the two foreign 
imports. Algeria's 
Rabah Majder and 
Brazil’s Filho Juary, to 
score the necessary 
goals. The only other 
Portuguese team to have 
won the this trophy is 
Benifica. 

• Beyem Munich have 
offered to pay 3 million 
marks (approximately 
$1.68 million) to AC 
Milan for their striker 
Mark Hateley, 

* With Michel Platini’s 
retirement the captaincy 
<)f.tbe t^nch football 
tMkh will probably go to 
the slightly built but 

skilled Tigana. 



IT seems that tiny 
Of Britain's finest 
ibotbailers are. ss 

.'bbuld sasr.'in a spot 6f 
both«r: Stanley . 
UeXb9ym,]aB^niSiBiey 
wixjger whdeeeontrcil 
tortbi^dopikiii^^ . 
•tascks, flndshimaelf 
;itnrcmee(m4'hot0p ‘ 
.auagpiotous Ust. TlSi^ 
time his name has luM 
bean noted inbtmpittr. 

ISieBouth Afriosa 
'IkNxfiiunal Oiymplo 
ipomanltta (SAbil^f^ 
'iindthte' llN 

l|at6fV''"'' 


In TffMtilito 

.; i^sM'. and a star of 
V ^ SO'ttifiaiuxm a 
‘ l^wMidtisnot 
very 

ikyhouralde. llye 
: utserniUoyment U|rt. 
Charlm, began with 
Leeds United, led 
.• theihtothefUrat 
Divisionand then 
j<0zted Juventus. Italy 
where he became‘The 
Kteig’, .Magnificent in 
, 'iheate.ixldoompoeed 
•on tile ground be 


scored goals wKh 
impunity. Yet apart." 
frcto hie ability . Ite 
was the darling the 
crowds because of his 
temperament Nearly ^ 
6 ft 2 in and dOkg the ' 
powerful Welshman 
was never sent off in 
his career. Defenders 
tripped him. kicked 
him, but Charles 
never retaliated. The 
only known hj^cident 
of hie darker aide was 
.in 1868. when % 

Aitetrlan layers . 

habited dmsniUe 
brom^ '' 


tournamenilhMw.'^An 


in the sporting wotikl 
' SteStanleyoduld-titm 
hie reputation 
' lightly ; 

/)he cojitteaieste 
>»'Matantly hews 
’I'^tlons wtihBouth 
Jlirkte.. Aiiid^it - 
/0vo(dd be k dhains^. 

JohnCharlea. 

’ ^ioeowa as ihe^tkikttlie 















iirOlltP OF TEMMiS 



McEnroe: 
in or Out 

W HEN will he ever 
learn. And now 
facing suspension 
fiT>m the game John 
McEnroe may never get 
another chance. 

The way he was 
behaving this year it 
seemed as if fatherhood 
had actually had a 
positive effect on him. 
He squinted at the lines, 
at the linemen, .but he 
didn't explode. The 
signs were good, the 
crowd appreciative, the 
magic returning. 

Then suddenly while 
playing Mecir in the 
World Team Cup final, 
toc^ umbrage to 
some balls and after a 
heated exchange, 
actually walked off 
bourii. That a few days 


later he lost in the first 
round of the French 
Open was in retrospect 
not surprising. 

Yet the repurcussions 
of this incident can be 
drastic. It could very 
possibly be the end of 
John McEnroe. If the 
MIPTC(Mens 
I International 



-'■HI.. 


Professional Tennis 
Council) decides to ban 
nim, whether for one 
month or six, it may be 
all over. As it is he's 
having problems. Ever 
since he took a six 
month sabbatical and 
returned his game has 
lacked. His fitness is 
sub-standard... his 
mobility is restricted ... 
he has a recurring back 
injury... his revered 
ability to volley has 
deserted him... his 
service is 

inconsistent.. .and the 
Hashes of inspiration 
are too sporadic to be 
dangerous. He is simply 
yet to gain momentum. 
If he is suspended and 
misses Wimbledon it 
may totally alienate him 
from the game. As it is 
his commitment has 
lessened, his motivation 


has decreased.. another 
long lay off from the 
game may mean 
premature retirement. 

The MIPTC, although 
aware that such 
behaviour is not needed 
on the circuit, may, 
realise the effect of such 
a suspension and thus 
let him off with a 
considerable fine and 
warning. Otherwise, we 
might be writing John 
McEnroe's epitaph next 
month. 

QUOTE OP THE 
WEEK 

J IMMY CONNORS 
on. himself; “..I 
have the chance to 
beat a lot of guys 
because I fight for 
every point and i’ll 
stay out there for four 
or five hours if 
necessary." 
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Point Proved 


S OME thing's never 
change The third 
Monday in June is al¬ 
ways Wimbledon day 
The first Wednesday 
in June is always 
Epsom day. 

This year 19 horses 
faced the starter for 
the running of the 
2t)8th Epsom Derby 
Stakes which carries 
a winner's pri-/® of 
267.500 pounds The 
favourite, the book¬ 
makers felt, was the 
Henry Cecil trained 
colt Reference Point. 
At the start of the 
race the colt was 
backed down to 6 to 4 
and with Steve Cauth- 


SoLong 
Su^ar Ray 

Y ou win. Then give 
it up Then come 
back for more. Give it 
up again. And then, 
one last time. To 
prove something to 
yourself. And finally, 
you cannot motivate 
yourself any longer. 

It’s happened be¬ 
fore And it’s hap¬ 
pened again This 
time to the World 
Boxing Council’s mid¬ 
dleweight champion 
Sug^‘ Ray Leonard 
Leonard who has 


en in control it looked 
cut and dry. But here 
at Epsom, more often 
than not, the 
favourite has been 
beaten to the finish. 

But Reference Point 
hit the front at the 
start and stayed right 
there till the end of 
the mile-and-a-half 
long classic. The only 
semblance of a chal¬ 
lenge came from rank 
outsider Most Wel¬ 
come. But a length 
and a half behind the 
winner at the finish 
was all Welcome 
could manage A 
further short-head 
behind was Bolletto 


the unique distinc¬ 
tion of having been 
world champion in as 
many as three diffe¬ 
rent weights, has 
finally hung up his 
gloves. He needs a 
‘stimulus’, he says, to 
keep fighting. He's 
31, came back to the 
ring having retired 
on three previous 
occasions, and just 
won one of the closest 
fights of his career. 
What more does the 
man have to do? 

Nothing, he rightly 
feels. And that’s his 
reason for quitting. 




Photo Finish 


S OMETIMES even 
the camera lies. A 
first look at the offi¬ 
cial photo finish of 
the lOO metre event 
run at Seville last 
month would suggest 
that the man away 
from the camera, one 
Carl Lewis, is the win¬ 
ner. His head is clear¬ 
ly in front of the other 
runner. But a closer 
look will reveal that it 
IS indeed ‘the man be¬ 
hind' who IS the win¬ 


ner. Ben Johnson it 


The world record 
holder (at non alti¬ 
tude level 1 has his tor¬ 
so ahead of that of 
Lewis. And that’s 
what mattered The 
Olympic and World 
champion had a lot to 
say about the judges’ 
decision But that 
didn’t help. In fact, it 
only put him up a few 
notches in the un¬ 
popularity list. 


Tyson The Tormentor 

T hirty fights and only three have gone the 
distance Mike Tyson. 20 and dangerous, 
doesn’t know what it is to be a loser He is the 
holder of the WBA as well as the WBC crowns 
and the youngest heavyweight boxing cham¬ 
pion of all time 

The last man to face the wrath of this truly 
awesome American was countryman Pinklon 
Thomas. In a cruelly one-sided fight at Las 
Vegas the 29-year-old champion hit the ropes 
for the first time in his professional career, 
and never recovered. Tyson using the upper 
cut and the hook with intelligence and 
strength, had the referee stopping the fight in 
the sixth round. ’Thomas, the former WBC 
champion, had only lost once before as a 
professional—to Berbick. This was there¬ 

fore only his second defeat. But it is far more 
painful. 

Tyson needs to win one more fight to be the 
undisputed heavyweight champion of the 
world. And his big chance will come on August 
1. He will fight another American, Tony 
Tucker, the International Boxing Federation 
title holder. Tucker, 28, has been around for 
seven years in the professional ring and is yet 
to lose a fight. But then, he hasn’t fought 
Tyson. And Tyson is every boxer’s nightmare. 













Senna Slips In 

A RACE is not lost till it is won. So goes the 
Aclicbe. And so it was at this year's Monaco 
Qrand Piix. 

Britain’s Nigel Mansell led from the start 
and was well on his way to increasing his lead 
to ten seconds, over his nearest rival, when 
suddenly his Williams-Honda slowed down. He 
had broken a turbo and was out of the race. 

The man who grabbed the opportunity was 
Brazil's Ayrton Senna. Driving his bright 
yellow Lotus Honda, Senna took the lead in the 
31st lap and held on to it till the finish. The 
challenge was expected from Frenchman Alain 
Frost. But there was none Frost trying for his 
record 28th Formula One victory (to go past 
the record ho holds jointly with the legendary 
Jackie Stewart) dropped out with just two laps 
to go in the 78 lap race. 

With that Senna moves up to second place in 
the drivers’ standings His tally of 15 is just 
three behind that of leader Frost. With the 
runner up spot in San Marino and a first at 
Monaco. Senna must be a happy man And 
very confident too 



Holding On 

M ichael hold¬ 
ing was one of 
the rarest things that 
happened to cricket 
And certainly one of 
the most beautiful 
For over a decade he 
shai-ed the new ball 
for the West Indies. 
And then, finally, to 
the relief of batsmen 
the world over, he cal¬ 
led it a day from in¬ 
ternational cricket 
That was in February 
this year. The back 
was playing up and 
the man was tiied 
Tired of cricket at 
the highest level, but 
still willing to stay 
with the game. And 
English county Der¬ 
byshire has benlflted 
the most as a result. 
The County has 
signed up Holding for 
another three years. 
Which means that till 
the end of 1989 Der¬ 
byshire have Holding 
all to themselves. 


Departing Bell 


T he end of an era is 
at hand The Au¬ 
stralian hockey team 
had the world at their 
feet. The World Cup 
at Ijondon last year 
was the climax. At 
this month’s Cham¬ 
pions Trophy to be 



played at Amsterdam, 
only four of the cham¬ 
pion team remain 

The most recent 
loss has been that of 
captain David Bell. 
For the last 13 years 
Bell has been playing 
as the withdrawn half 
in a crack Australian 
side. Short but 
strong, the 32-year- 
old star formed the 
pivot of the side. De¬ 
fending. Guiding. His 
contribution was a 
hundred and eighty- 
seven international 
appearances for his 
country. After which 
he had this to say “I 
have retired in the 
best interests of Au¬ 
stralian hockey and 
want to give the 
young guys a 
chance.” 

A fine gesture no 
doubt, but the place is 
.yet to be filled. And, 
ciiances are, it will 
take some time. 


Mirza 
Makes It 

T alented, but un¬ 
predictable, Yusuf 
Mirza finds a place in 
the Indian squad for 
the Asian snooker 
championships to be 
played at Kualal 
Lumpur later this 
month. The Bengal 
number one was a 
surprise runner up at 
the last nationals. 
And it is on this basis 
that he has been 
selected to accom¬ 
pany national cham¬ 
pion Geet Sethi. 

This is Yusufs first 
inteimational tourna¬ 
ment and in fact the 
first time for over a 
decade that a player 
from Bengal will be 
representing the 
country. A good sign 
for a state which at 
one time had nmny a 
fine player to boast of. 

Will Mirza be in the 
same league^ One cer¬ 
tainly hopes so. 
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P OINTING to Ejaz 
Butt, his colleag-ue 
Yawar Saeed, General 
Mana^r of Pakistan 
Tobacco. a national 
selector and director of 
Pakistan's World Cup 
conimittcp. said "We. 
tojfether with Haseeb 
Alisan, are called the 
oft-shore selectors We 
iiad (rune to Sharjah to 
i onsult Imran and select 
the squad for the 
Enprland tour ” 

Yawar Saeed was 
totally unfazed by the 
quaint taf? attached by 
the media Next time.’ 
he said coolly "we 
should meet in Hawaii 
or some other exotic 
place Apart from 
having- a good time we 
will also find out our 
true merits ’’ 

Yawar Saeed and Butt, 
in Delhi to attend a 
cricket conference, 
readily answered all 
questions put to them 
In contrast to the Indian 
selectors who'd think 
twice even before telling 
you t he time of the day. 
Butt and Saeed were 
open, ai’ticulate 
exti’emely 
communicative 
Both rejected the 
theory that the World 
Cup was endangered 
"The so-called threat." 
they said, "exists only in 
the minds of the 
pressmen It is totally 
imaginary The press is 
needlessly dwelling on 
It ’ What about South 
Africa, immigration 
laws and apartheid'^ 
"Don't worry." they 
retorted blithely “It is in 
everyone’s interest that 
the tournament carries 
on ’’ 

Said Saeed “The 
government has made 
funds available with the 
Pakistan Board to 
improve facilities at the 
rvarious centres ’’ 

^ ‘ The one reason for 


seeking government 
assistance has been the 
crippling loss suffered in 
> the series against the 
West Indies Spectators 
at Test centres are 
dwindling On the other 
hand, the West Indian 
Board charged a very 
high guarantee fee Not 
just that, we even ended 
up paying their-players 
a daily allowance in 
Pakistan'" 

Ejaz Butt refuted 
allegations that 
unseemly rows break 
out regularly in 
Pakistan over matters of 
team selection and 
captaincy “There is no 
problem at all,' he said 
"If at all, there are only 
minor differences which 
are present everywhere 
In a team of 15 or 16 
there is bound to be 
some friction This 
happens in all teams ’’ 
But isn’t it very 
strange that Imran 
should go to town 


blasting the selection 
committee for not 
c'onsulting him amd 
consequently picking 
the wrong team at the 
time of the Indian tour‘d 
"Imran’s views," said 
Butt, " wei’o sought and 
considered The captain 
in Pakistan is an 
important part of the 
selection committee " 

Butt didn’t duck 
questions about the 
unpleasant controversy 
surrounding Qasim 
Omar "We have 
suspended him, he said 
“till the government 
finalises the enquiry 
which has been 
instituted fur ttus case 
Omar’s irresponsible 
statements have 
brought the game into 
disrepute Even his bank 
has sacked him " 

Like its Indian , 
counterpart the 
Pakistan Board is 
struggling to maintain 


discipline in matters 
concerning logos, 
endorsements and 
newspaper columns. In 
Pakistan wearing logos 
18 prohibited but players 
are permitted to attach 
their names to 
newspaper articles after 
seeking the Board’s 
clearance Said Saeed. 
"Cricketers are 
professionals There is 
nothing wrong if they 
make extra money We 
would not like to stand 
in anyone’s way ’’ 

As part of a realistic 
approach to these 
problems the Pakistan 
Board has recently 
approved the innovation 
pf graded payment to 
cricketers Instead of the 
earlier system that 
equated say Imrioi and 
Elahi, the fee of a player 
IS related to his 
senioi’ity There is a flat 
amount common to all 
players and the senior 
players get an extra 
allowance in addition as 
recognition of the 
contribution made by 
them 

P ASSING through 
Delhi after a brief 
tiuliday in Musscxine 
was Sunil Gavaskar “1 
went there to relax,” he 
said “I read, slept and 
lazed - things I can’t do 
in Bombay ” 

The warm response 
for his T V serial has 
satisfied Gavaskar "A 
lot of work went into 
prcxiucing the 
programme Finding 
the footage wasn’t easy 
but the interviews texsk 
only half a day to record. 
I told the players who 
were being interviewed 
to just relax and speak 
normally Incase 
something goes wrong 
It can easily be corrected 
while editing. Of it 
could be re-recorded " 
AmrH Mathur, New DsM 


Qasim Omar: 'Sacked by his bank for bringing the 
game into disrepute' 




sPormfORT 

Sub’Junior National Football 

Bto Boys nay All Mght 

The standard of football in the 
tournament was very high. What 
else could it have been with 
overaged boys dominating the 
show? 


W HEN the eleventh 
sub-junior national 
football championship 
concluded at the Barabati 
Stadium on May 28, the 
tournament saw a new champion 
team emerg'inK after a grim 
struggle 

Goa for the first time won the 
Justice Mir Iqbal Hussain Tiophy, 
the symbol of supi’emacy among 
the sub-junior boys. Bengal, the 
1977 and 1984 joint chiunpioiis. 
runners up last yeai- to Jammu 
and Kashmir in Srinagar, had to 
contend with the second spot this 
year too. 

After an exciting final match. 
Goa trailing by a goal. recovered 
to hold Bengal one all at the end of 
regulation time and the ten 
minutes of extra time and then 
went on to beat tlie former 
champions 4-3 in the tie-breaker 
for a 5-4 aggregate win 
After group league matches, 
eight teams. Goa (cluster I). 
Karnataka (cluster II). Orissa, the 
hosts (cluster III), holders Jammu 
and Kashmir (cluster IV). 
Maharashtra (cluster V), Punjab 
(cluster VI), Manipur (cluster VII) 
and Bengal (bluster VIII) moved 
into the knockout stage. 


Gpa. Improving each match, 
easily accounted for Karnataka: 
Orissa caused the biggest upset of 
the tournament eliminating the 
iiolders J & K with fine team 
work. Punjab found Maharashtra 
easy rivals to run out winners and 
Mil nipur were no match for 
Bengal. 

In the last four matches. Goa 
with a spirited display ousted 
Orissa, the best team on view in 
the tournament and Bengal were 
taken to the tie-breaker and later 
sudden death by Punjab before 
emerging winners 

S usual. this year’s tournament 
icx) was plagued by the 
participation of overaged boys in a 
tournament for under-15. Neither 
the organisers, the Orissa 
Football Association (OFA), nor 
the All India Football Federation 
(AIFf’) could ensure proper 
screening of the overaged boys. 

For the record. as many as 51 
boys from 17 teams were found 
overaged and, significantly, not 
more than four boys were found 
overaged from certain teams. The 
OFA secretary. Mr Subodh Sahoo, 
said' “The medical tests were 

The new champions Ck>a at the 
Barabati stadium 


conducted by a board of neutral' 
doctors. They cpuld only find four 
or less number pf boys in each 
team overaged. So we informed 
the respective team managers 
regarding our findings and told 
them to ensure those boys did not 
play in the tournament.” 

This is his official version. But 
in reality what happened was that 
the OFA viewed the overage 
problem rather leniently and 
removed only four or less number 
of boys from each team and 
allowed the team to play in the 
meet. 

As per the AIFF rules, if any 
team has five or more overaged 
boys, the team should be 
scratched f rom the tou rnament. | 

When asked to explain such 
poor screening. Mr Sahoo said he 
was not aware of any team 
escaping the medical 
examination. He clarified. “Yes. 

The AIFF rules are clear in this 
regard But we should consider 
that most of the teams have come 
from far off places. We cannot ask 
them to go home because they had 
five or more oycraged boys in 
their squad." Some stand thkt. 

Former Olympian Sailen Manna 
watching the boys play exclaimed 
with sarcasm "If this is the 
standard ofourunder-15 boys. . , 
then I must say the future of 
Indian football is very bright " 

Mr Manna is not the oiily man to 
make such comments. Former 
India goalkeeper Mr Sampat, now 
with Sports Authority of India in 
Delhi said- “This tournament is a 
farce. What is the use of running 
such a meet when the organisers 
and the AIFF Could not ensure 
real under-15 boys participation 
in a tournament for them alone." 

Mohammed Habib, a spotter of 
the Tata Football Academy. 
Jamshedpur, was frank enough to 
admit that he would not pick any , 
boy without checking hia age. He 
too was convinced that moat ofthe 
participants were over 15. 

The AIFF spotters. Mr Pradip 
Choudhury and Bharathi Misr#., 
admitted the presence of overaged. 
boys. Said Mr Choudhury: “My 
task of picking promising boys 
firom this tournament is very 
tough now." , 

Cuttaofc 







MADRAS 

Top Guns 

W ITH some of the country ’s 
top boxers unable to 
participate, the Second 
Federation Cup Boxinf? 
Championships held here in the 
last week of May lost much of its 
stature. The notable pug’ilists 
were away at Shimla attending a 
camp to select the Indian Squad 
for the South Asian Federation 
Games to be held at Calcutta later 
this year. 

Still, the event was not totally 
devoid of interest for on the eve of 
the meet, some well known names 
of the Indian boxing circuit did 
land up, much to the surprise of 
the organisers, the Tamil Nadu 
Amateur Boxing Association. 
Among them were medallists in 
the Seoul Asian Games last year 
and holders in some weight 
categories. 

The five-day championships 
brought to the surface the fact 


that Indian boxers were still far 
behind the best in Asia in skill, 
technique, and stamina. The fault 
is not entirely their’s for most of 
them are keen and eager to learn. 
Obviously, the training methods 
imparted to them are of an 
outdated variety and that is often 
the bane of many Indian sports. 

At the end of the meet, only a 
few bouts lingered in one’s 
memory, the vast majority 
ranging between mediocre to sub 
standard. In these, the subtle 
nuances of the sport were sadly 
missing and all that was seen was 
lot of wild charges and even 
wilder punches. 

Predictably, the little good 
boxing was provided by the four 
internationals who took part G D 
Kamble of BEG (Kirkee) road 
rolled his way past the opposition 
to win the Bantamweight crown 
The supremacy of Ramble, who 
won a bronze medal in the Seoul 
Asian Games, can be gauged by 
the fact that his opponent in the 
final, Srinivasa Rao of ACC, had to 


retire in the first round. 

Two otner boxers who won 
bronze medals at Seoul also had 
little difficulty in winning the 
titles m their respective weight 
categories In the Light-middle 
weight division. Gopal Dewang o 
BEG (Kirkee) battered hie 
opponents on his way to clinchin 
the title. A skilful and scientific 
boxer. Dewang who was also the 
holder, in the final pounded P. 
Karunakaran of Southern 
Railway into submission, hitting 
him with left hooks and right 
crosses as and when he liked and 
the referee had no option but to 
halt the massacre in the second 
round 

In the Middleweight class. M.P 
Singh, alsoof BFIG (Kirkee) got 
the better of the n.-igning 
champion K Sathyaiiarayaria of 
MEG on a points verdict 

While the throe A.sian Ciames 
medallists livixi up to their 
reputation, S V Brijdar of BEG 
who claimed a silver medal at 
Seoul had a tough time befoie 









winning the Flyweight title. In 
the final he came up against P. 
Ravi of MEG and in the eyes of 
many, after three hotly contested 
rounds, it was Ravi who had 
emerged the winner. The judges 
thought otherwise and when 
Brijdar’s hand was raised 
signalling him the winner, there 
was a round of boos from the hug^ 
crowd. If it was any consolation 
for him, Ravi was adjudged the 
best loser of the tournament. 

Besides Dewang, S. 
Nithyanandan of MEG was the 
only other boxer to retain the title. 
The national champion held little 
difficulty in keeping his 
Lightweight crown, defeating D. 
Ekambaram (ADC) on points. 

In a ferocious battle for 
supremacy, B.K Singh of BEG 
won the Light-heavyweight title 
claiming a close points verdict 
against compatriot Lakha Singh. 
Despite blood oozing from a deep 
cut below his right eye Lakha 
Singh kept pounding away at his 
opponent But B K Singh, by 
scoring early points thanks to his 
deadly hooks and jabs, emerged 
the winner 

Strongly built Chengappa of 
MEG was a comfortable winner in 
the Heavyweight category He so 
outclass^ his opponent in the 
final. Kempannar of AOC, that the 
latter was disqualified as he 
restored to crude and unfair 
means in an effort to get the better 
of the scientific Chengappa 

Winning seven of the twelve 
weight categories on the final day. 
BEG (Kirkee) won the team title 
with 29 points pushing holders 
MEG (Bangalore) with 21 points 
to second place. About 170 
pugilists from more than 20 units 
participated in the meet which 
was held here for the second 
Bucoessive year. 

About the only jarring note in 
an otherwise smoothly conducted 
meet was the unseemly poor 
behaviour of a team official. 
During the quarter finals P 
Ravi's points decision over P. 
^Honoly of Artillery Ctentre in the 
Flyweight categoi'y was not 
accepted by the cotich B.R. 

^arma. There seemed little doubt 
that Ravi (MEG) had won the 
fight. But for some inexplicable 



BBO (Kirkee) winners of the team 
title 

reason, the Artillery Centre coach 
and his boxers simply walked out 
of the stadium without lodging a 
protest or informing the 
organisers. It was certainly an 
unsporting and unwarranted act 
The correct method to adopt in 
these circumstances is to give a 
written protest 

Grassroots 

level 

S OME organisations lieheve in 
“the younger, the better” 

When Nutnne Confectionary 
Ltd came forward, with the 
approval of the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India fBCCI) to 
organise a South Zone cricket 
tournament for boys under-12. 
there were many who felt that tin.y 
tots, of the age of ten or eleven, 
would not be physically strong for 
such a high level of competition. 
But the Championship conducted 
at Hyderabad was a resounding 
success viewed from any angle. 
Not only did the lads prove that 
they were physically up to the 
level of taking part in the 
competition but also shone with 
outstanding performance with bat 
and ball. Scoring a century, 
hitting sixes and taking hat 
tricks, the youngsters proved that 
there could not be any age limit 
for talent spotting. 

Encouraged by the response, 
Nutrine decided, as a follow up 
measure. to have a coaching camp 
for 25 of the best boys of the 


tournament. The boys were keen. ! 
the parental encouragement was 
exemplary and the camp 
conducted by former Test i 

cricketer M.L. Jaisimha was a | 
success. I 

Twenty-five boys from the five I 
southern units. Kerala. j 

Karnataka. Hyderabad. Andhra i 
and Tamil Nadu attended the 
camp which was again cond ucted 1 
by Jaisimha and organised by the I 
Tamil Nadu Cricket Association i 
The standard displayed was i 

higher than last year according to j 
Jaisimha ! 

He told Sportsworld he was very \ 
happy at the manner in which the 
youngsters responded to the 
various ideas he imparled to them. 
Besides batting, bowling and 
fielding, there were free 
discussions on various aspects of 
the game Jaisimha was a big hit j 
with the youngsters who declared i 
they had enjoyed the camp and 
learnt a lot. It was indeed a unique 
opportunity which was put to 
maximum use by the boys. As a 
follow up. Nutrine have lined up 
an advanced coaching camp for 
the pick of the lads in Bangalore 
in September this year. 

Jaisimha told Sportsworld that 
he had sent a proposal to the 
Board requesting them that the I 
under-12 tournament be held on 
an all-India basis. He is hopeful 
that this scheme will be part of the 
domestic pr-ogramme from next 
year. Once that is done the camp 
too.will be conducted on all-India 
basis. And “grassroot cricket” will 
really take off in the country. 

Fartirii Ramehand 
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Ali Takes A 
Dive 

And emerges 
champion 

T HERE'S a new Ali in 
the news! At a time 
when the name of 
Muhammed Ali is fast 
becoming^ a thing of the 
era gone by, Tony Ali is 
the latest sensation to 
hit British diving 
boards. Just 13 years of 
age, he has already won 
the British junior 
springboard diving title 
with a convincing 
487.20 point tally, a 
clear 56.30 ahead of his 
closest rival. And now is 
aiming for international 
status. 

Spotted by a hawkeyed 
diving coach as he was 
idly bouncing on a 
diving board when he 
was Just nine, Ali was 
participating in the 
nationals in four 
months. By the time he 
Was 12. he was scoring a 
regular nine out of ten 



on each dive; something 
that’s almost unheard of 
in that age-group. 
Around the same time, 
he mastered the triple 
twister, a notably 
demanding dive that 
currently only three 
British international 
divers even attempt in 
competition. Apart from 
that, Ali’s got 278 more 
of the sport’s 544 
recognised dives in his 
armoury. 

Tony Ali may be doing 
great but he certainly 
isn’t built for diving. At 
least, not yet. A-chunky 
frame with broad 
shoulders which are 
liable to splash on entry 
and inadequate body 
weight to get maximum 
leverage off the 
springboard makes sure 
that the dives are 
tougher for him to 
perform But Ah’s 
fighting. A minimum of 
300 sit-ups a day. 10 
hours of gym work a 
week and 15 hours of 
diving a week should see 
him getting to the 
heights that he wants. 

He is, after all. a 
natural 

Banks 
Opens Up 

And enters the 
record books 

M ove over, all you 
Richards and 
Bothams. Richard 
Banks is the latest 
sensation on the cricket 
pitch. Pla.ving a 
seven-a-side match for 
his pub team Six Bells in 
Boreham, Essex, Banks 
ran amok to blast the 
Prince of Wales, 

Tnworth attack for 193 
runs in just 40 deliveries 
to take his team into the 
second round of the 
brewery knock-out 
competition. His firing 


serened: 24 sixes, 12 
fours and one single! 
That’s just three 
-deliveries he didn't ecore 
off!! 

While the Ouiimeaa 
Book ot Records has 
been alerted, his team is 
a little worried. Banks is 
their opening bowler!! 

Quasar's 

Quandary 

Is Linekar at fault? 

I’m so much money 
being channelled 
into player 

sponsorships, it's only 
right that sponsors get a 
mite piqued when their 
player fails to give their 
product the desired 
mileage. The latest 
culprit is none other 
than England’s soccer 
star Gary Linekar. 
Playing Brazil at 
Wembley, the first 
match on Brazil’s 
European tour. Linekar 
came off the field a hero, 
but found his new 
sponsors quite 
disgruntled. 

Having signed a 
six-figure contract over 
five years with Quasar 
boots last February, it is 
only to be expected that 
Linekar sports Quasar 
when he performs his 
magic on field And that 
he did. Playing most of 
the match in his 
sponsor's product, 
Linekar was forced to 
change when a tackle by 
a Brazilian split his 
right boot. As things 
turned out, the only one 
that was handy was one 
with three stripes. And 
to make things .worse, 
he went on to score 
England's only goal 
minutes later. 

No wonder Quasar 
weren't too happy about 
the game. But one really 
has to give Linekar some 



credit too. Knowing that 
he wasn’t doing j ustice 
to his sponsorship with 
his feet, he made sure 
that he headed the ball 
in! 

The 

Toughest? 

Anyone for a 
walk? 

W HAT is the toughest. 

event in athletics? 
The decathlon? The 
marathon? Or the pole 
vault? Well, as the 
recent World Cup event 
at New York for the 
prestigious Lugano 
Trophy showed, it is the 
seemingly innocuous 
50km walk! 

With 86 people 
finishing, it certainly 
doesn’t seem to be such a 
tough event after all. 

But what also has to be ; 
considered is the 
number of people who j 
fell by the wayside. A, 
total of 49 people were • 
either disqualified or . . ^ 
retired during this 
gruelling event whiph'is 

fast gaining credibility . 
as the toughest event . 
athletics. 
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T o carry on with 
the fitness myths 
that we are 
disproving, here 
are some which most of 
us consider the 
bottom-line when it 
comes to exercising. 
How often have you 
stoically kept away from 
lunch because you’re 
taking part in a 
swimming competition? 
Remember all the advice 


Use salt tablets 
to prevent 
fatigue 

I T’S really ehocking 
how this one got ab¬ 
out. Matter of fact, it’s 
better to have no salt 
than pop salt tabs. There 
is truth in the belief that 
sweating profusely dur¬ 
ing exercise can lead to 
cramp due to the deple¬ 
tion of salt from the sys¬ 
tem. But a salt tablet is a 
solid piece of brine, and 
a solid piece of brine 
resting on the mucous 
membrane of the sto¬ 
mach can cause nausea 

If you’re going to pers¬ 
pire, then it might be 
prudent to take a little 
extra salt with your food 
beforehand. A little salt 
dissolved in a glass of 
water or lime-juice is 
also advisable. But never 
salt tablets. Too much 
salt may actually induce 
the cramps. 

With a piece of solid 
brine resting on your 
stomach lining, the 
fluids from the cells in 
yotiir body will be drawn 
into the bloodstream and 
the digestive tract in 
order to dilute the salt so 
that it Can be more easily 
excreted from the body. 
Just as you dry meats to 
^ireserve them by soak¬ 
ing them in salt, so 
you’ve dried out the tis¬ 
sues of the body by over¬ 
doing the salt intake. 


The myths of fitness 


that was passed on from 
the older guys? Don’t eat 
just before you have to 
swim or you’ll get 
stomach cramps. Well, 
now it's been provwed 
that eating moderately 
before exercise—like 
swimming— need not 


slow you up at all. Yet 
another axiom we were 
weaned on was 'Take 
some salt to prevent 
fatigue’ That’s why 
everyone douses their 
fresh-limes with copious 
amounts of salt while 
getting in a couple of 



C Jl* yy 



Put on a sweater after exercise 

T HlSis something that’s very popular with 
most sportsmen As soon as they finish a 
game, they immediately zip themselves up in a 
track suit and keep the heat in. Keeps you 
from catching a chill, they say But the best 
thing to do when you’re hot and sweaty is let 
the heat dissipate as soon as possible. The 
change in temperatui'e certainly won’t give 
you a cold, only a little stiffness at the most. 
People have sat in cold chambers for hours in 
an effort to study how the body regulates 
temperature, all they did was shiver, but they 
didn’t catch colds. 

When you're hot and sweaty after exercise, 
let your body cool off first before pulling on a 
sweater to prevent a chill. You'll feel much 
more comfortable that way 


sets of tennis at the club 
Yet another favourite 
with all sportspeople is 
to pull on something 
warm immediately after 
you’ve finished some 
strenuous exercise. 

Head on, and find how 
some really experienced 
fitness researchers 
shoot down these 
baselines that we’d 
etched out for ourselves. 


Don’t eat before 
swimmingr 

T here are people who 
swear that eating be- ] 
fore any form of stre¬ 
nuous exertion will give 
you severe cramps. 

The theory against 
eating before swimming 
is that it draws the blood 
into your intestine; 
when you start exercis¬ 
ing, according to this 
notion, the heart is un¬ 
duly strained because 
muscles need blood too. 
The fact is that as you 
start exemsmg. the cir¬ 
culation to the intestine 
shuts down and the 
blood goes to the mus¬ 
cles 

The most you might 
get if you exercise after 
eating is a stitch ui the 
side But cramps don't 
seem to be related to food 
at all There is tlie eye¬ 
opening case of an 
American swimmer who 
gorged herself on a 
hamburger, four candy 
bars and a Coke just 
fore a 1968 Olympics 
race and then went on to 
break her own world re¬ 
cord immediately after. 

Of course, this isn’t to 
suggest that you feed 
yourself a huge meal be¬ 
fore your next race. A 
heavy meal can cause 
severe discomfort if you 
follow it up with atare- i 
nuous activity. I 
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SPORTING LIFE 


Lost Match In Hard Court 

Gregory Woods (27) was charged by the Missouri 
police for carrying a concealed weapon and 
hauled before the court of judge William 
Comgan But the judge refused to hold trial until 
the accused who came to court attired in tennis 
shorts and T-shirt went home and put on long 
pants "What do you think I am running here, a 
tennis court’" queried the judge who gave Woods 
20 minutes to change and then sentenced him to 
2 years’ probation 

Land & Game Notice 

“I intend laying poison on my land at Upper 
Calvary, for foxes"-Edwfard Fox 




The Breeders Cup reaches even greater 
stature as the entry from the 
planet Mongo arrives. 


The early bird catches the worm 

















OUMV 


2 7 MAY Boris Becker 
and Jimmy Connors 
complete straight set 
victories while last 
year's runner up Mikael 
Pernfors bow out of the 
French Open tennis 
tournament at Pans On 
the other hand, men’s 
top seed Ivan Lendl and 
women's second seed 
Steffi Qi af advance to 
the third round of the 
tournament 


2 8 MAY Goa wins the 
sub junior national 
football title, beating' 
Bengal 4 3 in the 
tie-breakei after being 
locked 1-1 at the end of 
regulation lime and lO 
minutes of extra time 

2 9 MAY Seeds at the 
French Open tennis 
championships remain 
on the victory line as 
Martina Navi atilova and 
Ivan Lendl followed by 
Chris Evert and Miloslav 
Mecii bounce back to 
form Ivan Lendl 
defending champion 
comes back from a 2-4 
defif it in the first set to 
win it in a tie breaker at 
7-6 


3 0 MAY Boris Becker 
beats Henrik 
Sundstrom of Sweden 
6-1.3-6, 6 2, 6-1 to reach 
the fourth lound of the 
French Open On the 
other hand. Qabnela 
Sabatmi of Argentina 
becomes the first player 
to move into the pre 
quarter finals 

The women’s second 
seed, Steffi Graf of West 
Germany, playing on 
the sixth day of the 
Grand Slam clay-court 
tournament, beats, 
Helen Kelesi of Canada 
7-6, 6-2 


3 1 MAY Rajasthan club 
wins three points 
when they beat Police 
Athletic Club by one goal 
to nil in the Group A 
senior soccer League 
match on the East 
Bengal ground 

Mike Tyson pounds 
fellow American 
Pinklon Thomas to 
defeat with a spree of 
ferocious hooks and 
uppercuts to retain his 
World Heavyweight 
Boxing crown 
Britain’s Kcviii Forster 
times two hours 13 
minutes 53 seconds to 
come home seven 
.seconds cleai- of Goran 
Hogberg of Sweden and 
win the Stockholm 
Marathon 


1 JUNE Top seed and 
defending 

c hampion Ivan Lendl of 
Czechoslovakia wins a 
foul hour Marathon 
encounter, stretc-herl 
ovei two days against 
Joakim Nystrom of 
Sweden to reach the 
quarter finals of the 
French Open tennis 
championships 

Morten Frost of 
Denmark beats 
compatriot Ib 
Fredenksen to win the 
singles title in the 
Kennex Cup 

International badminton 

Invitational 

cliampionship 


2 JUNE South African 
born Alim Lamb, 
dropped by England for 
the first Test against 
Pakistan, respond with 
lus first century of the 
season for 
Northamptionshire 
against Kent 


Get reliefs cornfort and warmth 
during 

Winter 

Summer 

& 

monsoon 
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ACROSS 

1 Racing champion starts wi th 
a saint and comprises a 
conllicK?) 

4. Wimbledon champion 

between the Wars comprises a 
straight line and a right angle 
(6. 1) 

8. Two zeroes in the same match 
(4) 

9. The youngest Indian to play a 
Test match (41 

10. Racing course in England 
founded in 1711. comprises a 
circle and a near-circle (5) 

11. Woman tennis player from 
Czechoslovakia returns (4) 

12 American middle distance 
runner for the USA. who was 
17 when he ran the mile in 
under four minutes, 
comprises a loop (4) 

13. Cricketing 'Lion of Kent' of 
the 19th century (41 

15. Nightwatchman century 

scorer against India. 1377-78 
(41 

17, Woman champion at 

Wimbledon between the Wars 
has a maternal start (6. 1) 

DOWN 

1. Tennis scoring term (3) 

2. A wicket IS dangerous for 
batting when it is? (31 

3. Woman jockey in India is not 
'out'at the end (7) 

5 Former Indian Test cricketer 
of the late Forties comprises 
the Egyptian sun god (71 

6. Swedish tennis player ends in 
a Hindu religious incantation 
(7) 

7 Bowler who made his debut 
for Australia against India in 
1977-78 comprises a princess 

(A d 


14 Former England captain of 
the Fifties ascends (3) 

16. This Khan. one of the richest 
men in the world, is also a 
race horse owner (3) 
Excellent: 18*16, Good: 15*14, Fair: 


QUESTIONS 

1. Which cricketer of India has 
'Omprakash' as his middle 
naine7 

2. When did India and West 
Indies clash for the first time 
in a one-day international? 
What was the result^ 

3 Who has captui-ed Sunil 
Gavaskar's wicket (in Tests) 
for the highest number of 
times‘d 

4. Who won the fi rst world 
surfing title‘s 

5. What IS the distance invol ved 
in Tour de Franve^ 

6. What IS ‘falling IcaF^ 

7 To which country docs 
heavyweight boxer Alfredo 
Evangelista belong? 

8 How long did the first 
successful swimmer take to 
cross the English Channer' 

9 What kind of a bowler was 
Trevor Bailey^ 

10. When was the running 
commentary of a cricket 


SOLUTION 368 



, match broadcast for the first 
time7 

ANSWERS 

1. Ashok (Omprakash) 

Malhotra 

2. In the 2nd Prudential Cup at 
Edgbaston on Junes, 1979. 
West Indies won by 9 wickets. 

3 Imran Khan and Michael 
Holding (11 times each). 

4. Bernard Farrelly (Australia) 
in 1963, 

5 4,000k m. 

6 A type of ‘free kick’ in football 
in which Didi {Waldii- Pereira) 
of Brazil specialized 

7 Italy 

8 21 hours 45 minutes 

9 Fast-medium nght-arm 
bowlei' 

10 1927 (Essex vs Now 
Zealanders at Leyton) 


QUESTIONS 

Arrange the following 
tournaments according to their 
chronological order- 

1 Rovers Cup (Bombay) 

2 Sir Ashutosh Mukherjne 
Memorial Challenge Shield 

3 Ranji Trophy 

4 Wimbledon Championship 

5 Davis Cup 

6 Ben son and I led g-es Cu p 

7 Irani Trophy 

8 European Champion Clubs’ 
Cup (football) 

9 Tour de France 
10. Swaythling Cup 

ANSWERS 

1 Wimbledon Championships 
(1877) 

2 Rovers Cup (1891) 

3 Davis Cup (1900) 

4 Tour de France (1903) 

5 Swaythling Cup (1927) 

6. Ranji Trophy (1934) 

7 Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee 
Memorial Challenge Shield 
(1941) 

8 European Champion Club's 
Cup(1956) 

9. Irani Trophy (1980) 

10. Benson and Hedges Cup 
(1972) 
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THE GUARDIAN 
BOOK OF CRICKET 


EDITED BY MATTHEW ENGEL 


ALL ABOUT BiHAVIOUR 

LEADER 

C ricket is the gentlemen’s 
game, run by gentlemen, 
pla.yed by gentlemen, written 
about by gentlemen. Thus the 
overwhelming reaction to Kerry 
Packer, who is not a gentleman, 
was the kind of spluttering rage 
you get when lads from the local 
comprehensive drop bubblegum 
wrappings in front of the pavilion. 
How can one have anything to do 
with chaps who don’t know how to 
behave? 

Geoffrey Boycott did not join 
Packer -though he had that 
lucrative chance. Mean, moody 
and magnificent as usual, he 
decide^l to hang on and help his 
country and his county For his 
pains, a few weeks ago. England 
liumihatingly denied him the vice 
captaincy for the Australian tour 
Now Yorkshire has abruptly 
sacked him as county captain 
alter eight years That decision, 
sudden and unprophesised. came 
on Friday, two days after the 
death of Boycott's mother. (Those 
who follow his career closely 
know how deep and abiding his 
family ties were.) Of course, say 
the county, the captaincy decision 
was a ‘dreadful second blow'. But 
the i-elevant committee meeting 
was scheduled and Yorkshire 
can’t mess around with the 
^:heduled committee meetings. 

Put the incident, for a second, 
against the public school ethic of 
British cricket. The treatment 
meted out to Geoffrey Boycott 
would seem cruel if visited upon a 
stray mongrel dog. the merest 
tyke in a Leeds back alley. To find 
the most brilliant and prolific 
player Yorkshire has produced in 
a generation treated thus is 
simply nauseating. Here is a game 
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which throughout the summer 
has harped on about loyalty, 
decency and gratitude—which 
has hounded players like Dennis 
Amiss who. towards the end of 
their career, decided that these 
virtues alone didn’t pay the rent. 

But what of those, like Boycott, 
who decided in the end to stick by 
the establishment definition of 
loyalty*’ Of course Boycott is a 
prickly characler Very few 
outstanding talents in any walk of 
life are bland yesmen And, of 
course, Yorkshire have not been 
outstandingly successful through 
his eight years (How could they 
be when the team he inherited was 
in tatters and when traditional 
pride prevented overseas 
signings*’) But Yorkshire, and 
Boycott, have slowly recovered. 

The county now has some of the 
most praised young players in the 
country At which i*ecovery point, 
the architect of recovery is cast 
aside. Already the calls for him to 
lie 'loyal', to be a man’ in the face 
of adversity are starting. No one. 
considering the crass 
insensitivity of the past few days, 
should pay a moment’s heed. 

Cricket in general—and 
Yorkshire cricket in 
particular—looks cheap and nasty 
this morning. The league of • 

gentlemen make Kerry Packer 
seem like a compassionate saint. 

2 October 1978 

PHOTOFINISH 

LEADER 

F this goes on. the county 
lumpires will soon be demanding 
the prohibition of photographers, 
or at least of the telescopic lens, 
cricket graunds At Lord s on 
Sat u rday. with Hcndren raniiGt]^ ' 
for the crease, the wicket-ke||jt’r j 
threw the wicket down. but the 






umpire did not raise the 
heavenward-pointing hand; 
Hendren escaped But yesterday 
the ‘Daily Express' published a 
photograph which shows that, 
with the wicket already clearly 
broken. the tip of Hendren’s bat 
was a foot or more outside the 
crease. That an umpire, with one 
eye on the wicket and the other on 
the batsman, may make a mistake 
in the hurry and scurry of the 
game is quite intelligible, but all 
the .same our whole s.ystem is built 
up on the assumption that his 
word IS final, be.yond criticism, 
and certainly not to bo exposed in 
all the nakedness of error b.y a 
super-judge who cannot err. All 
our games ai‘e full of such 
possibilities, and therefore we 
agree to put them out of our, 
minds and to remit all doubts and 
differences to a referee, an 
umpire, a touch-judge, or a 
linesman We even frown upon the 
ardent partisan who. looking back 
over the yoai’s to some famous 
match, tells us that the result was 
not what history says it was, 
because ho knows that a catch was 
not really made or that a try was 
scored which the referee 
disallowed In a big lawn tennis 
match they have not only an 
umpire but a man in a basket 
chair to watch each line, and still, 
if this new fashion grows, the 
camera may come along to prove 
that the single point that was 
wanted for ‘set-match' was really 
won when the linesman declared 
the ball was out As for the lives of 
League referees, they would not 
be worth living at all if they had to 
submit their decisions about 
offside to the judgement of 
camera Fortunately the 
photographer can rarely foresee 
the critical second when his 
instrument may be able to show 
itself superior to human 
fallibility From the 'Daily 
Express' photograph we get a 
glimpse of the mental torments 
which, as keen followers of one 
side or another, we should endure 
if we realised the truth about the 
i incertainties of every game But a 
r bmpse is enough, it makes us all 
41i more content to ‘leave it to the 
' ec 
2Jun»i I.-. 


FRANK KEATING 

SEOFF BOYCOTT 

I T was appropriate that 
Worcester was the setting for the 
Old Warrior to be buckling on his 
armour for his 21st campaign 
Worcester is where romantics 
demand the cricket season should 
start, for it was there that all 
touring teams traditionally began 
their summers in England. This 
year it was Worcestershire versus 
Yorkshire and Geoffrey Boycott 
The Saturday morning sky was 
a startling hazy blue that made 
the Cathedral’s bold and beautiful 


outline more dramatic than any ' 
stage-designer's cut-out. Tlie sun 
was warming fresh and the old 
pavilion newly white-washed. 
Alas, the irony—the week’s rain 
made even squelchy cricket 
impossible until teatime. And 
yesterday was a wash-out. 

Boycott, it goes without saying, 
was first in the nets. The night 
before he had driven from 
Yorkshire and went early to bed 
after a supper of mineral water 
and cheese. Not Perrier but 
Ashbourne, he insists, ‘because 
it's English' In the same breath, 
instead of, say. Wensleydale. he 





prders ’a hunk of that Dutch 
cheese'. You never know quite 
where you are with Geoffrey. 

He was up early After cereal, 
stewed fruit, a g'lass of milk and 
the ritual hot water and K’lnseng. 
it was over the Bridge smartish so 
that it seemed only the 
gi’oundsnian had got there before 
him. 

Twenty-one .years ago this 
month the squinting, bespectacled 
gawk had been given a lift from 
Kitzwilliam to Bradford to play his 
first match for Yorkshire He 
opened with Brian Bolus First 
balI he .square cut for four, second | 


ball he was out. 

Now. 42.269 runs later, he was 
going through the post-breakfast 
rituals again. Net underpants on. 
box tied round the slim midriff, 
net flannels on; net pads—straps 
cut to exact length—briskly 
buckled; Elastoplast twirled 
expertly round the bottom joint of 
the right thumb; net gloves on. 
Hair combed, cap doffed, white 
rose badge exactly so. Then it was 
up with the Slazenger bat and off 
with urgency across the soggy 
field to the artificially surfaced 
i nets 

I An even grander old man leaned 



on the wicket gate and watched 
him stride across the field. Basil 
D'Olivera. now the Worcestershire 
coach, shook his head in wonder 
and laughed. ‘Look at him. Have 
you ever seen him looking fitter? 
ni bet you old Fiery will be 
playing for England again one of 
these days. You mark my words ' 
Basil shook his head in grudging 
tribute and laughed again. 

You never know. Boycott has 
served one year of the three-year 
ban from Test cricket imposed 
after he took part in last Spring’s | 
private tour of South Africa I last 
saw him bat in the Calcutta Test 
16 months ago--will that be his 
last Test‘> He was out cheaply in 
both innings, batting, as Wisden 
reports, ‘with unfamiliar levity' | 

He hooked in the first over, and 1 j 
remember thinking he must be ill j 

He insists he was poorly, and j 
pulls up his shirt once again to j 

show the scar that proves his lack j 
of a spleen. But, you suggest, he 
was fit enough to get out of bed j 

and play golf on that fourth day. ‘I 
just had to get out of the room, out 
of the cit.v-centre Bernie Thomas, 
the physio, told me to get as much 
fresh air as I could You ask him.' 

Then he levels you with his 
Coventry-blue contact lenses 'Do 
you honestly think that Geoffrey 
Boycott would rather play golf 
than play in a Test match? Anyone 
who knows me the tiniest bit and 
who thinks that must be totally 
crackers’’ 

He wa.s in South Africa again 
this winter. ‘Yes. earning my 
living as anyone else is entitled to 
do Of course I’m against 
apartheid. Do I have to go through 
it with you again"^ It’s ail in my 
book, the book that saved the tour 
of India. Page 203—I detest the 
system of apartheid just as I detest 
C^ammunism; yet I confess I would 
love to go to Russia or China for a 
visit. If that’s illogical, it’s no 
more illogical than the stand 
taken by governments who trade 
with Communist countries, or 
have diplomatic relations with 
regimes they publicly frown 
upon. .So why should sportsmen ' 
always carry the can?’ 

There are 70 county cricketers 
playing in South Africa this i 

winter They are made to feel. J 

S5 


says, like pariahs while no end of 
English businessmen are out 
there looking td get the Queen's 
Awai-d for Industry. Boycdtt and 
his cricketers feel just slightly 
aggrieved at the illogic of the 
Lord’s ban when a leading Cricket 
administrator spends his holidays 
in the Republic and when another 
has business links there. 

‘You tell me what’s the 
difference*? Why one law foi' them, 
another for us? Now. if you will 
excuse me. I’ve got some more 
work to do ’ And in the nets 
alongside the silvery Severn, the 
' Yorkshire bowlers queue up to 
satisfy once more this original, 
stubborn, self-absorbed and truly 
astonishing old soldier’s appetite 
for batting. 

2 May 19S3 

ENTHUSIASTS 

A n Australian student. Gordon 
Rudolph Piper (23). found with 
his throat cut at his lodgings at 
Coleswood Road. Harpenden. and 
who. while awaiting the arrival of 
a doctor, dictated his will to a 
fellow-student, was stated at the 
inquest at St Albans yesterday to 
have given as one of the reasons 
for his act that ’Australia lost the 
Test.’ He died in the St Albans 
Infirmary. 

It was stated at the inquest that 
Piper was a graduate of Adelaide 
University and held a B.Sc. 
degree. He had been studying 
problems connected with soil 
science, and held a two-year’s 
travelling studentship under the 
Commonwealth Council of 
Scientific and Industrial 
Research. Australia, being 
engaged at the chemistry 
department of the Rothamsted 
Laboratory. Harpenden. 

Alan Jones Pugh, another 
Rothamsted student who lodged 
at the same house, said that after 
Piper had been discovei'ed with his 
throat cut and was awaiting the 
arrival of a doctor he dictate his 
will to the witness, who wrote it 
down, and Piper signed it. 

’Mums 1930 

K M EARLY two hundred people 
pl?. waiting outside the Oval 
f no last night foi' the opening 
i 1 1 ’ i rd day’s play in the Test 


match to-day. Armchairs were 
carried out of near-by houses, and 
in them many of those waiting 
made themselves comfortable. 

The first in the queue last night 
was a girl who had with her a 
travelling-rug. umbrella, book, 
and some sandwiches. She told a 
reporter ‘This will be the last day 
of my holida.vs and I am 
determined to end them well. I am 
very fond of cricket and 


sometimes play with our local ' - 
team. This is the first tiine't idiisli" ^ 
have waitod^l night to 
cricket match. 1 shall stay hshs 
even if it snows.' ' 

By 1.30 this morning the queue 
was fifty yards long. A ft«sh 
breeze did not chill the ardour of . 
the queue-sitters; though they 
welcomed the enterprise of 
vendors of hot tea and coffee. 

Professional sitters’ were fairly 







numerous. The highest payment 
so far seems to have been a pound. 
which had been offered by a 
visitor from the country, who 
appeared before midnight and 
wanted a place kept till 7 a.m . 

Id August 1930 

OUR tONDON CORRESPONDENCE 

A resident of Marylebone who 
has been seeing the people 
queueing outside Lord’s cricket 
ground late at night and early in 
the morning says they look like 
displaced persons He protests 
against the absence of any 
provision for the hundreds who 
choose to wait all night—no 
shelter, no sanitary 
arrangements, no canteen, and 
not much sympathy from the local 
shopkeepers. Possibly the local 
authority thinks that if people are 
fooUsh enough to queue up all 
night for a cricket match they 
deserve what they get, but 


perhaps the M C C does not know 
what goes on outside its gates 
One of the oldest spectators 
to-day was a man of eighty who 
sa.w his last Test match over fifty 
years ago. He admired the skill of 
the batsmen and fielders in the 
present match, but would hear of 
no comparisons with the giants of 
his youth—A C MacLaron. W G 
Grace, F.R. Spofforth. and G .J 
Bonnor. The last time he saw a 
Test match at Ixird’s. he recalls, 
most of the men in the crowd wore 
morning dress and there were few 
women. A pint of beer cost 
twopence instead of the present 
price of two shillings, and a 
five-course luncheon was Is. 6d. 
To-day an austere three-course 
meal costs five shillings 

29Jun* 1948 

NIKKI KNEWSTUB 

T he only statistic not recorded 
in the cricketing Wisden grew 
by one .yesterday when Mrs. 


I 


Mildred Rowley was granted a 
decree nisi because of her 
husband's excessive devotion to 
cricket. 

Mrs. Rowley was granted the 
divorce in Wolverhampton divorce 
court two months after her 
husband, Mike, aged 46. left home 
to live in Stourbridge Cricket 
Club's changing pavilion, But he 
was not in court to hear his 
17-year-old marriage terminated. 
He was in Devon with 
Stourbridge, who. under their 
touring name of Worcestershire 
Marauders, were playing Torquay 
Cricket Club. 

Mrs. Rowley, aged 51. a 
n ursing sister of Wolverhampton, 
said ’Cricket was not just a hobby. 

It was a total obsession. I'd just 
had enough of it I don t mind the 
game, at first 1 used to go and 
watch But 1 object to it being the 
be-all and end-all in my home. 

‘Mike could tell you who scored 
what years ago, and what the 
weather was like at the time. But 
he could not remember my 
birthday unless I reminded him. I 
am not playing third fiddle to any 
cricket club If I never hear the 
word cricket again, it would be too 
soon for me. ’ 

Mr Rowley works as a sales 
manager for a steel company in 
Smethwick, and is living in the 
cricket pavilion while he waits to 
be rehoused He has been the 
club’s scorer for 21 years, and has 
missed only one match. That was 
the time he went to Headingley to 
watch a Tost against the 
Australians. 

He conceded that Stourbridge 
Cricket Club was the main reason 
for the divorce. He said before 
yesterday’s hearing: ‘Cricket is 
the only life for me I don’t blame 
Mildred. I have to put my cricket 
before my family I have been 
stopping at the pavilion on and off 
since the mid-l970e ’ 

Asked in Torquay to comment 
on his divorce, he said; ‘Really, 
there is nothing more 1 can say. I 
can’t stop—we've got to get on 
with the game.’ A member of the •. 
team said: ‘It’s all right, he'll be .... 
joining the other four divorcee Uf' > 
the club. It’s just the fact that the 
lads like their game.’ > 

26 August 19S1 
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I T startf. with a cricke- 
tei )ug^lin^ the por- 
mutatiuns when the 
chips are down Gradual¬ 
ly his luck chang’QS Ho 
j does well for a start. 

I then even liettei In his 
} attempt to keep the 
workinif environment at 
a near constant—my 
physics professor had a 
phiase for il ceteris 
paribuH- he recreates 
the tanpTihle and intangi¬ 
ble factors accompany¬ 
ing his previous suc¬ 
cessful performance 
The headband stays in 
place The pair ot gloves 
IB unchanged And the 
trousers miss a wash 
The superstition is born 
The impact is psycho¬ 
logical The argument 
that a cricketer must be 
at mental equilibrium to 
arrive at an optimum le- 
turn in performance 
cannot be discounted if 
you are going to worry 
yourself to a psyoholo- 
gicBl vulnerability over 
the missing red sucks 
when the bowler in 
striding into his final 
leap, then the chance 
that you will muff the 
resulting sturke is high¬ 
er Your heart is like a 
little girl then and the 
brain submits to every 
whim 

Superstitions t elated 
to one's appeai’anee arc 
the most common Sunil 
Gavaskar makes it a 
point to wear something 
new for every match 
Greg Chappell refused to 
whiten his pads on the 
1077 tour of Kngland 
Norman O’Neill stuck to 
his favourite pair of old 
yellow socks Trevor 
Bailey was at ease when 
Yiot wearing the Eng¬ 
land cap Ken Mackay 
nut his left sock and loft 
on first, walked to 
loft of his partner 
never changed his 
n the pavilion, 
Ktiv if his side was 


in a spot of bother Len 
Hutton, Jack Hobbs and 
Greg Chappell religous- 
ly sti apped their left pad 
on first Allan Lamb bat¬ 
ted in the same shift in 
which ho scored runs 
And Graeme Wood kept 
to the .same gear. 

Numbers often irk 
cricketers Keith Miller 
feared the score.87 as it 
was 13 short ot a cen¬ 
tury Test umpire David 
Shepherd stands on one 
leg when the score is 
111 . sa2 or 333 
Richard Hadlee is a little 
uneasy about batting 
when his personal or 
team score is 111 Eldme 
Baptiste prefers it if he 
i.s not stranded on 4S 
South African cricketer 
Athol Rowan would not 
step out of bed on Friday 
the 1.3th 

Brearley's team to Au- 
stralia in 1970-79 
seemed to have figured a 
way out of the 111 
dilemma all the team 
members were in¬ 
structed to lift their feet 
off the ground More 
oRen than not. as they 
discovered, the score 
was passed without 


further loss 

Some superstitions 
range from the accept¬ 
able to the weird Colin 
Cowdrey would stand in 
the England dressing 
room fully nude except 
for an England cap 
Allan Border does not 
shave during a match 
Viv Richards never 
stops chewing gum on 
the field Ken Barring¬ 
ton makes it a point to 
emerge from the right 
side of bed each morning 
and use the exact num¬ 
ber of strokes while 
toothbrushing himself 
each mormng 

Uerek Pringle does 
not read the newspapers 
during matches Mike 
Whitney gives the ball a 
kiss before running in 
for the first delivery of a 
match Shaun Graf sits 
still in the pavilion if the 
batsman preceding him 
in the order is at the 
crease Doug Walters re¬ 
members the locker ho 
uses at various grounds 
and goes back to them 
the next time he plays at 
the venue 

David Capel never eats 



i^uck befoin ■ 

a pair of 

Itrst tims tn hii 
the followihg di*y^ 
Jonathaii A'gfkaw 
squirms about using ifc 
marker at the stsrt of 
his bowling run up. In* 
stead he scratches but a 
line with hiS spikes 
“Not all groundsmen are 
pleased," he confesses. 

Zaheer Abbas* avoids 
crossing the incoming 
batsman and leaves only 
after the dismissed play¬ 
er has entered the pavi¬ 
lion ‘Zed’ was resigned 
to his failure in India in 
1979-80 He had re¬ 
ceived an anonymous 
letter befoic the first 
Test pixjphesying that it 
would be an unsuccess¬ 
ful series for him. 
Zaheer was convinced 
that he was under the 
influence of ^ magic 
spell Towards the close 
of the series he recieved 
another letter This time 
the writer announced 
that the spell was being 
Lifted Zaheer was over¬ 
joyed 

Writers too have their 
strange beliefs David 
McMahon confesses that 
the sheet has to come off 
the typewriter if the first 
sentence of any article 
he IS writing contams ah 
error He also makes it a 
point to wash his hands 
before playing any 
sport For no partianltU' 
reason, he says. Ah4y 
O’Brien jitters at the 
thought of having to 
wear green for any 
match Rohit Brijnath le 
more at ease if the”l51‘ 
patterned on the gutting 
of his tennis racquet 
facing his opponent tA 
the other end of 
court. 

1 guess I might as 
un cross my fingsfk' 
now. '‘f 










The 

very name spells 
excitement^ 

ft 
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Kawasak rBajaj KB lOO- 

You -'in d/isQ rnie it to work. 



V.tluo 1(v dioiu" 
tor yr ,ir s 


Kawasaki-BajajKBIOO. , 

‘The toughest, raciest, safest motorcycle of them all. 

Japanese technology effectively adapted for Indian roads." ’ 

The KB 100 is brought to you by Baj&i, India's premier 
two and three-wheeler cwnpany, and Kawasaki, theJapao^ 
high technology giant K»wsaki has naiJedftistoiytiO^^^- ■ 
making the fastest m^|p^|e in the worid..',, ■ ; 

TheKB100cotn|^p¥ie'celebrlif4^^ . 

Bajaj's countrywide netvimtjf sales, senrke * 

dealers. At each centre, dfe^picsspecially'tr|lh;i^gfe'-^ 
•factoiy ensure that your is maintaij^ih®^^- 
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m soon be on the 
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IS soon to unfold ituring 
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dethroned'^ Will Ivan 
Lendl at last be- able to 
win the world’s greatest 
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By THshanku 


T he fair-haired, 

well built foreigner 
looked at me in 
disteiste. “No, I am 
not going to say 
emything to you,” he 
said. “I am even denying 
that I am an official of 
the Argentine Football 
Association (AFA). 

‘That’s all right with 
me,” I shrugged. “At 
present, only I know 
youf true identity. If 
you refuse to talk to me. 
I’d pass on the word and 
within 15 minutes the 
entire press corps will be 
here.” 

The foreigner wrung 
his hands in 
helplessness "Why do 
you have to pick on me?” 
he shouted “Now tell 
me. what exactly do you 
want with ine*^" 

“That’s more like it.” I 
grinned “Just tell me 
your proper designation 
with the AFA and also 
what exactly you were 
doing in Calcutta and 
Cuttack all these days*^” 
“Well, I am a vice 
president of the AFA,” 
the foreigner admitted 
“And as for my trips to 
Calcutta and C utt ack, 
well, I had to undertake 
it after it was announced 
that Maradona is likely 
to play in Calcutta You 
can say it s a kind of 
reconnaisanci! tri p ” 


Is Maradona 
Coming 



situation.” 

“That’s true," I said. 
“But I doubt if Mohun 
Bagan, East Bengal or 
Mohammadan Sporting 
can pay Maradona the 
fees he is accustomed to 
get from the Italian 
clubs." 

“1 don’t agree with 
you,” said the official. “If 
you have the football 
fever, you become 
capable of doing 
anything. So I came 
here, looked around and 
talked to people.” 

“What did you find?” I 
asked 

“1 am a bit disturbed,” 
said the IFA official. 

“You see, my meetings 
with the players, 
officials and spectators 
taught me one thing. It s 
not the money or 
Maradona playing in 
Calcutta league that 
worries me. I only fear 
that he may become like 
one of the local players " 

“That’s good,” I said 
"Shows he can get 
acclimatised quickly " 

“1 am not talking 
about that." said the 
official “It’s the mental 
attitude 1 don’t want 
Maradona saying he 
won’t be available for the 
World Cup matches 
because he’s playing for 
East Bengal or Mohun 
Bagan ” 


“That’s interesting," 1 said “But why are you 1 “Why should he say that?” 1 asked. 


playing bodyguard to Maradona‘S” 

The AFA official sighed ”We have to do it.” he said 
“Maradona is some kind of national treasure and we 
have to take such precautions. ” 

“But not in India.” 1 said “He’s just coming to 
Calcutta to play a match. What will happen to him’S” 
■’There are all kind of rumours.” the official said. 

T mean, about Calcutta football, the top teams’ 
politics and all that. So our association thought 
they’d better be careful as far as Maradona is 
concerned." 

"You are still talking in riddles.” 1 admitted. 

“I will put it to you straight,” the official btigan. 
“You see. we have heard about the football fever in 
Calcutta and how the top teams scramble for 
acquiring top players, I mean, someone told me they 
atop at nothing except murder Naturally, wc- were 
worried and wanted to know about the existing 


"Ask your players and official s , ” shrugged the ! 

official. j 

The club comes first to them. They prefer playing 
for clubs rather than playing for Bengal or India, 
and they adopt alkkinds of tricks to achieve this 
kind of thing.” 

I thoughtfully nodded. “You have a point,” I said 
“Maradona has no such problem with his Italian 
club,” said the official. “He can easily join the 
national side, practise with the boys and give off his 
best. But once he is in Calcutta. .. 1 shudder to 

think of it.” 

“What do you propose to do then’^’’ I asked j 

"I’m sorry to disappoint millions of fans." he said 
“But I am recommending to my association not to 
let Maradona play in Calcutta. 1 don’t want him to 
join the ranks of Babu Mam and co ” 


5 




$POT REPORT 


England-Pakistan First Test 

A Draw in Bad Weather 


Bad light and rain, the traditional spoil-sports at Old 
Trafford, Manchester, robbed the first Test of 
several hours of cricket. So it’s over to Lord’s. 
Trevor Bailey reports 


O N a truncated first day 
England reached a 
satisfactory 145 for 3, which 
c-onsidering they had been at 
one time 132 for 1. could have 
boon better On the other hand if 
Imran Khan had been fit to bowl,it 
would certainly have been worse 
The big surpi'ise was that Imran, 
having won the toss, should put 
England into bat with such a 
limited seam attack at his 
disposal, unless he misread the 
pitch and feared what Gatting's 
three seamers might do 
Although the wicket did give 
some assistance, neither Moshin 
Kamal nor Mudaasar Nazar were 
sufficientl.y accumte Tim 
Robinson celebrated his return to 
the international scene with an 
impressive and undefeated 62. Bill 
Athey featured in a useful 
opening stand of 50. without ever 
looking convincing. Mike Gatting 
look heavy toll of some loose 
bowling, and the unfortunate Neil 
Fairbrolher, making his Test 
debut, was leg before to an 
inswinger for a duck, playing no 
stroke 

The Pakistan captain’s mistake 
in not taking first strike became 
more apparent on the .second day. 
which finished with England 402 
for 7 Robinson moved steadily to 
a solid 162. nightwatchman 
French hit a bright half century, 
and thoug-h Botham’s gay 48 took 
over two hours, it was in tact 
made oft only 69 balls, which 
underlined the extent to which the 
fielding side deliberately slowed 
down the game In the 90 minutes 
after tea they shulfled through a 
miserable 15 overs, while one lost 
count of the number of players 
, who left the field and were 

W-—.... 


replaced by substitutes Without 
thc' pace of Imran, the Pakistan 
bowling looked mundane and I 
was left .wondering why Mudassai' 
should have sent down 37 
unrewarded overs tor 133 runs, 
while Tauseef onl.v bowled 20 
which cost 38 runs and also had 



Tim Robinson: A typical fighting 
knock 


Botham caught on the boundary 

A delayed start and an early 
finish, owing to the weather, 
restricted the amount of cricket 
possible on the Saturday This 
naturali.v pleased the tnunsts who 
by now could onl.y achieve a draw, 
while It frustrated England who 
i-eached 447 and then snaiched 
two early wic kets Hope.sola 
breakthrough on a sluggish pitch 
were pi-evented liy Maiisoor 
Akhtarand Miatidad But lor once 
the latter did not prcKluce a major 
inning.s He attempted an 
ovei'ambitious stroke off Botliam. 
who was operating at inediuni 
pace, and was caught b.v the 
keeper standing up, for only 23 

A combination of bad light and 
rain ended pr oceedings with 
Pakistan 93 tor 3 Unless the pitch 
deteriorated over the weekend, 
they would need to bat vci .v pcKirly 
to lose 17 wickets ui the 
remaining two days But as 
things turned out the weather 
only permitted one abbreviated 
session on the Monda.v in which 
time Salim Malik was brilliantly 
run out by the athletic De Freitas. 
Imran almost became his second 
run out victim and Manscxir was 
caught at short extra cover off the 
outside edge as he tried to push 
drive Edmonds through mid 
wicket. At stumps the visitors 
were 140 for 5, 108 runs from the 
safety of avoiding the follow on, 
but still leaving England with the 
daunting task of capturing 15 
wickets on a final day which never 
materialised as the Mancunian 
monsoon simply flocxled the whole 
ground and the match was 
! abandoned as a draw 
1 With so much time lost through 


Kiil/hii nVinMtM>ntarua 


It was Miaiidad's first 
nternational failure this summer, 
falling to Botham for a low score 

ram il wa.s iinpussiblr tonivuan 
accurate assessin* iil of tlic two 
protagonists Howovci', on tho 
limited evidencf Kngland can 
afford to go into t tie second Test 
jonfident as the Pakistan attack 
without Inirun laek.s the 
ncoossary {Jenetrat loii Also tlie 
«sitor's batting is short oii 
jxpenenee If the Lord s pitch has 
some life and pace, iny money 
would be on an F’ngland victory 
But in recent years it has tended 
lO become both slower and slower 
IS the game progveases In Ihesf* 
rfrcumstancos another draw 
would appear to be tt.n most 
probable outcome, especially as 
:here must bt> something of a 
question mark against England's 
xjwling 

Although Foster and De Freitas 
are two lively and improving 
pacemen. they lack the extra 
speed of most of the West Indian 
bowlers of recent years who had 
;he ability to blast out opposing 


batsmen even on slow pitches 
This finiigs mo to Ian Botham who 
IK clearly capable of doing a 
wntainingjobat mtKliuin pace 
and will pick up the cxx-asional 
wjic ket as Basil D'Oliveria once did 
for England The difference of 
course is that Basil wtis the 
fourth, and not the thud seainer 
;t.K Botham is now This being the j 
case, there may b«? some reason to ; 
think of bringing in Graham 
Dilley Assuming of course that 
he IS fit, which would mean eit her 
leaving out a batsman or one of 
the two spinners 
There is no doubt that John 
Emburey and Phil Edmonds are a 
fine pair of slow bowlers. 

I Arguably the most accomph.*^ !led. 
certainly the most experienced 
spin duo in the world In these 
circumstances it might seem 
strange that the idea of splitting 
them up should even be 
contemplated However a look at 
their respective records in Test 
cricket might well reveal a 
different picture 
At the start of the summer, 
Emburey has played in 37 Tests 


Patrick Fagar ; 

and ha.s taken 97 wickets at 30 ' 

apif'cc Edmunds has played in 41 
Tests and has taken 106 wickets 
at33apiei'»‘ In othei'words. , 

neitlier .ivorages three wickets per i 
Test while t here strike rate in j 

U-rms of wi-' kets jx^r over is very 
low 'riiough in terin.s uf runs ja-r 
over both have been extremely 
econonucal As a result liie odds 
must be against either producing 
mate'll winning figures Whicli 
brings me to Pakistan's Abdul 
; Qarlir, whoat his best has ■ 

certainl.y ht'en a bnlhanl, if ’ 

unpredictable, attacking spinner 
Kngland batsmen like West 
Indian, who wei e routed by Qadtr ; 
last winter, are vulnerable against 
lugii class w ristspin, be'cause they j 
.seldom encounter it ; 

In these circumstances, end 
providing the pitches are; .o* iixi ! 
slow, the Pakistan leghreak and , 

googly bowler ('ould prove to be 
the key figure in the senes Ht' I 
certainly IS a m.vst cry bowler But I 
on this occasion the big mysteiy is j 
not which way the ball will turn i 
but whether ho will in fact be able ! 
to get goi ng riffh t away I 





BACK FROM THE 
FRONTIER! 

Patrick Eag^ar was present at The Oval, Trent Bridge 
and Edgbaston to see England just edge past Pakistan 

2-1 in the Texaco Trophy 
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Facinfr pag:e: The 
Pakistani Josh is evident 
once more; Mudassar 
Nazar bowls David 
Gower at Edffbaston. 
Salim Yousuf attempts 
to do a Beamon 

Right: Miandad, 71 not 
out at Trent Bridge, 
turns Botham for the 
winning run 

Lower left: The sky may 
be the limit for Ian 
Botham but here he is 
caught by Mohsin 
Kama] off Tauseef at 
Trent Bridge 

Lower right: Miandad 
makes his fatal mistake 



at 113 at The Oval. 
caught Lamb (not in 
pic), bowled Dilley 





Left: Propped up by 
Mudassar’s 45 and 
Miandad's 113, Pakistan 
put up 83S at the Oval. 
Th e former dismisses 
Botham from his 
presence 

Below: Pakistan 
supporters grive umpire 
Ken Palmer an 
impromptu heanng: at 
Edg'baston 

Facing pa^re; Eventually 
the series is decided in 
England’s favour; 
Thomas and Foster 
exult after hitting the 
winning run in the 
dficider at Edgbaston to 
the obvious 
disappointment of 
Wasim Akram 

Mike Gatting prepares 
for a swig from the 
celebratory drink. De 
Freitas is all humour 
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Left: The throw is direct 
_ and Rameez Raja's - 
ungrrounded bat leaves 
no chance of a reprieve 

Lower left: Imran Khan, 
heimeted for off-spinner 
Emburey, lifts a straig:ht 
six in his Trent Bridge 
innings of 21 

Lower right: Chris 
Broad Hashes a bit of the 
copybook stuff while 
driving Tauseef Ahmed 
during his Oval 99 

Facing page: Pakistan 
supporters go 
souvenir-shopping after 
England is beaten at 
Trent Bridge 

Not everyone was as 
lucky at Edgbaston; 
constable no. 8757 
managed to intercept a 
stump collector 























GUEST COLUMN 


Master of bat and 
barbecue 

David Gower’s portrait of Test discard friend Allan Lamb 


T owards tiio end 
of England's tour 
of Australui it was 
quite a pleasant 
chang:e to be housed in 
Sydney,not in a hotel I'oi' 
onoe hut in apartments 
out at Bondi Junction 
Wc had excel !enl views 
of most of Sydney that 
counUs —at least to us 
itinei-anl Poms and a 
change of atmasphere, 
including a lot more 
room space 
Under these 
circumstances I came to 
be sharing with one 
Allan Joseph Lamb, of 
Western Province, 


Northantsand England, 
accompanied by his 
lovel.v wife Lindsay For 
some reason they 
claimed the double bed 
and left me to fend for 
myself with the two 
singlGS--a problem 
immediately solved by 
emptying the suitcase 
over one of them 
The idea was soon 
born that to utilise this 
new-found space a small 
drinks party should be 
held up there on the 
14th floor for a few 
friends A good time was 
had by all, and after a 
good night’s kip, the 


SCG bec koned, and 
another one-day contest 
with Australia 
Thus It was that, not 
quite 24 hours after 
bidding gixjdnight to 
the last persistent 
guests, Lambie was 
liappily accepting the 
Man of the Matcli awaixl 
from Tony Grog (who 
had also been on 1 he 
14th floor) after taking 
those 18 runs off Bruce 
Kcid’s final over, tci 

Lamb in action during 
this summer’s Texaco 
Trophy against 
Pakistan 


snatch victory and keep 
England in the hunt for 
the Woi ld Series Cup It 
has to be .said that 
Ijambie gave more credit 
to Bollinger than to 
himself in achieving a 
remarkable foal, which 
Iierhaps reflects some of 
the man's attitude to life, 
make 1 he mos' of what 
opportunities one has 
It would lx- a mistake 
to accuse him of not 
taking his rricket 
seriously Ever since the 
F]nghsh Press dubbed 
him 'Soutli African-born 
Allan I,amb' he has 
struggled to prove 








Nor have / seen anyone work harder 
to prepare for the challenge than 
Allan in West Indies in 1986, when 
our demon bowling phenomenon, 
*Fred* the bowling machine, was 
wound up fast in an attempt to make 
Marshall and company appear as 
medium pacers 


himself as Eng’lish as 
the next man, and no 
one should ever dovibt 
his commitment to 
playing cricket for 
England. He has always 
been utterly aware that 
his place of birth means 
that to many born and 
bred Englishmen he 
must prove himself to be 
three times better than 
any Englishman before 
they can accept him. 

If one needs proof of 
his capabilities one has 
only to check the scores 
against A J I.amb's 
name in the 1984 Tests 
against West Indies, 
principally, and Sri 
Lanka Thr ee times he 
passed the hundred 
mark against Clive 
liloyd’s men. and once 
more for gixid measure 
against Sri Lanka at 
j Lord’s Ijike the famous 
I 16-run final over, those 
I can rievt r bt' (a ken away 
j from him 

I Sadly, his figmes in 
I Test cru'ket do not 
! match tlie talent that 
has so often bt-un 
displayed in Cape Town 
and Northampton. The 
man has destroyed 
attac;kB all over the 
woi'ld with the same 
kind of arrogance at the 
crease of all the world's 
lop players. 

Following his resting 
from the Test team last 
summer, Northants 
were allowed the benefit 
of his services to their 
full extent, and those 
who saw him take 
Sussex for 157 to win 
the match will rarely 
have seen a better 
innings for punishing 
strokeplay. 

Nor have 1 seen 
anyone work harder to 
prepare for a challenge 
than Allan in West. 
Indies in 1986, when 
our demon bowling 
phenomenon, ‘Fred’ the 
bowling machine, was 


wound up fast and often 
on any strip of eonci’ete 
available in an attempt 
to make Marshall and 
company appeal'as 
medium pacers Again 
the figures do not reflect 
that work, and somehow 
the odd windsurfer came 
above him in the final 
statistics. 

Even in Australia the 
figures wall not bear out 
the contribution that 
Lambie makes to any 
side ‘Indefatigable’ is 
not an easy word to spell 
or say at the best of 
times, so I wouldn’t ask 
him to try it, but 
indefatigable is very 
much what he is. Rarely 
do you see him low or 
moody, or lost for 
words, or unable to find 
humour in any 
situation. He is the 
original ‘good tourist’, 
guaranteed to maintain 
his own and others’ good 
spirits through most 
pitfalls, no matter what 
sort of struggles he may 
encounter on and off the 
field. 


How many players 
would have given up 
before the start of that 
final over in Sydney‘S 
Come to think of it, how 
many players would 
have been capable of 
enjoying the pleasures 
and satisfactions of both 
those evenings and quite 
happily switched 
non-chalantly between 
the two? 

The man is devoted to 
the sport through which 
he earns his living, and 
aims to continue in that 
vein for some time to 
come Apart from the 
odd moment of serious 
contemplation of what 
the fut I: re might hold 
for ex-South African 
England Test players, 
Allan lives for each day 
as it comes He is always 
■ eady for new 
challenges, and we have 
learnt to ski over the last 
few years. I have pushed 
him underwater to 
discover scuba-diving, 
and he still has the odd 
second or two on me in 
pace down the Cresta 


run. (I can only say that j 
his extra few pounds | 
weight advantage on the | 
ice is still just enough. I 
at least until l ean get I 
round Shuttlecock j 

quickly enough.) i 

Lambie also brings to I 
this country some of the 
best aspects of African 
life, as master of the 
barbecue, from the 
marination of the meat, 
through the spitting | 
thereof, up to the , 

carving the eating f 

(accompanied by | 

suitable quantities of j 
decent claret, as a I 

properly educated I 

Englishman). Mind you. ' 
he is the only man 1 
know who, as host of a i 
barbecue, has been 1 

forced to leave for j 

stitches in his finger I 
after an initial probe to i 
test the readiness of the ! 
meat It is said that it | 
took quite a long time | 
for him to realise that ,’ 
the blood was A. J. j 

Lamb’s and not that of j 
the lamb on the spit. At { 
least by the time the ! 
latter lamb was really | 
done, the bigger Lamb i 
was back again in one I 
piece, and the party j 
continued unabated. j 
With any luck, AJ will j 
be allowed to continue j 
for England for a while j 
yet. He remains a highly ! 
talented and motivated | 
player who would dearly j 
love to catch up on some | 
of those runs he feels he ! 
still owes England He I 
will always be a large j 
part of the enthusiasm ! 
and happiness of any | 
side for which he 
plays—but. as evei, the j 
selectors will prefer to | 
see runs in the book. . 

Let’s hope for all our 
sakes that this year will 
see them in abundance 
Players and spectators 
will enjoy the year all 
the more. 

Wisdon Cndcet MontMy 
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Tk^ To Side 

A hot Delhi summer, spectator disinterest, primitive 
methods of timing events and below par 
performances were the highlights of the meet. 
Pradeep Paul beat the heat to watch Indian athletes 
make a final attempt to bag a trip to the Asian Track 
and Field Championships at Singapore 


S IX-THIRTY in the morning 
18 a time best left to joggers, 
milkmen and newspaper 
deliverymen Not exactly 
the best time to expect people to 
congregate in numbers to watch 
an athletic meet. Especially when 
the venue is New Delhi and the 
standard of athletics on show is 
merely national 

It was not surprising, therefore, 
that the Railways Masters 
Athletics Meet held at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium 
during the first weekend of June 
failed to grab public interest. June 
is not exactly the best month for 
outdoor sport. And an 
exceptionally hot summer 
oert^nly did not help matters. 
Delhi vyae sweltering in 42°C plus 
temperatures, and the organisers 
df the meet were forced to resort to 
hreaking^r^p the day’s proceedings 


into two parts in an effort to beat 
the heat 

The morning session, held fi iim 
six-thirty to nine a m , was 
mainly reserved for the decathlon 
and heptathlon events while the* 
evening session, from six to 
eight-thii-ty p m , played host to 
the individual events But 
regardless of this division, it was 
still a pathetic number that turned 
up on both days to watch our 
national athletes go through the 
events. 

The main chunk of the sparse 
gathering that graced the stands 
were fellow-athletes and officials 
The rest were members of the 
fourth estate who were assigned 
to be there or just sibling sports 
enthusiasts who watched their 
national heroes perform with rapt 
interest. The genuine sports lover, 
who took the trouble of making it 


to the stadium, were few and far 
IX’lwtH^n 

Perhaps it was the oppressive 
heat or was it just a glut of 
athletics that kept the fxiople 
away'^'l’lie athletes, unconcerned 
alKiut the general disinterest, 
were really giving it their best 
siiot in an all-out effort to make it 
to the team that will repi esent 
India in the forthcoming Asian 
Amateur Athletic Meet at 
Singapore That, at the end of two 
day of hectic competition. only 
nine athletes have met the 
standards laid down by the AAFl, 
is a sad reflection on the state of 
Indian athletics. 

The third place of the Seoul 
Asian Games being the yardstick 
for selection, seven more athletes 
joined the Kerala duo of P.T. Usha 
and Shiny Abraham who had 
already reserved their Singapore 






j tickets at the Kaciiant Masterr. 

I nie<!t held the fnevious weekend 
! While it was‘’X|H>elefi tluit our 
I women at hletes Vandana 
■ Stianba^i' Vandana Hao Ashwini 
! Nat'happ i and Siitiy 
I Joseph wi'iddjoui ttic'ir two 
j ilhistnou.-: teuinmales it was 
I quite a pleasant sur pnsi- when 
j threfoloMi male athletes also 
I made the Ki’iide WilhKH 
Mahanto runnm^’a well planned 
I 8 (K)m toquiild'y. strons'inen 
i Balwander.Sniph and Manjit 
j Snifrh luiaved their wav inluthe 
j Bijuad While li.il winder showed 
S'lnit* of his old lorni with the shot 
put. if was a wek’uiiie .sip-ht to .see 
Maii.pt knoc k thecpialilyinp: mark 
in the di.seu.s 

With 1’ T Usha and Shiny 
Abratiam .stay nip out of their pel 
events, it wa.s left to the ot her pirls 
to bnnp 111 liie timinps worthy of 
note, And respondiiip to the need 
to the hour w'ere Ashwini 
Naohappa and Vandana Shanbag- 
While neither of t hem were able to 
break the qualilyinp barrier in an 
individualeapacity, then- 
combined effort with Hany Joseph 
and Usha in the 4 l(K)m relay 
was poexi enough to stay well 
below the qualifying mark of 45.4 
seconds. For the 4 x 400m relay, 
Sany Joseph made way for the 
long legged Vandana Rao and the 
quartet was again good enough to 
clip the qualifying mark of .^.41.5 


by .5 8 .seconds 

T he oiiii rgence of A.shwmi 
Nachappa as a lop class 
sprintei' i.s probably (lie best 1 lung 
that has happened to Indian 
athlflK'.s since Usha tfK>k usall t>v 
storm A compact build, which 
obviously pac-ks a very high 
percentage of white fibre muse le 
and a c-omix-titive edge, combine 






N. Annavi came back into the 
reckoning with a new national 
record in the high Jump but still 
wasn’t good enough to merit 
automatic selection 


P.T. Usha (259) ran a determined 
lOO metres to leave the Nachappa 
(251), Shanbag (253), Joseph 
(346) trio floundering in her wake | 

i 

to make her the first women i 

sprinter who has the makings of | 
an Asian from runner While her i 
200m run wa.s fast, she was O 5 of | 
a second over the qualification j 
mark And in the glamour | 

event the 100m run-she was 
just unfortunate to come up 
against a very determined Usha j 

Rcac’tmg very strongly to hints in 
the national press that she stayed I 
out of the sprints at the 
Mangalore Open and the Ranchi ; 
Nat lonals because she is afraid of | 
the new crop of sprinters, Usha | 

ran one of her best 100m runs to i 

tinu‘11 6 and leave the Nachappa. ! 
Shanbag, Joseph trio floundering ; 
in her wake ' 

One couldn't but help feel a j 

pang of sympathy as M. D. j 

Valsamma gave up the chase 
about 60 metres into the lOOni 
sprint and limped ofl tlie track 
with a wry smile Having done 
yeoman (okay, yetiwoman) service 
for the country. Valsamma is now 
reduced to fighting for the lower 
berths And with her failing to 
complete the 110m hurdles in the 
required time of 13 9. one may- 
just have seen the last of this lion 
heai'ted runner Having slipped 
from her international status a 


17 










couple of years agfo, she has stuck 
to the sport in spite of criticism 
and tried to make a comeback 
But, now, with her 14 2 stxjonds 
yet to ffet hei‘ into the Singapoi-e 
squad foi‘ the higrh hurdles. 
Valsamnia may just call it a day. 

A mong tlie three men who 
qualified for Siiiffapore at this 
meet. Mahan to scraped through 
equalling' the qualifying mark in 
the 800 metres Taking the lead 
from Budhwa Oraon late into the 
race, Mahan to surged into the 
tape to clock 1:50 40 IfMaharito 
only just about made the grade, 
the burly Balwinder Singh had no 
problems putting the shot a gcxid 
0.48 metres clear of the qualifying 
mark of 17.50m and Manjit Singh 
spun the die^us to a distance of 53 
metres. That was well above the 


The 1.500m for men just failed to 
produce impressive timings 
Maybe Bagioha Singh’s dropping 
out took the pressure off the other 
runners 

,52 80m qualifying iiarricr 
While these athlete.^- are 
readying themsclws for the 
Singapore meet, there are others 
whose fate hover in the balance 
Having found the strict Seoul 
Asiad third pkiwie timing keeping 
all but milt! ofourathletfis cooling 
their heels, the selec'tion 
committee of the AAFl are 
ctinsideniig changing their 
cut-off point to the fourth place 
performance 
I f that does even tual ly 
materialise, there will Ijc quite a 
few others walking around witli 
wide smiles While Valsamma will 


be giv<‘n another i haiicc to make 
her comeback, Suman Kawat will 
relish the oprK}rtunit.\ to try her 
luck at the 3(>OOm in which she 
won bron7,e at Seoul Triple 
jumpers MiiraJi wdio had missed 
the qualifying mark of 15 76 by 
the proverbial w)iisker- -0 01 of a 
inetif^- at thc(>arlu.'r masters' 
meet somehow tailed to find that 
form and could only manage 
15 30ni Hut if aji.yone .should be 
given a chance, it is this man He 
hfis shown that he has the 
jiot,cntial to match the qualifying 
mai k on his day 
N Annavi.the much heralded 
but erratic high jumper.was back 
in the limelight aftci' some time, 
.lumping fluently, he had the 
pleasure of bettering his own 
national mark by O 02 metres but 
was still not good enough to merit 
St 'eclioii His 2 14m is far below 
the required 2 21 rn. Yet another 
athlete who should have been in 
the squai:l but for his impetuousity 
IS Vijaypal Singh Needing just to 
clear his persfinal best of 5.00m to 
quaJify for the Asian 
championships, Vijaypal should 
have used some of his earlier 
vaults to get his confidence up and 
then gone for the big one. Instead, 













I ht st’t lh< bdi dt 01 diicl (let idl'd 
tofjo foi bit'ki' from lus fust v lult 
I Itself He paid the pi lee and nim 
hope's that the AAII s! u k« ii tlu ir 
seJ<*itioii level 

Iheif wen others wholM'tt* t' I 
mtion i) len ids in tlu u qut si ‘ i 
sell tlion The latest unit foi 
I worm n athletes thelODOOm hao 
created some i onti ovt i s\ at 
Ranchi when sonu of the i iiniii is 
fell exliauhteU ind wi 11 ill I hi i e 
was a ti am of thought t hat i o OOO 
metres was too long foi wonu n 
But the AAFl has p<*i sisted ind 
this masters meet saw Nandii 
Jadhav carving a nit hi lor hi f self 
m the Indian ICC Old books as she 
timed 36 M 1 niinutesIntake 
almost seven minutes off the 
Ranchi record of 4 3 33 3 sit by 
Poonam Taneia But even th<it was 
not enough to got her selet ted In 
the same boat is V ijaymala 
Bhanot who equalled tfie i ecoi d 
for the women s discus with a 
thi ow of 45 96 but still missed out 
on a Stngapoi e tic ket 

All photographs by Raiesh Kumar 
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W Firn one does feel soi i v for 
iht athletes wh > h nt Ix'tteied 
r dtional marks but siil aikd to 
quolil V it |ust ope \ ■, oin eyes to 
tht sen I y state of Iiicluiii athU tics 
W ith interiidtion >1 compi'titicm 
b( mg the end t biective of inv 
at hh te it c ei t.ui .v dia sn t speak 
\i ly well foi Indian athletics 
when the qualifying standai ds in 
quite a few events are higher than 
oi I national te oids 
'’’lu time has come w hen the 


Ashwim Nachappa (inset) pips 
Vandona Rao to the tape in the 
200m run but the timing was not 
gocxl enough to get her selected 

AAI 1 ind tht goveinment h ivi to 
set louslv c onsidet what the v 
ixpi tt from then athletes Thm 
IS a limit human ondeavoui can 
a< hit vf Aftei that it is k ft up to 
scientific training methcxls tx^tUi 
facilities avaihbilitvol piojxr 
ti ac ks (stadia) and pi imarily the 
usage of model n equipment It is 
absolutely pathetic and 
iinfoi giveable that in tht 30th 
century India still usisoidinaiv 
liand opei aled stop watclu s at 
then ma)oi athletic meetsvihen 
selec ting i te*am lo* an 
intei nation il evem I hi A Ah I s 
excuse that a) tl« v havi no oin 
capableot op“i.iting thetliH-tionic 
tiniLi and b) its usage is 
expensive is both laugh ible and 
pitiful Pei haps an apt i efk c tion 
of tht contused working of the 
AAFl 

















LONDON NEWSLETTEN 

England vs Brazil 

A Game For Ihe 
Connoisseur 

T he Brazil-England ico last summer. The tors in every continent British game. Sir Stan- 
international at other leading stars were for many decades, are ley’s sheide must have 
Wembley was an either on duty at home intact. The present revelled in the evening’s 
Aladdin’s cave of in domestic competi- youngsters, with an spectacle, 
soccer riches. There was tions or performing for average age of 22, It Ukes two to tango, 
pace, vision, dribbling their European clubs. proved themselves and England, especially 
skills and exquisite pas- The new combination worthy heirs to a in the first half, were 
sing such as we had not was untried in harness mighty tradition magnificent. They were 

seen this season. The and there were doubts in Brazil, England and at their best Doing the 
technical virtuosity was the local press about Scotland are meeting for things they know: paa- 
breathtaking at times whether they had the the Stanley Rous Cup, sing directly and using 
and a full house of class to cope with a named in memory of one their wings to keep the 
92,000 went home in rapidly improving Eng- of FIFA’s outstanding pulse beating Not only 
raptures land XI. At the end of personalities and once a the crowd's, but also the 

This was supposed to ninety enthralling mi- leading influence in the Brazilians’ defence 
be a Brazilian second nutes the message came Peter Beardsley and 

team made up of the through loud and clear: England’s Peter Reid Chris Waddle kept their 

country’s Olympic the wonderful Brazilian slides into the tackle I markers very busy in¬ 
squad and leavened by flair; the liquid move- watched by teammates deed The former 
four players from the ments that have cares- Chris Waddle and Tony showed an electrifying 
World Cup side in Mex- sed the eyes of specta- Adams (extreme right) burst of speed in the 




Peter 
Beardsley 
delivered a 
dream cross 
which was 
thundered 
into the goal 
by Gary 
Lineker’s 
flying header. 
It was a goal 
with class 
written all 
over it 

30th minute on the left 
as he rounded the back 
and delivered a dream 
cross which was thun¬ 
dered into the jfoal by 
Gary Lineker's flying 
header It was a goal 
with class written all 
over it Conceived and 
executed with panache. 
England I Brazil 0 
Would this be the begin¬ 
ning of an English ava¬ 
lanche'’’ The home side 
had maintained con¬ 
stant pressure on the 
visitors, who. if the 
truth be told, had stood 
up well to the battering, j 
The cheers were still j 
echoing around Wemb- ! 
Icy w'hen a beautifully 
weighted long ball was 
played from deep in the 
Brazilian defence onto 
the path of Muller who 
burst through the En¬ 
glish wall and sent in a 
low centre Shilton in 
goal oul.v got a hand to it 
and Mirandinha, ideally 
placed, banged it into 
the roof of the net. Eng¬ 
land’s lead had lasted all 
of a minute. At the inter¬ 
val the teams were 1-1. 

T he Brazilians truly 
came into their own 
in the second half. Their 
understanding and con¬ 
fidence grew and with it 
the frequency of their 
attacks. They began to 



dominate the midfield 
and their striker Miran¬ 
dinha caught the eye 
with moves of exception¬ 
al skill and effective¬ 
ness He is one of the 
new faces that could be¬ 
come a major force in a 
Brazilian side of the fu¬ 
ture 

Then there were Silas, 
Josimar and Muller. 
Carlos in goal All World 
Cup players, who blos¬ 
somed in the night air 
and gave glimpses of 
their abundant talents. 
At the final whistle, it 
was Brazil who looked 
distinctly more thre¬ 
atening, but the general 
view was that the 1-1 
result wafi a fair one as 
neither side deserved to 
lose. I would agree. The 
chemistry of contrast¬ 


ing styles had provided j 
a splendid spectacle and 
the sporting .spirit in 
which the match was 
played added to the en¬ 
joyment. And if the soc¬ 
cer was good, the spirit 
m which it was played 
was exemplary 

My own view is that 
the Brazilians were the 
best team in the Spanish 
and Mexican World 
Cups of 1988 and 1986. 
With just a slice of luck 
at the critical moments 
they could have carried 
off the trophy on both 
occasions Contrary to a 
popular notion, their de¬ 
fence is excellent as. 
without doubt, is their 
play upfront Indeed. I 
would think, the Brazi¬ 
lian defence in 1970, 
when they last won the 


World Cup. was weaker 
than those of recent 
years They conceded a 
goal first in almost ev¬ 
ery round and some 
were simply too ridicu¬ 
lous for words. 

But their attacking 
play, particularly their 
finishing power, with 
Pele, Tostao and Jair- 
zinho, was lethal. They 
could end a game hitting 
their opponents with 
three, four or five goals 
and literally tear them 
apart, as they did Italy 
that year in the final 

No Brazilian side since 
then has matched such 
murderous finishing. 
Therein lies the rcal dif¬ 
ference between the 
macstros of 1970 and 
their successors 
Prwiwn Addy, London 







TURF VIEW 


Be Brave And 
Go For the Dancer 


T he Bang'alore 
Colts Trial Stakes 
the second of the 
Summer Classics 
supposedly used to have 
a Jinx on it once At least 
that was what the rarinpr 
media got the general 
public to visualise 
When top class horses 
like Red Cockade 
Almanac and Ai istocrat 
failed to land the Derby 
after winning the Colts, 
the reason was 
invariably attributed to 
the fact that the hoodoo 
had done the trick 
again 

Of course, in recent 
years this fallacy has 
been obliterated by 
horses like Trac'k 
Lightning, Camino 
ChaitanyaChakram and 
Sir Bruce In fact in the 
last seven years since 
1980, the Colts Trial 
winner has won the 
Derby four times to 
suggest that its the 
winner of the Colts Trial 
that invariably wins the 
Derby 

This year, however, 
things look difficult foi 
the chauvnist breed On 
all form so far they 
appear to be well below 
their contemporaries of 
the fairer sox and 
whether they will be able 
to match strides with 
them in the Derby will be 
a debatable point Hence, 
to say that the winner of 
this year’s Colts Trial 
will be following the 
footsteps of the winners 
of this race in the last 
two years sounds a bit 
unlikely 

Five horses come into 
contention for this 


Cyrus J. Madan previews the 
Bangalore Colts Trial 
Stakes to be held this 
weekend 
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Trained by Vijay Singh and 
keeping alive the Calcutta 
challenge t Brave Dancer is a 
winner of two races from four 
starts, finishing second in both his 
other attempts 


swond Classic of the 
year Throe are from 
Bangaloi'o itself, namely 
Afncaan, Invincible 
Shot, and Waverly The 
twooutsfation 
challengci s being the 
Bornba.v based Kir Royal 
and the Calcutta based 
Brave Daneei 
On recent form, it 
lixiks as though the two 
out St at ion horses are the 
ones with the edge For 
one thing both are in 
< lass II as cximpared to 
their rtdveisones who 
are cui rently m class 111 
and IV I<et s therefore 
have a Iixik at each ol 
them before going into 
the hx-al trio 
KIR ROYALE 
By the late Grey 
Gaston Kir Royale 
represents the champion 
stallion b last cixip He is 
impel•cibly bread on the 
dam side tcxj as Fine’st, 
hismothei is a St Paddy 
mare while the 
grandam Fine Array is a 
winner of two races in 
France including a 
Group III race 
Trained b.v one of 
Western India's leading 
trainers Bezan Chenoy, 
Kir Royale is owned by 
Mr and Mrs Vyay 
Mallya The colt is 
unbeaten in throe starts 
and there can be little 
doubt whatsoever that 
he 18 a very classy colt 
His last victory was in 
Bangalore on Saturday 
June? when he won a 
Cup race for horses in 
class III by foui- lengths 
in superb timing It was 
the first time he had ever 
won over a distance of 
1400 metres and it was 
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also the first time that 
he had come from the 
back. On this ahowingr, 
the extra furlong in the 
Colts Trial should not 
pose a problem 

The only thing that is 
against him is the facH 
that he will be meeting 
Brave Dancer in the 
Colts Trial on level 
terms, whereas he 
received os much as 
seven kilos from him in 
his last start where he 
won by four lengths. 
Hence will he be able to 
beat Brave Dancer again 
on level terms is what 
remains to be seen 

BRAVE DANCER 

By the French stallion 
Ballo. Brave Daiicer is 
out of the Mr Mauritius 
mare Be My Guest Ballo 
is a son of that sire of 
sires Riverman and he 
has already made his 
impact on the national 
breeding sc'ene. On the 
dam side, Brave Dancer 
has quite a bit to write 
home about. His mother. 
Be My Guest, was 
herself a class I mare. 
Her first foal was a filly 


Trained by one of Western Indians 
leading trainers, Bezan Chenoy, 
Kir Royale is unbeaten in three 
starts and there can he little doubt 
whatsoever that he is a classv colt 


named Invitation A lilly 
with great pcitential 
bofon, her untimely 
death put an end to quite 
a cai'cer The grandam 
Minniohana produced 
the Classic winners half 
A Crown and Anekta 
Trained by Vijay 
Singh and keeping alive 
the Calcutta challenge 
he IS owned by Mr Babi 
Nobis He is a winner of 
two races from four 
starts finishing second 
in both his other 
attempts He is 
definitely one of the best 
three-year-olos Calcutta 
has seen in a while and 
although he was beaten 
by four lengths by Kir 
Royale in his last start, 
his performance 
brought him right into 
the Classic picture. 

Beaten four lengths 


while conceding seven 
kilos showed that he was 
one very classy colt, 
especially when one 
considers the fact that 
the race itself was run in 
a time of 1 mm 26 9 
sec - the fastest so far 
this season Mortiover. 
the third horse. 
Omnipotent, a colt with 
Classic pretentions was 
a distance behind third 
despite "eceiving nine 
kilt« These two things 
added together show 
that Brave Dancer has 
indeed got the potential 
and he just might have 
the edgre when he meets 
Kir Royale on June. 21. 

The three other colts 
in the classic picture are 
all from Bangaloi'e but 
of them Waverly does 
not come in too well 
when one considers the 




fact that he beat 
Omnipotent close to 
level weights whilst 
Brave Dancer beat the 
same horse a distance 
and that t(K> while 
giving him weigth 
Africaan who is a 
winnei' of two races 
from two starts won his 
lead up race to the Trial 
w'ell enough but the 
hoi se that finished 
behind him was the 
Calcutta based The 
Advisor Brave Dancer, 
if you will recall. gave 
The Advisor five kilos 
and beat him over four 
lengths in the Grand 
Annual .so that does not 
say too much for 
Africaan’s chances The 
third of the trio namely 
Invincible Shot is yet to 
have a run With just a 
week remaining for the 
Trial it looks unlikely 
that he will be able to 
give off his best without 
a run. 

Hence, in summing it 
up the race looks to be 
between Brave Dancer 
and Kir Royale and the 
terms in my opinion 
seem to be in favour of 
the former. 









rmuNts 


French Open 

Captivatioii On CHay 




I P its the French Open, 
it must be style. And 
what a fortniflrht of 
varying styles it was. 
Mats Wilander, static on 
the baseline, tirelessly 
looping forehands over 
the net, waiting for 
somebody else’s mistake; 
Boris Becker, 
wondering why his 
service didn’t work here. 
Skidding into his 
volleys, trying the 
baseline game but just 
not making it; Mecir, 
feinting and dinking, 
topspinning the ball 
miles into the air to the 
agony of the crowd; 
Lendl, sliding into the 
shale, body perfectly 
balanced, whipping that 
forehand with almost 
violent intent or 
dropping those volleys 
with par.adoxical 
finesse; Jimmy Connors, 
yeah Peter Pan was 
there too, with no 
service and an aversion 
to clay yet still counter 
punching his way into 
everyone’s hearts and 
the last eight yes, it 
was a marvellous 
fortnight. 

McEnroe. Cash, 
Leconte. Pernfors, 
Edberg tired, dusty and 
disillusioned left the 
Stade confused by the 
vagaries of clay. and 
their early departure 
made heroes of guys like 
Eric Winogradsky, 
Horacio De La Pena and 
Tarik Benhabiles. 
Connors, Becker, Noah. 
Mecir remained as 
attractions not threats. 
Wilander and Lendl 
adhering to prediction 
to reach the final. 


Landl’s Qeft) blistering 
forehand and total 
Aggression was too 
muoh for ths patlant but 
not so oonaiatent Mata 
Wllaniier (right) 






A study in mood: John McEnroe (left) depressed, 
disoriented and dejected after beinp upset in the 
first round by De La Pena; and a 
champagne-popping:, extremely deli|fhted Steffi 
Oraf after her first Grand Slam win 


The favourite on clay 
after Monte Carlo and 
Rome, Mats Wllander 
forgot his strategy as 
the match progressed. 
Inconsistent from the 
baseline, making only 
sporadic forays to the 
net, serving without 
purpose, finding no 
winning rhythm, the 
Swede never looked a 
champion The steely 
Czech, Lendl, hit with 
ruthlessly powerful 
purpose, gave an 
exemplary display of 
footwork, approach 
shots, return of serve 
and attitude. The man 
with th^^l luition game 
was,<|iM||[|^ree months. 


back in form Just in 
time to win his third 
French title 
The women were kind 
enough to give us bettor 
fare Mandlikova, 
married and secure, 
being the only one who 
disappeared early, 
perhaps in a hurry 
A little lady. Araxto 
Sanchez managed to 
■excite the fiery French 
crowd, with a gamut of 


strokes and a manner of 
play which for a 
15-.year-old was 
awesome 

The seeds, the first 
four, progressed and set 
up historic semi-final 
meetings Martina 
Navratilova 30 vs Evert 
32 and Sabatini 17 vs 
Graf 17 One half of the 
semi finalists half the 
age of the other. 


Lloyd. Queen of Clay, 
played listlessl.y for 
Martina to march 
through.Sabatini served 
for the match but Graf 
showed her what 
winning is all about. So 
now it was 30 vs 17 and 
at last youth prevailed. 
Martina served at 5-4 in 
the third set but Graf, in 
1987, is so hot that her 
eventual victory 
surprised nobody. 
Perhaps the crown has 
now finally been handed 
over 

P.S. In case anyone 
thought otherwise, 
Navratilova and Pam 
Shriver won the 
women’s doubles. Airain 








T he oddest thingfs happen in Paris. 
Three years ago, a tourist couple 
parachuted off the Eiffel Tower. 

Not very far from the shadow of the 
same landmark, there stands the 
original Statue of Liberty And in the last 
week of May this year, within shouting 
distance of the Tower, you would have 
spotted John McEnroe practising at am 
exclusive private tennis club in the Bois 
de Boulogne. Nothing unusual about 
that you might object.. .ah. but did we tell 
you that McEnroe had twenty four hours 
previously walked out of a match during 
the World Team Tennis final in 
Dusseldorf? 

It was the second time in the space of a 
crowded fortnight that the former world 
number one had walked off court before 
completing a match. On each occasion, 
he had cited an ailment as an excuse, but 
he obviously did not sound convincing 
enough. The day after McEnroe had 
stalked out of the WTT match in 
Dusseldorf. he was slapped with a $5000 
fine by the Men’s Inter national 
Professional Tennis Council the body 
that administers the Grand Prix tennis 
circuit. 

It was not the first time McEnroe had 
fallen foul of the MIPTC. but this 
confrontation has the most serious 
consequences as he now faces suspension 
if found guilty of a code offence. If the 
official investigation concludes that 
McEnroe has overstepped his limit, a 
suspension could be in the offing and the 
American has hinted that a protracted 
sentence could lead him to quit the game 
altogether. 

Just two days after the Dusseldorf 
incident, Wimbledon chairman Buzzer 
Hadingham stepped in to further confuse 
the already-speculative maze 
surrounding the vexing case of John 
McEnroe Versus The Tennis 


IVIcEnroe was 
forthright as 
usuai. they 
are out to get 
he 

explained, 
suppose they 
will invoke 
some rule or 
other in that 
book of 
theirs”. The 
IVIcEnroe case 
could bring 
about an 
MIPTC- 
Wimbledon 
cold war or 
worse 


Establishment. Hadingham, never 
counted among one of McEnroe’s closest 
friends and admirers, said that the 
American’s behaviour during the WTT 
match left him "speechless ”, adding tha*^ 
he was ‘‘sorry to see it happen again’’. 
Hadingham. ever the experienced 
diplomat, reminded news agency 
reporters (without mentioning McEnroe 
by name) that the right to refuse a 
player's entry is Wimbledon’s 
prerogative. Yet in the same breath he 
mentioned that taking such a step would 
be highly unusual, to say the least. 

It was the classic diplomatic coup. 
Hadingham, secure behind Wimbledon's 
power and stature, had sounded the 
warning to McEnroe, but exactly one 
week later. Wimbledon referee Alan Mills 
confirmed that McEnroe s entr.y liad been 
accepted. Of such convoluted 
manoeuvring was an Empire once 
conceived, formed., and lost. 

McEnroe was forthright—as 
usual—when talking to biographer 
Richard Evans about the incident. “If 
they are out to get me,” he explained, “I 
suppose they will invoke some rule or 
other in that book of theirs”. As things 
stand now the McEnroe case could.if 
pursued to its extreme conclusion, bring 
about a cold war or worse between the 
MIPTC (headed by Marshall Happer) on 
the one hand and Wimbledon on the 
other. 

Wimbledon is attached by a limp, 
largely undefined umbilical cord to the 
Grand Prix. whose rules state that all . 
tournaments on the Nabisco Grand Prix 
circuit are open to all male players, based 
on merit and without discrimination 
Hence, should the MIPTC try employing 
muscle on the McEnroe case, it could 
spawn a triangular, unpleasant 
confrontation that no one really wants. 
OavM McMahon 
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STEAL 

HIS 

CROWN? 

David McMahon 

doesn’t think anyone is capable of 
dethroning the champion 
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Not a sound, save the irreverent breeze 
Not a movement, save the unheeding- 
last-minute adjustment of a fidgeting 
courtside photographer Not a cough, for 
to behave in so callous a fashion at this 
moment, at this arena, would be alien, 
heretical For those few seconds from the 
time the umpire calls ‘Silence please, 
ladies and gentlemen ” till the server 
swings into action, the Centre Court 
atmosphere is akin to a soundless 
vacuum The silence does not last, it is 
not expected to The reverence li ves on 
This is Wimbledon, lemomber? 

Palm perhaps sweating slightly. 
gripping the racket a shade tighter then 
usual Feet balanced evenly, the weight 
shifting from one to the other as the 
adrenalin pu nips critically faster And 
then the wait is over, the first point 
played and won A new campaign is 
under way 
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A t a distance of sixty paces from his 
first round opponent next Monday, 
Boris Becker fires the first shot in 
defence of the most coveted tennis 
title in the world. A title he sought at age 
sixteen till he fi-actured his ankle and 
had to retire during his third round 
match against fourteenth seed Bill 
Scanlon. A t>tle he stole spectacularly, 
unseeded at age seventeen. A title he 
retained at the expense of the world 
number one player at age eighteen. 

Now. still a teenager at nineteen, he is 
nevertheless the firm favourite to win for 
the third successive year. When he 
stormed piast Kevin Curren in the 1985 
final (Curren had annihilated first John 
McEnroe in the qiiarters and then Jimmy 
Connors in the semis without losing a 
set) he was the first German, the first 
unseeded player and the youngfest to win 
the men’s singles at Wimbledon. 
Incredibly, the men’s champion was 
younger than Leonardo Lavallie, the 
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Becker’s WimMedoii record may be utiiqtieiy awesoi 


In what must 
be regarded 
as 

Wimbledon’s 
modem era 
only two men 
won three 
years ina row: 
Fred Perry 
and Bjorn 
Borg. Should 
Becker win 
again this 
year, he will 
become only 
theMrd 
player (since 
the abolition 
of the 
Challenge 
Round) to win 
three straight 
singles titm 


FRONTRUNNERS 

Ivan Landl 

27 ymra old. The world number one who lost 
six of his first seven Qrand Slam finals The 
world's most outstanding under-18 player of 
1978, winning {r titles at Kalian, French and 
Wimbledon Has not won a mi^or grass court 
title despKe reaching '83 Australian Open 
nnat and '86 Wimbledon final. This Is his 
ninth Wimbladon in *79. unseeded, lost first 
round McNamara. In 'SO, unsaeded, lost third 
round Dibley. In '81, seeded fourth, lost first 
round FancuH Dxinl play '82. In '83, seeded 
third, lost semis to McEnroe. In '84, seeded 
second, lost semis to third seed Connors. In 
'85. seeded second, lost fourth round to 
unseeded Leconte. In '86, top seeded, lost to 
fourth seed Becker m final. Is more than 
eager this year to prove he has the class to 
carry home a Wimbledon singles crown. 
AdmHs frankly that he wants to win this 
tournament. Is no doubt acutely aware that 
World Number One status is devalued with¬ 
out a whmor's reputation at the All-England 
Club 


STRONG 

CONTENDERS 

HmtI Laconto 

Flamboyant stylist who revives memories of 
the hak^n days of French supremacy and 
flair. Entertainer to the core, both on court 
and In the intenriew room Equal measures of 
Gallic charm and British wtt. Unseedad in '85. 
lost quarters to unseeded wirwier Becker, 
after beating second seed Landl In fourth 
round. Seeded seventh in '86, lost to fourth 
seed winner Becker In semis Said, grinning, 
he'll check Becker out in '87 linall 

PM CMh 

Best year '84 when unsaeded ha reached 
semis, losing to top seed McEnroe. Seeded 
sixth in '85 but lost In second reund to 
unsaeded Ricardo Acuna. Wild card entry In 
'88, lost to seventh seed Leconte In quarlara 


Winner of the junior Qrand Slam and the 
most likely of the Swedes to sucoaad on 
Vmmbladon's grass. In '84, unsesded, lost 
second round to twelfth seed Johan Krlek. In 
'85. seeded fourteenth, lost fourth round to 
eighth seed Kevin Curren. In '86. seadsd 
fifth, lost third round to unsaeded Mlloslav 
Madr. Winner of two Australian Open iHlas 
but overshadowed on the world drcuK by 
Mau WHander. Combines style and power 
with strength of temparamant Is capablo of 
much heroism on grass. Protrabiy the best- 
equipped Swede to topple Badrer 


Unaoeded In '84, retired in second round. 
Seeded twoNth In'K, lost lirat round to Tom 
Ouilikson. Unsaeded in'88. lost in quartere to 
fourth seed winnor Bedrer 

jonn ifiCMimM 

Winner In'81 dethroning Borg; In'83 mauling 
Chris Lewis: in '84 decimating Connors. 
Runner up '80 to Borg, '82 to Cormora. Last 
seen '85 making surprise exit In quarters 
despite top seedtog. wNppad to siralitot sols 
by eighth seed Curran. Didn't ptay '86. 
Supremely glltod. Highly oombualUo. Con- 
tamptuoualy IrnpaHanl of authority. Awesome 


ALWAYS 

INTERES1 

Jhnmy Connen 

Champion In '74 ai 
and McEnroe res| 
Ashe in'75. Borg in 
in '84 Seeded thirc 
to eighth seed C 
round loser In '86 w 
m four sets to un 
Would love to win < 
does not seem car 
his glittering careei 
13 years past his 
aged 22 he won A 
(ton and US Opei 
Number One rank 
strutter. Has not yal 
word 'quK' 

iRn ifMjfmv 

Consistent K not br 
sinoehls'81 debut, 
the round of aliitoi 
Umv In'81 and was 
The Yaw. B eade d ' 
third seed Connors 
six t eenth In 'U, k 
Becker in fourth rot 
loat to top seed Li 


Unsaeded to 'B4ji 
u ns eeda d Boon Oi 
'65. lost third rou 

ssswere^ess eawBe-e^a se^wr 

fifth set BeMed sb 
to u n seedad Rarm 










McEnroe, Lendl and Connors are now the 
elder statesmen of world tennis, but do 
they look capable of stopping Becker on 
grass? 

Mexican who won the junior event. 

Then too young to even drive a car 
legally in his native West Germany, the 
boy champion is now more at home with 
his extraordinary status. More 
acquainted with the media’s clamouring, 
incessant demands. More aware of his 
unique place in the game’s history. Is 
clearly the tournament’s top draw, 
despite the presence of the world’s 
number one player Ivan Lendl as well as 
former champions John McEnroe and 
Jimmy Connors. It 

18 —undeniably—Becker who will be the 
prime attraction of the 1987 
Championships 

The two stadium courte-MItourt 
Number One and Centre Court—will be 
Becker’s almost exclusive domain, in 


these are the men who could challenge the champion 


twatmg Rosawalt 
I Runner up to 
'78 and McEnroe 
xit lost semi final 
Sensational first 
sded third, he lost 
Robert Seguso 
ore but somehow 
ly longer, despite 
at Wimbledon. Is 
laaon (74) whan 
n Open, MAmble- 
ell u the World 
ash, bold, skilful 
ha meaning of the 


lAmbledon record 
mr tailed to reach 
yed tor Stanford 
iTP N e w co m er Of 
ilh in ‘84, tost to 
ih round. Seeded 


sded tenth in '88, 
quarters 


WATCH’EM CLOSE 

IfHIIBOl I WIIIVIS 

Took the tennis world by storm last year 
when he cams through unseedsd to the 
Frerrch Open final. Seeded thirteenth at '86 
Wimbledon and came through tour rounds 
before losing to fourth seed Becker 

Dsn Gohflw 

The most promising of a crop of young 
Americana. Had a good US Open in '86. 
where he tost to Ivan Lendl. No real pedigree 
on grass, but could have a good Wimbledon 
or two. Could be toe last American hero 

Eddte Cdwante 

Never seeded at Wimbledon, but couW do 
better than fellow South African Johan Kriek 
Lost second round '84 to Brad Qilbert Lost 
stKond round '8S to alaventh seed Noah. 
Lost fourth round '86 to tenth seed Mayotte 

AiMtora Jarryd 

Seeded tenth In '84 but lost first round lo 
unseeded Scott Davis. Soeded fifth In '85 
and had Ns best year, losing In semis to 
unsaaded winner Backer. Seeded eighth In 
'88 but tost second round to unaaedad Eddie 
Edwards 
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DARK HORSES 

Seott Dsvls 

Never seeded at Wimbledon Best year '84 
when he took second seed Lendl to five sets 
In fourth round Lost second round In '85 to 
fifth seed Jarryd. Lost first round in '86 to 
second seed Wllander 

Stobedan Zhrejlnovh: 

Impressive '85 debut, beating fourth seed 
Wilanriar In first round Unseeded In '86, lost 
semis to top seed Lendl m lour sets. Eccert- 
Irlc giant whose name defies pronunciation 
and whose service compensates for deficien¬ 
cies In grourto strokes and temperament 

Paul McNamaa 

Never seeded at Wimbledon. Lost first round 
In '84 to top seed McEnroe. Lost tNrd round 
In '85 to sixteenth seed Mayotte. Lost tNrd 
round in '86 to fourth seed B^er Nuggety, 
gutsy competitor 

Mato WMandar 

Seeded fourth in '84, tost second round to 
unsaaded Pat Cash. S eeded fourth In '85, 
lost opeNng round to unseedsd Zlvoiinovic. 
Seeded second In '86, tost fourth round to 
unsaaded Cash 


aoond round to 
MKtod aovenlh In 
m aaa d a d wtoner 


Has never lived up to Ns early promise, with 
only a smattering of grass court perform- 
anoas of note, none of them at WimUsoon. 
DU not play *84 and'86. Soodad aloventb in 
'86, toat third round to unaeedad Vltay 
Amritral 


Never s eeded H Wimbledon. Best year '84 
when he tost to iNrd seed Connors In 
quarters. Lost in'85 second round to sevento 
aoad Nystrom Loot in '68 second round to 
fifth seed Edberg. Dangerous, not lethal 


How 

signiffcant 
have been 
Becker’s 
Wimbledon 
achievements 
thus far? If 
the sceptics 
viewea his 
1985 title as 
an aberrationy 
his 1986 
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only two sets. 

He has 
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recogriition of his extraordinary track 
record on the grass courts of the 
All-England Club. The tournament 
committee schedules matches according 
to the populanty of the players involved 
and since the stadium courts (combined 
seating capacity 19.000) are the nerve 
centre of the tournament, it is customary 
that the top stars seldom play on the 
sixteen outside courts. 

In 1985, Becker had little to set him 
apart from the world’s top players. 
Though he had won Queen’s, he was 
unseeded at Wimbledon. But the 

Noah and Leconte lead the French 
challenge. Flamboyant, charismatic and 
talented... but unsuccessful so far at 
Wimbledon 


powerliililie 
playteTfUie 
mora likely he 
ietoeucoeed 


Becker, who 
stems from 


organisers, acknowledging the fact that 
he was among tiie most exciting 
prospects in the draw, scheduled 
Becker’s first round match with Hank 
Pfister (also unseeded) for Centre Court. 
It was a rare honour and one tbpi 
certainly did not escape the notice of Ivan 
Lendl. In 1984, the Czech-born Lendl had 
complained bitterly during the 
tournament that he was being made to 
play in the relatively obscui-e 
surroundings of Wimbledon’s fringe 
courts while, he pointed out. McEnroe 
and Connors seldom shifted from the 
exalted orbit of Centre Court and Court 
Number One. Of course, Connors snorted 
derisively and said, “Tell him to win this 
tournament before he grumbles”. 

It was just the sort of remark one could 
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expect from C!onnors, but the humour 
should not dlsgruise the factxial baais of 
his retort. Runners up have never been 
treated with quite the same respect as 
winners anywhere in the world, least of 
all Wimbledon. 

Becker’s first Wimbledon title came 
with a decisive four-set win over Curren 
in which the young outsider—for such 
he was—showed no signs of being under 
pressure. Halfway through that 
memorable encounter be showed signs of 
the soccer prowess that had once led him 
to hope for a place on the Bayern Munich 
football squad. While men older than he 
have been known to choke on the 
atmosphere of a Wimbledon final, Becker 
took everything in hie stride, including a 
high ball off a pass from a ballboy. Most 




last six 
W imMo don 
finals had one 
or maybe two 
distinguisliing 
factors; but 
only the 1980 
Borg- 

McEnroe final 
had the sum 
total of them 
all and was 
by de finition, 
truly classic in 
every respect 






other players would have let the ball go, 
but not Becker. He chested the ball down 
perfectly, kneed it up and then flicked it 
neatly back the way it had come. 

In 1986, the year of his second title. 
Becker was as irrepressible as ever. 

Having pounded Lendl in a straight-sets 
final, he chatted at the presentation 
ceremony with the Duchess of Kent as if 
entertaining royalty was something he 
did every other day. The Duchess 
remarked that Becker looked eager 
enough to win five Wimbledon titles like 
Borg and the young German, 
refreshingly ignorant of protocol, said 
with a grin "See you around for three 
more years then”. 

Of such mci dents are champions 
endowed with the special aura of legend. 

If Becker had done that and not won 
Wimbledon, he would have been just ' 

another entertainer But to exhibit a 
touch of soccer bravado and engage in | 
banter with a member of the royal family, j 
to do that and win two Wimbledons as > 
well ..now, that was special. 

T here is an element of debonair piracy 
in Becker's mental makeup When I 

Ion Tinac cautioned him about his ! 

outbursts on court, the young hellraiser j 
listened patiently to the lecture and then | 
calmly answered that he would control | 

his temper if Tiriac, a chain smoker, I 

agreed not to touch tobacco. The deal ! 

worked. Becker's court manners j 

improved and even after Tiriac went back 
to his endless packs of cigarettes, the 
Becker fury bubbled through less 
frequently than before 
How significant have been Becker’s 
Wimbledon achievements thus far? If the 
sceptics viewed his 1985 title as an 
aberration, his 1986 defence of the crown 
was so powerfully orchestrated a 
campaign that he lost only two sets in 
seven rounds. Should Becker win again 
this year, he will become only the third 
player this century to take three straight 
Wimbledon singles titles. Laurie Doherty 
of Great Britain won five successive titles 
between 1902 and 1906 and Tony ! 

Wilding four between 1910 and 1913 but 
they did so in the age of the Challenge 
Roimd, whereby the defending champion 
did not play through the tournament, 
but only appeared in the final. 

The Challenge Round was abolished in 
1922, thus ensuring that the holder of 
the title played right through the 
tournament’s seven rounds In what 
must therefore be regarded as 
Wimbledon’s modern era, only two men 





Cotar soon 


won three years in a row Fred Perry won 
between 1934 and 1936 and Borg 
eraiilated that feat between 1976 and 
1978, winning a total of five consecutive 
titles till John McEnroe stopped him in 
the 1981 final. Boris Becker already has 
a special niche in the game’s history, but 
a third win this year will elevate him 
instantly and permanently to the tennis 
hall of fame. 

The two greatest winning streaks at 
Wimbledon in the twentieth century were 
lecorded by Laver and Borg l^ver won 
Wimbledon in 1961 and 1962, was 
ineligible to play thereafter because he 
turned professional, but when the 
tournament went open in 1968 he 
returned and won that year and the next 
as well. He was not beaten at Wimbledon 
till 1970, when Roger Taylor beat him in 
the fourth round. Laver’s streak of 31 
matches without loss was equalled and 


It would be 
fiandyin 
terms of 
Mstorical 
value if 
Becker were 
to develop 
intoaplayer 
caiMUeof 
winning 
tournaments 
on a variety of 
pMng 
surfaces; it 
matters little 
if be foils 



surpassed by Borg who won 41 
conmcutive singles matches at 
Wimbledon. Becker has won fourteen 
singles rounds in an unbroken sequence 
so far and will no doubt be seeking to go 
even further. 

T O even talk of Laver, Borg and Becker 
in the same breath would be to do an 
injustice to all three Laver and Borg 
because they left behind them track 
records that look awesome from any 
point of view; Becker because he is only 
in his third season as a touring 
prol'essional Laver not only won the 
Grand Slam consisting of the P’rench, 
Wimbledon, US and Australian crowns: 
he did what no other had achieved by 
performing the feat twice, in 1962 as an 
amateur and in 1969 as a professional 
Borg never won a Grand Slam but he 
took the French Open on six occasions 
and Wimbledon on five the bitter 
disappointment of his glowing career 
record was the fact that he never won a 
US Open title, despite foui- appearances 
in the final. But Becker, it should be 
emphasised, was younger when he first 
won Wimbledon than either Borg or 
Laver, a singular achievement by any 
yardstick. 

The Becker arsenal is tailor-made for 
grass court tennis The booming service, 
the adventurously powerful dominance 
at the net, the willingness to experiment 
their sum total explains why Becker is so 
potent at Wimbledon. Artistry and 
patience, baseline strength and mental 
tenacity are the hallmarks of the clay 
court champions 

The grass court winner stems from 
another die altogether The more 
powerful the player, the more likely he is 
to succeed on a quicker surface. Bill 
Tilden, Ellsworth Vines and Don Budge 
hit the ball harder and more consistently 
than their contemporaries, each won 
Wimbledon. Becker, who stems from the 
same lineage, has always seemed one 
level higher at Wimbledon than he does 
on other surfaces The advantages 
accrued on grass b.v the big hitters in the 
Twenties and Thirties continue to hold 
g^xxl in the Eighties, so it is only logical 
that Becker should begin his 1987 
campiaign with a major psychological 
advantage over the other serious 
contenders. 


Jarrsrd, with a semi final berth in 1988. 
has turned in the best Swedish 
performance since Borg's dominance 





11 il istrufthdl B(xk*‘i hdh an educated 
I it»ht arm thi n if must sinulai Iv b«’ trur> 
tliat M< Kni (M> s U ft wr iht fias •! I'hl) in 
teiimt. artist IV Wi’n I askitl tor tuicise a 
hypotlu'tu al Winitilodon Inialisi 'noone 
dskiHl nrv oj'iiiuni but hfie it is .invwa’y) 
the aatuial noniin<viioii v\.oiilcl tx-John 
Me pjiiirx.' Despite his lust nmnd loss at 
the Fn n< h < ''pen despite his indiflei exit 
form .since his i oniebat k desiiite the 
threat of luilhei lines and patalk‘1 
susjiension ves it woiilrt tx'Meknioe 


W ilA'f’aeonteslthat vcould bo' Bch kor 
all awesome 1 lie and eiieigy 
Mt'Knroo all style- and gi ac e Becker of 
theerunehinK bai'-khaiid s< i viec return 
McKnroeofthi .subtH conloundiiig 
bent knee volley The sting-ing power of 
the Becker serve its residual bruise on 
flawless emerald tuif. theeoncealed 
sorcery ol the MeKni oe shc-e it s 
bewildering^ scorn ol gravity 

CM just such a confrontation wcjuld no 
doubt emerge' the classic Wimbledon 
final lor the purist to savour and cherish, 
for the traditionalist to compare and 
categorise When was the last time we 
had a truly epic men’s singles finaP Was 
it 1986, when Becker beat Lendl in 
straight sets*^ Was it 1985, when Becker 
beat Chirren in lour‘d Was it 1984, when 
McEnroe guillotined Connors in just 
eighty minutes'^ Was it 1983. when 
McEnroe beat Chris Lewis'^ Was it 1982, 
when Connors outlasted McEnroe over 
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five sets‘^ Wa.s it 1981 wlieii Me Enroe 
ended Borg’sama/,itig r«>igii"Oi wash 
1980 when Borg D.ii ely managed to 
stave ofl Mc'KnriM''* 

The’8.5 final biought sensation the 84 
final was rc'mai kable in let ins of slic'er 
dominaiK e The lin.il was ru h m 
drama and poignani \ the si final in 
historical sue < ession 1* ac h of t hese 
matches had one cn ma\ be two 
distmgu'shmg fartoi s but onh the 1980 
Borg-McEnioe Iinal had the siim total of 
them all and was t hot efc'rc bv definition 
truly classic lucveiy rc'spec’t Intc'rmsof 
cyclical recurrence's fh“n weaie dut'jusi 
such a Wimbledon final this yc-ai 

II might perhaps sc'em cunoustliat 
Becker has won little of note apart fiom 
his two Wimbledon 1 dies but this is not 
sufficient giound fen debate or 
supposition Boi g found himself in a 
somewhat similar sduatiuii when in 
1977 theyenu of his sec ond Wimblf'don 
triumph he failed to win anything else ol 
importance It would be haiidv in terms 
of historical value il Bc'cker w« i e to 
develop into a plavei capable o' winning 
tournaments on a varu'ty of pi.i\ ing 
surfaces, it mattei s little if he fails to do 
so A tennis player’s sia’uru is measurc\i 
in its entirety by Ins jierformaiic'es and 
victories at every ixnnt on the 
tournament circuit s global compass but 
Becker has already earned enough battle 
honours at Wimblcxlon the 
headquarters of the game - to dc'sorve 
undying fame 
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Til go for Nona’ 

Tennis scribe Paul Fein feels 
that a married integrated 
Hana Mandlikova is going 
to win Wimbledon this year 


I F Hfuia Mandlikova 
wins her first 
Wimbledon title—and 
I’m convinced she 
will—grive her 
supportive husband of 
one year, Jan Sedlak, a 
little credit. Hana 
certainly will. 

“Being married, you 
settle down a little bit.” 

, she says. “It gives you a 
home, somebody to go 
home to. That’s very 
important, especially on 
the tennis circuit.” 

Now 25 and a tour 
veteran of nine years, 
the ultra-talented Czech 
star has matured and 
the “new Hana”, relaxed 
and agreeable, is a far 
cry from the moody, 
tense and often 
misunderstood 
pre-married version. 

“When you grow up, 
you see things 
differently," she notes. 
“I’m happier 
overall—with my tennis, 
with people, with other 
players.” 

The only missing 
piece in the Mandlikova 
puzzle—mental 
toughness—has 
apparently arrived, as 
her impressive 7-5, 7-6 
victory over Martina 
Navratilova in the 
Australian Open final 
showed. “It took me a 
long time to develop 
mentally,” she 
acknowledges. “Now, I 
feel 1 am mentally 
strong, mentally ready. 

I just want to reach my 
potential and be the best 
player I can be ” 
Mandlikova may not 
"peak” for another two 
years, according to her 
longtime coach Betty 
Stove, but she’ll win this 
Wimbledon relatively 
easily. She possesses 
every requisite: a 
powerful and varied 
sound and 

flmKmes acrobatic 
graceful and 


attacking 

groundstrokes, and 
superior all-court 
athleticism and 
movement. As Hana 
accurately asserts: “I 
feel I’m a total tennis 
player.” 

Remember Team 
Navratilova? That’s 
Martina’s large 
traveling squad of 
coaches, nutritionists, 
conditioners, 
Rinesiologists, 
confidants, lovers and 
even dogsitters. They 
helped make the 


once-chubby, insecure 
Czech transplant into a 
so-called “bionic 
woman” with rippling 
muscles. She be^me a 
champion so invincible 
that the chief suspense 
from her matches were 
their length in minutes 
and the amount <a£ 
games she permiCed. 

However, from the 
time Mike Estep, her 
mentor, practice partner 
friend decided not to 
renew his contract the 
problem began Then 
Virginia Wade couldn’t 


nil the coaching void 
and soon resigned. That 
left unsatisfied Martina 
with only Randy 
Crawford, a Texas 
teaching pro, as her new 
hitting partner. 

Finally, her recent 
form has been 
miserable. Without 
Estep this year, she has 
already lost six 
matches—to 
Mandlikova, Steffi Oral, 
(2) Chris Evert and 

16- year-oid Gabriela 
Sabatini (2)—more than 
she lost (3) in all of 1986. 
Unbelievably, 
once-mighty Martina, 
strangely lackadaisical 
in matches, hasn’t 
captured a tournament 
since the Virgina Slim 
Championships six 
months ago. 

Confident, hungry 
and unbeaten in her last 
32 matches, sensational 
Steffi Graf is arguably 
the world’s top player 
especially after her 
French Open win 

But before we get too 
earned away with the 

17- year-old West 
German’s prospects, 
remember. 

Her record on grass is 
nondescript and 
minimal, she reached 
the fourth round at 
Wimbledon in 1984 and 
1985, missed the 1986 
Wimbledon (injury) and 
avoided the 1987 
Australian Open. 

On the plus side, the 
lean 5'8''. 116-pound 
prodigy boasts the most 
devastating forehand in 
the game and perhaps of 
all time. Her 
extraordinary poise, 
concentration and 
determination remind 
me of teenage Maureen 
Connolly, Evert and 
Tracy Austin. “Steffi has 
absolute tunnel vision.” 
says Ted Tinling, the 
wise women’s tennis 
historian. Her mercurial. 


Will marraige have a positive effect on Hana’s 
highly tempercunental game? 



«ourt coverage matches 
any Open Era 
oompetitor’s. And she’s 
become quite versatile 
by adding a topspin 
brokhand, 

strengthening her serve 
and sharpening her 
volley. 

After Steffi 

demolished Navratilova 




win every championship 
no reason at all.” 

A rigorous training 
program, the challenge 
of improving to stay 
close to Navratilova and 
those superbly executed 
groundstrokes give 
Chris Evert (32) an 
outside chance at her 
fourth Wimbledon title 
even though grass is her 
least successful surface. 

The charismatic, 
ageing queen has 
endured the pain of 
divorce from John 
Lloyd, her husband of 
eight years, and a 
serious knee injury. 
After a five-month 
layoff, however, she has 
bounced back with her 
old form and a renewed 
zest 

Former U.S. downhill 
ski champion Andy Mill, 
her handsome new 
boyfriend, has much to 
do with that. "When 1 am 
playing, he’s a real 
motivator,” feels Chris. 

“I seem to play very well 
when he’s around.” 

No longer concerned 
about the press, her 
image or her place in 
tennis history, Chris is ' 
thoroughly enjoying 
what could be her last 
hurrah “When 
everything comes 
together in my 
game—when I'm 
moving well, when I’m 
hitting the ball hard. 
and mentally when I’m 
in a zone, it’s almost like 
a therapy. I love the way 
I feel, mentally, 
physically and 
emotionally.” 

Powerful Helena 
Sukova, the 1980 U.S 
Open runnerup, stylish 
Lori McNeil, fiesty 
“Hurricane Helen” 

Kelesi and talented 
Soviet Larisa Savchenko 
are all dangerous 
opponents who could 
pull major upsets and go 
far. 









Evw siiiM I •tartad dut on tha tour, 
aha’a aupftoaadly Imnni on hw iaat 
laga. Sha muat ba a eantfpada, 
Ww do thay ftOM, 100 lam? 
Pam Shnver pn all those ranrement 
stones about Evert 



Lamble jriao brings to this country 
some of the beat aspects of African 
Ufa... 

David Gower on Ns mate and friend 
Allan Lamb 


The World Cup in OcMiar oon> 
tinuaa to be planned on the thM> 
neat ice becauaa of poaalbte poti> 
tical intervention 
Chnstopher Martin-Jenkins, in The 
Cricketer 



Ivin It^neR might be the next Tour 
dto Pranoo wuinar If haoaiviaa on 
cyollrio an dbv to iaNN» fit 

SuaMOtt^thoTbiwa 


The game cannot afford to lose 
oharaetars such as Qasim Omar. 
To have auch an unabashed anthu* 
aiaam is a rare delight 
Peter Hook in The Cncketer 


What la iiK»t needed in MonaOa fa 
‘gray matter’ 

Alain Prbst, ace dfkmr ‘ " 


















coven STORY 



IT'S always difficult 
Saying farewell that is 
And af Wimbledon this 
year It surely will be. 
Because in many ways 
there will be four (good¬ 
bye's 

A m uscular 30 year 
old lady, wiping the 
sweat fi'om her g'lnsses. 
then arching- that once 
perfectly tuned (now we¬ 
ary) body into another 
perfect game Martina 
Navratilova 

A pair of delicious 
legs, a saucy smile, a 
baseline consistency 
that belied description. 
152 titles, a lady of the 
Centre Court. Chris 
Evert. 32 

A scowl etched in 
American splendour, a 
raised voice, a whisper¬ 
ing drop shot, a mad¬ 
dening genius still at 27 
John McEnroe 

The timeless grun t at 
34, the body lunged 
across the turf, the two 
fisted backhand, the 
Wilson racket, the 
legendary scrapper 
Jimmy Connors. 


Fading 

Away? 


Navratilova, Evert, 
Connors and McEnroe have 
won 48 Grand Slam singles 
titles between them. 
Chances are there wont be 
many more coming. Will 
this be their last serious 
year at Wimbledon? 


O H NO. their not 
retiringr. 
They’ll be back. 
But perhaps 
ot as challengers. The 
txiies stretched, 
altered,... then young 
nough to dive into a 
alley, roll over and be 


Chris 

Chris 


— — Martina 

— Chris Martina 

Martina 

Chris I Martina I Martina 
Martina 

Chris I Martina 
Martina 



ready to do it again. 

Now just tired watching 
Becker doing it. The 
minds realising that 
winning is not so natu¬ 
ral anymore. 

Connors hasn’t won (a 
tournament) since Oct 
84. He never looks good 
enough to win. but if 
Becker, Edberg, Ijeconte 
are arrogant enough to 
dismiss him. they would 
find lessons in that low 
flat forehand 
thunderbolt in that 
hurting backhand in 
attitude towards sport. 
To give your soul for a 
single point. 

Boris Becker was a 
stumbling four when 
this crew cut, fresh 
faced abrasive Yank 
made his Wimbledon de¬ 
but. Then it was with 
Laver, Okker, Smith and 
Newcombe (History 
book stuff for guys like 
Edberg) Then he went 
through his contempor¬ 
aries, Vilas, Borg, Gteru- 
laitis, McEhiroe etal. 

And now. two genera¬ 
tions removed from 
Newcombe, he’s giving 
lessons in guts to Wilan- 
der. Cash and Becker 

He won Wimbledon in 
1974. came back for an 
encore in 1982,and I 
wouldn't write him off in 
1990 On grass, where 
he thrives, anyone can 
be beaten by him Just 
























that he doee not have the 
stamina to be consistent 
ly brilliant over a fort¬ 
night. Thus the inability 
now to be a champion. 
This, his 16th year at 
Wimbledon, could be 
that last try. But the 
fighter, battered, beaten 
and dismissed, just re¬ 
fuses to go down and be 
counted out. And that's 
why they love him. 

O FTEN surrounded by 
controversy, Martina 
Navratilova was the new 
dimension in women’s 
tennis. She was the BO’s 
revolution .. the initia¬ 
tion of a new breed of 
players, a fresh brand of 
tennis 

With an entourage in¬ 
cluding dogs, dieticians 
and confidants, the ami¬ 
able defector matured 
into a player of classic 
ability. Discontent on 
the baseline it took Mike 
Estep, a computerized 
diet, an eviable fitness 
regime and total dedica¬ 
tion to transform her 
into an immensely 
powerful, virtually un¬ 
beatable. serve and vol¬ 
ley player. More adept 
on the faster surfkoes, 
her superiority so appa¬ 
rent. that winning was 
considered obvious; los¬ 
ing, a matter of con¬ 
siderable consternation. 

When Borg won his 
historic fifth oonsecu.- . 











tive Wimbledon title it 
was fairy tale stuff. 

When Martina achieved 
the same record last 
year, the plaudits flowed 
but there was no 
surprise.. .so total has 
been her domination. 

Between 1982 and 
1086, she won 12 of the 
20 Grand Slam titles. 
And this merely in sing’- 
les. With Pam Shriver 
the doubles cham¬ 
pionships were consi¬ 
dered their sole pe roga- 
tive. In 1982 she barely 
lost 3 matches. Four 
years later in 1986 it 
wasn't much different 
Except that the signs 
were showing 

Mike Estep was leav¬ 
ing. . gone, the committ¬ 
ment perhaps had les¬ 
sened; the competition 
was more pranounced; 
the lady was older, the 
winning edge had dul¬ 
led. . how else could one 
explain a barren 1987. 
with losses in six con¬ 
secutive tournaments. 

In six months she is yet 
to win a title 

Oh she may win 
Wimbledon this year 
Maybe even the US 
Open. She is still Num- 
berOne. No denying 
that. But the player is 
different Not finished 
and retired But diffe¬ 
rent. 

A player who has left 
an indelible memory of 
power, grace, subtlety 
and style... but when she 
returns to Wimbledon 
next year, much will 
hai^e changed. 


A nd in the Martina 
blitz of the 80's there 
remained a resilient lone 
survivor. Yes. Just one. 

, Then 18, playing Bil¬ 
lie Jean King in the 
ladies final at the 1973 
Wimbledon while Marti¬ 
na played the girls sing¬ 
les final And now at 32, 
still good enough for a 
French Open semi-final 
place. Chris Evert, then 
Lloyd, and now Evert 
again, is the Grand 
Dame of tennis, and I 
can't hear any argu¬ 
ments. 

The marvellous com¬ 
petitor, whose stunning 
strokes, albeit always 
from the beiseline, was 
always Martina’s threat. 
If grass was Martina's 
domain (7 Wimbledons), 
then French clay (where 
she won on seven occa¬ 
sions) was Chris' sur¬ 
face What else but disci¬ 
pline, sublime skill and 
grit, to describe a 
women who has for the 
past 1 y years not failed 
to win a Grand Slam 
tournament. If 1982-86 
was Martina’s, then 
1974-80, when she won 
11 Grand Slam titles, 
was surely Chris’ time. 
Not always Number 
One. but always trying. 

Perhaps more amaz¬ 
ing being her ability to 
continue with renewed 
commitment even after 
Martina had taken over 
Older, more experi¬ 
enced. more tired, she 
was a relentless shadow 
to the extent that their 
duels remain as a legacy 
















foi future generations of 
playei s and public And 
a legacy Ruthless 
detei mmatiun duiing 
play A wdim embrace 
aflei 

Nowaitei l8Gtand 
Slam titles much has 
changed IjObingis 
odbu X winning a far 
giealoi elfoit With 
Martini she is slowly 
fading 

Ftuin Jimmy Connois 
giilfiiend to John 
Llo>dswif< fioina 
gawky {Hiny tailed 16 
yeai old loan attiactive 
tomposi d lady C hris toi 
16 veai s h IS t voked 
admii itioii )o> audit 
sfiecttven timt sh« 
plays Hi I lontnhution 
to till panif in ill it 
spi(t<- Ins lit I npht 
noiiitriil Shi rniy still 
will Huta'Ciiat Sahati 
in iiul biiKov i pii'-h foi 
Wild till old 1)1 dll must 
i li ingi 

T ill odd pt ison hilt is 
lolui Ml 1 mot 
Stiangt tint it <?7 ‘•evt n 
yi iisyoungti thin (on 
nois III findIniiisf If on 
till gojdbvi list Uk) 
but 111 j)ti haps 1 till 
onh oni who h IS the 
option V >iing mil still 
abh 111 must question 
hiscommittmint oiiir 
andloi -ill Dots he want 


CHMS EVEBT 

(Wimbiadon Rcdl 

of HontHir) ^ 

1972 Semifinidist ^ 

1973 Runner-up * 

1974 Champion 

1975 Semi {iSAMU 

1976 Chempion 

1977 Sdmiiinahei ' I 

1978 Rtmneif-up 

1979 Ruimpr-up 

1980 Rtmnw^'UP 

1981 Cbatnplon 
1989 Runper^tt! 
t984,Ru»«#VUp 
1888 RwMMMMlP 













f imet MCEMtOE 

. (Wimbledon Roll of Honour) 

'■ 08)^1 finalist 1983: Champion 

1980: Ihi^ner-up 1984: Champion 

1 ; Ch^plon 1985: Quarter Fmalist 

1982: Runner*up 1988: Did not play 


lo continue? 

Baby faced, over- 
weiffht, unkonipt hair 
and with a perpetual 
scowl, the i-obellious 
'Brat’ first emer^red in 
Wimbledon 1977 And 
with an unorthodox 
serve, superior court- 
craft and delicacy of 
touch gave notice of his 
coming 

McKnroe unproved 
with every tournament, 
yet unfortunately if his 
play evoked plea.su re, 
his behaviour appalled 

At 19 he won the US 
Open, at 21 he won 
Wimbledon, at 2.'1 he 
forced Borg into retire¬ 
ment and at 2.5 ho was 
nearly finislied What a 
story 

Ills record is not ex 
ceptional, but his t;ame 
definitely Thetenni« 
court, lines uujludt'il. 
were his exclusive do 
main 

A marvellous athlete, 
his footwork so faultlo.ss 
(Harvard asked him lo 
play soccer for them) 
that ho never looked out 
of position Susptx.l only 
on clay, on any other 
surface his touch pre¬ 
vailed His mastery over 
the ball and bounce 
made critics compare 
him with the greats 
Perhaps his skill so in¬ 
nate, that he never had 
to work hard to be bril¬ 
liant. Now he realises he 
must. 

In 1985 his game be¬ 
gan to deteriorate. Rav¬ 
aged by Curren at W imb- 
ledon, contempfously 
shrugged aside by Lendl 
at the US Open, annihi¬ 
lated by Zivojinovic at 
the Australian, he de¬ 
cided to take a break and 
exnerience fatherhood. 


Six months later he re¬ 
turned at Stratton 
Mountain Since then he 
has stuttered . a few 
tournament wins . a 
few tantrums but 
mo.stly inept play The 
mesmerizing magic 
appears loo sporadically 
to lie fatal Moie impor¬ 
tant at 27 his bcxly needs 
work. And unless iin de 
cides to run and train he 
will never win Then at 
20 he said he couldn't 
touch his toes Now he 
must learn lo Hecc>ding 
.skill must 1«‘ reinforced 
by mobility and stamina 

And he must believe' 
he c an be Nunibei-One 
again For .it Number 7 
he is not content The 
choice i.s c li'ar cither 
give it Ins bo.sl shot oi 
n'tire to fath.erhcKid The 
next two moiitns will 
tell 

Scj ttu' toiircluun- 
pions. 4H GruncI Slum 
siupios litles iM'lwtH'ti 
Ihotu. cnuldfmd them- 
selves ittakinp'a tiiml on- 
cDif Thu f'tx’iis at Winib- 
lodon will (i.i 'fuestion- 
ably be on them ng-am 
They are used to center 
stage . used to drama, 
passion match points, 
tension, applause, 
adulation and being 
champions 

Now gradually fad¬ 
ing. the question re¬ 
mains will they get used 
to losing'^ They were 
champions really of a 
different genre Rich a 
character Each with a 
stylised mode ofpiay 
Each with a gift. 

Can a Graf and a Saha- 
tini. a Becker and an 
Edbergbe written about 
like this ten years 
henco^ I doubt it. 

tt.aM a>lba^ 












MeWSMAKERS 


Wilander’s Weakness 


I T takes a true cham¬ 
pion to makc' the 
quick switch from the 
slow clay at Roland 
Gai-ros to the much 
faster ^rass at Wimb¬ 
ledon Bjorn Borg: did 
it to perfection. Ivan 
l^cndl is well on his 
way 

The man least like¬ 
ly to win Wimbledon 
this year is the 
French Open runner 
up Mats Wilandei 
The strong and 
steady baseline spe¬ 
cialist IS good on slow 
surfaces but more 
than vulnerable on 
grass It was proved 
once again when 
barely three days af¬ 
ter the French Open 
final the Swede failed 
to make it to the 


second round of the 
Ixmdon Grass Court 
Tennis (Jham- 
pionships, the tradi¬ 
tional warm-up to 
Wimbledon West 
Germany's number 
two Erie Jclon had 
W 1 lander bac k- 
pedalling and finally 
beat him in three sets. 
Therefore it seems 
very likely that the 
stoic Wilander will 
have to attack more 
and make his visrts to 
the net far more fre¬ 
quent if he wants to 
justify the seeding 
the All England Club 
will give him For the 
present he should 
spend several hours 
on grass practising 
the serve, and. more 
importantly, the 
volley 





Always On The Cards 

- 1 IiriMBLEDON, it 

id^jm W seems, cajnnot do 
without strawberries 
* and cream, the Duke 
and Duchess of Kent, 
vn and Vijay Amritraj. It 
W doesn't matter how 
> badly he's playing or 

how low he's I'anked, 
■pH the All Flngland au- 
^^H thorities never seem 
to forget the ageing 

The actor- 

businessman-tennis 
jM||||||||M playei' has been given 

a Wild Card entry into 
the men’s singles 
again. He was a quar- 
tcr-finahst way back 
HH^B^HS H in 1073 and" then 
S||liiH|H||a ' again eight years la- 
BH' It’s highly unhke- 

, 1 ,. ; ■ ly whether he will got 

that far again But 
who cares, being 
—::-J then* is what matters 


Going For Gold 


I VAN l.FlvIDL could 
well he one up on 
(he hav'crs and Ihc* 
Boi’gs Tliey weie 
never Olvoipic ciiani- 
pions He could well 
be 

The world s number 
one tenni.s player lias 
gone the way of ins 
female counterpart 
Frain the country of 
his birth, O-echoslo- 
vakia, all the way to 
the USA He is now a 
permanent US resi¬ 
dent and a ‘green 
card' holder but not a 
full-fledged citizen 
yet But by the end of 
the yeai' Lendl ii: all 
probability will be an 
American in every 
sense of the word. 
That will make him 
eligible to play Davis 
Cup for his adopted 
country. And then 


he’ll bt' just one step 
away from playing at 
the* Seeiul Olympics 

Supporting him in 
his bid to make it to 
the Olympics is Phil¬ 
lips Chatrier. the 
president of the Inter¬ 
nal lonal Tennis F’ed- 
eration He in fact 
was the man who 
brought tennis back 
t,o the Olympic move¬ 
ment Chatrier is not 
going to find it all 
that easy to have his 
way The reason 
being, to participate 
111 the Olympics one 
has to be a citizen of 
that country for at 
least three years. 
That will clearly dis¬ 
qualify Lendl. 

But Chatrier hasn’t 
given up. And Lenal, 
as you know, never 
does. 






Chandra's 

Challenge 

D etermined to 

make a comeback. 
Venugopal Chan¬ 
drasekhar has re¬ 
sumed playing table, 
tennis again Now 30. 
the three time nation¬ 
al men’s singles 
champion and Arjuna 
Award winner has 
been practicing for 
some time now with 
state players Ravi 
Venkatesh on a table 
in his house After 
the traumatic events 
of 1984-1936, when a 
routine knee opera¬ 
tion went awry and 
left him virtually a 
vegetable, Chandia’s 
recovering started 
with extensive treat¬ 


ment at the hands of 
Dr Paul Cutler in 
Toronto. He is still 
undergoing various 
forms of treatment, 
and now has decided 
the time is ripe to 
make a comeback. 

The first attempts 
have not been much 
of a success for he is 
unable to pick even 
the slightest change 
in pace or spin and 
can only play flat 
forehands or back¬ 
hands But deter¬ 
mination was a 
trademark of Chan¬ 
dra, the player before 
the mishap and this 
quality remained 
with him even during 
his tong treatment. 
Going by his impress¬ 
ive record no one 
would be surprised if 
he did make a com¬ 
eback to competitive 
table tennis But at 
the moment, even for 
a fighter like him, it 
looks like ho has a 
long way to go 


Fatal Conquest 


T hey found his 
prayer flag only 
25 metres below the 
peak. Kanchenjun- 
gha had taken its toll 
And India lost one of 
her greatest moun¬ 
taineers. Phu Dorji 
and two of his team¬ 
mates of the first 
aummit party of the 
Assam Rifles Ran¬ 
ch enjungha Expedi¬ 
tion were (most prob¬ 
ably) swept away in a 
blizzard on their way 
down to camp six. 
Dorji, a seasoned 
mountaineer was the 
first Indian to climb 
Mount Everest with¬ 
out oxygen, was an 
Instructor at the 


Sonamgyutso Moun¬ 
taineering Institute 
of Gangtok 

Intense search for 
hi.s body has been un- 
succ-essful Maybe it 
was better that way 
He is where he be¬ 
longs. 




Give Him A Break 


T HER FI are some 
batsmen who look 
good even when they 
play and miss outside 
the off. David Gower 
is one such. Anything 
the man docs has 
grace and flair writ¬ 
ten all over it. And. 
needless to say. plen¬ 
ty of class to go with 
it 

Having played 92 
Tests and been on ev- 
er,y tour of the En¬ 
glish cricket side 
since 1978-79, the 
gifted left-hander 
wants a break. Ten 
years of non-stop 
cricket and the man is 
tired 

Gower, the former 
Leicestershire and 
England captain, has 
announced that he 
will not be available 
for the Reliance 


World Cup to be held 
in India and Pakistan 
and the tour Down 
Under later this year 
He needs to lay off 
simply because he 
wants to “rekindle his 
enthusiasm for the 
game”. 

The immediate los¬ 
er will be the English 
cricket side which 
will be trying to win 
their first World Cup. 
With Ian Botham also 
not available, things 
don't look all that 
bright for tne in-form 
Englishmen 

It's not going to be 
easy to find overnight 
replacements for the 
ability of Botham and 
the languid brilliance 
of David Gower But 
then, the bloke needs 
a rest, and deserves 
it. 













Top Kifcht: Alysheba crosses the finish line at Pimlico Race 
course in Baltimore to win the 118th running of the 
Preakness Stakes. Alysheba won, taking the middle gem in 
horse racing’s Triple Crown 











® groalkoeper Jozef Miynaroyzk is beaten ana 
the is about to enter the goal to put Bayern Munich 

ahe^ m toe ^royiean Champion's Cup final at toe Vienna 
statimm. The German team’s lead was short lived. Porto hit 
back twice and it was the hands of the Portuegese players 
that went around toe Cup 


Photographs: AP 



wnsvnT 


a Jwn Age bows to 
youthful athleticism 
as Jimmy Connors goes 
down 3-6, 3-6, 5-7 to 
Boris Becker of West 
Germany in the 
quarterfinals of the 
French Open tennis 
championship at Paris. 
Also making the 
semifinals are Ivan 
Lendl. Miloslav Mecir 
and Mats Wilander 


Martina 

ffcjavratilova cruises 
past Chris Evert 6-2, 6-2 
to enter the final of the 
French Open tennis 
championship and set 
up a clash with Steffi 
Graf who just about 
edges her way past 
Gabriela Sabatini 6-4, 
4-6,7-5. 

5 J||I8 Mats Wilander 
doesn’t give Boris 
Becker a ghost of a 
chance as he sweeps him 


off his feet in the 
semifinals of the French 
Open. In the other 
semifinal, Ivan Lendl 
holds off a late surge by 
Miloslav Mecir to set up 
a repeat of the 1985 
final 

Danny Harris of USA 
creates history of sorts 
as he beats Edwin Moses 
in the 400m hurdles for 
the first time in 10 
years. 

Jum Stem Graf of 
West Germany pulls 
off one of her better wins 
as she beats Martina 
Navratilova 6-4,4-6, B-6 
to win the French Open 
ladies’ singles title. This 
is also her first Grand 
Slam title. 

The rain-affected first 
Test between England 
and Pakistan at 


Manchester sees 
Pakistan struggling on 
the third day as England 
grab three Pakistani 
wickets for 93 before bad 
light ends play early. 

7 Jims Honda notch up 
their third Motorcycle 
Grand Prix win as 
Wayne Gardner takes 
the chequered flag at the 
Austrian Grand Prix at 
Salzburg. 

Ivan Lendl batters Mats 
Wilander into 
submission in the final 
of the French Open 
tennis championship at 
Paris. Playing at the 
Roland Garros. Lendl 
wins 7-5. 6-2, 3-6, 7-6 

Juno Ham is 
Pakistan’s saviour as 
they manage to end the 
fourth day of the first 
Test at a shaky 140 for 
five in reply to the huge 


England total of 447. At 
the crease are skipper. 
Imran Khan and 
Mudassar Nazar. 

Garth le Roux, the South 
African fast bowler, 
turns match-winning 
batsman as he slams a 
six off the last ball to 
take his county Sussex 
to a one-wicket win over 
Hampshire in the 
English Sunday league. 
In another close match, 
even an identical 
last-ball six cannot save 
Leicestershire as they 
lose to Worcestershire 
b.y just one run 

9 JillB Rain keeps its 
date with the Old 
Trafford ground a.nd 
washes out the first Test 
between England and 
Pakistan with no play at 
all possible on the fifth 
day 




Limca before the foreign trip 
Limca after the foreign trip 






H aving already 
dealt-with some 
fltness myths in 
the last two 

issues, are there any of 
you who have been 
shown the light? Or are 
you all ganging up to 
put an end to all the 
disproving that we have 
been doing? It’s tough to 
accept that something 
we have been doing till 
now is not right. 
Elspecially when we 
considered it the best 
thing to be done 




FITNESS 


The myths in the 
worid of fitness 


This week we are 
going into a couple of 
myths that do with 
overdoing it. It is an 
undeniable human 
attitude to pile on 
something when they 
feel that it might run 
short or has run short 



Extra protein makes you strong 

A THI<ETKH lw*hevf< tlii.s And tliose ulib sales¬ 
men wlioeai'n their bread by .selling nmsele 
building supplements eertainlv keep asserting 
it But aetually extia protein is i waste oi 
money Youi biKiy ha.s tremendous i'’serves 
which t an k(*ej) it going even it yon use a Ingh 
amount of eneigv Of ccuirae. it helps if your 
daily diet is well balanced and C’ontains an 
ad(“quate amount ol protein But there certain¬ 
ly IS no need to take extra protc’iii even 'f yon 
are leading a spi.)itsnian’s life 

Physiologists have cxpenmeiited with a dic’t 
of just watei while leading a norni,i!ly active 
life and found that there- is no serious protein 
crisis faced by the bcxly Yet another experi¬ 
ment where they went without jirotein took 
one month foi .some defecieney in blood vita¬ 
min B showed up This shows that the bcxly’s 
natural reserves are enough to take it through 
periods of stress, and if you are eating a 
normally healthy dies, there is absolutely iu> 
'need for supplementing your diet with extra 
protien 

When we’re ac-tiv(>. our bexfy used its own fat 
and carbohydrate for fuel A diet that includes 
animal and vegetable protien supplies all the 
body needs to replenish its stores There is no 
real superdiet for superperformance Most of 
the time, the benefits received from using 
some high-prformance diet are mainly psycho¬ 
logical. The body needs every kind of fcxxl 
Lack of any kind of food is almost as bad as 
overdoing another type The best thing you 
could do for your body is to give it a well- 
balanced dies, without overdoing anything 


In the same vein, it is an 
accepted norm of 
thought that athletes 
should stack on the 
protein to gain extra 
strength. Something 
that’s playexi up by 
salesmen who want to 
push their so-called 


energy supplements 
Yet another 
misconception is sleep, 
or rather the lack of it 
Sleep missed is sleep 
lost. You can’t catch up 
on sleep or store sleep 
Many people try to 
spend extra time in bed 
before they go into 
strenuous competition, 
but to what avail? Read 
on and find out how 
Laurence E. Morehouse 
and Leonard Gross 
systematically disprove 
the axioms 


Sleep extra hours before a 
contest 

Y ou can't store sleep You can’t catch up on 
sleep either It’s true that time spent in 
repose does leave you refreshed and ready for 
the day's challenge but spending an extra 
couple of hours in bed won't give you some 
extra energy Eight or nine hours is adequate 
for a normal human lieing and any less or any 
more will be more h.irmlul than beneficial 
Bod rest has a severe deconditioning effect 
All the body prex-essea slow down_ After six 
hours, the heartbeat gets down fo its basal 
late The metabolism lowers (hivulaticin bc- 
c-omes sluggisli The muse le.s become flaet id 
The whole body begins to lose its tone- The net 
c’ffeet Ixnng, the longer you stay in bed- in 
oxcx’Sb of the nine hours that you need the 
weaker you become 

laying in bed in a relaxed state mcidentdlly, 
IS almost as restful as sleeping You get plenty 
ol rec-oveiy Rathei’ than remaining in bed 
beyond c’lght hours bec-ause you haven't slept 
for w irryiug tliat y'lu wouldn’t, get out of 
bed iiici promise yonrselt to rc'lax the next 
time you can t got to sleep 













ALLIMTHEBAME 


Every Dog 
Has His 
Day 

Well, two of them 
surely 

TEFFl GRAF 
returned home to a 
tumultous reception 
after she had beaten 
arch-rival Martma 
Navratilova m the final 
of the French Open But 
even she must have been 
a little surprised at one 
of the j^ifts that jumped 
into her arms Yes, 
jumped A 

nine-week-old Alsatian 
pup seemed to revel in 
the fact that he was now 
to belonfr to the loading' 
contender for number 
one spot in ladies tennis 
and immediately settled 
himself comfortably in 
the arms that weild a 
tennis racket with such 
authority, only to find 
that they were a lot 
gentler with him 
While one can 
appreciate the novelty of 
such a gift, the thought 
be'yond it does raisin 
some eyebrows Are the 
West Germans, in their 
quest to place Graf on 
the pedestal as t he 
world's top player, even 
trying to equate her 
with the givat Czech off 


court? After all. it was 
Navratilova who started 
lugging her 'Killer T3og’ 
along with her rackets 
wherever she goes Now 
we may just see a 
demure Steffi Graf 
running her finger^ 
through her Alsatian’s 
fur as she fends queries 
at her post-match press 
j conferences In the same 
j vein of thought, are they 
! tryi ng to say something 
i by giving Graf an 
i Alsatian when all 
j Navratilova carries is a 
I tiny Chihuahua. 

Lacoste’s 
Riposte 

Touche! 

T was a pretty 
disgi’unlled Rene 
Lacostc that fouglil his 
way through the crowds 
at Roland Garros where 
Ivan Lendl went about 
dismantling Mats 
Wi lander very 
meticulousl.y in this 
year's French Open 
final The man who has 
won thrice at the same 
venue, teamed up with 
other 1920S greats like 
Jean Borotra. Henri 
Ccxihet and Jacques 
Brugnou to oust the 
mighty Americans in 
their heyday and earn 
the worthy label of the 
‘Four Musketeers', 




certainly didn’t approve 
of the way the game had 
changed over t he years 
After consenting to 
speak to the press, he 
gave his views on how 
he would have played 
the game today and then 
reminisced about the 
days of old when he and 
Borotra enthralled 
people with their 
distinctive style of play 
Now after making 
millions with his famous 
alligator line of 
sportswear. l.iacoste said 
that he had given up 
tennis but enjoys 
playing golf on his 
private course at his 
home in Southern 
Franco. About Borotra 
he said, “He still plays, 
but only doubles,” 
Though he added, 
with a smirk, “But he 
lets his partner do all the 
running!*” 

Maradona 

Fever 

No one’s game fur 
injections 

W ITH the West Bengal 
sports department's 
plan of bringing the 
Argentine soccer team 
to Calcutta for an 
international exhibition 
match at the Salt Lake 


Stadium stuck at the 
finance ministry for 
lack of clearance of the 
foreign exchange 
required to pay the 
teams, there is even 
more to put the match in 
jeopardy According to 
the Indian healtli 
regulations, an,y South 
American team entering 
the country must have a 
yellow fever injection. 
This automatically 
means that all the 
Argentines will have to 
take five days off from 
theii' busy schedules and 
comply with this health 
regulation Something 
that superstars like 
Diego Maradona cannot 
do without considerable 
financial loss 

Now the organisers 
are trying to clear this 
hurdle by scrapping 
plans for the Argentine 
national team and 
trying to get Napoli, ah 
Italian club that fields 
quite a few of the 
Argentine stars, to come 
instead. If pulled off, it 
will be a master stroke; 
for Napoli have all the 
Argentine stars 
including Diego 
Maradona and as an 
European club, don’t 
require, the y eUow feVer 
injections. 






CAPITAL NOTES 


I P Sunil Gavaskar, the 
world's most 
Bupoessful batsman, was 
to suddenly arrive in a 
school for a weekend 
^ame the reaction of the 
Students would be one of 
unbridled enthusiasm. 
Moreso when the master 
is accompanied by 
luminaries like 
Madhavrao Scindia, 

K.P. Singh Deo, Bishan 
Bedi and Arun Lai. 

The occasion was a 
friendly fixture between 
a school XI and a team 
comprising the guests 
led by Madhavrao 
Scindia. Gavaskar, in 
Dehra Dun after 
altering his holiday 
plans to accommodate 
the game-, was 
constantly beseiged by 
young admirers. He 
shook hands, signed 
countless autographs 
and patiently posed for 
photographs 
Batting on a matting 
wicket (after a long 
time) he made a 50. The 
very first ball—from a 
left-arm medium pacer 
trembling with 
excitement—was wafted 
over third slip to the 
boundary accompanied 
by a round of generous 
applause. Look at that, 
exclaimed a youngster 
unable to get over the 
fact that the great man 
was actually present, in 
person, in his school. 

Gavaskar's defensive 
shots were put down to 
generosity—he was 
b^ing kind, only 
humouring the bowlers. 
Forceful strokes—the 
usual silky cover drive, 
the unusual pull 
through square 
leg—were greeted 
lustily by the 
appreciative audience. 
Gavaskar perished later, 
stumped while trying to 
hoist an off-spinner over 
iong>on. 

By that time, anyway. 


everyone was pleased, 
happy at having had a 
glimpse of the master in 
action. What if he had 
failed? Did the thought 
of failing and 
disappointing people 
who had come only to 
watch him bother 
Gavaskar? 

‘No’, he said calmly as 
we stood in the pavilion 
watching Arun Lai 
strike a few blows. 
“Failure does not bother 
me that way. You just go 
out and play. At the 
wicket, it is only your 
batting that matters. 
You don’t think about 
other things. Certainly 
you can’t be bothered 
about what others will 
think about you ” 

OON school left-arm 
spinner Shantanu 
Tayal impressed but the 
batting was 
indistinguished The 
openers flinched and the 
rest appeared quite 
clueless against Bishan 
Bedi, and Arun Lai 
Bishan baffled the 
batsman with his 


looping deliveries; Lai 
bowled his off-breaks 
tightly. 

One particularly 
harassed batsman 
heaved repeatedly at 
them—and missed. But 
even as Bishan was 
cautioning him against 
spraining his back, 
wicket-keeper Aslam 
Alam, a member of the 
U.P. State Assembly, 
stumped him. Aslam. 
with reflexes developed 
through regular 
squash, was most 
competent behind the 
stumps. 

The match was 
followed by a 
question/'answer session 
with Scindia, Bedi and 
Gavaskar behind the 
mike. Several 
interesting things were 
said but an oath of 
secrecy extracted by 
Gavaskar prevents me 
from revealing the 
details 

S UNIL GAVASKAR on 
Madhavrao Scujdia's 
batting technique “He 


plays very correctly, left 
wrist properly over the 
ball in the forward 
defensive shot. I think 
we should write to the 
Prime Minister to make 
him the Defence 
Minister," 

B ishan bedi on the 
question of covering 
pitches; “While England 
is uncovering pitches, 
we are moving in the 
reverse direction. 

Anyway, the whole 
debate appears 
somewhat misplaced 
because meat of our 
centres do not have 
decent covers in the first 
place So, either way, it 
does not matter ’’ 

T aking a 

much-^ needed break 
these days after months 
of non-stop cricket is 
Kapil Dev. “For 
sometime now I have not 
touched a cricket bat. I 
am not training either,” 
said Kapil “1 am 
relaxing and enjoying 
this holiday " 

For Kapil, even 
during a holiday, it is 
not always possible to 
turn down requests to 
play friendly matches. 

On one occasion recently 
his arrival at the ground 
caused an unseemly 
misunderstanding to 
erupt as both captains 
thought Kapil was 
playing for them. When 
negotiations failed to 
break the deadlock. 

Kapil appealed to the 
warring captains to toss 
a coin and decide 
That resol V6jd the 
issue but this too was 
not without, a touch of 
irony In the end the 
team that lost < he toss 
had the last laugh as 
Kapil failed to take a 
wicket, made only 11 
runs and his team was 
thrashed badly. 

Ajnrit MaUuir, New MM 

; gJ. 


“He (Madhavrao Scindia) plays very correctly. 

I think we should write to the PM to make him the 
Defence Minister” 






CROSSWORD/QUIZ 


m 

m 
m 

anal 
m 


ACROSS 

1 A fast delivery deviating inUi a 
right-handed batsman (7) 

4 Thei’p’s many a ‘this’ betwixt 
the ‘keeper and gully (4) 

5 George Herman for a baseball 
‘great’ (4) 

7 Premier hockey organisation 
in the country i 1. 1. 11 

9 Simian initials for a formei' 
England wicketkeejier (1,1,1) 

12. An international contest 
between two countries (4) 

13 Cricket stroke at which 
Bradman was highly 
proficient ends in right angles 

(4) ; 

14 The strongest man in the j 

world may be confused for I 
poet(6,I) i 

DOWN 

1 Country of origin for kho-kho 

(5) 

2 Australian all-rounder 
playing county cricket in 
England has a nickname of 
■Drobe‘(5) 

3. Australian wicketkeeper is 
‘dismissed’ towards close (5) 

4. You ai-e not a good 'this' if you 
hustle in sport (5) 

6. Wimbledon singles champion 
of the Fifties comprises a 
circle (4,1) 

8. Wimbledon champion of the 
Seventies comprises a 
‘masculine’ term (4,1) 

10. Boxer with a hint of‘Rigorous 
Impi iHonment’ in the middle 
(5) 

11. New Zealand bowler 
comprises the National 
Institute of Sports (5) 

Excellent: 16*15, Good : 14, Fair: 
13-12. 


QUESTIONS 

1. The two parts of the names of 
a world famous marathon 
runner are the popular name 
and surname, respectively of 
two famous footballers of 
India m the late 1940's 
Ideiitil^y the three. 

2 Add a letter at the end of the 
surname of one of the most 
hated political figui’es of the 
modern world and you get one 
of the most praised cricketei s 
of the Eighties Who are the 
two7 

3 Which world table tennis 
champion (since deceased) 
was born ol a Polish father 
and Italian mother‘d 

4 She bagged 19 Wimbledon 
titles'but failed to win the 
singles championship Guess 
who? 

5 What IS the fastest evt'r lime 
for a debut marathon’? 

O. Who beat John McEnroe in the 
Wimbledon championships to 
avenge the defeat of his twin 
brother in the earlier round’?. 

7. Who constituted the oldest 
pair to win the Wimbledon 
mixed doubles title’? 

8 Who is the oldest man known 
to have completed a 
marathun"? 

9 What was the original 
nomenclature of Fukuoka 
International marathon'? 

10 Who cxmstit uted the oldest 
pair to win the Wimbledon 
Women’s doubles 
Championship'? 

ANSWERS 

1 Ahmed Saleh. Ah med, Saleh 

2 Botha, Botham. 


SOLUTION 370 
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3. Richard Bergmann. 

4 EliKalieth Ryan 

5. 2 hours 9 minutes 41 seconds 
by Alberto Salazar (USA) in 
the New York marathon in 
1980 

6. Tim Gullikson avenged the 
defeat of twin brother Tom. 

7 Neale Fi aser and Margaret du 
Pont (1962) 

8 Dimitriou Yordanidis (Greece) 
who was 98 when he was 
timed 7 hours 33 minutes at 
Athens in 1976 

9 Asalii Marathon 

10 Mai'y Browne and Elizabeth 
Ryan(1926) 

QUESTIONS 

Below are giv'en (A) the names of 
some famous tennis stars of 
yesteryears and (B) t heir 
distinc:tioiis 111 Wimbledon tennis 
Chfimpioiiships Paircorrectl.v 

A 

1 Frnak Sedgnian 

2 Chai lotte Sterry 

3 John Bromwich 

4 Ricardo Goi izales 
Tv KodLaver 

ti Jimmy tioniiors 

7 llennCix'het 

8 BilUe Jean King 

9 Andrea.hu'gar 
lO Norman Brookes 

B 

1 First left-hander to win a title 

2 Oldest woman to be .seeded m 
.singles 

3 I'li-st pla.yei' to be .sec*dcd 
numtvr one in ail three events 

4 Youngest man to be mixed 
double champion 

5 Youngest seed in the 
chamionships 

6 Only champion to be a 
left-hander and double fisted 

7 First double fisted player to 
take a championship 

8. First of the triple champions 
(i c won the singles, doubles 
and mixed events m the same 
.year) 

9 Last man to be triple 
champion 

10. Oldest player to be seeded in 
tue singles 

ANSWERS 

A1 -B9, A2 -B8, 

A3-B7, A4-B10, 

A5 - B4, A6 -B6. 

A7 - B3. A8 -B2, 

A9 - B5. AlO-B1, Ran|ilGho»e 



BOOK CHOtCe 


BRADMAN 

BARRY NORMAN 

Fonnt'r ofM'ntr who luiw bats ft am 
menutrv An (tlf-spintm', bv is mostiv 
tisi'd tnciicaUy by the Lord's Taverners 
to the oitptJsition's run rate when 
they don’t ItKtk like ftivinfi his team a 
fiaine. (iieatesl arhievvinvnts: dismis¬ 
sed Cohn Cowdrev and Mike Denness 
twice cai h. Denness laupht and howled 
both times. Due yeai dismissed Cow¬ 
drey at Ainndel on t^iindayand Denness 
at ^arboroiiyh the tollowinp Saturday 
two luiftlaiul captains in one week not 
had loi a \illaue oti-spinner. 

T he sky was heavy and 
overcast, distinctly 
unpromisnif?, clouds waddlinfj 
about like so many distended 
bladders se(.'kin^ a convenient 
place on which lo ri'loase tJieir 
contends Now, on such a morning' 
I would wait till ai’ound ten and 
then phone whoevi'r 1 was going 
to the ei iekel with and say, 'Why 
do ,vou think''’ IJoesn’t look too 
gfxxl, diH-s it" 1 ,eavc it till 
lunchtime, shall we seed it clears 
up‘' 

But then well then 1 wsis just 
fifteen and l>y liulf-past nine 1 was 
already out side hord 's because 1 
knew that God wouldn t let it rain, 
not really ram on a day like this 
The very existenc:(> of a game us 
lovely a,seiieket was m itsell 
positive procifof God’.s own 
existence unci surely He couldn t 
let the weat her i uin the cx-casion 
foi' his lavourite son, puzzling 
though it was that God, whom 1 
always imagined in an MGC tie 
and an Kngland touring tilaxer, 
should have an Australian as his 
favourite son 

August ilb. 1948 the first day of 
Bradman's last match at Ix^rri s 
and my first and only chance, in 
the age beofre TV. to set eyes on 
the world's greatest batsman And 
there 1 was, clutching my satchel 
with the sandwiches and the 
Ttzer, and there was my friend 
Farrant. similarly equipped 
‘Hollo. Fari'ant.’ 1 said, greeting 
him warmly 

‘Hello, Norman,’ ho said In 
those days public schoolboys 
didn’t have first names, or if they 
did it was extremely bad form to 
refer to the fact 

We scurried along to the back of 
the queue which stretched away 


QUICK 


Memories of Summer days 
& Cricket heroes 

Christopher martin-jenkins 

& Mike sf abrook' 


from the Grace Gates and right 
round the corner and almost to 
the car park 

And tins w;us not aTi'st match 
either-morcly the Austrahaii.s the 
Gentlemen amt the Au.stralians 
were’t even fielding their 
strongest side Morns and 
To.shack weren't playing neithei 
W'ere Tallon and Bill .I(ihnstone 
Hut it wa.s Bradman s last match 
at Lord's 

And It began to ram 
Fan ant and I had bari-ly taken 
our plai es in tlie 1 ree .seats tie.side 
t lie Tavern, square on to the 
wicket, when one of those 
waddling, distended bladders 
relieved itself all over SI .John's 
Wijod I conldn t Ixdieve it 
Farrant’, I said, it can’t 

TarrantS I said, it can’t 
rain—not today! And 
Farrant agreed with me. 

Nevertheless it was 
certainly raining and it 
continued, 
nervewrackingly, to 
rain—not for very long, I 
suppose though It 
seemed like 
hours—until at last the 
bladder gave a 
contented sigh, 
fastened its trousers 
and hurried away 


ram - • not today' And Farrant | 

agreed witli me Nevertheless it 
was certainly raining and it ' 

continued, nervewriuikingly, to 
rain—not for very long. 1 suppose 
though It seemed like ; 

hours- until at last the bladder j 
gave a contented sigh, lastened its j 
trouser buttons and hurnecl I 

away. Wherouiion the sun came ! 

out followed shortl.v afterwards by ; 
the umpires and, to our joy the i 
Gentlemen i 

The Australians had won the ! 

to.ss and Bradman would bat today I 
though not immediately First i 

there appeared S G. Barnes and 
W A Brown, themselves figures 
of wondei' to me 

111 those days all my heroes. ! 

except Gompton aiid E,drich, i 

belonged most firmly to the | 

1930s, probably Ixicause I hud j 

road about first-clas.s cricket tar i 

more than 1 had watched it It w.us , 
the literature of the game that had ! 
hooked me long before 1 had seen ! 
it played And in 1948 most of 
cricket's hteratui’e stopped at the 
beginning of the war. 

Barnes, the jxist-war player, I | 

knew about and grudgingly 
admii'od because he scored 234 
against England on the t046-47 
tour Down Undcr But it was 
Brown whom I watched with the 
greater awe as he made his way to 
the middle becaue h e belonged to 
that Golden Age of the Thirties 
when all Test cricketers were ten 
feet tail and the sun shone every 
day. 
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1 (The lirst match I «?ver saw was 
j also at Lord's in 1045 Eiii^land v 
j Australia in a Victory Test match 
Cyril Washbr<K)k made a century 
that day and Bill Kdricli scored 
73 But the man 1 nmicniVjer most 
vividly was Hammond, greatest of 
all I'lni^land s heroes of the Golden 
A| 4 i-aiul a man I had scarcely 
ixilieved existed outside the paijos 
of a cncki't book He eariic to the 
wicket, burly and iHdlig'erent, a 
dark lilu" cap surmounting- that 
pleas,-uitlv ugly. Iroghke t'ac-c and 
made 83 in hardly an.v time at all 
1 ne\er saw him bat again buy on 
that I'lay he made me realizi' lor 
the I'lr.st time what an fiwesome 
thing a eovi'i-drive eoulci bo) 

Now lliough iis the Gent leiniai 
took tl'o f‘u-ld there was no 
Hammond among them lor lie 
had gone into letircment FUit still 
I there was Ins ncar-contemporar.v 
j Brown and with him the younger 
! B'l'iies hot h ot wlioni engaged 
j with England s former champion 
I Ill riianv a lit.-iiiK struggle 
j Another time it would have Ix-cn 
Ihnll enniigh siinplvlowtitch 
j these I w<> hat, but not lodav As in 
j iiirii tney look guard and 
I prepared to fai-e t be tHjwhng 
j Ear-rant and 1 Im venlly wished 
them gone I'liey were merely 
curtam-raisi’i s The i ru-kei iiig 
I'quivalmil o! a inggliMgact on a 
vaiit'tv hill I haiged with 
w.inning upthcanda n<-ehefore 
! llii'siai app-aii-d Wewanled 
, themont oneol ihein .inyw.iv ;ind 
I It didn I iiiiitn i -wlueh 
j Ttieydsdnt keep us waiting 
j long hai-iit-s Wen, tnst c-aughl hv 
; Wllf Woollei-loi 1 H oil f ho howl'iig 
ol a piomismg voungCamhi idge 
undei gi actuate named Trevor 
Briiho' Aninningsol tc)is!iot 
usual!V memorahlc' hut this ouc 
was for the .stieer Ic-roc-it v of 
Liat-iu-s .s scjuarec utting I have 
never ser-n it s likt' sim-e '1 his was 
not what (la.sses tor 
Bcjnan- c-nllmg nowadavs with 
the-hat .stf-ikiiig Ix'hiiid the ball ui 
what IS innreol a scfuare dn ve 
’I'his was llu; real classic- tlnng 
tlie hat eomiiig down on lop oi * he 
ball, smashing it to the boundaiy 
with a sfieod to battle- the eye- and a 
force to break aiiv hand 
inKsguided enough to get in its 
way 
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But .soon - tooscxin I think now 
with hindsight — Woollm- hc'ld the; 
calc-h and Barnes put hi.s 
srpiare-cut awaiy for use another 
day .uid made his exit Thci-e w'aa 
a pause and then everyone in the 
Memhers’ Stand stcxiri up and so 
did we all, all ol us in that packed 
ground clapping till our palms 
were; stinging red and c-ontniuing 
to stand and clap as the* obax-t of 
this veneration hurruKl to the 
wickot, tugging by way of 
ac-knowlcgemcnt at the fx;ak of 
I hat wc'ird squat crap tlic 
Australians wear and walking 
briskly as if c'mbarrased by so 
mucti attention 
My fu‘st reaction was one' of 
mild di.sapfxiintrnent he was 
srnallfM- than 1 had exjx'cted, 
chunky but not tall Hammond 


had seemed ol .qipiopi Mtely 
heroic.- statui-e (jii ohahly a iiit on 
the; fat side, it the trulli wr-i e told t. 
bigand imposing lir.idman,by 
coiiti-iust. lookt'd almost slight.md 
as he tcKik guard and glanced 
aiciund the lield it was dilficult to 
believe that suc-h a man ol suc-h a 
build could have averaged 9H S)6 
111 all Test matches 
liut when he started to bat ah. 
what a transforniaticm -not so 
much a. smallisli man as a giant of 
limited growth 1 wish 1 could 
remember a particular shot he 
played. .something as indelible as 
Barims s squtire-cut, hut 1 cannot. 
All I remember is that h«'seemed 
to have every shot 1 had ever heard 
of and played them all without 
favoiinti.sni, like* the father of an 
enormous farnil.y who is equally 







i lomi ‘ il f.'ifli of iiih ( lukli't'ii and 
1 t.'iko;-cai’i'f( ■ unde of thoiii 

I lioiv ( oultf >ou set a fii'Uf -how 
<,'0!itd v'oii i-vcii sot about iHJwlitit; 
j to a mail likr tlial ’ 

I Ho didn't iipix-ar to ri;oo^-in/.o 
yorkoi’S to Inin tlnw worO 
liaif-voloys Hounoooj's worn 
simply long- lio])s t,o Ik- hooked 
. away with a roll of the wrists In 
the boundary behind squari' h'lr 
I’lleh short and he was 
imniediafelv on thebaek fcHil 
eraokiiif''the hall fhroug’h 
niid-wieket or theeovei's, toss it 
up and ho was already three paces 
down the wK-ket. calmly deciding 
which section of'thei'iowd would 
have the pi ivilcue of collix-tmfr 
this one 

'I’hey say that Bradman hardly 
ever raised the ball above the 


Farrant said, accusingly: 

'Norman, you’re 
blubbing’. I said: 'So are 
you, Farrant.’ 


around Well, I can vouch tor that 
I'hp’ht Clentlumen had a bowl at 
nun that day and il he iiit a six off 
ciiiv of them ] have no recollection 
of It What I have in mv mind is 
this imatfoof the ball scorching 
ac'i’oss t he gi'ass as it came every 
lime off the middle ol the bat and 
as It went every time just where 
the fielder wasn't 
They also say—or raiher 
Wisdi n sa.vs—tiiat Brown who 
scored 120. ‘showed even ii'Ore 
fri.tidom than Bradman I don't 
remember that indeed 1 hardly 
remember Brown at all except as <i 
neeessary tigureat tiie 
non-sinker's end K'egant.yes. I 
Ixiheve he was that graeefiil. tixi. 
and immensely eompele,iit But 
essentially he was a foil Horatio 
to Bn dman's Hamlet 


‘There are more th i ng-s i n ] 

heaven and earth. Horatio, i han : 
are dreamt of in your pliilosofihy' | 
and. crack, there went anolhej’ ] 
drive that only Bradman could 
have played 

From the start wo | 

knew--Farrant and 1- that he was j 
never ffoirig to gel out until he j 
wanted to. Not mucli more than a | 
week pn-viousl,y he had truide a i 
botch ot his last Test innings and i 
ruined his overall aviu-age. by I 

unl.vpically allowing himself to be i 
bowled for aduck hy Kric Hollies ! 
'i‘lierefore, if anything at ah was ■ 
c-crtain m craket it was that he j 
would not make an equal mess of j 
his last appearance at Lord s 

At the Oval against Hollies he , 
had .shown human Ir.iilty tudav 
he was infallible and .so when his 
5t) came and Intel huslmndr<;d ' 
thev were attended hy sucfi an air 
ol inevitability that we greeted 
llieiii likeeonlidentlv ex[)C( fed 
guests, with pieasuie but no 
surprise 

SomewhiTc along the line tn 
achieved anotlier reeoid to acKl to 
the multitude he alreadv owriixl h\ , 
tieeoiiiiiig I tie only overseas player 
to score more than 2 '>(>(> nin.s on 
each of Ills four tours ol Fnglarid 
Aiifl a little after that he reai lacd 
1 fiO. and wit li a neat sen.se oi 
tiniing decided to call it a day 

r''reddie Bi'owii vv.i.s howling, to 
him Freddie Brown who 
thriuiglioiit file Australian 
iimiiigs IruiKlled will) htjiie.st 
encleavoui througli 27 oveis 
wilhoiil acdiieving .i sinttle 
maiden .iiid perhaps Hradin ui 
t<K)k pifv cm tiini In any (■'.■cnt 
slowly and gently he lotted ttic 
b,dl into tlu' air, so slowly and 
gently that it could have ix'cn ‘ 

dehbei ate. so slowly and gently i 
that, whatever 1 he batsman s | 

motive. It WHS almost sadistic, an 
undeilining of thefac.t that the ; 

only man on the iield lliat day who , 
could get Bradman ou^was | 

Bradman ' 

Marlin Donnell.v mo.ed e.'i.sih’ fo ; 
the catch hut well beloi t> he to ik it 
Bradman liad lemoved hi.s glov. s , 
tuc'ked his hat under Ins ai m and ' 
begun walking to the pavilion as i 
briskly as he had left it j 

Once ligain we all stood iip and | 

applauded and cheered and foi a j 

.— 



long time after he had p-oiie 
thi-ough the Rate and up the steps 
and vanished lor ever from our 
sight were still clappiiiR and 
cheering and Farranl Ixiaideme 
said: 'Gosh', and 1 said nothing 
because suddenly I realized I was 
weeping 

Farranl said, accusingly. 
Norman, you Ye blubbing'. 

1 said ‘So are you, Farrant,' and 
so he was and .so were most of the 
people around us But they were 
all smiling, tcxi, as if they couldn't 
quite work out which emotion had 
them in its grip 

Well.as we settled down and 
blew out no.sea and cleared our 
thrcMits the game went on 
H asset!, who had already shared 
a century stand with Bradman 
and eventually made aoo not out. 
was now.ioined by Keith Miller 
and th(>so two put. on another 
100-cxld for the fourtli wncket At 
close of play the Australians were 
478 for three, but though I stayed 
to the* end and watched every ball 1 
have not the slightest rec'ollection 
either of Hassett oi- Miller. 

1 just remember that Bradman 
had come to Lord's for the last 
time and scored 150 And 1 had 
seen it 

SIC TRANSIT GLORIA LINOY 

BOB HAWKF 

.4.S a stmlfiU. rcprest'nted the wmersity 
of IVc.st Aiistralia. A.s ;i Rhodes Scholur, 
Wits I'Jth Mini tor Oxford in the side 
enptmned hv Cohn Cowdrey, and on 
ictiirninf! to Austrcihn represented the 
Cmihetid ,in vi Since hecomm^ Prune 
Minister ot Australia, has teinslaied the 
iinmi.il inatL lies helw een the PM's XI 
and tounny international teams; these 
Im e become a hif’blif’ht <il the Canberra 
sportinp calendar and have iriven 
LI/) and-comiiip Sheffield Shield players 
the opportunity to show then potential 
for higher honours. Next year 's frame 
atiamst linpland is keenly anticijKited. A.s 
well, he I ontiinies to get rtin.s as captain 
of his Oflice XI III refriilai cutthroal 
contests aKaiii.st (he Canbemi Prc.ss 
Gallery. 

I N Australia most of December 
and January constitute what we 
know as the 'silly season', a happy 
time when the nation’s politics 
like Its people go on holiday and 
cricket drives almost everything 


In Australia most of 
December and 
January constitute 
what we know as the 
'silly season', a 
happy time when the 
nation's politics like 
its people go on 
holiday and cricket 
drives almost 
everything else from 
public 

consciousness 



else from public consciousness As 
1 write, the 1985-86 ‘silly season' 
is sadly coming to an end and, at 
this heavyjuncture, I am led to 
muse on the relationship of 
politics and cricket 
The more obvious paral Ids need 
not be dwelt on we all know that 
both are team games, in which 
internal dissen.sion will inevitably 
hand victory to the others side, 
that the captaincy is an endless 
.source of public fascination and 
speculation, and that the selectors 
arc prone all too often to surprise 
thf! pundits and the players 
I am more struck by the 
similarities in the rhythm of 
politics and the ti aditional Test 
senes- there are long periods of 
unspectacular play winch are 
nevertheless iascinating to the 
informed public, much of the time 
one side is playing for a draw or at 
least seeking to consolidate after 
the loss of a few early wickets and 
both games tend to reward those 
players who set themselves foi- the 
long haul, play the bowling on its 
merits and leave the one-day shot 
in the dressing room. 

Only rarely, for example during 
censure motions or occasionally 
in Question Time is there a 
legitimate political parallel with 
the limited overs game It is then 
that the slog over mid on. the 
educated edge through first slip 
and the square cut off leg stump 
come into their own. On those 


occasions when the players and 
the crowd on the Hill get carried 
away, the Speaker has the 
dismissive authority of an umpire 
and does not need to confirm his ‘ 
decisions with any colleague at 
square leg 

Both politics and cricket have 
an unusual capacity to humble 
those who pursue them, not least 
in the case and speed of the 
transition from f^ame to oblivion. 
Like politics, cricket provides its 
pi’actitioners with a stage on 
which they may shine brilliantly 
for a time. It is given to very few, 
however, to live large in the public 
memory after their careers are 
over 

This is the phenomenon 
described by that great Australian 
all-rounder. Keithi Miller- 'You’re 
soon forgotten and you're long 
time dead ' Or as the doyen of 
retired Australian 
Parliamentarians, Fied Daly, put 
it ‘You’re a rooster today but a 
feathei- du.stor tomorrow' 

Paradoxically, the essentially 
fleeting medium of television may 
have the effect of providing an 
enormous archive which, 
properly used, will sei’ve to keep 
today’s cricket ing greatness 
before the eyes of succeeding 
generations In Australia at the 
moment, video cassettes on the 
history of the game are growing 
increasingly popular. It is 
possible through this medium to 
see such master cricketers as 
Grace. Truniper. Hobbs, 

Bradman, Larwood, Grimmett 
and Hammond in action as well as 
to i-elive the extraordinary 
excitement of the tied Test at 
Biisbane in 1961 when Benaud, 
Davidson, Harvey and their 
cxilleagues took on the likes of 
Sobers, Kanhai and Hall. Future 
generations may therefore have 
the opportunity to witness at their 
leisure and in detail the style and 
achivements of such great 
contemporary cricketers as 
Border. Gavaskai', Gower, Hadlee, 
Imran and Richards. 

I might add, parenthetically, 
that, in one respect at least, one 
can only be grateful that at the 
time much of the existing 
historical footage was shot, video 
technology was undeveloped. How 



would such committed apjiealcrs 
as ‘Tiffer’ O' Reilly or Freddie 
Trueman. or such dedicat ed 
non-walkers as W G Grace or Hill 
Lawry have perfoi-mod had they 
been able to back uji their claims 
with the instant replay*^ 

Whatever the future potential of 
television asacricketirifc aide 
niomoirc. 1 have some strikiiitr 
recent evidence of th(> easy fadiiiK 
of the Ullage of even the most 
eminent cricketer In the ItMOs 
[ and 'SOs the graceful action and 
1 the great pace of Ray 1 .i la 1 wall 
j were aix'laimod around the world 
I as the pinnacle of the last bowl'-r’s 
I art Me was the hero of Australia 
; and the bog(*yman of our 
! opponents 

j Ray last played tor Australia in 
I 11159 Since he stopped lull ling 
i down lus thuriderholtn and took 
I up th(' more ijeiweful pursuit of 
j horticulture, he lias miKtestl.v 
' eschewed the limelight 
■ Itay told nic the other itay tlial 
I lie had thcrefiire tx'eii quietly 
j .iiirprised and gratified to tie 
j r«’cogiii/.o<l as lie and lii.s wile wi re 
i catching a cab liomc after one.it 
; this season's oqe-dav lualclics 
i 'Aren t vcm Rav hindwal!'''asked 
i thedi'iver. Ins voict'tinged with 
i I espect if not awe 
I Ray'.s liriet pulTofsportmc 
j pride did not last tongas liis 
j question contiiuK'd ‘'I’lie florist ' 

I A MEASURE OF NOSTAIBIA 

lORD HOMf OF IHt HlUbri 

il’lnM-i! iiii krl loi i'htu .ml,it 
tiinm iiii ()\Uii(ll niu-i.-.il\. 
tl!(nif<h iw^.'^rd ,1 lilui-. , Umi /'fn i-d 
onir loi Middkm-' .iiid iie/K mi 
hnir with I’ h' Wninri tnSmitli 
Anifrii.i Siiiir h.i'^ >-ccn 
ncuth’ .ill thv fiiu.it riu kcl'^ iii 
m'tiiin: w.itchini' tlu'iii h.is bt'cn mn' 

(>l fj/N hiippicst ivlm.itioii'. 

N ostalgia IS adangeroiis drug. 

but I confr s.s to indulgence in 
the cricket sea-son. wlieii tiankering 
after some of tlu- feat uri-s of I he 
garni' of sixty veai’s agci 
When 1 began to play m tlie 
Twenties the fast bowlers would 
direct ntl per cent ul their deliveries 
between middle and leg and the ofl 
stump witli the i-esult that the 
wicket-keeper sttKxl up to (hem 1 
recall Mervyn Hill, for example, at 
Eton and Cambridge, standing up to 


I cannot say that I 
like the 

accompaniment of 
noise at the modern 
Test match. It 
seems at variance 
with the peace of a 
summer day; but if 
that is the price of 
! attracting the young 
I to watch the game it 
j is a small one to 
I pay... 


Mil) Alll'll ,linl '■••C "A.I •.’."1 \ Ijlllik 
I It u . 1 ’-. pc! H-i •! i i'y .1 I I'-.l \ 11 k; .11 ul 
j I'M 'llllf’ illail llld thoo I it loll.II 

I '.iiinii'iitc t'i •iK-ifi’ ' idi AMS o'li 111 

j 111 '' ino'ii s' vlish ;u !.ic\■. iiifiil ' i" t''o 

I’.ini" Ntpi tlid I lu'tit; ui'l".y .111(1 
I'll ll.lvo .1 I-IDC si. >|) ' I' 1!' 'A I'l I ' 1 1'C 

' ‘ X( I ,|i- lii('!i 

! If 1 s'ti Is I 111 iisin-i’ '1 t'.'i-s I'■ iii'v. 1 
j outsuli'llii lfg‘. ".. 1 '. ISIS.!u' A hid 
j I )i 111 llld t he liow Ii'i'(iuln 1 I I-I I'Jiii’ 

! v\ ii'iihd so 

I Till’' (''-■’lit I'l ti" ni'i; 1)1 uti'• '.'.as 

i I hut I I iC 1 l| l-.Sldf I ity«". lilt l'(l\l! 

! .11 d',1. .Ill'111 ill ' v I lie S ',’1 . 1 f . 111(1 
i 111!" 1 ul.s jiri'i nil'll A'|i'. II.; |iull''ii 
I d'' .1 nd I lU' hooly. to: 1'.if Isiv.'; i 
1 IV hi ■ I'lli hi'd'ill'll' I'1' v.t|ii.ti!i 
I vv li!' .1 I I'lti |fj.: SI I. ! if [I I 1 f .lid iio! 

i loi d to kff (I ;.u( il .1 111)" If I of (o! 

I Url'.C 

I Till .idopt i. Ill'll ' ti"'11‘foi V .ii.d it-. 
I'xt r.iv.ig'.iiit b"dv till' tfi ii'ii'iiif 
uiido'iljtc'liv did .' lot ol '! ill'iigi t" 
till'g.UM-.IS .1 Sjlf'.'l.lft'' II)' dtlllKf'l 
iipfvi'ii Ihf Ix'-'t o| b.il'-ili.fli .llld till 
spi’i lati >1 s hci-.i MIC lioi'ffl 'o sill h .1 
pi lint t I'.il ! h" I iil'M )i.id i'' !)f 
cll.ilig'fd A'-.tt'fSUll Ihf b it.sm.if. Is 
.ig.iiii givi’ii a f li.iiK f I' ’ sill"' Im- 
•skili and .si vie a nd i hf i i 'Av i.s 

I f'ypoiid 

Til -1 c IS ail '>1 ht'i I fv iv.il will' h I 
wek’oiiic vvilli(lilt ivsfi'Vf It isllif 
I el ui n < )1 sp.iii' It luf .ilWiiVsluid 
Its .s |3 'I i.u pi."aiiioi 11’,' thf virluf'y 
with iiif I'Vft Miu’f V all'll! KdWcU'd 
I.ylte ti111 coiifossed Ih.d ln’soiild 
never walk up the n.ive ol his 
Catheilral 'witlioul -ipeeidatmg 


whctlicr it would tuki; spin ' 
ttriekct like everything else, has 
ils lashions. but why for .so long the 
cult of swing WII.S adopted, and spin 
Ignored. IS a mystery Theseamei is 
esi iiu.ibli’ and de.serve.s bis place in 1 
llie pl.'K.e 111 the cricket .side, but not 
at hot 11 ends .ill tile tune 

The spinners (»1 old- -G'Keilly, 
(Innimett ami Frei’nian added 
eiior moiisly to I he lasciiiatioii of Die 
g.iine I'm ttiev ti’ilipted 1 he batsman 
liuiisasler and that the public 
! .iKvavs I'liiovs 

I (iltouTse mie-day eriekel was 
j ,d\va v'.s tile order ol the dav lor 
I school and I hihe: ickel and there is j 
I nothing wrong with llial I confess j 
i Ih.it I still iiankei allel the ela.stii’jly | 

; (.1 I he deci.ir.il ion, 1 .It h( r than the i 
' .lUtomatic apollcation ol the ' 

j numbers ol overs bo\v!"il Tlie ' 

1 (.iplain who liad tocali'iilate to a ! 

' iiii'ei V the tline wliK li Ins bow lers 
I would ri'cpiire to gel I he ol her side 
I out lai..eil ;i I on.stant cliallengi’m 
(."•I ICS in yvliicli Hie spi'i l.dy.rs 
sn.ileil ' 

I'eil'unlv exeitinc, lesiiits.ire ; 

.11 lui’v eil by t he pi esent met laid but 

I would pi eler 11" liexiiiilit \ ol | 

j liuiiuin sui ci'ss oi erioi whi''ll the i 

1 d'H iai at ion involves l 

! h> n 1 me il.iy Cl I' ki’t I s III ought j 

1 np I" the fount I V Ol national level 

i d'. b'-iiehl I' I the pl.ivers IS imicii 

I ‘ 

j iiioi't fjoiih.l 1 111 Ti ue ildra'AStlie 
i iKA’.'d.s .indtrui italsoisii! 1 

1 df plm .ll'lel I hat moin'V iiMlti’l's , 

j iiMif llld mole Hiiwe’yft 1 c.innot i 

! i)f'ifve Ih.d Id till middli'balsnion I 

I 11 1 ,*11 I'lip'fVf ihcii pertormaucem ; 

I ; Ilf ir pi osp'-i ts as batsmen ol cl.iss il I 

I they I'.avf ti) b.it ig.'iinsi I 111" Cash 
I’l.iltci s so lULii.h to the could 1 les 

1 

th.'it 11 " ')i"’-d.tv coiite.sl.s will liave 
I'uontiiiue but 1 woulfi slied no 

II ai s at all it 1 hey wt'i-e dropped at 

Tesi III, dell level i 

Finally I cannot sav Ih.il 1 like Ibe ! 
iciomp.inn "’id ol noi.seat llio , 

model n Test m.itch It seems at ■ 

I variance with flie fK-acfol a suinnun- ; 
I d.iy bn' il t liat IS 1 111 ’pt ice I il ■ 

atti." ting th" vouiu’, !■' watcb the j 
g.iiiii' it i.s.i sm.dlonet.’ pay i 

pi ovideil always ib.d , in i "t ii n foi ■ 
tbal indulgence 11ievvvillagrtvlii.it i 
I liee.s.sence of ci a ket is good | 

manners 1 

Ctivei. Ibat. 1 can discard my | 

nostalgia anil en.ioy the best of j 

games 
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H ow wonderful it is 
to no^t* that DR 
B r Knruppu 
broke so nuiiiy iv- 
cords m scoring 20 i not 
out on Ins debut 1(» Sn 
{janka 

Despite bofonunp only 
the seeond m4in with 
four initials to score a 
Test double (enlury (af- 
tei S K A F Haeehus- 
whoeise'b. ho must have 
been a little disappointed 
that his captain Mondis 
doi laiiHl bt'lotv he could 
become the first man 
ever to iMi ry Ins bat 
IhiouKh a complete in 
nmgs on Ins Test debut 
Still, altei 77H mi- 
nu1(*s about six times us 
loiiR as it takes to win 
the Loudon Marathon I 
exjxxt the New Zeatan 
deis were pleased to be 
let out of then misery 
befon’ the No 11 A K 
K u ruppu a 1 ar hc hi 
c-ould trouble the stoi 
ers, although no doubt 
the scorers would arffuc 
that they had already 
been troubled enough in 
trying to sja’ll his name 
coi'reclly 

Hack to the plot Hi cn 
don Kunippu has joinwi 
a list that contains many 
illusti ions nanu'*--, nurjoi 
staia with long Test 
(jaieeis like .John Hanif> 
.shiie Gaiv (xisiei, Kc 
plei Wessels and Ai fhui 
Milton, as well as lesser 
names like W G tli ue 
Ai’chic J.u kson 
Ma V and tit oi ge 
Headley 

But tonsidei this list 
as well G F Gia<«- Vir 
tor Trump* I Morns 
Leyland Graham Ockx b 
and Chus Sniilb What 
do they have in toiri- 
mon‘* The answci is sun 
pie- tht'y bf'Jong to Hk 
“ xolusive band of ci u k«> 
ters who scoied a duck 
on their Test debuts 
G F Grac'e and Gra 
ham Oooc’h arc not the 
only two cricketers to 
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have scoied a pail on 
their Test debuts 
although afte. pool 
Fred's only Teat in 1880. 
it was 11 years until 
C'lareiic <> Wimble ol 
South Afiica added his 
iiam«‘tothe doublcduck 
on debut list, and he too 
ncvei played loi his 
(xninti y again The first 
man to ston- .i pair on 
his Ti'st debut aifU get 
sekvted again was one 
Joseph Thomas Wi' 
loughby South Afiicas 
No It agaiii-.l England 
at Port Elizabeth in 
lHt»b-9t5 and again at 
(Jap«> Town The Port Eh 
aaboth Test had leatured 
one ol the most it mark 
able allround pci form 
anci‘s ol all iruket and 
Willoughbv was one of 
the central i ha rat Ici's in 
the drama George 
Lohmann opcneil the 
b<itting and the bowling 
loi England in both iii 
mugs t(K>k 7 loi JS and 
H loi 7 Oncluding Wil 
loughby twuci and was 
Inmscll twite dismissed 
loT O bulb times by Wil 
loughby 

The list til pcKiple w'ho 
SI Died nought on then 
T«‘st tiebut is ntx'dless to 
sav longer than the list 
that Brendon Kur uppu 


has so recently joined, 
brit it IS no less disting-- 
uished for being of grea¬ 
ter length As a general 
rult‘, the higher social 
echelons fared badly on 
entering the Test arena, 
which explains how the 
Hon Ivo Bligh, Sti 
Tomothy O’Bi len and 
Lord Hawke all started 
with a humble zero, as 
did Francis MacKinnon, 
the MacKinnon ol 
MacKinnon H5th Chief 
tain ol the Clan MacKin¬ 
non, when he wore Eng¬ 
land s colouis (lor poss 
ibly the only time in his 
Scottibh hie) at Mel¬ 
bourne in 1879 lx>rd 
Hams who also made 
his Test dcbul in that 
match scored a far less 
inteiesting 3.3 and 36 

The broth* i s Albert 
and Hariy Trotl created 
a lecord when Albert 
scored a duck on his 
debut loi Plngland s<‘v«'i 
al yeaIS allei elder 
brother Haiiy had made 
an equal amount in his 
lust game lor Australia 
Otliei famous Austia 
bans like Syd Gregory 
and Joe Dai ling are on 
the list texj along with 
possibly New 2)ealand’s 
most distinguished bats 


man Martlij Donnelly* 
who Bcored hia dc^ut 
duck m the match In 
1937 when l^en Hutton 
made nought in his llret 
inninjfs for England, 
The first dutdc m Test 
cricket was scored m the 
very first Test," in the 
same innings that 
Charles Baiinerman 
scored 165, tlie first Test 
century Yet do we ever 
hear of the man who 
achieved this feat, Ned 
Gregory of Australia’ 
He was in fact the lather 
of Syd Gregory A public 
subscription for Banner- 
man after his epic in- 
ning.s yielded Cl 65, ex- 
ac'tly a pound a run. but 
It IS a httJe-known fact 
that a public subscrip¬ 
tion was raised lor Greg¬ 
ory as well, and that too 
laised exactly a pound a 
run What an amaising 
coincidence that is* 
Speaking as a man 
who has over a long and 
only intermittrntly suc- 
ceaslul carec'r, scored 
more ducks than contur 
les. feel that duckmkk- 
CI& should be* more rec¬ 
ognised lor their con¬ 
tribution to the team 
cflort Wisden may not 
tell me the Laws of 
Cricket this year, but it 
dexis tell me that tliree 
men have scored six con¬ 
secutive centuries Has 
anybody, even Jim Grif¬ 
fiths or Kevin Jarvis, 
over been dismissed ui 
SIX consecutive innings 
for nought’ That seems 
to mo to be a far more 
difficult record td 
achieve 1 have not yet‘(I 
think) scored a century 
of ducks, although 1 
know 1 have macle a 
duck oi centuries, and 
the importance ck the 
duck must be made 
deal After all, without 
the duckmakers, who 
would make the rest oi 
the side look good? 
JwMthMiRIca 

Wisden Cncket Monthly 










Nicks, Cuts, Bruises, Minor Burns or Scalds, 
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to all such minor household ailments. Non-messy 
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unique spray action which helps in quick relief 
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Mohun Bagan At The Asian Clubs Football Championship 
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<fl Wimbledon 

I II through the 

I VP years. A legend 
comes alive in an exclusive 
photo album that enures 
the drama, the excitement, 
the ecstasies that have lent 
colour to the world's pre¬ 
mier tennis tournament. 
Photographs by Colorsport 
and Associated Press 


U As expected the . 
burly Iraqis of the 
celebrated A* 
Rasheed club demolished 
all opposition ir the qual¬ 
ifying round of the Asian 
Club Championship held 
recently in Dhaka. India,- 
represented by Mohun 
Bagan, had to be content 
with the second spot, failing 
to overcome the Iraqis and 
the home side. Mohamme¬ 
dan Sporting Nikhil Bhat- 
tacharya v.'as m Dhaka to 
capture the action 


M A oream is yet to 
come true,The- 
dream of P.T. 
Usha and eight hundred 
rniliion Indians The dream 
of an Olympic medaf. At 
Seoul, in less than a yearT 
T Usha will-make one 
final effort lo fulfi* her life's 
ambition To make her na¬ 
tion proud, at long last Will 
she be successful? While 
Pradeep Paul examines the 
question, Novy Kapadia 
seeks the experts’ opin¬ 
ions 









Never The Same 
Again 

C ricket will never be the 
same again after the Great 
Divide in 1977. Packer’s 
anger and disappointment, 
cricket establishment’s apathy 
towards players and players who 
got the smell of gold had turned 
the cricket world upside down. In 
the minds of traditionalists, 
however, the scar is still very 
much there. 

The dramatic events of 1977 
that saw court battles, improvised 
pitches, day-night cricket, girls 
with drink trollys, white balls, 
and coloured flannels had 
produced heroes for the 
Establishment; the evergreen Bob 
Simpson came out of his 
retirement to prop up the sagging 
spirit of the Australian Test team; 
Alvin Kallicharran (hero for a few 
acts only) and our own Sunil 
Oaveiskar who swore and stood by 
their country despite enticing 
allurements. And on the other 
side. Packer was the only hero—or 
should I say the villain? 

But it cannot be denied that 
Packer gave the game a twist. The 
decade saw increasing emphasis 
on One Day cricket matches. 
Players’ power is very much in 
evidence. The South African 
hawks are ever on the alert and 
are snooping on the prospective 
victims with the lure of the rand 
Finally the One Day cricket 
mania has seized all - - some may 
wail over the change of order but I 
can assure you. cricket will 
survive any crisis. 

R. VASUDEVAN. 

Madras. 

Give The Han His Due 

AFTER the recent home series 
against Pakistan, which India lost 
unfortunately, Kapil has had to 
face a barrage of brick bats. But 
the question is, was Kapil 
responsible for this humiliating 
defeat? 

Definitely not! In ail the Tests 
the Pakistanis were always under 
pressure. The Test at Bangalore 
was more like a game of Russian 
roulette, than a game of cricket. It 


was anybody’s game and fortune 
favoured the brave In the One 
Dayers. what can a captain do if 
he lost the crucial and match 
deciding toss? The same fate was 
faced by Imran in the last Texaco 
tournament against England 
Coming to Kapil’s efficiency as a 
captain one can recall what 
Mathew Engel said after India’s 
victory in the Prudential Cup 
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final. The Man of the Match 
award in the final should have 
gone to Kapil for bowling well, 
sklfipering well, holding 
Rii^rd’s catch and as a symbol of 
Inma’s win.’ 

B.N. SAIKIA. 

Assam. 

Ooq;t Write Us Off 

TIffi challenge for the 
forfficoming Reliance World Cup 
wrill be among West Indies, 
England and Pakistan. The 
chances of the unpredictable 
Indian team cannot be all totally 
written off But then all depends 
on the impartial selection of the 
team. 

In my opinion, the selectors 
should recall Sandip Patil, the 
man who can change the 
complexion of the game and 
Mohinder Amarnath, who had 
played the main anchor role, both 
with the bat and ball, in India's 
1983 Prudential Cup victory to 
strengthen the side. 

B.K. BHUJABAL. 

Orissa. 

May Be Too Late 

THE Indian cricket team selectors' 
decision in announcing the team 
and the captain for the 
forthcoming Reliance World Cup 
in the month of August is not a 
wise decision considering the fact 
that the prestigious tournament is 
barely three months away 
The twenty-menibcir squad 
should be selected immediately 
and given two months of rigorous 
training so that each player is 
both physically and mentally 
refidy for the tournament 
T.R VASUDEVAMURTHY, 
Bangalore 

Slip Up 

YOUR cover story “Anil Ambani's 
Dream Project" on the Reliance 
World Cup {Sportsworld 27 May-a 
June) surprisingly, had one major 
item missing and that was the 
schedule of the matches and 
wher<' they are to be played. It was 
a surprise to see you slip up. 

I would appreciate it if you 
could publish the schedule as soon 
as possible 

CHANDRANEEL DHAR. 

Assam. 
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His fans call him the 'Little Master’ acids that cause cavities. Forhan's Superfightef 

TtwwcMid knows him as a super batsrrtan, has ar^Fluo^ tha hardens tooth enariel. 
n.*f« To resist acid attack. 

But Suml Gavaskar says, I maSuperfighter. . , . .. 

And I want my son to be or© too. V\itoi is why ^ Forhari s exclusive astringent ti^t^ 

I’ve started teaching him young. With Fcxhan’s 9ums. To give teeth a stronger foundation and 

Ruoride toothpaste—the Supeilighter logg er life. 

against cavities . to Sunil. “I give my son Forhan’s 

Bacteria act on food partides.^id release ^.xdiAfes, Care. Do you?”. 











COUNTY CRICKET 

T he smart money 
says Essex, while 
the romantics flirt 
with 

Worcestorshire. 
revamped with England 
stars Graham Gilley and 
Ian Botham But deep in 
the hearl. of South 
Wales, more than a few 
Championship flutters 
are going on 
Ion g-s uffering 
Glamorgan. 

. The Welsh wonders 
may not seem like a 
good bet After all, they 
haven’t finished above 
12th since 1976. and 
last year were lucky to 
come bottom But a 
serie.s of close season 
acquisitions could 
change all that South 
African paceman Come 
Van Zy] will team up in a 
formidable bowling 
attack with ex-England 
stai’ Greg Thomas 
Adding experience at 
the top of the batting 
will be the former 
Surrey and England 
stalwart Alan Butcher 
But the boldest move 
of all was the purchase 
of explosive Indian 
allrounder Ravi Shastri 
Although only 24, he 
has used modern 
cricket's never-ending 
treadmill to chalk up 54 
Tests, and is only the 
third Indian to achieve 
the double of 1OOO runs 
and too Test wickets 
As a bat.small. Shastn 
has matured quickly, 
combining lethal 
match winning 
firepower with the 
much-practisetl art of 
tedious-draw-including 
crease occupation. In 
1984 he scoi ed the 
fastest-ever double 
century in onl.y 113 
minutes, including a 
blistering tally of 13 
sixes and the eqallmg of 
Giu’i y Sober’s age-old 
record of 36 runs in an 
over 

I 
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Ravi Shastri 

Glaniffl^’s 
bidian Simmua' 

Graham Danter talks to the 
Welsh county’s import from 
India 



Yet, in March this 
year the same player 
Cl awled his way to a 
seven-hour century 
against Pakistan, one of 
the slowest in history. 

The young Indian is 
also a wily and awkward 
spinner, half of a 
successful international 
left-arm-spin double act 
with Maninder Singh 
Glamorgan will be 
hoping he can weave a 
few magic spells on the 
slow-turning Sophia 
Gardens pitch. 

Shastri is confident 
about hi8 first year in 
English county cricket. 
He said T think it will be 
tremendous experience 
With the Indian season 
over, I wanted to stay in 
touch with the game I 
was naturally delighted 
when Glamorgan 
offered me tnat chance.’ 

He isn’t daunted either 
about turning out for a 
side which last won the 
Championship in 1969, 
and has st ruggled to 
recapture the glory days 
of I’ormei' England 
captain Tony Ia^wis 

‘It’s good to play for a 
weaker side because if 
you pei’forin well, you 
have an identity of youi’ 
own and stand out oven 
more Sometimes, when 
the side is packed full of 
international players, 
there is a danger of 
getting somewhat lost. 
This is a young side, but 
they are fresh and 
enthusiastic and the 
atmosphere is terrific. I 
am looking forward to 
it ’ 


Many Indians have 
played county cricket 
but only a few have been 
successful. Ravi 
Shastri’s professional 
approach to the game 
should serve him in 
good stead 

Cdorsporl 



Because of the 
regulation limiting 
coiinties to one overseas 
player, Ravi will be 
juggled in and out of the 
side with Van Zyl. While 
the South African is 
being kept for the 
country’s greener, 
faster pitches, Shastri is 
featuring in 
Glamorgai:i’s home 
matches and One-Day 
games, the Test star 
does not feel he is being 
used, though. 

'With the strain of 
non-stop Test cricket. 1 
will be glad of 
something of a break 
Alter all, I’m only 
human. I think it’s a 
good idea to share with 
Come It means we will 
both always be fresh and 
prepared to give 
everything we’ve got to 
help Glamorgan to 
success’ 

Shastn already has 
seven Test centuries to 
his name, and during 
the winter picked up his 
100th Test wickot But 
the talented Indian 
scoffs at comparisons 
with follow allrounders 
Ian Botham, Richard 
Hadlee and his idol. Sir 
Garry Sobers. 

Tm only young, and 
think It IS too early for 
people to judge me 
Maybe in five or six 
years, after I have done 
my best for India, they 
will know just how good 
I really am.’ 

Whatever he may say, 
Glamorgan are 
delight^ with thcir 
signing. Captain Hugh 
Morris, himself a mere 
scrag of a youth at 24 , 
said: ‘He's a tremendous 
acquisition. It says a lot 
for his ability that he’s 
played so much Test 
cricket at his age, He 
can bat and bowl and has 
already fitted in well 
with tto lads. He can 
only do good for 








Fm only young, and think it is too 
early for people to judge me. Maybe, 
in five or six years, after I have done 
my best for India, they will know just 
how good I really am 


Glamorgan cricket.’ 

Similarly, John Steele, 
the former 

Leicestershire loft-arm 
spinner and now 
assistant secretary at 
the Welsh club, is 


optimistic ‘We’ve 
struggled a lot in the 
past few years, but this 
season has to be an 
improvement. Ravi will 
bring a much-needed 
injection of experience 


for our youngsters and 
should see us going up 
the table.’ 

It’s early days yet. and 
the proud yellow 
daffodil of Glamorgan 
cricket may once again 
grow onl}’ briefly before 
fading and withering 
away But with a little 
good fortune, maybe 
Ravi Shastn can yet 
m.nke this an Indian 
summer to reniembei’ in 
South Wales 

Wisden Cricket Monthly 






NEW YORK NEWSLETTER 

Gerry Cooney Vs Michael Spinks 

Boxing 


Snowbiz 


T he recycling 
formula of the 
boxing industry is 
pretty simple. Unearth a 
retired champion or 
challanger with some 
box office ingredient 
and match him up with 
an active fighter who is 
looking for big bucks. 
The venue must be a 
gambling city. The fight 
must have a catchy title, 
at least as flashy as the 
promoters themselves 
Closed circuit television 
outlets with a minimum 
ticket of $15 is a must of 
course A belt from one 
of the alphabet 




organisations (WBA. 
WBC, IBF or whatever) 
is also highly 
recommend^. 

Weeks ago, this 
formula was 
successfully tested at 
the Marvin 
Hagler—Sugar Ray 
Leonard “fight of the 
century.” There was no 
reason why it shouldn’t 
have worked for the 
Michael Spinks-Gerry 
Cooney encounter 
Cooney had earned 
name recognition by his 
loss against Larry 
Holmes in 1982. Spinks 
had made history by 



rising from the light 
heavyweight ranks to 
beat an aging Holmes 
twice That certainly 
looked like a good 
enough card 

Atlantic City, the poor 
man’s Las Vegas, not too 
far away from New 
York, piovidod the 
gambling backdrop. The 
fight was named “the 
war on the shore ” 
Closed circuit 
television outlets were 
set up all across the land 
although few fans cai'ed 
to show up New York's 
Madison Square Garden 
with 1,800 spectators 
was the prime example. 
None of the alphabet 
organizations sponsored 
bout, so it was called the 
peoples championship. 
That meant the absence 
of a belt and promoter 
Butch I^ewis promptly 
made one up for Spinks 

Cooney the loser who 
could have been aigreat 
boxer 


Michael Spinks, the 
unorthodox champion 
wins again 

the champion, wiih the 
condition that the 
10,000 dollar souvenir 
will not go to Cooney in 
case he won 
In spite of the 
ingredients, the formula 
did not work this time 
foi- one big reason, 

Gerry Cooney himself 
Somehow, its promoter 
and publicist Dennis 
Rappaport could not fool 
the public completely 
Still, only in America 
can a man who had 
fought seven rounds in 
five years get a two and 
a half million dollar 
purse and an 
opportunity to challenge 
an active fighter like 
Spinks. Cooney, the 
Great White Hope, came 
from no where to earn 
the privilege of 
challenging the 
undisputed 

heavy-weight champion 
Larry Holmes. 









One can only hope 
that Cooney’s 
humiliating fifth round 
technical knock out by 
Spinks is a blessing for 
boxing. It was an 
illegitimate fight which 
denied opportunities to 
young fighters. Cooney 
did not deserve to be in 
another major fight 
without proving himself 
as a contender. Once 
again, he was taking a 
shortcut to the top. 

A boxer without the 
will to fight—that is the 
best description of Gerry 
Cooney. His skin coloui- 
earned the bout with 
Holmes and the 
meagbucks which went 
with it. Certainly his 
size and a vicious left 
were his assets, but not 
good enough to take hiir, 
where he went. He lost 
to Holmes in an effort to ' 
prove that he could go 
the distance He said 
that the media had 
“buffaloed” him to that , 
style He had forgotten j 
to fight “his fight ” 

Rappaporl had even 
stranger reasons for 
Cooney’s loss to Holmes 
“Right before the Holmes ! 
fight his grand mother 
died," he explained “His 
girl (friend) was in 
hospital, and his best 
friend had cancer.” 

Gerry Cooney spent the 
next couple of years 
apologizing to everyone 
for letting them down 
Even at the end of his 
workouts before the 
Spinks bout, he would 
revert to that chorus. 
Holmes’ refusal to give 
him a rematch 
devastated him. He was 
even considering 
driving to Holmes’ 
hometown one day for 
street brawl. He would 
not enter the ring for the 
next 27 months. Then 
after two fights in late 
1984, Rappaport 
announc^ Ctooney’s 


0 

retirement ll'om boxing 
during the summer of 
19S|&. 

G^ry Ctooney’s return 
to tpe ring was the 
dirSct outcome of 
Spinks’ win over 
Holmes "1 want to beat 
Spinks—he’s the man 
wlm beat Larry Holmes,” 
he Ipenly stated. In his 
only bout in 1986. 
Ctooney knocked out 
Eddie Gregg in an effort 
to earn the IBF sanction 
for the fight with 
Spinks. IBF reneged on 
its promise and even 
stripped Spuiks of his 
title for signing up for 
the Cooney boui 
Finally, the court had to 
clear the way for the war 
“on the shore” 

Cooney had another 
excuse for his inactivity 
in the ring over the last 
couple of years His 
brother Tom has been 
dealing with a drug 
problem and Gterry has 
always been his 
brother’s keeper 

How could he forget 
that he was fighting a 
man whose brother has 
more than a di ug 
problem. In fact, 

Michael Spinks is 
carrying the burden of 
the name of his once 
illustrious brother Leon 
who ni<tde history by 
beating the immortal 
Muhammad Ah. Did he 
also forget that just five 
weeks after the tragic 


death of his wife in a car 
accident Michael 
claimed the undisputed 
light-heavy weight title 
from Dwight Braxton in 
1983. 

This time Cooney, the 
great white hype was 
fighting a man 30 
pounds lighter and four 
and a half inches shorter 
than him Only in fist 
and ankle did Spinks 
have a half inch 
advantage Both men 
had one thing in 
common—their lack of 
passion for boxing In 
fact both dislike it as a 
sport and pursue it as a 
career | 

The vital difference 
between the new goliath 
(according to the 
promoters) and his 
opponent was the ability 
to think Spinks always 
has been a thinking 
fighter, and Cooney a 
preprogrammed 
machine 

Gerry Cooney could { 
have become a great j 

fighter h.od he not | 

become the commodity j 
of Rappaport He had an i 
impressive amateur \ 

record and a lot of i 

jxitential at 24 when he j 
took on Holmes. Under 
an Angelo Dundee or 
Ray A reel he could have 
developed in to a world 

Leonard vs Hagler: the j 
showbiz fight of the j 
century I 


champion On the other 
hand, the business 
acumen of Rappaport 
led him to the coveted 
title fight and 
international spotlight 
through every possible 
shortcut. 

Rappaport presented 
the recycled Gerry 
Ctooney wrapped in an 
American flag for the 
bout against Spinks. 

Give us a break please. 
How stupid does he 
think the public is After 
two decent rounds, 

Gerry Cooney could not 
withstand the assault of 
the Spinks Jinx After he 
hit the canvas twice the 
referee’s mercy 
prevailed. 

Who knows whether 
IS the end of Cooney’s j 
career In post match j 
television interview he : 
said hewa^omg to take i 
some time to think. In a j 
country where nothing j 
else seems to be i 

recycled, boxers have I 
been subjected to that 
process in recent years. ! 
There is talk about I 

Holmes return to i 

challenge the young i 
Mike Tyson who holds i 
the WBA and WBC j 

versions of the world ’ 
title Spinks, who has 
avoided Tyson so far is j 
anticipating a huge 1 

purse for their proposed | 
fight. With Sugar Hay i 
Leonard announcing 1 
another retirement and i 
Marvellous Marvin j 

Hagler m seclusion, i 
Tyson and Spinks are j 
the stars of the moment : 

Buckle up world, here 
comes another ‘fight of 
the century’ Fighters ' 
with class and style are | 
missing. Fuaches are j 
rare commodities. Yet 
the show goes on. After | 
all, there is no business 
like show business, even 
m the boxing arena. 
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PHOTO FEATURE 


WimMedon: 
Hie Yeajrs 
Gone By. 
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JL tfHMBttlllf MA 

coa^wtltlTetourmuaMt 
Faifttpg. ItM FMMi Am, 
tbersair.lstfitf WN> 
beaaUltatuastriitth) 
tranuuumt HamABt 
WinibledoB. wekiuNV, is 
(MtoumaniffiDt, steiiNd tB 
tnuittiOB, tail of pMiisn 
ud Is a ^aiioe for glai|. 

SonnwrftoniMsv 
scoffed St Its 

vsliie...8tnagB tint st ttao 
brtalgfat' tiny ooBssiin 
stranterrioB with gnsto, 
gqnstBoyidtyuidus 
tndufonned Sy On snrceiy 
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Ptayers too, espectally 
tin abrasive Tasks decreed 
its Importance. Agafs, their 
most steely performances 
have been OB their 
undoubtedly tevonrlte 
surface 

The Imagss from the All 
England Club have always 
been rich and varied, as 
they should be Here are 
some bom the last seven 


Now an Indelible 
memory. B}oraBorg 
ezhuitant im victory, arms 
raised to bis beaefaetor in 
heaven, down on his knees 
In obeisance. 

No less a player, Hasttna 
Navratilova, arms 
stretched In trlamph, head 
thrown back In 
ecstasy, .winning her fifth 
In a row last year uid 
knowing then that perhiqis 
she Is Immortal aftw alL 
TBro ladles udio also are 
veiT special to VlBibledoiu 
Chris Evert, mtalMW 
eonstanfiyflliNftlta 
oourta by bet AhHl, nad tin 
heautltai^ groomed 
Duidnss of EsntflbOlMMl 
alvrays graced ", j 
by her regal pr apbioe. 

Pam8hrtm„S|0iithi 
what mustboib^ceBByr 
kicks hertMfeotiihd rfoes 
uannlncafaiHitofter ^emi 
ta fin iRniHedon Indies 
*ilkifig^oNnMiiiA 
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lyabollaad all that is Amsrieu tnmlfl: tenaelt;, arsuiieiit, gats, tatont and 
brashaass 

Katin Cuifen, a pla}w of limited eaUbn bA with a servlw that In 1886 ImokBd no 




aantaiqitpu daelniaitlon of MeBnraa In tba Harter finals. A day latar ba did tha same 
toConnora | 

la ana used to wtamlng, tnqiblaa ud awlause. But ravaged by Canon's l^tMlng 
Sana, aghast at Us oom Inability John MOEnroe eould only hide bis (bee bi Shame and 


tin lanlwyut nenehaou Bentl Learnt who In this age of desperately static 
oem and voU^ Iday, nsad innovadim and 0le, tooeh and guile to ftustrate 
opponents ttd dall^ the erowds. Loa^Qa eottrt after Us mai^eent vletory ovff 
ta 1886 , tha fnachmaa lu onaa hUu a lalta Bwioas and ihoiigh^ 
lad ttwmaaf repent IBiigeoflhamaBtodayi arms ctenahed In rtatlott. month opwi 
Ip a Ulittt senooi. yant Boris Badker. no non teoed. 
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Asian Club 
Championship 

Al Rashid 

romp 

home 


Nikhil Bhattaoharya 
was in Dhaka to oaptiurs 
the action: 


/yc 


(Left) A 

massive banner showings 
the emblem of the 
tournament; (right) 
Mohun Bagan's aoe 
striker Sisir Ghosh 
looked in a duel with a 
Nepal defender; Emeka 
Ezugo of Mohammedan 
Sporting scores against 
Al Rashid 
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(Clockwise from top left) 
Nepalese and Iraqi 
players take time off 
from soccer for a cruise 
on river Buri Qan^ 
near Dhaka; Jubilant A1 
Rashid players with the 
Pepsi Cola trophy; 
Well-known 
Bane'ladeshi folk singer 
Fakir Alamgir entertain 
the players; A happy 
moment for Mohun 
Bagan coach Amal Dutta 
as he lifts the runner-up 
trophy with Babu Mani; 
Mohun Bagan 
goalkeeper Debashis 
Miikherjee who did not 
have much luck in the 
' tournament, about to 
I foil an A1 Rashid move 






ft. Prasad is aa 
expeiienoed hockey 
administrator. He has 
been associated with the 
fHFas vice-president for 
two terms. A pragmatist 
tgr temperament, hockey 
is dear to R. Prasad's 
heart. In 1967, he set up 
the lACsports control 
board which recruited 
the Indian Airlines 
hookey team, now five 
~ times national 
champions and a name 
to reckon with in Indian 
hockey. At present R. 
Prasad is Director 
Planning and Economic 
Advisor with Indian 
Airlines. His aim is to 
organise the IHFinto an 
effloient working unit. 

SPORTSWORLD: You 
have become President of the 
IHFate very crucial time, 
when Indian hockey is at it’s 
lowest ebb. What are your 
immediate plans for Indian 
hockey? 

R. PRASAD: The nrat 
Step, is that we have 
initiated a meeting of 
our planning committee 
consisting of 4 
office-bearers of the IHF 
and myself. We will put 
forth two plans, a short 
term and long term 
plan. 

In the long term plan 
there are three parts. 

The first part deals with 
what the IHF should do, 
what it can do and w h at 
is possible to do in the 
ciirrent environment, as 
regards improvement of 
Indian hockey. 


"I am no 
magician’’ 


R. Prasad, the newly 
appointed president of 
the Indian Hockey 
Federation, spoke te 
Novy Kapadia about his 
plans 


The second part of our 
plan is concerned with 


what the Union 


Government should do 
for hockey and how they 
oan help the IHF in the 
future for the upliftment 
of the game in India. 

The third part of our 


plan allocates 


responsibihty to our 
state associations. What 
should be their role in 
the upliftment of Indian 
hockey? 

All these three aspects 
are being thought about 
and concrete plans are 
being suggested for the 
IHF, Union Government 
and state associations, 
to put into action, for 
improvement of Indian 
hockey. These plans will 
be made into a draft, 
which will be discussed 


by our planning 


committee. 


Then we will discuss 
our objectives with the 
state hockey 
federations, the media, 
ex-Olympians and 
administrators. We will 
seek the opinion of 
various hockey experts. 












how they can uplift 
Indian hockey. Critioe 
are plenty and we want 
everybody’s opinions 
and plans to try and 
improve Indian hockey. 
We want constructive 
criticism, not a 
pessimistic outlook. 

I want opinions. 
Should the IHF nurture 
talent or broad base 
hockey or prepare 
quality teams for 
international meets? 
What should be our 
priority? 

Indian hockey has 
reached such a low ebb, 
that it cannot improve 
overnight. I am no 
magician with a magic 
wand, who can change 
the fortunes of Indian 
hockey overnight. It will 
take time. We must 
carefully examine what 
steps are needed tb 
improve Indian hockey 
First, let us try and find 
out the cure, instead of 
just complaining about 
bad results. 

tTC are intending to 
sponsor some artificial turfs 
in different cities. When will 
this be implemented? 

The Union 

Government has agreed 
to install six artiHcial 
turfs in different cities 
in India. The cities are 
Calcutta, Bangalore, 
Imphal, Lucknow, 
Bombay and one other 
city to be decided. The 
artificial turf in 
Lucknow will be 
installed by the end of 
this year. Calcutta and 
Bombay will be ready by 
the end of this year. The 
others may take longer. 

Fifty per cent of the 
money is being given by 
the Union Government 
and the remainder by 
the IHF or the state 
associations, like in 
Bombay the BHA will 
play the balance. The 
sponsors can help here, 
in case the state 


governments do not help 
fully. By the end of this 
year, we hope to have 
four other artificial 
turfs, besides the one in 
Delhi, installed in 
various cities in India. 

Is the IHF iMentUng to 
purchase only astro-turfs or 
otiter tuUficial turfs also? 

We will have one super 
turf, one polygrass and 
one ordinary astro-turf, 
so that our national 
team can be trained on 
different surfaces. These 
tiirfs will be in the 
charge of the NIS. We 
will obtain a seven year 
guarantee from all the 
artificial surface 
manufacturers. 

You must be having a busy 
schedule. Wdl you find time 
for Indian hockey? 

Upliftment of Indian 
hdckey is not my job 
akme. It is the total work 
of the IHF, not of any 
one individual. Our 
executive committee, 
plus other committees of 
the IHF all have to be 
activated. All our state 
asiiociations have also to 
be activated. I am very 
j bu^ but hockey is my 
first love and 1 will 
always find time for 
hockey. 

In the recent past, Indian 
hockey has had a strange 
difficulty . the national 
sectors never got together 
in Jhlt strength even once 
befbre an international meet. 
How will you rectify this 
anomaly? 

In each national level 
tournament, a minimum 
of two and maximum of 
five selectors will be 
present. We will specify 
to the tournament 
committee, which 
selectors will go for 
which tourcament. 
depending on regional 
factors. They will have 
to submit a report at tbe 
end qf the tournament 
about talented players, 
deficiencieB etc. 


The national camps 
will be at one centre. 
Before selecting the 
national team, the 
national selectors will 
consider the reports 
about each player in 
every domestic 
tournaunent that they 
have played. So far the 
system has been very ad 
hoc. We want to bring 
professional 
management to the IHF. 
Selectors will be deputed 
for each tournament 
from our list of 
selectors, accordingly. 
The selector must attend 
the tournament deputed 


to him, otherwise he will 
not remain a selector 

What is the criteria for 
choosing selectors? 

Olympians, national 
coaches and experts of 
hockey. From this 
group, whoever we 
think IS appropriate and 
who has the time (which 
is very important) we 
choose as a national 
selector. 

Our national 

championships are held on 
grass, but international 
hockey is held on artificial 
turfs. What is your view on 
this? 

We are helpless in 
this. We have over 30 
state associations and all 
do not have artificial 
turfs. If the nationals 
are only held on 
artificial turfs, then 


they can only be staged 
in Delhi now and a few 
other cities later, and 
nowhere else. 

This will not help in 
the promotion of 
hockey. By staging the 
national hockey 
championship in 
various cities, it inspires 
youth to take to the 
game and encourages 
spectator interest. 

How do you propose to 
re-organise the IHF 
secretariat? 

Being a planner and 
administrator that is my 
first objective. Our short 


term plan is to submit a 
coaching scheme till 
1990. This includes a 
coaching camp for the 
team for the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics from the first 
week of July 
Simultaneously I will bo 
re-organismg the 
secretarial, creating a 
data base for hockey 
statistics. We may 
purchase a computer 
and install it in the IHF 
office at Delhi. The data 
based centre will be in 
Delhi and facts and 
figures on Indian 
hockey will be regularly 
supplied to the media. 

All the records we will 
compile, year wise and 
state wise We will start 
from the present to the 
future and then go to the 
past. 


So Hio mmiBGikni 
.' od Soo.' 
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•ViORLD SOCCER 


Tke Samlm Falters 

Brazil, home of the soccer artist, haven’t won the 
World Cup since 1970. Pallab Muhury attempts to 

answer why. 

G one IS the Brazilian after 1983 What went unseen was it’s best players. Di 

era in world soccer. Against such a dismal that their fiercest rivals. Stefano, Sivori. San 

The much vaunted, record, which includes Argentina, in spite of Filhpo. Gnllo, Maschio, 

boosted and over-praised failure to win an producing players who Angellilo, perhaps Rial 

.phenomenon called Olympic gold, this were just as good, if not and l^abruna too m in 

Brazilian soccer is now Portuguese-speaking better than the best of the striking line Backed 

being outplayed on the fun loving nation the Brazilians all the by Albrecht. Rattin and 

continental and world finished second in the way from the thirties. Perfumo in midfield, 

stages, after an era of South American were never able to field Behind them Marzolini 

domination from 1958 Championships in 1979 their best players in defence and 

to 1970. The signs are (to Paraguay) and-1983 between 1950 and 1966 Dominguez oi- Roma in 

that Brazil will probably (to Uruguay), won the in the Jules Rimet Cup. goal I am confident, 

never ever win the Pepsi Cola sponsoi’ed Impropier preparations without deti acting from 

World Cup for the next World Junior were their undoing. So the merit of Didi, 

decade or so. Nor the Championship twice, in Brazil made soccer hay Paulinho, Gylmar, 

South American 1983 and 1985. and an while the sun shone Djalma Santos. Polo. 

Championship Or even Olympic silver medal in unkindly on the Garrincha, great 

the Copa de los 1 984 (Los Angoles). Argentines ‘ players that they were, 

Liberatdores (the South In a previous era it In a sense it was a '' that they would never 

American Cup for was worth travelling false security for Brazil have been so famous had 

clubs)' thousands of miles to see Just imagine the Argentina then been at 

Brazil has never won a the magic of Brazilian Brazilian team of 1958 it's best. Perhaps the 

World Cup after 1970, soccer. Today this would or even 1962 playing latter would instead 

the South American be true for Argentina against Argentina with have become the world 

Championship after and France instead ’ champions All this is 

1949 and, the Copa de Once packed, the 20,000 speculation of course 

los Libertadores and the KilRSTLY, there was capacity Maracana But this point cannot be 

Toyota sponsored World M. too much merit seen stadium is now usiially overlooked Which in 

Club Championship in Brazilian players. empty ' fact many self-styled 








experts have done. 

This was also the era 
when Brazil experienced 
an ‘economic miracle,' 
which lasted from 1967 
to 1974, Professional 
clubs had a boom, and 
could retain their best 
players in spite of the 
lures of Spanish and 
Italian football.Compare 
this with the economic 
crisis in Argentina and 
Uruguay during the 
fifties, sixties and 
seventies, which saw an 
exodus of their best 
players to Italy. Spain 
and even to other South 
American countries! 
Juan Peion, the 
erstwhile dictator of the 
country had once 
between 1943 and 1955, 
forbidden Argentine 
teams to travel to 
Europe. And of course 
can we forget the 
players’ strike of 1948 in 
Argentina., when more 
than a hundred players 
left the country to play 
abroad’^ 

To prove the point, let 
me add that Ai’gentina 
beat Brazil in the Mini 
World Cup of 1964 
played in the latter 
nation, by 3-0, again 
beat them in the South 
American 

Championship finals in 
1957 by 3-0; once again 
beat them by 2-0 two 
months before Mundial 
‘70 in a friendly! So in 
normal conditions 
Argentina have always 
been the better team. 

O NE of the major 
reasons for Brazilian 
failure, in 1974 was the 
lack of individual 
brilliance. There were no 
replacements for Tostao 
and Pele. Jairzinho was 
misused in 1974, and 
great emphasis was put 
on defence, including 
brutal methods by a very 
uncompromising 
defence. Brazil failed to 


Oscar (above) in 1988: 
the last Brazilian 
challenge 


confront ‘total football’ 
Dutch style in 1974. 

And were very lucky to 
move into the second 
round, with a better goal 
difference against 
unlucky Scotland. A 
fourth place was indeed 
flattering for a team 
who did not deserve to 
progress from the first 
round in 1974. 

The story was 
repeated again in 1978. 
Brutality was doubled. 
The second round 
seemed far away Till 
Spain and Austria let 
Brazil off. The attempt 
to become 
psuedo-Europeans 
misfired again. And a 
third place seemed 
flattering 1982 saw a 
revival of vintage Brazil. 
But the hard luck story 
was used to cover her 
failings 

III the first round 
group, a legitimate 
penalty was denied to 
the^oviets, who tired as 
the’match progressed, 
with the climate 
favouring Brazil. A 4-0 
victory over New 
Zealand was nothing to 
rave about. And. had not 
Peres in goal frustrated 
Argentina, the score 
might even have read 
4-1 in Argentina’s 
favour. Many may not 
agree here. ^ sweet 
justice was seen when 
the Brazilians lost to 
Italy! 

Y et against the hard 
luck story was used 
in 1986. Critics 
overlooked the fact that 
Brazil was gi ren 
preferential treatment 
by FIFA. She played all 
her games in 
Guadalajara, in the 
same stadium. With the 
Mexicans rooting for 
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item, and the height 
uid heat coining to her 
lid, it was a home 
ground for them. 

Thus if Brazil want to 
viji again, they will 
lave to continue to 
lourish truly great 
ilayers from the 
^assroots. Players like 
hovanni Silva, Bebbeto, 
lassagrande, Silas, 
duller and the rest of 
he precocious juveniles 
irolicking on the 
leaches. or being 
lurtured in the 
irofessional clubs, 
ihould not be turned 
nto psuedo-Europeans 
>r robots. A nation plays 
ocording to it’s 
trengths 

Intelligence and 
kills, which have no 
ubstitutes in soccer, are 
n themselves no 
:uarant^ against a 
earn displaying modern 


soccer at it’s best. 

A modern soccef team, 
has to have a world-class 
goalkeeper and a very 
good defence. Today’s 
defences and even 
goalkeepers are experts 
in setting up counter 
attacks, apart from the 
primary task of 
defending. So. apart 
from lack of world-class 
players or even ’greats’ 
in Brazil, the nation has 
not come to grips with a 
really good ‘keeper or 
defence.’ 

L ack of discipline and 
strength and fitness, 
(which is the European 
armoury) have b€jen 
Brazil's undoing. Each 
World Cup triumph for 
Brazil in the past has 
been the triumph of the 
South American short 
passing and explosive 
game full of 


improvisations. Never 
have Brazil won a World 
Cup by playing the 
European way. 
Argentina won in 1978 
displaying the best in 
South American soccer, 
and in 1986 with tactical 
brilliance, European 
style, proving yet 
against their superior 
versatality over the 
Brazilians. 

But perhaps Brazil 
will also never win the 
World Cup again, Italy 
1990 included, because 
of the fast improving 
nations from Africa, 
Oceania and Asia 

The 1978 World Cup 
saw the first signs of the 
levelling of powers. 
Tunisia from North 
Africa put up a splendid 
show. Iran from Asia, 
were a little behind 
Algeria and Camercxms 
did Africa proud in 


1982. Morocco and 
Algeria again in 1986 
for Africa and South 
Korea for Asia. These 
are enough omens for 
the Brazilians at least. 

Soccer is a religion in 
Brazil. Yet the signs are 
that kids are moving 
over to volleyball and 
basketball, the two othei 
national sports. Other 
forms of entertainment 
are attracting 
youngsters A 
debt-ridden economy hil 
by world recessesion, 
has seen a prunuig of 
players and staff in the 
professional clubs, with 
an increasing exodus to 
Europe and Bolivia. The 
eiconomic miracle is 
over The throbbing 
samba beat is getting 
faint And perhaps the 
end of the Brazilian 
soccer era is on the 
cards 


DISCOVER THE POWER OF HEALING 
IN TOUR OWN HANDS 


FOR SPRAINS, 

PUUED MUSCLES, 

STVF JOINTS 
AND BODVACHES. 

The warm, gentle touch of 
your hands and the healing power 
of lodex — that's what your 
family needs So keep lodex handy. 
Because lodex has Iodine which 
heals the injured tissues, and Methyl 
Salicylate which relieves the pain 
lodex twice-a-day is twice as 
effective. 

Doctors recommend that you 
use lodex twice a day till the pain 
subsides... and a couple of days 
thereafter Because pain is only 
the symptom, whereas the real 
problem is tissue injury. 

So, whenever any of your dear 
ones suffer from sprains, pulled 
muscles, stiff joints or boayoches, 
massage lodex. Twice a day. And 
they'll tnank you for putting them 
back in action twice as fast. 



THE ONE BALM WITH HEALING POWER ^ 


SMOF - AN ESKAYEF PRODUCT 



A LETTER from the 
Asoard asking players 
to declare their 
"availability” for a 
conditioning camp prior 
to the World Cup has 
caused considerable 
consternation. The 
request from the Board 
is perfectly reasonable 
but the problem stems 
from the vague wording 
of the letter. 

Leaving everyone in 
an acute state of 
uncertainty is the part 
saying that “the Board 
has asked the selection 
committee to select 20 
probables to attend a 
camp for the World Cup 
Since you are one of 
probables, you are 
requested to intimate 
your availability. ” 

Does the recipient of 
the letter become one of 
the probables for the 
World Cup? Or just one 
in a bunch from whom 
the eventual 20 will be 
selected? 

Though plagued by 
these doubts most of the 
players have promptly 
Intimated their 
availability for the 
three-week camp 
beginning 1st 
September It's only the 
Stewarts- absolute 
certainties in the 
team—who have politely 
raised some points 
forcing the Board onto 
the back foot. 

Said one senior player: 
“The Board has sent us a 
cyclostyled letter asking 
for our availability. But 
before I commit myself I 
would like to know a few 
things. What are the 
terms and conditions 
governing the players in 
the camp? Will we be 
paid? And, most 
important, will we be 
insured? What happens 
If someone is injured in 
the camp? There have 
been serious Injuries 
during such camps and I 



would like to know the 
details ” 

The Board’s reaction 
tdthis? 

Complete silence. 

niHE question of 
Jl players wearing logos 
despite a specific 
reikriction is also before 
the Board. The 
Disciplinary Committee 
has imposed fines on the 
players for flouting the 
Board’s contract. 
Gavaskar however has 
sought a personal 
hearing to explain his 
position. Gavaskar’s 
opposition is to the 
Board equating his 
offence with those of the 
rest of the players. He 
wore a logo for only one 
Test while the others 
had them on the entire 


T he manufacturing of 
cricket balls is done 
by a complex process 
requiring much skill. 
Leather, usually bought 
from Ghaziabad or 
Meerut, is chemically 
cleaned, coloured, 
graded according to 
quality and then cut into 
four pieces which are 


later stitched. 

Placed inside this is 
the ‘inner’ comprising 
65 grams cork 
(imported from 
Portugal) and 40 grams 
of wool (from Ludhiana). 
The inner is dried in the 
sun for at least 6 
months. If this 
seasoning is for a 
shorter period, the ball 
is liable to become soft 
and lose shape Pressing 
the inner into the half 
ball and stitching the 
seam (with thread from 
England) are vital 
stages in ball 
manufacture. 

Everything is done 
manually with 
rudimentary tools. 
Quality control comes 
mainly through 
experience. Says 
Darshan Lai, maker of 
Sonex balls used in 
Ranji Trophy: “The 
rejection rate is about 
20%. The feel of the ball 
m the hand tells us 
which one is not good 
enough. For a good 
quality ball, apart from 
the leather, a properly 
treated inner is the most 
important ingredient.” 

Occasionally the 


'The Board has sent us a 
cyclostyled letter asking for 
our availability. But before I 
commit myself I would like to 
know a few things. What are 
the terms and conditions 
governing the players in the 
camp? Will we be paid? And, 
most important, will we be 
insured?’’ 


players offer 
suggestions for 
improving quality. "The 
usual advice,” says 
Darshan, "is to shine the 
btdl a little more by 
applying more lacajuar. 
Another common 
suggestion is to lift the 
seam to enable more 
swing and movement off 
the wicket.” 

Kimati, of Kimati 
Sports, insisted that 
Indian balls are as good 
as the English ones. 

“But their leather,” he 
pointed out, “is of better 
quality as it is tanned 
more scientifically. 
Apart from this the only 
difference is they don’t 
apply lacquer on the 
b^ls. As the leather is 
softer even the old bail 
shines if it is properly 
polished by the bowler.” 

T aking an active 
interest in the 
formation of the 
Banking Sports Board 
(BSB) is cricketer 
Chetan Chauhan. a 
manager with Bank of 
Baroda. “BSB will 
henceforth coordinate in 
sports matters for all 
banks,” said Chetan. 
“Presently different 
banks have different 
rules covering 
recriutment, increment, 
promotion and facilities 
for sportsmen. BSB will 
try and standardise 
instructions so that a 
common set of rules 
apply everywhere.” 

Another intention of 
the newly-formed body 
which started off by 
organising a TT 
tournament is to create 
greater sports 
awareness. Chetan said 
the banks had done 
considerable work to 
promote sports but with 
the resources at their 
disposal, much more is 
possible. 

Amrit Mathur, New DolM 
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FICTION 


The Perfect Ten 

By Pradeep Paul 


W HO’S that guy*?” “Where 
did he TOmc froni*^” The 
queries bounced around 
helplessly in the Press box 
at the Jawttharlal Nehru Stadium 
Having spent a lacklustre three 
hours watching the final 
proceedings of the Masters’ 
Athletic Meet, we were in the 
process of dusting ott the seats of 
our trousers when the PA system 
crackled to life 'Ladies and 
gentlemen, there is a gentleman 
who has lust informed us that he 
would like to take on ten of our 
winners here today Please stay on 
and watch the follies of 
impetuosity ’ Tlie spiked 
oynicism in the announeei s voice 
was not wasted on us 
And. suddenly there he was 
Swathed in a hooded track-suit, 
we couldn’t see m uc h of him But 
he was big And the jaunty walk 
indicated some measure of 
confidence Reaching the start of 
the lOOm spi int he very 
perfunctorily did a couple of 
loosening up exercises and 
started peeling off the track suit 
A gasp went thiough the tmtiro 
stadium The man is Indian He 
has dark skin' The jacket came off 
to reveal a beautifully 
proportioned toi so and a cherubic 
face topped off with a headful ol 
curls kept short and tight The 
Kerala faction did find the 
handlebar moustai he very 
homely All in all the man did 
seem vaguely famiJiai 
A dash to the control room 
didn’t help No he hasn t given 
his name or nationality Pr ef ers to 
remain anonymous till the ten 
events are completed How did the 
AAFl allow a perfec’t stranger to 
do this*^ It seems he’s wagered a 
lakh of rupees that he'll beat at 
least five of our champions Well, 
a fool and his money are soon 
parted Or so we thought' 

Lining up next to our speed 
king N Rami Reddy, our mystery 
man did look a sprinter Tightly 
coiled muscles a pc’rfect stance on 


the blocks and he was off like a 
bullet A gasp of disbelief 
whispered through the stadium as 
he cleaved the air to break the tape 
in 10 36 seconds' Rami Reddy was 
a poor second with 10 7 Ah, the 
guy’s a sprinter Wait till he takes 
on the rest, he’ll get creamed 
It was the long jump next As 
Shyam Kumar warmed up, our 
mystery man bounced around the 
track Sheer energy seemed to 
dissipate from his person Givmg 
him a chance to recuperate from 
his sprint, Kumar went first Two 
spikes on the board and the tape 
said 7 46 metres Let’s see him 
haul his stocky frame so far' A 
blistering run down the catwalk, 
the thud of the board, and he 
sailed over the 8 metre marker 
8 01' Eyes turned m disbelief as 
the while flag went up to signal a 
good jump 

There was no way we could lose 
the next event Bal winder Singh. 
after all, outweighed this upstart 
by almost 30 kilograms' Matter of 
fact, they should be putting in 
different weight categories, if that 
was possible Eyeing the cheeky 
man with disdain, the mighty* 
Balwinder threw a big 17 92m 
The swagger was even more 
pronounced when he walked out 
of the cii c le Beat that' He 
couldn’t Ills best shot lay a 
pathetic second at 16 10m Whew' 
The man was human, after all 

N ANN A VI and the high jump 
•were next Angling his way 
I in Anxiavi floated over the bar set 
at a height of 2 12m—the national 
' record' Minutes later the officials 
were raising it to 2 14m Wow' 
This was really big-time stuff 
Annavi was good in his second 
attempt but this man was his 
equal It didn’t matter that he had 
just about managed to flip his legs 
over the bar at the last minute It 
was still 'even steven’ on this one 
But the mystery man was back 
to his winning ways soon Loping 
alongside Giiiam Kibria our 



__J| 

400m champion, there was an 
almost angelic smile on his face 
How dare he mock us like this^ 

Well, Kibria would put him in his 
place After all, he’s fresh and this 
guv’s just taken part in four 
events Into the final bend and the 
pair were still measuring strides 
Ah, just watch Kibria now His 
kick in the last 80 metres is the 
best in the country To cut a long 
story short, that man’s kick was 
be'ter His 46 97 was l 03 seconds 
faster than Kibna’s Five down 
and the man was still in the lead 
The AAFI were beginmng to tug 
at their collars 

By this time his choice of events 
were really beginning to set us 
thinking Pointing to the high 











hurdles, he set them up and called 
Vijay Kumar into the fray. The 
110m hurdles What vull he think 
of next? Eyeing the man with 
some measure of respect—ho had 
beaten Rami Reddy after 
all—Vyay Kumar settled into his 
blocks. With almost languid 
grace, his opponent knelt, flicked 
his legs out in turn and carefully 
slotted his spikes into the starting 
blocks. Six hurdles into the race 
and the man was carving yet 
another notch into his gun. Here 
was a perfect stranger rubbing 
our noses in the dirt. 14.26 
seconds! Our champion was still 
focussing his sights on the last 
hurdle when this guy finished the 
ra(». They just couldn’t believe it. 


Neither could Vijay Kumar. 

Speculation really ran rife by 
now. He’s on dope. He’s an 
android created by our research 
scientists at Bhabha Personally 1 
felt this was just Clark Kent m 
disguise' 

Wonder what Manjit Singh was 
thinking as he stepped into the 
circle and palmed the discus. With 
the nation’s pride—and the AAFl’s 
money—weighing heavily on his 
broad shoulders, Manjit certainly 
did well. The discus spun like a 
fnisbee and thudded down at 53 
metres No one dared breathe a 
sigh of relief. This man had 
shocked us enough already. 
Spinning beautifully, he floated 
the disc into orbit. But to no avail 
His 46.56m was woefully short of 
our mark The Indian celebrations 
had to be seen to be believed. It was 
difficult to comprehend Here we 
were, trailing 2-4, (if we counted 
the high jump as quits) and still 
behaving as though we’d won 
something Really weak are the 
straws ijeople clutch at when 
wallowing in the deep. 

fllHE action now shifted to the 
JL pole vault pit at the far end of 
the stadium. Giving Vijaypal 
Singh a shot at this superman, the 
AAFI were really hoping that this 
slender lad would recover his 
5.00m form Asking for the bar at 
his life-time best of 5 metres, 
Vyaypal went first No go. Not an 
eyebrow went up when the man 
asked for the bar to he kept at the 
same height Nothuig he did 
surprised anyone anymore 
Slotting the pole perfectly, he 
arched his bexly. Hipped upside 
down and pushed himself 
gracefully over the bar with 
daylight to spare. His backfhp of 
celebration seemed distinctly 
familiar. Vijaypal’s next two 
jumps were the efforts of a beaten 
man. 

By this time, he was looking 
decidedly ragged. And expectedly 
so. The man had just taken part in 
eight events on the trot. The 
javelin must have weighed twice 
its normal weight when he picked 
it up and ran in. 65.24m, the 
electronic scoreboard flashed. We 
sat easier. Saj'nam Singh would 


surely beat that. The javelin arced 
in its flight and speared the grass 
at a distance of 69,22 metres. 

Even the Indian celebrations were 
a mite muted this time. Wonder 
what the stranger would have 
thrown if he was fresh! 

Solamuthu and his opponent 
were definite contrasts as they 
toed the line for the final event. 

The 1,500m. While the Indian 
champion virtually bounced in 
anticipation, this man just stood 
there There was no energy to 
waste on pre-race antics. The 
hectic competition was beginning 
to show on him Gamely hanging 
onto Solamuthu’s heels for two 
laps, he began to fall back with 
every stride The pain writ large 
1 upon his face. It did not matter 
that the Indian finished the race 
in 3.48.5 minutes All eyes wort 
riveted on the solitary figure on 
the track and his personal battle 
to stay on his feet The crowd rose 
to a man as he came around the 
final bend Swaying with 
exhaustion. he just ambled on 
For a split second the stadium 
must have been bereft of oxygen 
as everyone drew a sharp breath 
when he stumbled But he 
recovered. Moments later the 
stadium erupted into tumultous 
applause as he collapsed into the 
I waiting hands of the officials. His 
timing 4.29 7. 

Ten events. He'd won five 
outright. And come out level in 
another. We should have been 
shell-shocked. Instead, we were 
delirious with the sheer pleasure 
of having witnessed a truly 
memorable feat. And the man 
himself? He was delirious too. 
Lying on a stretcher, he kept 
shaking his head and wanting to 
get up But the exhaustion was too 
much. As they shouldered the 
stretcher, I went up to him and 
asked him who he was. Smiling 
through his pain, he pulled me 
close and whispered in my ear 
“Thompson. Daley Thompson ” 
They later told me I was carried 
out in the same stretcher!' 

i-^-—— 

tbe tMflgs used in (Ms piece are tar from 
fiction. While Daley Thompson's Mininge ani 
aM roHllecI performances by trim m the cqtiree. 
of a tlecsthl(m,tlmhHi'>antim)ngsar»il^ , 
recomedattheRallways'MastersAIhletloe ! 
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PUFFS OF 
SMOB 



Former Pakistan batsman Qasim 
Omar now involved in a drug 
controversy, has something on 
his mind. Allan Miller helps him 
unload some of it 


Q asim OMAK doesn’t approve 
of cricketers smoking 
cannabis Ot course, he is 
not alone in that Ho 
demands that it be stopped —and 
he wants the* Press to pi int the 
names of players involved, to back 
his claims 

Omar -the Pakistani batsman 
whose reputation as a jolly, 
contented cricketer has taken a 
twist with his pledge to expose 
drug takers- made a brief visit to 
Perth recently ostensibly to clear 
his name on the issue That was 
the official reason, anyway He 
arrived on a Tuesday and left the 
following Sunday It seemed a 
little strange that he came only to 
WA to talk Why not an 
Australian tour*’ 

I met him twice during his 
stay - on Saturday night and the 
following morning just before he 
was due to return to England He 
was booked in at a lodge by the 
Swan River Wou Id he like to talk*? 

‘What’b m it foi me‘^ he wanted 
to know He asked for 
money- $4000 in fact— to fell hia 
story 

Why did he iietKl money'’ 
Couldn’t he cleai his name by 
telling the story with no 
preconditions'? 'Well he said 
‘every time this is published the 
police keep saying to me Inok 
you are making these allegations 
again ” Omar said that he needed 
some sort of compensation for this 
police harassment 
Though it was made cleai that 
he wasn’t getting any money, 
Omar spoke willingly of four 
proimnent Test cricketers —two 
Pakistanis, one West Indian and 

Eb 


one Australian who, he said 
smoke cannabis ‘Will you name 
them"?’ he asked urgently, leaning 
forward His frustration showed 
No-one was prepared to take the 
huge legal risk and ‘name names 
He pointed out though that 
there was no drug running for 
money in his allegations He made 
no mention of‘Mr Big’—a label 
happily slapped on one player by 
The People the paper which has 
agreed to pay Omar handsomely 
for his story 
The claims involve only 
cannabis There is no cocaine, nor 
heroin, or anything ‘hard just a 
matter of a little pot 



Omar spoke vorp 
willingly of four 
prominont tost 
erlekotors-^two 
Pakistanis, ona 
West Indian and 
one 

Australlan^who, 
ha said, smokm 
oannahls 


Omar says players smoke 
cannabis to help revive them after 
late-night dnnking sessions, 
apparently a common practice on 
tour 

The police are thmklng that 
players are involved in heroin, 
and that whatever drugs they 
have they are selling to one of the 
players in a cricket circle But 
actually they are not I try to 
explain to them that they are not 
sellmg anything They have all 
said "If anythmg happens to you, 
we will not charge them to knock 
on your door and say look you 
asked for that ’’ 

IB baffling that death threats 
are being made against Omar, if, 
as he says, his allegations amount 
only to pot-smoking 

‘But for those people if you talk 
about them it’s going to cause 
th^m a bit of embarrassment ’ he 
said ‘In live year s time maybe it’ll 
be an accepted part of hie but fc r 
them it R just embarrassment 
Nothing else 

‘i^ou see the thing is you hit me 
now, right*? 1 can turn around and 
say look,—did,—did, and —did 
You know, they re in trouble I 
don’t kpow what the end is going 
to be but I think eventually they 
will get into trouble 
Qasim Omai didn t really come 
to Perth to talk on drugs That 
was merely meidental the 
chance to make some extra money 
on the side oi at least give it a go 
1 noticed that he smelt heavily of 
antiperspirant He was well 
dressed up and a young woman 
drove him off when he finished 
talking He came to Perth ‘to see 
quite a few people ’ he said, and 
specified that yes, it was to renew 
a friendship ’That gave me the 
chance to see a bit ol controversy,’ 
he added, quite innocently 
Two weeks after Omar returned 
to England, former Australian 
wicketkeeper Rod Marsh 
confessed in a Perth radio 
mterview that he had once caught 
two Australian Test cricketers 
smoking cannabis, and told them 
‘If I ever see that again then you 
are going to have a real problem 
on your hands ’ 

Marsh said that he beheved they 
had not done It since 

Woden CncKol Monthly 



FOCUS 


Holy Moses, Edwin Lost! 

Danny Harris ends Edwin Moses’ domination 


I F like time, 

domination too had 
measure, then Edwin 
Moses’ strang^lehold 
over the men's 400m 
hurdles would probably 
rank second only to the 
134 year monopoly of 
American yachts over 
the America's Cup. 

That was complete 
domination So was 
Moses’ over the longer 
hurdles event. That is 
why his unbeaten nine 
years, nine months and 
nine days can rank 
beside the 134 years of 
the America’s Cup 
monopoly. 

Since losing to West 
Germany's Harald 
Schmid on August 26, 
1977 in West Berlin, the 
31 -year old world and 
two-time Olympic 
champion had won 122 
straight races till Danny 
Hams put an end to the 
golden streak on Friday 
Junes, 1987 at Madrid 
Moses hit the last 
huidle and Harris won. 
As he predicted he 
would. 

"It had to happen” said 
the normally laconic 
Moses. ‘‘I’m not in top 
condition now, but my 
only mistake was 
hitting the tenth. He 
was tiring.” 

Never has so much 
fuss been made over one 
man’s loss in a single 
race. But then never has 
one man dominated one 
race as Moses has done. 
Seven losses in a career 
that has now entered its 
tenth year, Mosos had 
forced many an aspiring 
youngster away from 
the 400m to seek fortune 
elsewhere. 









After the Madrid 
def^t, Moses summed 
up his domination; “Like 
I've always said, 
someone had to run the 
race of his life and I had 
to run mediocre to be 
beaten.” 

Perhaps Moses no 
longer stands alone at 
the pinnacle. Or perhaps 
the knowledge of this 
fact will urge Moses 
onto new horizons and 
acheivements.” Now I 
can get back to 
concentrating on 
running fast instead of 
about winning all the 
time,” the balding Moses 
declared. 

The quration is: Is this 
the end of an era or the 
begixming of a new 
domination? 
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What is 
happening to 
Usha? How 
cimie she’s 
bringh^in 
siichpoor 
timings? Has 
the dreaded 
bum-otit 
finally caught 
up? Here was 
our wonder 
girt timing 
over 57 
seconds when 
the rest of the 
world had 
settled in the 
54-second 
region 
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Pradeep Paul 

met thej’irst lady of Indian a 
effort to find an answer 





W HO will be to blame if IP.T. Usha spotlight after returning' home to a 

hangs up her spikes without an heroine’s welcome with her four Asiad 
Olympic medal hanging gold medals (and a new Asian Games 

alongside the many others that record of 56.02 in the 400m hurdles) it 

adorn her trophy cabinet? She herself? was a shock when she timed 61.5 seconds 
Coach Nambiar? The lOA or the lAAF? in the heats of the 400m hurdles at the 

The Pi^s? Or is it the entire nation? Mangalore Open. Okey, she was 

Having come frustratingly close to a hampered by an injured leg. A couple of 
bronze at the Los Angeles Olympic weeks later, at the Ranchi meet, she 

Games, the whole world expected Usha to stopped the clock at 58 7. Better, but still 
be a serious contender by the time four not good enough A nother few weeks and 
calendars had been discarded. After all, she’d knocked off another l .6 seconds at 
she had just run her event—the 400m the Radiant Masters meet Finally some 

hurdles—for three months With four degree of respectability! 
years to hone her God-given talent to a But by then the alarms had gone off all 

razor 8 edge, it was but expected that an over the country What is happening to 

Indian would be mounting the victory Usha? How come she’s bringing in such 
podium at the Olympic Stadium, Seoul. poor timings’ Has the dreaded burn-out 

For the first time, the hockey team apart. finally caught up’ Here was our wonder 
since Kha-Shaba Jadav grappled his way girl timing over 57 seconds when the rest 
to a bronze at the 1952 Helsinki of the world had settled in the 54 -second 

Olympics. region. Panic set in 1 decided the best 

But now, with barely a year to go for way to find out what was happening was 

the Olympic flame to crackle to life, and to speak the lady herself And when I 
bring the world to a sporting crescendo finally walked out of Nambiar’s room 
(probably for the first time in 12 years), after a two-hour conversation with the 
the entire nation must brace itself to coach and his protege, things certainly 

shoulder the blame if Usha fades into the did look better 

j haze of mediocrity and returns to her The main reason for the poor timings 

; village life as merely as Asian champion at these meets is that Usha is in the 

i If that happens, and it probably will mid-section of her training programme 

considering the way things are going Having limited herself to j ust off-season 
right now, the entire nation will be the training till May, with the mam 
greatest loser of all emphasis being running on sandy 

Having stepped out of the public beaches to build stamina and strength. 
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ilsHa asserted 
ttiat,|^eii 
one montfi of 
concentrated 
speed work, 
she can bring 
in sufo-5S 
second times, 
“idon^tknow 
how the other 
Indian 

athletes plan 
their trainii^, j 
but I have 
trained so tNd 
I peak at die 
World 

Championshi¬ 

ps” 


Transparencies by Nikhil Bhattacharya 
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One cioes run 
outoflmgers 
wlien pointing 
to the reasons 
for her 
stagnation. Is 
ItiKelacIcol 
top-fiigtit 
conuietitlon? 
tsitoiietolier 
insistence on 
nmningso 
many other 
events also? 
Or ^ she 
make the 
mistake of not 
h^ingthe 
chance to 
train in 
America? 
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Usha was caught quite unprepared when 
these meets came up. And now. after 
having quickly stepped up on her speed 
training, Usha is confident she can shave 
seconds off her recent timings. 

Usha immediately asserted that, given 
one month of concentrated speed work, 
she can bring in 8ub-55 second times. “I 
don’t know how the other Indian athletes 
plan their training, but I have trained so 
that I peak in September at the World 
Championships at Rome,” said Usha 

Y et the problems remain One runs out 
of fingers when pointing to the 
reasons for her stagnation Is it the lack 
of top-flight competition‘s Is it due to her 
insistence on running so many other 
events also"^ Is it that she has been 
pampered too much by -the people and the 
country? Or did she make the mistake of 
staying on in India when offered a 
chance to go and train in America? 

One must remember that the best 









Colorsport 

timing Usha has ever clocked in the 
400ra hurdles was in the Olympic final at 
Lx)b Angeles—55 42 It was but expected 
that she would steadily reduce that as 
she mastered the art of hurdling 
perfectly But now, after three years, she 
has deteriorated. However much she 
talks about season training and peaking, 
it cannot be denied that she has never 
ever been able to touch her Los Angeles 
time 

And even at Los Angeles, where the 
Bast Bloc stayed away, that best was not 
good enough for a medal. If a boycott 
doesn’t mar the Seoul Olympics, we are 
going to see the East Germans and the 
^viets bursting for a chance to make up 
for what they missed four years earlier. 
And with the ten best performances in 
1986 all being sub-55 times (see box), 
Usha certainly has her work cut out if 
she plans on winning a medal at Seoul. 

'Usha agrees that the lack of top-flight 
competition has slowed her up. She 
firmly believes that while running 
comfortable 56 second races in 
1986—she set a new Asian OEunes record 
with 56.02—she should have gone 
abroad and run against the better 
runners. Maybe that would have taken 
her over the 56 second barrier. But isn’t 
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The ten best4(Xhn 
hnrdiee 

performances by 
women in S980 


iimrlaM SttptMorm 
BMxu Btunh 

iTwbbfo jniiii(»nr 

CoraatU Fnuimoh 
Attn Lottlaa 8kog~ 
Itmd 

Oaaomatk Blamak 
Criatiiim MtaM 
MargtuUa Khramavm 
EUm EMdar 
Marriaffk BarkailaJa 


ae.B4 

aa.ao 

as.Ta 

84.1S 

84.SS 

84.47 

84.88 

84.70 

84.70 

84.00 


These timings are listed in the Nov Dec 
1 .986 issue of the In temationat Ainateiii 
A thJetic Federation magazine 



Lob Angreles, 1984. Usha has never 
matched her 55.42 that she timed 
there 

that a little like shutting the stable door 
after the horses have bolted? 

Almost two years ago. Usha promised 
me that she would concentrate solely on 
the hurdles after the Asian Games And 
now, when confronted with the same 
accusation that she is not specialising 
totally, she smiles guiltily and says that 
her State and her employers expect her to 
run and win as many events as possible. 
However she quickly adds that these 
events don’t require any special training 
anyway; they are all involved in her 
training for the 400m hurdles 
But it was the next thing she 
mentioned that really jolted me. Picking 
up a copy of an Indian sports magazine, 
she leafed through it and thrust a small 
paragraph in front of my eyes. Quickly 
scanning it, I ingested that the writer 
had accused Usha of staying away from 
the sprints at the Mangalore Open 
because she was apprehensive of losing 
to the new crop of female sprinters who 
have surfaced. "How can 1 stop running 
the 100 and 200 metres when you 
Pressmen write this sort of thing? I’m 
certainly not scared of the other runners. 



^i^ow can I 
stop running 
the 100 and 
200nietres 
when you 
Pressmen 
write this sort 
of thi^? I^m 
certainly not 
scared of the 
other runners, 
but if you 
keep writing 
this, Tm 
forced to keep 
running the 
sprints to 
proveyou 
wrong,” 
complained 
Usha 
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but if you keep writing this, I’m forced to 
keep running the sprints to prove you 
wrong,” complained Usha. A slightly 
immature viewpoint but certainly 
understandable. 

C OMING to the point that she has been 
pampered too much by a grateful 
country, the fireworks really got going. 
Eyes flashing in indignation, Usha said, 
“I’ve earned the money for whatever I’ve 
done so far. but 1 certainly haven’t taJien 
an advance! I” She was insistent that I 
quote her on that. 

True, she certainly hasn’t taken any 
money saying she’ll win a medal at the 
coming meets All that has been given to 
her—all 10 lakhs, two cars and a 
house—is in appreciation of what she has 
already achieved. But there are many 
who feel that it has been a mite overdone 
Even though Usha might not have 
changed as a person, she just might have 
mellowed as an athlete—sub-consciously 
How she plans to beat a line-up of 400m 
hurdlers like Marina Stepanova, Sabine 
Busch, Debbie Flintoff and Judy-Brown 
is the big question. Yet there is but one 
way she can do it. And that is to work on 
her strides between hurdles At present 
she uses 15 strides between hurdles upto 


the 6th hurdle and then 17 strides for the 
remaining four. To match these girls. 
Usha will have to run 15 strides upto the 
8th hurdle. Not the 6th. 

As Namblar himself asserts, if she can 
do this then timings in the vicinity of 54 
seconds plus tus in the offing. But, even 
if she does manage to do the almost 
impossible, and bring her timing into the 
54s, will she still be good enough for a 
medal? 

Cutting down strides Concentrating 
solely on this event A little more 
top-flight competition. Will these factors 
be enough to make Usha run that lap two 
seconds faster than she has ever run it? 
As it is, Usha plans to run a 54-plus race 
by the time the Olympics come around. 
But that still leaves three girls ahead of 
her (see box on page 33) on timings that 
were clocked two years ago. Somehow, 
those East German and Soviet athletes 
never seem to be content with what 
they’ve done. They certainly are going to 
be a whole lot faster in 1988. 

Usha and Nambiar were quite satisfied 
with her Asian Games record of 56.02 
at Seoul. But they are both adamant 
that she should have got some more 
international competition around that 
time 


Coming to the 
point that she 
has been 
pampered too 
much by a 
gratefuri 
country, 
Usha, eyes 
flashing in 
indignation, 
said “I’ve 
earned the 
money for 
whatever I've 
done so far, 
but I certainly 
haven't taken 
an advanceH" 









And what of the fiiture? 

P .T. USHA is just 23 years of age. Her best could probably be yet to 
oome. But one thing is for sure, she is by far the best 400in 
hurdler the continent has ever seen. If she deigned to, she could 
easily maintain her stranglehold on this event at an Asian level for 
another decade. But that is not to be. 

The subject of quitting is always a touchy one with sportspeople. 
Having got used to the limelight of victory, they are reluctant to 
relinquish it and assume the role of a has-been. While there are some 
athletes who just go on and on, there are a few who have the 
gruts—and the foresight—to call it a day while still at the top They 
are the ones who are remembered. 

It happens in every form of sport. A champion revels in his 
hallowed status till someone new comes along to replace him. When 
that happens, it is just another turn in the relentless cycle of sport 
Very rarely does a champion step down unvanquished. Then the 
whole world stands up to pay homage. 

Usha has decided to sign off with the 1988 Olympics Enjoying her 
reign in Asian athletics so far, she has decided that, having given it 
her best shot at the Seoul Olympics, she will retire to a much- 
neglected family life. If she does stick to her word, it could be the best 
thing she did After all, it would be ideal to be remembered as an 
undefeated Asian champion than hang around till some one new 
came along to beat her. 

So, meded or no medal, the 1988 Olympics is Usha's swansong. 


A part from the tremendous 

compietition that Usha will be facing, 
there is also the question of mental 
approach. It is high time (in fact, it may 
just be a little too late) she decides what 
she is looking for. All the excuses abu> it 
having to run so many events for 
country. State and employers lose 
credibility when you consider that an 
athlete is the sole person who decides 
what his or her ultimate goal is. Usha 
has to get her priorities in oi’der. 

It is all very well to garner glory at 
meets of Asian standards by winning 
four or five gold medals. It boosts the 
Indian medal tally to some degree of 
respectibility. It even increases her 
financial holdings considerably. But at 
what cost? This reluctance to specialise 
in her pet event virill slowly but surely 
take its toU. The effect showing through 
when she competes against the best in 
the world. 

As it is, the signs are already showing 
through. It cannot be denied that Usha 
has been dominating the Asian arena. 
But it also cannot be denied that she 





hasn't exactly been excelling whenever 
she runs against world-class runners 
The most recent example being the 1986 
World Championships which were held 
at Canberra. Lining up alongside some of 
the best 400m hurdlers in the world, 
Usha just managed a humble fifth place 
with a timing of 56 4 seconds. This year’s 
World Championships at Rome will give 
us a very clear picture of what to expect 
at the Olympics. 

The entire scenario is quite simple 
really. Usha just has to decide whether 
four or five Asian medals every year are 
more important to her than that Olympic 
medal. Once she has decided on that, the 
girl is surely talented enough to do 
whichever she chooses. But till such 
time, it is not even a medal that we 
should be talking* about. She would be 
lucky to make it to the finals. And having 
made it there, would be left floundering 
in the wake of a host of 52 and 53 second 
timings. 

But Usha is confident. And that, 
perhaps, may j'jst make the vital 
difference. 


Usha would 
be luckyto 
make the 
finals. And 
havii^Just 
about made It 
there, wchiM 
beleft 

fiounderingin 
the wake ofa 
host of 52 and 


timinKS.But 
U^is 
confident. 
Andth^ 
perhaps, may 
just maiw the 










MMtOMS 


T ill the 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics, 
India's hopes of a 
medal in the 
greatest sports show on 
earth always rested on 
hookey. Gold medalists 
eight times, silver 
medalists once and 
bronze medalists twice, 
the Indian hockey team 
were a force to reckon 
with in intomational 
hookey Now Indian 
hockey has slipped to 
abysmal depths. After 
finishing 12th and last 
in the 1986 World Cup, 
even qualifying for the 
Seoul Olympics is 
uncertain, making 
medal hopes for the 
Indian hockey team a 
remote possibility 
Hence, for 700 
million Indians, 
the only medal 
hope is the 
wonder girl 
from Kerala, P.T 


Usha—in her favourite 
event, 400 metres 
hurdles 

The pressure on her to 
succeed will be 
immense. The common 
man, the average 
housewife and the 
casual athletics fan feel 
Usha can do it. win a 
medal in the 400 metres 
hurdles at Seoul in the 
19R8 Olympics. 

However this maybe a 
case of wishful 
thinking. For the 
discerning follower of 
athletics, coaches, 
administrators and 
journalists, Uslra’s 
chances of a medal at 
Seoul are dim Opinions 




SEE NO CHANCE 
OF HER WINNING A 
MEDALATWE 
SEOUL OLYMPICS” 


That’s just one of the 
opinions voiced. Novy 
Kapadia speaks to a 
cross-section of Indians 
connected with the sport 


from a cross section of 
people closely connected 
with athletics revealed 
that most ‘experts' felt 
that Usha's ultimate 
acjhievement would be if 
she reaches the final of 
tile 400 metres hurdles 
at Seoul. 

Current national 
athletics coach, Vidya 
Sagar was very 
pessimistic about Usha 
winning a medal at the 
Seoul Ol.vmpics. He said 
“if she figures in the 
final it would be a great 
achievement, 
particularly if the 
Eastern bloc c-ountries 
are participating. Her 
timings are now not 
improving whereas the 
rest of the world is 
showing rapid 
improvement Currently 
she is ranked 40th in the 
world in the 400 metres 
hurdles and even 
accounting for certain 
improvement in her 
timings till next year. I 
see no chance of hei 
winning a medal at the 
Seoul Olympics.” When 
asked what could have 
been done to make P.T. 
Usha a medal prospect. 
Vidya Sagar was 
non-committal and said. 


“that is for her coach 
Nambiar to work out.” 

Secretary of the Delhi 
Athletics Association, 
Lalit Bhanot was more 
optimistic about Usha's 
chances. He maintained 
that “she has a chance 
for a medal, if she 
strives for it. She must 
become mentally 
determined to be the bes’ 
in the world and not just 
be content with being 
the best in Asia. Her 
recent performances 
should not be taken as 
an indication that she 
has slowed down. When 
running in India, it is 
invariably practise runs 
for her. My only doubt is 
that she does not seem 
mentally prepared, at 
the moment, to take on 
the responsibility of 
striving to become 
amongst the best in the 
world. She cannot win a 
medal unless she is able 
to run under 54 secs. 
She has the potential to 
do it, maybe more 
competitive experience 
with leading athletes in 
foreign countries would 
help her,” 

Avinash Singh, sports 
correspondent of the 
Hindustan Times, who 


follows and writes about 
athletic meets all over 
India was a former 400 
metres runner He is 
also doubtful about 
Usha s chances of a 
medal He has watched 
P T Usha since she 
made a maik as a 
10 year-old in the 
National Qames at 
Hyderabad m 1970 His 
observation is 1 feel 
that P T Usha is now 
getlinf? static She is not 
cuttmf? down on her best 
timings In fact at 
present she is nowheie 
near her best timing of 
55 42 secs Her best 
chance of a medal was at 
the 1984 Los Angeles 
Olympic s w hen the 
Socialist bloc nations did 
not parti*.ipate It was 
then a new event and not 
many athletes took to 
tho 400 metres hurdles 



"To win a 
medal in the 
demanding 
atmosphere 
of the 

Olympics, an 
athlete must 
not only be 
physically 
prepared but 
also 

psychologies' 
lly geared for 
the event” 


Now many women are 
pai ticipating in this 
event and the best 
timing in the woi Id is 
about 1 5 secs better 
tlian the 1984 Olympics 
gold medal wirming 
timing by the Moroccan 
girl I would not say that 
P 1 Usha IS going 
downhill but she is 
static She has not 
impioved upon her 
timings anywhere 
lecently Reaching the 
finals of hei event at 
Seoul will be a great 
achievement Avinash 
also seems to feel that if 
she had sustained 
foreign competition foi 
the last thi ee yeai s than 
she may have impi oved 
but now it IS too late 
Similai sentiments 
wei e echoc'd by lor race 
national athletics roach 
J S Baini Hat hex 
non (ximmital about 
Usha s c hances of a 
meclal he < ategoi ically 
said that Usha could 
have unproved with 
competition and 
exposurefoi about three 
years About her medal 
hopes he felt it would 
only be possible if the 
Eastern bloc nations do 
not take part 
R 8 Hooda senioi 
athletic s oach of the 
Motilal Neht u school of 
spoi ts at Rai says that 
if all countries 
pai ticipate Usha has no 
chance of a medal at the 
Seoul Olympics With 
more foi eigii exposui e 
even pow she could do 
wonders but the foreign 
tiainmgand 
competition must be 
continuous for a year 
Kanwar Smgh Oulia 
semoi athletics coac h of 
the Sports Author ity of 
India (SAI) feels t hat 
P T Usha will impi ove 
no doubt till the 1988 
Olympics but chances 
of a medal for hex are 
very slim He also 


Usha is like a child 
lost in the woods 


rnHAT P T Usha is an extraordinary athlete 
X would be to put it very mildly indeed She in 
endowed with athleticism which is both super¬ 
ior and graceful In fact she has everything 
that should help to make her one of the 
greatest athletes of all time m mtemational 
sport She fust gave a hint of this in the Los 
Angeles Olympics when she became the most 
unassuming and unfancied runner to make 
the final of a track or held event 

If Usha has not improved upon her eamher 
marks, it is for the simple reason that she does 
not really know how to set about achieving her 
ambition for sucxiess She is like a child, lo^ m 
the wcxjds 

Texiay's highly charged competitive scene m 
athletics demands a schedule of racing that 
can best be described as ruthless One has to 
learn to beat one’s superior rivals through 
frequent exposure This is the one aspect 
where she has dithered In her gentleness and 
humility, she has just not aimed high enough 
She has virtually accepted success at a lower 
level Asian medals are virtually chicken feed 
for this remarkable sprinter, and those who 
have been responsible for her traming and 
progress would be well advised to understand 
tins 

With a year to go foi the 1988 Olympics, 
there is time enough for Usha to prepare for 
Seoul on a war footing She has to break the 
51-second barrier m the 400 and the 54-8econd 
mark in the 400m hurdles And she needs to 
do this fairly soon It is quite obvious she 
cannot do this in Indian competitions, and in 
the manner m which she is pressing on at the 
moment No time must be lost in bringing her 
on the track against the Debbie Fhntoffs and 
the like, to get accustomed to racing finsro the 
gun and not taking for granted that the flniah 
would receive her before anyone elae 
IlMilHBlwHa 














It remains to be 
seen if Nambiaris 
able to smoothen 
out the flaws 

mHE countdown to the 1988 Olympics be- 
1 gan—for Seoul—5CX) days from the games. 
The way P.T. Usha is being discussed, it 
appears that the countdown has also begun for 
her. She is already under pressure she could 
do without. 

Talk about Usha to her coach O.M. Nambiar 
and he will tell you he is hopeful of her 
bagging an Olympic medal, which she missed 
by a hundredth of a second at Los Angeles in 
1984. If only she had lunged at the tape she 
might well have snatched it.’They replayed the 
finish again and again on the giant screen at 
the Los Angeles stadium before the verdict was 
finally announced. Her time then was 55.42, a 
hundredth of a second slower than Romanian, 
Christine Cojacaru. 

Has she improved enough since then to 


make one hopeful of her chances? Whatsyw 
Nambiar may think or say, I certainly have my 
doubts. It will be the same stadium in Seoul 
where our precious national asset from Kerala 
salvaged the honour of our track and field 
contingent to the Asian Games by winning 
four gold medals, which included the 40C 
metres hurdles gold, in addition to a silver 
medal. 

It is in the context of the 400 metres hurdler 
that one discusses Usha's Olympic meda] 
chances at Seoul next year. Last year, at the 
Asian Games, Usha was an overworkec 
athlete, competing in all races from 100 to 40C 
metres in addition to the hurdles event anc 
relays. Coach Nambiar now plans to get her tt 
concentrate only on the 400 metres and th< 
hurdles for next year’s Olympics. That is on< 
reason for his optimism. 

There are any number of European anc 
American women faster than the Asian tracl 
cpieen in the 100 and 200 metres, the coacl 
seems to reason, and rightly so. But how doei 
he arrive at a different cxmclusion when i 
comes to the 400 metres flat or hurdles? High 
now there are repox’tedly about 35 athletei 
clocking better timings than our champion 
The East Germans alone have about half i 


reiterates that only if the 
Socialist Blex; runners, 
particularly those from 
GDR and USSR, boycott 
the Olympics, does Usha 
have a medal chance. He 
was also of the opinion 
that continuous 
international 
competition and 
exposure would help her 
and improve her medal 
chances. 

Parmcxl Kumar 
Goswami, a young 
athletics coach, based in 
Hissar and attached to 
the Haryana govt 
sports department, came 
into national 
prominence as the man 
who discovered and 
coached Suman Rawal 
in her formative years. 
Commenting on P T 
Usha’s chances of a 
medal at the Seoul 
Olympics, he said that, 
*1 want Usha to win a 
, medal at the Seoul 
Olympics, as does every 
Indian, but I do not 
think she has a chance. 
The gifts from GDR and 
USSR and others like 


Debbie Plintoff and 
Debbie Brown, are now 
all clocking much better 
timings than her. Uslia 
seems to have got static 
in India. I feel that only 
if the East European 
countries do not 
participate will she have 
a medal chance.” 

Bhim Singh, h^h 
jump gold medalist in 
the 1966 Asiad at 
Bangkok and bronze 
medalist in the same 
event four years later 
also expressed doubts 
about Usha’s ability to 
win a medal in the 400 
metres hurdles at the 
Seoul Olympics. He said: 
“she has the talent and 
potential but I do not 
think she is mentally 
resol ved to take up the 
challenge and hard 
work to become the best 
in the world. I feel she 
has become gradually 
complacent at being the 
best woman athlete in 
Asia. Whilst foreign 
women athletes are 
improving their timings 
in the 400 metres 


hurdles, she seems to 
have become stagnant.” 
Bhim Singh also felt 
that, unless Usha gets 
regular international 
competition, from now 
on, she will not be able to 
improve and be in with a 
medal chance at the 
Seoul Olympics. 

Dr J.S. Naruka, 
Director of physical 
education at the 
University of Delhi gave 
a learned analysis of 
why Usha would not win 
a medal at the Seoul 
Asiad. He maintained 
that, “to win a medal in 
the demanding 
atmosphere of the 
Olympics, an athlete 
must not only be 
physically prepared but 
also psychologically 
geared for the event. 
Usha has to be prepared 
to win a medal in hei' 
mind. She has to be 
psychologically geared ^ 
up to cope with tough i 
opposition. Usha is a | 
prize athlete and must 
get special treatment, 
like a sports doctor and i 
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Icoen glrla capable of clocking timings of 
wtween 63 and 55 seconds Usha’s best re- 
nams her effort at Loe Angeles where the East 
Jermans and Soviets did not compete 

Usha's best in the 400 flat is 51 61, clocked 
n the last World Cup at Canberra Add rough- 
y 3 5 seconds to that when it comes to the 
lurdles This is not to discourage Usha But 
>ne has to take a realistic view 

Usha has a medal chance only if she can clip 
it least a whole second off her previous best 
rhat may carry her into the final But then 
vho knows'^ 

Los Angfeles was different That was the lii st 
une that the 400 metres hurdles event was put 
>n the women’s Olympic programme There 
vere then not many girls specialising in it 
Shrewdly Nambiar switched Usha to it and 
law the rare sight of an Indian in an Olympic 
Inal It will be very different at Seoul next 
rear, with indications that the Eastern bloc 
lations including East Germany will com- 
lete 

Usha has come a long way smce she com 
leted in her first Olympics at Moscow as a 
L 6-year-old child At 23 age is still on hei side 
3ut she will have to improve considerably and 
me smcerely wishes she is able to do so To cut 


down on her tuning she still has to improve 
her hurdhng and striding in between It 
remains to be seen if Nambiar is able to 
smoothen out the flaws and help her cut a 
valuable fraction of a second each time she 
goes over the sticks 

Training IS not all Skills are also honed with 
competitive experience One's mind goes back 
to the experience of competitions that the great 
Milkha Singh had gamed as his build-up to the 
Rome Olympics in 1960 But one cannot see an 
Usha going thiough the same competitive 
grind on her own If only someone had also 
thought of helping her think and take care of 
herself 

The world championships in Rome in 
Septembei will provide a valuable pomter to 
Usha’s chances She should be there by right, 
and then we will know where she really 
stands 

There is nothing left for her to ai hieve as far 
as the Asian scene is concerned An Olympic 
medal will be her ultimate fulfilment One 
hopes she is able to achieve it before she calls it 
a day and settles down in life like any other 
young woman But one has to be realistic, as I 
said 

K. Dstta (Senior Sports Correspondent, Tlmee of lodfo) 
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psychologist attached to 
her permanently, in 
combined ef foi t to win a 
medal Nambiar is 
useful as her personal 
coach but lacks adequate 
knowledge to prepaie an 
athlete for the Olympics 
He should be given full 


hog all the glory There 
are aspects ol scientific 
preparation which he 
may not be awai e oi and 
so should utilise 
specialised help 
available in India Usha 
should howevei be 
regularly sentabioid 


Olympics If other 
athletes have improved 
which I am sure they 
have then even 
reaching the fmal for 
Usha will bo difficult 
She should go abroad 
more for international 
competition to try and 



assistance 

At pi esent I do not 
think that Usha is being 
prepared on the i ight 
hues for an Olympic 
medal She must get 
more international 
competition and should 
only concentrate on one 
event 1 feel it would 
have been better if she 
had concentrated on the 
400 meti es hurdles 
only rather than 
attempt so many events 
till the Asian meet at 
Singapore I do not 
think she needs to go 
abroad for training 
Nambiar and a dedicated 
team of spoi ts experts 
can mentally and 
psychologically prepare 
her in India also 
However Nambiar mvust 
not be selfish and try to 


foi international meets 
so that she can get 
mentally tough b> 
competing against the 
best athletes in ttie 
world 

The official masseui to 
the Indian contingent at 
the Olympics Asian 
Gam<*s and the SAt 
games Ashok Kumar 
gave his own simplified 
but logical explanation 
why Usha would not win 
a medal at the Seoul 
Oljmpus He said ‘I 
want her to win but how 
can It be Dekho bhai, a.t 
Los Angelos Olympics, 
when USSR and QDR 
ai hletes did not run, she 
came fourth All four of 
their athletes are better 
than Usha, so maximum 
she can achieve is 8th 
position at the Seoul 


improve her timings I 
feel she only has a medal 
chance if the socialist 
bloc countries 
withdiaw ’ 

Qaus Mohd a young 
sports writer and 
commentator in Hindi, 

IS the only one who 
exuded optimism He 
said that, “it will be 
miraculous if Usha wins 
a medal at the Seoul 
Olympics butoneyeai 
18 a long time and 1 
think that Nambiai can 
inspire Usha to raise her 
performance and win a 
medal She is capable of 
one supreme effort and 
winning a medal 
piobably bronze at 
Seoul However she 
needs more 
international 
competition 
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FOCUS 


Indian Athletics, 
don’t fool yourself 


A LITTLE optimism 
never harmed any¬ 
body. But when 
you take it beyond 
the realms of reality, 
you get only as far as the 
Man From La Mancha 
got. Nowhere. You only 
fool yourself. 

India has always fan¬ 
cied herself as a power 
in Asian athletics. And 
rightly so She was. But 
with the emergence of 
China. Korea and the 
Middle East countries on 
the Asian athletics 
scene, our position has 
been usurped We are 
like the former British 
Prime Minister who. 
term and popularity 
over, becomes a back¬ 
bencher in the Com¬ 
mons. 

In spite of the odd 
Asian medal, thanks to 
our women, there is no 
upward movement in 
our standards. Consider 
this: Out of a total of 24 
national records in the 
men’s section, 15 have 
been set in the 60’s and 
70’8. Which means that 
a mere 37 per cent of our 
men’s national marks 
have been set in the last 
seven years. And when 
you put this dismsd sta¬ 
tistic side by side with 
the vast and regular im- 
provement by other 
Asian countries, what 
do you get*^ The present 
situation—where gold 
medals are but a dream. 

It is only in our ladies 
that we can find some 
solace. Of the 20 nation¬ 
al recoixis. only two have 
a date prior to 1980 be¬ 
side it. The Ushas, Shan- 
baghs and Nachappas 


will ensure that this 
trend continues, for a 
few years at least 
Of late, the one prob¬ 
lem that has been domi¬ 
nating both the adminis¬ 
tration and our athletes 
does not concern train¬ 
ing Neither does it con¬ 
cern the sad state of 
affairs. It is instead to do 
with selection criteria. 
Today, if our athletes 
concentrate more on 
meeting qualifying 
marks to merit selection 


for foreign trips rather 
than doing their best at 
the meet itself, then the 
fault lies with the 
haphazard, unsystema¬ 
tic and sometimes over- 
ambitious selection 
methods. 

In setting qualifying 
standards, the Govern¬ 
ment and the AAFl. in 
order to save their own 

Annavi’s record in the 
high jump in one of the 
newer national marks 


skins, forget to take into 
account the actual 
potential of our athletes. 
Still recovering from the 
shock they got at the 
Seoul Asian Games the 
Government has now de¬ 
cided to put its wrong 
foot down. Stringent 
standards of qualifying 
will save them a repeti¬ 
tion of the Seoul embar¬ 
rassment. True. But the 
danger here is that no 
talented young athlete 
will be allowed to get a 
look outside the country 
unless he reaches inter¬ 
national class through 
national competition 
only And the vicious 
circle is complete be¬ 
cause to reach any real 
standard, national expo¬ 
sure is not enough. 

Again, it is quite ridi¬ 
culous to make the tim¬ 
ings of one meet the 
qualifying timings for a 
completely different 
competition. What logic 
has the Government 
used to set third place 
timings of the Seoul 
Asiad as the qualifying 
marks for the Asian 
Track and Field Cham¬ 
pionships to be held in 
Singapore next month? 
The Government in their 
ignorance and fear are 
not making the best use 
of the Singapore meet as 
a chance to expxise some 
of the talent. 

O NLESS some rethink¬ 
ing is done regarding 
the whole selection sys¬ 
tem, our athletes will 
continue to treat the 
selection trials with 
greater seriousness and 
resolve than they do the 





Unless some rethinking is 
done regarding the whole 
selection system, our 
athletes will continue to treat 
the selection trials with 
greater seriousness and 
resoive than they do the 
actual race itself. Moreover, 
it is detrimentai to have 
athietes worry about whether 
they will be going to the 
international meet rather 
than concentrate on doing 
their best 


actual race itself. 
Moreover, it is de¬ 
trimental to have 
athletes worry about 
whether they will be 
g’oing to the internation¬ 
al meet rather than con¬ 
centrate on doing their 
best 

The pressures that the 
selection criteria puts on 
the athlete does not, in 
the long run, do the 
overall cause any good 
How otherwise would 
you explain a case like 
Balwinder Singh at the 
Seoul Asian Games'^ 
Prior to the Games at the 
selection meets, the 
weightlifting shot put¬ 
ter broke the Asian re¬ 
cord heaving the shot to 
18.71m. Less than a 
month later Balwinder 
failed to win a medal at 
Seoul, managing only a 
shade beyond the 17 and 
a half metre line. 

The only other answer 
to mysteries of this na¬ 
ture would be drugs. 
Which brings us to our 
other area of negligence. 
The government should 
insist that, as far as 
possible, the conditions 
in the selection meets 
matches those under 
which the athlete will 
eventually perform. 
This would mean having 


electronic timing, drug 
tests and even, when 
possible, weather condi¬ 
tions. 

It IS a shame that, in 
spite of having the 
equipment, we do not 
use electronic timers 
during trials The sub¬ 
traction and addition of 
seconds according to the 
method of timing is to¬ 
day a thing of the past. 

A fter the farce at 
Seoul last year it was 
decided that drug tests 
would be introduced 
during selection trials. 
Yet nothing has been 


done to implement this 
policy The dangei- heie 
is that the athlete is 
tempted to boost his per¬ 
formance by the use ol 
drugs so he can make 
the trip abroad And 
with qualifying stan¬ 
dards adding extra 
pressure, the temptation 
to use drugs is even 
greater. As a result, af¬ 
ter performing miracles 
at home we go and make 
fools of ourselves 
abroad. And the finger 
of accusation should not 
only point at the athlete 
but at the system as a 
whole. 


Another reason why | 
our athletes very often j 
do not perform up to ' 
expectations is because 
we overestimate them 
without actually know¬ 
ing their worth in com¬ 
parison to athletes out¬ 
side the country No 
i\onder Usha seemed 
worried and even took 
down the details when 
my colleague showed 
her the copy of the lAAF 
booklet, that carried the 
best 400m hurdles tim¬ 
ings of 1986 
Because of an athlete's 
absense from the world 
circuit, we seem to 
forget what the others 
aie doing and take com¬ 
fort in our own improve¬ 
ments Usha herself is 
guilty of this uncon¬ 
cern And if she doesn’t 
win a medal at Seoul 
next yeai’. which she 
probably won’t then it 
should go down as a les¬ 
son to Indian athletics. 

A talent so great fades 
away without concrete 
world recognition 

We have to be optimis¬ 
tic but let's not overdo it 
Considering the present 
state of Indian athletics 
it takes a certain amount 
of optimism even to be 
pessimistic 
Andy O’Brien 
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PRABHAT ZARDA PRODUCT 


CONTAINS ADDED FLAVOUR 


CHEWING OF TOBACCO IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 






ALLIMTHEOAME 



A Humble 
Beginning 

The Adidas story 

DIDAS. the leading 
sports 

man ufactuerer 
from West Germany, 
was the dreamchild of 
Adolf Dassler 
Capitalising on the 
postwar sports boom 
Dassler built the 
foundation of a 
multi-million dollar 
conglomerate that was 
later headed by his son 
Horst And now. after 
building Adidas into a 
worldwide sporting 
powerbase, Horst has 
also passed on to holier 
abodes 

Quite an impressive 
achievement lor a laniilv 
where the graridniother 
was a humble 
lauiideress in 
llerzogenauraeh, a 
small township where 
the Dass'ei s were once 
better known as the 
‘wftisehers’ 


Bishop’s 
Move 

Is it fair? 

HERE may still be a. 
few people in the 
world of athletics who 
are disgruntled about 
Priscilla Welch’s 
number-trimming in the 
London Marathon 
While that was crime 
enough to merit 
disqualification if they’d 
been adamant about the 
rules, the latest episode 
will have the purists 
howling in iiidigination. 


The L’Equipe road 
race was well into its 
stride when the Press 
bus took a diversion in 
order to avoid a low 
bridge. Following close 
behind, the driver of the 
vehicle that was leading 
the race also 
absentmindedly took the 
same turn-off. So did 
Mike Bishop who was 
leading in the race 
Suddenly realising 
what had happened, the 
officials bundled Bishop 
into the bus and dropp^ 
him off at the end of the 
diversion. He eventually 
went on to win the race 
and £ 1.200 

Costly 
Cops 

The TCCB’s 
problem 

ITH the sudden 
upsurge of racial 
violence sparked off by 
the England-Pakistan 
series currently on in 
England, the TCCB are 
in a quandary about how 
to combat this avoidable 
problem. The Edgbaston 
gr<3und being the most 
volatile arena of racial 
c-onfrontation—the 
P-ikistani youth who 
had his juglar slit by< 
flying glass during the 
one-day international 
between England and 
Pakistan will vouch for 
that—the authorities are 


a little worried about the 
coming Test at the same 
venue. 

Worried about 
controlling the 
problems, the TCCB 
have planned to combat 
the trouble makers by 
posting a much higher 
number of policemen 
inside the ground. But 
their coffers are going to 
be a little emptied if they 
stick to their original 
plan of having an extra 
100 policemen inside the 
ground. Especially 
considering the rates for 
police support. ,■ 

Poheemen outside the 
ground, free. Policemen.' 
inside the ground: £75 
per day per policeman. 

Lucky‘13’ 

Which side of the 
fence are you on? 

T hirteen is 
supposed to be a 
number to be avoided at 
all costs. But there are 
some who would beg to 
differ. Ask two English 
pacemen who were 
playing for Middlesex in 
a friendly match at 
Lord’s. Norman Cowans 
and Wilf Slack were 
converted to the latter 
school of thought when 
an almost unbeheveable 
sequence of coincidence 
saw both of them being 
involved in the ‘13’ 
syndrome. 

Norman Cowans was 
bowling to Hameez Raja, 
when he had the 
batsman edging the first 
ball of his third over for 
his first wicket of the 
match. The ball was his 
13th. Just a little later it 
was Wilf Slack’s turn. 
Bowling to the ace 
Pakistani batsman 
Javed Miaudad. Slack 
played the stumps with 
the first ball of his third 
over. Again his 13th 
delivery! 
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A Break 
Alter Ten 

T en years ago he 
was an under¬ 
weight, slightly built, 
and reasonably 
talented medium fast 
bowler on his first 
tour abroad. He was 
included in the side 
primarily because the 
big boys were away 
doing duty for Kerry 
Packer. 

Today he is a ma¬ 
ture, experienced 
bowler and probably 
the fastest in the 
game. Easily the most 
feared. For Malcolm 
Marshall it has been a 
smooth, predictable 
rise to the top. 

But playing cricket 
all twelve months of 
the year for ten unin¬ 
terrupted years is 
really asking for too 
much from this truly 
great bowler. For 
Marshall it’s always 
been his team—be it 
West Indies or Hamp¬ 
shire—before him¬ 


self. But finally the 
man has realised that 
you can do that much 
and no more. 

He has backed out 
of the Reliance Cup to 
be held later this 
year. He will also skip 
the tour of India im¬ 
mediately alter. His 
reasons he needs a 
rest and it is his be¬ 
nefit year at Hamp¬ 
shire and he will 
therefore be busy 
doing the necessary 
leg-work. One can 
sympathise with the 
fast towler. but can¬ 
not but feel sorry for 
Viv Richards and his 
team. They will be 
trying to prove a lot 
of people wrong 
They will do their best 
to win back the label 
of World Champions 
again. Marshall has 
just made things a lot 
more difficult and a 
lot easier for oppos¬ 
ing batsman, who 
are, we presume, 
breathing a lot more 
easily 



Gatting’s 

Batting^ 

Honoured 

H e will never be re¬ 
membered as one 
of England’s greatest 
batsman. Or even one 
of her great captains. 
But there is some¬ 
thing about the man 
that makes him a 
very important part 
of English cricket. 
Mike Getting is the 
name. 

The English Cap¬ 
tain found his name 
on the Queen’s Birth¬ 
day Honours list. He 
was named Officer of 
the Order of the Brit¬ 
ish Empire by a re¬ 
lease from Bucking¬ 
ham Palace. Gatting, 
as if saying “thank 
you” kept his side of 
the deal with a 
masterly 196 for Mid¬ 
dlesex against Some¬ 
rset With as many as 
31 fours and one six, 
the Middlesex captain 
completed his first 
century of the season. 



With this new hon¬ 
our to his name and a 
load of confidence 
under his belt, Gat¬ 
ting must be looking 
forward to the rest of 
the series against 
Pakistan There’s still 
a lot to come. 


On The Spot 


T HE basics of soccer 
hustling says: 
"Never take a throw- 
in from where the ball 
has gone out of 
play. Always gain a 
few yards on it.” 
Whether it be soccer 
at the international 
level or at the local 
club level, the policy 
has always been the 
same. It was an 
assumed offence. And 
no one was doing 
anything about it. Till 
now. 

FIFA have finally 
decided to pull up 
such an offender. 
From next season re¬ 


ferees will be expected 
to point to the exact 
spot where the throw- 
in should be taken. If 
the player throws it 
in from any other 
spot besides the one 
from where he is sup¬ 
posed to, he will 
penalised. He will not 
be permitted to take 
the throw-in again. 
The opposing team 
will gain possession 
of the ball. 

The rule, passed 
rather late in the day, 
will come into play 
from the start of the 
next season. Better 
late than never. 









Medal Meddle 

A YEAR ago Meher 
:!haiid returned 
home fom Seoul-hav¬ 
ing finished a dis¬ 
appointing fifth in 
the 00 kilos category. 
But then Indian 
weightlifters have 
never done particu¬ 
larly well in the 
heavier categories. So 
not much was said, 
and presumably ev¬ 
erything was for¬ 
gotten. 

Last week, almost a 
year after the Seoul 
Asiad. the Interna¬ 
tional Weightlifting 
Federation 
announced that the 
two Iranian partici¬ 
pants in the 90 kilos 
category were dis¬ 
qualified. The Iranian 
lifters who finished 
third and fourth, 
failed to pass the dope 
test that was con¬ 
ducted at the conclu¬ 
sion of the event As a 



Problem At The Top 


result Meher Chand 
went up two slots and 
was declared the win¬ 
ner of the bronze 
medal. 

Yes, there is no 
doubt that a medal is 
always welcome, no 
matter when it comes. 
But what is surpris¬ 
ing. IS the prolonged 
delay in talcing the 
decision Surely it 
doesn't take so many 
months to confirm a 
disqualification on a 
dope test’- 


Gutsy Ole Fig^hter 

H e will go down in tennis history as the man 
with the most menacing service return and 
one of the greatest fighters the game has ever 
seen. A decade and a half of top class interna¬ 
tional tennis behind him and Jimmy Connors 
is still looking’for more. And this ain’t just 
wishful thinking 

Very nearly 35, Connors made it to the final 
of the Stella Artois grass court championships 
at Queen's Club, and almost won his fourth 
title here. 

This year Connors, as always, will be a serious 
threat to Becker and the younger bunch. After 
beating F^t Cash in the Queen’s Club semis 
and running Becker close in the final, he looks 
as dangerous as ever. 



R ameez raja 

must rate as the 
most dependable 
Pakistani batsman af¬ 
ter Javed Miandad.. 
While the likes of 
Salim Malik and Man- 
soor Akhtar may be 
far more entertaining 
to watch, there is no 
denying that Raja 
provides the required 
solidity to the bat¬ 
ting. And for a Test 
match that’s far more 
important, ® 

The Pakistanis 
therefore have a se¬ 
rious problem on 
their hands. Raja had 
dislocated his shoul¬ 
der while fielding 
during his side’s 
match against North¬ 
amptonshire and will 
be out of cricket for at 
least two weeks He’s 
just missed the 
sec-ond Test and he 
may well skip the 
next one too. With the 
other batsmen not 


Still 

Winning 

I T IS the story of a 
man who has never 
been to the city be¬ 
fore. The jungle, trees 
and wil<f life is all he’s 
ever known. Sudden¬ 
ly he finds himself in 
the heart of New 
York. What follows is 
great fun. And with 
Australian comedian 
Paul Hogan in the 
lead, ‘Crocodile Dun¬ 
dee’ is a runaway suc¬ 
cess. 

As many as 600 in- 
■/estors pooled in to 
make the film. Three 
of them you know. 
Dennis Lillee, Greg 
Chappell and Rod 



doing exceptionally 
well Imran Khan has 
a problem And it’s 
going to take some 
solving. 


Mai'sh. The trio who 
dominated Austra¬ 
lian, and indeed 
world cricket in their 
time, made their ‘ht- 
tle’ contribution to¬ 
wards the film, and 
probably forgot about 
it. But with the film 
doing exceptionally 
well at the box office 
they stand to gam as 
much as 1000 per 
cent of their invest¬ 
ment. While Chappell 
and Lilliee should be 
richer by about 
500,000 Australian 
dollars. Marsh could 
make up to 200,000 
dollars. 

But no big deal. 
.They’ve always been 
winners anyway! 






The victorious Tamil Nadu girls. 


ROUNmiP 

MA DRAS 

Take A Bow, 
Ladies 

A FEW years ago an 

established Test player, 
when asked for his views on 
women's cricket termed it as 
a “Bad joke." Well, women’s 
cricket has today reached a stage 
when it cannot be taken as a joke, 
good or bad. The fairer sex has 
always been serious about the 
game, in the face of many 
obstacles like male chauvinism, 
dormant associations both at the 
State and all-India levels, and a 
general lack of encouragement 
from all quarters, even at the 
parental level The ladies have 
frequently paid out of their 
pockets or have had to make their 
own financial arrangements to 
play in tournaments or make 
international trips. Given this 
seamy background it is perhaps a 
matter of great national pride that 
two Indian girls are world record 
holders. Diana Edulji (most 
number of wickets taken by any 
bowler in Test matches) and 
Sandhya Agarwal (highest 
individual score, 190 against 
England last year) 

However, things are slowly 
improving. Men are coming out of 
their chauvinistic shell and are 
openly helping the girls in 
various ways P K. 

Dharmalingam. who has played 
for Services and Tamil Nadu in the 
Ranji Trophy and has been the 
State coach for many years, is 
more closely associated these days 
with women’s cricket rather than 
men's cricket as a coach and 
godfather During the third 
Laxmi Devi Memorial invitation 
cricket tournament held in 
Madras in June, a popular sticker 
sported by men two wheeler riders 
was; “I support women’s cricket ’’ 
And the competition itself was 
sponsored to the tune of almost 
80,000 rupees. Yes, women 
cricketers have come a long way, 
but it has been one long hard road 
to traverse since they took to the 
game in a serious way more than a 
decade ago. 


If anything, the Laxmi Devi 
tournament only proved the 
tremendous strides that the 
women have made in the game. 

E ight teams: Punjab, 

Karnataka. Andhra Pradesh, 
Bombay. Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, West Bengal and 
Tamil Nadu participated 

In the semi final Maharashtra 
were surprise victors against MP, 
while Tamil Nadu who were 
runners up last year, dethroned 
Bombay on a technical verdict 
Bombay scored 124 for seven in 30 
overs and Tamil Nadu replied with 
94 for five in 22 3 overs when bad 
light halted play. Bombay at the 
end of the 22nd over were 81 for 
three, so according to the 
tournament rules Tamil Nadu 
were declared winners. 

The hosts who had prepared 
well for the tournament were clear 
favourites to beat Maharashtra 
and inscribe their names on the 
trophy for the first time. Moreover 
in the group match, Tamil Nadu 
had defeated Maharashtra by 
eight wickets In the final Tamil 
Ni^u repeated the trick winning 
by an identical margin, to bring 
the trophy to the city, which plays 
host to this popular annual event. 
At the end of the tournament, one 
was already looking forward with 
keen anticipation to next year. 
Certainly the crowds will be there, 
if this year’s unexpectedly large 
response is any yardstick. 

The tournament had one little 
moment of drama. This occurred 
when the group match between 


Karnataka and Bengal ended m a 
tie. Karnataka hiid declared their 
innings closed—something 
unheard of in a limited overs 
game—at 121 for nine off 24 5 
overs Bengal inched their way to 
121 for seven off 30 overs 
Karnataka’.? contention was that 
they should be awaided the match 
as they had scored their runs in 
fewer overs Bengal's view was 
that they were winners since they 
had lost fewer wickets The 
tournament committee rules were 
not totally clear on this point 
Finally after a 24-hour ilelay, 
during which there were 
prolonged discussions, the 
committee ruled Bengal winners 
This bit of controversy had a 
lesson for the organisei s— to plug 
any loopholes in the rules 
Hopetull.y the rules will be c'learer 
next year. 

Mini Tennis 

M ini Tennis has come to 

India. The new sport for the 
very young which is said to 
have played a big part in the rapid 
development of players from 
Europe, particularly Sweden and 
Czechoslovakia has taken root 
here following the visit a few 
months ago of the well-known 
Swedish coach, Lief Dahlgren. I 
The concept of Mini Tennis is ' 
based on the fact that .youngsters \ 
of the age between five and seven 
are likely to be disillusioned with 
the game as it may be too difficult. 
They may find that the racket is 
too long, the courts too big and 
the balls heavy. Consequently it 
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has been found that some turn 
their attention to easier to learn 
sports after a brief flirtation with 
tennis. 

Mini Tennis thus has a vital role 
in the development of tennis 
players at the formative stages, 
particularly when the wards are 
between the ages of live and seven. 
In fact children of this agfe group 
are already having the benefit of 
playing Mini Tennis at two 
schools at Madras, the Triangle 
Tennis Trust under the 
supervision of H.K. Joshi and the 
Tamil Nadu Tennis Association 
coaching school under the 
guidance of Robin Manfred. 

According to Mr Joshi, who has 
coached in Europe, the concept of 
Mini Tennis is relatively new even 
in the Continent and in America 
“It could not have been in vogue 
for more than three or four years. 
The concept of Mini Tennis is to 
encourage the theme that one can 
play tennis practically anywhere, 
since the rules are simple and the 
equipment more flexible." 


The dimensions of a court for 
Mini Tennis is 44 feet by 17 feet 
compared with 78 feet by 36 feet 
the normal dimensions for a 
tennis court. The height of the net 
is 85 centimetres or 2 3/4 feet. The 
rackets are lighter and the balls 
though bigger are actually lighter 
since they are made of soft 
sponge. The youngsters can play 
on a tennis court itself and the 
result is that eight tiny tots can 
play whereas otherwise only two 
could play. The "Tretorn” balls, 
imported from Sweden have 
already arrived here as also have 
the special nets. The balls weigh 
about 20 grams less and bounce 
about in a less lively manner. 

IntroducHid at the school level. 
Mini Tennis can become very 
popular and act as a sort of bridge 
to normal tennis The AIT A 
intends to choose two schools each 
in Madras, Bombay, Bangalore, 
Calcutta. Hyderabad and Delhi for 
experimenting on this 
revolutionary mode of tennis 

PSrtab Ramchand. 


LimcaBook 
Of Records 

T his is a laudable project 

initiated by the makers of the 
lime ‘n’ iemoni soft drink, 
Limca. The book will attempt to 
foster a culture of excellence in all 
spheres of life in our country; it 
will be the first-ever effort to 
catalogue the achievements of 
Indians in India and abroad. 

The Limca Book of Records will 
be different from most other books 
of records published in the world. 
These focus primarily on the 
weird and the exotic often to the 
exclusion of positive 
achievements. The Limca Book of 
Records, besides catalogueing 
quantifiable records to satisfy the 
curiosity of readers, will give a 
place of honour to Indians and 
persons of Indian origin who have 
made a valuable contribution to 
the quality of life in all spheres of 
human achievement, including 
arts and culture 
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Riaz Mohammed 
(above) is an example 
of what orioket is 
coming to these days. 
His throat out by 
flying glass at 
Edgbaston, Riaz was 
saved by a quick 
thinking 

policewoman Theresa 
Sharpies, pictured 
here alongside him. 
(Below) Ace rallyist 
Shekhar Mehta, his 
wife and co-driver 
Tvonne and their 
Nissan SUvUeOOSX 
prior to the start of 
the four day long 
Acropolis Bally 






/Vhti 


(Right top) 
Flamboyant sprinter 
Carl Lewis hasn't won 
a major race for some 
time. Yet here he 
manages to force a 
smile and raise his 
sister Carol’s hand 
after she won her pet 
long jump event at a 
meet in Seville. Mrs 
Lewis smiles in the 
background. (Below) 
Another example of 
safety in racing: 

Sw^e Stefan 
Johansson’s Formula 
1 car was smashed 
beyond repair during 
praotioeforthe 
British Grand Prix, 
yet the driver escaped 
without injury 

All photographs by 
AP 




















D/ARY 

W «llHW Mats Wilander 
pannot adjust to 
the switch from clay to 
' eri'&ss soon enoug’h and 
crashes out to Eric Jelen 
' in the first round of the 
• Queen’s Club tennis 
tournament at London 
Other big: names who 
make the next round are 
Jimmy Connors and 
Stefan Edberg. 

U JMB Unionism 
creeps up on the 
cricket pitch as the 
Ehig’lish Test cricketers 
threaten to go on strike 
if they are banned from 
playing or coaching in 
South Africa This is in 
anticipation of an 
anti-apartheid move by 
the West Indies. 

India has mixed luck at 
the Queen’s Club tennis 
tournament as Hamesh 
Krishnan gets past 
Eddie Edwards 1-6, 7-5, 
8-6 to move into the 
second round. Vijay 
Amritraj, however, 
cannot survive the 
onslaught of Patrick 
Kuhnen. 

Jhm Ramesh 
Krishnan plays an 
immaculate first set to 
down Andreas Maurer 
6-1, 7-6 and move into 
the quarterfinals of the 
Queen's Club tennis 
tournament. Also 
making the 

quarterfinals are Jimmy 
Connors, Eric Jelen and 
Boris Becker. 

Pakistan are still good 
enough to beat Scotland, 
in spite of rain and a 
slippei'y outfield, in a 
one-day international at 
Glasgow Pakistan 
restrict the Scots to 128 
for eight in 38 overs 
after they had totalled 
203 for six in 42 overs. 

JMf Veteran 
jpa^y Connors 


plays inspired tennis to 
edge his way past Pat 
Cash 7-6, 6-4 in the 
semifinals of the 
Queen’s Club tennis 
tournament Inthe other 
semifinal, Boris Becker 
combats the rain and 
Tim Mayotte to win 4-6, 
7-6, 6-4 Mayotte had 
earlier beaten Ramesh 
Krishnan in the 
quarterfinals. 

Champion decathlete 
Daley Thompson is 29 
points better than 
French decathlete 
Christian Plaziat in a 
special event comprising 
three events—the lOOm, 
the long jump and 
weightlifting -at an 
athletics meet at Reims 

June The farce is 
completed at the 
Scottish Open tennis 
championships as Ivan 
Lendl, the top seed, is 
forced out due to 
influenza leaving 
Anders Jarryd to face 
Andres Gomez in the 
final at Edinburg. 

Junu Boris Becker 
warns the world of 
his intentions at 
Wimbledon as he 
outslugs Jimmy 
Connors in the final of 
the Queen’s Club tennis 
tournament. 

Tennis fans are 
disappointed as John 
McEnroe announces 
that he will not be 
playing at Wimbledon 
this year as he feels he is 
not fully fit. 

Junu Derek Randall, 
former England Test 
cricketer is manhandled 
by drunk cricket fans at 
the Ebbw Vale Cricket 
Club whort; he was 
celebrating 
Nottingham’s 70-run 
victory 







STOP 

SCRATCHING! 


Treat embarrassing skin infections* 
with Pragmatar, the trusted anti>funga] 
ointment. 
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* Dhobi's Itch. 

Mo>itiv in ijroiii aic>i 
IikIk dlioDS Itchiiiij 
dnd reddrnt'd skin 



* AtbiHe's Foot 

Ouurs on (wi 
U'lwccn lfK"> 

Itidii ddons .SortTirss, 
irarkirii; diid p'-oIiikj 
skin 



* Ringworm 

Ocuiis dll over txxly 
Ijidu’diions Houiul, 
.sCdlv riiig.s Ki’d dnd 
itoln 


P lea.santly perfumed, iion-stainmg 
Pragmatar works in 4 vital ways againsl 
all these skin infections Firstly, it penetrates 
to every part of the affected area due to its 
oil in-water emulsion base. Secondly, the 
tetyl alcohol coal tar distillate m f^ragmatar 
stops the urge to scratch, giving welcome 
relief and confining the infection Thirdly, it 
fights the infection thoroughly since it 
contains sulphur, an effective anti fungal 
agent. Fourthjy, the salicylic acid helps 
infected skin to fall away and new skin to 
grow, thus treating the infection completely. 
No wonder even doctors 
recommend it. Keep 
Pragmatar handy 
always. Because skin 
infection can strike _ 
anytime. I 

m skin 





From Eakayef, makers of 



PRAGMATAR 


For quick relief hvm fungal infection 


$) Eskay«l Limited 


ucenMd user of Regd Trade Merk< 




MFITNESSg 

Myths in the 
world of fitness 


C ABRTINQonAraim 
wlunre we had left 
offlast week, we 
now move onto a 
tew more of the myths 
that hounoe around in 
the wwld of fitness. This 
week we are gotnir to 
discuss the sweat 
syndrome. While nu>st 
of \is think that 
sweaUnif is probably the 
most complete sign of 
getting into shape, there 
is piroaf that sweating 
and fitness don’t always 
go hand in hand. 

One of the thmgs all 
sportsmen beheve in is 
working up a sweat 
before ally form of 
competition. Stretcbing, 


jogging, all these are 
good when done in 
moderation. But caxe 
has to be taken so that 
you don't overdo it It's 
always good to loosen up 
a httle before taking the 
field but. in your 
over-enthusiasm, you 
may just be robbing 
yourself of vital energy 
that would be much 


better used during 
actual competition 
There is another 
school of thought which 
believes that the more 
you sweat, the fitter you 
are getting Watching 
the droplets of sweat roll 
off their bodies gives 
them the satisfaction of 
havmg worked off so 
much. But what they 


don't understand is that 
all you’re losing is water 
teom your sjrstem. It 
tsikee a whole lot more 
for the fat to start 
melting and reeling off 
your body. 

For those of you who 
have been with us for 
some time, all this 
disproving should be 
making some eort at 
sense by now. After sjl, 
all that we’ve been 
publishing so ter is the 
result of detailed 
research by two of the 
leading authorities in 
this field, Laurence E. 
Morehouse and Leonard 
Gross 


Work up a sweat before a contest 

Y OU’D bo better off takinir a cold shower 
There is the true instance ol a i uiiner wlir) 
used to sit m the stanrls wil h his gii 1 Iriend 
and eat watermelon till his race wa.s called 
Then he went onto the track and usually won 
Ills might have been a treak ca.io, but aitei 
what research has shown, he just might have 
been very up-to-date on warm-ups 
Going from absolute lusl to all-out exei tion 
in a few seconds is obviously bad foi youi heart 
But if all you’re going to do is step up youi 
activities gradually and play a game that’s not 
strenuous, then working up a sweat is useless 
and could actually be disadvantageous il youi 
activity is an endurance event Wa rm ups are 
okay for sprinters who want to sli.ix pen their 
starts In fact, any skill warm-up IS okay But 
athletes like distance runners are going to 
need all,the energy they have, and staying cool 
for as long as possible is the best wav of 
conserving energy 

Jusi to add some weight to the saying ‘He 
left his race in his track suit ’ and disprove the 
notion that you have to work up a sweat ir a 
track suit before a race, a group ol schoolbo.vs 
were asked to stand m a cold shower for ten 
nunutes before they all ran To a man, they 
either beat or equalled their previous best over 
that distance And they felt better after their 
race 

There are basically two reasons why pro¬ 
longed wEurm-ups and working up a sweat are 
counter-productive they deplete nutritional 
stores, and the body heat they create saps 
energy needed for the event 


Sweating: gets you in shape 

A LIj you re doing is acclimatizing yourself to 
heat People i un or play tennis in track 
suits- some even going to the extreme of 
rubber suits j ust so that they can feel the 
sweat rolling off their bodies Their surefire 
way to a Jean mean body 

Research has shown that people who try and 
sweat more don t pei form upto par and more 
olten than not tire much faster The basic rule 
ot woi king-out is to avoid dripping sweat It 
takes t-iiei gy to lose heat The same energy 
whic h i ould be used in your game The 
amount of woi k you can do lessens when 
sweat glands useenergy When exhausted, 
they slop sei i eting and you re in peril of a heat 
stroke 

The sei'onil loss of energy when you over- 
beat is in youi cardiovascular system When 
the skin gets hot. the peripheral vessels lead¬ 
ing to the skin ojx-n The big part of your blood 
supply rusl les to the su rfac'e of your body This 
deprives ilit muscles and makes the heart 
work even harder Agreed making the heart 
work IS part ot a work-out, but do it with 
exercise N’<jI sweat 

Sweating docs bui n calories But it’s a 
d-angerous way to reduce The strain you’re 
placing on your heart by sweating excessively 
while working-out strenously could just make 
you have the best figure in the morgue And, 
that’s not what we’re looking foi The basic 
point to remember is this Y ou have only so 
much energy available Don’t waste most of it 
on trying to lose heat by sweating You need it 
for your work-out 
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CROSSWORD/QUIZ 


Crossword 370 



1. American tennis player 
comprises table tennis (7) 

4. Initials of cricketer Wyatt who 
took part during the Bodyline 
series in 1932-33 (1,1,1) 

6. An unretumable tennis serve 
comes back (3) 

8. Footballer for Arsenal and 
England, who went on to become 
one of the finest left backs in the 
history of English soccer, has a 
pair of spectacles in between (7) 

10. Professional American baseball 
team owned by Charles O. Finley 
starts with a tree (7) 

13. This Market, returning, is a racing 
venue in England (3) 

14. A nickname for Sylvester Clarke 
of Surrey and West Indies (3) 

15. Rafael Gomez, an enigmatically 
brilliant matador de toros who 
killed 1,875 bulls during his 
career, was also known as? (2,5) 

DOWN 

2. What the referee says before the 
start of a table tennis match, 
coming up (4) 

3. The Indian spin bowling 
combination was simply referred 
to as this during their good old 
days (4) 

4. The Father of modern lawn 
tennis' ends in an exclamation of 
disgust (7) 

5. English soccer goalkeeper has 
an international chain of hotels 
within (7) 

6. Australian batsman of the 
Seventies comprises an armed 
conflict? (7) 

7. Toxophily(7) 

9. Nickname for Gul Mohammed, 
who played cricket for India and 
Pakistan (5) 


11. Unlikely name for a tennis queen 
(4) 

12. Tne oidest Amarnath comes up 
(4) 

Excellent: 17>15, Good: 14, Fair: 
13-12. 


QUESTIONS 

1. What is the‘Palma. Match’? 

2. Which Governor of Bengal 
had been an M.C.C. president 
(before his assumption of 
office)? 

3 . Which hockey player for 
Europe and England was born 
in India? 

4. Which flyweight boxer was 
known as the “Mighty Atom’"^ 

5. Who is the first non-white 
cricketer to appear in a 
first-class match in South 
Africa? 

6 . What is "The Derby of the 
Thames”? 

7. What IS “Ignis Varese”? 

8 . When did the Indian Olympic 
Association make uniform 
rules for Kabaddi to cover the 
whole of the country? 

9 Who was the first motor 
racing driver to win the 
Indianapolis 500 three times? 

10 What is the highest Dan in 
judo? 

ANSWERS 

1. It IS an international rifle 
shooting contest, established 
in the U S. A in 1876 The 
trophy is named after Senator 
Palma 

2. Sir Francis Stanley Jackson, 
Governor of Bengal from 
1927, was president of the 
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M.C.C. in 1921. 

3. John Valentine Conroy 

4. Jimmy Wilde 

5. Younis Ahmed 

6. The annual boat race between 
Oxford and Cambridge 
Universities. 

7. Basketball Club of Varese, 

Italy 

8. 1944 

9 Louis Meyer (1928,1933, 
1936) 

10. 12 Dan 

QUESTIONS 

Fill in the gaps with the correct 

answer from within the brackets. 

1. Sunil Gavaskar was — out hit 
wicket m Tests (twice, never). 

2. Maureen Connolly won the 
U.S. singles title at the age of 
— (15.16) 

3. — was the first West Indies 
cricketer to open both the 
bowling and the batting in a 
Test match (Frank Worrell, 
Garry Sobers) 

4 The game of basketball will be 
one hundrtJd years old in — 
(1990.1991) 

5 ‘‘You, Sir, aie the world’s 
greatest athlete”, a King said 
to — (Jim Thorpe. Jesse 
Owens) 

6 took a wicket with his first 
ball in Test cricket and also 
made the winning hit in the 
'i'est(G. Macaulay, A S 
Kennedy) 

7 Dhyan (^hand was two years 

- to Rup Singh (senior, 
junior) 

8 Dhyan Chand first captained 
India in —(1934, 1938) 

9 — partnered Sunil Gavaskar 
most times in the latter’s 
century stands (D.B 
Vengsarkar, C.P.S. Chauhan) 

10. The first-ever cricket Test was 
played on March — 1877 
(13,15). 


ANSWERS 


1 . 

never 

2 

16 

3. 

Frank Worrell 

4. 

1990 

5. 

Jim Thorpe 

6 . 

G. Macaulay 

7. 

Senior 

8 . 

1934 

9. 

C.P.S Chauhan 

10 . 

15 

HAMJITGHOSE 
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BOOK CHOICE 


THEARTOFBEme 

CAPTMNED 

PETER GIBBS 

IVas a Srst-class cricketer with 
Oxford University and Derbyshire 
from 1964-72. As an opening bats¬ 
man he made nearly 9,000 runs 
including 12 centuries. Since then 
he has been a writer of plays for 
radio, television and the stage. Two 
of his television pieces, Arthur's 
Hallowed Ground, a film tor David 
Puttnam s ‘First Love’senes on 
Channel 4, and Benefit of the Doubt 
on BBC2, which won the Radio 
I Times television script prize, had 
cricketing backf^ounds. 

I Have you noticed how often 
I cricket books contain a chapter on 
: captaincy? Whole books are given 
; up to all that strategy nonsense. 

' yet nowhei-e will you find a 
chapter entitled The Art of Being 
CaptaincKl' On the face of it this is 
a surprising omission since 
there are ten of us to one of them, 
but then cricket always was a 
bosses' game 

The chapter I have in mind 
I would include advice on how a 
I bowler gets to bowl at the best end, 
I how to slip down the batting order 
I when the wickets a shade too 
I gretm, and how to drop catches off 
i the captain’s bowling and still 
j stay in the team. Nobody could 
! doubt that these skills have more 
! relevance to a ci icketer’s 
! enjoy rnnont ol the game than 
I rolling the wrists or bracing the 
; left leg into the delivery stride 
! True, most coaching manuals 
! suggest that players should keeji 
I an eye on the captain, but only 
j because he may want to change a 
j fielder's position in the outfield 
j This 18 an extremely naive notion 
since a fielder will often pick Ins 
position with singular care—close 
to a hospitality tent for example or 
a pretty face, or away from the 
patch of the outfield plagued with 
ridges, craters and broken teeth 
In such cases keep an eye on the 
captain by all means but first 
make sure that you don’t catch 
his. Recommended is a 
head-bowed eye-cocked position. 
Using this method (a cap helps! an 
outfielder can observe the captain 
trying to attract his attention. At 
first the captain will use the grand 
arm’s-length semaphore, then the 
vexed handclap, finally the short 


QUICK 

SINGLES 

Memories OF Summer days 
& Cricket heroes 

Christopher martin-jenkins 

& Mike seabrook 


crude gesticulation A captain so 
trained will soon give up and start 
fiddling with someone else. 

Once mastered. the technique of 
getting into the captain s bh iid I 
spot is extremely useful —while I 

he’s looking for a nightwalchman | 

for example, or somt:onp to bowl j 
with a wet ball One of the most | 
common applications is sidling 
unnoticed away from eatehing | 

positions. Sidling ha.s a huge { 

membership For a , 

close-to-the-wic'ket fielder this ! 

means stai idmg .si.) that the hal 1 j 

always bounces safely in front of | 
him. On the boundary edge the I 

sidling lielder is the one wlio 
hates waiting underneath a catch 
When a batsman comes in who 


Have you noticed how 
often cricket books 
contain a chapter on 
captaincy? Whole books 
are given up to all that 
strategy nonsense. Yet 
nowhere will you find a 
chapter entitled The Art 
of Being Captained*. On 
the face of it this is a 
surprising omission 
since there are ten of us 
to one of them, but then 
cricket always was a 
bosses* game 


favours the rustic heave-ho to the 
legside, the fielder will ignore the | 
captain and sidle towards the i 

sight sci-een. Bu doing this he | 
ensui’es that instead of the skier ' 

straight into and possibly out of | 
his lap, he has to gallop i 

desperately round the j 

boundary—whereupon he wnll | 

either pluck a catch out of thin air : 
to the surprise and plaudits of i 
spectators or invite sympathy for ' 
a gallant effort made in vain \ 

A chapter entitled 'The Art of ! 
Being Captained' would also 
tackle the sinister practice of 
brainwashing For example, 
unless a player is very careful, a 
captain may seek to 'get the best 
out of him'. Now there are days, I 

frankly, when a chap doesn’t want i 
someone getting the best out of I 
him Of course, he could bowl i 

batsmen out and score runs if he i 
wanted to. but sometimes he j ust j 
prefers to be left alone to have a i 

good sulk. I 

The captain trying to get the : 

best out of a player can be spotted j 

in a number of ways. If he 1 

approaches a bowler pretending to 
get some shine onto a very old 
ball, the bowler should move in 
the opposite direciton, idoaJl,y 
with a limp. The key word to listen 
for here is ‘brake,' as in ‘just put a 
brake on the l un rate, old son’. 

Batting with the captain can be 
a particular minefield. Watch out 
for the observation from his end 
that you appear to have the 
measure of the raw West Indian 

S3> 




quickie who is enthusiastically 
discolouring: your torso by 
numbers. The g'iveaway word here 
is ‘middle,’ as in ‘Your bat seems 
all middle today, so I’ll stay down 
this end while you see him off.’ 

Players should beware of such 
appeals to their self-esteem and 
recog'nize that the captain himself 
may be vulnerable on that flank. 

If, after a mix-up when running 
between the wickets, a batsman 
finds the captain standing 
alongside, he should suggest that 
the PR value in him ’walking’ 
would far outweigh the coat of his 
wicket. 

Adimttedly such a ploy never 
worked for me, but then I came 
from a hard-bitten North 
Midlands tradition where the 
captains tended less to the 
Brearleyan persuasion and more 
towards the ‘do it or else’ school of 
thought. 

My first captain had a face as 
■rough as a coalminer’s kneepad 
and he could spit a lot further 
than some of the England team. 
These were invaluable assets for 
leading a junior school side and he 
was a great success imtil the 
teacher discovered that every time 
a coin was tossed he demanded the 
money with menaces. 

Much as 1 would have enjoyed a 
reputation for being ‘difficult’ to 
handle, the opportunity never 
really presented itseli" After my 
first hundred in league cricket the 
captain responded to my 
triumphant return to the dressing 
room with the g^reeting. ‘If you die 
tonight, we’ll manage.’ I think he 
must have been the father of my 
junior school captain. Anyone 
who spoke his mind in that team 
spoke it in the privacy of the 
pavilion’s outside too. Nobody 
ever challenged the captain’s 
right to play sheet anchor in a run 
chase and he never went on 
holiday for fear of a coup. 
Irrespective of the state of the 
wicket, if he won the toss he 
always put the opposition in to bat 
so that our batsmen could get 
their eyes used to the light. In 
every match he bowled the same 
two seam bowlers for ninety 
minutes whether they were 
getting wickets or a whopping. 
The spinners would then come on 


for fifteen minutes whereupon the 
seamers would return The 
captain’s mind ran so often down 
the same track we called him 
ASLEP. 

In many ways playing under 
ASLEF was the best possible 
grounding for the first-class 
game. Here the captain presides 
over a team living together as a 
‘family’ with all the mutual 
recrimination and lack of 
communication implied by that 
term. The non-stop first-class diet 
of cncket, travel and hotels means 
that the art of being captamed 
extends beyond the cricket 
ground and into every waking 
moment. 

During the evenings away from 
home the captain will tend to be 
either a nanny or a nighthawk. 
The nanny sits with notepad and 
pencil in the hotel bar after ten 
thirty, wearing a dressing gown 
and pyjamas. TTie nighthawk is 
the one who wakes a. player at two 
in the morning to tell him it's his 
turn to be chauffeur. 

In the morning the captain can 


be categorized as a dosser or a 
sunbeam. A dosser is so 
monosyllabic and lifeless at 
breakfast that uncapped members 
of the team are rostered to help 
him take the top off his egg. A 
sunbeam is the one who asks 
players to go to the ground with 
him three hours early in order to 
inspect the wicket. He 
particularly enjoys crawling 
under the covers to accomplish 
this task. Players can avoid all 
these types by booking into a 
different hotel. 

In essence, then, the art of being 
captined is a variation on the 
time-honoured technique of 
keeping oneself scarce. Always 
remember, if you go looking for 
advice the chances are you’ll get 
some. So, to recap, on the field of 
play remember to stand with the 
weight nicely balanced between 
both feet, the body alert but 
relaxed, arms free to move at all 
times, head still, keep your eye on 
the captain and above all keep 
moving. Oh, and don’t forget to 
limp. 
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A COUNTY PUYER 

JEFFREY ARCHER 

Bum in Sunmsct, he spent many 
hours as a child recording the 
disastrous feats ot the county in his 
Playfair scorelxaik. And assumed 
he would he required one day to 
play lor them. He was educated at 
Wellington School before going up 
to Brasenose College, OxJbrd, 
where be won an athletics Blue. 

Despite later successes in the 
House of Commons and as a novel- 
ist, he remained suiprised that the 
Somerset selectivs should have 
failed to contact him, until one 
day... 

When 1 was seven years old, a 
proper age to start one’s love of 
cricket. 1 watched my home 
county, Somerset, skittled for 36 
against Surrey. 

I still expected, with schoolboy 
fervour, that we would remove the 
county champions for 35 when we 
took to the field. 

P.B.H. May thought nothing of 
my opinion and scored an 
untroubled century, which I 


reluctantly acknowledged in my 
Playfair scorebook. 

Neville Cardus, writing in the 
Manchester Guardian the next 
morning said of my heroes; 
‘Somerset, they toil not neither do 
they spin’. 

Five years later, with Somerset 
I rc inaining at the foot of the 
I County Championship table on 
! every intervening year, I assumed 
! it would only be a matter of time 
before I ended up playing for my 
county. 

By the time I was 17, Somerset 
had climbed to third place in the 
Championship table, so I look up 
athletics. 

When I had reached the age of 
27 and had run for Britain for the 
last time, Somerset were third 
again, so 1 retired with only the 
fantasy of playing cricket for my 
county. 

At a dinner in honour of Viv 
Richards In London last year. I 
remarked during my speech that I 
still awaited the selectors’ call for 
Somerset and England. 

It raised ironic cheers and 


laughter, as it became clear that 
many in the audience shared my 
fantasy. 

I returned home to find a letter 
from Roy Kerslake, the Somerset 
chairman, inviting me to play for 
my county In a testimonial match 
for Richards. I accepted by retum 
of post, first-class stamp, recorded 
delivery. 

'The match I had been selected to 
play in was to be at Warborough, 
and for a month before I trained 
hard in the nets during the week 
amd with my local village side at 
the weekend. 

When the great day came I was 
every bit as nervous as if it had 
been the Olympic trials 

The ground was packed and 
Somerset, having lost the toss, 
were invited to bat first. 1 had 
studied the scorecard. I was No 6: 
Roebuck, Denning, Rose, 
Richards, Botham, Archer. No 
I wonder the opposition were 
' terrified 

I 1 strolled around the ground 
signing autographs, ignoring the 
little boy who, studying my 
signature wedged between 
Richards and Botham, said in a 
voice that carried: ‘Never heard of 
him’ 

When Brian Rose was stumped, 
Richards went to join Botham at 
the crease 1 returned to the 
pavilion, shaking like a leaf. I 
padded up praying for a 
thunderstorm. But the sky was 
uncommonly clear. 

While selecting a willow, I heard 
a scream from the crowd. Botham 
had been caught on the deepest 
boundary 

I allowed him to leave the pitch 
before appearing and then 
walked slowly out of the pavilion 
to join the greatest batsman in the 
world. 

He smiled and said ‘Watch the 
ball carefully for a couple of 
overs’. I grinned back. 1 did not 
exfiect to last a couple of overs. 

I took guard, the only thing I 
could do with any confidence and 
survived 17 balls, in which time 
the score had advanced by 29. 
Richards had scored 26 and 1 had 
scored three from a thick edge 
over the slips. 

I prefer not to dwell on the fact 
that during my first over 1 nearly 



ran the great man out and was 
informed testily by a yokel that 
the last stoning in Warborough 
had been in 1623. 

On the 18th ball, my stumps 
were shattered by a slow straight 
delivery The crowd’s applause as 
I made my way back to the 
pavilion was generous in the 
circumstances 

At tea, Somerset declared with 
318 Joel Garner and Hallam 
Moseley were given the new ball 
and battled away for six overs, 
failing to take a wicket, so Vic 
Marks was selected as the first 
change bowler. 

Marks also failed to make ttie 
necessary breakthrough so 
naturally the skipper tossed the 
ball to me. I dropp^ it. 

The opposition scored two off 
my first over and three off my 
second. The fourth ball of my 
third over was short on the off 
side and was slipped to the 
boundary for four. 

The next ball pitched in the 
8£une place, and I covered my eyes 
as the opening batsman shaped to 
repeat the shot, but Peter Roebuck 
had already moved several yards 
to his right in anticipation and 
took a superb catch on his boots. I 
had removed the opening 
batsman. 

I leapt in the air with delight 
and looked forward to my next 
over, only to discover that Colin 
Dredge was removing his sweater 
and polishing the ball. 

Disappointed, 1 returned to the 
boundary and as I passed Brian 
Rose he remarked: ‘One for nine, 
j You can live with those figures for 
the rest of your life’ 

He’s right. But 1 still sit by the 
phone on a Sunday morning 
before every Test match. waiting 
forP.B.H. Maytocall... 

PUT NOT YOUR TRUST IN 
PRINCES 

MAHARAJA OF BARODA 

Bom with a diamond-studded plati¬ 
num spoon in his nght hand and a 
cricket bat can'ed kom a palm tree 
in his left, he began playing the 
game as sixin as he could walk. The 
wicket was chalked on one of the 
palace walls. In 1946-47, at the age 
of sixteen, he made his Srst-dass 
debut. Once, when VijayHazare 


Disappointed (at not 
being given the next 
over), I returned to the 
boundary. Brian Rose 
remarked: "One for 
nine. You can iive with 
those figures for the 
rest of your life.” He’s 
right. But I stiil sit by the 
phone on a Sunday 
morning before every 
Test match, waiting for 
P.B.H. Rflay to cali... 


and Gul Mohomed were estab¬ 
lishing their world record part - 
nerslup ot 577lor any first-class 
wicket, for Baroda v Holkar, he 
was the next man in and had to wait 
nearly three days to get a bat. lie 
thinks this is also a world record. 

For the purpose of this historical, 
and at times rather hysterical, 
article, it would be irrelevant 
either to probe into the origins of 
cricket or delve into its bulky 
historical records. Cricket ‘came, 
saw and conquered’ wherever the 
tentacles of the ‘nation of 
shopkeepers’ could extend and 
maintain its firm grip over a given 
period of time. The end of the 
Second World War saw the 
beginning of the decline and fall 
of that mighty and glittering 
Empire, its remnants now better 
known by its lack-lustre and 
ordinary name. The 
Commonwealth.’ Within the walls 
of this crumbling citadel, once 
known as the British Empire, an 
‘Empire on which,’ it was justly 
claimed, ‘the sun never set’, but on 
which now the sun never rises, 
two great British gifts still 
flourish and precariously hold 
together a mysterious bond 
between the one-time conqueror 
and the conquered—the English 
language and the great game of 
cricket. 

A cricket match was a festive 
occasion only to be surpassed by 
Royal Ascot. The white sa h ibs 


turned up immaculately attired in 
multicoloured blazers, and white 
Hannelo held in place by the old 
school tie. The memsahibs dressed 
up as if they were en route to a 
Garden Party at Buckingham 
Palace, and the native women 
came dressed and bejewelled as if 
going to a marriage. All around 
the perimeter of the ground stood 
ixilourful and stately marquees, 
their floors covered by the most 
fabulous Persian rugs 
Throughout the day liveried 
servants catered for all the whims 
that pomp and opulence 
demanded. A Regimental band 
played before the commencement 
of the game, during lunch hour, 
j and after the match. Lunch was a 
two-hour affair—the first hour 
and a half for chan'pagne, chilled 
beer or pink gins, and half an 
houi' for food Those who had to 
make runs made made them 
amidst thunderous applause. 
There were never any complaints 
about poor umpinng, except from 
the odd ‘unsptirting’ type A 
gangling, freckled lieutenant was 
happy to be back in the pavilion 
where the Colonel’s cuddly 
daughter and a chilled beer 
awaited him 

By the year 1930 the Princes 
were dominating the scene of 
Indian cricket, and particularly 
Its politics. An unofficial Indian 
team visited England, and 
thereafter official sides started to 
tour the UK on a regular basis As 
long as the Captain was 
blue-blooded and the Manager was 
English, it did not matter whether 
they knew the difference between 
a cricket bat and a tennis racquet. 
The composition of the team was 
largel.y dictated by the powerful 
Princely ‘Dons’ of cricket and for 
the sake of respectability and 
communal harmony, one or two 
members of the minority 
communities were included. 

Indian Princes continued to lead 
Indian teams until 1952, when 
Vijay Hazare led the side to 
England. On the ’46 tour there is a 
lovely story about the great 
Merchant seeking Pataudi’s 
advice on batting techniques on 
English wickets. Pataudi was 
obviously flattered until the day 
he mentioned this with pride to 


Amarnath. a man totally devoid of 
tact who never minces his words. 
He calmly informed his skipper 
that Merchant was making a fool 
of him since Merchant had 
already scored more than twice 
the number of runs that he. 
Pataudi, had on that tour* 

Other Princely States soon 
followed, prominent among these 
being Patiala and Indore (Holkar). 
The eighty-odd States in Western 
India were too small to enter 
separate teams but somehow 
managed to form themselves into 
a body with the name Western 
Indian States' Cricket Association. 
The Princely States found it 
difficult to raise teams of quality 
I from within then' own people and 
I so they went shopping. The 
j British Provinces could not match 
j their buying power. Had it not 
j been for the Princes many of these 
I players would not have attained 
I their national and international 
fame The conditions attached to 
the job were simple and 
straightforward. Their duty was 
to play cricket, make their best 
I efforts to win the Ranji Trophy, 

I and to guide and coach promising 
j local players In return they 
I received security, pensionable 
I jobs, free acoommi^ation and a 
j status in life, generally a military 
I rank or the post of ADC to the 
! Maharaja. 

j Traditional Princely rivalries 
I and jealousies had entered a new 
I field The sole objective was to win 
j the championship at any cost, and 
: if this was not possible at least tlie 
main rival had to be defeated No 
holds were barred 
In the early years of the 
Championship when there were 
no regular umpires available it 
was left to the home side to 
provide two gentlemen wearing 
white coats. Nothing could have 
suited Princely designs better. 
Many who watched cricket during 
those early years just cannot 
understand, in fact are totally 
bewildered at the ‘unseemly’ 
agitation over the standard of 
umpiring today! Is the umpire at 
fault if a prominent player of the 
rival team is lacking in batting 
technique and keeps on letting the 
ball strike his legs? Is an umpire 
not justified in changing his 


...there is a lovely story 
about the great 
Merchant seeking 
Pataudrs advice on 
batting techniques on 
English wickets. Pataudi 
was obviously flattered 
until Amarnath calmly 
informed his skipper 
that Merchant was 
making a fool of him 
since Merchant had 
already scored more 
than twice the number 
of runs that he, Pataudi, 
had on that tour! 


decision after a batsman happens | 
to be his Pi'incely patron or a very | 
prominent player‘s Who said that 
the poor quality of umpiring is 
because the monetary attraction 
was not high enough? In those 
early days the monetary I 

attraction was so great that an I 
umpire could easily afford to j 

retire for life if all he did was to i 
give one ‘good’ decision. I or all j 

that, runs did not easily How from ; 
the princely blade- it had to make j 
contact with the ball. Thereafter it j 
was not necessary for the bail to | 
travel more than a few inches The 1 
fielder would rush in to prevent a 
cheeky Princely single and in his 
enthusiasm would accidentally 
kick the ball over the boundary, 
sometimes even accidentally 
kicking it more than once A 
Royal captam once I’efused to take 
his team out after a tea break 
because an opposing batsman was 
only nme short of Sir Donald 
Bradman’s record of452 On 
another occasion during one 
match when things appeared to be 
going against the home team. 4 
was accidentally discove^-ed by a 
member of the visiting side that in 
the height of summer it had 
rained overnight but very 
selectively, soaking only two 
spots, one at each end of the 
wicket Unfortunately for the 
home team the visitor had gone to 
the ground early for a jog and 
discovered this strange 


phenomenon before the coir mat 
had been laid for the day’s cricket. 

While all this was happening I 
was a silent spectator. 
Unfortunately, by the time I was 
catapulted on to the Indian 
first-class cricket scene, many 
things had been straightened out, 
and yet until my dying day I shall 
carry the strong impression that I 
first played for the Baroda Cricket 
Association when I was barely 
sixteen simply because I happened 
to be the heir-apparent. Ironically, 

I put up some of my best 
performances that season, and the 
fact that there was no 
hankey-pankey left can be proved 
in that the future Ruler of Baroda, 
playing against Hyderabad in 
only hxs third or fourth first-class 
innings, was given out when he 
was J ust short of the coveted three ' 
figures In the ultimate analysis I 
one must surely come to the I 

conclusion that the contribution 
made to the game of cricket by the 
Princes of India is unique, for 
surely India’s proud position on 
the cricket map of the world owes 
a great deal to the Royal 
patronage extended by them 
English cricket, too, has 
benefitted. A unique record which 
may never be surpassed is that i 
only three Indians have played for j 
England, all three were Princes, 
and all three have scored a 
century on their debut—K S 
Ranjitsinghji, Prince 
Duleepsinghji and the late Nawab 
!)f Pataudi 

liooking back, it appears 
strange that, whilst the cricket 
scone on the Indian sub-continent 
was literally swamped by scions of 
Princely India, tragically Great 
Britain, the Head of the 
Commonwealth and spreader of a 
virus called ‘cricket fever' has, 
even to the present day. been 
unable to produce a ’Royal’ 
cricketer with even an apology for 
some cricketing ability* 

m BOOK IS 
DISTRIBUTED IN INDIA 
DY MARINE SPORTS, 
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(NORTH). OAOAR, 
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was this fel- 
a' XIow in college who 
' he was the spit- 

VUng image of Charles 
Me walked like 
'.txhn. talked like him, 
thought like him, dres- 
bM like him. At least 
that's what he kept tell¬ 
ing us when ever he 
wasn’t hustling the can¬ 
teen chaiwallah to carry 
over his credit to the 
next month. We believed 
him. Firstly because 
none of us had actually 
met the modem king of 
cm (and we weren’t par¬ 
ticularly enthusiastic 
about doing so) and 
secondly because we 
didn’t want to spoil ‘our’ 
Charlie's fun. 

Until one day we felt 
things had gone too far 
amd were possibly get¬ 
ting out of hand. Our 
Charlie had actually 
started looking like the 
Sobhraj. Heads were 
^tually turning. The 
rumours spread and 
Charlie now began look¬ 
ing a trUle tense. He 
realised it was time he 
drew the line. Contact 
lenses and a crew cut 
later the Sobhraj in him 
had died. 

Yes, mistaken identi¬ 
ties can play particular¬ 
ly mean tricks. And we 
at Sportsworld have 
grown accustomed to 
this phenomenon. One 
you have read about in 
these very pages. Re¬ 
member the time Supra- 
kash Ohoshal trailed a 
familiar looking elderly 
gentlemdn thinking he 
was giving chase to the 
legendary Bmil ISatopek 
only to realise in dismay 
that the man was actual¬ 
ly -a foreign 
businessman, 

T A couple of years ago 
'was a whole gang 
^ .\iS going through a 
Woioker erase'. The bet- 
.^r /jbsW. most vaoa- 
wei« -'S{i^t .band¬ 


ing over the green baize. 

None of the regular 
foursome were present. 
Instead there some¬ 
one else—a stranger— 
practising by himself. 
He was left handed and 
pretty gocxl. But then so 
was I. I thought. 

Impatient as usual, I 
perked up “Excuse me, 
mind if I Join you?” “Not 
at all” replied the casual¬ 
ly dress^ young man in 
his very, very cockney 
accent. 

We set up the frame 
and he invited me to 
break. Having chalked 
my cue professionally I 
broke the bunch careful¬ 
ly bringing the white 
ball back iato the ‘D’. A 
safe shot. There was no 
way he was going to pot 
a red. And he knew It as 
he bent over casually 
and without bothering 
to aim banged the cue 
ball hard into the bunch. 
Quite unbelievably a red 
ball bulldozed its way 
into the top pocket. A 
fluke surely. Yes, my 
opponent was apologis¬ 
ing with a pleasant 
smile. 

No cause for concern, 
I was telling myself. He 
sunk the black. I won-, 
dered. Then a red. 
Amazing. The pink. Oh 
my God. Another red. 
Why me? Another black. 
By now I was cross eyed 
and confused. How can 
he keep fluking? He 
paced around the table 
as if in a hurry to get it 
over with. Potting one 
ball after another. An4 
finally cleaning up the 
entire table. Only the 
black remained. 1 Stood 
mouth open. Shocked 


and in awe. And just 
before he bent down to 
clear the table with the 
black sitting perilously 
close to the pocket I 
blurted out “Who are 
you anyway?” 

He went through with 
the shot and as the ball 
jumped out of the pocket 
he looked at me saying 
“Oh, my name’s Jimmy 
White. What’s your’s?” 

And if you think that 
was an experience worth 
forgetting tune in to this 
one. Former Davis Cup¬ 
per and friend Akhtar 
All was away playing a 
tournament in Europe. 
Loungfing around, look¬ 
ing for a break from the 
monotony of serious ten- 


Oh, my name’s Jimmy 
'White. 'What’s yours? 



Tiia, iji stittltod lieto 
table tennis^ 

tennis' half 

as good as.lds.teimis''^ 
his squash bttt-lhe«i, ha. 
wasn’t too 1^ <c4thar. 
The only in flte, 

room vms a f;ant .'well 
into his fifties'^^t iocdc- 
ing rather tiplia. 

“Would yoh ' 'Uke to . 
play a game,,, the 

young (this WaS tn the 
Fifties) All i&ped up. 

"Why not, epn!’’ came 
the prompt reply. 

All, then a budding 
tennis player qr a shoe 
string budget, was all 
smiles as he replied, 
“Why not!” They settled 
for a quid. 

Ali, quite certain of 
his superiority was 
rather nonplussed when 
his opponent offered 
him a handicap. 

“Five points will be 
quite enough, sir.” Ali 
wasn’t pushing things 
too far. But his opponent 
insisted. "Take-.more. 
Ten or fifteen points." 

Surely the old' man 
was out of his mind. But 
never refuse a good offer 
so far from home was 
what Ah was taught. 
And he gladly accepted 
the fifteen point hand¬ 
icap. 

Within minutes Mi 
had lost. 'The next game 
the bet was doubled, and 
the handicap increased ' 
to 20 points. A single 
point was all that Ali 
required. Quite 
lievably he failed 
lost another two. q^iild.. 

A dejected and. po^r > 
Ali now decided it Was. 
time to return to'’ 
more secure surrotmii’" 
ings of the tennis ooiiW,-. 
He had barely feaclilM' 
the door when the’.oiWj! 
man called out “DropM-, 
for a game any 
you're around sDij^.^ 
My name’s Barna. 'ViCte^j 
Barna.” " 

■sityOnBMM,, ' 
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POWER ULTIMO 

Any way you look at it 
the ultimate in tennis shoes 


Removaole 
"cushion-air" sock 
and padded tongue 
for comfort 


Specially designed 
wear resistant 
outsole for extra grip 
and durability 


Raised her.'i lad 
for protecting 
Achilles lendonl 


Rigid counter tor 
support and added I 
stability 




Anti-rofj bars to resist I 

" ''1 
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Breathable nylon 
mesh and soft 
leather upper for 
comfort and flexibility 


“Superflex” midsole 
for cushioning and 
heat resistance 


stability 





Avaifabte in low, three<iuarter and high cut 
dasigns at saiact stores. 







Ortcrttcf from frN» motf modem Planfi In Atla. 


On an AVON cycle, virile away your cares, 
whether iTs a picnic or a ride to the 
market, the choice naturally is AVON 

AVON. India's only bicycle company 
having the largest range of cycles with 
19 - ELEGANT MODELS’ In ‘12 GUTTERING 
SHACKS IS not only riding high in the Indian 
market but has netted around Rs 100/* 
million In foreign exchange for our country 
from advanced as well as developing 
countries 

Avon manufactures most of the 
components in their completely automatic 
& sophisticated plants using micron steel 
of the finest quality from their own cold 
rolled steel mill To bring a glittering finish 
the Duplex nickel plating technology from 
England and the Electrostatic painting 
technology from Germany are employed 

Each bicycle which comes out from Avon 
Cycles IS a master-piece in Itself-light easy 
to pedal and attractive 

No wonder AVON Cycles today are the 
fastest selling 

They're simply the best 



That's my cycle 
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6 Encouraged hy 

success of Sunil •' ;'fi 
Gavaskar’s ' V’' 
Professional - ! 

Management Group, ; 
Kapil Dev launches Dev 
Enterprise. Mudar • , ^ 
Patherya spoke to the 
Indian cricket captain 
about his plans and 
ambitions with his new 
venture. 


8 On the rainsoaked 
turf of the All 
England Lawn 
Tennis Club, Wimbledon 
’87 gets off to a subdued 
start Yet, there was 
promise that tennis 
would come alive once 
again amid some 
genuine fireworks from 
the masters of the game. 
Rohit Brijnath captures 
that mood of the 
Wimbledon fortnight 
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Staying number 
^ fCone is now the 
■Hi ■■ toughest job in 
world tennis, as the top 
ten field gets 
progressively 
threatening, Rohit 
Brijnath analyses the 
emerging equation that 
might herald the dawn 
of a new era in 
contemporary tennis. 
David McMahon looks at 
the evolution of the 
game. 
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I ill Boon Tb 
i Infflaii Cricket 

j 'K* APPEARS that the cricket fans 
IrJItpf India are inclined towaMs two 
l^'nwmps—one favouring' Gavaskar 
‘<,and the other Kapil Dev. Now. 
there must exist differing 
oi^nions, arguments, counter 
arguments regarding the merits 
- and demerits of these two greats 
of the game. In fact, Gavaskar and 
Kapil Dev belong to two different 
schools of cricket. The former has 
specialised in the art of batting 
and the'latter has developed an all 
round ability in the departments 
ofbatting and bowling When 
Gavaskar bats, he bats with . 
perfect technique. But Kapil, as is 
usual with a hard hitting all 
rounder, plays a more natural 
game than a technically correct 
one. Kapil takes his chances and 
plays with arrogance. He may not 
play a patient and dour knock, but 
sometimes he can win a match 
with a quick-fire innings. 

Kapil is a match winner not 
only with the willow but also with 
the leather. Bowling his fast 
medium, he has that vicious out 
swinger and that unplayable 
yorker. Also, he is a brilliant 
fielder. 

Now, any discussion on cricket 
cannot be completed without a 
mention of One Day cricket. 
Gavaskar may be retained in the 
One Day squad as a safe and 
sound opener, more expected to 
play an anchorman's innings than 
a match-winning one. Here Kapil 
Dev can lead from the front. In 
this variety of the game also he is 
a world class match winner and is 
in the same league as Richards 
and Botham 
NAHEN CHATTERJEE, 

North 34-FaTag-anas. 

Gentrespread Please 

I AM regular reader of 
SpoHsworld and for the past few 
months I have noticed 
considerable change in the quality 
•of your magazine. The paper, 
photographs as well as the articles 
have been ‘superb’. 

«. But there is one thing missing, 
land that is a fUll fiage coloured 

I 


centrespread. I would appreciate 
it if you could print pictures of 
cricketers who are going to be 
present for the Reliance World 
Cup. which is just around the 
corner. 

A. KRIPAL KUMAR. 

Karnataka. 

Caught Out 

IN the ‘Dangfer Zone’ issue of the 
SportBworld there was a mistake 
in the Quiz. The third question 
which read as follows: ‘Who has 
captured Sunil Gavaskar’s wicket 
(in Tests) for the highest number 
of times?’ It is Derek Underwood, 
and he has captured Gavaskar’s 
wicket twelve times, and not as 
stated. 

TAPANMISHRA. 

Bihar 

My Us 

SURELY the One Day match 
between a joint Indo-Pak side 
against the World XI will be a 
match to watch. I have tried to 
predict the two teams. 

Indo-Pak team: Gavaskar. 
Srlkkanth, Javed Miandad. 
Vengsarkar, Azharuddin or Salim 
Malik, Salim Yusuf, Imran Khan, 
Kapil Dev, Wasim Akram, Ravi 
Shastri and Maninder Singh. 

World XI; Gordon Greenidge, 
Chris Broad, Viv Richards, Mike 
Gatting, Alan Border, Jeff Dujon, 
Richard Hadlee, Martin Crowe, 
Graham Dilley, Greg Matthews 
and John Emburey. Marshall, 
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Gower and Botham would have ' 
been included if they were 
available. 

NIRMALQIDRA, 

Siliguri. 

MndsOfChangiB 

ALBEIT slowly but surely the 
winds of South Africa problem ip 
cricket world started blowing in a 
different direction after Test and 
County Cricket Board’s Strang 
and condemnable stand to oppose 
the West Indies proposal of 
banning the players who have the 
sporting links with South Africa 
in whatever form. TCCB argues, if 
the individuals in our country are 
allowed to visit South Africa for 
business purpose then why 
should theie be a discrimination 
only against cricketers Although 
this argument sounds logically 
correct, it will be more 
appropriate if TCCB follows the 
world opinion which supports the 
West Indies’ proposal TCCB 
should not drag Australia and 
New Zealand just to get the 
required support to upset the 
balance When 6 of the 7 cricket 
bodies in the world favour the 
action of banning those cricketers 
who go to South Africa 
permanently why only England 
should stay aloof and break up the 
unity among the rest of the world. 

Up till now, what has been 
hap'pening is. every cricket 
playing country decides the ptJriod 
of banning itself, for instance, 
TCCB imposed the ban for just 3 
years so when this period gets 
over, TCCB includes these players 
and when the English side visit 
countries like West Indies or 
India, the players are not allowed 
to play. This temporary ban 
complicates the whole issue 

ICC’s conference this month has 
a very crucial role to play and 
hence ICC should view the world 
opinion in its right perspective 
and decide the course of action 
which will maintain the unity and 
harmony among all cricket 
playing countries. Otherwise, the 
day is not too far when the cricket 
world will be divided into Whites 
and Non-Whites which will be the 
worst thing to happen in sports. 
SUDHJRFADNIS. 

Bombay. 



suLAYPomr 


K nTs^j-s SAslv 1 

home. The ifl 

telephone rings. iMia 

Hello, hello 

Hello ■ IB ^ 

Is that Mr Kapil Dev’s 
home? 

Who is speaking? 

1 am a journalist 
What do you want? 

I want to interview _ 

Kapil Dev " ' 

Is it the press? 

You can say so 
Hold on. I’ll put you on 
to Kapil Dev’s press 
secretary (After a 

, longish delay, a \ 

I different voice comes \ 

through) " t: \ 

Hello . 

Hello, can I speak to \ / 

Kapil Dev? I [/. 

This is his press Cr 1 ^! v 

secretary What can Ido U ^ UljO 1 ‘ / 
for you? ’ / 

But he never had one ''7/TvMril I Vn 

before, I could talk to 
him directly 
Well, those days are 
gone. You can tell me 
what you want. I handle 
the press for Mr Kapil 
Dev 

Okay, okay. 1 want to 
interview Kapil 
What kind of 
interview? 

An interview, man. 

What do you mean? 1 
want to discuss cricket 
with Kapil 

Is the interview to be 
in English or Hindi? 

What difference does it make*? 

As announced in the press, Mi‘ Kapil Dev will be 
charging fees for press interviews. "The Hindi 
interviews ai'o slightly cheaper You have to pay 
more for the English ones 
But why? 

Well, that’s what Mr Kapil Dev has decided It’s 
only in the English interviews he really comes 
out.. .1 mean, make statements like ‘We are going to 
be victorious and all that. Do you gel me? 

I work for an English publication. Naturally. 1 
want an English interview 
Okay, English it shall be. But even here there are 
different categories and the rates vary For a basic 
English interview, we charge Hs 500. Now, if you 
want only coaching hints or how to play cricket and 
*soon, that will be only Rs 50 extra. ^ the total will 
beRsSSO 


\ L 


MayISfpeak 

ToKapU? 






pS)00 

gOOO 

■^qoQ 

kOCO 

(OOO! 


V _ No, I don’t wtoit 

kind of interview. Our . i 
readers want BOtrie ' 

^ gmrsun maeaja. <^iye.me 

^ I rates for the c^her . 

• types of interview^ 

Jfc Do you want some 

. comments on the 
I selectors, past and 
present? 

Naturally . That would 
, QSiOO ' be fine 

^ '! In that case, the 

r-AOO ^ charges are Rs 600 

i Arre yaar, throw in 

^ some stuff about what 
“^ 0^1 happens during team 
( meetings, how the 
kOCt> ^ money is split and all 

/ that Listen, I have a 
//)00 / limited budget, you canH; 

.«r I charge the sky 

Okay, we know you 
have interviewed Mr Dev 
in the past. With all the 
stuff you had asked for, 
it comes to Rs 800 

What about the 
captaincy issue? 1 mean 
about Shastri being 
groomed and all that. 

Does Kapil think Shastri 
is now gcx3d enough to 
take over or should we 
have Gavaskar again. 

All this presuming that 
Kapil loses the captaincy 

That would be Rs 8000 
Gosh, daylight 
robbery, yaar. Look 
can't you be reasonable? 

Why should we? Don’t 
you know how touchy is 
the captaincy issue'' 

All right. Now listen. I'd also like Kapil's 
comments on the North vs West issue, the problems 
of chfxjsing Raman I.amba. Haju Kulkarni and so on 
That would be another Rs 100 extra 
Does Kapil think money grows on trees? Anyway 
I have to produce the copy Ixiok, 1 want some real, 
red-hot statements from Kapil on Gavaskar, the 
Bombay oress, Imran Khan's captaincy Come on. 
quote me a flat rate 

Rs 5000 would cover everything. And if you want 
a photo session, that would be Rs 500 
Okay, let's fix the date and I’ll come with the cash j 
But what has happened to Kapil, yaai"'^ He was never { 
so mercenary as this 

You live and learn in this world And we want to 
make hay before 

someone—‘you-know-who'—decides to follow in our 
footsteps 




SCOOP 


KAPIL DEV 
PRESENTS.. 


T he diversification craze 
among India’s cricketers 
is hotting up. What 
stai'ted as the 
Professional Management 
Group by Sumedh Shah and 
Sunil Gavaskar has now 
triggered off Dev Enterprises 
by Kapil Dev. 

The success of Gavaskar’s 
venture must have been an 
inspiration for Kapil. The 
former started out modestly by 


syndicating his columns 
through his outfit, then 
experimented successfully by 
syndicating the columns of 
other Test cricketers as well. 
Allan Border, Imran Khan and 
Viv Richards being among 
them. PMG recently went one 
better by launching a 
45-minute television 
programme titled Sunil 
Gavaskar Presents. A news 
report a week back stated that 


the organisation, pleased with 
the response of its opening 
television venture, was 
contemplating a second. 

Kapil Dev shrugs off the 
suggestion of rivalry. “Some 
sort of competition is always 
healthy, but here I would like to 
stress that Dev Enterprises will 
be doing tilings not only 
connected with cricket. At the 
moment, sponsored and 
syndicated columns may be the 



pffKkfpp Mi>oarwwv 


Kapil Dev (centre) has plans to launch into syndicated columns for a start 




Wliat they don^t teach you at IIMI 


Infs! Pit>feesionia 
Jl Meuiagement Group (PMG) 
was born out of a casual 
oonversation between Sunil 
Gavaskar and Sumedh Shah, 
termer executive director of 
Tnkaya Shah asked Gavaskar 
if hs had read ‘What Tliey Don’t 
Teach You At Hai’vai’d’ by Mark 
McCormick Gavaskar hadn’t 
What Shah was hintini;i: at was 
McCormick's business of 
manafifing affairs of sports 
stars in Australia 
Shah and Gavaskar struck a 
deal The PMG was launched It 
signed up the Swedish tennis 
team in 1985 when it came to 
India to play the Davis Cup 
Shah confessed that it wasn t 
monetarily remunerative In 


fact, only cricket sells m this 
country, he adds “It is not that 
we have restricted our activities 
tocxickoter8,”hesays For 
some obscure reasons agencies 
and clients aiH} interested ui no 
othei sport but cricket ’ 

The netwoi k of syndicated 
columns was the start of PMG's 
success The modus operundi is 
fairly simple, the column is 
given out to only one lanjjfuage 
paper })or region As a result 
The Tplegvapli and Aa/kal 
share Gavaskar’s column in 
Calcutta, Sunday Observe/ and 
MaluU'iuihtra Twi^sm Delhi 
The I «itc IS Ra 1 000 per 
1000-word piece by Gavaskai' 
The* company has recoided a 
turnover ol Rs 50 lakhs in the 


last two years , 

Shgh admits that the ptein-of > 
the business is in sponsored 
programmes on telovision ‘'If- ^ 
wo just restrict ourselves to 
syndicated columns and 
omlof^emenls of products there 
will not be much money itl it,” 
he says 

Foi the World Cup, PMG 
plans to get all the top names in 
ml ei national cricket to wnto 
syndicated columns for it 
They will be writing on My 
gioatest one-day 
international ' reveals Sumedh 
Shah ‘Besides," he adds 
with a touch of professional 
conciseness,' thei-e is nothing 
muf h 
M.P. 


only common feature of Sunil's 
venture and mine—I may even 
go in for a television serial if 
the proposal is found to be 
acceptable—but mine is not 
going to be a rival 
organisation I want to make 
this very clear " 

Before the writer has had any 
chance of quizzing him further 
on his newly-formed company. 
Kapil Dev starts off again 
“Look, I am close to 30 now 
Since our family is already into 
business. I decided to do a bit 
myself Uev Enterprises does 
not have any fixed business, I 
guess I will be more influenced 
by the profit margins to decide 
what should be done For 
example, if your company 
wants to buy a computer I will 
buy it for you and you can pay 
me back m future instalments 
Moreover, if a school wants to 
Initiate a coaching camp for its 
students and invites us to tram 
the youngsters, we could, in 
turn, try to find a sponsor So 
you see, my company will act as 
a middleman ” 

Kapil Dev feels it is too early 
to reveal any future plans at 
this stage. “Business and 
professional secrecy,” he says, 
smiling. “I wouldn’t want my 


hid^»p Mandr in 



WHAT STARTED AS THE ' 
PROFESSIONAL MANADEMENT ' 
GROUP BY SUMEDH SHAH AND i 
SUNIL GAVASKAR HAS NOW 
TRIGGERED OFF DEV 
ENTERPRISES BY KAPIL DEV... 


compc>titors to read your 
magazine and upstage me at 
this stage ” 

The rumour is that Kapil Dev 
IS planning to contract all the 
leading former international 
captains to write syndicated 
columns for Dev Enterprises 
during the World Cup lie has 
approached certain newspaper 
Ol ganisations in this regard 
and as per the whisper, the 
names he is offering for 
collective use are Richie 
Benaud, Tony Lewis and Mike 
Brearley 

The vagueness m the 
international practice of 
cricketers writing upsets 
Kapil "Overseas cricketer are 
allowed to write and we ai'en’t 
So what happens is that a 
cricketer like Clive Lloyd comes 
along, takes our umpiring 
apart and coolly goes away* 

And I couldn’t even say a thing 
to defend our folks The 
problem here is tha* if vou keep 
calling me a donkey and I am 
not allowed to refute the <liaig>' 
that I a ninot one the im ohc 
niJV soonbeioii,;ini t'‘ I'lhi 
believing that I am a donkey Bo 
all the players should be given 
permission to write 
columns—or none at all' 

Mudar Patherya 
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T aking the Tube to 

Wimbledon on the 
third day, dreary 
clouds and a blustery 
wind, offset a mood 
which was initially 
buoyed by the thought 
of watching young 
Henri Leconte. Yet miles 
later as I strode through 
the Eioherty Gates, a 
smile had touched my 
lips, for ‘would you 
believe it’, the sun was 
out. Yet such is the 
fickleness of the English 
weather that I am not 
able to hope. 

Yes, it has been two 
days of absolutely 
dismai weather, the 
mood obviously 
stretching to the 

pla^rs.the tennis 

has been equally 
ordinary. But there were 
moments which remain 
The Swedes, 


The Sun Is Out, 

Ihank me Lonl 

Rohit Brijnath gets his first 
taste of Wimbledon 


ft lias been tiiMi days of 
absoltfielydiiiitidiirealliori > . 
the tnood Chbvioitsly ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
strelchmg to the 
players....the tennis has hesh 
eqimHy ordinary. But Ifihre: 
were ntoments wMch retiMiii:/ 
speelal 


known on the tour as a 
close knit bunch found 
themselves drawn 
against each other. Two 
Stefans— Edberg and 
Eriksson —showed us 
the disparity in ability 
between World No 3 and 
World No lOO. 

Eriksson, was 
initiated into Wimbledon 
in a brutal manner, not 
finding a weapon in his 
match to even take a 
game of Edberg. But he 
lingers in the memory. 
Never anger, nor 
displeasure.. .just 
incredvillty and wonder. 
Wrong footed and 
ravaged, he was 
restricted to a 
perpetually bemused 
smile, shaking his head 
at the aces and being 
given a generous round 
of applause by s. 
wonderously discipUn^ 
































crowd. 

There was an excess of 
21,000 people on the 
first day, huddled under 
umbrellas in every 
court, a smattering of 
garish colour clashing 
directly with the dull 
mood. 

Yet no voince was 
raised in discontent, no 
face reflected 
anger.. .and ironic that 
here so disciplined and 
polite, if sitting in the 
confines of Wembley 
facing a similar 
situation, the change 
could easily be violent. 
t*erhap8, this is the 
inherent beauty of 
Wimbledon and tennis. 

Returning to the 
Swedes (can't get away 
from them) and the duo 
of Nystrom and 
Sundstrom. Everywhere 
else, the courts crackled 
with unleashed energy, 
as thunderbolts came 
disguised as serves, 
grown men soiled their 
custom made designer 
T-shirts diving 
despairingly for volleys, 
the ball scorched across 
the turf after exploding 
from weapons called 
rackets. . 

But only on court 13 
was it difficult. 
Sundstrom and 
Nystrom are simply 
averse to grass. This is 
not their art or rather 
their canvas. Yes, they 
are not artists who slash 
and splatter their 
canvas.. .There are no 
harsh lines and bold 
strokes. No. they are 
content to draw gentle 
lines of different hues, 
create a pattern of 
elegance which perhaps 
is an anthema to th^ 
canvas. But as long as 
they remain content, I 
remain fascinated. 

It was all stroke-play 

Nystrom: An aversion to 
grass 





If you have a powerful serve and 
it is relumed, as Krishnan did 
with slice attached to the comer 
of the court, it is possible that you 
may realise you have a major 
problem 


CoionpM 


of a considerably hig:h 
olase. Both hit the ball 
reasonably hard, both 
float easily along’ the 
baseline, both are 
decidely uncomfortable 
at the net. The bounce 
was low, the topepin 
difficult but the rallies 
elegantly executed. The 
ball not hit but caressed, 
therefore the resultant 
shot not slamming into 
the ground and zipping 
away, but just kissing 
the turf and moving on. 
Nystrom was patient 
and pensive. 

Sundstrom, impatient 
and irritated, Nystrom 
won. It was a nice way to 
end the day. The sun is 
out, tliank the lord! 
t was a glorious third 
day, for although the 
clouds threatened on the 
odd occasion, the sun 
prevailed. So did the 
Indians. And Milnslav 
Mecir. And Henri 
Leconte What more 

The Indians, for some 
reason. always manage 
to attract a sizeable 
audience when they 
play. Vijay Aniritraj 
because he is a veteran 
contender, a consumate 
showman and a perfect 
gentleman Today, m 
fact, he was all three He 
was contender, as he 
vaporised a fickle 
challenge from German 
Damir Keretic... A 
showman, because he 
applauded his 
opponent’s rare 
winners... And a 
gentleman since he 
extended his record by 
not disputing a line call. 

Ramesh Krishnan, 
however, was elegance 
personified. Some in the 
crowd who were 
pHvileged enough to see 
his father play did, in 
earshot, remark with 
enthusiasm and 
conviction that he was 
simply worthy of being 
the two time 


semi-finalisfs son. 
Michael Westphal was 
given impromptu 
lessons on court 16 on 
how to play impeccable 
grass court tennis. 

If you have a powerful 
first serve and it is 
returned, as Krishnan 
did, with slice attached 
to the corner of the 
court, it is possible that 
you may realize you 
have a major problem. A 
problem, 5 ft lO inches, 
with not much 
athleticism speak of. 
but with a range and 
execution of shots that is 
at times simply 
unbelievable. Ramesh 


Krishnan was simply 
playing superb tennis. 

Miloslav Mecir gave 
Mike Depalmer a bit of a 
rough time, yet 
nevertheless nothing 
lias changed with the 
wiry Czech known as 
Gattone’ or ‘Big Cat' for 
his deceptive speed. 
Mecir moved with the 
lazy natural grace of a 
cheetah chasing an 
antelope. That is to say 
he always manages to 
kill. 

He also has this 
uncanny ability to 
switch on and off... to 
net a ridiculously easy 
volley only to follow it 


up with a breathtaking i 
down the line service I 
return.. Simply the j 
ability to mix the 1 

ridiculous with the j 

unbelievable. ] 

He devastated | 

Depalmer for two sets, 
went to seed, was i 

therefore broken and i 

then purred amazingly 
back into life to the joy 1 

of a packed stand and to | 

the agony of a 
constantly fighting 
Depalmer Oh. to see 
Krishnan and Mecir 1 

play each other, two I 

artists of the same genre j 

with similar outlook and 
arsenals 
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at what leccomplisi^ before strensthe away. chap to iMn the ummate prize 

John McEnroe Lendl on playing on grass court. John Batlantine 
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LORD'S TEST 

ODDS STILL 
FAVOUR 
ENGLAND 

Trevor Bailey feels that 
Pakistan’s outcricket may be 
cause for worry to the 
touring country 


T he Lord's Test was 
finally abandoned at 
9-30 am on the final day, 
which was merciful 
relief for all concerned 
as interest in what was 
expected to be an 
exciting contest had 
long since departed The 
game was completely 
ruined by what is 
proving to be one of the 
worst English summers 
on record. In the five 
days allocated, no play 
at all was possible on 
three, Saturday was 
virtually cut in half, and 
that left a slightly 
reduced opening day as 
the only time when the 
capacity crowds might 
be said to have obtained 
value for money. 

In the two periods 
available, England just 
managed to complete 
their first innings of 
368, which obviously 
means that it is 
impossible to make an 
accurate assessment of 
the two teams, as 
Pakistan did not bat and 
England did not bowl. I 


still believe the Pakistan 
batting to be suspect, 
which was rather 
supported by the 
inclusion of the young, 
inexperienced Ijaz 
Ahmed, who had one 
previous first-class 
innings on the tour. 

On the Wednesday 
before the Test the 


outfield was so flooded 
that I was very 
surprised that the match 
was able to start on time. 
Having won the toss, 
Mike Getting decided to 
bat and included both 
his spinners, Emburey 
and Edmonds in the 
hope that the wicket 
wpuld take spin in the 


later stages. Although 
the pitch was fiim and 
completely dry, the lack 
of sun and the 
continuous rain over the 
past two weeks meant 
that it was dead, making 
the bouncer lar^ly 
superfluous and 
helmets, though still 
worn, completely 
unnecessary. 

With the ball not 
coming on to the bat and 
a slow, sluggish 
outfield, it was patently 
obvious that Mudassar 
Nazar, an accurate 
medium-pacer, was 
almost certain to be the 
most economical and 
probably the most 
effective bowler in thew! 
particular conditions. 
Fortunately for 
England, Imran Khan 
failed to appreciate this 
point, holding Mudassar 
back until the afternoon 
session on the first day, 
when he quickly picked 
up two wickets. Ever 
more peculiar was that 
on the abbreviated third 
day, by which time the 



Baleem Malek oa-drtves at Old Trafford 


PMrlchEliS* 






best result which 
Paicistan could hope for 
wets a draw, he was only 
called upon foi‘ two 
overs. 

The Pakistan attack 
was strengthened by the 
return of Imran, who 
had not been able to bowl 
at Old Trafford, but on 
the lifeless I^oi-d's pitch 
it did not cause too many 
problems for any 
, batsman who was 
prepared to take his time 
and not be too 
ambitious. Geoff Boycott 
would have regarded 
anything less than a 
century on it as failure 
and it was. therefore, 
not surprising that the 
best innings for 
England was supplied 
by Boycott’s former 
Yorkshire partner. Bill 
Athey. His 133 was one 
of the few satisfactory 
features of this game, 
especially as it could be 
said that until then his 
place in the side was in 
jeopardy. He was. 
pcrliaps. fortunate that 
his arrival at the crease 
coincided with the 
introduction of Abdul 
Qadir which provided 
him with the impetus of 
four, not too difficult, 
boundries. After that he 
proceeded to bat with 
considerable style, 
demonstrating yet again 
the value of a sound 
technique 

Chris Broad hit a half 



A throw veers off in an unintended direction—Dickie 
Bird’s shin gets in the way 

Mansoor Akhtar launches into a square drive 
in the just concluded Test 


century in which he was 
handicapped by the slow 
pitohi while he also did 
experience a few 
uncomfortable mopients 
against Qadir. Bruce 
FYench again 
demonstrated his ability 
as a nightwatchman 
with a lively knock on 
Saturday when the 
England tail also 
enjoyed themselves. 

Although Wasim 
Akrara is a highly 
promising fast bowler, 
he must learn to bowl a 
fuller length on wickets 
as slow as the one at 
Lord’s. Mohsin Kamal 
needs to improve his 
control, but he, like all 
the tourists, is clearly 
suffering from lack of 
practice in the middle 
due to this dreadful 
summer 

The Lord’s Test did not 
supply the answer to the 
most important 
question, will Qadir 
prove to be the key 
figure in the visitors' 
attack in the remaining 
three Tests’^ It would 
certainly be unfair to 
judge him on his 
performances in this 
game when he had to 
contend with a wicket 
which was useless for 
his style of bowling and 
further coiiatrained by 
being thrust into 
international cricket 
straight from Pakistan. 
It also seemed to me that 

PatncK Eagwl 




I he was veil an 
I attacking field before he 
had really found his 
rhythm, but he failed to 
turn the ball as much as 
he had done on his 
previous vi.sit This 
could have been the 
result of his .striviiig for 
the necessary accuracy, 
pushing' the ball 
through more quickly 
because of t he pitch, 
thus losing hib 'loop', 
and the failure of his 
fingers and wrist in 
terms of harmonising 
sufficiently at the 
moment of delivery 
Once it had become 
obviously that England 
were destined for a 
fairly large total and the 
weather had killed any 
■ hope of a Pakistan 
' victory, I was surprised 
that Imi-aii should have 
persisted so long with 
! his talented legspinnor 
I and reduced his novelty 
value in the next 
encounter. 

There was no 
opportunity to judge 
England's attack and 
especially as to whether 
Ian Botham at around 
medium-pace is an 



adequate back-up for { 
Dillcy and Foster. At i 
Hoading'ley, tho-scaifiers ; 
have tended to euijoy j 
themselves m rc*cent i 
years, .so il would coinc i 
as no surprise if dr i 

I* reitas comes back into ^ 
the side and one of the | 
two spinners is omi ttcd. i 
The odds still favc-ur , 
England, esjieoially as ; 
some of Pak islati's out | 
cricket is not quite up ti > ! 
■Standard and Satorm 1 
Yousuf IS far from 1 

convincing behind llir 
I stumps. But the deci.sive | 
I factfir IS likely t(. he 
I which attack exploits j 
i the conditions most i 

effectively. Everyone is ; 
hoping that t he t’ urti j 
I Test will be played IT! ' 
brilliant i 

sunshine-apart from : 
the pacomen. who a ■ 

covering of cloud—that 
there will be no | 

interruptions, .and -i ' 
definite result ! 

The one feai' is Uic 
wicket might not lx i 
q uite good enough wi t n i 
the match ending long 
before the last day as 
happened at Ijeods in the 
past. 










west COLUMN 


ROUGH 

TRACKS—ROUGH 
CRICP^ET 

E.M. Welling^s looks at the decline of Australian cricket 
and blames it on the new kind of pitches Down Under 











R eports from Australia in 
recent years have become 
more and more bewildering 
to those of us who remember 
their great grounds providing the 
best pitches in the world One by 
one they have ceased to do so. 
Seemingly only Adelaide’s 
featherbed gift to batsmen 
remains relatively unchanged. 

Elsewhere, either curators have 
lost the art of pitch-preparation or 
it has become official policy to 
produce bad ones. The former 
seems highly unlikely, for 
pitch-making, like the mixing of a 
Christmas pudding, is not a skill 
easily forgotten by experts. The 
fault would seem to lie with the 
Australian game’s rulers, and 
that, until recently, has meant its 
autocrat. Tycoon Packer. 

Cricket has had autocrats in the 
past. More often than not the 
game has enjoyed, rather than 
endured, them, for such as Lord 
Harris worked for the good of the 
game. In the case of Packer, 
cricket was manipulated for the 
commercial benefit of a body or 
bodies outside the game. Truly 
Australian cricket was suffering, 
not epjoying, Packer’s rule, not 
least in the matter of pitches. It 
will be interesting to see how 
Packer's successor, Alan Bond, 
wields his power. 

Rough tracks produce rough 
cricket, and that helps to explain 
the lamentable fall in Australian 
playing standards. Bowlers and 
batsmen alike must have fast, true 
Despite tiie eooring feats of AUw 
Border, the present Australian 
side does not have a single play«r 
who unquestionably quaUfiea to 
be numbered amcmg the great 




surfaces on which to develop their 
skills. During’ the first 
three-quarters of this century 
such conditions produced an 
unending flow of outstanding 
batsmen and bowlers add several 
who were both. 

At the start of the century 
Victor Trumper, Monty Noble and 
Hugh Trumble were among the 
great, and the line continued 
unbroken to Qreg Chappell and 
Dennis Lillee of recent memory. If 
late. Australia in the field have 
been noted for pace bowling, but 
those fast, true pitches did not 
only bring out Gregory and 
McDonald, Lindwall and Miller, 
Davidson and McKenize, Lillee 
and Thomson They sharpened 
the more subtle skills of the string 
of great spinners Hordern, in the 
Golden Age. was followed by 
Arthur Mailey, by Grimmett, by 
O’Reilly and by Benaud. Batsmen 
of great talent naturally rolled off 
the production line, outstanding 
among Trumper’s successors 
being Macartney, Ponsford, 
Bradman. McCabe and thence 
continued, via Barnes. Hassett, 
Harvey and Simpson, to Greg 
Chappell 

The dynasty of greatness would 
appear to have come to an end 
with the deterioration of pitches. 
Despite the scoring feats of Allan 
Border—against bowling largely 
of uncertain pedigree—the 
present Australian side does not 
have a single player who 
unquestionably qualified to be 
numbered among the great. 
Certainly not one bowler remotely 
approaches such classification. 

Hence it would seem that the 
last great Australian cricketers 
were products of fast, true pitch 
conditions. The best and fastest 
pitch we saw in 1970-71 was on 
the WACA ground at Perth. That 
year Perth had its first Test, and 
Greg Chappell marked his entry 
into international cricket by 
scoring a century. 

I.iillee was not playing, but in 
the previous match, in which MCC 
drew with Western Australian in a 
high-scoring spree, he looked the 
best fast bowler we had met. The 
selectors were slow to recognise 
his worth, for on paper his two 
wickets in that match were not a 


mUBtmrntgiremt 
Amirmtian 
erlakatara were 
products of fast, 
trua pitch 
conditions 


statistical recommendation. Then, 
when called up for the last two 
Tests, he promptly took 5 for 84 at 
Adelaide. 

With the exception of the 
1954-55 Test, pitch conditions 
were invariably against bowlers at 
Adelaide, Yet the great bowler 
could still be formidable We recall 
Lindwall taking three wickets in 
four balls in 1946-47, and. the 
same year, Alec Bedser somehow 
conjuring movement from leg to 
bowl Bradman for a duck. Eight 
years latei at Adelaide. Miller, 
still fast at 35, dismissed 
England's first three batsmen, Bill 
Bdrich, Len Hutton and Colin 
Cowdrey, in 20 balls 

Indifferent pitches first became 
usual at Sydney, with a tendency 
to help spin bowling, but 
wholesale deterioration did not 
take place until the Packer era. As 
in England the change in 
conditions tended to produce 
monotonous play. The legspinner 
was edged out, other slow bowlers 
of subtle skills were discouraged, 
and we were offered the stodgy 
fare of fast and medium-pace 
seamers with absurdly long runs. 

Another change in conditions 
occurred in the early l960s. In 
England, the miniground had 
been introduced in the previous 
decade, a 75-yard boundai’y from 
the centre of the pitch, which was 
designed to encourage batti > ig 
aggression but more obviously 
sent bowlers onto the defensive. 
Australia followed that lead for 
the M'OC visit of 1962-63. 

This winter we have seen 
boundary boards on the Test 
ground at I^rtb, giving rise to 
comment on the number of 
boundary hits. In the first three 
days 108 were struck, an average 


of 36 a day. When a normal 
playing-day miserably contains 
only around 90 overs, that is 
indeed an inordinate number. 
During the full five days of Perth’s 
inaugural Test 16 years earlier 
the total was 109, the daily 
average just under 22. 

Melbourne at full stretch was 
the ground allowing fewest hits to 
the boundary. 

I recall a Compton century 
containing only six fours. The 
lowest count in a series in my 
experience was that of 1958-59, 
wlien only 52 wore hit during the 
second Test at Melbourne and 54 
in the first at Brisbane. The latter 
has generally been the most 
fruitful source of fours and sixes 
in the post-war era, with a top 
score of 153 in 1962-63 

The hitting of boundaries may 
be regarded as a condemnation of 
abbreviated grounds and criticism 
of bowlers. Badly-prepared 
pitches are much more damaging 
to the health of cricket. At one 
time it seemed difficult to avoid 
producing a good pitch on those 
Test grounds, which shrugged off 
the harm done to pitches by 
footballers in winter. 

In 1946 MCC met Victoria four 
weeks after players in the 
Australian Rules grand final had 
been wallowing ankle-deep in 
mud across the cricket pitch. Yet 
conditions allowed both Compton 
and Hutton to score centuries, 
which strongly supports the belief 
that the production of low quality 
tracks now is due to official policy 
rather than inefficiency on the 
part of curators. 

That Adelaide has not gone the 
way of the others may perhaps be 
because, though Bradman has 
retired from office, his influence 
in Adelaide remains strong. 

Ideally more pace in the pitch 
there is needed, but not even 
digging up the square and 
relaying it has achieved that. Only 
timid batsmen wearing 
crash-helmets imagine it is fast. 

As for the other, the sooner they 
reverse the process and allow 
players good pitches, fast and 
true, the sooner are Australia 
likely to produce great players 
again 

Witden Crickat Monthly 
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LETTER 

The Change of Guard 

Can the new regime of the Indian Hockey 
Federation under Mr. R. Prasad pull Indian 
Hockey out of the doldrums? 

Deal Ml Prasad 


CC 

After the 
debacle that 
was the 
Pune 

Nationals, 
for which 
itCgaye 
fouriakhs of 
rupees, the 
Wills people 
are 

seriously 
considering 
withdrawing 
their money 
from 
hockey. 
That will be 
disastrous, 

* tosaythe 
least 


I’UE hopes are hig’h The aspirations new But the future still 
unknown Needless to say, the responsibility ol uplifting Indian 
hockey has descended on youi shouldei s at a very I'l ucial time 
thanks to the iinniature aetion of your predec'essor 

We understand that you aie an alileadininistratoi, a thinker and a 
man of action and we sinc-e? ely ho|x* that all these assets that have 
been bestowed on you find i eflettion m tlie glum set up that is now 
Indian hoc'key We i ead that you have det ided on some “sweeping 
changes ’ but we hoiie t hat these eai Iv bin sts of ('iithusiasm are not 
the pi overbial ‘new broom synch ome 

It IS common knowii*dge to eve\ yone that great plans are always 
made for oui hcx:key but not ninth of that planning filters down to 
actual implementation Foi <*ign t oac hi's artificial surfaces and 
programmes to impiove theoveiall standard of the game ai’oby no 
way new topics foi those who manage (oi at least attempt to) Indian 
hockey Every time we retui n fi om a tournament, beaten and 
demoralised, these topics crop up and aftei the init lal hubbub of 
concern, things die down to i einain loi gotten 

We smcei’ly hope this will not be true in your case The new set of 
plans and schemes put foi ward foi the government to pass must be 
followed up lest they gather dust beneath a heap of red tape, only to 








be pulled out after our national team has made yet another 
unsuccessful attempt to regain our much proclaimed past glory. 

It is not only with the government’s indifference that the fault 
lines. The organisation which you now head is also to blame for much 
of the present state of affairs. It should be your duty to eliminate the 
stale wood and those people for whom Indian hockey is only 
secondary to personal gain. The image of the Federation, and the 
people who run it, have to be revitalised as the first step towards 
reviving the game’s popularity. 

Disgraces, like the last Pune nationals, are what Indian hockey 
cannot afford. Such farces only turn interested people away. Why, 
even sponsors will turn their backs on hockey. And that, you cannot 
afford. In this connection one of your first duties should be to win 
back the confidence of people like ITC and others who are willing to 
finance Indian hockey. After the debacle that was the Pune nationals, 
for which ITC gave 4 lakhs of rupees, the Wills people are seriously 
considering withdrawing their money from hockey. That would be 
disastrous, to say the least. 

The lot of the players is already bad and it should be seen to that a) 
sponsors get their money’s worth and b^ the sponsorship money, or 
at least a part of it, is used for the benefit of the players. In the age of 
the professional, no youngster will even think of taking hockey 
seriously unless he envisagfes something in retuTh. 

It is time Indian hockey administrators and the grovernment got 
down to implementing some of their oft-repeated ideas. Plenty of 
planning has been done. Now it’s time for some action. 

We wish you all the best, 


Y0uHa¥0 

momm 
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FOCUS 

FooflMFuss 

The European Football 
Championship and Harald 
Schumacher are hot topics today 
in West Grerman Football. 
Subhash Sarcar rep)orts from the 
Federal Republic 


T here were ten of us from 
seven countries seated inside 
the Pressroom of the 
Deutcher Fussball-Bund 
(DPB) Some Eui*o ’88 posters were 
bein (7 prominently displayed on 
the wcdls The European Football 
Championship are scheduled to be 
held in eig'ht cities—Dusseldorf, 
Hanover, Stuttgart Frankfurt, 
Orelsenkirchen, Hamburg, Koln 
and Munich— from June ] 0 next 
year And the DFB has already 
readied itself foi the big show—a 
major soccer tournament being 
held in the Federal Republic after 
14 years—and the craze for tickets 
has begun 

But the system foi ticket sale m 
West Germany is diffeiunt from 
ours Thatis, inagieementwith 
the European Football Union 
(UEFA) the organising panel of 
the tournament began tlie sale 
(950,000 tickets for 15 matches) 
in April this year At first, 
certificates of priority were 
handed out which will be 
exchanged lor original tickets in 
May '88, the reasoning behind 
this system is tliat it proved to be a 
success at the 1974 World Cup 
held In the Fedei al Republic 


The 16 country associations of 
the DFB have also been entrusted 
with the sale of tickets 
Foreigners, who wish to see 
matches, will only be given tickets 
after the draw for the final 
tournament on Januaury 19 next 
What about the quota for the 
Umon members (UEFA)’ This 
distribution will be according to 
regulations— 20 per cent of the 
contingent will be reserved for 
each participating country in the 
preliminaries This quota is hiked 
by 10 per cent each for the semis 
and 40 per cent in the finals slated 
for June 25 Besides this, the 
German television (ARD) has 
geared up to entertain the 
<x>nnoisseurs of the game 
Mascots in these modern times 
play a vital role in major national 
and international tournament 
And millions of spectators will be 
able to follow the ARD live 
presentation when ‘Berm’.the 
official Euro ’88 mascot will come 
on the screen The Maakotxihen 
(mascot) has been created in the 

Rhien Stadium at Dusseldorf is 
one of the venues for the 
European Championship 



Bemi, the Euro *88 masoot 


famous Walt Disney Studios and 
obviously it relates to such famous 
cartoon figures as Mickey Mouse 
and Donald duck Bernl has taken 
his name from the UEFA 
headquarters in Berne 
Interestingly, the future hosts of 
the championship have been saved 
the trouble of designing a mascot 
The Press secretary of the DPB, 

Mr Rainer Holzschuh said that the 
Berm in all probablitiy will 
become the permanent mascot of 
the European championship “The 
only thing Berm will have to do is 
to changfe his shirt each time there 
IS a new host ’’ 

S UDDENLY the topic of 

discussion IS interrupted by my 
colleague ft om Nigeria He was 
cut lous to know (and so were we 
all) about the former national and 
World Cup goalkeeper Harald 
Schumacher’s book “AupfifT’ 
(Starting Whistle) which created a 
big stir in the DFB and at the 
national level Schumacher had 











written about players taking' 
drugs, and sex scandals 

The book had certainly caused a 
major embarraesment and getting 
to know from the facts ftom the 
horse’s mouth is the best thing 
possible Mr Holzschuh smiled 
and said "We still don't know 
what prompted him to write that 
stufTabout the players It was 
unexpected of an internationally 
famed goalkeeper hke him He 
was domg well for himaelf and 
could have gone for his Third 
World Cup, but then Pfaff our 
second keeper, donning Bayern 
Munich colours, is domg fme and 
will hopefully be Schumacher’s 
able successor Looks hke he 
wanted to make a fast buck 
Perhaps he’s made about 2 million 
marks " 

On whether Schumacher can 
return to the national side, the 
DFB Press chief candidly 
commented "His chances are ml 
We've had enough 
embai rrassment and we don't 
wantanolhei He has done the 
damage and who knows he will 
not indulge in it the second time. 


if we keep him in the national 
side This will have an adverse 
bearing on German football We 
are not going to make another 
mistake We are going to be more 
careful 

"Schumacher may have become 
famous after publishing the book 
But I don’t think so Hie club FC 
Koln are quite distressed by this " 

However, the book is still hot 
stuff in Germany It has become a 
best seller and over two laikh 
copies of the first edition have 
been sold The latest is that some 
publishers are going to thrive on 
the book when it will be translated 
into ten different languages In 
West Berlin, we came to know that 
the translation of the book has 
already begun The latest WorM 
Soccer magazine has confirmed 
the news about the translation of 
the book 

Schumacher’s exposures have 
left a bad taste m the mouth of 
Germany's football The DFB has 
now decided to test all the 
Bundesliga players for drugs 
This 18 going to be a painstaking 
job for the sports medicine doctors 




Elarald Schumacher' Still making 
news 

at Hiedelberg and at other centres 
In fact, the doctor at our meeting 
at Hiedelberg’s SOO-yearold Hotel 
Zum Ritter St Geong confirmed 
the difficulty of the task 
I asked the doctor about 
drug-taking by athletes and he 
lesponded in fluent English that 
tests are taken before each 
international event by the 
concerned aissociation "What we 
do m sports medicine is to 
recommend or preecribe what 
should be done and what should 
not, the method of treatment, how 
to rectify the faults Top athletes 
who tram for competition cannot 
do without sports medicine 
nowadays, ’ the doctor declared 
Pointmg to Schumiicher s 
confession of players taking 
drugs, the doctor said that the'v 
have a big job in front of them 
"We have to test all the Bundesliga 
players over the next five years 
It’s quite a tough fob But I still 
believe that Bundesliga players 
are free fkom drugs Anyway we 
still have to test them 
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Coh Trial Stakes 

Tlie Classic 
nsmcer 

Cyrus J. Madan reports 
from Bangalore 


T he brave were 
dancing: &ncl 
Calcuttans were 
doing a highland 
fling in Bangalore when 
a roan colt named 

Brave Dancer gave the 
so called third world 
racing centre’ its first 
classic tt lumph of the 
decade Owned by Mr 
Babi Nobis, the colt was 
trained to perfection by 
V\)ay Singh and was 
given a wonderful nde 
around by jockey Pesi 
Shroff 

By Ballo out of Be My 
Guest, Brave Dancer 
certainly had the 
credentials to win the 
Colts Trial Stakes but 
most people chose to 
overlook them m 
preference to a Bombay 
based colt named Kir 
RoyaJe Trained by 
Bezan Chenoy and 
ndden by Robin Corner, 
the colt was undefeated 


from three starts and 
had beaten Brave Dancei 
convincingly when they 
had last met, albeit while 
in receipt of seven kilos 
Backed down to'the 
exclusion of his rivals 
Kir Royale never settled 
at any stage of the race 
and ultimately finished 
a poor fourth 
There was a great deal 
said about why he got 
beat and how he had run 
well below form Some of 
It perhaps being correct 


and some not But all 
send and done Brave 
Dancer was easily the 
best that third Sunday of 
June and even if 
everything had gone 
Kii's way, I for one feel 
that he would nevei 
have beaten the grey 
who won without so 
much as working up a 
sweat 

Shroff (left) rode Brave 
Dancer to victory over 
Bezan Chenoy (right) 
trained Kir Royale 


A small held of six 
colts lined up to face the 
starter at the mile 
marker for the season’s 
second classic On paper 
It appeared to be a two 
horse race between 
Brave Dancer and Kir 
Royale but the 
connections of one other 
horse namely Ich Dien 
were fairly confident 
that their colt would be 
very much in the 
reckoning 
Jumping out level 
from the gates, the 
initial pace was a httle 
over a morning gallop 
It was this slow pace 
which was to prove to be 
Kir Royale’s iindoing A 
brilliant colt with a lot of 
speed, the slow gallop 
did not allow him to 
settle as he fought for 
his head in an effort to 
get to the front This 
was something that 
jockey Robin Corner had 

NHihl Bhailaitfiaryi 












been advised not to do as 
per his instructions and 
as a result there was a 
battle gromg on between 
horse and rider. The 
former fighting for his 
head, the latter virtually 
sawing his mouth off in 
a bid to refrain him from 
doing BO. 

Now it’s very easy to 
criticise Robin for 
messing things up. but 
although 1 do feel he was 
to blame to some extent 
one cannot put Kir 
Roytde’s disappointing 
show entirely on his 
shoulders. Robin was 
merely following his 
instructions to the tee. 
He had been told that 
under no circumstances 
was he to go to the front. 
In fact, he was told to sit 
behind Brave Dancer. In 
a small field it is rather 
difficult to cover up a 
horse who likes to run in 
front especially when 
the pace is slow. But the 
mistake Robin made was 
trying to get his mount 
to settle while travelling 


on the outside of 
Africaan. How could he 
ever expect his colt to 
settle down when he 
could see daylight in 
front of him On that 
score he was most 
certainly wrong and had 
he wanted to get his 
mount to settle he 
should have tried to sit 
behind something 
tucked in on the rails. 

Bravr Dancer 
meanwhile had been 
switched off and relaxed 
nicely by Pesi Shroff in 
last place. He was 
lobbing cdong like it was 
a morning gallop 
thoroughly enjoying 
himself. At one stage Ich 
Dien who was making 
the running, was over 
ten lengths ahead of him 
but Shroff obviously 
knew what he had under 
him. 

He turned for home in 
last place and then with 
just about 300 metres to 
run he eased Brave 
Dancer off the rail onto 
the outside to give him 


The Calcutta based 

Brave Dancer, up in 

front on his home 
groung earlier this year 

the clearest of runs and 
the rest was history. The 
big made son of Ballo 
slipped effortlessly into 
overdrive and Shroff 
merely guided him past 
the opposition who were 
left floundering in his 
wake as be swept past. It 
was a display that left 
little to no doubt that he 
was the best and on this 
performance he is bound 
to be a hve threat to the 
Derby favourite Divine 
Light. 

The official verdict 
placed him three and a 
half lengths the good of 
Ich Dien who ran well to 
finish ii i second place 
while Africaan who was 
a length and a quarter 
away in third place kept 
Kir Royale at bay .by half 
a length. The time 
clocked was an 
unimpressive 1 min. 41 
sec. on a track that was 
slightly heavy after 


rains the day before. 

Hence on his timing a 
lot of people may be 
tempted to dismiss his 
performance as 
mediocre, but it would 
be stupidity to do so. The 
early pace in the race, as 
I have already stated, 
was very slow. The 
official time therefore 
has little to no meaning 
at all. What does look 
worth studying is the 
time clocked by Brave 
Dancer to traverse the 
last 800 metres in the 
race. Perhaps that will 
give a more accurate 
description and a deeper 
insight into Brave 
Dancer’s performance. 

Now it’s on to the 
Derby scheduled to be 
run in July and one 
waits with bated breath 
to see whether Brave 
Dancer can emulate 
those all time greats like 
Track Lightning, Sir 
Bruce and Chaitanya 
Chakram and land the 
Colts Trial, Bangalore 
Derby Double. 
















CALENDAR 

MAtlONAL EVENTS 

•admlnton: Prize money In* 
vKatlon tournament at Neta|i 
Indoor Stadium, Calcutta from 
1 to 3 July 

C>wm: 25th National B Chess 
championship m Bhilai, from 
23 July to 11 August 180 
players to participate 
Hockey: 22nd Junior National 
Championship in Lucknow 
Semi-nnal on 2 July Final on 3 
July 12th All India, Indira Gold 
Cup tournament in Snnagar, 
from 6 to 20 July 
Golf: Merchant's Cup meet at 
Royal Calcutta Golf Club from 

21 July onwards 

Table Tennia: Mlni-iunlor 
national championships for the 
INTAB Cup at Delhi from 7 to 

12 July All-India Electra 
tournament m Meerut, from 14 
to 20 July Inter-Institutional 
tournament m Ranchi, from 22 
to 26 July 

Basketball: Indira Gandhi 
women's tournament m Delhi 
from 1 to 5 July 
Tannia: Davis Cup (World 
Group) quarter-final tie, India 
vs Israel at DLTA complex, 
Africa Marg, Delhi, from 24 to 
26 July 

Wrestling: Rustam-e-Hind 
Oangal at the Indira Gandhi 
Indoor Stadium, Delhi from 23 
to 26 July This Is the richest 
prize money Dangal in India, 
with the winner getting Rs 1 
lakh and the runner-up Rs 
60,000 Wrestlers in the weight 
category of 82 Kgs to 130 
Kgs can participate Simul 
taneously the Federation Gold 
Cup in SIX classes, below 48 
Kgs, 52 Kgs, 57 Kgs, 62 
Kgs , 68 Kgs, and below 74 
Kgs will be held at the same 
venue Prize money is Rs 
15,000 for the winners of each 
category and Rs 10,000 for the 
runner-UD 

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS 
Athletics Asian Track and 
Field meat in Singapore from 

22 to 26 July Wood Games at 
Helsinki, part of the lAAF/Mobil 
Grand Prix circuit, on 2 July 
Bislett Gamas at Oslo on 4 
.July Budapest grand pnx at 
Budapest, Hungary on 6 July 
Oiympisoher Tag at Berlin 
GDR, on 8 July Peugeot Tal¬ 
bot games at London, on 10 
July Nikaia '87, Grand Pnx 
circuit meet at Nice France on 

13 July Adriaan Pauten 
memorial meet at Hengalo, 
Holland on 19 July Ulster 
Gamas at Belfast, on 20 July 
Golden Gala, grand prIx circuit 


meet, at Rome, on July 22 
Pearl Assurance games, at 
Gateshead, England, on July 
26 San Francisco marathon, 
at San Francisco, on July 19 
Boxing: Duane Thomas 
(USA) vs Lupe Aquino (Mex¬ 
ico) for the World Boxing 
Council (WBC) super welter¬ 
weight title In Bordeaux, 
France, on July 12 Jose Luis 
Ramirez (Mexico) vs Terrence 
Alli (Guyana) for the vacant 
WBC light-weight title at Saint 
Tropez, France on JuN 19 
Badminton: 35,000 US dollar 
Thailand open championship 
at Bangkok, from 8 to 12 July 
15 oountnes have confirm^ 
participation 

World Student Games. At 
Zagreb, Yugoslavia from 8 to 
19 July 6,500 participants 
from over 100 nations to take 
part 

Cricket: Pakistan s tour of En¬ 
gland July 2-—7 3rd Comhill 
Insurance Test at Headingley 
Leeds July 23—28 4th Cor- 
nhill Insurance Test at 
Edgbaston Benson and 
Hedges Cup final (limited-over 
match) at Lords, between 
Yortohire and Northampton 
shire on July 11 
Cycling: Tour de France (start 
from West Berlin, finish at 
Pans) from 2 to 26 July 
Chess: InternatKinal Masters 
(women) at Naleczow near 
Lubin in Poland from 16 to 29 
July Vasantha Unni of Kerala 
to represent India at the meet 
Football: 2nd FIFA World 
Under-16 tournament, known 
as the FIFA Kodak Cup to be 
staged in four Canadian cities 
from 12 to 25 July 16 teams, 
divided into four equal groups 
will play on a league-cum- 
knockout basis The top two 
teams in each of the four 
groups qualifies for the quar¬ 
ter-final, at which juncture the 
competition becomes sudden 
death Ssvni-finals are at Saint 


John, New Brunswick and 
Toronto The final Is in Toronto 
on Saturday, July 25 The 16 
participants are three from 
Africa, Nigena, Ivory Coast 
and Egypt, three from Asia, 
South Korea, Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia three from South Amer- 
ica, Bolivia, Brazil and 
Ecuador, three from Concaf, 
Mexico, USA and hosts Cana¬ 
da, one from Oceania, Austra¬ 
lia and three from Eurooe (to 
be decided). South Arnenoan 
championship finals, from 
June 27 to July 12, in the 
Argentinian cities of Cordoba, 
Rosano and Buenos Aires 
The winners of three first 
round groups join holders Uru¬ 
guay in the semi-finals played 
on a knock-out basis Knock¬ 
out schedule as foibws July 8 
(Semi-final) Uruguay vs win¬ 
ners group A (Argentina Peru 
Ecuador) at Buenos Aires July 
9 (Semi-final) Winners of 

g roup B (Brazil Venezuela, 
hiie) vs winners of group C 
(Paraguay Columbia Bolivia) 
at Buenos Aires July 11 
Third-place match at Buenos 
Aires July 12 Final in the 
Estadio Monumental of River 
Plate in Nunez Buenos Aires 

Golf: Carrolls Insh Open ai 
Potmamock from 2 to 5 July 
Canadian Ojsen at Oakville, 
Ontano, from 2 to 5 July Bell s 
Scotch Open at Qleneagles, 
Scotland from 8 to 11 July 
KLM Dutch Open at Hilver- 
sum, Holland from 23 to 26 
July Buick Open at Grand 
Blanc, Michigan from 23 to 26 
July US Vifomens Open at 
Plainfield, New Jersey, from 
23 to 26 July 

Motor Rallying: Ulster Rally 
on July 31 and Aug 1 
Rowing: Henley Royal Regat¬ 
ta from 1 to 5 July 
Sailing: Quarter Ton world 
chamj^ship at La Rochelle, 
France, from 2 to 14 July OK 



World championship at Lulea, 
Sweeden, from 6 to 18 July 
Swimming: European Junior 
championships, including di¬ 
ving, water polo and synchro¬ 
nised swimming at Rome from 
23 to 26 July 

Termla: Nabisco grand prix 
super senes at Boston, USA, 
from 6 to 12 July World 
Group, Davis Cup, second 
round ties Australia vs Mexico 
at Bnsbane, from 24 to 26 July 
Paraguay vs Spain at Mexico 
City from 24 to 26 July 
Sweeden vs France at Stock¬ 
holm, from 24 to 26 July Fed¬ 
eration Cup for Women at 
Vancouver Canada from July 
27 to Aug 1 

Weightlifting. Common¬ 
wealth championshipb in Can¬ 
berra Australia, on July 18 
and 19 10-member Indian 
team to participate 

TELEVISION 

Live telecast of men and 
women singles final a* Wimb¬ 
ledon from 6 30 pm onwards 
on July 5 and July 4 respec¬ 
tively Live telecast of men 
singles semi-final at Wimble 
don on July 3 (timing yet to be 
decided) 

Live telecast on national hook¬ 
up of 12th All India Indira Gold 
Cup hockey tournament at Sn¬ 
nagar on July 20 (timing yet to 
be decided) Live telecast of 
India vs Israel Davis Cup tie at 
Delhi from 24 to 26 July 
World of Sport programme 
from 4 00 p m onwards on the 
following Sundays 12 and 19 
July Sunil Gavaskar Presents, 
a weekly senal of great Test 
matches on the national hook¬ 
up at 10 IS am on Sundays 5, 
12, 19 and 26 July 


Running commentary on the 
national hook-up in Hindi and 
English on semi-finals and An¬ 
al of 12th Indira Gold Cup at 
Srinagar (for details see 
Calendar) 

Running commentary in Hindi 
and English on Davis Cup 
second round tie between In¬ 
dia and Israel (for details see 
Calendar) Running commen¬ 
tary on finals of national vol- 
leybaH char^onships at Delhi 
on July 31 llmings and metre 
band yet to be decided Run¬ 
ning commentary in Hindi and 
English on national hook-up on 
Anal of Junior National Hockey 
Championship at Lucknow on 
3 July 

CoimiiM by New KMadto 








A$tAM CLUB FOOTBALL 


llw Mighl Of Al Rashid 


T he Al Rashid Club of Iraq 
have emerged undefeated 
champions of Group IV of the 
Asian Club Championship held at 
Dhaka They scored 23 g^s in 
the four group matches One look 
at the results shows their 
superiority lo the others Apart 
from Indian champions Mohun 
Bagan, no club offered even a 
semblance of competition to the 
Iraqis It was as if they had come 
to Dhaka after solving a 
mathematical problem 
Four days after the tournament 
started Al Rashid coach Nasarat 
Naser had said, "We will become 
group champions The champion 
teams of India and Bangladesh 
will draw the matches they play 
between themselves The Indian 
team is bettei in comparison but 
we will beat them and that match 
will prove (rucial to determine the 
group champions ’ Fatefu 1 wor ds 
indeed Tlie Mohun Bagan Al 
Rashid club encounter (which 
Mohun Bagan lost 0-2) decided the 
champion 

The Iraqis have gone to the final 
round (the venue has not been 
decided yet) after proving4he best 
team from the group ^Vom 1986 
the Asian Club Championship is 
being conducted according to the 
new rules From Asia eight teams 
will go to the second round These 
will again be subdivided into two 
groups The two group champions 
will play the final in the 'home and 
away’ metliod after which it will 
be decided as to who will emei ge 
the 1987 champions As it stands 
now it seems that the Iraqi club 
has the best chance of becoming 
the second round champion They 
will have to play the champions of 
group one (consisting of Iran, 
Jordan, Syria. North and South 
Yemen), the champions of grroup 
three (the runners up of Gulf 
Countries Club Championship), 
and the champions of group five 
(Thailand, Burma, Sri Lanka, 
Maldives and Bhutan) The 
foamework of the tournament is 
such that two Iraqi teams may get 
the chance of playing m the 
second round The second and 


third groups are not playing 
separately—the champions and 
the runners of the Gulf Country 
club championship are being 
given the chance 
The Iraq Army Club is getting a 
chance to play among the seven 
teams of this championship If 
they become champions they will 
play with the group champions of 
groups SIX. seven and eight m the 
second round The Asian Club 
Cliampions was first started in 
1907 but could not be held 
regularly owing to various 
reasons After the exit of Israel 
from the Asian scene, even 
though the Iraqis dominated the 


Hussein, the son of President 
Saddam Hussein Five of its 
members represented the country 
at the Mexico World Cup Out of 
them only two, Samir Shakir and 
Karim Mohammed Aliawe had 
come to play in Dhaka They 
proved enough for the other 
teams Apart from them, 
youngsters Laith Hossain, Saad 
Qulys and Jassim Hasan also 
played well Saad Qulys was 
adjudged the best footballer for 
the best of reasons Laith Hossam 
became the top goal scorer along 
with Sisir Ghosh of Mohun 
Bagan - both scoring six goals 
each However, Sisir Ghosh was 



Sailen Manna, the Mohun Bagan 
veteran (extreme left) in 
oonversation with the Al Rashid 
ooaoh Nasarat Naser 

field, they have never been able to 
win this tournament In 1972 
though the Police Club reached 
the fmaJ, they did not play against 
the Maccabee Club of Israel 
because of political reasons In 
1986, Al Talaba Club of Iraq 
reached the main championship 
but Furukawa of Japan emerged 
as ultimate champions This time 
the Al Rashid Club is determined 
to become the champions 
This club 18 only four years old 
It IB looked after by Audai 


awarded the top scorei trophy 
Basically the Iraqis differed 
from the othci s in physique They 
played mainly in the Ponta 
System with three backs They 
had ti'emendous confidence in 
World Cup stoppei Samii Shakir 
and for this reason they denuded 
the defence to increase their 
midfield strength It ro ly be 
mentioned that they played four 
matches using various tat tics On 
the first day they indulged in 
wing play from the right against 
Manag Mansuangdi of Nepal, on 
the second attacking from the 
field against Mohun Bagan, and 
resorting to open attack in the 




third and fourth matches against 
Pakistan Air Force Club and 
Mohammedan Sporting, Dhaka 
They scored fifteen goals in the 
last two matches. 

Coach Nasarat Naser observed 
that before coming to Dhaka he 
had no idea at all as to the 
strength of the four other South 
Asian clubs He had seen the 
Indian Youth team play in 
Baghdad in 1977. He thought that 
in the lO years since 1977 Indian 
football has made a lot of 
progress—at least as far as 
techniques and tactics were 
concerned. 

Mohun Bagan could have had 


Mohammedan Sporting 
goalkeeper Kanan leaps in the air 
to thwart an A1 Rashid move 


its share of glory if they could 
have defeated Mohammedan 
Sporting. Dhaka Mohun Bagan 
should have won that match. The 
forwards missed many chances. 
Had Mohun Bagan won they 
would not have had to be content 
with being runners up, going by 
the goal average Coach Amal 
Dulta said after the tournament 
that the Iraqis undoubtedly 
fielded a strong team, but had 
Mohun Bagan went to Dhaka in 


full strengrth then, at least, he 
could have played for a draw. The 
absence of Debashis Roy in the 
forward line, Aloke Mukherjee 
and Abdul Majid in the defence 
and Atanu Bhattacharjee between 
the posts had made the team 
weak. Amal Dutta further said 
that if his club had more time it 
could have brought together a 
better team. Last minute refusals 
from the government also created 
some problems This was Amal 
Dutta's first venture in 
international football as a coach 
Looking back, he says, that it is 
possible for India to become a 
strong football power in Asia. For 
this frequent matches with teams 
from Saudi Arabia and Kuwait are 
needed. He also requested Nasarat 
Naser to extend an invitation to 
India to participate in the Saddam 
Hossain Trophy at Baghdad This 
would benefit Indian football 
According to Dhaka, tournament 
results, among the clubs from the 
SAF (South Asian Federation) 
countries, Mohun Bagan ranks as 
number one Calcutta will play 
host to the SAF Games this 
November. Obviously, the 
question which is now bound to 
come up is why Amal Dutta 
should not be made coach of the 
Indian team 

Mohammedan Sporting 
strengthened themselves for this 
tournament with three foreign 
players—Nigerian EmekaEjugo, 
Golam Reza Nalzegar and Golam 
Reza Borhamzade of Iran 

The responsibility of organising 
the tournament was taken by 
Mohammedan Sporting of Dhaka 
They carried out their task 
successfully Six to eight 
ministers of the Bangladesh 
government are closely associated 
with the club. Because of them 
and club secretary Manirul Haque 
Chowdhury the tournament has 
shown a profit Noting the 
success, Sailen Manna, joint 
secretary of Mohun Bagan has 
Slid that Mohun Bagan would 
organise this tournament in the 
coming year. 

Rupak Saha, Dhaka 

Photographs: Nikhil Bhat- 
tacharya 
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staying- Number One is now the 
toug-hest job in world tennis, 
as the Top Ten field gets progressively 

threatening 




Lendl was realising 
that if becoming 
Number One was 
difficult staying 
there was an even 
harder task 


'id 












M artina Navratilova 

18 worried The cause is 
Steffi Graf and Oabnella 
Sabatim Ivan Lendl is in a 
quandry The cause is Becker, 
Wilander, Cash, Nystrom, 

Leconte. Noah McEnroe Connors 
and Mecir The two champions 
both world Number One’s, are 
facing a consolidated onslaught of 
talent and a desire to be the best 

Becoming Number One is 
extremely difficult 
And in that context no one can 
deny Ivan Lendl his position 
From the era of Borg the wiry, 
stone faced Czech made his 
intentions absolutely clear 
Avei se to publicity a fan 
following and even convei sation 
on the cut uit Lendl set a ruthless 
regime for himself The first 
pi loril v Wtis that the body should 
never break down He trained ai d 
laboured dieted and abstained 
and became one of the finest 
physical spec imens seen on a 
tennis court Then the accent was 
on technique With Tony Itoche 
ex Aussie stai beside him he 
gradually became the man with 
the all action game t es his 
volleying was consideiably tight 
as was his avt rsion to grass But 
on clay and haid courts (the 
circuit a prime surfaces) he 
became in the peoples words the 
tennis machine’ 

All this was happening while 
John McEnroe teased the world 
with sheei skill in 1983 and 1984 
But by 1985 I^endl had arrived 
He won at Monte Cat lo the WC'F 
Touinam* ntot Champions the 
WCT Finals at Dallas the US Open 
Clay Courts the US Open the 
Australian Indoor at Wembley in 
England now he was Number 
One He had entered 17 
tournaments won lO and had a 
77 6 match record if consistency 
and temperament were the 
hallmarks of Borg’s domination 
innate skill and cerebral play of 
McEnroe s reign then discipline 
and absolute conviction wci e the 
mgredients of Lendl s rise 

1986 in many ways was similai 
.yet there was no denying that a 
crisis at the top was bi owing 
Lendl realized that if becoming 
Number One was difficult staying 
there was an even hardei task 
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Graf has a powerful 
serve, a forehand 
which has been 
described as the 
'most devastating in 
women’s tennis 
ever* and absolute 
tunnel vision about 
the game 


I ( nrll w i'’ undoubtedly the 
doiniiicit The Mdfiteib the 

US Indoor PUyet s Intel aattuiud 
ItAhduOpeii FiwifhOpen 
StrattonGiandPnx USOpen he 
w(m IJ out of 42 toui namenls He 
wd6 still Nuinbei (>ne But now 
withadiffeiemi 
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others, eight of them, are all 
gentlemen of considerable skill, 
have the advantage of youth, are 
progressing unhindered in their 
field, pose a serious motivated 
threat and, primarily, have that 
savage desire to be Number One, 
i e. the greatest tennis player in 
the world. 

L endl remains at the top, but 
the edge has dulled In 1987 he 
won barely two tournaments In 
direct defiance, Becker has won 
three, and Edberg and Meoir four 
each With each tournament 
Lendl's position becomes shakier 
and lonelier. The foundations of 
the pedestal that he coveted so 
much are now being rattled and 
hammered by the artisti y of not 
one, not two. not three, but by an 
entire Top Ten gang of equally 
ruthles-s marauding young men 
The whole scenario has 
undergone a tremendous change 
A transition There is no 
superstar, yet many stars It is 
not only Lendl's play that attracts 
crowds today .it is also Becker's 
power, Edberg’s crisp serve and 
volley. Mecir’s deception. Cash’s 
aggression, McEnroe’s flair. 
Connors' scrapping, Leconte’s 
flamboyance, Noah’s athleticism, 
Wilander and Nystrom s 
consistency and the ability of 
Mayotte. Can I^endl fight off this 
determined and varied challenge 
in 1987? Moreover, can Becker or 
the next Number One do it either’^ 
Tlie signs are doubtful 
Perhaps, as opposed to any 
period in the history of tennis. 
staying Number One has become 
the toughest job in world tennis 
Lendl, Number One for two years, 
had a chance to enjoy It Chances 
are the next champion will not 
have two years or even a che nee to 
savour his triumph 
Lendl said last fortnight "1 
always wanted to be Numlier One 
I worked my bum off for it and I 
enjoyed it.. but if Becker comes 
for it and really wants it badly 
enough he’ll get it”. Prophetic 
words perhaps for any future 
champion. 

I f Lendl’s foundation is shaking, 
Martina’s is already crumbling. 
From the most powerful forehand 



I Tired and injured, McEnroe is still | 
I a contender for the Number One i 
__* < 


in women's tennis, whose owner 
cannot think beyond the necessity 
to be Number One We’re talking 
about Steffi Graf obviously. But 
no story is relevant without a 
historical perspective 
No major individual sport has 
been so totally dominate by two 
people, as tennis by Martina 
Navratilova and Chr's Evert It 
has been an extraordinary 
domination of extr-aordi nai y 
dimension From 197<J to June 
1987, the N um bei‘ One spot has 
fluctuated solely between them 
They have won 33 of the 52 Grand 
Slam events between 1974-86 • 
They are the only ones perhaps 
who can turn around and say. 
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The Top Ten are all 
genhemen of 
considerable skill, 
have the advantage 
of^outh,posea 
lenous motivated 
threat and, primarily, 
have that savage 
desire to be Number 
One 


Yes, we have seen it air Fi’dni eleg’ance and devastation from the 

MaigaretCourt Bilhe Jean baseline on clay By 1986 

and OlRa Morazova throuf^h howcvei t hns was Bagging She 

Virginia Wade. Betty Stove and had been a discontent Number 

Evonne Goolagong, on to Andiea Two lor many years, but was 
Jaeger and Tracy Austin, Hana Martina's sole nemisis But she 
Mandlikova and Pam Shn ver to tell to Number Three and in early 

Helena Sukova. Gabriella Sabat ini 1987 to an unprecedented 

and Steffi Graf They have been Number Four before gaining a 
chased and haunted, c hallenged step back again She will in time 

and occasionally bt>aten but never pei haps become like Jimmy 

been subdued Connors Not Number One but 


Martina on gt ass with her always a threat 

impeccable serve and volley power The one with the major 

oriented game, and Chris all problems is however Martina 














Meoir (far left) has a delicate 
winning: touch but no 
temperament. Becker (left) is I 

vaiiantly chasing Lendl to be the | 
best and Edberg’s serve and volley 
can devastate anyone if he feels 
like it. Gabriella Sabatini too has 
made spectacular improvement in 
the last six months | 





Her Number One position has 
almost looked out of bounds for 
the past five to seven years. All 
contenders were almost 
brusquely manhandled and 
ravaged by the woman now 
considered the greatest ever 
ladies tennis player 

But Sabatini and Graf, young 
and vengeful, motivated and 
talented, have now embarked on 
the final hunt And a weary 
Navratilova, with a deplf*ted 
arsenal, doesn’t look capable of 
stopping them. But before going 
any further it is emperical to note 
that the women’s secenario is 
quite different from the men’s. 

Lendl to an extent is still at his 
peak Martina is not. Lendl has 
bee a Number One for two years. 
Martina for more than twice that 
period. Lendl is 27 and his 
commitment has not decreased. 


Martina is 30 and there are i 

sufficient signs to say that her 
commitment lacks Lendl has ' 

nine challengers for his title. ! 

Martina m all seriousness has 
two. Martina has a tremendous ' 
record and can retire almost ! 

immortal. Lendl hasn’t, and can't | 

Martina, like Lendl, dominated 
1986, winning Wimbledon and 
the US Open, but by 1987 her | 

position began to be seriously I 
threatened. She lost to Evert, j 

Sabatini, Mandlikova and Graf In | 
the six months of 1987 she hasn’t . 
won a tournament. If that isn’t a | 
sign, whatis> 

On the other side, look at ^ 

Sabatini and Graf. The Argentine, i 
has begun to play as beautifully j 

as she looks A peripheral 
challenger in 1986, her game has 
matured beyond anyone’s 
expectations. She, like Chris, 






































Chris wM in time 
perhaps become Hke 
Jimmy Connors. Not 
Number One but 
always a threat 




prefers the baseline and apart 
from beii^ a more than 
reasonably skilled player 
pusessess on vital asset 
increasing confidence After 
decimating Martina in a 
tournament prior to the French 
Open, she breezed through the 
early rounds of Roland Qarros 
with the words, “I’m playing so 
well, 1 think I cam win this 
tournament’ She almost did, 
serving for the match m her 
semi-final against Graf before 
sucumbing to some real 
championship stuff Critics still 
seem to have their doubts 1 don’t 

S TEF^ GRAF howevei is a 
completely different prospect 
Initially dubbed a possible 
burn-out case, in the same mould 
as Austin and Jaeger, opinions 
have changed drastically altei her 
awesome performances in 1987 
The French Open was her seventh 
consecutive title this year, winch 

Chris Evert could find inspiration 
in her new love Andy MUls, and as 
for Jimmy Connors (right), the 
harder the fight, the better he 
plays 





means she has gone 39 matclies 
wit hout defeat I’liat sounds like 
vintage Martina Oral has a 
powerful serve, a forehand which 
has been described as the ‘ most 
devastating in women s tennis 
ever’ and absolute tunnel vision 
about the game She eats, sleeps, 
tiains, plays with one 
intention to be the best On 
court, she is almost Lendl-like 
Cold, emotionless and with an 
attitude which conveys the one 
basic message. “Winning is it 
Nothing else is of even remote 
importance” It is perhaps sad, 
because it looks inevitable that 
th, j 17 year old West German is 
going to hound the dignified 30 
year old Czech into relinquishing 
the top spot and going into 
retirement 

Since the French, Martina has 
constantly maintained that she is 
still Number One and far from 



















Men of Yannick Noah's 
capabilities can put it across 
the Lendls and Bmkers. He has 
the game though not the 
consistency. Moreover he is a 
pleasure to watch. Diving full 
length. Always attacking. 
Always lively 
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finished But although she may 
partially dominate 1987, the fact 
remains: the reign is almost over. 
This is a crisis which Martina 
looks incapable of overcoming. 

The Argentine and German 
axis is poised in 1987 to form the 
base for the second greatest 
rivalry in women’s tennis. It only 
remaitus to be seen if there are any 
more miracles left in Martina's 
racket. 


Never in the past 10-12 years 
has such a situation prevailed in 
world tennis. There has always 
been one clear champion... a cut 
above the rest. And when that 
champion faltered, there was 
always a known successor. Today 
in men's tennis it could be anyone. 
In women's tennis one of two. 
There is a massive crisis at the 
top. And tennis is thankful for it. 
Rohlt Bilitiath 








^AMALYSm 

Ihe Evolution Of 
ASpoclos 

‘Big Biir Tilden was the best 
player in his time. He died a 
virtual pauper. Today, Boris 
Becker, regardless of the fact that 
he is still not the world number 
one, earns an estimated ten 
million dollars a year. David 
McMahon sat reflecting on the 
progress of world tennis as the 
heavens opened up over 
Wimbledon ’87 
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W ERE Bill Tilden alive 

today, I would have gladly 
sought him out for an 
interview. But he died a 
forgotten man in tragic 
ciicumstances, without a bank 
balance or much else besides. His 
passing was almost invisible, 
meriting little more than a few 
lines in obituary columns around 
the global sports news networks 
His morals had been questioned, 
his achievements long glossed 
over, his glorious titles consigned 
to memories of another era 
William Tatem Tilden departed 
this world a virtual pauper. 

Long before anyone thought of 
forming the Association of Tennis 
Professionals, long before the 
sport admitted professionals into 
the tournament fold, long before 
live colour television was beamed 
to international agencies and 
transformed tennis players into 
superstars, Tilden. tall, powerful 
and imperious, was monarch of 
this sport. 

It was his stature, combined 
with the popularity of Suzanne 
Lenglen, that led Wimbledon 
authorities to move from their 
original premises on Worple Road 
to the present, more spacious 


Tennis tcxiay is no longer merely a 
haphazard linkage of fragmented 
events 


locale in 1922, when both these 
players were at their peak It was 
his aura that helped project the 
image of the United States as a 
major tennis power. In deference 
to his skill (and in veiw of his 
height) he was christened ‘Big 
Bill' while his fellow American 
and contemporary, William 
Johnston was affectionately 
known as ‘Little Bill'. 

Tilden received no pay checks 
when he won Wimbledon and the 
US Open. He g^ot his photograph 
in the papers, a few handshakes 
and little else besides. Had he been 
bom half a century later, Tilden 
would have been a globe-trotting, 
high-tlying tennis busineasman 
in the mould of Jimmy Connors 
and John McEnroe, who 
succeeded him as the flagbearers 
of Araerican talent. 

But that, perhaps, is the 
illogical cruelty of historical 
perspective. The sport has 
followed its natural course of 
evolution, developing and 
expanding over the decades. The 


game's early heroes were no less 
talented than those who win 
tournaments in today’s context. 
Less concerned with the q uestion 
of physical fitness, certainly, but 
only because they were not 
playing as many tournaments as 
today’s stars. 

Air travel shrank the 
competitive world, allowing a 
player to contest an Australian 
Open Final one evening and, if 
need be, a first round match in 
Baltimore the next. The occasional 
amateur tournaments of those 
early days have been replaced by a 
planned, organised professional 
circuit that is superbly conceived, 
aggressively marketed, and—in 
the main—smoothly 
administered. The easygoing life 
of the early stars bears no 
resemblance to the high-pressure, 
big buck existence of 
contemporary tennis giants. 

Do we conclude that today’s 
players are worth more than those 
who preceded them and laid the 
foundation stone for the 
establishment of professional 
tennis? It would not only be unfair 
to the champions of both eras to 
debate that point, it would merely 
be one of those arguments that 
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never come to a lo^cal 
conclusion. 

The winners of today’s 
tournaments reap the harvest of a 
century of tennis development 
and the rewards are 
mushrooming each year. Boris 
Becker took home a larger 
paycheck (Rs 130,000) with his 
first Wimbledon title in 1985 than 
Bjorn Borg did with his total 
earnings (Rs 86,500) hrom five 
consecutive wins here. This does 
not infer that Becker is any way 


superior to Borg; it cdmply means 
that tennis is a large enough 
business proposition to sustain 
ever-increasing paychecks. 

A first round loser at 
Wimbledon this year gets more 
than Rod Laver did for his 1968 
victory here. Again, this is not to 
suggest that there is emy 
comparison between Laver and 
the 64 gentlemen who booked 
their tickets home after losing in 
the opening round. Laver was, in 
general opinion, the greatest 
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tennis plasrer that ever lived. The 
pity of it was that the g’ame was 
not self-sustaining in his time. 
Had this been the case. Laver 
would have made his millions in a 
fashion that few other men would 
have been able to emulate. 

niHE sport has come the 
JL proverbial long way. Tennis is 
now a huge worldwide business, 
with corporate headquarters in 
every capital city around the 
world. It is no longer merely a 
haphazard linkage of fragmented 
events; instead it is professionally 
orchestrated and managed. 

Three corporations protect the 
earnings and investments of 
leading tennis players. Former 
tennis professional Donald Dell 
now manages an organisation 
called Pro Serv while Mark 
McCormack of Business 
Management fame presides over 
both International Management 
Group and an organisation that is 
appropriately called Advantage. 
Return. 

Prior to the formation of these 
companies, players relied on their 
own rudimentary knowledge and 
instincts when dealing with their 
earnings and their investments. 
Now, a tournament winner 
merely has to slxake a few official 
hands at the end of a successful 
campaign, then board a jet for the 
next port of call, while his or her 
winnings are automatically 
shepherded by one of the player 
management groups. Once tax 
has been deducted from the 
winnings, the balance is 
channelled into a bewildering 
variety of money-earning 
schemes Theplayersjusthaveto 
keep winning: their earnings are 
protected and promoted by the 
companies whose services they 
have retained. 


niHE top five players (including 
McEni^, despite his absence 


here at Wimbledon and his 
indifferent form since his 
self-enforced layoff) earn an 
estimated six million dollars a 
year. The top twenty can consider 
themselves rich in any 
international currency context. 
The top 100 players average about 
Re 25,000 a month, while those 
ranked between 101 and 200 earn 



Lendl is a low profile number one. 
But a millionaire many times over 


a decent enough living to ensure 
that they will never have to look 
for housing mortgages while 
looking for prime property. 

Boris Becker, regardless of the 
fact that he is still not yet the 
world number one, earns an 
estimated ten million dollars a 
year. Only half of that emanates 
directly from his tennis, while the 
rest comprises his endorsement 
fees, a direct spinoff from his 
stature as a marketable 
commodity through his incredible 
sporting prowess. Becker has a 
six-year contract with Puma, the 
sports goods company, that is 
worth a total of 26 million dollars. 
Should he never hit another 
tennis ball in his life, he has a 
secure financial future of i he 
nature that even Bjorn Borg could 
not have dreamt of at the same 
age. If visible proof be needed of 
Becker’s affluence, witness his 
temporary residential 
arrangements here in London. 

The Becker entourage has booked 
the entire top floor of the 
Londonderry hotel in the city’s 
plush Park Lane suburb. 


Although we are only two decades 
into professional tennis, Becker 
enjoys a lifestyle that the elegant 
Baron Gottfried von Cramm—a 
German tennis hero of the 
forgotten thirties—could never 
have envisaged. 

The leading contenders on the 
Nabisco Grand Prix Circuit can 
compete for dollars 100,000 a 
week, 52 weeks in the year. There 
is also an annual bonus of dollars 
800,000 for the top player at the 
end of the year. What used to be an 
exhausting tour with little 
monetary reward is now a 
circular, never-ending highway 
paved with gold. The pressure of 
mushrooming prize money purses 
brings in its wake new changes 
every season. We now have 
professional umpires attached to 
the Grand Prix circuit, a far cry 
from the days when a bad decision 
by an amateur umpire could spell 
the difference between a new 
Turbo Porsche and secondhand 
BMW for a professional player 

The old stars, if reborn as 
today’s competitors, would not 
recognise their present 
surroundings. Nothing in tennis 
has been'left untouched by the 
process of change, of progress, of 
keeping pace with the times 
Maybe the next time Boris Becker 
and I have tea in the Wimbledon 
VIP enclosure. I’ll ask him about 
his last Concorde flight. And then 
I’ll tell him about the time Bill 
Tilden was driving himself (no 
chauffeurs, no tournament 
courtesy cars, no real money, 
remember?) at breakneck pace 
between two tournaments. He had 
played an exhibition match in one 
American city and was racing to 
make an afternoon appointment 
on court in another state and had 
to drive through the night to get 
there on time. Tilden, exhausted 
after his match and bored with the 
drive, fell asleep at the wheel, 
went off the road and crashed 
upside down in a hay field, 
surviving without a scratch. 

When asked by rescuers what 
had happiened, Tilden rubbed his 
eyes and drawled laconically, “1 
just missed the bend in the road” 
The only thing a Becker or a Lendl 
has to worry about is a bend in the 
latest dollar exchange rate 
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Two, Not out 





W HEN it waa inaugurated two BAT programme will be members optimisitc. “1 predict that the BA' 

years ago with great fanfare of the Indian team in 1989 "If this boys will make a clean sweep of 

and amidst high expectations, the is not achieved, then it can be said the under-14, under-16 and 

chief objective of the BAT that the programme is behind under-18 events in the coming 

programme was stated in the schedule. ” He belives that Rohit year. ” 

official press release as "one to Rajpal and Rafi Parooqui are “well 

spot and nurture young tennis on their way to becoming top In fact both Anand and O'Mcari 

t^ent for Davis Cup and world Indian players” and is hopeful expressed some concern that the 

class competition.” Today while it that it will be 100 per cent in two boys did not dominate these 

would be premature to say that years time. “Right now I would events in the previous season “It 

the scheme is a success or a say that they are they just behind is no big deal if a 16 or 17-year-ol 

failure, there is little doubt that ZeeshanAli. They are bigger and boy wins the under-18 title He is 

the BAT programme, the most stronger than when first joined expected to win. It is when a 14 oi 

expensive and ambitious scheme the programme and have no real 15-year-old wins the title that on« 

of its kind in the history of Indian weaknesses. Gaurav Natekar too, gets up and takes notice.” says 

spot has reached a crucial stage is fast improving. The two other Anand. O’ Meara, agrees pointin( 

towards achieving its ultimate boys K P Balraj and Sridhar out that this is what Vijay and 

objective. And as chief coach Dave Bhabalia who have been with the Anand achieved 20 years ago. 

O’Meara puts it. “By mid 1988 we programme from the beginning “Similarly it means nothing if a 1 

will come to know whether BAT is are a little below 50 per cent on or 15-year-old wins the under 16 

going to achieve its ultimate their way. ” The other three boys, title. Again he is expected to do sc 

objective and I am cxmfident that Rohit Reddy, Prasanth Vasu and It is when a 12 or 13-year-old win 

by that time we would have found Leander Paes have been with the that title that one is sure that he i 

the two or three lads who are scheme only for the last one year. looking at an exceptionally 

going to be India’s Davis Cup “1 have every confidence that the talented boy” O’Meara says that b 

players by 1990.” BAT boys will dominate the junior 1 Tor 18 the BAT boy should be 

Anand Amritraj, one of the events completely during the number one in the country and b; 

prime motivators of the scheme 1987-88 season and if this is 19 or 20 he should be ranked 

also shares the same view. The achieved then it can be said that around 200 in the world. Those 

eldest Amritraj, who this year the BAT programme has more or achivements, says O’Meara'wouh 

completes twenty years as a less fulfilled the initial be in keeping with the objectives 

member of the Davis Cup squad is expectations ” of the BAT programme and a 

of the vi(^||^hat two boys from the O’Meara is even more definite course towards reaching 











that targ'et should be charted out 
in the coming year. 

Both Anand and O’Meara agree 
that the time is ripe for the BAT 
boys to have a real taste of 
international tennis. This year 
some of the lads will be taking 
part in top level junior 
tournaments in the USA to pick 
up valuable ITF points. “They will 
come to know how good they are 
only if they go abroad. Here, 
playing among themselves or 
even other top Indian juniors a 
feeling of complacency is likely to 
develop among the boys. And that 
is why international exposure is 
so important” echo both Anand 
and O’Meara. 

T he bane of Indian sportsmen 
has always been the lack of 
physical fitness. What has the 
BAT programme done in regard to 
this? O’Meara is fully aware of the 
importantce of physical training 
and this has always been given top 
priority in his schedule. Drills, 
weights and aerobics are an 
intergral part of the training and 
O’Meara says this year will be 
harder physically. “Some boys 
will really accelerate. Some are 
going to fall back. This year’s 
physical conditioning programme 
will be the toughest and will 
separate the men from the boys” 
says O’ Meara 

Anand is of the view that the 
boys are fortunate in having the 
benefit of many modern 
techniques. “It is much more than 
Vijay and 1 ever did. ” he says. “We 
just did a bit of running and 
skipping twenty years ago. The 
BAT boys have the advantage of a 
very strenuous and systematic 
training schedule which will go 
along way in improying their 
basic quickness on court.” 

’The latest addition to the BAT 
scheme is Asif Ismail, a strong 
and well built lad. But he is 
already 17. Isn’t it a bit late to join 
a programme in which lads were 
12 and 13 when introuduced? 
OMeara does not think so. "The 
lad has tremendous potentiaJ and 
it is up to us to realize that 
potential. I am confident that he 
will make great leaps required by 
him and catch up with the other 
boys before too long.” 



Anand is more candid in this 
regard. While admitting that 
Ismail is gifted and is a big and 
strong lad he also told 
Sportsworld that “There aren’t 
many options. We have to pick 
from the best that we have here ” 
However there is little doubt that 
considering his age Ismail will 
have to work ovei^ime if he has to 
natch up with the other boys in the 
scheme. 

The BAT coaches have changed 
in the past two years. ’The first 
coaches were Fred Roecker and 
Ted Murray. Roecker left after the 
first year and was succeeded by 
O’Meara. Murray left in December 
j after doing a lot of good work for a 
year and a half. He was succeeded 
by a black named “Kip.” But he 
had some visa problems and has 
just been succeeded by T. J. 
Hyman. In the year that he has 
been with the programme 
O’Meara has struck a good 
rapport with the lads. He is 
erudite, is able to maintain the 
enthusiasm among the boys and 
Anand has no doubt that "He is 
the best coach the BAT scheme has 
had.” Both Anand and OMeara 
are of the view that the changes in 
the coaches does not in any way 
affect the programme. The plans, 
the ideas as formulated by Peter 
Burwash International Ltd., 
(From where all the coaches come) 
are always co-opted into the 
programme. They are emphatic 


that the continuity is maintai ned | 
The promises made by Vijay I 

Amritraj at the inaugural j 

function have been kept. One of | 
the throe Amritraj brothers are ' 
here roughly every other mont h I 

to supervise the programme Top j 
officials of Britannia (or Nabisco) I 

Industries have come to visit the | 

boys bn more than one occasion i 
The legendary Rod Laver, an j 

employee with the Nabisco group, j 
has been to India twice and given { 

the boys invaluable advice P. L. j 
Reddy, the AITA secretary who is j 
based in Madras, frequently visits i 
the Madras Christian College i 

High School where the boys 1 

practise. Certainly the lads cannot : 
complain They enjoy the best of ' 
facilities, have the good fortune of 
excellent coaching and being part 
of a unique experiment They 
enjoy the motherly love and earn j 

of Mrs Amritraj. Now it is up to j 

them to respond in a manner that < 
would make them the country's j 
pride and joy. The next year, as I 

O’Meara puts it. is going to be I 
vital for the programme Is it i 

going to be the beet thing that i 
ever happened to Indian tennis’’ 

Or is it going be a colossal and 
expensive failure? Even though 
BAT is a long term scheme (seven 
years, it was said, at the 
inaugural function) a definite 
answer can be got either way by 
mid-1988. 

Partsbltomchand ■ | 



ROUNDUP 


ROURKELA 

llireelnARow 

C HAMPIONS for the last two 
years, H.E.C Ranchi met 
Bharat Cooking^ Coal Ltd. Jharia 
in the final of the 9th All India 
Inter-Zk>nal C.I.S.F. football 
tournament. An exciting final was 
on the cards. But it proved to be a 
damp squib of a final, devoid of 
any excitement 

Ranchi in the listless final took 
full advantage of the lapse in 
defence of the B.C C.L. team. 
Jharia’s sudden loss of form in 
this crucial match surprised the 
spectators Ranchi had an easy 
win, 4-0. The goals were scored by 
Hasan Ali (2) and B.B. Subba (2). 

Joshen Hansda of Rourkela was 
declared the best player, A. 
Rehman of B.C.C.L was awarded 
the top scorers trophy and the 
B.N. Mallick Trophy for the best 
disciplined team went to the North 
Zone team. 

SatMiShanna 


CHANDIGARH 

Baiyana Ronqi Home 

VOUNG Haryana spikers 
JL displayed remarkable fighting 
spirit to romp home victorious in 
the inaugural North Zone Youth 
League Volleyball Championship 
held last month. 

Chandigarh, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, 
Punjab and Haryana took part in 
it. Delhi did not turn up and no 
reasons were ascribed for its 
absence. The tournament was 
played in a round robin league 
format. 

By the.concluding day, both 
Haryana and Punjab had won 
all three matches and were 
poised to fight it out among 
themselves in the decider. 
Haryana made short work of 
Punjab 15-1 in the first game in 
13 minutes. But Punjab came back 
strongly to level score with 15-10 
in the second game. The next two 
games were shared and in the 


deciding game Punjab took a 13-9 
lead, when the Haryana spikers 
again showed nerves of steel to 
remain calm and ultimately 
triumphed at 16-14. 

AnMTlMSInih 

_ INDORE _ 

ACanqilintbA 

Puipose 

FIlHE Table Tennis Coaching 
J. Camp organised by the Indore 
District Table Tennis Association, 
has met with tremendous success 
ever since its inception in 1973. 
The motto is to catch budding 
latent talents within the 
age-group of 7-14 and impart to 
them the basic fundamentals and 
rudiments of the game and 
enlighten them of the latest rules. 
After separating the beginners 
from the more talented prospects, 
camps for advanced training are 
then organised for the selected 
players 


Callingall Umpires 


Available 
NEXT MAN IN A Survey of Crick^ 
Laws and Customs Gerald 
Brodribb Rs ? 16.90 
CRICKET UMPIRING AND 
SCORING Tom Smith Rs 76 30 
CRICKET RULES OK The Laws of 
Cricket. Geoff Hales Rs 76 50 
THE LAWS OF CRICKET (1980 
Code), MCC Rs ?0 00 
THE CRICKET BOOK Raien Mehra 
& Narottam Pun Rs 12 00 
Expected shortly 
Men in White Coats. 

Teresa McLean Rs 260.50 
Available at all good bookshops, 
incase of difficulty write 
to us directly. 






A WIDE 

selection of books on cricket and sports, 
write in for free catalogue. 


Marine. 
sports 

Th« Largest Stockist of 
Books on Sports In India 


63A Gokhale Road (North), 
Dadar, Bombay-4.00 028 
® 4229225 






Trainees sweat it out at the Indore 
Table Tennis Coaching' Camp 

This yeai’ 850 youngsters took 
part in the camp. Intensive 
training was given by 20 coaches 
As many as 14 tables were 
provided for coaching in three 
hails of the Nehru Stadium 

The Coaching Camp project was 
broadly divided in to three 
different phases The first phase 
imparted basic knowledge, 
preliminary technique, normal 
exercise, general discipline and 
team spirit The phase lasted for a 


month It was during this ptiase 
that budding youngsters were 
closely scrutinised and spotted by 
a team of observant coaches 
Aptitude and zeal for hard work 
were the ccxle-marks of the 
selection pattern About 75 
trainees were selected to undergo 
the second phase of training. 

In the second phase, advanc'c 
training was given in factuals, 

Sandeep Patil releases the first of 
the Dovey Comics Series for the 
Reliance Cup. At left is Sam 
Balsara, Vice President, Mudra 
Communications 



services, style, stances and match 
practice. This phase lasted for 
two-weeks. 

In the third and final phase, 50 
trainees were picked up for 
admission to the Table Tennis 
School for training through the 
year. Here the trainees would 
enjoy the benefit of being coached 
by the most experienced coaches 
over a longer period of time. 

After completion of one year's ; 
continuous training at the Table 
Tennis School, trainees would be 
advised to join the Nehru Stadium 
Table Tennis Club, in order to . 
blossom into polished and 
chiselled table tennis players 

One of the salient 
characteristics of this Coaching 
Camp is that it is the only 
coaching camp in the country 
which has a definite scheme of 
“Follow-up.” 

Finally, it is a matter of pride 
for the organisers that as many as 
four products of the Annual 
Coaching Camps have been 
recipients of the “Vikram Award” 
the highest award given by the 
government of Madhya Pradesh to 
outstanding sportsmen of the 
State. Those crowned with 
‘Vikram Awards' are Rita Jain, 
Snigdha Mehta, Ujwala Mahadik 
and Jyoti Mehta 


BOMBAY 


Dovey CcHiiics 

T he; lovable mascot of the 
Reliance Cup. Dovey, has 
launched into a series of 
escapades through ‘Keep Busy 
Comics’ 

Peace-loving Dovey is depicted 
as a real life super-bird who helps 
kids realize the finer values of life. 
The comics titled ‘Adventures of 
Dovey’ in both Hindi and English, 
were released by renowned 
cricketers Bapu Nadkarni and 
Sandeep Patil at a short ceremony 
held on June lO at Bombay. 
Conceived and published by 
Hiralal Printing Works Pvt Ltd 
with Mudra Communications, the 
official advertising agency of 
Reliance Cup, as consultants, the 
Dovey Comics promise to be a sure 
favourite with kids. 








M aradona is 26, 

fast, skilful, 
sirongr and a treat to 
watch 

Pele 18 46 He was. 
till a decade and a hall 
3,(^0, all this and 
more You could com¬ 
pare the Argentinian 
captain to the Black 
Pearl, but that’s about 
all In the final analy¬ 
sis the Brazilian cer¬ 
tainly dominated the 


C AN you beat this‘s 
Our Dilip Vengsar- 
kar tops the list of 
batsmen with 893 
points aecozding to 
the Delottes Rating 
system This system 
lb used to finalise 
rankings in golf too 
The system has 
started working with 
June 1981 as the 
base Details of the 
173 Tests played 
since then have been 
taken into account 
and fed into a com¬ 
puter 

Vengsarkar is 
ahead of greats in¬ 
cluding Viv Richards 
Allan Border Gordon 
Greenidge and the 
rest The Little Mas¬ 
ter doesn't even fi¬ 
gure in the first ten 
Surprised’ Well, 
heres some more 
Thirty.-four year- 


Point Proved* 

game to a far greater 
extent 

Both men were in 
vited to play for a 
Rest of the World side 
in the Footbal' 
League Centenary 
match scheduled for 
August 8 at Wembley 
Both men agreed But 
while Pele replied 
with ‘Of course it is 
an honour, and I shall 
be delighted to be 


At The Top 

old Pakistani captain 
Imran Khan finds 
himself at the top of 
the all-rounders’ list, 
but IB trailing New 
Zealand star Richard 
Hadlee in the bowling 
rankings Hadlee 


there with famous 
players.” Maradona 
has asked for an 
appearance fee of 
ESO.OCX) Whether he 
gets it or not is an 
entirely different 
matter, but that, 
ladies and gentlemen 
18 the difference be¬ 
tween the two men 
One’s only a great 
player, the other’s a 
great sport too 


leads with 905 pomts, 
Imran is on 878 and 
with a wet English 
summer ensuring 
more time in the dres¬ 
sing room than on the 
field, the positions 
aren’t likely to 
change in the near 
future 



E nglish cricket 
selectors have this 
uncanny knack of 
getting involved in 
some controversy or 
the other Sometimes 
it IS deliberate, some¬ 
times not so 
Their most recent 
eye-brow-raiser was 
their decision to call 
on Monte Lynch to do 
12th man duty dur¬ 
ing the second Test 
against the Pakista¬ 
nis at Lord’s The 
middle-order bats¬ 
man from Surrey was 
called on to replace 
Philip Defreitas De- 
freitas was released to 
play for his county 
Liecestershire, and 
Lynch was given the 
job as Surrey weren’t 
scheduled to play a 
match Perfectly 
logical and in fact tra¬ 
ditional That 18 the 
usual procedure in 
England But there 
was no doubt that the 
selectors had shppcd 
up 

Lynch, who was 
born in Guyana but is 
now qualified to play 
for England, was part 
of a touring West In- 
di^ rebel team to 
South Africa m 1984 
He was therefore dis¬ 
qualified flram play¬ 
ing international 
cricket for three-and- 
a half years The 
punishment period 
therefore only ends in 
September 
The error was soon 
deciphered suid cor¬ 
rect^ Lynch was re- 
placed by David 
World, another Sur¬ 
rey player All Lynch 
can do now is wait 











R emember Joe 

Bugner*^ "the for¬ 
mer British and Euro¬ 
pean heavyweight 
champion*^ Weh, he’s 
37, but still very 
much around' The 
veteran, who'is now 
based in Australia, 
was scheduled to take 
on Trevor Berbick, 
the former WBC 
champion The fight 
was slated for July 24 
at Sydney American 
promoter Don King 
had announced ‘If 


The Choice Is 
Clear 

I T 18 probably time 
lor Geet Sethi to 
concentrate only on 
billiards Yes he is 
the best snooker play 
er in the t'ounli y too 
but he does not look 
capable ol holding his 
own in niajni internd 
tional touinamcntb 
Continuing his reign 
as the World Amatcui 
billiard champion 
must certainly be a 
full-time )ob 
The 2tJ-ycar old In 
dian could only man 
age a third place at 
the fourth Asian 
snookci cham 
pionships held at 
Kuala Luiiipui And 
he struggled right 
through the tourna 
ment His opening 
two matches went the 
distance and though 
he did well to beat 
Thailand's Thongchai 
Sae Lim (the 1984 
champion) in the 
quarter final, he was 
far from impressive 
He finally lost to 
Udon Kaimuk, the 
eventual winner, in 


Bug^ner Boxing On 


Joe can beat Berbick, 
I’ll dangle him in 
front of (Mike) 
Tyson " 

Well, as things 
stand now, Berbick 
has backed out 'Rie 
Wags remarked that 
it was a case of cold 
feet The Jamaican- 
born boxer who hvea 
in Canada, suddenly 
felt it was gomg to be 
too cold to fight in 
Sydney at ♦his time ol 
the year But Bugner 
.still has an opfioncnl 



the senii final 
Kainiuk collr'cted the 
winner s purse of 
1250 dollars as well 
as a bonus 200 dullars 
foi the highest break 
(112) ol the tourna 
ment having dc 
throned holdt i Wat- 
taria Pu-Ob-Oi min the 
final 

Sethi did play well 
in patches But 
there s no denying 
that he is a fat grea¬ 
ter billiards nlayer 
And It’s time he did 
(list that and nothing 
else 



A man who is good 
but obviously much 
easiei to beat He is 
Greg Page, himself a 
former champion 


The twenty-nine year 
old boxer who held 
the WBA title in 1984. 
18 now ranked 8th by 
the WBA and thir¬ 
teenth by the WBC 
Bugner might wm, 
but one wonders 
whether he will get 
into the ring with 
Tyfion Or will he be 
wise enough to stay 
away from the Amer¬ 
ican who now holds 
the doublecrown in 
world heavyweight 
boxing He should 


Ghosh The 
Goal-getter 

T he problem with 
Indian spoil has 
always been lack of 
finishing power Re it 
soccei hockey or any 
other goal scoring 
sport It therefore 
comes as a refreshing 
change when there 
suddenly appears on 
the scene a young 
playei who has the 
uncanny ability of 
putting the ball into 
the goal Sishir 
Ghosh IS piobably the 
bi»st thing that has 
happened to Indian 
soccer in icccnt 
yeais 

Having 
spearheaded Mohun 
Bagan to a convinc 
ing will in the Federa 
tion Cup Ghosh led 
his team s attack in 
the Asian Club cham¬ 
pionships in Dhaka 
In four matches the 
young striker scored 
as many as six goals 
and came home with 
the highest scorer’s 
trophy safely tucked 
under his arm 

And, almost im¬ 


mediately, as if to 
prove that it’s more 
than just a good 
phase that he's going 
through, Ghosh 
scored the first hat 
tnck of the Calcutta 
Senior Division 
Ijcague He headed in 
all three of his goals 
in Mohun Bagan’s 4-1 
win over Sporting 
Union Forty-eight 
hours later the oppor¬ 
tunist was at it again 
This time Wari were 
at the receiving end 
Mohun Bagan blasted 
them 5-0 Quite unbe¬ 
lievably Ghosh was 
I'cspansible for four 
of them He, without 
a doubt, 18 the man to 
watch this season 
Mohun Bagan and In¬ 
dia have a new star 
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Top: A moment Edwin 
Moses will not forget 
easily much as he would 
like to Danny Harris 
crosses the line to end 
Moses* ten year 
monoploy of the 400m 
hurdles 

Left; Michael Spinks 
walks away from k 
downed Gerry Cooney in 
the fifth round of their 
fight last fortnight 




Blflit: 4Jrgantliut*t 
MoperatarDtogo 
MKWdotwantito 
i^totilderB of hJs 
tOKBuoatee with the Cu 


LiiiAr'•Mj V rr^ ‘ I 


N^pJn gained after 
defeating Atalanta of 
Bergamo, i-O. Napoli 
had earlier won tbte 
Italian Imgue 
Balonr: Pele (oentre>ia 
Banked hy BCaradona 
and Italy’a Altobelli 
ephile he ia awarded with 
the FIFA Honour Medal 
hefore the atart of a 
match between Italy and 
Argentina in Zurich 


All Photographs AP 



SPOUTIMaUFE 


Inflated Hopes 

English football clubs ai e ROing through a 
harrowing time foi financial reasons The 
position IS so bad that in a recent fust division 
match the i ef eree t oiled foi a new ball just 
minutes aftei kick off Theiewasan 
embari ossing delay betoi e someone disappeared 
and lotei reappeared with a bic ycle pump m hand 
to inflate tlie old one' Apjmrrntlv some clubs can t 
even afford then own pumps not to speak of 
fcxitballs 

Lovely Cricket! 

In the year 1867 at Plymouth the team of Ugly 
Men played a game of cricket versus a team of 
handsome Men and st i angely enough the result 
was a draw' 



"You guys play on. I'm waiting for the 
tide to go out!" 



Having used oil his right-handed hitters, 
the crafty Sox manager inserts the 
team logo into the lineup. 


'Ed says he's found the problem, but he 
nee^ a pitstop to properly fix it." 


























tacMlnglii0 

inilc^ntieptiDns 
idxmt wlm toaxeroUv. 
MiO0t people b0U6ve tlixt 
the best time to worlcout 
is early mortilog', wiiile 
there are others who feel 
Bh eveoiog' aenkioa 
ItsaabenehcAal Ihlhot, 
the hot eim <rfthe noon 
IS avoided like the 
plague by all fitness 
enthusiasts But after 
going through what we 
have to say here, you 
may just start pulhiig 
on your shorts and 
taking to the jogging 
trail at the stoke of 
twelve noon 


Take a cold 
shower after a 
hot one in order 
to close your 
pores 



fllOTALLY unneces 
JL sary A cool show 
ei after a hot one may 
feel gcxxi but a really 
cold one should be 
avoided even if you’re 
into masochism Not 
only does it do no 
good you're also en¬ 
dangering yourselt 

There is the proven 
case of a Hollywood 
chappie who used to 
finish off his shower 
with a jet of stinging 
cold water All he did 
was induce an attack 
'of angina The cold 
water caused a con¬ 
striction of the ves¬ 
sels m hiB heart as 
well as in his skin 
Vessels aren’t pores 
Pores don’t have to be 
‘closed* 

So, the next time 
you’re having a show¬ 
er, enjoy the hot 
water' 


The myths about 
exercise 


Yet another, 

ihieoonception thai does 
the rounds is ihkt 
women lose their 
feminity if they exerciso 
With the traditional 
Indian way of thinking 
still binding down most 
of the women, any form 
of physical activity is 
still frowned at Gii Is 
are expected to sit petite 


and smile demurely Not 
lump and sweat like 
animals But that’s not 
true It 18 not 
compulsory that women 
who exercise becomes 
muscle-bound amazons 
Tlie right sort of 
exercise can actually 
help 8 woman to 
accentuate her figure 
and look even more 



Never exercise in the hot noon 
sun 

W HAT has to be understood at the very 
outset here is that we are not dealing with 
an enclosed gym If you re training in the 
confines of four walls and a ceiling, then the 
sun doesn’t come into the picture But if you 
spend your athletic life out in the open, then 
pay heed 

The hot midday sun is probably the safest 
time to exercise if you find that getting up at 
dawn IB too much of an eTort Compared to 
midmormng or midaftemoon when the sun’s 
rays come in at an angle, the high noon sun 
can be kept off much easier as it just comes 
from the top 


womanly. 

To round off this 
weak, ws’U also havs a 
io^ at £hs ags-c4d 
saying that a cedd 
shower after a hot one 
closes the pores and does 
you god. Alright, it 
certainly W 9 ^es you fee} 
as if you’ve done 
soi^thing for yourself 
but in actual fact, tlmra'a 
nothing done to your 
skinorpoi^ If you've 
just had a hot shower, 
enjoy the warmth Don’t 
go and spoil it by 
turning the hot water 
off and opening the cold 
tap Then, you might as 
well have had a cold 
shower in the first place 


Women who 
train lose 
feminity 

T o the contrary 
They become more 
feminine and increase 
their animal vitality 
Then muscles become 
stronger certainly 
but they need not be¬ 
come big and ugly 
The thick layer of 
sub-cutaneous fat 
makes sure tliat the 
muscles don’t bulge 
like a man's 
Bxeroise improves a 
woman’s body on the 
whole It makes them 
move with greater 
strenerth and they de 
velop the athlete's 
sense of relaxation — 
an air of languor 
under which hes a 
supply of power wait 
mg to be used It even 
enhances sex appeal 
The right type of ex¬ 
ercises will be more 
beneficisd than harm 
ful to a woman All it 
takes IS a little care 
that you dont start 
emulating all the men 
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STOP 

SCRATCHING! 


Treat embarrassing skin infections* 
with Pragmatar, the trusted anti-fungai 
ointment. 










1 









WMmml 


* Dhobi'* Itch, 

Mostly in ijroin area 
Indications llchini! 
and niddfnrd skin 



* Athlete's Fool 

(Ji (Ills on (i-i‘l 
hclvsi'en lirs 
Indifations .SoH'in ss 
(r,i(kin^ and ppelinc, 
skin 



• Rinffworm 

(k'lurs all ovei tKXtv 
Iniliialioiis Roiiiiil. 
sc,ilv linqs Ui-d and 
ilchv 


P leasantly perfumed, non-staining 
Pragmatar works in 4 vital ways against 
all these skin infections. Firstly, it penetrates 
to every part of the affected area due to its 
oil-in-water emulsion base. Secondly, the 
cetyl alcohol coal tar distillate in Pragmatar 
stops the urge to scratch, giving welcome 
relief and confining the infection. Thirdly, it 
fights the infection thoroughly since it 
contains sulphur, an effective anti fungal 
agent. Fourthly, the salicylic acid helps 
infected skin to fall away and new skin to 
grow, thus treating the infection completely. 
No wonder even doctors 
recommend it. Keep 
Pragmatar handy 
always. Because skin 
infection can strike 
anytime. 
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For quick relief from fungal infection 
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DIARY 

thins Geet Sethi is 
yet to find form as 
he edges his way past 
Hong Kong’s Frankie 
Chan in a group B match 
at the Asian snooker 
championships being 
played at Kuala 
Lumpur. This win, 
however, is good 
enough to assure him a 
place in the last four. 

June The second 
Test between 
England and Pakistan 
gets under way at Lord's 
with the hosts totalling 
231 runs for the loss of 
four wictkets. At draw of 
stumps. Bill Athoy and 
Mike Gatting are at the 
crease. 

Ramesh Krishnan’s 
Wimbledon preparation 
doesn’t go too well as he 
crashes out of the 
Bristol Trophy tennis 
tournament losing 6-.3, 
2-6, 7-9 to Wolfgang 
Popp in a second round 
match. 

Junu Ham is the 
spoilsport at Liord’s 
as England manage 368 
in their first innings 
against Pakistan Bill 
Athey is the hero of the 
English innings with 
123. 

Helena Sukova serves 
notice of her intentions 
at the forthcoming 
fortnight at the All 
England Club as she 
beats Martina 
Navratilova 7-6, G-3 to 
win the $200,000 
Pilkmgton Glass 
women's grasscourt 
tennis championships at 
Eastbourne. Sukova had 
also beaten Chris Evert 
in the semifinal. 

Jam Geet Sethi 
has to be content 
with third place at the 
Asian snooker 
championships as he 


beats Peter CSiin of 
Malaysia 4-2 in the 
playoff for third and 
fourth place. Sethi had 
earlier lost his semifins 
to Udon Kaimuk of 
Thailand who eventual! 
went on to beat fellow 
c'ouBtryman Wattana , 
FHi-Ob-Orm in the finffl! 

Jam Domingo 
Catalan of Spain 
crosses the finish line 
almost 20 minutes 
ahead of his nearest 
rival to win the first 
lOOkm world 
championship at 
Torhout. Belgium with 
timing of 6 hours, 19 
minutes and 35 secondi 
His average speed 
during this run -1,5.8 
kmph! 

Jana Rain takes 
centrestage at 
England as the Ijord’s 
Test between England 
and Pakistan is washed 
out on the fourth day 
while Wimbledon is alsc 
a victim of a steady 
drizzle. 

World and Olympic 
champions Australia ar 
stretched to get past 
Soviet Union 2-1 in thei 
Champions Trophy 
hockey match at 
Amstelveen. In another 
match today. Great 
Britain beat Spain 5-1. 

Jam The ladies’ 
draw at 
Wimbledon has to be 
rearranged as Hana 
Mandlikova withdraws 
due to an injured ankle. 
In the men’s section. 
Ivan Lendl, Boris Becke 
and Stefan Edberg get 
past their first roiind 
opponents. 

Australia bounce back 
from their lacklustre 
performance yesterday 
to beat Spain 3-1 in the 
champions Trophy. 












AUMiTHBOMie 


The 

‘Senior’ 

League 

How old is too old? 

ERE'S a bit of news 
for those of you who 
think you’re past it The 
Long Island ^nior 
Softball Association has 
organised a league with 
a difference. The playere 
have to be over 60 years 
of age. 

With most sportsmen 
thinking they have to 
pack in the game once 
they approach middle 
age. this is the seniors’ 
way of getting back into 
the game when the rest 
of the world thinks 
they're finished But 
here too. there is the 
problem of new blood 
pushing out the old 
war-horses 
As one of the older 
players. 72-year-()ld 
MikeGuri-o, puts. it. 
“The young guys come 
in, they push you <iut 
You know, tliey play the 
guys (52. 63 Ail us f)ld 
guys know that We 
understand guys in 
their 60s are faster “ Not 
too strange a statement 
in the world of sptirt. but 
certainly strange when 
you consider that the old 
here are ovei- 70 and the 
young just over 60' 


A Record Of 
Sorts 

Any takers? 

T HERE’S a change in 
the deep diving 
record. No, not among 
men, but among all air 
breathing animals. The 
leatherback sea turtle 
has wrested away the 
iword for the deepest 
dive by an air-breathing 
animal from the sperm 
whale by sinking to 
approximately 3936 
feet- 196 feet more than 
the sperm whale had 
managed 

Experiments 
c'onducted by marine 
biologists recently 
showed that a depth 
recording device 
equipped .sea turtle went 
way below the maximum 
setting of 3,200 feet 
and set a new record by 
going almost 
three-quarters of a mile 
undei the waves A huge 
animal, the leatherback 
weighs almost 1.300 
pounds and is 
frequently seen on both 
coasts of the Americas 
and even swims the 
width of the Atlantic to 
emerge on the English 
coastliiu Butitistho 
depth that it can dive to 
that has attracted 
attention 





Four Ain’t 
Enough! 

Not for Oerter 

S OME men just don’t 
know the meaning of 
the Word quit' It 
certainly doesn't seem to 
exist in four-time 
Olympic discus 
champion A1 C>3i-ter s 
dictionary Not satisfied 
with his record so tar - 
four Olympic gold 
medals Oerter was a 
narrow exclusion fmm 
the Ami'ncan team for 
the 19B0 Olympics But 
the boycott made sure 
that ail thoir athletes 
wore left kicking their 
heels in frustration. 
Four years later, c>erter 
was keptout by a 
nagging achilles tendon 
injury But the man is 
certainly not finished 
With the next Olympic 
Games barely a year 
away, the 5 1 -yeai -old 
Oerter is back in 
contention While ho 
admits that, he cannot 
throw the discus as far 
as some of the younger 
athletes.he also feels 
that Ins immense 
experience and natui’al 
flair for the event will 
stand him in good stead 
as dope tests get even 


more stringent. With 
drug testing getting 
tougher and tougher, 
most athletes are going 
to go clean. And that’s 
when Oerter plans to 
spin his way back into 
the circle! 

Do You 
Speak 
English? 

Not to journalists! 

HE language barrier 
creates its share of 
problems at all sporting 
events. With so many 
people from various 
countries assembling at 
one venue, it is only 
natural that 
interpretors are in big 
demand Especially at 
official press 
conferences. The Rugby 
World Cup at Australia 
and New Zealand was no 
different. 

With Romania 
making their exit, 
captain Mii-cea Paraschiv 
was hustled into a 
post-match press 
conference Questions 
asked in English were 
translated into 
rumanian by an 
inteipretor who 
translated the answer 
back into English too. 
Needless to say, it was a 
short uonference. 

But It must have been 
a stunned bunch of 
sports journalists who 
trooped out of the room 
after what happened 
just as Paraschiv was 
leaving. As he walked 
away, he happened to 
spot Gerald Davies, the 
Welsh rugby star turned j 
journalist and 
exclaimed, “Gerald,how 
lovely to see you! How 
are things with you''’" 

Even the accent was 
perfect. 

How's that for a neat 
dummy” 

5i 
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ACROSS 

I Gnlfiiif? ‘preat’ (5) 

3 What Eng'land batsman David 
Steel was nicknamed because 
he never paid' (5) 

4 Natural phenomenon loi an 
England fast bowler (4, 1) 

6 Simian initials for a former 
England wickct keeper (1,1, 
1) 

8 A sporting cut, but not 
square or late (5) 

9 Cncketet involved in a drug 
controversy, but not Ian 
Botham (4, 1) 

10 Surface in ajudo bout (3) 

13 Politician cum c 1 icket of ficial 
in India returns (5) 

14 Sporting‘groat'Joseph 
Barrow was bettor known as*? 
(5) 

15 Simply ‘Zed’, this spoi tsman 
from the sub continent (.5) 

DOWN 

1 A 1 un, but not as in cricket (4) 

2 A spoi ting Channel but not 
the English' (4) 

3 Former West Indian opi'ning 
batsman of the Sixties 
comprises Attila (1,1,5) 

5 What a Secret iii and a 
Cousteau have in roinnion (7) 

6 Form of wrestling (3) 

7 The part of the body which 
England off spinner Fred 
Titmus lost 111 a swimming 
mishap off the Caribbean 
coast on an England tour in 
the late sixties ascends (3) 

11 Nickname common to Ashok 
Mankad and Hajesh Klianiia 
(4) 

12 Football ‘great' ends m the 
United States (4) 

Exe6<l*nt: 19*16, Good: 15*14, Fair: 
13-11. 


QUESTIONS 

Identify the following tennis 
stalwarts 

1 He became the first black 
player on the U S Davis Cup 
team 

2 Her lace appeared on a 
Brazilian postage stamp 

3 At Wimbl^on she got the 
nickname ‘ Ice Ikilly ” 

4 He is the fimt player to win 
the Graftfll Prfx championship 
as well as the Grand Prix 
Masters tournament p the 
same ycai 

5 He IS a poet and novelist off 
the court 

() He liecarae the fii wSt black 
playei evei to play in a white 
toui nament in South Africa 

7 He is a 1 hi ce time Wimbledon 
winner iiid might have won a 
tourth title in 1972 but he 
was banned fiom the 
tournament that yoai because 
of disagreement between rival 
tennis organizations 

8 Sh(' defeated Bobby Riggs in 
the famous Battle of the 
Sexes 

9 Hei total of b3 ma|oi titles is 
by far the greatest ever won 
in men s on women s tennis 

10 He IB the f i rst Open 
champion (men s singles) of 
the world 

ANSWERS 

1 Aithui Ashedn 1963) 

2 Maria Bueno 

.i Chi istine Mane Evert 

4 llie N.ostase (in 1972 He 
repeated his feat in 1973) 
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5 Guillermo Vilas 

6 Arthur Ashe 

7 John Newcomba 

8 Billie Jean King 

9 Margaret Smith-Court 

10 Ken Rosewall (when he won 
the title m the British Hard 
Court Championships of 1968 
which IS the world’s first oppn 
tournament) 

QUESTIONS 

1 Who is the first-ever winner 
of the Grand Slam of tenuis'? 

2 Only three women and one 
man have achieved the feat of 
becoming triple champion at 
two of the ma|or tenuis 
championships within the 
same year Who are they*? 

3 Who had the longest span as a 
competitor in a major tennis 
c‘hampionship7 

4 Who was the most t anked as 
world number one in tennis*? 

5 Who IS the first World 
Champion (men’s) in tennis"? 

6 Who 18 the first World 
Champion (women's) in 
tenuis*? 

7 Who lb the first Junior World 
Champion (boys’) in tennis*? 

8 Whoisthofirst Junior World 
Champion (girls’) in tennis"? 

ANSWERS 

1 1 )on Budge (USA) 

2 Suzanna Lenglen (France), 
Allice Marble (USA), and 
Billie Jean King (USA), Don 
Budge (USA) 

3 Arthur Goto- 39-years He 
first played at Wimbledon m 
1888 and never missed once 
year, his last being in 1827 

4 Helen Wills Moody (USA) who 
was graded top for 9 years 
including seven successive 
years 

5 Bjorn Borg (Sweden) who 
won the award in 1978, the 
year in which it was 
instituted by the 
International Tennis 
Federation 

6 Chris Evert (USA) in 1978 

7 Ivan Lendl (Czechoslovakia) 
111 1978 

8 Hana Mndhkova 
(Czechoslovakia) in 1978 

Raniit GhoM 
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A SENSE of humour is not a 
cximpulsory prerequisite 
of the modern cnoketer 
There are those to whom 
the g'ame is far too serious a 
business ever to promote 
lauffhter I feel sorry for them 
They don’t know what they are 
missing 

Cricket more than any other 
sport, blends drama, tragedy and 
comedy with an element of the 
ridiculous It IS a sport which has 
rich pickings loi the humorous 
writer and a bottomless well of 
material foi the skilful 
cartoonist- a well into which 
Graham Thompson has dipped 
handsomely and hilariously in the 
following pages 
To me, a cricketer who cannot 
laugh, either at himself or at the 
comic mishaps of others is a man 
of limited character But then I 
freely admit 1 am fortunate 1 have 
played all my county cricket with 
Essex and so I was brought up in a 
dressmg-i oom atmosphere of 
light-hearted banter, of constant 
pranks and comic anecdotes I 
have been there a long time now, 
hut the laughter has never 
stopped 

It helps that we have had a very 
constant personnel Most of us 
have been with the county a good 
few years and when we do take on 
someone new it is always 
mteresting to see how he reacts to 
the mickey-taking I particularly 
remember seeing Kenny McEwan 
when he joined us m 1874 as a 


replacement overseas player for 
the brilliant West Indian Keith 
Bovee Kenny was only 
twenty one and although he came 
with a good reputation from 
South Africa, it was plainly 
worrying him that he had a hard 
act to follow He had a new bat for 
hifc debut and marched out with 
our good wishes in his ears Fust 
ball, he edged the ballonto his pad 
and was given out Ibw Kenny 
couldn t believe it Worse still, he 
just did not know how to face his 
new teammates He trudged bac k. 
exjjected to be met by a critical 
silence and pierhaps the odd 
carping comparison—^and could 
hardly believe it when he opened 
the dressing-room door and found 
us all creased up laughing Kenny 
was a quiet convert to Essex 
humour from that day on 

One year earlier, I had made my 
Essex debut m a side still 
captained by Brian Taylor Known 
to all as Tonker’, Brian had a 
sergeant-major s approach to the 
game and would bark out orders, 
knowing full well that he was 
causing considerable mirth in the 
ranks One gloomy championship 
day on a deserted Midlands 
ground we were in the field and 
Keith Pont—then just twenty but 
already a comedian - - was having 
to field at third man both ends 
'Ponty’ eventually grew tired of 
running half-way round the 
ground after eaich over and, 
spotting an isolated spectator 
leaning on a push-bike, rapidly 


negotiated for its loan ‘Tonker’, 
for once, was utterly lost for 
woi ds as he looked up and saw the 
junior pro cycling around the 
boundary to get into position' 

There is a mixture of humour in 
oui side from the laconic Davfd 
Acfield to the outrageous antics of 
Ponty’ and, of course, Ray East 
Now retired to the sanctuary of 
coaching the second team, Ray was 
a not in the dressing-room and I 
remember him on our balcony 
waiting to go out and face West 
Indian fast bowler Malcolm 
Marstiall He donned a helmet and 
fitted two pieces of white papei 
into the holes on top so that they 
stuck out like the ears of a rabbit 
If It was intended to encourage 
Marshal] to take pity, it failed 
Defending stylishly at the other 
end, Ray was out to the first ball 
he received from the great man 
Back m the dressing-room he 
announced, “I felt like Wally 
Hammond at one end and Donald 
Duck at the other'” 

I could fill many more pages 
with reminiscences of Ray, ‘Ponty 
and the other comics, but the 
purpose of this introduction is 
simply to show an appreciation of 
what Graham Thompson is 
portraying I have already 
laugh^ my way though his 
collection of cartoons imagining 
myself and my teammates in some 
of the semi-ludicrous yet 
disturbing possible situations It 
will lighten many a dark hour on 
rainy day county grounds 

551 
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^Agricultural Shot 

A wild slog—often the trademark of a 
tailender. 

‘That’s the last 
bloody catch 
that fool of an 
under-gardener 
drops this 
season.’ 


acking Up 

In anticipation of a iiuick single, the 
non-striking batsman will 'back up' by 
walking down the wicket as the bowler 
delivers the ball. 

‘What do you 
mean let’s run a 
third—I’m still 
on my first.’ 

























^#ouncers 

Also called bumpers—fast short-pitched 
deliveries sometimes travelling at 90 
mph. 

‘This pair put me 
I in mind of Lillee 
I and Thomson.’ 
‘Don’t think I 
knew her, old 
chap.’ 



I A plastic shield icorn by the batsman to 
j preserve his deep voice. It is ivorn insule 
the trousers and gives eonfidenee when 
faced with the menace of bouncing 
balls. 

‘What do you 
mean it smells, 
Gladstone—it 
fits down your 
trousers not on 
your head.’ 




















uck 


The batsmans nightmare~to score a 
duck is to score nought. To be bowled 
first ball is to score a golden duck. 

‘Well, that’s a 
great start!’ 




xtras 


Penalty runs given away by the fielding 
side, eg no-balls, leg-byes, byes or 
wides. These runs are not scored by the 
batsman. 

‘Bloke shouted 
“Wide,” and 
Mum thought he 
meant ’er.’ 
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F" ast Bowler 

The spearhead of the bowling attack, a* 
ruffler of batting feathers and a 
bouncer-out of batsmen. 

‘Be gentle with 
this new 
batsman, Tiger. 
I believe he’s a 
tax collector.’ 


CSoogly 

A slow delivery by a right-handed 
bowler that breaks towards the leg-side 
of a right-handed batsman on 
bouncing, although it is delivered in the 
guise of a leg-break. 

"He said right, 
fink you’re so 
clever, bet you 
can’t ’it my 
googlies... 
















was one of those 
ys Nothing, just no 
thing, was light 
Obviously gretting out of 
the wrong side of the 
bed, "slam bam 1 
walked right into an 
open lockei door A 
black eye for starters 
thank you 

Bleary eyed and fti7!?y 
minded I stumbled to the 
bathroom Looking out 
of die Window I saw an 
overcast sky and mist 
rising from the Singla 
vaUey A bad day for a 
trek A disastei li its 
your in St 

I had been hustled into 
the gioup making the 
figure an even fourteen 
That infact was the only 
logic in my being in 
eluded I led an all night 
solo protest but lost nus- 
arably They had their 
way I was to tag along 

Trudging up the steep 
elope from the hostel to 
the dining zoom where 
we were to meet I ai 
rived late as usual The 
lighter back packs weie 
conspicuous by their 
absence They had left 
the heaviest and the 
largest one foi me All 
40 kilos (approximately 
my own weight) of can 
ned food 

A quick look around 
revealed that theie were 
thirteen of us Suddenly 
things kxiked biighter 
Perhaps there was an 
outside c hance loi mo to 
drop out Theie was no 
way they weie going to 
leave with 13 I smiled 
for the fust and the only 
time that day 

The fourteenth man 
Iiad arrived 1 looked the 
Other way The test 
sniggered We were to 
have an escort An Au 
^tralian with a cozny 
laense of humour azid an 
i$v»n more laconic ac 
What more could 
(pia ask foi* He ambled 
Up. (jaite oblivious of the 

li ' 


fact that he had kept us 
cooling our heels foi an 
hour and a half 
The climb was on The 
butt of every ioke a 
black eye weak knees 
everythmg was going as 
planned As the trek 
progressed quite pie- 
dictably I stat-tod falling 
back I didn t know bow 
fai we had climbed 
Didn’t caie (or 'was it 
dare) to look down any 
way I heard the Aupsie 
yell How’s the weathez 
down there male'!’ Don t 
bother to answer just 
get your butt over heze 
And fast Cuzsing him 
under my breath I 
quickened my pace A 
spzing 111 my step Till I 
tnpp^ and slid all the 
way down from wheze 
we had stalled and loft 
more than the seat of my 
trousers on that moun 
tamside probablv as a 
lemmdor nevei to get 
conned into another 
trek, Gathering up my 
shatteicd piido and 
picking up enough com 
age to caiiy on with the 
trek I was giving it one 
last try There was of 
course a slight pioblem 
Where was I going*'’ 1 


wasnt quite suie My 
specs had done the dis 
appearing act They 
weie found after an ex* 
tensive search with only 
one of the lenses intact 
but it would have to 
serve its purpose 

We finally hit the 
main road leading down 
to Singla Bazar I heaved 
a sigh of relief Made it 
at last We still had 25 
kilometres to go and 
things couldn t get 
woise Or so I thought 
Minutes seemed like 
hours Walking thiough 
1 ambling tea gardens 
past small villages with 
the cottages precarious 
ly balanced on the 
mountainside and biief 
glimpses of the 
meandering river 
through the bushes Tht 
sky was now looming at 
us thieateningly 
Towering black clouds 
A promise of tain and 
squall 

Wo pitched c'amp out 
side the Singla village 

I tripped and slid all the 
way down to the bottom 
and left more than the 
seat of my trousers on 
that mountainside 


The bunch of rowdies 
lead by the tall bearded. ^ 
Austialian, decided to 
go into the village t^O 
rustle for foexf The can- i 
ned fare which I had ! 
cat ned for all of ten 
hours was suddenly not ; 
good enough They ‘ 
wanted to cook their i 
own food Why hadn’t 
tliev thought of it ten 
hours and a thousand 
feet ago’ 1 

The shops had closed i 
foi the day There was 
no one atound Only an ^ 
old lady dozing on her ; 
dooi step In a hurry we ! 
had forgotten to pack 
out food was the story 
we gave her and very 
obligingly she cateied to 
out needs You all 
young boys you burn 
fcxid 1 c 00 k if you v/ant 
A pleasant suipnso we 
thought We agieed im j 
mediately only to find ' 
out that cook meant 
just that extia dab ot 
peppei and chilli which 
in tuin meant iiidiges 
tion 

Even as. the kind lady 
handed me my plate and 
1 began to revel on our 
new found luxury the 
windows lattied and a 
sudden gust of wind 
bi ought with it the dust 
of centui les 

The I am came with a 
deafening blast of thun¬ 
der we looked at each 
other IK dismay we 
knew what damage such 
a thundershower could 
do up on the mountain- 
landslides, roadb¬ 
locks were only a few 
thoughts which flitted 
thiough our minds at 
that moment 

Even amidst the 
gloom I almost laughed 
aloud at the thought 
which only then pre¬ 
vailed upon my mind “It 
was just another one dt 
those days when ’’ 

Atfk Lee 







Tne iuture ol tennis rests on this pair 
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Ian Botbam remains 
an enigma 










POWER ULTIMO 

Any way you look at it 
the ultimate in tennis shoes 


Removable 
' cushion-air" sock 
and padded tongue 
for comfort 


Specially designed 
wear resistant 
outsoie for extra grip 
and durability 


10! nroiv'Oiifigl 
Acti!lies' tenov 


Rigid counter to: 
support and addo| 
stability 




Anti-roll bars to resij 
twisting of ankle 
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Breathable nylon 
mesh and soft 
leather upper for 
comfort and flexibility 

“Superflex” midsole 
for cushioning and 
heat resistance 


Afailable in tow. three<fuarter and high cut 
designs at select stores. 
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^ tfik World champions 
I Olym- 

■ pic champions 
Pakistan and hosts 
Netherlands take a back 
seat as West Germany 
storm their way to the 
top winninf? the presti- 
g^ious Champions Tro¬ 
phy at Amsterdam An 
analysis of the shifting 
balance of jxjwer in 
world hockey 


As the ram sub- 
■■sided, Wimbledon 
mm ■Pwarmed up to¬ 
wards an eventful cli¬ 
max, with Bori.s Becker 
succumbing to the chal¬ 
lenge of an unknown 
quantity, Peter l^oohan 
It was time now for Ivan 
I.iendl to unleash his 
might to capture the one 
honour that has eluded 
lam all his life It was 
time now for the old 
warhorse Jimmy Con¬ 
nors to turn on his vin¬ 
tage magic to achieve 
the impossible David 
McMahon recreates the 
drama 
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M One of the game's 
greatest ex^- 
'wMMinents, a hero- 
cricketer. Ian Botham is 
a multi-faceted charac¬ 
ter. His achievements 
make an absorbing 
story Ills life, sensa¬ 
tional copy MikeBrear- 
ley, Mudar Patherya and 
Pradeep Paul focus on 
the various aspects of 
one of the outstanding 
cricketing personalities 
of our time 





MAILBAG 


Tiekl-Maisliall’ 

Gavaskar 

A new captain, will of course 
be named soon and the team 
picked up to play the next 
round of classic circus of 
cricket, or fight the Star Wars, or 
frolic in the festival of fun-in 
whatever form the extravaganza 
of the Reliance World Cup will 
finally take its shape. 

It might as well turn out to be 
'The Greatest Show On Earth' 
when the grand spectacle bursts 
forth and begins to show up, from 
October, across the vast and 
rolling expanse of the 
sub-continent that makes India 
and Pakistan and also breaks 
them up 

In any event, the grandeur of 
the occasion won’t be glorified 
enough unless Sunil Gavaskar the 
great»*Rt ever ‘Little Master’ 
condescends to captain the Indian 
side in this gala carnival of 
cricket 

So who will remember Kapil Dev 
now or hereafter‘s And can we not, 
with a clean clear-cut c-onscience, 
forget all about Mohinder 
Amarnath even though he has so 
many times been cheated out of 
his place in the team and out of his 
captaincy'? 

Who really cares for Dilip 
Vengsarkar, the quiet Colonel, 
when the brusque, boisterous, 
little Field-Marshall is about to 
take the centre stage and strut on 
it' 

And, hasn’t your own M A K 
Pataudi already blown the 
trumpet himself for this Don 
Quickshot of Indian cricket! 
PARTHA PRATIMDKB 
Bombay 

The Reason For Our Failure 

ONE of the main reasons why the 
performances of our athletes fail 
to improve is because they do not 
take part in Track and Field meets 
outside Asia 

The A AFl should send at least 
those athletes who have qualified 
for the the Singapore meet to Some 
of the numerous Track and Field 
meets being held all over the 


world this summer? Top Asian 
athletes are taking part in these 
meets and improving in leaps and 
bounds 

Holding meaningless meets like 
the Masters where some of our 
athletes aspiring for an Olympic 
medal have had no competition. 
This is not the way our athletes 
should be prepared for the 
Olympics 
AMITKR. DAS. 

Calcutta 

Stretcher Fighter 

MIANDAD seems to be constantly 
working on trying to maintain his 
image as a ‘Street Fighter' as well 
as the title of the, ‘Worst behaved 
Sportsman’ in England 
Though only for his sake, one 
wishes that he behaves himself in 
England otherwise we will soon 
have to call him the ‘Stretcher 
Fighter'—because thats where he 
will end up if he rubs the violent 
English fans the wi-ong way 
SARITA SANKARAN. 

Mysore 

Some More Please 

‘MASTER of Bat and Barbecue' by 
David Gower was pleasant 
reading. Old warhorse Allan 
really has the making of a great 
sportsman in him. He has 
sportingly cleared many a hurdle 
in his career caused due to the so 
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called apartheid attitude of the 
press in England. 

We await more such out of the 
field articles by Test players on 
their teammates or about amusing 
anecdotes in their lives from you 
in your future issues. 
LOKNATHRATH 
New Delhi 

Top Ups 

1 HAVE been following Cyrus 
Madan’s Turf View column and 
have found him to be a very good 
judge of horse flesh. 

Following his tip, I backed 
Brave Dancer in the Bangalore 
Colt's Trial, I'm a little richer now,. 
ROGER JOHNSON. 

Calcutta 

ll^tAPity 

TRISHANKU’S ‘Silly-poinf, "Is 
Maradona Coming*^’’ 
(Sporsrtsworld 17-23 June ’87). 
though frivolous, made 
thought-provoking reading The 
article rightly puts a question 
mark on the patriotism, 
dedication and on the spirit of our 
country's ace footballers. 

Yes, for performing well, the 
players ought to be the 
professionals in the real sense of 
the word, but our so-called 
professionals of the league clubs 
of Bengal, have become more of a 
mercenary in the process of 
amassing wealth through the 
game 

It is a pity that Argentina, with 
a fraction of our country’s 
population has been able to 
produce footballers of 
international ranking, while our 
football fans continue to get 
mesmerised with East Bengal, 
Mohun Bagan and Mohd. 

Sporting ties and idolise the 
players like Babu Mani and Chima 
Okene, who stand nowhere near 
the standards of the international 
footballer. What a pity! 

B. GANESH 
Jamshedpur 


lAJlpoiour tMn;^paan»nol«Ei 
bur,iasua dated l»7'ilaly 




SILLY POINT By TEisbaoku 


S ince everything 
about Ian Terrence 
Botham is 
larger-than-hfe, 
the mirrol’ was no 
exception The English 
allrounder, standing m 
front of a king-size 
mirror and striking a 
theatrical pose, chanted. 

‘Mirror, Mirror, once for 
all 

Declare who’s the 
greatest allrounder of 
them air 
It was then that I 
entered the room. 'Why 
ask the mirror‘d” I 
began “Some computer 
rankings have ali'cady 
come out with the 
answer According to 
them, ifa Imran Klian 
Niazi, the Pakistani 
skipper " 

Botham sighed, palled 
me on the back “Take a 
seat.” he advised “Let’s 
discuss this in a 
sensible, grown up 
manner ‘ 

“Okay. I’m game, ” I 
said “But mind you, the 
computer system, at 
least in this case, is 
supposed to bo 
foolprixil ' 

Botham yawned and stretched “Do you think you 
know more about these computers than 1“? ” he 
asked “Don’t forget. I've been using the latest in 
these damned gadgets for over five ye.ars. to keep 
track of my earnings And different computers give 
different results. ” 

“But I don’t see any hanky-pank v in this,” 1 
pointed out. “The computers worked on the 
individual performances of the top four-- Imran, 
yourself, Kapil Dev and Richard Hadlee—over the 
last four years or so, and the results are quite 
obvious You must admit your performances are not 
earthshaking over the last three years or so." 

“You ask the Aussies about it,” Botham snapped. 
"Anyway, I still maintain that when you are 
working on such a major issue, the world’s leading 
allrounder, your survey must be more broad-based. 
And this is where the computers failed They should 
have obtained information from many more 

sources, interviewed a lot more people.not Just 

depend on cold, hard figures. Had this teen done so, 
the truth would have emerged.” 

So you still believe that Ian Terrence Botham is the 
world’s best." 1 teased. 

“I am not saying that,” he maintained. “But the 
computers would have, had they been fed with all 


that additional 
information I . 
mentioned.” 

"What more additional 
information does one 
need?” I asked 
Botham looked at me 
pityingly "Strength,” 
he began. “How can you 
pick and choose the 
world's best alli*ounder 
without getting 
adequate information on 
their respective 
stieiigths Had they 
referred to back copies 
of the 'Sun' and the 
News of the World', the 
people who brought out 
this survey would have 
learnt a thing or two " 
“Whaf^” 1 asked 
Botham laughed 
mirthlessly “How iiiui y 
cots have Messrs Imi-ai ■. 
Hadlee or Kapil broken " 
he asked "They should 
have collected details on 
this point from the 
furniture makers in the 
West Indies, tlial’s 
whci'o I broke the cots " 
“This would have 
given you many more i 

points.” I agreed j 

Botham shrugged j 

‘And can you tell me why! 
mothers-in-law in all cricket playing countries were j 
not polled on this ‘great allrounder’ issue*’ They | 

would have voted en masse for me After all. it was 
only I who was bold enough to state that I would not 
send even my mother-in-law to Pakistan on a 
holida.v-” 

1 nodded, then asked him, ‘What about the 
mothers-in-law in Pakistan itself’ Would they have 
also voted for you'’” 

“Of course,” snapped Botham. “They are keen to 
leave Pakistan That’s why you see a hell of a lot of 
them over here. Do you think they’d have stayed on. 
had they been given a chance?" 

“West Indian furniture makers, then 
raothers-in-law, who else?” I asked 

Botham waved his hands airily. “Many more.” he 
said “For instance, officials of the Somerset cricket 
club, their captain Peter Roebuck.. .they’d have put 
you right on this issue. They know the real worth of 
allrounders. And I don't know if any England 
cricket selectors were polled Also cricket writers 
who really know the game, like Henry Blofeld 

Botham finished talking, went back to the mirror 
and began again; 

‘Mirror, mirror, once for all. 

Declare who’s the greatest allrounder of them all’ 

a 


bl' 


Hie Best 
Annunder 



Mirror. Mirror, once for all, declare who’s the 
greatest all rounder of them all. 
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OH LORD’S, WHAT HAVE 
THEY DONE TO YOU? 


E.M. Wellings reviews the structural history of the 


S lXTY-f JNIfi yt'iti-s have 
passt'd since J fii-sl, 
saw lx>!'d’s, adifterent 
and a vastly 

chflerfait ^rouMti Apart 
from the playing? area 
only .thoiil a third 
remains as it was Plvon 
the filayinf>’ area is not 
i|ui1c t he same, for the 
lavf'e field of elovor to 
the loft as we looked 
(roin the pavilion has 
'iiore fittingly K'lven way 
to p'l’ass 

In tinieofilroug'ht 
that clover patch alone 
in th(>outfield remained 
kToeii In tho.sodistant 
da,v.sonl,\ the match 
square was watered, the 
rc.st of the turf—and 
clover had to take pot 
luck on the weather 
The year ttiao 
introduced me to Ijord .s 
when iilayin^ for 
Cheltenham affainst 
llailcybury 'I’hatwas 
the year m which 
Plni'danil won the Ashes 
aeries for the first time 
since 11)11:, the year in 
which tiobhs and 
Hulclifte batted throui^ti 
an Oval sticky on the 
way to an opei 11 ii^' stand 
of 1and in which 
Rhodes, the oldest of 
Knfflfind's bowlers iii his 
49th year, and Larwoixl 
the you 11 ( 4 eat at 21 
backed up theopenens' 
match winniiin' battinfr 
with SIX wickets apiece 
Of all 1 he sjx’ctator 
amijg only the pavilion 
and the Mound on either 
side of the sightscreen at 
the Nursery end remain 
as in 192H The first 
change was the opening 
of the present 


historic ground 

Grandstand in 1930 1 I countless spectators y 


cannot even remember 
wliat sort of structure it 
replaced 

Subsequent changes 
began with Q. Stand, 
below the pavilion It 
took the place of a low 
single-decker .stand with 
a few rows of scats It 
was similar to the wee 
stand on the other side 
of the pavilion, which 
was to be re[)laced 
eventually by the 
Warner Stand 

Each building project 
reduced spectator spaxje. 
'I’hat was particularly so 
in the case of the Warner 
Stand Though it 
towered high above the 
little thing it replaced, 
fewer could 

subsequently watch the 
cricket from that part of 
the ground 

Hundreds of 
spectatoi’.s used to watch 
through or over that low 
stand It was ofien at the 
tiack so that, as it was 
below the level of the 
promenade behind it. 


could stand and see th# 
play above the heads of 
those sitting in the ba^c 
row Many others weie 
able to stand on tELe 
grassy mound beyond 
the promenade and view 
the pitch above the 
stand’s rcxif 
Now more building 
work, which has 
transformed the Mound 
Stand, has been 
done and criticised as 
adding a far-eastern 
appearance to an 
otherwise typically 
British environment In 
truth every new project 
after the building of t he 
pavilion in 1890 has 
been open to criticism 
1 do not know' what, if 
any, defects 
accompanied the 
building of the Tavern 
iStand, which was a next 
venture, boi.'ause 1 never 
wont into it To me the 
building of that .stand in 
place of the old Tavern 
and the ivy-coloui od 
Southern Clock Tower 


Lord’s has km been 
recognised as THE ground in 
cricket. Yet It really IS not a 
very good one and the faults 
are not only architectural. If 
pressed for an honest opinion, 
few would rate It particijiarly 
well as a cricket ground 


w'as the saddest event at 
Lord's. For me it 
changed the ground’s 
character 

The wide space in 
front of the Tavern was 
the Piccadilly Circus of 
I..ord's, t ho place where 
everyone met, also the 
position from wdiich the 
cricket was Ixist viewed. 
Foi’ some odd reason we 
not only got a fnu'clear 
view, but we also seemed 
to be much closer to the 
pitch than Irom 
any wtieic else on the 
ground 

From there I watched 
Oxford escape defeat in 
thi‘ University match of 
1928 on an umpiring 
orroi- The last Oxford 
pair survived aliiiosl 
half an hour, but during 
that time l)uleep.sinhji 
took a brilliant 
one-handed slip catch by 
diving full-length 
forward The batsman. 

('K Hill-Wood, awaited 
an umpire's decision, 
which went against 
Cambridge 

We, massed in front of 
the Tavern, were quite, 
quite certain that the 
catch had been made, 
Oxonians, Cantabs and 
neutrals alike We eould 
also see that if the ball 
had touched ground it 
could not possibly have 
finished in Duleep’s 
hand. It must have 
bounced over it 

Bay what you like 
about the I^ong Rcxim in 
the pavilion and 
anywhere else you 
fancy, but to me the 
character of Lord’s was 
centred around that old 
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Loi d s in the late 19th oentui y (inset) and Loi d a today 


Tavoin Poi main 
inanv yeai s it houstd 
the liebt bdkei v in Noi th 
Liundon i uii suiTOi bly by 
d rater mg'gotiiub named 
I’orlman who year after 
year showed.! 
five tiguip profit on his 
woi k Tht ye.n at tr i he 
Ictir ud the ratr i irig 
showed a loss ol Laooo 
and soon thetlub 
sought outside < ateiei s 
Poitman not only 
managed the concei n 
but aJBo did muc h of the 
baking hiniselt His 
bakei les wcT <. mainly 
beneath the Mound 
Stand where was also 
situated Dark s Bat 
Shop Under Portnian 
the Tavei n was 
renowned foi its 
wedding cakes indeed 
cakes ot all sorts its 
bread and, on match 
days, its freshly-tut 


sandwK hr 

I hat T.iV! I ri was opt ii 
f)ot fi to St John s Worxl 
Koad arifl the ground 
On match days a bar i rei 
divided it into two so 
th.it shoppei s could nol 
g.iin K c ess on 1 lie < heap 
to tht I. .cket Aljove was 
a lestaui ant of sut h 
quality lh.it it w.is busy 
winter and summer 
alike 

Lot d s lias long lieoii 
1 ec ognist-d as THK 
gi uuiid in 11 ickt t Yet it 
leally is not a i ety good 
one and the fauIts ai e 
not only architectuial 
In their Ifonu'sof Spoit 
published in 1952 
Norman Y.irdleyand 
Jim Kilbui n ould nol 
avoid mentio niig other 
shortrorning', 
including th( state of 
the playing a -ea and the 
problem of sig liting the 


b.ill igunst unbtlplul 
Iiat kgiouiids 

I'hf giound IS not 
levi 1 hi I tfi.it 1 -, a niinoi 
defet t St vt 1 al ot her s 
li iv( h id biggt't ^lopos 
int hiding Mellioui nr 
t)f»foif it wasli vtlliHl for 
the 1955 Olynipits At 
Ixirdstlv pavilion 
siting nuktsfill 
giadieiit obvious 
whei eas f h«* Melln an m 
slofie W.IS not made 
ipp.irfnt except by 
Hooding 

Fl.iying at I.oi tl s is .i 
led lettei » 'peiieiae It 

IS tht t fQol 111C ket 

woilflwide but if 
piessed lor .in honest 
opinion f«‘w would i.itr 
it par ticulai ly well as a 
lit krt giound My 
geneialion ieg,iidcd Old 
' 1 1.1 f foi d as t he best 
iiia]oi giound with 
(juite the bt'st light foi 


li it*- men iiid In Idi i s 
Wi Bi itisli olli II 
hi lo wmshipsli lilt I li 
Do we not put Hu St 
Andiews Old ( oiii i is 
poll 1 No t ^ It I till 
hoim ol goll w il h tin 
s.iiiu mystit il III! 1 IS 
I Ol d s but it h IS i"- 
m.ii V di let ts uid 
niuuf iims (oMi Si s 
til wed ftoin ill ispti t 
ai f 1 It ai l\ siipei 11)1 
Ni veilhi ks-> I Old s iiui 
&tAnduwswill ind 
should (oiituuu I 
then g lines No I itiii 
though I III tht 1 
irnpioveiniMit 1 mu 
letluct -.till intiii till 

(.ip<u it\ <ii i Old ■, w liu I) 
IS 11 iw sonu 1 boil md 
iK'loW till 19 ts tl lOl I I 
.llllK st 11 OOll I) p 
ill othi r 1 mils t i I • 
on oil! iHi 1 1 loll 






S PEAKING at the 
function to release 
Dr Narottam Puri's new 
cricket quiz book, chief 
guest Kapil Dev 
appeared overtaken by a 
sudden irrepressible 
urge to cximplimont 
everyone 

He fcKJussed attention 
on the celebrities in the 
audience Spotting 
Bishan Bedi, Kapil 
i recalled that “Praji” had 
j been his first captain. 

I someone who has 
I always been a great 
source of help and 
encouragement. Then 
his gaze fell on Pataudi, 
a player and journalist 
he respect s immensely 
On Narottam Puri, the 
author, Kapil lavished 
generous praise “I 
think 1 have learnt a lot 
of cricket by hearing his 
commentary.” he said 
with characteristic 
modesty Kapil then 
released the book with a 
fervent hope that it 
would do better than 
what we did against 
Pakistan 
To this everyone 
agreed whole-heartedly. 
Most of all Narottam 
himself because on the 
book’s success depends 
the minor issue of his 
royalty Pun then 
firoc 'ccded to make a 
speech, short measured 
and informative, telling 
us in his immitible style 
details about the 
concept, scope and 
contents of the book It 
is the biggest 
compilation of cricket 
questions in the world, 
he pointed out. 

The book contains 
questions guaranteed to 
stump even hard-core 
cricket fanatics. “I 
hardly knew any,” 
confessed Tiger Pataudi 
handing me a copy of 
the book for which he 
has written the 
foreword. “But I am sure 

a 



Narottam knows most of 
the answers.” 

Among other things 
the book tells us is that 
Maharaja Porbandar, 
captain of India's team 
that went to England in 
19.32, scored only 2 runs 
on the tour New 
Zealand did not win any 
Test between 1929 and 
1955. Tony Mann’s 100 
against India is the 
highest ever score by a 
nightwatchman in a 
Test. Aftab Gul was 
refused re-entry to 
Pakistan following the 
discovery of a SAM 
Missile in his room. 
Leslie Hoylton was 
hanged in 1955 for 
murdering his wife 
Dennis Compton played 
for Holkar in Ranji 
Trophy 

HE Board has finally 
decided to slap a Rs 



15000 fine ori players 
found guilty of l&uting 
its restrictions on 
wearing logos of 
sponsors during Test 
matches Some 
enterprising players are 
already exploring the, 
possibility of the* ’’ 
sponsor “covering” this 
expense and 
underwriting the fine 

Helping improve the 
physical conditioning of 
cricketers at Delhi’s NIS 
is coach Tej Kaul. A 
former Jammu aiid 
Kashmir Ranji player, 
Kaul returned recently 
from Germany after 
undergoing a course in 
modern training 
methods. 

“As I don’t know all 
these new things 1 sent 
the boys to Tej for a 
while,” said Gurcharan 
Singh “But they liked it 


so much that we 
extended the 
<»nditioning camp. His 
set of exercises have 
helped everyone. Kapil 
used to come daily for a 
work-out and was most 
satisfied.” 

After watching him in 
action one understands 
the reason for Kaul’s 
success. He is peppy, 
full of energy and is 
constantly pushing 
everybody on. And to 
prevent the schedule 
from becoming a drag 
he frequently devises a 
different set of 
exercises. 

Said Kaul about his« 
programme “I gave all 
trainees a test 
comprising a set of 
exercises which had to 
be done within a limited 
time During the camp I 
repeated the tests and 
the result indicated that 
the physical l.v fitness 
standards of all players 
had improved ” 

P ASSING through 
Delhi was 
Ashraf-ul-Haq, 
seccretary of 
Bangladesh Cricket 
Association “We are 
making preparations for 
the Asia Cup early next 
year,” he said. 

The present standards 
in Bangladesh may not 
be the very best but the 
enthusiasm for the 
game is amazing. A lot 
of cricket,” continued 
Ashraf, “is already 
being played and the 
basic facilities exist at 
different centres. 
Another major 
advantage is that the 
existing tournaments 
are sponsored by private 
firms and are well 
organised. Now with the 
exposure of big-time 
cricket, development of 
the game is only to be 
expected.” 

Amrit Mattiur, Itow MM 


Sponsors in India are very eager that cricketers 
wear their logos 





FOCUS 


W ESTINDIES 
captain Viv 

Richards is determined 
to silence the 
'destructive criticism’ 
which he claims has 
been directed at himself 
and his international 
team. The Antiguan born 
master batsman, who 
inherited the West 
Indies captaincy in 1985 
following the retirement 
of Clive Lloyd, is acutely 
aware of attacks upon 
his leadership skills and 
rumours of 

dressing-room disputes 
between his players. 

Richards claims that 
some sections of the 
Press were simply 
waiting for an 
opportunity to detract 
from his phenomenally 
successful career ‘We 
are all entitled to 
criticism and 1 don't 
mind constructive 
criticism,’ he said, ‘but 
when the team doesn't 
perform well, suddenly 
everything’s said to be 
falling apart- and it’s 
all down to Viv 
Richards! 1 think some 
of the criticism is very, 
very unfair. In a sense, I 
expected it. Some of the 
same journalists have 
been giving us stick, 
even before I took over 
as captain. 1 would not 
expect anything 
else—they were Just 
waiting for the 
opportunity ’ 

Some would argue 
that the team has been 
performing well below 
its normal standards of 
late. After defeating 
New Zealand 2-0, and 
humiliating England by 
five Tests to nil, 

Richards then led West 
Indies to a 1 -l draw m 
Pakistan before losing 
in Australia in two 
series of limited-overs 
matches. But Richards 
was quick to deflect any 
thoughts of a decline in 


MASIER 




Viv Richards attempts to 
silence criticism against his 
side and himself in an 
iriterview to Martin Bashir 


West Indian cricket. 

. ‘We drew in Pakistan 
in^fficult 

circumstances, then did 
badly in Australia, 
because our batting let 
us down,’ argued 
Richards. ‘New Zealand 
was being talked about 
as the tour which would 
make or break us. and 


we were being written 
off, even before we 
arrived We drew the 
Test series, and then 
made a clean sweep of 
the one-day matches. 

‘Every team that’s 
involved in a competitive 
sport is entitled to 
failure. You cannot 
succeed all of the time, 
and we haven't done well 


Viv Richards feels that Journalists are gunning 

_ for him _ _ Prodeep Mandhani 
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by our own standards. 

But that doesn’t mean 
that we are down and 
out, and totally over the 
hill. A lot of people are 
passing Judgment, and 
we don’t seem to have 
the benefit of the doubt.’ 

Richards was equally 
adamant about 
quashing rumours 
which suggested that 
team spirit was at a low 
ebb, and that 
vice-captain Michael 
Holding abandoned the 
tour of New Zealand 
because of disaffection 
with the leadership 

‘I have known Michael 
Holding for a long time. 

I would be dumbfounded 
if that was the case.’ He 
went on. ‘When you’re 
touring for a long while, 
people can become a bit 
agitated and get into ! 
each other’s hair But I 
whoever interviewed ' 
Michael must have 
taken his words out of 
context He is not the 
sort of man to make 
comments behind my 
back.’ i 

After scoring the 
fastest century in 
county cricket last 
season, taking just 48 
balls and 57 minutes to 
demolish the Glamorgan j 
attack, coming second | 
in the Basic Six/ WCM | 
six-hitting table, and ! 
maintaining his scoring j 
with the highest batting i 
average in Britain, | 

Richai’ds began his ' 

season with Rishton by 
scoring 87, 98 not out, 

61 and 8. 

The indefatigable 
Richards and this advice 
for his carping critics ‘1 
would appreciate some 
of our better journalists 
coming on tour with us 
to see things first hand, 
and then they’d 
understand that West 
Indies cricket is 
anythingbut in decline.’ 

Wisdsn Cricket Monthly 
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Champions Trophy Hockey 

Gfermany Above All 


T he names on the league table of 
the Ninth Champions Trophy 
Hockey tournament would easily 
have been mistaken for a line-up 
of the World Soccer 
Championships West Germany, 
Argentina, Spain. Britain, Soviet 
Union.. Well, that is what modern 
hockey is all about. Gone are the 
traditional players whose 
stick work fascinated the world. 
Today giants like Stefan 
Blocher and Carsten Fischer 
rule the roost with their superior 
physical strength. West 
Germany’s retaining the trophj^ 
this year at Amsterdam can be' 
credited to these two ‘big men’ 
more than any other reason. 

We in India use the excuse of 
strength to explain our recent 
poor performances in 
international hockey. But we have 
to admit that even men like 
Blocher and Fischer have skill. 
Consider this Against The 
Netherlands, Blocher beat four 
defenders with a remarkable 
dribble from the 22 yard line to 
score Germany's only goal. Three 
days later lie retraced his steps to 
score a similiar goal to hold World 
Champions Australia. Is that no 
skill? 

The West German coach Klaus 
Kleiter summed up things rightly 
"some of the teams I'oly on great 
physical fitness and others on 
superior skill We have a mixture 
of both 111 the German side." The 
Germans used this balance to 
make themselves favourites for 
the gold at the Seoul Olympics. 
They are an experienc.ed and well 
settled side and with Blocher and 
Fischer spearheading them they 
will be the side to beat at Seoul 
For the Australians their third 
place was a set back in their 
pt*eparations to win the Olympic 
gold having won the World Cup 
last year. They are in the process 
of rebuilding and came to 
Amsterdam without six players 
who had won them the gold at the 


last London World Cup. David 
Bell. Trevor King, Terry Walsh 
and Adrian Bruce have all since 
retired and Grant Mitton and Ric 
Charlesworth opted out of the 
tournament. Considering the 
circumstances they finished a 
good third but they do have 
worries. 

After his side’s 2-1 win over the 


Soviets, Aussie coach Richard 
Agiss complained. “In all my 
experience as a coach I have never 
seen the Australian team play so 
badly.” 

Germany’s Thomas Reck (left) is 
ohslleng^ by Australian captain 
Craig Davies during their all 
important match at Amsterdam. 
The match ended in a two-all draw 








Germany s Carstea Fischei was 
agrain the hero of hts side Here he 
holds aloft the 1986 Champions 
Trophy 

Tilt, I Jute h finishtd see oiid and 
leceived a much needed boost to 


then sagg'ing' hockt y spu its The 
Kui opcan champions h ivr not 
fated well in tht intt i natiunaJ 
ai eiia of late and in fat would not 
have made it to the tout uament 
foi Champions if tlu y wtn not the 
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hosts 

The Champions Trophy has 
always been a six nation 
tournament but this year the 
number of tgams was i aised to 
eight to accomadate the hosts and 
Pakistan the donoi s of the 
tiophy 

The Pakistanis failed to make 
good use of the gererosity offered 
Recently they had finshed second 
to the Get mans at the Azlan Shah 
tout nament And it looked a% if 
they were on their way up But at 
Amstei dam they lost six games to 
finish second to la“t the position 
they had finished at the World 
Cup At the la®t Champions 
Ti ophy at Kat achi Pakistan had 
finished second at the top of the 
table 

India has ah eady lost thr 
piivilegfc of being automatic 
quahlurslor the top inteination il 
tournaments and Pakistan arc 
well on the way to the same 
situation 

Who would have thought tha* 

Ai gentina ai c a thieat in wot Id 
hexikey In their seven games they 
collectf d SIX points which 
included a 2 O win over Pal ista n 
rinishing in the middle of ttie 
table IS an achievement even the 
traditional hex-key playing 
nations would corisidei above 
satisfactoiy 

Biildin wcrethfii usual 
consistont self Altei losing their 
opcnriig two matches they came 
back to hnish with leri ixniils (Jn 
levc 1 with Austi aha but nai i owly 
lost thr thud position on goal 
avfI age 

Till Champions tiophy !<■ 
ronsideied the toughest hoc key 
tournament betausi of the kind ol 
opposition each team has ttj meet 
in the touiseof a wet k Tht 
tour nament is also t he most 
inteiesting because inspitt of 
being playc*d on a league basis the 
winners ai e ver v often decided on 
the last game In Amsterdam this 
yeai it was no diff< r ent West 
Germany beat the Soviets on the 
last day to keep their no loss 
reccji d IPtaet but had to wait for 
the outcome of the 
Netherlands Australia game to 
known if they weie the C hainpion 
Of Champions or not 







TURF VIEW 


O VER the years, the 
Bangalore Derby 
run in the second 
week of July has 
been consider-ed a 
pointer to classic form 
for the forthcoming 
winttir season It has 
seen the advent of such 
all time greats like 
Kvorynsky. 

Comniiuiche, Caniino, 

Sir Bruce, t^haitanya 
Chakrain and Caminetto 
all ot whom displayed 
their true ability by 
winning this blue riband 
of the Bangalore Turf. 
This year on the 12th of 
July the first Derby of 
the 1987-88 season gets 
under way and the 
winner will join a select 
brand of horses who will 
always be remembered 
in the years to come. 

This year it’s still a 
trifle unclear how many 
runners there will 
actually be. but on 
present performance 
and on paper the race 
Icxiks to be a two-horse 
race TheByramji 
trained Divine Light on 
the one hand and the 
Vi jay Singh trained 
Brave Dancer on the 
other It’s a battle of the 
sexes, with Divine Light 


Canlhe 
Dancer Put Oul 
TheUgM? 

Cyrus J. Madan previews 
the Bangalore Derby 


for the fairer sex and 
Bravo Dancer for the 
chauvinistic breed 
A battle between 
Bangalore and Calcutta 
and a war between two 
of the most talked about 
owners in recent times, 
Vijay Mallya against 
Babi Nobis A fight to 
the finish promises to be 
as exciting and as talked 
about as any we may 
have seen, what with the 
Bangalore champion 


rider Vasant Shinde on 
Divine Light and the 
Western India champion 
Pesi Shroff who will 
partner the Dancer. 

Before the outset of 
the Bangalore summer 
season. I had gone on 
record saying that the 
fillies appeared to be in a 
different league to the 
colts Well, that 
statement may require a 
good deal of qualifying 
now, although it's going 


Currently classified in Class II, 
Brave Dancer is looking extremely 
well and leVs see if he can achieve 
what no other Calcutta horse has 
in recent times '* 


to be a lot closer than I 
might have made things 
sound before the 
summer of '87 began. I 
still feel that the filly 
Divine Light has the 
edge. However, let’s first 
have a quick look at each 
of them individually 
before attempting any 
sort of definite answer. 

DIVINE LIGHT 

B y the first season 
sire Riyehi. Divine 
laght is very 
fashionably bred on both 
sides. Her performance 
so far leaves little to no 
doubt that she is one of 
the best fillies we have 
seen in India for quite a 
while Trained by 
Rashid Byrarnji she may 
not look like a champion 
to you when she walks 
into the paddock, but, 
my word can she gallop. 
She has the ability to 
switch off and relax in a 
race before unleashing 
that incredible burst of 
speed which has already 
fetched her t.hree 
victories from as many 
starts. The big two 
questions against her at 
present are as follows: 1) 
Will she go the IXirby 
distance of a mile and a 
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Divine Light has the ability to 
switch off and relax in a race 
before unleashing that incredible 
burst of speed which has already 
fetched her three victories from as 
many starts 


quarter; 2 ) Has she 
really beaten anything 
of class so far in her last 
three wins? 

To answer the first 
question, one can 
generalise that a horse 
stays the distance 
depending on two 
factors. The first is 
looking at the manner in 
which she runs and the 
distances that she has 
traversed m her last few 
outings. In addition, one 
must also consider 
whether she is bred to 
stay. Now. Divine Ijight 
has won over a mile 
easily enough in her last 
start and her style of 
running makes one feel 
that she will relish the 
extra 400 metres m the 
Derby. 

On her breeding, per 
sire Riyahi got a mile 
easily enough when he 
finished second in the 
Sussex Stakes, Eui ope’s 
richest two-year-old race 
and a group I race Her 
dam Charenzeccio is 
French and is by the 
French stallion 
Lorenzeccio whose mam 
claim to fame, besides 
being a very successful 
sire, is that he was the 
only horse besides 
Sasefras to beat the 
legendary Nijinsky He 
got the better of the 
English Triple Crown 
winner in the Champion 
Stakes run over a mile 
and a quarter. Sc he 
certainly got a trip all 
right to have beaten the 
great Nijinsky. Even 
more to the point is the 
fact that Divine Light’s 
grandam Chanel is a 
half sister to Shantung 
who placed in the Epsom 
Derby so that once again 
suggests that on her 
blood line, Light should 
stay. 

As regards the second 
querry. It’s not a 
question of what Divine 
Light has beaten so far, 


but how she has beaten 
them To say that she 
obliterated them would 
be the understatement of 
the year 

Classified curi*ently in 
class II, the Derby will be 
her third start this 
season and watching 
her v/ork in the 
mornings was awe 
inspiring She is a 
beautiful mover who 
relishes her morning 
gallops. With a low 
daisy-cutting action the 
only thing which might 
get in her way is the 
stale of the ground. I 
feel she will act better 
over a surface that is top 
of theground. If the 
going becomes heavy, 
due to rain, it just could 
be herundoing and 
prevent her from 
l;^oming the second 
fffly in the last two 
dbcades to win the 
Derby. 

BRAVE DANCER 

the French stallion 
DBalfo, Brave Dancer 
may not be as impeccibly 
bread as his opponent of 
the fairer sex, but he has 
definitely got the blood 
to be called a horse with 


classic blood His 
performance in his five 
starts so far have 
further enhanced this 
premise and today he is 
certainly the best colt in 
the country His last 
triumph in the Colts’ 
Trial Stakes has shown 
him to be a horse with 
tremendous potential 
and if anything can give 
the filly a run for her 
money it’s this grey 
roan 

A big made, big 
striding colt, he has a 
wonderful temperament 
and like the fill.y, the 
ability to settle 
anywhei e m a race Both 
are big plus points in his 
favour and the son of 
Ballo has a host of 
others to his credit. For 
one. he is bred to stay 
not only on the sire side 
but on his tail line as 
well. His dam Be My 
Guest, for instance, won 
over a mile and a quarter 
with the greatest of ease 
and the style in which 
the Dancer has won over 
a mile so far leaves little 
to no doubt whatsoever 
that he would go better 
the further he goes. 
Currently classified in 
class II, Brave Dancer is 


looking extremely well 
and let’s see if he can 
achieve what no other 
Calcutta horse has in 
recent times He is a colt 
who can handle any sort 
of going whether it is 
top of the ground or on 
the heavy side, but I feel 
that on a rain soaked 
track he is sure to have a 
decided advantage over 
Divine Light. 

T hose are the two who 
are going to be the 
rage of the betting. 

There are a host of other 
runners with gcxid 
enough credentials who 
just might be able to do 
the unexpected because 
after all that’s what 
racing is all about. Colts 
like Africaan. Kir 
Royale, Ich Dicn, Rheti 
Butler and Erebus are 
obviously not just 
running for the fun of 
things and one of them 
could well pull of the 
impossible. Of them 
Erebus is the only one 
that has gone the Derby 
distance and won. but 
one wonders whethei* he 
is really in the class of 
the Dancer and Divine 
Light? Kir Royale looks 
as though the 2000 
metre trip is a little 
beyond his best, which 
brings us down to 
Africaan. Rhett Butler 
and Ich Dicn Of them 
the Byramji trained 
Africaan could be the 
dark horse. If there are 
more than eight runners 
he 18 the one that 1 would 
opt for in place. 

Coming back to the 
nitty gritty however, 1 
feel that Divine Light is 
the one for me and she 
could become the second 
filly after Cammetto in 
the last two decades to 
have won the Fillies 
Trial and followed it up 
with the Derby Hence 
it’s unlikefy that the 
Brave can put out the 
Light. 


I 


I 

I 



NEWSLeTTER 


The Pacs>Setter 
In Soviet Footbael 

I N sport it IS always interesting club’s top snipers gain the Euro- was always disciplined, hard- 
to learn what gave a sports pean Footballer of the Year award working and reliable, settii^ him- 
personahty or team its fame, and France-Football’s Golden self personal goals which he 
What distinguishes that person or Ball—Oleg Blokhin and Igor Be- achieved. This won Lobanovsky 
team from the rest‘d So I’ll start lanov. Both are on the national the respect of the players and soon 
this piece on Dynamo Kiev with squad. Since the institution of the brought the management success 
the iiistory of the club Founded m Golden Ball in 1956 (when it went which makes him a welcome guest 
1927, a Kiev side was in the 1936 to Blackpool and England’s Stan- at European coaching seminars 
original premier league but it was ley Matthews), few teams have where celebrated foreign ool- 
1961 before Kiev took their first had two active players possessing leagues are eager listeners. Oleg 
Championship. If it took them 25 both prizes. These teams are the Blokhin has been a permanent 
years to break the ice, the next superclass Real Madrid. Manches- fixture at Kiev throughout the 
quarter-century saw 11 more ter United, Bavaria and Turin’s last decade and a half At the start 
championship successes to set a Juventus. An eminent company of this season he had played 412 
national record ‘ The last 15 years of Kievian times for the club scoring 207 

Dynamo Kiev also have seven grandeur are associated with goals (a championship record) If 
_I_one counts in his goals in the 



USSR Cup. Europe and for coun¬ 
try. the figure stood at 291 in 
January 1987 At 34 Blokhiu still 
works hard, is fast and active in 
play, has fresh ideas, and is a 
good support for the less experi¬ 
enced His approach to training, 
matches and the club in general is 
exemplary. 

Throughout his career Blokhin 
has had good players alongside 
him The whole Kiev first team 
was on the national squad in Mex¬ 
ico 1986 where Alexander Zavar- 
oiVi the USSR’s Footballer of the 
Year for 1986, was as prominent 
as Blokhin and Belanov. Goal¬ 
keeper Victor Chanov gave a good 
showing last season and captain 
Anatoly Demianenko, a defender, 
was the best Soviet footballer in 
1985 Alexei Mikhailochcnko 
aime into the first team just last 
season and immediately became 


USSR Cnp.s to their name In 1975 
they won the European Cup- 
Winner.s’ fmp and beat Europtian 
Champions Bavaria (Munich) for 
the Supercup A sei'ond European 
Cup-Winners’ Cup came in 1080 
and the Kiev Ixiys formed the 
backbone of a Soviet national team 
which sparkled at the Mexico 
World C^up the same year 
So 197.5 and 1086 have been the 
biggest years in the club’s history 
'I'hoae two seasons set Dynamo 
Kiev apart in class and ideas, 
winning them world celBbrit.y 
Thoaeh two seasons saw the 


Kiev's Dynamo goalkeeper Victor 
Chanov, member of the Soviet 
national team, at practice 

manager Valery Lobanovsky who 
has also led the national squad 
since the summer of 1986. Loba¬ 
novsky was once a famous for¬ 
ward with Kiev and country and 
later moved into coaching and 
management though he has no 
special sports education 

But. still a playoi', Uibanovsky 
was distinguished b.y amazing 
incnt.al acuity and intuition sup¬ 
plemented by fine technique. Ho 


club top scorer with 12 goals. He 
has been keeping it up this year 
and was recently promoted to the 
iiaUDonal squad. 

Kiev has always had its football 
greats and the time it tcxik to 
establish a top-notch club was 
moi-e due to lack of coaching and 
ma'oagemcnt traditions than 
shwrtage of local talent. The Kiev 
goalkeeper of the pre-War years. 
Nikolai Trusevich, was one of the 
first in Soviet football to move off 
the goal-line and dominate the 
whole penalty area. A few decades 
later that style of keeping would 



lie dovt'lopod by th«‘ immortal I tv 
Ydshiii ot Dynaiiw) Moscow wlio is 
namod by some as th< best 
kw'ptt of dllimc Yashin ti'mains 
! thr only No 1 in Pur opt to have 
t ik»‘n lb( fiolden Ball 
Nikolai liusfwith wis i 
1 lit rif mtl SI ( mi ri t for a Ioiik 
disliii^iiislit d ( aiti I Hilt thi Wai 
, and N i/i oitnpition intrrviiu'd 
I he C>i 1 man* ftxik Kit v in 
' ind di t idi d on a I nltwafft Kitv 
I m iti b to |}iI St lit tpiftiiii of noi 
mil lift f 1 List V It li w, n oi nt II d to 
! t a ti im lotiitbn IIi hid ii > 
ihoKc bnt toromply lint told his 
men that tiny must hi it Hit lai 
mans on the lootball fn id it ill 
costs 1 hone’ll tiny hid liWlt 
tiaimin’' they riiftattd tin Luft 
w lift St III t 'j t I lit f> line liet iint 
known is tin l)i itli Mitrh ftn 
tin (n I Ill ms I stt d ml hot 
1 i Li St vit h 1 y in K u/iiit ri ko 
Altxfi Klimt nko inrl Nikolai 
Koiotkykh (the list ol Hit ham 
got aw ivi A lattti oidti of itht 
Ihtsidium of t'li USSR Siipi’imii 
Soviet siw the Ill iwiidtd ptnkt 
hurnou>- Hot V iloiii mtdils I hr 
Dynatno st uliiiin in tht Ifkibiine 
t apital bf ai s a moniimrnt totiBiosc 
biavt mt n i 

1 he Ku V tram w is at its 
we iki St inimidialtly ithi the 
Wat Itlhmlht r h niipionship m 
I'i 1-ith ind 1 ist m 1‘) K> Wh m 
1U47 and loth m l‘MH lUitnffia 
elually I hr tc .im (It v istati d bV the 
Will w ii 11 pit iiisht <1 nid m lh'i2 
was 1 imiitM up I ht Inst Chim 
pionship vKtrny of Piol w is 
oveidue 

'Itxlay Dynamo Kiev s» 11 ht pare 


Kiev’s Dynamo football team 
1986 USSR champion and 
Cup-winners Cup holder 

in Soviet football Anri that ■> not 
)iist foi on the pitr h jx i loi m mr r 

I hen oift iiiisation is mat -rt llous 
It lining’ system inUnsivi and 
thru sf ir nffth and di pth in it 
SI 1 vt s salutai y 

OliR Ba/ilf»virh i f imous Sovii t 
r r>ar h who playtxl with Lobmoys 
ky in the Kit v att n k m hi*' youth 
has said his fount r club i^ lull of 
moial lihir T bat defmilioii 11 ms 
spot tjii to mi Hrji tin Kir V play 
ns tootbill IS a lifest/li mtl .is 
suth d»- ^ei vt s then all T'lji It vt I 
lootball brooks no tompiorni-.i oi 
half rrnasuies You ini d t otimlt *r 
St If tlisciplinc iiid a out m ss til 
.irntaition 1 obaiiovsky has instil 
ltd th.it in hi*- cli.iif,(s I hat w is 
laigriy why tin tram li.id ’•iiih 
success m a 19 S 6 si ason wbn h 
was i xc( ptionally ^ciUKh As tin 
iiiimiftci latr I adiiittrd his mt n 
wr ir sometimes playing all in Yt t 
tiny won the (iipWmntis C uf> 
ind two piestigio is toui name its 
m Mach ill and Amstiid.im and 
w ni tin USSR Championship 
And with them t le nitionil ti mi 
has advanrid fioni the Rtxid |x i 
foi III line of Mexico to karl tin ii 
Huioptan ('hanipioiiship Ciual 
lying Ciioup 1 he Soviet side bt at 
lilt cm I mt champions riantr m 
a St 111 mg displ iv m Pans l.ist 
utumii 

'fin Kiev playeis also tuin out 

II fiiendlies end niemoi lals and 
tin hkrs ol Klokhin and Bi‘lariov 
have played in intei natii nal 


li‘ims Hkiklim his pi lyt d foi 
Ul 1 A find I II A s tir s md H* I inov 
wi-. on lilt Ktstollln Wtiiltl'i tin | 
Hill play id in Ann i it i sr l< t i*jl 
siimii I 1 

liidl in foot!) lilt 1 h ivf ilso tiarl 
i I h iin I to ->11 Hi I iiiov pi ly lit 
wis on i stn It I r luh -.t It i t Hid | 
took pait m till mil I ii.ition il 
i iw ill 11 I il Nt hi 11 ivfi inoi 1 i| 
lo’ii 11 lint III m 1'1H(> r »Hn I Kit y 
pi lyr 1 s tin it yyt it Inn \r v 
Insti nko Anrliii H il mtl V e-ily 
Hit/ ^t I vtu*-hi nko w ts tin 
I tom II mil nt s lop si<)n i yviHi six 
1 <*oiK to hi nnin In IbhS Hn 
Smut iiitirmal v In t mt ludiiig 
*•1 yii il Kn V pi lyt I s itti ndi d Hn 
hj I 1 lint nt At Hit stilt of Hus 
yi 11 tin S )Vi( 1 (llvnipK ti mi t y 
I I III (I it Hn Nr hi II loin n mil nt d 
V IS It ri hy /' Il dol V Hy *■ liovt 1/ out 
ol Hn bt *-1 liikiis in Hit Kit v 
(libs hi iloiy Ik w is unlit 
foi wild lot ftn USSR ‘'idi at Hit 
1‘170 Woi Id ( up uirl volt d Hn lx d 
Soy It t pi lyt 1 

Vivtu'-hinko i ki rl is Hn top 
otti on Hi liJKtj tup trj fiidi I 
whit his mipi ‘■'•ions of Hn i iiin 
ti V wt >1 noli rl Hu smu it m 
iMtst of loiill siippoittis ill Hit 
Soviet ttam intf Hu popiilantv 
football •njoys in Inrhi Ilr yy is 
pal tic III II Iv gl iddi in d hv Hn i)l i 
< lids 111 Hn st.mds gmliii tin 
tt.im in Russiin iint iiiyiting 
till 111 to I ome ag iin 

Woiris likf thd ilyy lys thiill 
Hn III .lit s.ivs iln pi lyi i 1 In v 
k avt pit isaiit mt mi i a s If s good 
that om sjxiif hi mg-, tin i iiion 
togetliei 

V. Klrillyuk j 
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F€>CUS 


SPORT FOR ALL 


With that as its motto and 
sole incentive, the Federal 
Republic of Germany is well 
on its way to sporting 
glory. Subhash Sarcar 
points out India’s 
drawbacks in comparison 


T he Federal Republic 
of Germany is 
bubbling with life. 
Sporting life. People of 
ail ages, shapes and 
sizes arc into 
sport—either for a 
recreational outlet or for 
a serious professional 
commitment. You 
cannot help but notice 
youngsters peddling 
down the ‘red strip’ on 
the pavements 
exclusively meant for 
them or a man in shorts 
joggingat some 
ungodly hours. Or a 
bare bodied kayak 
enthusiast when he 
finds a little sunshine, 
paddling down the 
Neckar river at 
Hiedelberg. 

The involvement is 
total. And the nation 
wears a healthy sporty 
look and the exclusive 
credit goes to the 
•Deu tscher Sportbund 
(German Sports 
Federation), the 
brainchild of the Trimm 
Dick (trimming to 
fitness) campaign that 
was launched in the last 
decade. This is but on of 
the distinctive 
credentials of this 
autonomous federation. 
The German formula for 
fitness "Trimm Dich 
durch Sport” is 
appealing in all respect 
which ever way you 
look at it. 

But to get the masses 
involved, the 
participation of the 
heads of State in most 
cases account for half 
the publicity required to 
generate enthusiasm. 
When the campaign was- 
launched the overture 


FRO President Soheel 
and DSB ohlef Weyer 
Join the Trinun-Trab 


couldn't have been more 
promising when no less 
a person than the 
Federal President^ 
Walter Scheel put 
himself at the head of 
the Trimm Trab troupe 
at Bonn Many 
prominent persons 
including the DSB chief 
Willi Weyer were in the 
troupe. 

How much do our 
leaders involve 
themselves in sport 
activities is not difficult 
to guage. Or for that 
matter the various 
federation echalons who 
love to sit on their 
haunches and palm 
their pot bellies. Perhaps 


a little trotting will do 
then a world of good. 
Just a matter of will 
power. And interest. 

Perhaps we can learn 
a few lessons from the 
DSF The prime sports 
body in the Federal has 
never regarded itself at 
any time since its 
inception in 1950, as a 
party-liner for any 
particular group of 
sportspeople. There is 
no government 
interference or 
dominance whatsoever. 
The DSB Charter voices 
complete neutrality in 
regard to religion, race 
and philosophy. It also 
guarantees recreatic^^ 


within the clubs 
programmes. 

In short, the PSB is 
the largest voluntary 
committee and the most 
effective organisation 
for recreational and 
top-line sport in society. 
It is also the 'doctor' of 
the nation’s health. 

The sportbund image 
has gone beyond the^. 
periphey of the Federal 
Republic It extends full 
suppoi-t to the cause of 
international 
cooperation and 
understanding and 
peace among nations 
India too has derived 
benefits The DSB 
comprises all the 
representatives of the 
various amateur sports 
associations of the 
eleven Federal States. 
Although professional 
sportsmen such as those 
of the Bundesliffa 
(German soccer league) 
are members of the DSB, 
the body is entirely 
amateur in chai-acter. 

There is no Sports 
Ministry and yet 
proficiency in all 
respects is inexplicably 
one of the best in the 
world. The DSB 
designates amongst the 
several government 
departments the 
responsibility for 
various sporting 
matters. But the 
Ministry of Interior 
(Home Affairs) is the 
central coordinator. And 
interestingly, although 
sport tends to develop its 
own set of laws suid 
sporting momentum, 
the partnership between 
sport and the State till 
now remains unmarked- 
That is, the DSB has 
never once used its 
millions of members as a 
lever to realise its own 




objectives Clean and 
effacious administration 
at its best' Any 
differences arismgr are 
sorted out on the table in 
the presence of all the 
representatives and DSB 
authorities The rapport 
and understanding 
between the £)SB and the 
NOK (National Olympic 
Committee) another 
encouraging feature of 
the set-up No wonder 
Willi Daume, figures in 
as the DSB president 
from 1950 to 1970 

W E wei e on our way 
to the ‘Hansdes 
Sports in 

Frankfurt on Main the 
headquai tei s of t he 
NOK and DSB It is from 
this building that the 
directives on basic 
questions ate issued and 
these must be adhered to 
by all association The 
ideas and wishes 
submitted fiom all 
quarters are coordinated 
and then passed on to all 
the associations We met 
Dr Jens Uwe Bottcher 
one of the DSB heads 
On a quei y made by me 
regal ding the 
involvement of the 
masses in sport Dr 
Bottchei replied ‘ Of the 
30 nullion people 20 
million are involved in 
spot ts while the i est do 
their bit in some way or 
the other The DSB is 
gover ned on an 
honorary basis, but we 
do employ people on a 
full-time basis Though 
we are the sole authority 
on sport, school sports 
do not fall m the 
purview of the DSB But 
we are always there to 
offer voluntary 
services ” 

Being the biggest 
voluntary organisation 
how do you get your 
finances^ “We have 
millions of members, 
each paymg a fee of ten 



fennmgs (100 fenmng = 
1 mark) and that is a big 
source of income Then 
we get government 
subsidies of vai lous 
amounts as well as 
private sponsoi ship 
Actually we don t 
require government 
help, and added 
joculary ‘we can even 
give funds to the 
g^jt^fernment if they 
request us ’ 

Sports federations in 
our country would do 
well to try and emulate 
this Incomplete 
contrast to the superb 
understanding between 
th^OK and the DSB 
heft in India there is 
inwiably some 
diwqrences or the other 
balveen the Indian 
Ovmpic Association 
am the federations 
There is always that 
suspicion 8unongst 
officials Mudshngmg, 
si|i|ermg and 
mpedministT ation—ha¬ 
ve over the years proved 
to be detrimental to 
sport in general in 
India In comparison, 
the precision 


Sport for children is 
organised by thousands 
of sports clubs 


management and 
farsightedness of the 
Federal Republic has 
ensured that the 
country makes rapid 
progress in most sports 
arenas 

Eveiy sports head in 
the FRG works in 
unison and tries to 
improve the facilities 
and the standa rds of the 
athletes in general 
Good relations exist 
between the NOK and 
the government, which 
IS sadly lacking in India 
Remember the V C 
Shukla—Margaret Alva 
e pisode during the Seoul 
Aslad 

It did come as a 
surprise when Dr 
E>obi ick Hartmut of the 
NOK proudly disclosed 
that the Kommite has 
earmarked 1 5 million 
marks from its coffers 
for the Seoul and 
Calgary Olympic 
Games “We have been 
raising funds since 1976 


and now we have 
enough money," Dr 
Hartmut stated 
odnfldently Impressive 
by any standards 

What about our 10A7 
Yes, It has contributed 
in raising some funds 
Other than going 
through the books in 
arrear for affiliation fees 
of the federation, the 
lOA has done precious 
little to obtain finance It 
has been setting 
standards—sometimes 
disgracefully low for 
competitions abroad 
Many have gone abroad 
on Iiesure jaunts 
Nothing more Check 
this for an example a 
basketball observer was 
sent to the Seoul Asiad 
where India did not evv,n 
participate in the event 
If that IS not bad 
spending what is' We 
spend carelessly from 
the Public Exchequer 
without any real gains 
Whereas every fenmng 
in the Federal Republic 
IS used with an attempt 
to realise something 

The FRG houses 
thousands of gyms 
spread all over the 
country the ground 
facilities ate out of this 
world the sophisticated 
equipment swimming 
pools and numerous 
coaching piogrammes 
must natui ally build 
champions The method 
of training is also 
categorised, from top 
flight perfoi mers to the 
junior level You ve got 
to see to believe The 
Federal Republic is way 
ahead on a pedestial ot 
glory with the moto 
‘Sport for All 

Our spot ts planning 
and policies (if theie are 
any) lack drive No 
wonder we are 
stagnating The FRG 
nourishes the players 
from the base wo groom 
them at the peak 
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Kasparov Still Kingr 


Zeeshan Blows It 


m 


Hugo 

Honoured 

H ugo sanchez is 

more than just a 
lootballer ni Mexico 
He IS a celebrity The 
leading sportsman of 
the nation Bui he's 
popular elsewhere 
ttK) 

The photograph 
shows the Mexican 


K asparov is the 

world chess cham¬ 
pion any way you 
look at It After tak¬ 
ing the title from Kar¬ 
pov in 1985, the out¬ 
spoken Russian has 
never lost The latest 
computer ranking 
announced by the In¬ 
ternational Chess 
Federation shows 
Kasparov with 2740 
points, 40 to the good 
of Karpov, twelve 
years his senior 
The two have a re¬ 
match slated ioi Octo¬ 
ber this year to ba 
played at Seville, 
Spain Though Kas¬ 
parov could well bo 
the favourite. Karpov 
18 still very capable 
And dangerous 


star rt*roivnig the ‘F 
(for famous) medal 
from Ramon Mendo¬ 
za. tho pri'sidont of 
Real Madrid Roccer 
Club Sanchez didn’t 
have a particularly 
impressive World Cup 
but lias been in many 
ways the livcwire of 
the Spanish club And 
this is their wav of 
saying 'thank you ’ 



Z EESHAN ALI will 
never forgive him¬ 
self A point short of 
making it to the quar¬ 
ter final at the ex¬ 
pense of the top seed 
at junior Wimbledon 
was as far as he got 
And he has only him¬ 
self to blame 
The eighteen-year- 
old Indian national 



champion had taken 
the first set against 
Malivai Washington 
of the USA and was 
up 5-4 in the second 
He was hitting the 
ball hard and true. 
The American was on 
the run, out of 
rhythm But then, 
sadly. All just 
couldn’t get his serve 
going Weak second 
serves and double 
faults plagued his 
game, and Washing¬ 
ton grabbed the 
opportunity The 
third set was a disas¬ 
ter for the Indian and 
he had blown his best 
chance 

If Zeeshan is think¬ 
ing of going big-time 
it 18 time he starts 
working seriously on 
his serve And on his 
temperament 


Bubka On a High 


S ADLY fit* has never 
been an Olympic 
champion though he 
has completely mono 
jxihsed the event toi 
the last four years 
On mfiat occasions he 
doi*s not have to com 
jx'te against his fel¬ 
low pat ticipa Ills 
That IS only secon¬ 
dary He IS inva nably 
trying to impiove on 
his own world i ecord 
Sergei Bubka, just 
23 has already ac 
qujred for himself the 
lag of a legend Two 
weeks ago he came up 
with a truly asto¬ 
nishing perform.! nee 
ev« n by his high sta> - 
dards At the Rozicky 
Memorial Grand Pnx 
athletic meet, the 
SJoviet. European and 
World champion set a 


new I’eaird in the ptile 
vault for the seventh 
tunc in three years 
The weather condi 
tions in Prague that 
afternoon were now 
suitable for football 
than foi pole vault¬ 
ing Torrential rain 
and thunderstorms 
had ensured sub¬ 
standard perform 
ances in the other 
events But Bubka is 
an athlete of a diffe¬ 
rent class And minor 
handicaps don’t 
bother him He 
cleared the bar at 6 03 
meters, with about 10 
centimetres to spare 
A depi’essing fact if 
you’re intending to 
take part and win the 
pole vault in Rome in 
August, or in Seoul 
next year 













P.K. 

Presents 

R avi SHASTRI and 

Sunil Gavaskar 
have been the stars of 
the cricket serials 
that have been aired 
by Dcxirdarshan in I'e- 
cent months It was 
only a matter of time 
before tlie need for a 



football serial was 
realised And it’s on 
its way with who else 
but P K Banerjee as 
host 

The former India 
captain and coach is 
obviously an author¬ 
ity on the game Add 
to that the fact that ho 
IS a man who loves 
talking’ and you have 
the ideal choice for 
presenting a prog¬ 
ramme on soccer 
coaching. 

The 15 episode se¬ 
rial is being produced 
by Z company and is 
entitled ABC of foot¬ 
ball.’ Come January 
and young fiKitballers 
around the country 
ai-e in for a sfiecial 
ti’eat Till then it’s 
cricket time 




Beaten And Best 


I 'f wa.s the greatest 
long -111 nij) compi'li- 
tioii in history At 
San Jose, the venue 
for llif' US Athletic; 
meet, all three of the 
top fini.slier.s went 
ov(>r a distance of 
8 Tif) mot res or more 
foi’ the first time ever 
Quite iiatuially all 
three were Amer¬ 
icans 

Carl Lewis e x- 
tended Ins complete 
domination of the 
long jump event by 
winning a fjOtn oon- 
secutive time. But 
this time his first 
jump wasn’t enough 
The Star of the Los 
Angeles Olympics 
■was forced to come 
back a second time to 
the pit and this time 
sailed to 8 65 metros, 
the lUh best jump 
ever. In second place 
was Larry Myrieks 
with a lifetime best of 
8.62 metres. Third 


was the winner of the 
triple jump event 
Mike Conley 

Baieiy three hours 
lalci' Lewis made his 
si.'oond siu’m-s.sfu I 
appoaranee wiUi a 
gold medal winiiiiif' 
jXM’loi’maiiee ol 2(1 Li 
seconds in the 200 
medre.s But the next 
day he continued lus 
run of poor pi i form- 
anccs over the shor- 
l«‘sl distance and 
finished .second in the 
too metres That 
looks like one even he 
will never bc' suit^ of 
winning But let’s see 
you tell Lewis that' 
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Moses Magic 


E VKN'j’FUL must be 
the word to de¬ 
scribe the linal day’s 
pioeeudings at the US 
athletic meet at San 
Jose last loi'tnight 
Mike C'onley had just 
cleared 17 87 metros 
for the third bt'st tri 
pie jump in tlie his¬ 
tory of athletics Carl 
Lewis was pushed to 
.second place in the 
too moire dash by 
practice-malo Mark 
Witherspoon But ev¬ 
erything was pushed 
into the background 
as t he Moses-Harris 
grudge-l un Uxik cen- 
trestage 

Danny Harris had 
ended the decade- 
long domination of 
Edwin Moses in Mad¬ 
rid last month, but 
the world chose to be¬ 
hove that it was a 


fluke The young 
challenger had Icj tieat 
the champion ag’ain 
to pi’ove that he was 
truly the best -400 
moti-e hurdler in the 
woi'lri Once was just 
not enough 

But Moses, foi the 
fii’st time ill years 
running as the joint 
favourite, had other 
things in mind Tak¬ 
ing the lead as early 
as the second hurdle.. 
Moses cantered home 
to an easy seven 
metre win ovtir the 
youngei’ Hanis The 
timing WHS far from 
his best (a mediocre 
47.90 .seconds) but 
the important thing 
was that he was back 
where ho helongod 
Harris will take over 
some day But not 
yet. 
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Hie Champitm 
iMepsurts 

David McMahon captures the mood 
after two-time champion Boris Becker 
made his stunning^ second round exit 



The computerised 
scoreboard 
registers the latest 
score. Becker Is 
down triple match 
point Inside the 
stadium a giant roar 
empts: Becker with 
a running forehand 
topspin has saved 
the first. But, 
momentsiater, 
thereisaneven 
louder roar. 
Beckeris huging 
backhand is lon^. 
The chantpkmis 
outbtfdursets 




T here aj% two categones of 
traffic jams at Wimbledon. 
The first is caused by ths 
champion departing: the 
second by the departing ^ 

champion. 

There is a subtle, almost cruel 
distinction. The champion 
depsct^g does so in a blaze of 
gloryJIheTepllca of the gold 
trophy secure in his grasp, thp 
winner’s cheque zipped safely 
away in a compartment of his 
kitbag. He has fought througl^ 
seven rounds and two weeks oW' 
tournament play and his only 
remaining problem involves the 
smooth start to the traditional 
Wimbledon Ball, where he will 
lead the Ladies Singles Champion 
onto the floor. His courtesy ca||V 
glides smoothly away througMBjp 
crowds at the All-England C1\1W'’ 
and he waves to the fans and 
photographers who have waited 
patiently for him to appear from 
the dressing room. 

But things are different for the 
departing champion He has been 
beaten, his reign is over, his hour 
of glory now a distant memory. 

He is the ex-champion now and 
still hasn’t grasp^ the meaning 
of defeat. His problems are only 
just beginning 

Now he has to cope with the 
phantoms of self-doubt, with the 
comments in the press, where his 
ability will be called to question 
and tried in the international 
media's peculiar, exclusive court 
of justice. He will not have his say. 
will not have an attorney to 
represent him. He will be tried and 
sentenced without representation. 
He is taking the first step to the 
discovery of loneliness. 

The crowds wait patiently for 
Boris Becker on the afternoon of 
June 26, wait for a glimpse of the 
beaten teenager’s face. The crowd 
control measures, strict even by 
Wimbledon's standards, are 
insufficient to contain this 
assemblage. Even as Becker 
appears, exiting from the club in 
his red and white Puma tracksuit, 
they clamour for a closer look. But 
Becker, in no mood to pose for the 
cameras, ducks quickly into the 
back seat of the Austin Montego 
saloon oar. 

There is nothing the lady 


chauffeur can do to move forward, 
for the car is instantly 
surrounded by press 
photographers, each trying to 
focus through the clos^ windows 
on the tired features of the beaten 
favourite. For several seconds, 
they jostle one another and 
though the driver lets in her 
clutch, she has to be content with 
inching forward agonisingly. 
Eventually the crowd parts. They 
have their pictures for the next 
day’s papers. 

B ECKER didn't stay till the end 
of the tournament to see some 
other champion raise the trophy 
that he held aloft for two years, 
raising it to each cheering section 
of the cheering Centre Court 
crowd ill turn. No, Becker didn't 
feel like waiting to see who 
succeeds him. Having thought 
initially that he would be in 
London till Sunday July 5 the day 
of the men’s final—he spent part 
of June 26 evening on the phone 
to various airline desks at 
Heathrow, searching for 
reservations on an early plane 
home. 

Is this the most significant 
upset in Wimbledon history? Or 
does that slot remain reserved for 
Rod Laver’s fourth round, four set 
del’eat at the hands of Yorkshire 
strongman Roger Taylor? Laver 
was on line for a third successive 
crown—his fifth in all—but his 
loss was as perplexing as it was 
momentous. Laver had been the 
firm favourite that year, just as 
Becker was this year. But Taylor 


was a singles player of standing, 
unlike Peter Doohan. 

In each case, the player beaten 
was of similar stature. But the 
men responsible for the upsets are 
on two different planes 
altogether Taylor was a 
competitor of proven ability: 
Doohan of dubious quality. Yes, 
the Becker defeat will have to rank 
as the most sensational 
upset—but not the most 
significant result-- in the 
tournament’s history, 
considering the wide gulf 
separating him from his 
conqueror. 

Coincidentally, Laver was here 
at the courts but he was sitting in 
the royal box 'on Centre Court, 
atching Lendl struggle against 
Paulo Cane. And all the while, leas 
than a hundred yards away, 
Becker was slowly but surely 
being submerged by the 26-year 
old underdog from New Castle. 
Australia. 

The coxxrtside is abuzz as Peter 
Doohan serves for the match. 
Outside the court area, in the 
main concourse, the milting 
crowds are watching anxiously as 
the computerised scoreboard 
registers the latest score. Becker 
is down triple match point. Inside 
the stadium a giant roar erupts: 
Becker, with a running forehand 
, tof&pin hassaved the first But, 

1 momen ts later, there is ah gven 
louder roar. Becker’s lunging 
backhand is long. The champion 
is out in four sets. 






Martina—Slelfi: 

The Expected Showdown 


I T is two hours since 
this semi final began 
and Navratilova is 
serving for the 
match. Navratilova has 
' won the first set. Evert 
the second and now in 
this tenth game of the 
final set, it's thirty all 
and no contest could 
ever have been so evenly 
poised 

Evenly poised because 
Martina needs two 
points to get past Evert 
and into the 1987 
singles final. On the 
other hand. Evert needs 
two points to break the 
champion’s serve and 
bring the score to five 
games all in the third 
and final set. 

What a contest' Not 
one of Martina’s 
opponents in the fii'st 
five rounds here took 
more than four games 
off her; none of those 
matches lasted even an 
hour Now Evert keeps 
her on her toes, literally 
and metaphorically, for 
just over two hours(122 
minutes, as the 
statisticians and 
newspaper reporters 
will tell you, with a 
gleam in their eye) on a 
cool, cloudy afternoon. 

This 18 the 73rd time 
they have met in 
tournaments since their 
first match m Akron. 
Ohio. In one of the 
game's most memorable 
rivalries, Martina has a 
slender lead over her 
rival, for she has won 39 
of those encounters to 
Evert’s 84 It is not the. 
last, not by a long chalk, 
but it IS one of their best 
in terms of the level of 


David McMahon watches the 
top two women players of the '■ 
world take their appointed ; 
places on Centre Court at theg, 
expense of a fighting Chris ” 
Evert and an outclassed Pam 
Shriver 






"If s almost like 
Martina is family 
now because 
we’ve been 
together, played 
so many matches, 
seen oflier players 
come and go and 
remained the two 
constant factors in 
women’s tennis”: 
Chris Evert 



tennis produced 
It IS Evert’s 49th 
appearance on Centre 
Court. Navratilova’s 
31 St and the crowd 
certainly gets its 
money’s worth The 
champion breaks the 
Evert serve twice to take 
the opening set 6-2 in 
just 35 minutes I look at 
my watch: it is a furtive, 
almost sly gesture, for I 
am doing a quick 
calculation to see 
whether Evert, like the 


five others who preceded 
her in the singles draw, 
will be guillotined in 
under an hour. 

Not a chance. Exactly 
on the hour, Evert 
breaks serve to lead 4-2 
and even as she serves 
for 5-2, Navratilova, 
stung into a higher 
gear, breaks back with 
impunity and an 
astounding winner 
Evert hits what looks 
like a winning volley to 
the left-hander’s 
backhand. Martina 
gives chase as if on 
wings of heaven. She 
cannot reach the ball so 
she launches herself 
after it. somersaulting 
as she hits a stiff-wnst 
volley, tumbling on the 
turf. The ball sizzles 
away past an astonished 
Evert and Martina, 
open-mouthed as she 
comes to her knees after 
the fall, can hardly 
believe that she has won 
the point, the game 
and—more 

important—has broken 
serve to come back to 
4-4. 

Games go with serve 
and in the twelfth game 
of the set the champion 
IS .serving to stay in this, 
the second set. Evert 
takes the first two points 
and the stadium is 
abuzz. The umpire 
makes an appeal: 

“Ladies and gentlemen, 
in the interests of both 
players, would you 
please keep quiet. Thank 
you.” 

Martina adjusts her 
glasses. A first serve 
makes it 15-30, but a 
double fault 





immediately after, 
makes it 15-40: Evert 
has double set point. 
Martina serves.. .her 
opponent’s return is the 
result of perfect 
anticipation. Evert, 
having read the pace 
and direction of the 
serve perfectly, forces 
Navratilova, following 
her serve to the net, to 
hit a backhand volley 
wide. It’s one set all, 
after an hour and 24 
minutes. I grin, 
thinking of how 1 had 
sneaked a glimpse at my 
watch just twelve games 
ago. 


fllHIS match is wide 
JL open.. .or so it seems. 
Evert serves the opening 
game of the third set and 
Martina forces a break 
point as the server hits 
an overhead over the 
baseline. The 
crowd—and both 
players—cannot believe 
it. Evert serves, Martina 
gets a lucky netcoi'd, 
thwarting the server’s 
lunging attempt to 
retrieve it. Martina has 
the break and holds 
serve to lead 2-0 

In the very next game, 
the third of the set, 
Navratilova has another 
break point but after a 
wonderful rally, Evert's 
overhead forces deuce 
and she goes on to hold 
serve. The crisis has 
been averted, but 
Martina is still cue 
break ahead. There are 
no further service 
breaks and Martina, 
after two hours of battle, 
is serving for the match 
at 5-4. It's 30-30 in that 
critical tenth game, no 
contest could possibly 
have been more evenly 
poised. Evert hits a ' 
backhand return of 
serve that rockets down 
the line. Navratilova 
does not get near the 
ball. Break point: can 



Evert win the next point 
for 5-5? The answer is 
negative, for 
Navratilova’s first serve 
forces deuce. Another 
swinging first serve and 
Martina has match 
point A backhand volley 
and Martina is through 
6-2. 5-7, 6-4 to her 
eighth Wimbledon 
singles final. 

*1 really honestly 
wish" Martina says after 
the match “that we could 
have stopped at thirty all 
in that last game After 
the match 1 had tears in 
my eyes and it wasn’t 
because 1 had won it 
was because Chris had 
l^t I really wish that 
snc could win this 
tournament one more 
time and 1 think 1 would 
have been almost as 
happy if she could win it 
as I am if I win it. At 5-4 


Graf seldom smiles, 
seldom loses 

in that set I thought 
about our friendship 
and then I told myself 
'God, you are ci-azy to 
think about that ’ I 
would have been 
devastated if I’d lost that 
match, but it takes a lot 
away from this victory 
because it was Chris 
whom I beat and because 
she’s such a great 
champion.” 

“No. there is no 
antagonism when the 
two of us play each 
other. I’ve had enough 
antagonism in matches 
to last me a lifetime. We 
were talking when we 
walked off the court 
together but I didn’t 
have a chance to-get too 
sentimental about it. 

You know, when we 


shook hands after the 
match and 1 put my arm 
around her. she told me 
T hope 1 didn’t take too 
much out of you for the 
final. ’ What a wonderful 
thing to say.” 

And when it is Evert’s 
turn in the interview 
room, the warmth 
continues. “It’s almost 
like Martina is family 
now because we’ve been 
together, we’ve played 
so many matches, we’ve 
seen other players come 
and go, but we have been 
the two constant factors 
in women’s tennis ” 

No one’s arguing with 
that. 

And if the first 
semifinal was an 
exhibition of supei lanvc 
tennis from the veterans 
of the game, the second 
was a brief lesson in how 
to destroy your 
opponent in 51 minutes 
The protagonist this 
time was a West Gorman 
teenager who rarely 
smiles and never lose;s i 
It was Steffi Grafs 4 5th 
consecutive win this 
year and probably one of 
her easiest The helpless 
victim this time was 
Pam Shriver. 

The six-foot American 
won just 39 points And 
the fault was not hers 
She just didn't have the 
game to trouble, let 
alone upset, the second 
seeded Graf. Finding the 
most inconceivable of 
angles, using her 
newest weapon—the 
back-hand top 
spin—and hitting her 
VICIOUS forhand as 
accurately as ever. Graf 
swept her more 
experienced opponent 
off her feet. All Miss 
Shriver could do was 
shake her head and 
smile. With the 
electronic sc-oreboard 
reading 6-0,6-2, there 
was little else she could 
do 
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ViHJUAT I should 
• Jiff hat^edQne was 
VV gt} and look for a 
" ■ Ixxjkie. With 
, Jimmy Connors down by 
two sets to love and 
looking down the barrel 
at 1 -4 rn the third, there 
was no way he could 
have won Instead of 
sitting here at this 
computerised telex 
machine 1 should have 
been racing towards the 
.official Wimbledon 
bookmakers 
I wonder, in retrospect 
what fxlds 1 would have 


A iWisHn’, Tkimin’, 
Jumpin', Lungin' Connors 

Mikael Pernfors is eight points away 
from handing out to Jimmy Connors his 
biggest Wimbledon drubbing, till the 
American, quite miraculously, finds his 
touch. The rest, writes David McMahon, 

is history 


got. The seventh seed 
had won only thiiee out 
of nineteen games and 
was only eight points 
away from defeat Had 
pernfors got those eight 
points, he would have 
handed Copnors his 
worst ever Wimbledon 
defeat in hia fourteen 
years here. Even worse 
than his 6-1,6-1,6-2 
drubbing at the hands of 
John McEnroe m the 
1984 final. 

But 1 have never been 
a betting man. Had the 
instinct possessed me I 
would have not been 
flying home economy 
class on Qantas: 1 would 
have probably bought 
my own Concorde. 

, Just two days ago, 
Connors was telling us 
“Grass is a terrific 
equaliser" This is the 
guy who should be 
pushing his kids around 
the park in their prams. 
He’s 34 and he’s still out 
there on the courts of 
the world circuit, 
grinding away against 
the best in the world 
and. come to think of it. 
grinding a few of them 
into the glorious 
battled ust. 

Just when we were 
writing his obituary and 
urging |iim to quit 
before he got his head, . 
blown off', this ageless, 
arrogant strutter turns 





I the clock back and 
makes the semis at the 
French Open, the final 
at Queen’s and tears up 
the history book at 
Wimbledon. 

When he comes 
through four sets 
ag’ainst Kelly Evernden 
in the third round here, 
someone asks him if he 
can appreciate what Ken 
Rosewall must have felt 
like in ’74. Connors 
ponders the point, 
purses his lips and 
answers “Rosewall was 
39 when I beat him in 
the final, but I’m 34. 
There’s no real 
similarity between us, 
not even the way we play 
the game. His tennis 
was effortless, but I’m 
like a pretzel out there, 
twistin’ and turnin’ and 
jumpin’ and lungin’ and 
divin’. I certainly don’t 
know whether I’ll be 
playing at 39 ’’ 

A nd now he’s getting 
mauled by Pernfors, 
the Swede with the 
bootbrush haircut. 

Then, pumping himself 
up as he inches back into 
the game, he sets the 
crowd on fire. 

A Pernfors serve is 
called a fault by the line 
judge but chair official 
Richard Kaufman of the 
United States—a 
professional 



umpire—overrules the 
call and awards the 
point to the Swede. 
Connors cannot believe 
what is happening. 

This is a royal screwing 
he exclaims, the veins in 
his throat bulging. 
Kaufman switches off 
his microphone and 
leans forward, for he 
has not heard Connors’ 
voice above the noise of 
the crowd. Connors, 
unrepentant and 
furious, repeats the 
sentence. He is 
penlously close to being 
■warned for verbal abuse. 


but Kaufman chooses to 
ignore the comment. 
Just two days ago a 
player was fined five 
hundred dollars for 
calling an umpire “an 
idiot’’ and Connors is on 
thiB brink of being 
docked. 

"The overrule is the 
worst rule in the 
game.. .for both players. 
It Stinks’’ he continues, 
really wounded by the 
unexpected reverse: 
coming as it does in 
such a tense situation. 
Kaufman starts to reply 
but Connors heis had 


Zivojinovic, 
mentally 
bombed, 
collapses in a 
heap and lies 
likeadead 
mountain bear. 
It is several 
moments 
before he 
rouses himself 


enough. He starts 
walking back to the 
baseline and makes a 
dismissive gesture with 
both liands, implying 
that his act of dissent 
will not be carried any 
further. 

When he comes back 
from 1 -4 in the third and 
again from 0-3 in the 
fourth, the crowd starts 
to go wild. When he 
drives the final nail into 
the Pernfors coffin. 
Connors, on tiptoe, 
reaches for the sky. his 
fists clenched in 
triumphant salute. The 





Mikael 
Pemfors, the 
Swede with the 
bootbrash 
haricut, got past 
the experience 
of Mayotte and 
was well on his 
way to become 
die fourth 
Swede to enter 
the last eight, 
till Connors set 
the crowd on 
fire 


next (lay’s Giuu-dian 
beui's a classic 
pli()tof> i-uph of that 
moment, captioned 
■‘Arms Apmbo” 

Brilliant, man. linlliant 
photofJ'rHph, brilliant 

captKjJi 

Wc notice that, as 
F’ernfoi's and Oonnors 
wal k off t he c( ai rt—even 
as the stand inj>: ovation 
C!ontiiiu(?s the 
American motions 
Pernfors ahead N<3W, 
we a.sk lurn about that 
Hctrniis "I put my arm 
around him Iwause 1 
wanted U> inish him 
ahead first 1 didn't 
want him to see me pass 
oiu as I was walking 
away ’ 

AS lie iMiiliarrassed 
when IV'i iifors was 
makiuii; luinct-uieiU out 
of him'^ lIe.«’iort.s. jiart 
aniusenu'iit. part 
derision 1 duln I have 
time to get enibarra.s.sed 
I was gi'ttiiig- my Initt 
kicked out there Hut if I. 
had lost h-t. l) 1, d t. 
then I would have been 
cmbariassed ttonnors 
IS standing, leaning on a 
chair as he talks to us 
and dismisses talk of 
injury "I think it's )ust a 
kind of streti.'hed 


muscle, but 1 don’t think 
it’s a problem ’ 

Next day. ttiere is no 
evidence of that 
stretched muscle, TJie 
only thing' being 
stretched out tlierc on 
court n umber one is 
Zivojinovic’s nerves The 
st aiids are packed even 
liel'ore Connors and his 
quai'ter final opponent 
come out into the 
sunshine The fans are 
queing iqi outside, 
wading for spare seals 
'I'here has ni'ver been a 
match alniosplicr(> like 
this licre There is a c<k)1 
breeze blowing acro.ss 
thecourt itisalioutlo 
bring the giant 
Yugoslav .some bad luck 
1 cannot get a .seat 
either, not (>vcn in the 
Press Box 1 spend most 
of the fir.st set on a 
bak'on.i'. hopping up and 
down 1,0 peep over 
peopU's’ lieads There i.s 


little that I can see, so 1 
have to rely on my sense 
of hearing instead The 
usual applause (the sort 
of response we 
word*merchants 
routinely refer to 
euphemistically as 
’encouraging’) niean.s 
that lVi(' Slav has w'on a 
point Crowd g'oes 
Ix'serk’'’ No problem it's 
iust C^onnor.s winning 
anol tier 

Then, fniallv tii-' 

tiebveakovei and 
Cionnors one set in the 
bag. here is space 1 rush 
i 111 only to (ind tlial I am 
j sitting on (he steps of 
I the Pre.ss Box. whetf'I 
I sit and .shiver for fifli en 
1 miiuitcs lx.’forea 
I .lap.inesojournalis’ 

I pusiK’s up, making 
j room for me Thecrow'd 
j IS I’ouig mad Every 
t line Connors wins a 
point, they «‘xult in an 
ear-shaltermg roar. I 


can swear their 
adrenalin is getting to 
Connors. 

As the contest reaches 
the lCX)-minute mark I 
am still shivering but 
Connors is hot. He has a 
break point Loses it. 
Two games later another 
break point. Loses it. A 
third break point which 
he wins Decibels no 
longer matter the 
applause tells Connors 
he cannot lose A 
journalist squee7.es in 
next to me I le explai ns 
that he was at Centre 
Court, watching Cash 
and Wilandcr. but has 
been drawn here by the 
applause, which has 
drowned even that of the 
capacity crowd at Centre 
Court Now. that, believe 
me. IS really something 

Connors is 

accelerating in the third 
set. desjiite 25 ac(‘.s 
against him. Ft i.s the 
clasic contest The 
biggest server on the 
one hand the m.ui with 
the best-equ ipperi 
service I'eturn on the 
other Cornloi's throws 
up an off(-nsive lob from 
the point ol no return 
Ills opponent cannot 
reach it. slipping as the 
lob kisses the basehiio. 
Zivojuiovic, mentall.y 
Ixmilxid, collapses m a 
heap aii'i lies like a dead 
niouiiUiui Ijear It is 
several moments before 
he rou.so.s himself 

The Zivojiiioc ace tally 
rcaclies 27. but there are 
to be MO more Connors 
br eaks serve Has a 
match point for a 
St raight sets w'ln Loses 
It A second match point' 
lose.sil A third loses it. 

A I'ourt h .he's won' As I 
run for the telex room 
and Connors is saluting 
th(' crowd, a thought 
strikes me 

I should have gone 
looking for that bookie 
yestci'day 
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EMcauNten 


H ere she sits, this eighteen 
year old lass with the tawny 
mane and the awesome 
reputation. She has just 
won her flrst round match of the 
1987 Championships and now she 
awaits the inevitable barrage of 
questions from representatives of 
the international media. She sits 
sideways In her chair: perhaps 
when she has become more 
accustomed with the demands of 
fame, she will sit square; 
confidently facing the gathering 
of motley tennis writers. 

That will come in time. But for 
now she simply peeps out under 
her frii^ as there is the usual 
hesitation before the first question 
is asked. She seems almost to be 
waiting for the ordeal to conclude 
so that she can escape down the 
corridor, to the locker room, to 
her courtesy car provided by the 
tournament authorities and 
finally to her hotel. She wears her 
tracksuit, with the top zipped 
firmly under her chin and looks 
ready to retreat at a moment's 
notice. 

Surely there is some mistake. 
This cannot be the prodigiously 
talented heir apparent of world 
number one Mazlina Navratilova. 
This must be some masquerading 
schoolgirl who has lost her way 
down the labyrinthian corridors 
and who is now posing as the 
tournament’s second seed. But 
this is the same person we saw 
here in 1985, losing a tight 
three-setter to Pam Shriver in the 
relatively obscure surroundings 
of court number 13. The same 
person who missed the 1986 : 

Championships because of illness. 
The same person who won her 
first Grand Slam title on the clay 
courts of Paris last month. 

Y es, this is Steffi Graf, 
conqueror of Martina 
Navratilova in the French Open 
final and winner of 40 successive 
matches on various surfaces this 
year. Despite the speculation 
about her shortconungs on grass, 
she has performed almost 
flawlessly in her first round, 42 
minute destruction of Adriana 


Steffi Graf* is tipped 
to take over the 
number one spot 
from Navratilova. 
David McMahon 
witnessed the 
^ German girl's fii'st 
major Wimbledon 
press conference 


Tbs schoolgirl tourist: At the Arc de 
TVtomphs In Paris during this year's 
Open 
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Villagran this afterncx)n Now, 
just as effortlessly, she fieldi^ the 
first question. 

“I enjoyed every second out 
there today It felt very good and I 
played very well," she says, her 
features transformed by a 
spontaneous, flashing grin. This 
child-champion is actually at ease 
in the limelight. Navratilova was 
here in the interview room less 
than an hour ago and she had 
looked weary, drained, her 
vibrant ^nse of humour less 
evident than usual. But Graf is 
almost incandescent, immediately 
at home. 

With her toss of her head that 
sets her wavy locks aruffle. we 
see that she is wearing tiny 
triangular diamond earrings 
(“Sparkle on court, sparkle in the 
interview room” 1 scribble illegibly 
in my notebook) and then, all in 
one breath, she tackles the 
question of another confrontation 
with Martina. "I do not think of 
meeting her. because I’m taking 
one match at a time.” The 
language is English, almost 
fluently spoken, the accent 
though is delightfully Germanic 
in its intonations 

She can guess which question 
follows next Predictably, it dofjs, 
for an American wants to know if 
her 40-match winning streak is 
putting pressure on her at 
Wimbledon “1 do not feel the 
pressure," she says, with another 
grin and a slight, almost 
imperceptible lisp. “When 
something is working so well, 
why should you worry about it? 
Sure, something like this is going 
to end sometime, but I don't think 



abont that.” Now she is actually 
enjoying herself, practically 
anticipating which question is 
going to come next. 

She grins at the inevitable 
question about her grass court 
play and gives it but a moment's 
hesitation before answering,“My 
kind of game allows me to play on 
all surfaces. 1 feel more 
comfortable here than 1 did in 
Paris on clay”. Then she sits back, 
satisfied, waiting for the 


astonished reaction that the 
remark is sure to provoke. Asked 
to clarify that statement, she does 
so graciously, "My movement is 
easier here and 1 am going out on 
grass hoping to play well. Today I 
was not really tested. I played well 
and did not miss too many points. 
Perhaps everything worked a 
little bit too good today, but when 
jrou feel so good out there you 
don’t think that maybe the match 
should have been tougher.” 











S li£ certainly has a point Not 
once during her match against 
ViUagran did she look threatened, 
conceding only two games 
throughout Once on a service 
followthrough she lost her racket 
but even before the return had 
reached her, she was ready for it 
She might not win this title but 
she 18 oeilainly wellequipped for it 
Now someone tries trapping her 
with the tricky topic of practice 
courts Graf wins the point 
without batting an eyelash “It 
was quite different today from 
what it had been like during 
practice, so 1 hope 1 continue to 
feel better on grass Today 1 had 
no problems with any part of niy 
gtune ” Then an afterthought 
strikes her and she searches in 
vain for the word “peak”, adding 
instead “I hope the top of my game 


Tommy HRidtoy 

has not come tix> early ’ She is 
aware that she has used the 
wrong word and there is a slight 
frown No matter the press aren t 
testing her knowledge of English 
here 

This girl had a match point 
against Navratilova at the 1986 
US Open, but had to cope with the 
disappointment of losing that 
contest She then retreated 
tempui anly from the circuit and 
its pressures, spending h< r time 
swimming, taking the family dug 
lor walks and playiiig cards with 
her parents and brolhoi Sitl i ng 
in bar room, sum » nded by a 
variety ol soft toys ind listening 
to the lyrics of Phil Collins and 
Bruce Springsteen slu- had 
searched foi the n,ental strengt h 
to launch her run for the top 

Obviously, the formula has 


proved successful, for she is now 
just a few matches away from 
replacing Navratilova as the 
world Number One How does it 
feel, to be on the brink of that 
histone achievement’ She 
hesitates, aware instantly that 
any comment on this topic might 
ruffle the feathers of the reignuig 
champion A few seconds tick 
away as the pursed lips expand 
into a half smile Graf is allowing 
her self to be pushed into a corner 
Suddenly she bursts into 
laughter, shaking her head and 
saying ‘No comment " 

We ai-e looking at the girl who 
won the 1984 Olympic tennis 
demonstialion event in IjOS 
Angeles despite the fact that she 
was the \ oungest competitor 
there The girl who was tanked 
number three on the 
Hewlett Pat'kard Wl'l A computei 
on March 17, 1988 and who 
dropped to Numbei Four oiil> 
once The girl w ho began playing 
tennis at the age ol fou r w hen she 
bullied her lather Peter Graf a 
tennis ccw h, gave his daughtei 
her tirst tennis lessons in the 
family drawuig rixira using the 
sofa as a net 11 was only when the 
child broke all the bulbs in the 
chandelier one by one that he 
decided to coach hei with any 
seriousness 

But that was fourteen years 
ago She sits here in the intex'view 
rixim as the 1987 Cinderella of 
women's tennis hoping that 
Navratilova will not close the dcK )i 
on her at midnight 

The intei view is ovei Oral 
hurries away probably to tinish 
her school holiday assignments 










it came tumbling down 


N ot yet 20 he was 
well on his way to 
immortality Years 
from now they 
would talk about the 
greats About Fred 
Pen y About Bprn 
Borg About Boris 
Becker 

But suddenly some 
say cruelly fate in the 
form of an unknown 
Austialian inteivened 
The West German 
teeiiagei top seed here 
for the first time was 
the favourite to win his 
thud successive 
Wimbledon title and 
become only the thud to 
do so since 1922 A 
satisfactoiy 

performant e on the slow 
clay at Roland Gar i os 
preceded a predictable 
win at Queen 8 Club The 
sei ves were bcximuig 
The c onceiiti ation nevei 
faltering Theadienalin 
flowing 

The tournament 
autlioi ities disi egai ded 
woi Id lankiugs and 
honoured Beckei with 
the tag of top seed The 
bcxikmakeis followed 
suit An unknown 
punter voiced his laith 
in the champion with a 
120 OOO pound wager 
Ivan Lendl the most 
likely man to snaU h the 
Cl own labelled his 
opponent the favourite 
In short the world 
believed that Boris 
Becker would be the 
name inscribed once 
again on the trophy that 



















yearns for. And quite 
rightly so. The fairy tale 
was failing into place. 

Until, Peter Uoohan, 
the villian of the piece, 
came along. Only a 
fortnight earlier Becker 
had given him a short 
lesson on grass court 
play in the opening 
round at Queen’s Club. 
6-2, 6-4 was the 
Bcorelme. Doohan was 
just another name. 

But this time around 
the two men looked 
equal. Playing their 
second round match on 
court number one they 

With girlfHend 
Benedicts Courtin at 
Queen’s Club prior to 
Wimbledon 


Becker checks the 
names on the Queen’s 
Club trophy the week 
before Wimbledon. 

were at it for just under 
three hours. At the end 
of it all the capacity 
crowd stood stunned 
Becker left the arena. 
Head down. Beaten. Not 
disgraced. Just beaten 
Brought down to earth 
The scoreboard read 
7-6, 4-6, 6-2, 6-4 in 
favour of the 26 year-old 
right hander from 
Newcastle. But tliat 
wasn’t important. What 
was, was the fact that 
there would be a new 
king. No matter who 
wins, Becker had lost. 
That was what 
mattered. 
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SOME GUY! 


Talented, controversial and 
possibly the best. Ian Botham 
remains an enigma 


All transparencws by Colorsport 


Y OU either love him or you hate him. You’re 
never indifferent to him. There is just no 
middle line when you're dealing with Ian 
Terrence Botham. As we paddle down our 
individual streams of life, barely managing to keep 
our heads above water, it is amazing that a few 
people still compel us to take an interest in what 
they are doing—whether right or wrong Botham 
just happens to be one 
among them. One of 
those who matter. 

If it didn't matter what 
Botham did. we wouldn’t 
be writing about him so 
often. Plenty of other 
people play cricket But 
they never affect public 
concern like this man. 

Ever since he arrived on 
the scene with his own 
brand of explosive 
cricket, Botham has 
always made headlines 
Whether for his 
match-winning 
performances (or the 
lack of it) or his 
freewheeling approach 
to life in general. 

Ian Botham is one of 
those people who plan to 
get every ounce they can 
from life Spurning a 
mundane existance (if 
being a top ranked 
all-rounder can be 
termed mundane), he 
prefers to live life to the 
hilt. Better to have tried 
and regretted than not 
have tried at all. Wonder 
if Botham would like to 
put his signature under 
that line? 

Is it right to crucify a 
sportsman just because 
he is brash enough to 
admit what he does with 
his private life? The days 



of Spartan existances are over for sportsmen. The 
sportsman of today is as interested in his financial 
aspects and social life as he is in his sport. 

All of them make money. All of them enjoy a 
perfectly acceptable social life. They drink, they 
smoke, they even get divorced! Then why is it that 
Ian Botham is singled out for attack whenever he 
decides to let his hair down. 

It is not his fault that 
he can smoke the 
occasional bit of 
marijuana and still be 
good enough to 
represent his country. 
After all, the man only 
uses the drug as a social 
stimulant, never as a 
means to better his 
performance on the 
field. What right have 
we to pry into his private 
life and drag all his 
weaknesses out into the 
open? Would you and I 
stand for someone 
dragging out all our 
dark secrets and 
exposing it to the world? 
Certainly not Then, 
why do we do it to him? 

With the amount of 
flak that this man has 
faced, it is surprising 
that he hasn't thrown m 
the towel and walked 
away. Cricket would 
certainly be the loser if 
something as drastic as 
that did occur Instead, 
he has stuck it out 
Shouldering the burden 
of leading his country to 
victory, he has given his 
best years to the sport. 
And yet. we keep taking 
swipes at him. 

Hounded by the 
prying Press every step 
he takes Botham is 
forced to live in the 





veritable srlass house. Everything •' 
he does is scrutinised. Everything 
his family does is watched. All 
because he had the guts to stand 
up and tell the world that he used 
to smoke some dope. Something 
that even fails to raise the average 
grandmother’s eyebrows in the 
psychedelic world of today. 

Here too. there is intrigue. 

When the accusations started way 
back in 1984, Botham swore 
innocence. He even went to the 
extent of sueing the tabloids that 
published stories of his dabbling 
with dope and cavorting with 
pretty girls. And then, just when 


‘ the price. 

Botham was left cooling his 
heels as the expected suspension 
was effected. But even that was 
not enough to keep him out of the 
news. Hie life-long penchant for 
helping out his less fortunate 
brethren, his tsrpically innovative 
approach to whatever he does, aU 
this combined to make sure that 
Botham was back in the limelight. 
His walks—all done to raise funds 
for needy organisations—are old 
hat now. But what has to be 
admired is the spirit that drives 
the man. 

That is what sets him in a class 



everyone was beginning to accept 
that he was just an innocent 
victim of the gutter press, he 
shocked everyone by coming out 
in print with a signed confession! 
That’s the way the man functions 
Weary of all the sniping, he 
must have decided to stick his jaw 
out and dare the world. After all, 
wasn't that the way he played his 
cricket? Wasn’t that the way he 
lived life? While we must 
appreciate the man’s 
straight-forwardness, theTCXlB 
were (»rtainly shocked. How 
could their leading cricketer be 
involved in such matters? It just 
didn’t suit the stiff-collared image 
of theTCCB. Botham had to pay 


New ball partners: Ian Botham | 
and Qraham Dilley 

apart. We are ready to rip him to 
shreds whenever he steps out of 
line, but do we give him enough 
credit when he does something 
truly suimirable? In an age when 
every professional cricketer uses \ 
every spare moment to further his i 
financial standing, Botham has | 

the heart to take tinie out and | 
raise money for chai ity And if his j 
proposed ‘Hannibal Walk' does i 

materialise, it will be yet another 
occasion for the world to stand up 
and applaud the man. 

Ian Botham is a very 
misunderstood man. Naturally 
exuberant—and talented enough 

aa 
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to gfet away with anything his 
exuberance makes him do—he 
just does things first and then 
thinks later. His antics in the 
dressing-room; his innovations on 
the field; his irreverent attitude to 
authority; all point to a man who 
is very open. He enjoys whatever 
he’s doing. Otherwise he wouldn’t 
be doing it. Unfortunately, there 
are many others who don’t see 
things in the same light. 

The differences in approach can 
be best illustrated by comparing 
the contrasting attitudes of Ian 
Botham and Viv Richards while 
waiting to bat for Somerset. It is 
sadd that Richards would be doing 
pu8h-up>s and pumping his 
muscles into readiness. And 
Botham? He would be lounging in 
an easy chair, planning his next 
prank. All you have to do is check 
the Somerset score-book to see 
that he didn’t suffer too much in 
comparison 

Yet another reflection of the 
man can be gathered from what he 
singles out as his best knock. 
Playing his first full season for 
Somerset, way back in 1874. 
Botham went in at 113 for seven 



Botham walks in aid of 
loukaemia research 
(above). In an age 
when every 
professional cricketer 
uses every spare 
moment to further his 
financial standing, 
Botham has the heart 
to take time out 


with 70 runs to get off 15 overs. 
Another wicket fell before he got 
the strike. Hampshire brought 
Andy Roberts b^k into the attack 
And Botham decided to give it a go. 

A Roberts bouncer reared up, 
smashed him in the mouth 
Botham dropped, a couple of teeth 
broken and spitting blood. But he 
refused to go off. Picking up from 
where he had been interrupted, he 
just thundered his way to victory. 
As he puts it, "I was 45 not out and 
minus a couple of teeth. The 
pleasure I got out of that 
performance was worth all that 
pain.” Coming from a man to 
whom hundreds and 
double-hundreds are no 
strangers, it just shows his 
natural will to fight. 

Botham is a born fighter. While 
we have been treated to glimpses 
of this on the cricket field, we are 
now going to see him fight the 
odds to shrug off the adversity 
and re-instate himself as 
England’s leading all-rounder. 

And one of the best in the world. 

Till then, it would help if you try 
and understand the man. 
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I don't ask her (Kathy) to face Mike 
Holding so there's no reason why I 
should be doing this While changing 
his baby's nappy 

The fact is that I have, at various times in 
the past, smoked pot 

I've run you out, you . To Geoff 
Boycott after he had intentionally run 
the English opener out 

Just remember one thing son, you've 
already been killed once before on the 
cricket field To New Zealand fast 
bowler Ewan Chatfield after the two 
had got into an argument 

I'd just love to take them apart every 
time I come across them After signing 
up for Worcestershire; 'Them' being 
former county Somerset 

I suggest Peter Roebuck stays in 
London, where he'll be a lot safer. After 
Roebuck had run his colleague and 
friend down repeatedly 

Pakistan is a place where one should 
send his mother-in-law, all expenses 
paid 

10 THINGS YOU DIDN'T KNOW ABOUT 
BOTHAM 

Likes: End of tours 
Dislikes: Boring cricket 
Ambition: To enjoy life. 
Hobbies: Para sailing, hang gliding, 
ballooning. 

Best Friend: Viv Richards. 

Favourite Drink: Glass of milk. 

Favourite Dish: Kabanois. 

Secret Fear: Being run out on 99. 
Musical Preference: Dire Straits, 
Supertramp, Meat Loaf, Rod Stewart, 
Barbara Streisand and Madonna. 
Favourite Grounds: Ascot, New Market 
and Doncaster. 




I honestly think Ian would like to have a 
friendly punch-up with someone once a 
week just to relieve his pent-up 
aggression Bob Willis 

I think if you made him Prime Minister 
tomorrow he'd pick this country up in ten 
minutes Bill Alley, former first class 
cricketer. 

He needs a father-figure and I need a 
younger brother. Mike Brearley 

He's like a big, soft puppy really Tom 

Cartwright, Warwickshire 
medium-pace bowler and a great 
force in Botham's formative years 

In so many ways Botham is a product of 
modern society with its many 
imperfections Don Mosey, 
broadcaster 

Ian Botham is all mouth. Jeff Thomson 

People put down pint glasses to go and 
watch him play They wouldn't do that 
forme Allan Border 

Botham is a cricketing anarchist He 
respects no rules, bows to no 
circumstances nor does he show his 


younger teammates that he wanted his 1 
team to do well Peter Roebuck ! 



If Botham is an English folk hero, as was 
claimed in The Observer, then this must 
be an alarming time for the nation David 
Miller in The Times 

He's a big softy really . he was the only 
teenage boy I know who would always 
stop and talk to babies and small children 
in the street. Mrs Marie Botham, the 
all-rounder's mother 

We have a complete mad man out here. 1 

Phil Edmonds on the phone to his 
wife while on tour in New Zealand, 
1977-78 

He's all that's best in Britain. Tim 

Hudson, Botham's former manager 

Co m p Sad by Manubhai Shah 
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IAN BOTHAM: 
CRICKET'S LIKEABLE 

ROGUE 

By Mudar Patherya_ 


VEN if the argument whether Ian Botham is the greatest 
all-rounder of all time does not appear to be nearing any 
conclusion it would be safe to assume that he is definitely the 
most wntten-about cricketer of all time 
The non-cncketing Ian Botham would be ideal fodder for 
medium-brow journalism Always newsy Always readable The 
good old Doctor Grace may have been a national figurehead for 
the 19th century England, but for sheer variety, Botham surpas¬ 
ses all 

Confidence was never a problem with him Even as an 18-year- 
old he hit Andy Koberts for a six over square leg Affronted, Roberts pitched short 
and fast Botham stunned, was hit in the face, spittmg blood between broken 
teeth He reluctantly accepted a glass of water, walked back to the middle 
unperturbed and powered his way to 45 not out His boundary off the last ball of 
the penultimate ovei won the game for Somerset ' 

Three years later, when he had been drafted into the England team, he was ready 
for the world Quite frequently, as Bob Wilhs related, the serious team meeting 
before the Ashes Test would be interrupted by a fairly dogmatic reasoning from 
the corner It didn’t matter that nobody had asked the debutant Botham for his 
advice' 

“He did not make much impression on me as an art student,” recalled John 
Forwood, his teacher at Bucklers Mead School, “but I had inherited a good 
badminton team and two of the outstanding players were Ian and his close friend, 
Robin Trevett They were a brilliant doubles pairing, but Ian didn’t leave anything 
to chance I have known him cross off every name on a team I had posted on the 
notice board and put ‘Botham and Trevett’ instead Probably he is best described as 
a likeable rogue ” 

Botham's headmaster was not impressed with the young man On one occasion, 
he summoned Botham and a fnend mto his office There the two were sternly 
rebuked “You are nothing but wasters,” said the headmaster “You will make 
nothing of your careers Youll just drift away You’ll be the people that society 
wants to forget ' 

Botham stayed pursehpped but that incident, he admits now, was responsible for 
him steeling inside and trymg to prove his superior wrong 

Yeai 8 later, Botham's friend and he had a dnnk over that incident at a local puh^. 
Coincidentally, the headmaster walked m just then Botham’s fidend Trevett, by 
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now a successful man, fished out his wallet and addressed the principal. “Right? 
What would you like? A bottle of chsunpagne? Rlease have it. I am the most 
successful waster you’ll ever meet.” 

Botham’s sense of fun ranges from the kiddish to the wierd; he once emptied 
banana pulp into one of the telephone recievers outside the dressing room at Old 
Trafford and laughed his lungs out after seeing it splattered on the face of the first 
in queue. On his last West Indies tour, throwing unsuspecting colleagues into the 
swimming pool was a favourite diversion When acquaintances dwindled, Botham 
would seek out poolside sunbathers with paperfilled polythene bags from his hotel 
room on the seventh floor. "There’s never a dull moment when Botham is around,” 
wrote Bob Willis. “I hope there won’t be too many dead legs and hands burnt by hot 
tea spoons after his prank session is over.” 

Controversy has never been distant, he shoved Ian Chappell off a barstool and 
then chased him out during his days with the Melbourne University in 1976. A 
year-and-a-half later, he had a physical duel with cricket reporter Steve Whiting in 
the car park of a hotel in Rawalpindi Botham brawled with a young sailor in 
December 1980 but was later cleared of an assault charge In 1981 he manhandled 
journalist Henry Blofeld at Nassau Airport. Bahamas. "Seeing the size of him 1 was 
dead scared,” wrote Blofeld, “while he was talking he began to prod me forcibly in 
the chest with^his index finger. Gradually the finger began to curl and 1 expected 
something more solid While the initial exchanges had taken place, quite a galley 
had gathered . ” 

On New Year’s eve, 1983, a Sydney newspaper claimed that he had been involved 
in a fight with Rodney Hogg m a pub. His particularly trenchant comments left 
Botham saddled with a notice from the manager Doug Insole—and E 300 poorer. 

^^DOthsm’S Five months later, he ran into similar trouble once again; the TCCB hauled him up 


I obviously a 

man’s man, 
I and if I had 


after Botham defied their call to stop writing for The Sun. In December 1983, he 
ignored Donald Carr’s appeal to stop playing football for Scunthorpe United and 
avoid possible injuiy before tours to Pakistan and New Zealand. A month later he 
was accused of taking drags in New Zealand When Botham flew to Pakistan for 


met him in any 
other 


the second leg of the tour, he was fined E lOOO for certain rude comments about the 
country In retaliation, Sarfraz Nawaz openly accused him of taking pot 
Botham infuriarated all present at his benefit dinner in Cambridge, April 1984. 


circumstance- 
I s I might not 
have taken to 
him...but I 
also know that 
he is a very 
caring person. 
As we walked 
past 

Pendlebury 
Children’s 
Hospital, near 
fVlanchester, 
some of the 
little ones 


Guests had paid E 7.50 per head. Botham walked out after the first course was 
through but picked up a cheque for £ 5000 nevertheless In December that year he 
was fined E lOOO for possessing 2 19 grammes of cannabis. The drugs were 
discovered in the trouser pocket of the suit he had sent to the launderers in 
Scunthorpe' 

Botham was at the end of a severe warning by the TCCB after he publicly argued 
with umpire Alan Whitehead during the Trent Bridge Test in 1985 That autumn, 
while raising funds for leukaemia research during a walk across the length of 
England, he punched a cop on his helmet When he finally confessed that he had, 
at various times smoked pot in May 1986, the TCCB suspended him from first-class 
cricket till 31 July 

His sense of achievement has been extensive; Botham landed a 31 kg sailfish 
while gamefishing off Queensland coast in 1986-87. Ho came second to Henry 
Cooper when the tobacco industry voted for the Pipeman of the Year in 1983. 
Finding himself at a celebrity amateur gold day at Morecorabe, Botham announced 
his handicap as 84. He stood on the first tee and drove the ball 320 yards to the 
edge of the green. Finishing the round, he whisked off to a local restaurant 
specialising in kingsized meals Challenged to polish off the farmhouse grill, 
Botham wolfed down steak, lamb chop, pork chop, sausage, ham, eggs, 
mushroom, onion rings and tomatoes. Chips came in a separate plate. Botham 
finished his fare in the shortest time the proprietor knew. He then looked across to 


c^ame out and 
Botham was 
in tears when 


ask his wife if she needed any help with her egg mayonnaise! 

Brash, Outspoken. Headstrong. He needed a constant bodyguard during the 
tour of New Zealand and Pakistan, 1983-84. But Mrs Stephanie Mains, a former 
nurse of young leukaemia patients revealed an interesting side of Botham when on 


he saw them. 
He really 
was ” 


his walk across England “He’s obviously a man’s man, and if I had met him in any 
other circumstances 1 might not have taken to him...but I also know that he is a 
very caring person As we walked past Pendlebury Children’s Hospital, near 
Manchester, some of the little ones came out and he was in tears when he aaW 
them. He really was ” 
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Botham was 
not the only 
one to have 
booked out of 
the hotel that 
morning. I 
would have 
done so too, 
exc^t that 

since 
Middlesex 
were due to 
play at Old 
Trafford on 
Wednesday, I 
would be 
staying in 
the north 

CD 


CLOSE ENCOUNIERS! 

Mike Brearley recounts Ian Botham’s 
magnificent performance which won them the 
Leeds Test 


Once In a llteHme! 

ASHES TEST. LEEDS, 1981 

B otham was not the only one to have 
booked out of the hotel that morning I 
would have done so too, except that sinc-e 
Middlesex were due to play at Old 
Trafford on Wednesday. I would be 
staying in the north. It was a pleasure for 
him to book back into the hotel on 
Monday night, and for me to unpack my 
bag again for the 10 30 start on Tuesday 
S<j, how did it happen‘d 

Botham started relatively quietly, 
scoring 39 in 87 minutes before tea He 
said afterwards, tongue in cheek, that he 
was playing for a not out' It was Dilley 
who at first played more aggressively. 
His method was to plant his front foot 
somewhere near middle stump, and 
swing the bat hard at anything to the 
off-siddof where he stood Ho hit— and 
missed—very hard After tea, Ian hit 
even harder. 1 remember some 
outrageous strokes, a wind-up aimed at 
midwicket that sent the ball way over the 
slips, and another that went off the 
inside edge behind square-leg for four 
(He was using Graham Gooch’s bat, who 
claims the patent for the off-drive that 
the Fearnley inside edge speeds awa,y to 
square-leg. ‘He hadn't used it much 
during the match,’ said lari later, and I 
thought there were a few runs loft in it ’) 
Overall Ian played wonderfully He was 
particularly severe on Alderman, who 
was kept on until he was exhausted. 
Botham drove him over mid-off, through 
extra-cover, past gully. He went down 
the pitch and hit him splendidly straight 
for six. 

In the dressing-room, we started to 
think of making Australia bat. 
again —this target, 227, we reached 
while Dilley was still in—and of lasting 
out until the next day. It might easily 
rain on Tuesday, after all. Gradually, our 
hopes became more ambitious. If Dilley 
could stay with Botham until the 
close.,. At a quarter to five, however, he 
was out for 56, playing on to Alderman 
who was by then bowling round the 
wicket to give the batsman less room for 
his shots. This was his first Test fifty; the 


stand was worth 117 in 80 minutes. 

Since tea. the pair had added 76 in 44 • 
minutes. 

Despite this exhilarating stand we 
were in effect only 25 for 8; our elation 
was. realistically, for two magnificent 
individual innings Willis said, fiercely, 
to me. 'Make Chillie play'' We sent Old on 
his way with a mixture of pleas, 
exhortations and thitjats, the latter 
laigely ft-om Willey. Chris is a talented 
striker of the bal 1. but one of those 
batsmen whose initial movement against 
quick bowlers is back towards squareleg 
However strenuously ho orders that left 
f(K)t to sta,y its ground, it always rebels. 
On the tekivision screen, inside the 
pavilion, Wille.y wedged a bat handle 
against Old's bottom, trying to keep it in 
place Chilie did his be.st, and so did his 
back foot Together they accompanied 
Botham as he rcat hed his hundred—off 
only 87 balls and added 67 runs against 
an increasingly desperate side reduced 
by this fierce onslaught from 
magnificence to mediocrity 

What could Australia havedone'^ 1 
know well the ftn^ling ol impotence that 
Botham can engender, we have felt it 
often enough at the hands of Richards 
Howevei-, 1 did ft>el the Austi’alian 
seamers wont on too long bowling their 
orthodox line just outside off-stump 
Admittedly, Botham, Dilley and Old were 
all liable, even at times likely, to be 
caught off the outside edge But. they 
were often hitting the ball tiard. or 
missing altogether, and the edges 
cleared the rapidly diminishing number 
of slips And despite my reluctance to 
bowl Willey I was surprised that Bright 
did not come on at all until the score 
reached 309-8 1 should have wanted to 
try him much sooner, though with a 
defensive field. When he did bowl, he 
came within a hair's breadth of hitting 
Botham’s off stump. 

The dismissal of Old was not the end, 
either, for Botham protected Willis so 
well that he had to face only 5 balls in the 
last 20 minutes, and we added another 31 
crucial runs. At the close wo were 351-9, 
124 runs ahead. Another 60 or 70 runs, 
we felt, and we would actually be 
favourites! 


40 


The morning' was again sunny and 
warm Another large crowd included 
many stripped to the waist (That is, 
down to the waist, a necessary 
clarification, as at least one man I know 
responded at a medical to the instruction 
to strip to his waist by taking off his 
trousers and pants We had no streakers 
at the Tests this year ) My plan was to 
given Bob a burst from the City End, and 
start with Old at the other end 
Wilhs was magnificent Of course the 
main difference between the two sides 
became, as the series went on, Botham’s 
revival as the best all-rounder in the 
world, but almost equally vital in our 
success was Willis, who was the only 
bowler at Leeds, Birmingham and 
Manchester to attack with true pace 
Now, on the deadest of pitches, he bowled 
like a man inspired First he dismissed 
Dyson, whom he forced on to the back 
foot, with a ball that kept low For 
Hughes we put two men back on the 
boundary lor the hook, keeping Getting 
at short square-leg The presence of the 
close fielder makes some batsmen 
reluctant to eschew the hook shot, lor 
fear of lobbing the ball up off splice or 
gloves while playing delensivel.y For 
once the ploy worked nicelv Hughes 
timing his hook perfectly so that it 
carried all the way to Emburey fielding a 
few yards in from the edge )us( behind 
square There was no one I could have 
prefer red to see waiting for such a catch, 
and Emburey caught it nonchalantly 
This wicket meant that Australia were 
29—3. with Willis stiU fresh Yallop was 
very lucky to survive against him The 
first ball he received shaved his 
off-stump, a little later a ball ot similar 
length lifted to take the shouldei of 
Yallop’s bat and soar over the slips for 
four Border had meanwhile been 
struggling gamely, Willis forcing him 
back, now Bob drew him forward, he 
edged the attempted drive, and it flew 
low straight to me I thought it would not 
carry, but it did, and crept through my 
hands 

T that potnt, the score was 105—5 I 
had been uncertain who to bowl at the 
other end from Eftiburey Botham was 
strangely diffident He felt that others 
should bowl before him, the ball was not 
swinging or bouncing—he wondered 
how he would get anyone out on this 
pitch At his suggestion. I had just 
signalled to Willey, down at deep 
square-leg for Emburey, to lo<»en up 
‘Anything's worth a try now,’ Botham 
said ‘At least it’s turning ' Two balls 


later Border went, and now I was 
confident that Botham should bowl 
‘Keep It tight for Embers,’ I told him 
Botham followed part of my 
instruction In 28 balls he was hit for 
only 1 run In this 40 minutes he also 
took the last five wickets There was no 
trace of the Sidestep Queen now To 
Marsh he started round the wicket, as 
indeed he had done earlier to Yallop and 
Border This approach is not so valuable 
when the ball is sv/inging, as the chance 
of LEWS is virtually ruled out but when 
it IS not he often bowls fastei, as he has to 
follow through straight in order to avoid 
running on the pitch His first ball to 
Marsh, which was almost a yoi ker 
nearly got through lus the batsman 
played towards mid wicket Next bail 
was faster Marsh again drove ac rose the 
line missed and was bowled 

Bright came in wit h the sc-oi e 1J 4 6 
Botham, charging in surprised him 
with sheer speed He was plumb LBW 
first ball 114 7 Lillee almost edged the 
hat-trick ball He stayed loi a few overs, 
but managed only three singles bef oi e 
Botham had him caught at the sei ond 
attempt, by Taylor a replica of Botham’s 
own dismissal 24 hours before The scou 
was. amazingly, 120—8 now we could 
offer Kent singles until the end oi the 
over, and attack Hogg For the first time 
1 felt confident that we would win Kent 
tried to drive Botham to leg aiming I 
suspcxit for a 2 between the deep mid-on 
and deep mid-wicket He missed thetiall 
brushed his pad and hit the of f-stump 
This last day was played throughout at 
high tension The crowd of 10 OtXi who 
unlike the last day s crowd at 
Headuigley, had paid the full admission 
charge, alternated between hushed 
silence and great rears of 
encouragement and appioval In this last 
dramatic act. they bayed Botham on 
With the flair that niak«*s him a grt>at 
cricketer, he sensed his chance and 
grabbed it Each time ho took a wieket. 
his arms reached up. his chest filled, 
waist drawn in a picture of exuberant 
triumph It took him only three balls -all 
of which beat Alderman to finish 
Australia off This time he raced down 
the pitch, grabbed a stump, and holding it 
high sprinted from the arena 
Five wickets had fallen for only 7 runs’ 
We had wen by 29 1 uns 
’Keep it tight for Emburey. I d told him 
I could never be quite sure that Ian 
Botham would do what I said' 

Courtesy Phoenix from the Ashes by Mike Brearley 
(Hodder and Stoughton) 
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Five wickets 
had fallen for 
only 7 runs! 
We had won 
by 2B runs. 
'Keep It tight 
for Emburey/ 
Fdtoidhim.l 
could never 
be quite sure 
that Ian 
Botham 
would do 
what I said! 

41 



StATtiTiCS 

Watching Botham’s figuie(s) 

IAN BOTHAM 
FULL TEST CAREER RECORD 




T 

1 

NO 

Runs 

HS 

Avge 

c 

F 

Cl 

Runs 

WktS 

Avge 

Best 

5WI 

1977 

Aus 

2 

2 

0 

25 

25 

12 50 

— 

— 

1 

202 

10 

20 20 

5-21 

2 

1977-78 

NZ 

3 

5 

1 

212 

103 

53 00 

1 

1 

5 

311 

17 

18 29 

5-73 

2 

1978 

Pak 

3 

3 

0 

212 

108 

70 66 

2 

— 

4 

209 

13 

16.07 

8-34 

1 

1978 

NZ 

3 

3 

0 

51 

22 

17 00 

— 

— 

2 

337 

24 

14 04 

6-34 

3 

1978-79 

Aus 

6 

10 

0 

291 

74 

29 10 

— 

2 

11 

567 

23 

24.65 

4-42 

— 

1979 

Ind 

4 

5 

0 

244 

137 

48 80 

1 

— 

10 

472 

20 

23 66 

5-35 

2 

1979-80 

Aub 

3 

6 

1 

187 

119- 

37 40 

1 

- 

3 

371 

19 

19 52 

6-78 

2 

1979-80 

Ind 

1 

1 

0 

114 

114 

114 00 

1 

— 

— 

106 

13 

8 15 

7-48 

2 

1980 

Wlf 

5 

9 

0 

169 

57 

18 77 

— 

1 

2 

385 

13 

29 61 

3-50 


1980 

Aust 

1 

1 

0 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

132 

1 

132 00 

1-43 


1980-81 

Wit 

4 

7 

0 

73 

26 

10 42 

— 

— 

5 

492 

15 

32 80 

4-77 


1931 

Aus" 

6 

12 

1 

399 

149“ 

36 27 

2 

1 

12 

700 

34 

20 58 

6-95 

3 

1981-82 

Ind 

6 

8 

0 

440 

142 

55 00 

1 

4 

3 

660 

17 

38 82 

5-61 

1 

1981-82 

SL 

1 

1 

0 

13 

13 

13 00 

— 

— 

-- 

65 

3 

32 50 

3-28 


1982 

Ind 

3 

3 

0 

403 

208 

134 33 

2 

1 

1 

320 

9 

35 55 

5-46 

1 

1982 

Pak 

3 

6 

0 

163 

69 

27 16 

— 

2 

1 

478 

18 

26 55 

5-74 

1 

1982-83 

Aus 

5 

10 

0 

270 

58 

27 00 

— 

1 

9 

729 

18 

40 50 

4-75 


1983 

NZ 

4 

8 

0 

282 

103 

35 25 

1 

1 

3 

340 

10 

34 00 

4-50 


1983-84 

NZ 

3 

4 

0 

226 

138 

56 50 

1 

1 

3 

354 

7 

50 57 

5-59 

1 

1983-84 

Pak 

1 

2 

0 

32 

22 

16 00 

— 

— 

4 

90 

2 

45 00 

2-90 


1984 

Wl 

5 

10 

0 

347 

81 

34.70 

— 

3 

5 

667 

19 

35 10 

8-103 

2 

1984 

SL 

1 

1 

0 

6 

6 

eoo 

— 

— 

— 

204 

7 

29 14 

6-90 

1 

1985 

Aus 

6 

8 

0 

250 

85 

31 25 

_ 

2 

8 

855 

31 

27 58 

5-109 

1 

1985-86 

Wl 

5 

10 

0 

168 

38 

16 60 

— 

— 

4 

535 

11 

48 63 

5-71 

1 

1986 

NZ 

1 

1 

1 

59 

59“ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

82 

3 

27 33 

3-75 


1986-87 

Aus 

4 

6 

0 

189 

138 

31 50 

1 

— 

10 

296 

9 

32 88 

5-41 

1 

1987 

Pak 

1 

1 

0 

48 

48 

48 00 

— 

-- 

- 

29 

1 

29 00 

1-29 

— 

Total 


90 

143 

4 

4873 

208 

35 05 

14 

21 

106 

9988 

367 

27.21 

8-34 

27 


I Signifies captain throughout series 
** Signifies captain in 1st and 2nd Tests only 


PERFORMANCES HOME AND AWAY 


HOME 

48 

73 

2 

2658 

206 

37 43 

8 

12 

49 

5412 

213 

25 40 

8-34 

17 

AWAY 

42 

70 

2 

2215 

142 

32 57 

6 

9 

57 

4576 

154 

29 71 

7-48 

9 

PERFORMANCES AS 

CAPTAIN AND 













NOT AS CAPTAIN 















Before he 















became capt 

25 

35 

2 

1336 

137 

40 48 

6 

3 

36 

2575 

139 

18.53 

8-34 

14 

As captain 

12 

21 

0 

276 

57 

13 14 

— 

1 

9 

1158 

35 

33.09 

4-77 

— 

After captaincy 

53 

87 

2 

3261 

208 

38.36 

8 

17 

61 

6255 

193 

32.40 

8-103 

13 


90 

143 

4 

4873 

208 

35 05 

14 

21 

106 

9988 

367 

27 21 

8-34 

27 

RECORD AGAINST EACH COUNTRY 













Australia 

33 

55 

2 

1611 

149* 

30 39 

4 

6 

54 

3852 

145 

26 56 

6-78 

9 

New Zealand 

14 

21 

2 

830 

138 

43 68 

3 

4 

13 

1424 

61 

23.34 

6-34 

6 

Pakistan 

8 

12 

0 

455 

108 

37 91 

2 

2 

9 

806 

34 

23.70 

8-34 

2 

India 

14 

17 

0 

1201 

208 

70 65 

5 

5 

14 

1558 

59 

26.41 

7-48 

6 

West Indies 

19 

36 

0 

757 

81 

21 00 

— 

4 

16 

2079 

58 

35.84 

8-103 

3 

Sri Lanka 

2 

2 

0 

19 

13 

9 50 

— 

— 

— 

2-39 

10 

26.90 

6-90 

1 


90 

143 

4 

4873 

208 

35 05 

14 

21 

106 

9988 

367 

27.21 

8-34 

27 


Note Updated to 1st Test against Pakistan, 1987. 



Botham’t emturiM 


Rum 

MIm 

Ballk 

Bt 

4t 

w 

At 

Year 

103 

313 

— 

1 

12 

Nz 

Christchurch 

1977-78 

100 

185 

■— 

— 

11 

Pak 

Birmingham 

1978 

108(a) 

116 

112 

1 

12 

Pak 

Lords 

1978 

137 

201 

152 

5 

16 

Ind 

Leeds 

1979 

119* 

225 

212 

0 

15 

Aus 

Meibouma 

1979-60 

114 

206 

144 

— 

17 

Ind 

Bombay 

1979-«) 

149*(b) 

219 

148 

1 

27 

Aus 

Leeds 

1981 

118(C) 

123 

102 

6 

13 

Aus 

Manchester 

1M1 

142 

337 

214 

2 

12 

Ind 

Kanpur 

1981-82 

126 

196 

169 

2 

19 

Ind 

Manchester 

1982 

208 

272 

225 

4 

19 

Ind 

Oval 

1982 

103 

156 

103 

3 

14 

Nz 

Nottingham 

1963 

138 

236 

167 

2 

22 

Nz 

Wellington 

1983-84 

136 

249 

—- 

4 

13 

Aus 

Brisbane 

1986-87 


(a) 100 off 104 balls, (b) 100 off 87 balls, (c) 100 of 86 balls. 


Ian Terrence Botham is the 

* holder of the World record of Test wickets (367) 

* Only cricketer to score 4000 Test runs and take 300 wickets 

* Only cricketer to score a century and take eight wickets in an innings in the same Test (Scored 108 and took 8 34 against 
Pakistan at Lord's 1978) 

* Only cricketer to score a century and take live wickets or more in an innings on five occasions (Closest are Gary Sobers 
and Mushtaq Mohammed—twice each) 

* Only cricketer to score either a century or take five wickets in an innings of a Test in four consecutive Tesfs-twice 

" Only player in recent times to be named Man of the Match for three successive Tests (in the 1981 Ashes series) 

* First cricketer to score a century and take ten wickets in a Test (Later emulated by Imran Khan against India at Faisalabad 
in 1982-83) 

* Holder of the record for the most sixes (80) in an English season beating Arthur Wellard s record established in 1935 

* On his debut against Australia at Trent Bridge in 1977 Botham took his first three wickets (Greg Chappell. Doug Walters 
and Rodney Marsh) for one run in 14 balls Innings figures Five for 74 

* Against Pakistan at Lord s in 1978, ho took five wickets (Haroon Rashid Wasim Raia, Wasim Ban, Sikandar Bakht and 
Iqbal Qasim) for four runs in 42 balls Figures for the spell were 13 5-7-14-7 Innings figures 8 for 34 

* Against Australia at Edgbast on in 1981, he took five wickets (Rodney Marsh, Ray Bright, Dennis Lillee Martin Kent and 
Terry Alderman) for one run in 28 balls Innings figures 5-11 

' Against Australia at leeds in 1985, he took three wickets (Greg Ritchie Simon O Donnell and Craig McDermott) in four 
balls Innings figures 3 for 86 


A comparison of present-day all rounders 



Botham 

Kapil 

Imran 

Hadlee 

Test debut 

1977 

1978 

1971 

1973 

Tests played 

90 

88 

66 

70 

Runs scored 

4873 

3668 

2589 

2622 

Batting avge 

35 05 

32 17 

32 36 

27 60 

Wkts taken 

367 

311 

290 

355 

Bowling avge 

27 21 

29 40 

22 23 

22 46 

Thousand runs 

21 St 

25th 

30lh 

28th 

Hundred wkts 

19th 

25th 

26th 

25th 

'Double' 

21 st 

25ih 

30th 

28th 

2000 runs 

42nd 

49th 

51st 

54th 

200 wkts 

4lst 

50th 

45lh 

44th 

'Double Double' 

42nd 

50th 

51st 

54tn 

Centuries 

14 

5 

3 

2 

Top score 

208 

163 

135* 

151 

Best bowling 

8-34 

-83 

8-58 

9-52 

5 wkts/inng 

27 limes 

19 

19 

29 

lOwkts/match 

Foui 

Two 

Four 

Seven 

Catches 

106 

42 

22 

36 


Researched by Bhartendu 










The English drag Boris through the .Physically, I don’t think I’m much 
dbl and seriously insult Steffi different from 1982 

Front page headline in Bild, popular Jimmy Connors 

German newspaper r--- ; " " • ; —rrn 


There ere twro tdmfai of pafttmi 
newspapers and rag papers 

Martina Navratilova about the BritWi 
newspapers 



Javed Mlandad is something s|^ 
olal, alley cat of a batsman, most 
dangerous when cornered 

Tony Lewis in the Sunday Telegraph 


Everyone knows what she’s like on 
a tennis court, but no one knows 
What she’s like in private 
Carlo Frey, manager of the German 
language edition of Penthouse maga> 
zine, on Steffi Graf 


A lot of peofrie are passing Judge* 
immt, and we don’t seem to have 
die benefit of the doubt 

Viv Richards 



like Cleopatra's nose and Misting* 
uette’s 1^, that perfect elbow 
alone was worth a poem to itself 
Graeme Hi^ as seen by Christopher 
Wordsw^h in The Observer 


When me pressure is on, the more Ytw can forget ill the 
you open your mouth, file mme tt about Ivory towers. Piass 
comes back to haunt you have never been peaceful. 

Rod Laver cotrimenting on Boris Tad Corbett, in Wisdert'‘Crjfekft'. 
Becker Monthly , 'yH 












ROUNDUP 


JABALPUR 

Sweating It Out 

T he 38th Junior National 
Baaketball Championship was 
organised by Jabalpur Ordnance 
Factories Sports Association and 
Narmada Sports Council. It was 
the worst ever managed 
championship. 

In the month of June when the 
mercury is at its highest (43 
degrees Centigrade) the 
participants had to sweat it out in 
the heat. There was total chaos as 
far as lodging and transportation 
were concerned. 

Under the prevailing 
conditions, the Rajasthan boys ' 
stole the limelight by winning the 
C. Abraham Trophy defeating 
Haryana 80 -60 Rajasthan had a 
very slow start. Whereas 
Haryana, started off with a bang, 
piling up a total of 19 points to 
Rajasthan's 9 Trailing 35—36 
before the interval, Rajasthan 


rushed through and took the lead. 
47—40. There was no looking 
back after that. They demolished 
the Haryana side to win the 
trophy. 

In the girls section Maharashtra 
had to fight for eyer point to go on 
to win their match and the trophy 
against Kerala. 

Devcndra Ramihwa 

DELHI 

Cosco-Radiant Camp 

T he ten-day Cosco-Radiant 
Summer Tennis camp came to 

The Jubilant group of 
Maharashtra boys after their 
victory over Karnataka at the 
12th National Junion Kho Kho 
Championships held at 
Bangalore. 

Tho Karnataka girls proudly hold 
aloft the Nationid Junior Kho Kho 
Trophy 


an end with Lavnesh Chatrath 
(12), Piyush Chawla (13) and 
Mukund Cheudhary (15) being 
awarded the Cosco-Radiant 
scholarship of Rs. 200 each for a 
period of six months. There, 31 
top juniors of Delhi, Meerut and 
Chandigarh were vying for these 
three scholarships. Video film on 
each participant was made and a 
special screening was organised 
to improve the strokes of each 
player 

Vikram Bhatia the 15-yoar-old 
i;telhi Number One, will te 
sponsored by Radiant for all 
tournaments on the Indian circiiit 
this year 

Radiant intends to start a tennis 
academy in Delhi some time in the 
month of October on the same 
lines as the BAT Academy in 
Madras. 

Novy Kapailia 








Top Runner-up 
Nelson Piquet (left) 
and winner Ayrton 
Senna both of Brazil 
spray champagne 
after the Detroit 
Grand PnxXeft 
Seoul city officials 
raise the Olympic flag 
atop the City Hall to 
mark ‘Olympic Day’ 
The flag will be flown 
daily until the end of 
the Olympics next 
year Top right 
Sergei Bubka clears 
6 03 to set a new 
world record in the 
pole vault at a meet in 
Prague Right. Mike 
Tyson (right) and 
Tony Tucker 
announce their title 
Rght. In Las Vegas on 
August 1 there will be 
an undisputed 
champion of the 
world 

Photographs: AP 





















SPORTING LIFE 


All The Same... 

The fcwtball pool enthusiast was bemoaning his 
tough luck with last week’s coupon. “Just one 
goal beat me for an extra week's wages,” he said ^ 
gloomily, to his wife. “The centre forward had the 
goalkeeper at his mercy in the last minute of 
play, but the ball went over the bar. ” 

“Never mind”, said his wife, “the exti’a week’s 
wages would have gone the same way"' 

Batting Partnerslips 

Leading cricket bat manufacturers of England 
are a worried lot. Sales figures are dwindling, 
carbon cxipies of their bats are being made in 
India, and what's worse, finding their way into 
the overseas market as the genuine product. Thf 
only time the player is able *0 differentiate the 
real from the spurious is too late on the field, the 
Indian bogus Gunn &. Mooi es for example tend to 
fall apart just as the batsman executes his best 
shot' 

All Play No Work... 

—The Doc says I’m a physical wreck. 

—What does he prescribe? 

—Take time off from golf and do some work 
instead. 



K/iF ^07" A. PRC0LBM OhJ OFFENSETwo YEARS ASO HIS DOCTOR TOLP HIM TO 
WE PON*T HAVE ANYPODy TALL ENOU£>H TAKE UP EITHER JOSCffMO OR SIMlMMINCS 

TO THE BALL i^TWEEH HIS LESS,.. HE STILL HASN'T M4PE UP HIS MINO T 

u_ . . -- 



Pred Studin^kam, football coach/ 
wVio sHoifld Have known, better 
than to take tHe Head coaoHin^ 
job at 3 School with a powerful 
alumni or^nization.. 













ALLm-nnojaa 


Rain, Rain 

Don’t go away! 

llfiMBLEDON must be 
wW the only place where 
the tradesman pray for ' 
rain. Because when that 
happens, all the hordes 
of tennis fans can do is 
eat, drink and buy 
things. 

While the officials of 
the All England Club 
and the players keep 
cursing the rain and get 
worried as the backlog 
of matches increases, 
sales personnal are 
hoping that the rains 
hold out. Sales at the 
refreshment stalls and 
the souvenier stand have 
shown an 

unprecendented high 
while even the famous 
strawberries and cream 
is selling out! 


■ TKo 

Champ’s 

Cookies 

Will it do the 
trick? 

M uhammad AU 

might have been the 
greatest in the ring. But 
in the cruel world 
outside he certainly is 
finding the going a 
whole lot tougher. 
Retiring from the 
heavyweight boxing 
arena as one of the 
richest boxers. All's next 
step was to start 
investing all his 
hard-earned money in 
business ventures. But it 
seems that the great 
pugilist cannot handle 
his business affairs with 
the same flair as he did 
his bouts. 










Going into the 
business world with his 
trademark 'Champ', the 
first product to promise 
the 'black superman's’ 
punch was Champion 
shoe polish. But that 
was shot down when 
their competitors Kiwi 
filed a suit for 
trademark violation. 
Next was the 
ultra-modern sports car 
that had All's name 
tagged onto it. This 
venture really bombed. 

Now, with an 
estimated $47 million 
loss over the last four 
years hanging over his 
battered head. All is still 
throwing punches. His 
latest one is ‘Champ’ 
chocolate cookies which 
are to hit the market 
soon. Wonder if this will 
prove to be the knockout 
punch? 

Show Some 


It means money, 
y’know 

R WRONG 

Aannouncement by the 
race course announcer 
at Sandown Park led to 
an hour of sheer 
confusion and cost the 
punters a small fortune. 


As the horses flashed 
past the post in the 
Baker Lorenze Summer 
Handicap race, the PA 
system informed 
everyone that Padre Pio 
was the winner by 
half-a-length with 
Vague Lass second and 
Respect, the 7-4 
favourite, third. Pay 
outs were made on this 
result. 

But a close look at the 
photo-finish picture 
revealed that Respect 
was clearly a neck ahead 
of Vague Lass at the 
post. Chaos reigned. A 
steward's enquiry later, 
the correct results were 
announced. All bets 
stood on the original 
‘wrong’ result, because 
the correction came 
after the official 
weigh-in 
announcement. 

If the punters were 
disgruntled, Nick 
Locock, the official 
Judge, was even more so. 
Explaining his position 
he said, “1 wrote the 
correct result down, but 
the wrong result was 
announced. In my 
position on the coiuse, I 
was unable to hear the 
public address, so could 
not correct it in time. ” 

Looks like picking the 
right horse might just 
be enough anymore? 
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STOP 

SCRATCHING! 

Treat embarrassing skin infections* 
with Pragmatar, the trusted anti-fungal 
ointment. 


mn»mn w 



' Dhobl’i Itrh. 

MmlK in i{riiiii driM 
IndKittKiiis lit hull! 
and ri>ddniii-d ‘ikin 


' AtbiHe’s Foot 

ikiurs ml (pi'l 

Iw'lwi'fii lm''i 

lnllll.>lulll^ sitrHiicss 

1 iiH kini; find |>pi'liiii! 
skin 


‘ Rln|{wonn 

Oidir. <ill iivn burii 
Imlii alimis Rmind 
S( ,ll\ Min’' Rod dllll 
ilih\ 


P leasantly perfumed, non staining 
Pragmatar works in 4 vital ways against 
all these skin infections. Firstly, it penetrates 
to every part of the affected area due to its 
oil-in-water emulsion base. Secondly, the 
cetyl alcohol coal tar distillate in Pragmatar 
stops the urge to scratch, giving welcome 
relief and confining the infection. Thirdly, it 
fights the infection thoroughly since it 
contains sulphur, an effective anti-fungal 
agent. Fourthjy, the salicylic acid helps 
infected skin to fall away and new skin to 
grow, thus treating the infection completely. 
No wonder even doctors r — . 

recommend it. Keep | 

Pragmatar handy I 

always. Because skin I Cl 

infection can strike 

anytime. 


From Eskayef, makers of 



PRACMATAR 

Otatawt* •! CM# AlcalMl. 

CM# Jm PIsf H. 


For quick relief from fungal infection 


JVM The Indian 
6fiCchallenge at this 
year’s Wimbledon has a 
good day as Ramesh 
Krishnan and Vijay 
Amritraj both win their 
first round matches. 
Krishnan beats Michael 
Westphal while Amritraj 
is still good enough to 
beat Damir Keretic in 
straight sets. 

Also in the winning act 
at Wimbledon are 
Martina Navratilova and 
Steffi Graf Navratilova, 
the top seed, cruises past 
Claudia Porwick 6-1.6-0 
and Graf also just gives 
two games away as she 
beats Adriana Villagran 

OC June The 

M vNavratilova 
steamroller continues 
its amble as she brushes 
aside the Japanese 
challenge of Etsuko 
Inoue 6 1,6-2 to outer 
t.he third round of the 
ladies' singles at 
Wimbledon 

Sergei Bubka is a hero 
again as he raises the 
world mark for the pole 
vault to 6 03 metres 
Vaulting at the Rozicky 
Memorial Grand Pnx 
athletics meet at Prague. 
Bubka overcomes 
terrible weather 
conditions to raise the 
record by 0.02m. 

OO Juns Wimbledon is 
M Vstunned as an 
unknown Australian 
Peter Doohan upsets top 
seed Boris Becker 7-6. 
4-6, 6-2, 6-4 in the 
second round. In 
keeping with the dismal 
mood, Vijay Amritraj 
and Ramesh Krishnan 
also lose their second 
round matches to end 
the Indian challenge in 
the men’s singles. 


stage at Wimbledon as 
he makes heavy weather 
of his second round 
match against Rickey 
Reneberg on court 
number one. Lendl 
scrapes through 6-4, 

6-7,6-3,7-6. Meanwhile, 
Stefan Edberg cruises 
past Matt Anger while 
Pat Cash and Henri 
Leconte beat Paul 
McNamee and Gilad 
Bloom respectively. 


OEc<>syaU-imiMc) 


Licensed user of Regd Trade Mark* 


IfJmn Ivan Lendl 
occupies centre 


OO Jns Edwin Moses 
MOcomes back with a ! 
vengeance to beat Danny ' 
Harris in the 400m 
hurdles in the US | 

athletics 
championships. 

West Germany boat 
Soviet Union 5-2 but still 
have to wait till The 
Netherlands beat 
Australia 2-1 to start I 
celebrating their ! 

Champions Trophy I 
victory at Amstelveen 

AQ JUIM Sweden have a 
M vgixid day at 
Wimbledon as Anders 
Jarryd, Mikael Pernfors 
and Mats Wilandcr all 
post victories. Jarryd 
beats fancied Miloslav 
Mecir, Pernfors outlasts 
Tim Mayotte and 
Wilander beats 
fellow-countryman 
Jonas Svensoii 

O A JhhB Wimbledon 
Ollenters the 
quarterfinal stage with 
Martina Navratilova and 
Chris Evert leading the 
way. Also making the 
grade are Steffi Graf, 
Gabriela Sabatini, 

Helena Sukova and Pam 
Shriver. In the men’s 
section, the eight are; 

Ivan Lendl, Jimmy 
Connors, Pat Cash, 
Mikael Pernfors, Mats 
Wilander, Stefan 
Edberg, Anders Jarryd 
and Slobodan 
Zlvojinovic. 




O ira of the biggest 
nusooncepti^s 
that everyone who 
exercised 

nurtured was that the 
bigger your muscles 
are, the stronger you 
are But that was years 
ago Now. with BO much 
of research having gone 
into exercising, we are 
well aware of the fact 
that muscles can be 
enlarged without much 
increase in strength, 
and having huge 
muscles might not be 
such a good idea in the 
first place 
What has to be 
understood is that big 
muscles do not 
necessarily have to be 
strung muscles And 
that strong muscles do 
not necessdi ily mean 
better performing 
muscles And that 
bettei pet forming 
muscles do not 
necessarily mean 
healthier muscles The 
champions of today have 
realised that muscles 
should be the right size 
for each activity If 
you re pitting yourself 
against heavy loads 
then you need massive 
muscles but otherwise 
there s not real need foi 
size 

Unfoi tunately this bit 
of wisdom hasn’t yot 
filtered down to all our 
body-buildmg centres 
People still keep adding 
on the 10-pound plates 
m the hope that they'll 
put on a couple of more 
inches on the biceps 
That’s fine if you’re 
edmmg for the Mr 
Universe titles But if 
you’re just looking to 
keep fit. then big 
mnscles are not what 
you need Okay, it might 
help in getting you a 
couple of admiring looks 
when stroll down the 
foad m a tight T-shirt 
but what use are all 



FrFNESS 


Big muscles don't 
necessarily make 
’ you stronger 


those big muscles when 
you’re not doing 
anythingavith them’ 
This whole thing c»n 
be traced back to t^e 
early 19008 A certain 
Dr Dudley Sargent of 
Harvard University took 
the existmg calisthenics 
exercises and 
gymnastics and 
modified them to help 
produce the perfect 


physique 

Unfortunately, fitness 
wasn’t the goal The 
delusion persists even 
today Most people keep 
the unageof a Qreek g^ 
floating m their mind as 
they crank out their 
push-ups or 

bench-presses It doesn't 
matter what the 
individual differences 
are everyone does the 



samaqort of exercises 

What is important 
here is that you have to 
do exercises that are 
suitsdite fbr your bcxiy 
You’ve got to deoids 
what you want from the 
daily half-hour that you 
spend on your body If 
you’re looking for a 
great phjrsique and 
nothing else, then go to 
the gym and keep 
pumping iron But if 
you’re just looking fbr 
an overall sense of 
fitness, then there’s no 
need for building huge 
muscles 

A good fitness 
programme will build 
muscles but that isn’t its 
primary objective The 
major objective should 
be to develop a 
high-quality body which 
possesses vigour and the 
capacity to resist strain 
and stress After all 
more muscle means 
more body weight And 
that means you’ve got to 
lug around more kilos 
when you move It’s 
almost like being obese' 

If you’re into exercise, 
and are doing it to keep 
fit then do just enough 
to keep your muscles m 
shape Don’t bulk up and 
end up looking like 
huge man-muuntam 
because all that bulk is 
going to slow you down 
eventually Just make 
sure that your muscles 
are strong enough to let 
you do whatever you 
plan to do 

Similarly don’t treat 
exercise like something 
that you have to do You 
should do your daily 
workout because you 
enjoy doing it Matter of 
fact, you should look 
foi ward to your session 
rather than face it with 
growing dread When 
that happens you know 
that you re doing 
yourselt more harm 
than good 
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Crossword 373 



ACROSS 

I Ternbfe tennis player especially 
for his opponents (5) 

3 A Bndge of a cncketing venue (5) 

4 Tennis player of the Seventies 
begins with a golfing term (5) 

6 The circuit around the ground 
especially in athletics (3) 

8 Boxer ends in the negative (5) 

9 Country that leading billiards 
player Paul Mifsud represents 
returning (5) 

10 Competitive outfit in Calcutta s 
first division soccer league (1 1 
1) 

13 The first woman to win the 
Olympic 100m twice in 1964 and 
68 comprises a fork (4 1) 

14 Reputedly the fastest of all sport 
returning (1 4) 

15 All physique but no neck this big 
English fast bowler (5) 

DOWN 

1 This stop IS usually placed 
behind the wicket keeper in 
school games (4) 

2 Difference between the scores of 
two teams in a cricket match (4) 

3 Wimbledon winner in the Fifties 
comprises an Egyptian sun god 
(7) 

5 The Flying Finn (511) 

6 Tennis shot (3) 

7 Golfing term has a paternal start 

(3) 

II Sports Shoe with the second 
name of Tiger (4) 

12 To release a prisoner in 

consideration for security may be 
mistaken for a cricket equipment 
(4) 

Exceltont: 18-16, Good 15-14, Fair 

13. 


QUESTIONS 

1 Who founded the 
International Tennis Hall of 
Fame*? Where*? When*? 

2 What was the middle name of 
Maureen Connolly the first 
woman to win the Grand 
Slam'm tenms*? 

3 ‘Maureen Connolly was 
called “Little Mo Can you 
explain the nickname*? 

4 Who developed the VASSS 
(system of scoring in tennis)*? 

5 When was basketball 8 Hall of 
Fame founded and after whom 
it 18 named*? 

6 Who was the first basketball 
player to be elected to the Hall 
of Fame*? 

7 Who was the fii st pi ofessional 
basketball playei elected to the 
Hall of Fame*? 

ANSWERS 

1 James H /an Alen in the 
original buildings of Casino a 
ianious priv ite club in 
Newpoi t Rhcxlc I&land (USA) 
in 1955 1 he c'ub was, one of 
the early homos of lawn tennis, 
in the USA 

2 Catherine 

3 The invincible battleship USS 
Missoui 1 was known to 
everyone as Big Mo A spoil 
writei fi om San Diego 
(Maui een s home town) 
pinned the nu kname on her 
because like the battleship 
she had evei y weapon she 
needed and she had the will 
and the spirit to use them all 

4 James H Van Alen (Sec 
answer toQl above) 

5 In 1959 It IS named 



‘*Nai8mith Basketball Hall of 
Fame" after Dr James A 
Nainimth, tfie inventor of the 
game 

6 Dr Forrest C Allen 

7 Edward Watcher 

QUESTIONS 

1 What Is the maximum weight 
of a cricket bat*? 

2 Who IS the youngest umpire to 
have 'stood' in a Test 

d Only three batsmen have 
scored a double-century in 
thoir debut Tests Who are 
they*? 

4 Hanif Mohammad s 337 (vs 
West Indies at Bridgetown in 
1957 58) IS the longest 
individual innings in Test as 
well as in St class cricket How 
long did it last*? Who comes 
second to Hanif Mohammad in 
this respect*? 

5 Who has scored the slowest 
ever double century m Test 
cricket*? 

6 Who IS the ill St Indian 

c ricketer to score a centur y in 
his fir st Test innings as 
captain ? 

7 Which IS the longest innings 
by a player on debut*? 

ANSWERS 

1 The law of c i icket does not lay 
down any maximum weight 
for the bat 

2 (Probably)GeorgeCoulthaid 
who stood in the only 7 eat 
mate h played by 1 jord Hai i is s 
1878 79 touring team 
(Australia vs England in 
Melbourne) He was only 22 
year s and 154 days old on the 
fust day 

3 R E Foster—287for England 
vs Austi aha at Sydney in 
1903 4 I^iwrencx* Rowe—214 
lor W Indies vs New Zealand 
at Kingston in 1971 72 and 
Brendon Kuruppu 201 for 
Sri Lanka vs New Zealand at 
Colombo in 1987 

4 970 minutes lien Hutton (797 
minutes) 

5 Brendon Kuruppu (201 in 777 
minutes vs New Ze^and at 
Golombo in April 1987) 

6 V S Harare 

7 Brendon Kuruppu s innings 
of 777 minutes (See answer to 
Q 5 above) 


Ranirt Ghou 
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In the second extract from this book, Graham 
Thompson has maintained the same level of 
ingenuity that he set in the first. The book is 
published by Queen Anne Press and distributed in 
India by Marine Sports, 63A Gokhale Road (North), 

Dadar, Bombay 400 028 



iddle Stump 

Thi pt ized stump—the ultimate joy of 
any bowh r is to waU. h the middle stump 
i urtu heel through the air 

‘I’ve found that 
box thingy of 
yours, Arnold!’ 




















Lew 

Leg before wuket When a bat<iman is 
given out by the umpire because part of 
his body usually his legs, have stopped 
or deflet ted a ball that would have 
stria k fh( wicket 

‘If the vicar 
insists on 
wearing one 
pad, I wish he 
would learn to 
put it on the 
right leg.’ 



No-Ball 

An illegal delivery called by the umpire, 
lesuitiiig tn an extra run being added to 
the s( ore of the batting side If the 
batsman hits the ball he may run as 
though the di livery was legal The 
usual cause of a no ball is the bowler 
putting a foot OIK r the crease in his 
run up 

‘He says he’s 
ever so sorry he 
chewed your ball 
and he would 
like you to finish 
your game with 
his.’ 

^ _ _ 








adding Up 


A bathman does this before walking to 
the wiiket in order to protect his legs 
from the ball Thigh pads and arm pads 
are also sometimes worn (mainly by 
sissies) 

‘Anyone seen the 
spare helmets?’ 


Q uick Runs 

Taken by batsmen who decide that they 
can get to the other end of the wu kct 
before the fielders (an reti leve the ball 
Often they find they can't 

‘He just cursed 
your brother’s 
restaurant and 
ran.' 







IRIiun-Up 

Steps taken by a bowler before he 
delivers the ball. If a spinner or slow 
bowler he will only take a few steps hut 
a genuine 'quickie’ might start his run 
at the foot of the pavilion steps. 

‘And he’s only de 
slow bowler, 
man!’ 


■aking Guard 

On going to the wicket a batsman will 
choose a stump as a positional guide for 
his stand at the crease. He will place his 
bat upright in front of the selected 
stump and ask the umpire at the 
bowler’s end if the chosen stump is 
correctly guarded by the bat. 

‘If you’ve 
finished 
familiarising 
yourself with 
the crease 
Ty ttenhanger, 
we’ll start the 
over. 
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'^\^rker 

A pretty lethal delivery which takes a lot 
of diggiT^ out and usually results in a 
desperate 'jarring block as the batsman 
tries to prevent the ball from shooting 
under the bat 

‘Careful our 
Cedric—I’m only 
in’t carpet 
slippers.’ 


Zat! 

A shortened version of the cry 'How’s 
that’ or 'Howzat', usually a frenzied 
appeal from the fielding side and its 
supporters demanding that the umpire 
gives the batsman out 

‘God I hate these 

theatrical 

fixtures.’ 
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W ONDER how a 
certain grentle- 
man in London 
is feeling- rig-ht 
now? Shocking the 
world with his £ 120,000 
wager on Boris Becker 
completing his hat-trick 
at Wimbl^on. he must 
have been even more 
shocked when a 26-year- 
old unknown fi-om Au¬ 
stralia burst his—as well 
as Becker's—bubble. 
Playing the best tennis 
of his life, unseeded Pe¬ 
ter Doohan must have 
been blissfully unaware 
of how many fortunes he 
blasted to smithereens 
as he went about meticu¬ 
lously dismantling the 
reigning champion’s 
powerful serve and vol¬ 
ley game. 

Wimbledon and bet¬ 
ting go back a long way. 
While the nerve-centre 
of all the betting is 
obviously London and 
more specifically, the 
All-England Club, we in 
Taraway India also have 
our own bucket shops. 
There are fortunes to be 
made—and lost. All you 
have to do is pick the 
■ right name from a list of 
128. 

Picking up their cues 
from the All England 
Club, where bookies will 
give you odds on almost 
anyone and anything, 
our self-appointed 
bookies also run parallel 
books for gambler and 
tennis fan alike. Why, 
you could sit in Calcutta 
and bet whether it was 
going to rain on a par¬ 
ticular day at Wimble¬ 
don. After all. the En¬ 
glish bookies were offer¬ 
ing tempting odds of 28 
to one for rain on the 
second day. Odds that 
quickly went down to 25 
to one as the skies dar¬ 
kened threateningly. 
Still, 25 to one is enough 
odds to make any true 
gambler’s blood race. 
_ 


William Hill, the book¬ 
makers, went even one 
better. They offered 33 
to one that rain would 
interrupt or prevent 
play on Centre Court on 
all the days of The Fort¬ 
night. 

There is this friend of 
mine who is a compul¬ 
sive gambler Unfortu¬ 
nately. he IS also a Jim¬ 
my Connors fad. Prefer¬ 
ring to let his heart lead 
his head, he religiously 
puts his money on the 
aging American war- 
horse. Needless to say, 
he hasn’t made money 
since 1982' There is this 
other gentleman I know 
who even went to the 
extent of calling London 
to place £50 on Miloslav 
Mecir. Pleas, that the 
Czech of the delectable 
touch is yet to get the 
measure of Wimbledon 
grass, fell on deaf ears 
as the gambler in him 
took over. A few days 
later, he was £50 poorer. 

You could easily 
segregate the type of 
people who pull out their 
wallet to back their 
words. 


The first type is the 
out-and-out fan. He be¬ 
lieves that his hero just 
cannot lose; Or atleast 
lives in the eternal hope 
that his player is even¬ 
tually going to start 
winning. 

The other type is the 
gambler. Shrewdly 
studying form, he care¬ 
fully balances the odds 
wih the tournament 
draw and then places his 
bet. There is an absolute 
lack of emotional 
favour. His making 
money and the satisfac¬ 
tion of picking a winner 
are more important than 
matters of sentiment 
and emotion. 

There is one guy I 
know wlio will spring 
money'.on anyone who's 
playing against John 
McEnroe. He’s the emo¬ 
tional type He hates 
McEnroe Hence the 
readiness to back any- 

Having taken heai-t 
from the relatively open 
field this year, I’ve gone 
and done it again .'Put 
my pants on Cash, that 
is 



one else. There is 
another who prefnv to 
gb for the big money, 
His wager for this year’s, 
Wimbledon? A West Ger¬ 
man double. Steffi Gi«f 
onto Boris Bebker. His 
money did not roll 
beyond the second 
round. 

As for myself. I’m a 
diehard Pat Cash fan. 
Ever since that guy 
started doing his stuff 
on court, I’ve somehow 
been convinced that he’s 
headed for the big time. 
And I’ve been losing 
money on him since. 
Call it my fancy to pick a 
full trier and hope for 
the best. Or just a bull¬ 
headed attitude that sees 
me the poorer more 
often than nOl. But the 
fact is. I like the man’s 
game. Unfortunately he 
just can’t seem to hold it 
all together when it 
counts the most. 

Having taken heart 
from the relatively open 
field this year. I’ve gone 
and done it ogam. Put 
my pants on Cash, that 
is. Although something 
at the back of my mind 
keeps telling me I 
should hedge my bet on 
Stefan Edberg. He’s the 
dark’un after all. 

But my man's doing 
fine so far. 1 smirked as 
he cruised past Marcel 
Freeman in the first 
round. Grinned; as he 
went past Paul 
McNamee. Reduced my 
finger nails to stubs as 
he edged past, Michel 
Schapers. Sat eaby as he 
had it easy a^ajnst Guy 
Forget. And now, even 
as 1 sit in front of the 
typewriter, the news has 
just filtered in tfi^ he’s 
two sets ahead of' Mats 
Wilander in .' the quar¬ 
ters. What? Cash’s 
through! 'I 

Yes. My m^ey^s still, 
on! 

Y.T.PwiI 
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ICawasaki-Bajaj KB 100. 

1>«toughest, raciest, safest motorcycle of them all. 

Japanese technology effectively adapted for Indian roads. 

The KB lOOisbroughttoyoubyBajasi, India's premier * 
twoand three-wheeler company, and Kawasaki, the Japanese 
h^h technology giant. Kawasaki has nailed history to its door ^ 
by making the fastest motorcycle in the world. 

The KB 100 comes with the celebrated advantage of 
Bajaj's countrywide network of sales, senrice and spare parts 
deal^. At each centre, mechanics specialty trained at the,^ 
fadoryensurethatyourmotorcycle is maintained in 
l»imecondition. ' 

RidetheKawasaki-BajajKBKXJandyou'll 

s^}|;»edatey^yyou|ustcan‘tbeata6ajaj.. 
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Hlsf»iscatlNmllie 'tJtle Master' 


1^ Sunit Qava^ says, Tm a Sinerfighter. 
And I warn my son to be one too. Whk:}! is wh^ 
I’ve started tKirtiing him young. With Foiiian’s 
Fluoride toothpaste the Superfightor 
against cavities”. 

Bacteria act (m food particles. And release ^ 



adds that cause Forttan'eSuperfig 
has actnm Fiuofide that hanisnaio^ 
Tor^staddahaik 


tongerWe. 

Over to Sunn. “1 give my son Forhan’s 
Jgv Care. Doybu?”. 
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9 The splendour of 
Imran Khan is 
perhaps the most 
spectacular 
phenomenon of 
present-day cricket At 
Leeds, the bi illianoe 
scorched England to 
submission when 
Pakistan achieved an 
innings victory with 
their mert urial skipper 
so fittingly winning the 
Man of the Match award 
A flashback on the 
drama 


JF| Not an Indian 
team Just 
Ubhaandthe 
rest That is the sordid 
talc of the Indian 
lopi estutation in tlit 
foi tlu oming Asi 111 
liack&l<ield Mii t at 
bingapoii Rupindci 
Singh 1 valuatc s t he 
St lengths of the Indian 
contingent Plus An 
iiite'viow with Vanclana 
bhanbaph and tlu UR 
prepares fox the World 
Athletics me rt at Rome 




If) C asli the King 
^‘mblednii 

Miw or owns its new 
monat cli Austr alia 
celebrates the ar rival of 
her tennis mtssiah And 
Mai tina Navratilova 
Powerful invincible 
Will she ever stop 
winning Wimbledon'^ 
David McMahon and 
Rohit Rr gnath piece 
togethe‘i thediamaol 
Wimbledon 87 
Exclusive picture's b\ 
Tommy Hin(lle\ and 
Coloispoit 








UshaNeedSA 

Mtaade 

I HAVE keenly followed the 
article on P T Usha by 
Pradeep Paul and the 
experts opinions on her 
prospects in the Seoul Olympics 
compiled by Novy Kapadia All the 
points that have been discussed on 
the Sprint Queen of India have 
now raised a bi^ question, and 
that 18 if Usha failito win a medal 
in the Seoul Olympics then how 
long must we wait to see an Indian 
achieve this land mark‘d The 
up-to-date facts and figures on 
Usha as mentioned in the articles 
clearly reveal the fact that she has 
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no chance of winning a medal in 
the Olympics 

If she does, then it can only be 
called a miracle And since the 
arena of sports abounds in 
miracles and the unexpected we 
will have to wait with our fingers 
crossed till one occurs for Usha 
and India 

MADAN MOHAN NATH. 
Calcutta 

Move Over Namblar 

YOUR cover story ‘Can Usha Win 
a Medal?'was interesting Usha 


can break the 50 seconds and the 
54 seconds barriers in the 400 
metres flat and the hurdles 
respectively if she concentrates 
very hard and trains under 
someone like Debbie Fhntoff 

Also, it IS high time her coach. 
Nambiar took a back seat He has 
already done enough harm to her 
world and Olympic prospects 
From 17th in 1984 to 40th in 
1987 What a comedown' 
AMTTKR DAS. 

Calcutta 

Mlandad, The Pick Of Tbe Lot 

ENGLAND recorded one of their 
most scintillating victories in the 
third One Day international when 
they defeated Pakistan by one 
wicket to lift the Texaco Trophy 
But it was Javed Miandad’s 
stupendous batting display which 
won him ‘Man of the Series’ award, 
which he richly deserved 

Miandad was certainly the 
cynosure of the English 
spectators, hitting 113,71 not out 
and 68 in as many matches His 
impecable batting is evident from 
the fact that he has scored 
consecutive 8 half centuries in 
One Day internationals and in the 
process has amassed a total of 595 
with an average of 148 77 He is 
the pick of contemporary batsman 
in the world today and is a boon 
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What Went Wrong Kill? 

GOING through the stastics, one 
notices the sorry plight of 3yed 
Kirmani He has always been a 
scafiegoat and a victim in the 
hands of the Selectors With 88 
Tests and 198 victims to his ci-edit 
his career was abruptly cut short, 
had he been allowed to contmue he 
would have been the only wicket 
keeper in the world to have played 
ICX) plus Tests and with more than 
200 victims to his credit This 
would have ranked him with suc'h 
all time greats as Marsh and Allan 
Knott 

After seeing the poor 
performance of the three wicket 
keepers who have replaced in 
recent years the evergreen and 
agile Kiri. one fails to understand 
the drastic step taken by the 
Selecjtors After all Kin, like 
Gavaskar was still performing 
well both in front and behind the 
wiol|ets What went wrong‘d 

The Selectors would be wise m 
recalling Km (who is gomg great 
guns with the bat and has 
knotched up two centuries m 
Ranji Trophy this season) and 
utilise his much needed 
uxpenence and skill in the 
forthcoming Reliamce Cup to boost 
India’s chances 

ASHA. RAMESH & SHESHAOJRI 
RAO, 

Bangalore 










gMxrMiirr 




fllHE Seleotror’B action 
A took me entirely by 
surprise. He came 
quickly towards me, 
bowed and almost 
touched my feet when I 
stopped him. Let me 
confess I was (juite 
alarmed at this action. 

“What are you doin^” I 
exclaimed, giving him a 
hand to pick himself up. 

“Ha, touching my feet. 

Do you think I am 
Kamlapathi Tripathi or 
someone like him?” 

But the Selector was 
unfazed. “How can you 
understand the 
problems of selectors?” 
he wailed. “It’s better to 
be in the good books of 
everyone, particularly 
these press chaps. And, 
in the part of the 
country from where I 
come, touching the feet 
of elders is part of our 
culture, tradition.” 

“Maybe so.” I said. “Do 
you regard me as an 
elder?” Then I had a 
flash of inspiration. “It’ll 
be better if you chaps 
can pensuade some of 
our cricketers to bend 
down and .touch their 
own feet 100 times daily. 

Such an exercise would 
make them fitter.” 

“Ae if they would 
listen to us.” sulked the 
Selector. “Anyway, let’s 
come to the point. Why 
this sudden 
mudslinging on us, the 
selectors? If the team 
flops, it’s the captain 
and the players who 
should be taken to task, 
not the selectors. That is 
one of the fundamental 
rules of cricket.” 

“You are right,” I agreed. ' 

“People should know that we chose teams to 
dominate but not to win," he explained “Suppose, 
we play five Tests. The selectors are happy if we 
dominate four of the matches anijl lose one. The 
moral victory is ours. ” '» < 

“Yes, and don’t forget, even when we lost the 
Bangalore Test against Pakistan, we dominated the 
match till the dismissal of Gavaskar”. 

I said, “You chaps have donek wonflerful job. 


What more can one 
expect from the 
selectors?" 

The Selector smiled 
wanly. “I am glad you 
understand our 
position,” he said. “And 
as for the one-dayers 
against Pakistan it’s all 
the fault of the national 
mints. They don’t make 
coins as they used to.” 

“What do you mean by, 
that?” I asked. “I mean, 
this talk about the 
national mint and so 
on?” 

“Isn’t it obvious?” the 
Selector cried out. “If 
Kapil calls out ’heads’, 
it’s always ‘tails’; and if 
he calls out ’tails’, it’s 
always 'heads’. And we 
can win. only if we win 
the toss. I wish someone 
orders an enquiry into 
the working of the 
national mints. Or, we 
may have to use foreign 
coins, like we use 
foreign cricket balls.” 

“We have to take this 
decision before the 
Reliance Cup matches 
start, I pointed out. “I \ 

hope Salve Saheb and j 

Madhavrao Scindia can ! 

sort out this problem. ” | 

“Do you understand. ( 

The selectors have 1 

nothing to do with our ' 

defeats m one-dayers,” 
the selector repeated. 
“And before I go ahead, 
let me comeback to this 
issue of feet touching. 

As I said earlier, it’s a j 

mark of respect, not | 

grovelling, let me 1 

repeat, not grovelling." 1 

“What have you got | 

against grovelling?” I | 

asked | 

The Selector paled. I 

“All right, all right,” I laughed. “Now you also j 
mentioned something about the dropping of Kapil j 
from the Calcutta Test against Gower’s Englishmen?” ■ 
“Certainly,” said the Elector eagerly, ' Why do 
people blame Gavaskar for this? It was our decision, j 
unanimous decision; we mooted the idea, carried it j 
out as our gift for Sunil. Selectors can be j 

indisciplined, miss out even Ranjit trophy finals, j 

but not some players. ” i 


The Selectors’ 
Flight 





A s the Reliance Cup 
draws closer, 
confusion for the 
associations 
hosting the matches in 
India increases 
Denominations of 
tickets have yet to be 
decided and the 
mechanism of getting 
the tickets printed has 
been inevitably delayed. 

"It IS the responsibility 
of the association 
hosting the matches to 



print the tickets," said 
Sharad Kotnis, 
treasurer of the Bombay 
Cricket Association. 
“Normally we are 
intimated about 3-4 
months in advance 
about the guarantee 
money and the terms 
and conditions Tor 


staging the nmtch, 
which in turn helps us 
to outline our Budget foi- 
the game i.e. the 
payment to be made to 
the players, observers 
and the umpires. Since 
the guarantee amount 
has not been confirmed, 
we have not been able to 
price our tickets as yet. 

It is getting quite late 
since the tickets for the 
Bombay matches will be 
printed in Jalgaon. They 
will take at least six 
weeks to deliver the lot. 

“The other area in 
which there has been 
considerable delay", 
continued Kotnis, “is in 
the equipment that was 


to be supplied to all the 
centres. The 
India-Pakistan Joint 
Managing Committee 
(IPJMC) has allocated Rs 
4 lakhs worth of 
equipment for each 
centre, which will 
include collapsible 
covers, power lawn 
mowers and two types of 
rollers (heavy or steam 
and light). These were to 
be delivered by April. 
Now, I am told that it 
will be done in July.” 

The delay in the 
Board 's decision 
concerning the 
guarantee money is 
rumoured to be 
influenced by the 
reluctance of the 
international TV 
stations in buying the 
World Cup footage The 
BBC and Channel Nine 
have, it is learnt, 
expressed their 
unwillingness to buy the 
coverage live from 


Two20ftx2V2ft 
boards at ground level are being sold 
for Rs 20 lakhs. Since there are 30 
such boards available^ Reliance 
Industries will rake in Rs 6 crores 
via this alone 










Doordarshan since the 
viewings tuns in India 
may not suit their 
audience With its 
income not guaranteed, 
the Board is delaying 
the announcement of the 
guarantee payment that 
it will receive from the 
staging associations 


D espite Ami 

Ambani asserting 
that the World Cup 
will not register a 
profit for the sponsors, 
ccdculations to the 
contrary are already 
emerging In exchange 
for the sponsorship, for 
which Reliance 
Industries has paid Rs 
2 6 crores and an 
additional Rs 2 2 crores 
for exclusive rights to 
all the ground level 
advertising, the 
Reliance folks have 
chalked out a profitable 
space-selling 
programme Two 20 ft 
=2*/i! ft boards at 
ground level are being 
sold for Rs 20 lakhs 
Since there are 30 such 
available boards. 
Reliance Industries will 
rake in Rs 6 crores via 
this alone In addition, it 
will allow other 
products to promote 
themselves as ‘The 
Official Toothpaste’, 

“The O^icial etc ’ for a 
sizable fee “We will lose 
considerable revenue 
with the BCCI selling 
Reliance the ground 
level and rights,” 
complamed a BCA 
official 

* CCREDITATION for 
Aindian and 
international journalists 
is still not clear The 
rumour, till some time 
back, was that sports 
magazines flram India 
would not be granted 
accreditation m 
Pakistan This does not 
seem to have any basis 
and has been discounted 



The ground at Jaipur surprised 
Madhav Mantri. It was used as a 
multisports complex. They 
were playing hockey on the square! 
Besides, they were playing football, 
gymnastics, volleyball and athletics 


by the Board officials 
themselves However 
what appeal s to have 
emerged is a ratio of 
four homejournalist.s 
for every international 
pressman at each centre 

T he BCCI s conc'ern 
over the draw 
oriented pitches in the 
last Test aeries in India 
resulted in the 
appointment of a 
technical committee to 
look into better 
preparation of pitches 
and grounds 
“The technical 
committee.” said 
Madlitiv Mantn, the 
Central Zone 
representative on the 
IPJMC, “has 
dfecommended that there 
be no use of the heav v 
roller for lO days 
preceding a match 
Excessive use of the 
heavy roller kills the 
grass on the pitch and 
loads the match in 
favour of the batsmen 
Instead we have advised 
the groundsmen 1 o use a 
medium rol ier (1 Va tons) 
and a light i-oller (V» ton) 
during this period If 
these are mt.nually 
operated they will be 


used foi three hours If 
the i-oller is an 
automatic one, then an 
hour’s 1 ‘olhiig will 
suffice We have set a 
standard .stipulation 
that there should be a 
certain layer of grass on 
every championship 
pitch This weleel.will 
make the matches even 
lor the bowlers and the 
batsmen 

Mr Mantri waved 
away the suggestion 
that the home captain 
might use his 
pi'erogative and have the 
grass clipped when 
faced with a sti onger 
bowling team Mantri 
insisted that f ho home 
captain will not be 
all< 'wed to interfere with 
the pieparation of 
tracks ‘We have even 
specified”, he added. 

’that our guidihnes for 
the World Cup be 
enfoi red for domestic 
mate ties and home Tests 

(U»WCll ’ 

Continuing on the 
sprucing operations for 
the World Cup, Mantri 
said “The outfield will 
have to be level enough 
1 oi a cover drive to go 
entirely along the 


ground—without 
npplmg, I mean The 
practice wickets in our 
country have been 
Ignored for a very long 
time, we have insisted 
that they be similar in 
nature to the match 
wickets, so that one can 
gauge how the main 
strip will behave during 
the game at the nets 
Itself ” 

Mantri visited a few 
centres under his 
jurisdiction to keep 
track of the progress 
made “The facilities at 
Nagpur were very good 
There has been much 
improvement m the 
pitch and outfield 
conditions The ground 
conditions at Jaipur 
surprised me. it was 
used as a multisports 
complex when I was 
there in the third week 
of May They were 
playing hcxikev on the 
square' Besides, they 
were playing football 
gymnastics, volleyball 
and athletics on the 
outfield The .square 
itself was while— that s 
because of the soil—with 
not a blade of grass on it 
However I am told that 
preparations have 
begun I also pointed out 
that the main square 
was lower than the 
outfield With the help of 
the groundsmen from 
the Wankhede Stadium, 
the problem is being 
rectified 

“There should be no 
problems with Pune 
either There have been 
reports m the press that 
the pitch was damaged 
because of aCongress(I) 
rally There is not much 
accuracy m the 
statement, there were 
potholes 111 the square 
only and we have three 
months iii hand to plug 
them.” concluded 
Mantn 

Mudw Patharya, Bombay 



PAKtSTAN IN ENGLAND 


HUMILIATED! 

In a little over three days England are 
humiliated as Pakistan gd one-up in the 
series against the run of play 


I MRAN KHAN is just 
two drawn Tests 
away from fulfilling 
‘Part Two’ of his 
dream. Beating India 
in India was ‘Part One’ 
Having won the third 
Test against England in 
England a successful 
sequel (a rarity, no 
doubt) could well be on 
its way Going by the 
courage and grit that 
his young team 
continues to show, there 
IS every possibility that 
England may lose yet 
another home series. 

Before the Leeds Test 
began one thing was 
certain: somebody was 
going to win. The last 
SIX Teats that were 
played here had all 
produced results—three 
in favour of England, 
three against. The 
conditions here have, 
history tells us, always 
given the swing bowlers 
the edge. If you’re a 
seam bowler with good 
control over your line, 
Ijeeds is where you 
should be. Dark clouds 
and breezy days have 
seen many a strong 
batting side crumble to a 
bowler wobbling the 
ball. And this time was 
no different. Only the 
wicket was probably 
much worse. 

A batting strength 
which boasts Broad, 
Gower, Getting, and 
Botham along with some 
other very useful 
players, is bowled out 

Imran Khan; Man of the 
Match and now a 
member of the 
300-wicket club 
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Colorsport 
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for luider 200 m both 
mnings and loses a Test 
in three days and 23 
minutes Only one 
wicket falls to a spinner 
One openingr bowler 
finishes with ten 
wickets in the match, 
another with eight 
wickets in an innings 
Not a single century and 
only three fifties are 
scored The figures say 
It all 

A heavy atmosphere, a 
wicket with uneven 
bounce, uninspired 
batting and sustained 
swing bowling was. in 
short, the story behind 
Pakistan’s innings and 
18 run victory And oh 
yes. a little luck too 
The only thing that 
landed right for 
England was the com 
Having won the toss 
Getting (according to 
Imran, quite justifiably) 
took first strike The 
fifth delivery of the 
game set the trend for 
all that was to follow It 
swung into the batsman 
quite like a fnsbee and 
Tim Robinson could do 
no better than get his 
pads between the ball 
and the wickets 
England were one down, 
Pakistan were on top 
And that’s where they 
stayed for the rest of the 
match 

O NLY two England 
players deserve 
mention for 
performance David 
Capel, playing his first 
Test, scored more than a 
third of his side’s runs 
m the first inmngs and 
stuck around for over 
three hours in the 
second for his 28 
Though wicketless, the 
all-rounder looks good 
for the big game 
The only other 
Elnglishman who will 

Nell Foster: a career-best 
8 for 107 in vain 





SCOREBOARD 


First Innings 

B. C. Broad c Yousuf b Akram 
8 

R.T. Robinson Ibw Imran 0 

C. W. Athey c Yousuf b Imran 

4 

D. Gtowerb Imran 10 

M. Gatting Ibw Akram 8 

I. Botham c Yousuf b 
Mudassar 36 

D. Capel c and b Kamal 53 

J. Richards Ibw Akram 6 

N. Foster c Malik b Kamal 9 
P. Edmonds c Yousuf b 
Kamal O 

G. Dilley not out 1 
Extras' 11 
Total. 136 


Ellwand Batting 

Second Innings 

c Yousuf b Imran 4 


c Malik b Imran 2 
Ibw Imran 26 


b Imran 55 
c Miandad b Akram 9 
c Mudassar b Kamal 24 


c Ejaz b Imran 28 
c Ejaz b Imran 2 
b Akram 22 
not out 0 


b Imran O 
Extras: 27 
Total 199 


Pakistan Bowling 


Imran: 19-3-37-3 
Akram: 14-4-36-3 
Abdul Qadir: 5-0-14-0 
Mudassar- 14-5-18-1 
Kamal 8 4-2-22-3 


19.5-5-40-7 

21-5-55-2 

27-5-60-0 

2 - 0 - 8-0 

9-4-19-1 


Pakistan Batting 
First Innings 

Mudassar Nazar Ibw Foster 
24 

Shoaib Mohammed c Richards 
b Foster 16 

Mansoor Akhtar Ibw Foster 
29 

Salim Yousuf c Athey b Foster 
37 

Javed Miandad c Gatting' b 
Foster O 

Salim Malik c Gower b 
Edmonds 99 

Imran Khan c Richards b 
Foster 26 

Ejaz Ahmed c Athey b Foster 
50 

Wasim Akram c Edmonds b 
F'oster 43 

Abdul Qadir b Dilley 2 
Mohsin Kamal not out 3 
Extras' 24 
Total: 353 


Second Innings 

Did not bat. 

Pakistan won by an innings 
and 18 runs. 


England Bowling 


Dilley: 33-7-89-1 
Foster. 46.2-15-107-8 
Capel. 18-1-64-0 
Edmonds: 25-10-59-1 
Gatting; 9-3-16-0 
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want to remember this 
Test will be Neil Foster. 
The Essex fast bowler 
was the only one from 
his side who made full 
use of the helpful 
conditions Accurate 
and at times unplayable, 
Foster obliged his 
captain with a 
breakthrough every 
time he needed one 
Sadly, there was no 
support. Dilley and 
Capel were no more than 
ordinary, and Botham 
nursing a bruised 
instep, didn’t bowl a 
delivery. 

And if England were 
at a loss for a hero, 
Pakistan had a problem 
figuring out who was 
their biggest. At one 
stage they were four 
down for 86 with 
Miandad back in the 
pavilion. One more 
quick wicket and it 
could well have been a 
different ball game. It 
was then that Salim 
Malik, completely out of 
character, held his end 
up for a solid 99. Then 
there was the dashing 


Salim Malik played a 
completely 

out-of-oharaoter innings 
of 99 

Wasim Akram five 
wickets in the match 
and a boisterous 43 
(with four sixes and two 
fours) was his ‘little’ 
contribution. Teenaged 
EJfiz Ahmed chipped in 
with 50 The ‘fighting’ 
Salim Yousuf held five 
behind the wicket and 
was good for 38 as 
nightwatchman. 

But more than all this, 
there was Imran Khan. 
His brilliant self Asa 
bowler he was 
unplayable. As a 
captain, inspiring Asa 
batsman, useful. Imran 
must easily be the best 
all-rounder in the game 
today. With his 300th 
wicket behind him, 
loads of talent at his 
disposal and the 
necessary luck with 
him, he must be the 
most satisfied captain 
around He ought to bet 

A Corraapondwit 
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basic object,” 

Jr said Jasdev Singh 
about Doordarshan’s 
10-day Bangalore 
workshop, where 
100 -odd commentators/ 
technicians/ engineers/ 
producers assembled, 
“was to improve the 
quality of cricket 
telecasts during the 
World Cup. We thought 
that an exchange of 
views, coverage of mock 
games and their 
thorough appraisal 
would benefit all 
concerned." 

The ground 
arrangements for this 
workshop were made by 
Nagaraj, Seci-etary, 
KCA. And to ensure that 
the solid content was not 
absent from the 
deliberations, 
Doordarshan 
requisitioned the 
services of two BBC 
experts 

The major outcome of 
the exercise was the 
realisation that for 
producing a good 
telecast, team work is 
essential 

Commentators, forever 
cribbing about having to 
follow the camera 
instead of the camera 
following them, for once 
realised the constraints 
faced by the technicians 
Jaisimha and Baig have 
placed their 
appreciation of the 
workshop in writing. 
Other experts, less 
generous in their praise, 
have reacted with 
studied indifference. 

Realising each others’ 
problem is only one of 
the benefits. Other 
pluses have been the 
thrashing out of 
important issues 
Settled for ever are 
matters related to the 
number of cameras and 
their placement (both 
position and sp^ific 
height), when to use 


which camera, the 
amount of translation to 
be done by the Hindi 
commentators, and the 
amount a commentator 
should actually utter. 
The chief beneficiaries 
have been the 
technicians who till now 
were never exposed to 
such modern training 
methods. 

“We hope to achieve 
uniformity in our 
telecast.” elaborated 
Jasdev Singh. “All this 
time the different 
kendras of Doordarshan 
were covering matches 
in their own way. The 
style and method of 
coverage was different. 
Now all are familiar 
with the standard 
format and each part of 
the team knows what is 
to be done.” 


Actually, not 
everybody knows. 
Doordarshan is yet to 
announce names of 
commentators 
short-listed for the 
World Cup, the delay 
stemming from a 
decision to form a new 
committee to screen 
commentators. But 
while a decision 
regarding which 
commentator will do 
what is awaited, it has 
been decided that 
Doordarshan will 
telecast live only the 
matches played in India. 

I N sparkling form in 
Delhi’s summer 
tournaments is Punjab 
opener Navjot Singh 
Sindhu, 23. Dumped 
after playing two 
unsuccessful matches 
against the West Indians 


three years ago, Navjot 
now is a vastly improved 
player. On the 
foundation of technical 
correctness he has 
developed exciting shots 
and the confidence to 
employ them liberally. 

“1 play more freely,” 
he said. “I had a good 
run last year. When 
Hanumant Singh told 
me I was playing the 
Board President's XI 
game I couldn’t believe 
it—it came as a shock.” 
Navjot’s flowing 70 in 
that match erased, 
partly, the painful 
memories of the 
previous year when a 
slipped disc—inflicted 
while trying to lift a 
bucket—kept him away 
from cricket. 

Navjofs re-emergence 
as an opener has already 
triggered speculation 
about his future 
prospects And more 
than one expert holds 
the view that when 
Gavaskar calls it a day 
he could just inherit the 
opener’s mantle ahead of 
other favoured 
claimants. 

“When 1 played for 
India, everything 
happened in a daze. I 
played Ranji and Tests 
in the same season. It 
happened too quickly 
and I had a tough debut 
against Lloyd's team.” 

For a Test aspirant 
practise facilities might 
be somewhat limited in 
Patiala, where Navjot 
works as a bank officer. 
“I know this,” he agreed, 
“but this I can’t change. 
After my father’s death I 
have to look after our 
business interest But I 
am determined to make 
good for my father’s 
sake. I play for him 
because he wanted me to 
become a cricketer. 1 
always keep him in 
mind when playing.” 
Amrit Mathur, New Dettil 


Navjot Singh Sidhu: Tipped as Gavaskar’s successor 
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PROFILE 


ENGLAND’S 
LATEST RECRUIT 

Richard Hobson talks to David Capel 


N orthamptonshi- 

RE’b locally-born 
allrounder David Capel, 
24. IS part of the Test 
selectors’ long-term plan 
for the future of English 
cricket He was in their 
final pool of 30 players 
from which last winter’s 
tour party was chosen 
and this year they 
selected him for the 
April escapade in 
Sharjah While probably 
not as good a bowler as 
DeFreitas, he is a 
genuine allrounder, 
with a longstanding 
determination to play 
for England 
Last year Capel scored 
853 runs at 29 41, with 
two centuries, and look 
63 wickets at 32 44 He 
remembers his 111 
against I <eicetershire as 
a better innings than his 
undefeated 103 against 
Somerset a few weeks 
later ‘It was the start of 
the season, and gave mo 
confidence ’ he reflected 
That was the start of a 
good run for me 1 had to 
go in when we were 100 
for 4 ’ Perhaps his 
batting slipped as the 
season went by, but his 
bowling c'onvorscly 
improved Beginning 
the season as a change 
bowler, as August 
approached he found 
more pace as he took 
eight wickets against 
Somerset and 
Derbyshire ‘That 7 for 
86 against Dei byshire 
was ray best bowling of 
the season It meant we 
could enforce the 
follow-on. and the pitch 
was not all that helpful ' 
There was plenty for 

, 12 


Capel to be satisfied with 
before n.ving out for a 
winter's cricket in South 
Africa ‘1 was happy to 
be able to express myself 
with both bat and ball 
last season In the 
previous seasons, I was 
frustrated because of 
lack of opportunities 
Last year I got more 
opportunity and that 
gave me confidence and 
more involvement I 
began to think I was a 
key player in the side 
rather than a 
hanger-on Indeed for 
in the previous throe 
seasons he had scored 
470. 726 and 599 
first-class runs and 
taken only four, 14 and 
40 wickets 
It was his bowling 
moi e than anything that 
last season marked the 
blond-haired Capel as a 
future England 
allrounder Towards the 


end of 1985 most 
notably when he took 7 
for 62 against 
Lancashire, the promise 
on which county captain 
Geoff Cook placed so * 
much faith was clearly 
evident Last year, he 
was often given the new 
ball, and he responded ‘I 
actually prefer to bowl 
with the new ball Ifind 
the newer the ball, the 
more it swings and 
bounces Also, you have 
the chance to stamp 
authority on the game 
instead of having the 
situation made for you if 
you are first or second 
change ’ 

Ambition is very much 
part of the Capel fi ame 
of mind He played with 
success for Young 
England against Young 
West Indies in 1982, 
when he was the pick of 
England s batting ‘That 


was good internationed 
experience It was good 
to play against people 
like Courtney Walsh and 
Roger Harper I have 
developed gfood 
friendships through 
those matches ’ 

Comparisons with 
DeFreitas are inevitable 
Says Capel ‘I am more of 
a swing bowler Phil is a 
seamer Until the 
Australian tour, 1 was 
the more experienced 
But I have played there 
as well As a batsman, I 
think 1 am better 
equipped I can hold my 
place in a side as a 
bowler and batsman, but 
Phil could not play just 
for his batting ' 

This year, Capel is 
hoping to pass 1000 
runs and 75 wickets for 
the first time, and is 
looking for better 
pitches at Northampton 
to help His wish for a 
trophy success for his 
county, which would be 
Northants’ first since 
1980, seems to be 
over-zealous optimism 
despite the close-season 
signings of Graham 
Stevenson and Winston 
Davis 

Before flying to 
Sharjah, Capel played 
with success for Eastern 
Province in South 
Africa He made 134 
against a Western 
Province attack of Garth 
Le Roux and Adrian 
Kuiper, and took 5 for 
43 against Northern 
Transvaal 

The promise has 
always been there Now 
comes the realisation 

Wlid*n CrichM Monthly 


David Capel: After the promise, the realisation 



FOCUS 


Nql an Indian tern 
JnsI;‘Usiia and the lesT 

The Asian Track And Field Championships begin 
next week in Singapore. Rupinder Singh takes a 
critical look at the Indian squad 


E ven as the entire athletic 
c-ommunity is competing in 
various parts of the world, 
preparing for the World Cup 
in August, the Indian athletes are 
put up in a camp “training" for the 
Asian Athletics Meet to be held in 
Singapore from July 22 . It is 
common knowledge that the last 
stages of sharpening up for a 
major competition consists in 
competing as often as possible, 
maybe every weekend, in order to 
reach the athlete’s top 
performance for the major meets 
Despite this, the Amateur Athletic 
Federation of India continues to 
keep the Indian athletics in camps 
and away from all competition 
In addition,there is the comic 
situation of achieving qualifying 
standards which are fixed at the 
third place of the Seoul Asian 
Games This is still being 
continued with, despite knowing 
fully well that an athlete’s 
performance cannot be judged 
without taking into account the 
conditions during the race, who 
were the major contestants, what 
is the chance of an athlete 
improving if he competes in a 
meet above his standard and so 
on. 

For example, we could use the 
I500m held at the Commonwealth 
Games in Edinburgh. The race 
was held in extremely windy 
conditions as a result of which the 
race was a slow one and even 
though it was won by Steve Cram 
he recorded a timing of 3.51.6 secs 
which is very slow. The third 
athlete finished in 3:52.4. In the 
recent trials held at Delhi,our 
1500m runner Solamuthu clocked 

P.T. Usha: the main medal hope 
every time we compete In on 
international meet 







Nikim ShanactMifya 
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I. 


Ashwini Nachappa 


From Sandpit To Stardom 


T otally exhausted and 
down with cramps after her 
100 m heat on the third 
morning^ of the National 
Championships at Mangalore, 
Ashwini Nachappa was 
hesitantly asked by her coach 
“Do you think you could run 
the final this evening"’ Even 
her coach was surprised by 
Ashwmi’s answer “Yes Sunil 1 
want to be the national 
champion” Such is the spirit 
that takes sportsmen and 
women to the top True 
enough, in the evening 
Ashwini ran a beautifully 
judged race to edge out Sany 
Joseph and Vandana Shanbagh 
to the tape and that too in an 
excellent liming of 11 7 secs 
which was just 01 seconds 
outside P T Usha’s meet record 
of It 6 secs 

Ijater in the evening Sunil 
Abraham exulting over 
Ashwini's victory in the 100m 
called it “the icing on the cake” 
In the earher two days Ashwini 
had already done enough to 
make her coach proud The 
first day of the Nationals at 
Mangalore Ashwini made her 
debut in the 400m at the 
national level and finished 
second to Shiny Abraham in 
the heats in a timing of 57 6 
secs Later in the final that 
afternoon Ashwini ran a fine 
race despite being faced by P T 
Usha, Shiny Abraham and 
Vandana Shanbagh and 
finished a creditable fourth in 
55 7 seconds Sunil feels that 
this is the event in which 
Ashwini will be doing well in 
the future 

Following the 400m the next 
day was the 200m The heats 
confirmed that the race would 
be a duel between P T Usha and 
Vandana Shanbagh as was in 
the 400m the previous day 
Ashwini however provided the 
greatest surprise at the finish 
not only beating Vandana 


Shanbagh but running Usha 
veiy close to the finish, 
clocking 24 7 secs to Usha’s 
24 3 seconds 
Ashwini and her previous 
coach parted ways after the 
Asian Games One day at the 
Kantareeva Stadium at 
Bangalore after the Asian 
Games, Abraham approached 
Ashwini and asked her if she 
would like training under him 
Ashwini promptly agreed but 
when coach Abraham 
suggested that she should stop 
her long jumping and 
concentrate on the 400m (in 
which he sensed she could 
make some impact) Ash win i 
initially insisted that she just 
would not imagine competing 
in a 400m let aJone i un it 
Abiaham was faced with the 
problem of having to overcome 
this mental block He bided his 
time slowly and steadily trying 
to get Ashwini to run foi 10 
minutes, 15 minutes and so on 
till Ashwini could manage 40 
minutes of easy running 
The next stage in Ashwini’s 
training for the 400m 
according to Abraham, was the 
introduction of alternate slow 
and fast running (which in 
athletic parlance is called 
“fartlck') It was this ti annng 
which Ashwini dreaded but 
Abraham somehow managed to 
get Ashwini complete hei 
sessions although he was never 
satisfied with her training 
The coach then started the 



fin4 phase of preparation by 
coniing on to the track and 
doiitf repetitions over vanous 
distBices Ashwmi would do 
her ^ssions well if the 
distances were below 200m but 
the 300m, 500m and 6(X)m 
were the problem distances “It 
was a problem getting her to 
finish even one repetition over 
the longer distances’’ One day 
Ashwini finished a 600m in Im 
38 seconds and Abraham 
started feeling slightly 
confident about her ability to 
handle the 400m Ashwini then 
ran some time-trials in 300m 
clocking 40 6 seconds and a 
500m clocking Im 18 seconds 
This gave the indications that 
Ashwini was vastly improving 
in her endurance 

The first results of Ashwmi's 
preparations came during the 
Karnataka State Meet held at 
Puttur in April 1987 Ashwini 
easily romped home the winner 
in the 100m, 200m and 400m 
The 400m which was her first 
race at that distance she 
c locked a very creditable time 
of 57 6 seconds Of course all 
this was achieved in the 
absence of Vandana Rao From 
there Ashwini went on to 
Mangalore to become the 
national champion in the 
100 m. 2nd in the 200m and a 
4th place in the 400m with 
55 7 Ashwini is one of the few 
athletes who is taking all the 
meets seriously in her 
preparation for the Singapore 
Asian Track and Field Meet 
However, Abraham feels that 
Ashwini IS not yet absolutely 
i-eady and it is only next year 
that we will see the full 
potential of Ashwini in the 
■loom 

Hopefully if Ashwini keeps 
up India will not totally 
unprepared when P T Usha 
finally ref ii'es in the coming 
seasons 
Ruplmler Sinfh 






Raieah Kuftmr 



3:48-1 secs which would have Shiny Abraham is the only other for his running is a place in the 

qualified him for the Indiam who is capable of winning camps for the next Asian Games 

Commonwealth Games on our Could there be anythjn g more 

AAFl and Government standards, disheartening. It is hke dropping 

yet fails to find him a berth for the most promising athlete—young Sunil Gavaskar merely because he 

Asian Athletics since the third triple jumper S. Murali who has gets a duck in his final trial before 

place timing at the Asian Games in achieved 15 75m but is not being a tour or the World Cup. 

Seoul was 3.44.5 secs Thus we considered for the meet because The mam honours India hopes 

have a situation where the athlete the qualifying mark is 15.76m to achieve at Singapore is through 

qualifies for the Commonwealth Thus Murali is cooling his heels in P T. Usha, Shiny Abraham and 

Games where he is liable to get out Kerala and faces the dilemma of the women’s relay teams Could 

in the first round but does not dot knowing whether he should anyone guess how the relay team 

qualify for the Asian Athletics prepare himself for Singapore or is getting ready for the Asian 

where he may even win a medal. concentrate for the Nationals later meet—practising the baton 

in the year or for that matter hang exchange would be the prompt 

I N the case of selecting athletes up las spikes. I don't think the answer but that’s not needed for 

for the Singapore meet there are AAFI and the Government cares India. P. T. Usha has been sent off 

some further anamolies. Our men about what he does? to England for a training stint 

athletes selected according to the Finally, there is the case of the while the other throe girls are 

standard stand a lesser chance of 800m runner Budhwa Oraon. He being disciplined in a camp at New 

securing medals than those being won every 800m race he competed Delhi. This reminds one of USA’s 

left behind. The 3000m steeple- in throughout the year but got preparations for the World Cup at 

chaser Pichaiah is our best bet for beaten in the final trials by S P. Canberra. Carl Lewis did not 

a medal as he had won the bronze Mahanto who clocked 1.50 3 to report for his baton exchange 

in Jakarta two years ago but since Budhwa’s 1 ;50.4. Since Malianto’s practice and was promptly 

he could not achieve the timing he 1 -.50.3 falls within the qualifying dropped from their team. Why 

is being left behmd. mark he had made the trip to can’t we entei' a team rather than ■ 

Then there is the case of our Singapore while Budhwa’s reward “P.T. Usha and the rest ”‘> 1 
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All Africa Games 


Resurrection time 


B efore the Seoul 
Olympics next 
year, the All-Africa 
Games is the 
bif^gest sporting 
extravaganza. It takes 
place in the Kenyan 
capital of Nairobi from 
August 1 to 12. 

Africa which was once 
a major power on the 
track in the late Sixties 
and Seventies sees these 
Games as the starting 
line to a race that ends at 
the podium in the South 
Korean capital next 
September. Depleted by 
successive Olympic and 
one Commonwealth 
boypott, disheartened by 
lack of international 
exposure, a new crop of 
athletes view the Fourth 
All-Africa Games as the 
launching pad to sneak 
back into world 
spotlight 

Last held in l.iagos 
(Nigeria) in 1978, the 

Afro-Asian joint 
venture, the Kasarani 
Stadium built with 
Chinese expertise seats 
6 O 4 OOO spectators 


All Africa Gamefe or 
Pan-African Games as 
some call it, had been 
receding into the 
background. With 
constant news of 
political upheaval and 
coups, millions starving 
and dying of hunger; 
drought and famine, 
sport in the continent 
had been badly affected 
Especially with the 
troubled question of 
South Africa coming 
again and again, the 
world seems to have 
forgotten Abebe Bikila, 
Kipchoge Keino, Henry 
Rono, Filbert Bayi, Mike 
Boit, Miruts Yifter, and 
John Akki-Bua. But 
Nairobi hopes to freshen 
everyone’s memory. 

The 45 nations that 
have confirmed 
participation know that 
it’s something they have 
to go all out for Nigeria. 
Africa’s biggest 
country, has already 
begun an intensive 
training for the big 
show. The Nigerian 
athletes and footballers 


are training in Westi< 
Germany, boxers in 11 
Cuba, weightlifters isti 
Bulgaria, the hockey 
team in India, basketball 
squad in Yugoslavia and 
swimmers in the United 
States The hosts are 
competing in all the 14 
disciplines. Kenyan 
boxers participated in 
the King’s Cup in 
Bangkok earlier this 
year and later won the 
East and Central African 
Championship in 
Uganda, should win 
many medals They are 
the favourites for the 
hockey gold. But Egypt 
IS not lagging behind for 
the top spot in the same 
competition, since the 
winner will earn a 
passage to Seoul 

Kenyan athletes first 
won the World Cross 
Country championship 
in Warsaw some time 
back with holder John 
Ngugi (pronounced 
Ngoogee) retaining his 
title. Kenya also won the 
team title. Ethiopia came 
second in the cross 


country event. 

The country is 
recalling its US-based 
athletes to strengthen 
its athletic force. 

Uganda is licking its 
wounds in boxing and 
hope to add more punch 
by the time the Games 
start. Tanzania, though 
constrained by lack of 
funds, is doing all it can. 
Other countries are not 
far behind. In short, 
everybody’s serious. The 
Games had already been 
postponed four times 
and Kenya having 
missed out to host it in 
1982, this time it's now 
or never. Bidding 
strongly for the 1990 
Africa Cup of Nations. 
Nairobi has its eyes set 
on the 1994 

Commonwealth Games. 
So it's essential that 
these Games are a 
success. 

It all started with the 
Inter-Africa Games held 
at Bungui (Central 
African Republic) in 
1959, by the French who 
organised these Games 
for its colonies. Later on, 
they were called the 
Community Games and 
were held in 1960 at 
Tananarive 

(Madagascar). The name 
changed to Games of 









Friendship when they 
were held in Abidjan 
(Ivory Coast) and later in 
Dakar (Senegal) in 1963. 
At Dakar, the 
English-speaking 
countries also took part 
and more events were 
added to the 
programme. 

At the time of the 
Dakar Games, many 
African countries were 
becoming free and their 
sports and youth 
ministries met to see 
whether they could have 
a Games in which all 
could take part. Thus 
the idea of the All-Africa 
Games took root. 

Instead of being held 
every two years, they 
were to be staged every 
four years, like the 
Olympics. 

The First All Africa 
Games were held in 
Brazzaville in 1965. 
About 3,000 athletes 
from 27 nations showed 
up and the Supreme 
Council for Sports in 
Africa (SCSA) was 
formed to organise this 
event The next Games 
were supposed to be held 
in Mali in 1969. The 
country had started 
building the stadia when 
the government was 
changed. The new 


government did not 
want the Games to be 
held so they were 
postponed. 

NigeiHa then agreed to 
host the second Games 
at Lagos in 1973. The 
host country spent some 
£10 million to hold the 
Games. Forty-one 
newly-independent 
nations came and Egypt 
for the second time in a 


row topped the medals 
chart. This time, it had 
25 golds instead of the 
18 in Brazzaville and its 
total medal tally stood at 
an impressive 58—27 
more than the last 
Games. Nigeria, again 
come second and so did 
Kenya, finishing third 
for the second time in a 
row. 

The next Games were 



to be held in Algiers in 
1977 but they were 
postponed a year later 
when 38 nations came in 
full strength. Around 
8,775 competitors 
thronged Algiers and 
Nigeria topped the 
medal tally. 
Surprisingly, the next 
Games are being held 
now some nine years 
later. Considering the 
state in which most 
African nations find 
themselves in sports its 
better late than never. 

Kenya is spending 
about one million 
dollars. An entirely new 
stadium, Kasarani, has 
been built on the 
outskirts of Nairobi 
where the opening and 
closing ceremonies, the 
final of the soccer 
matche sand the track 
and field events will bn 
staged The complex is a 
joint-venture between 
the Kenya Government 
and the People's 
Republic of China. 

Kenya paid 48 per cent 
of the total cost and got 
the rest as a soft loan 
from China 

The Kenyan tricolour 
flutters inside the Nyayo 

Stadium in Nairobi 
where the soccer 

matches will be held 



























Boxing venue Kenyatta 
International 
Conference Centre 
tower 

Tht'othei stadia 
(fettin^rf massive 
facelift die thf Nvayo 
National S1.idium scene 
for the IfKitbaJl matches 
theCitv Talk Stadium 
where field hoc key will 
be played on astro tuif 
Apart fiom the 
prepar at ions tor the 
stadia IS the enormous 
cost involved in 
improvinpf the city of 
Nairobi which is. cleaned 
and sprue ed up 

Yf‘t as the tiamcs 
open attention zcxmis 
on the athletes and their 
que.st for prold It s here 
that these Games 
become somewhat 
extraordinai V The 
boycotts coming one 
aftei the other have put 
the African athletes who 
were winning gold 
medals at the Olympics 
and Commonwealth out 
of the rac-e 

Nigc'ina and Kenya are 
joint leaders in the track 
and the tield events In 
Africa only two breeds 
of athletes emerge One 
which ai e home based 
and are usually from the 
armed forces oi the 
police the other type are 
the ones who obtain 
scholarships in 
American universities 
Some of the loading 
home based at hletes are 
Wor Id Cross Country 
champion John Ngugi 
(Kenya) World Cup 
Marathon champion 
Ahmed Salah (Dubouti), 
and long distance aces 
Paul Kipkoct h (Kenya) 
and Juma Ikangaa 
(Tanzania) 

Those on the 
American athletic 
scholarships include 
Nigerians Chich Imoh 
and Yusuf Ah 
(University of Missouri). 
Sunday Uti (Iowa State), 
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Paul Emordi (Texas 
Southern), Kenyans 
Julius Korir 
(Washington State) and 
Sammy Kuskei 
(University of Northern 
Texas Denton) Twins 
Charles and Kpkoeeh 
Cheruiyot (University of 
Richmond land 
Tanzania s Didamis 
Shiahanga. Leodar 
Martin and Emmanuel 
Ndiemandoi, all at the 
University of Texas at El 
Paso 

In the sprint events 
the Nigerians 
monopolise They are 
also good hurdlers and 
lumpers Nigerians like 
Innocent Bgbunkie and 
Sunday Uti are 
untouchable m the 
100m and 200m and if 
their performances this 


Souvenirs galore for the 
All Af)noa Games 
ranging from towels to 
T-Shirts are sold at the 
offices of Berg and 
Associates who have a 
marketing contract to 
sell the Games 

year are anything to gu 
by they assure 
themselves of an easy 
gold Kenya has a vice 
like grip on the middle 
and long distance 
running Runners like 
world champion John 
Ngugi Paul Kipkoech. 
Some Muge, Kipkoech 
Cheruiyot, Sammy 
Koskei have good 
chances in these long 
event Olympic 
champion Julius Korir 
faces a tough fight m 
the steeplechase but he 
still IS one of the 


favourites 
Kenya’s stronghold 
can he loosened by one 
man the Moroccan Said 
Aouita world 1500 and 
5000m world record 
holder But Morocco has 
not confirmed their 
participation at the time 
of going to press 
Africa IS trying for a 
return to sports 
dominance Thus. 
African athletes will be 
vying to set new 
continental, if not world 
records Perhaps Africa 
can tell the world by the 
tune the flame is 
extinguished on 12 
August, that they may 
be down in world 
athletics hut certainly 
notout 

Story and pictiirM by NHwl 
MNishan In Nairobi 
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LONDON NEWSLETTER 


AWretchedly 
Rainy Summer 

The rain and Wimbledon 
forced Mike Walters to look 
at the off the field events in 
England 



I T s sc mo testament to 
the wi etchedness of 
this, even by English 
standdids 
wretchedly rainy 
summoi that the 
cricket inp highlight of 
the week was the 
formation of an 
international working 
party 

We were diving in and 
out of wate i pi oofs in 
London every day for 
the whole ot June and to 
say the first time Test 
matches with Pakistan 
were a wash out does 
not do justice to the 
monsexms 

Ixii d s 1987 su I passes 
abject monsti risities like 
The Ov il Tt St of 1952 
and Old 1 1 .ifiord 1954 
when the number of 
houis play ni inaged to 
scr ape into double 
liguies in between the 
block clouds and its the 
nearest we v« i ome to a 
total wasiioul since 
1938 

In the nicantinif the 
Pakistan managoi 
Hasc'cb Ahsan has been 
ti ying to (hei up with 
come amusing jokes 
He Icxlged an objection 
against the appointment 
ot umpitL David 
Constant *o officiate in 
this series an insult to 
one ot the toji men in 

Graeme Hick The 
Zimbabwean is in great 
formfoi Worcester and 
has, pleaded foi Eiiffland 
quahtication 
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white coats anywhere in 
the world. 

Then he complained 
bitterly that his outburst 
was justified when 
Constant adjudged 
England skipper Mike 
Getting not out 
following a particularly 
strained and petulant 
Ibw appeal from Wasim 
Akram and half of his 
team-mates. 

TV replays showed not 
only that Constant was 
absolutely correct in his 
judgement—the ball 
patently pitched outside 
leg stump although it 
would have hit 
middle—but also some 
vociferous appealing 
from fielders in no 
position to see where the 
ball was going. 

Ian Botham failed 
with the bat at Lord’s, 
but the day after the Test 
was officially 
pronounced drowned he 
gave his gum-boots 24 
hours’ respite and 
induiged in some useful 
record-breaking in the 
Nat West Trophy first 
round with his 
Worcestershire 
colleagues. 

Botham used a rare 
break in the clouds to 
hammer a sparkling 
century off 90 balls 
against Eievon in the 
eo-overs-a-side 
competition as 
Worcester clocked up a 
record 404-3 

Graeme Hick, whose 
pleas for England 
qualification by a 
change in the Test and 
County Cricket Board 
rulebook have so far 
fallen on deaf ears, hit 
an unbeaten 172. 

The game’s 

administrators would do 
well to revise their 
rulebook and find a way 
to haul 

Zimbabwean-bom Hick 
on the plane to India for 
this autumn’s World Cup. 
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Star Transfers: 
goalkeeper Peter Shilton 
Peter Beardsley (inset) 
and Glen Hoddle have 
aU moved for vast sums of money 







Silly Money 

f F we thought the days 
Aof multi-milhon-pound 
transfers in footbedl 
were over, we were 
obviously sadly 
mistaken 

Newly-promoted 
Derby County have just 
signed England 
goalkeeper Peter Shilton 
for a cool 2 25 million 
dollars from 
Southampton, 

Newcastle striker Peter 
Beardsley is set to move 
to Liverpool for a British 
record 4 5 nullion 
dollars, and Glenn 
Hoddle has just joined 
French club Monaco for 
1 75 milhon dollars 
from Tottenham 

Football has spent 
countless months 
moaning to the 
Government that clubs 
do not have enough 
money to build decent 
facilities for fans in 
British stadia, and that 
the fight against 
hooliganism has 
financially bled the 
game dry 

For the price of 
Beardsley and Hoddle, 
any club could build a 
lavish new stand for 
7,000 fans, all of whom 
could be seated in 
comfort, under cover 
and with easy access to 
toilets and refreshment 
stalls 

Transfers, it seems, 
are back in the age of 
silly money And it’s the 
supporter who will pay 
font 

No Sham 



Y OTSof goodthmgs 
Llcome out of Tyneside 
m North-East England 
There’s Newcastle 
Brown Ale, the Qeordie 
accent suid Steve Cram 
Our long-striding, 
world-beating 
imddle-distance runner 


Cram Not turning; hia 
baok on queen and 
country 

IS the nearest thing 
Britain has to a 
home-grown gazelle 
He has sper t the last 
five summers showing 


the rest of the globe a 
clean pair of heels over 
distance between 800 
metres and 2 OOO 
metres, and hia presence 
guarantees a sell out at 
virtually any European 
track meeting 


As such a mai ketable 
commodity it is hardly 
surprising his summer 
diary is pre-booked 
months in advance 
Earlier this year, he 
took the courteous step 
of informing the British 
selectors he would not be 
available to run in the 
Europa Cup in Prague 
He explained he had 
already agreed to race 
twice in & andmavia the 
following week and that 
he did not want to clot 
an already punishing 
schedule 

Suddenly he became 
the target of ac cusations 
implying ho was putting 
pounds before 
loyalty he is said to b<, 
earning 35 000 dollai s 
for tackling bi illiant 
Brazilian Joachim Ci uz 
over 1 000 metres m 
Stockholm and the 
Bislet t Games mile i ac e 
in Oslo within foui days 
Ciani was not 
considered for Pi ague 
but a midnight SOB 
phone call was all it 
nc'eded to pci suade him 
to run in the 1 500 
metres an event in I 
which the British are 
traditionally 
strong and face East 
German pi odigy 
Jens Peter Ileiold 
He agrcHHl to compete 
at shot t notlr e bee ause 
of an injui y c i isis in the 
British contingent and 
the squad s director of 
coaching Frank Dick 
said pertinently Steve 
18 a hero and should be 
recognised as such for 
what he’s doing 
‘When ho saw the 
team was in trouble he 
did not hesitate to come 
to the rescue That tells 
you a lot about the man 
Cram has raoi e to lose 
than inyone but he has 
shown he has that little 
bit of charat lei that 
moves him out of the 
ordinary 

21 



tuBP View 

Maharaja's Cup. Bangalore 

Azhar Proves 
Chakram Is 
oital 

Cyrus J. Madan saw the 
Calcutta based horse make 
champion horse Chaitanya 
Chakram, bite the dust 


S UNDAY July 5 was 
a glorious day foi 
the Calcutta Derby 
winner Azhar 
when he won the 
prestigious Maharaja's 
Cup at Bangalore But 
fot the horse he beat, 
Chaitanya Chakram, it 
was the end of what 
people had built into a 
legend Barely have I 
witnessed a scene of 
more mix€>d emotions 
than the one that ran 


not after a race which 
onoe used to be one of 
the most important 
weight for age races 
(with penalties) before it 
was converted into a 
handicap affair 
On the one hand were 
Azhar’s horde of 
supporters,ecstatic with 
a euphoria that probably 
exceeded his Derby 
victory On the other 
were the Chaitanya 
Chakram contingent for 


whom defeat meant that 
their wonder coltjvas 
mortal after all - 

The records I 
however will not Show 
that the horse that he 
beat namely Chaitanya 
Chakram was 
conceeding as much as 
16 kg on the handicap 
which in effect amounts 
to more than one entire 
class difference Ilenv'e, 
it makes one sit up and 
wonder whether Azhar 
was magnificent in 
victory or Chakram 
glorious and gallant in 
defeat 

Azhar,who hails from 
Calcutta,had been taken 
to Bangalore by his 
trainer Inayattulla for 
the sole purpose of 
running the Maharaja s 
Cup He was being 
trained solely for this 
event which is run over 
a mile and three 
furlongs Set to receive 
16 kg from the top 
weighted Chaitanya 
Chakram. who was 


carrying a back 
breaking weight of 65 
kg. it was certain that he 
had an outstanding 
chance to end the 
champion’s reign 
However, he could still 
be had at two to one and 
over while Chakram 
was the rage of the 
betting 

Jumping out level 
fi om the gates it was 
Alpha Centauri who 
first hit the fiont with 
jockey Lloyd Marshall 
on the favourite easily 
settling his mount into 
second place In close 
attendance were Royal 
Legacy and Azhar along 
with Ixiving Spirit 
whilst Crusade was just 
in behind and Ardiles 
brought up the rear 

The pace was 
comfortable until the 
BOO metre markei 
Lloyd Marshall felt that 










the time had come to 
make his bid. He merely 
tickled Chakram’s ears 
and the champion 
lengthened his stride in 
a trice to bounce away 
into a six length lead. 
Azhar set off in what 
appeared to be futile 
pursuit, but the 
knowledgeable knew 
that Chakram could not 
sustain that blistering 
Ti^e for long. 

With 65 kg on his 
back he had to slow 
down and come back to 
Azhar who with a mere 
49 kg on his back could 
keep on going. The 
question was whethei’ 
Azhar could get up to 
the tiring Chakram 
before the winning post 
came to the champion’s 
rescue. 

Those last 200 metres 
will forevci' remain 
imprinted m my 


Chakram trying to keep 
going but his stride . 
faltering alarmingly. 

On his outside came the 
grey. Azhar. finding the 
strain of making up that 
six length defbcit just as 
unbearable. It was 
almost as though the 
last 100 metros wet’s run 
in slow motion and it 
was that final furlong 
that saw Azhar kick on 
to come alongside 
Chakram and then inch 
his way forward. At the 
wire he was three parts 
of a lenj'th the go<xl of a 
horse who had run his 
heart out but still had 
not made it. 

Azhar had thus pulled 
off a victory which was 
definitely feasible on the 
weights but appeared 
impossible to most. The 
Calcutta Derby winner 
had proved and 
enhanced the fact that 


centre' certainly had 
horses that were top 
grade and one can't 
write them off as being 
substandard, which 
used to be the casein 
yesteryears. Trainer 
Inayathulla had Azhar 
looking a picture of 
health in the parade 
ring and jockey Gowh. 
who rode the winner, 
may not have ridden the 
most elegant of races, 
but the fact remains he 
won. 

Chakram has raced 
fourteen times and been 
defeated just twice. 
Ironically, the only two 
horses to have beaten 
him are now based in 
Calcutta. Eleven of his 
twelve victories were in 
suct^ssion which was 
just three away from the 
magical figure of 14 
which was the number 
of wins Squandei’or liad 


succession. 

It was sad to see 
Chakram bite the dust, 
but he went down 
fighting and he was by 
no means disgraced In 
fact, it’s my opinion 
that, had jockey Lloyd 
Marshall waited a bit 
longer before pressing 
the accelerator, the 
verdict could well have 
been different 
Chakram, who had so 
far won all his races 
from start to finish, 
settled beautifully and 
was lobbing along 
thoroughly enjoying 
himself Had Marshall 
waited until heads wei-e 
turned for home and 
then sot the rac’ing 
machine alight,! doubt 
whether Azhar woiiid 
have had an an,swer to 
Chakram’s lightning 
turn of foot which he 
displayed with .such 
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ATHLETICS 


All Roads Lead To Rome 


A ll tracks will lead 
to Rome in August 
for the World 
Championships. 
The US contingent will 
be led by the venerable 
veteran Edwin Moses, 
with a rejuvenated Carl 
Lewis as its star 
attraction. 

It is going to be no 
picnic for the 
Americans Nor will 
Rome be a promised land 
for Moses' people. Yet, 
right now a feeling of 
relief pervades the track 
and field of the country. 
The nightmare of team 
selection is over. And as 
usual, some of the 
international stars have 
become victims of the 
one-shot selection 
process The top three 
finishers of the US Mobil 
Outdoor Track and Field 
Championships 
concluded at l^n Jose 
(California) on J une 27 
will be the pilgrims 
representing the land of 
opportunities. 

The National 
Outdoors 

Championships has been 
a resurrection for Moses 
and the rebirth'of Lewis. 
Just when people were 
beginning to talk about 
their decline and 
possible deterioration, 
the two ace athletes who 
electrified the IjOS 
Angeles Olympics have 
earned their tickets to 
Rome. 

Edwin Moses had to 
prove that his loss m 
Madrid was just an 
accident and that young 
Danny Harris, who 
ended his l22-wm 
streak, isjust the heir 
apparent. And the king 
proved it beyond doubt 
with an effortless race 
and a .71 second lead 


The US Athletic 
Championships acted as the 
country’s selection trial for 
the World Athletic Meet to 
be held in at Rome in 
August. George K. Greorge 
gives his account of what is 
considered the best national 
championships in the 
athletic world 



over his young rival. 

The other pretender, 
Andre Phillips was not 
even in the picture. 

Moses says the end of 
his long streak is a 
relief. Now he can try 
for his fifth world record 
without the pressure of 
maintaining a streak. 

He can dream of 
breaking the 47-8econd 
barrier. He can also set 
his eyes on yet another 
Olympic gold. San Jose 
is the beginning of the 
new phase in his career. 
Rome could add to his 
morale and reinforce his 
quest for excellence. 

For almost two years, 
Carl Lewis was 
practically off the track. 
He enjoyed his Olympic 
success and tried to cash 
in on it by breaking into 
singing and acting. 
Singing the national 
anthem at a few meets 
was the highpoint he 
had in mind for his 
career m the 
entertainment industry. 

The loss of Hollywood 
will be the track and 
field’s gain. Lewis has 
come back with a 
vengeance. He won the 
long jump event in 
which all the three top 
finishers cleared 28 feet 
for the first time in 
history. Larry Myricks 
and Michael Conley will 
be accompanying Lewis 
to Rome with the full 
conviction of beating the 
new Soviet sensation 
Robert Yemmiyan. 
Myricks just does not 
believe that Yemmiyan 


Has becomings mother 
Onlahed Evelyn 
Ashford, or is it Just a 
bad phase? 








cleared 29 1 in May in 
the Soviet Hepnbhc of 
Armenia to b^‘ome the 
only human other than 
Bob Beamon to leap 29 
feet. 

The American does 
not undei'stand how the 
Hussian could only 
cover 26 6 1 /2 and lose 
to Giovanni bJvan^hst 
of Italy in the very next 
competition “You just 
don’t Ro fioni 29 feet all 
the way back to 26.” he 
says. "I don't trust their 
measui'ements We all 
remember what 
happened with the 


officiating in the pole 
vault and triple jump at 
the '80 Olympics ” In 
any event, the 
Americans find a perfect 
bait in their oppxmeiit's 
claim of 29 1 
Lewis had not 
attempted the long jump 
from June 20. 1986 to 
Api’il 28 this year. In his 
first competition in 11 
months, he came up 

The sprinting category 
in America is very 
competitive. Even Calvin 
Smith (bottom) finds it 
tough going 


with SIX jumps over 28 
feet at the Mount San 
Antonio College relays 
and a winning distance 
of 28-9 1/4. In San Jose, 
he cleared only 28 4 1/2 
He passed three of his 
SIX attempts to save his 
energy foi’ the sprints 
Lewis won the 200m 
in 20 12 seconds. Much 
to his frustration: the 
lOOm finals was 
scheduled for the last 
day and he lost to 
training partner Mark 
Witherspoon. To him it 
was better than losing to 
Lee McRae. The 


scheduling of lOO-m 
after the 200 cost him 
the race, a knee injury 
before the long jump 
had already put him in a 
weaker position. 

E velyn ashford 

was the victim of the 
same kind of 
scheduling in the 
women's sprints. She 
finished only fifth in the 
200 and withdrew from 
her favourite lOOm due 
to an irgury sustained in 
the previous race. 
Fortunately, the two 
women who finished in 
front of her were from 
Jamaica Ashford will 
go to Rome as no 3 in 
the 200m event. 

The woman of the 
meet was Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee with a 
double in heptathlon 
and long jump. Her 
attempt to break hei‘ 
own world record in the 
heptathlon became futile 
but she set a meet recoid 
in long jump and 
pushed the former 
record holder Carol 
Lewis to fourth place 
Joyncr-Kersee's rise 
as the top female athlete 
of the United States has 
coincided with the 
decline of Olympic 
wonder Valarie Brisco 
(no more Hooks in her 
last name). She burned 
herself out in the first 
half of the 400m and 
ended up fou rth The 
zeal for a possible record 
resulted only in the loss 
of a berth to Rome. Her 
absence and Ashford’s 
debacle have weakened 
an already thin field in 
the women’s section. 

The new champions. 
Lavonna Martin (100m 
hurdles), Maryanne 
Torrellas (10,000m 
walk) and Regina Jacobs 
(1,500m walk) are not 
strong enough for their 
East (^rman and Soviet 
counterparts. 








The American men 
have a strong? lineup 
which includes veterans 
such as Greg Foster. 
Sydnee Maree, Steve 
Scott. Henry Marsh. 
John Powel and Willie 
Banks. The missing' list 
IS led by hurdler Tony 
Campbell, who crashed 
into the ninth hurdle in^ 
his attempt to catch up 
with Foster In the 
absence of an injured 
Renaldo Nehemiah, 
Campbell’s chances of a 
medal in Rome is indeed 
bright. National 
champion Jimmy 
Howard could not even 
clear the opening 
height Doug Nordquist 
also missed the bus in 
the same event 
Calvin Smith finished 

The decline of Valerie 
Brisco-Hooks (below) 
has coincided with the 
rise of Jackie 
Joyner 
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Carl Lewis made a se¬ 
rious oomebaok to athle¬ 
tics, winning the long 
jump and the eoom, but 
was beaten in the lOOs 

a lucky third in the 
200m. The 100m world 
record holder can thank 
Olympic silver medallist 
Kirk Baptiste for his 
absence. Floyd Herd’s 
fourth place in the same 
event will deprive the 
American-team of 
another medal prospect 
in Rome In the 400m 
hurdles, the absence of 
.Phillips means the loss 
of at least a bronze and a 
clean sweep by the 
Americans in the event 
seems unlikely 
Yes. the selection 
system is unfair. It 
consists of one meet, 
just like the Olympic 
trials Those who are out 
due to injury do not get 
another chance. Even 
the casualties of the 
meet such as Valerie 
Brisco and Tony 
Campbell do not get a 
berth in spite of their top 
world rankings 

It is a shame that an 
athlete like Evelyn 
Ashford could have been 
out of the team due to 
the crazy scheduling. 

She (20()m) and Carl 
I^wis (1 OOm) were 
lucky since both had 
earlier sustained 
hamstring injuries. 
While they are nursing 
their injuries, their 
European counterparts 
will be working on 
conditioning. 

The organisers had a 
simple explanation. 

‘‘We re trying to get 
recognition for the sport 
(athletics) and get the 
money to keep it going." 
says meet director Bert 
Bonanno Who cares if 
Ashford and l^ewis fail 
in Rome because of 
injury. What counts is 
the almighty television 
dollar 


















E]nter, A NewBreed 


SPORTSWORJJD. The next 
mqfor meet/(»• you wouUbe 
the Asum ChampMnship at 
Singapore '^hatare your 
plans andexpeitatmns? 
SHANBAOH WeUtotell 
you firankly I’ll be more 
worried about thmf^ off 
the track rather thw of 
my opponents at 
Singapore It is bad luck 
which IS my tnsyor 
opponent I was m the 
camp for the last Asian 
Meet which was held at 
Jakarta m 1086 I was 
shaping well but just 
when the final selection 
trials approached I 
suffered a leg ipjuiy and 
had to go back home 
without running m the 
trials 

I am not claiming that I 
would have got a medal at 
Jakarta but I was qmte 
ooiifldent of makmg the 
team to the Asian Meet 

In 19861 did well m the 
selection trials for the 


Vandana Shanbagh is 
today the latest sensation 
on the Indian athletic 
scene. She spoke to our 
Correspondent about her 
almost dramatic 
improvement 


Commonwealth Games ^ 
and was selected also But 
then came the boycott and 
my hopes were (fished 
At the time of the Seoul 
Asian Games, again 1 put 
m everything mto my 
training and qualified for 
Seoul But there I fell sick 
and could not run I was 
more sad because there 
was a lot of tension before 
going to Seoul about the 
qualification of the 4x400 
metre relay scpiad of 
which I was a member 



UeAia, Shmy Abraham 
and Vandana Rao were 
the automatic choioes for 
the relay team But for the 
fourth runner there was a 
run between Valsamma 
and me m which I beat 
her But at the time of the 
event proper I fell sick 
That perhaps was the 
saddest day of my life 

So it’s the odds against 
me that I am more 
worried of rather than my 
opponents 
}^hat wd! you run m 
Singapore? 

Actually I’ve cpialihed 


as a member of the 4x400 
relay team but will run 
400 metre mdividual 
eventalso Thougha 
medal m an international 
meet is always welcome, 
ni be happy if I improve 
on my performance I was 
third m the last SAP 
Games at Dhaka in 400 
metres and gold medabst 
m the 4x400 relay But 
my tuning m 400 metres 
(57 0 sec) IS not worth 
mentioning 

You aiy that improving your 
personal peiformance gives 
you happiness Are you happy 
with what you are running at 
the moment? 

Of course Iracfuite 
satisfied vnth what I am 
runnmg despite not 
having most of the 
facilities available to most 
of my opponents In the 
Playmakers meet m Delhi 
m August 19861 was 
fourth m 400 metres m 
54 9 followed by an 


/’w? hasett at SoUipur wture there i\ 
no ground let atom a track. \toU 
of tny irmninci is done at the 
camps. / don't even have a 
permanent couch 


improved 54.1 the same 
month in the Open meet. 
In Mangaime I came qtiite 
dose to Udia in 54.6 and 
in the Maatere Meet in 
DeUii I recnrded my 
personal beet of 53.71. 

In the 4x400 relay my 
unafficial first leg was 
53.3.1 think it is a 
reasonably good 
improvement and I am 
quite satisfied. But dont 
forget the sky is the limit 
for performanoe and I 
would still like to work 
harder to improve. 

You $qy that you don’t hove 
facilities. Could you please 
explain? 

Fm based atSolapur 
where there ie no ground 
let alone a track. So most 
of my training is done 
when I am in the campe at 
Patiala. Bangalore or 
Eteilu. But you just can’t 
stay in camps all the year. 
And in athletics even a 
single day's training loss 
counts a lot. At home I 
just go out for easy 
running to keep myself fit 
but that is itot enough 

I don’t even have a 
permanent ooach Iwas 



happy when Stiri Ram 
Singh was attached to us 
but after the Seoul Asiad 
there was iiooneto 
guide. At the recent 
Bangalore camp I was 
imder David Premnath, 
an ex-mtemational 
sprinter He is also good, 
bi.it this change of coaches 
ui every camp ie not good. 

Now that you have improved 
considerably within the last two 
seasons. Do you have any 
better job offers or do you pUm 
to change your Job? 


Ill my own small hov / get good 
treatment. Shopkeepers in Sotapur 
recognise me and offer tea... And 
that perhaps is a big satisfaction 


At the moment I’m in 
Central Railways but 
despite winning the 
Intor-Roilway and doing 
well in the Nationals I 
haven't been given any 
promotion. At times you 
feel frustrated and you 
want to change Infact, 
there are some offers from 
banks. But I will not do 
anything in a hurry. Let 
us see. 

You have been to all nu^ 
chies of India for compeddons 
and you have visited abroad 
also. What do you feel ttfdu 
in^fortance being given to 
athletes and athletics in du 
country? 

On the national front, 
athletics doesn’t seem to 
enjoy the status it 
deserves Foe example if 
there is an athlete and a 
cricketer or a tennis 
player in the same job in a 
department, the athlete 
invariably gets less and is 
treated like a second class 



sportsmen. So much so 
that while athletes suffer 
in unreserved seoond 
class bogies going for the 
Nationals and other meets, 
cricketers and 
tennis players fly on office 
account. 

But in my own small 
way I get good treatment 
in Solapur. Shopkeepers 
in the town recognise me 
and offer tea whenever I 
go out shopping. And 
that perhaps is a big 
satisfaction. 

What do you prefer to do 
when not preparing for a 
rruyor pwet or when in camps? 

Training in athletics is 
a yrau round process. 
Otherwise in my spare 
time I generally stay at 
home and you would be 
surprised to know that 
my best fnend is my 
mother Occasionally I 
watch movies and my 
favourite star is 
Madhubala 

Do you have any favourite 
athletes who you would like to 
emulate? 

Lydia de Vega of 
Philippmes is my 
favourite athlete She has 
a good style and she is a 
good person too In Seoul 
1 had a chance to meet her 
though we did not talk for | 
long 

Rakaih Sshai 
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And Now The End 
Is Near 

With the start of the semi finals the 
Wimbledon atmosphere undergoes a 
metamorphosis. But for Rohit Brijnath ‘The 
Fortnight’ was still an experience 


T he semi finals beffin and 

Wimbledon has underg'onc a 
metamorphosis And perhaps 
every yeai’, at exaetly this time in 
‘The fortnij^ht'. change occurs 
Much of the frivolity and gaeity of the 
Championships has gone, foi' now with 
the most coveted title in world tennis two 
matches away, everything is deadly 
serious. 

The first signs are at the Southfields 
tube station itself The excited mass 
flirting with names like Pernfors. 
Sukova and Doohan, like the players, 
have stayed home Now a sparse few 
savour the sunshine and muse about 
another championship gone. 

The ubiquitous lines, sti-etching from 
the gates, back nearly a kilometre and a 
half, are gone. People brought chairs, 
stoves, ghetto blasters and friendship It 
is a part of tradition. Now with centre 




court and numbci- one c«urt being the 
hubs of activity, and tickets at a premium 
(when available, which is seldom) they 
settle in front of the TV. 

The hordes which thronged the outside 
courts, exhorting the underdog, 
screaming “ ‘Enri ’Enri" have faded in 
much the same manner as-- but with 
considerably less grace than-the 
eccentric Ijoconte Now remain the real 
tennis fans, absorbing doubles play and 
looking to learn how to play a Noah drop 
shot (Dtherwise it is the old who have 
been here so many times before 

In 1971 John Newcombe won the men's 
championship and now, a different 
tennis generation later, he is back to 
flavour some of that art (now old and 
patchy) as he contends for the “over 35“ 
Invitation Title. Perhaps he stops at some 
point to think ‘Dear God, Jimmy Ckinnors 
will be eligible to play this event next 
year' 

Yes, Jimmy Connors, sixteen summers 
past his Wimbledon debut, is still a major 
topic of conversation 

His name is being whispered in The 
Tube, thrown about in drawing rooms, 
slurred over in the pubs, written in the 
press rooms and (disbelievingly) 
mentioned in the players' dressing room. 

Not because he is 34 Nor merely 
because he is playing well. But because 
he is providing excitement. And that 
simply is what the people pay for. 

It is preci^ly this factor (the absence of 
skillful or exciting matches) which has 
been rather conspicuous this year. 
Perhaps a reflection of an archaic surface 
(which however must never be changed) 
and disparity in skills. 

Last year, a colleague recounts, there 
were so many encounters worthy of 
memory: Nystrom-Krishnan, 
Curren-Jelen, Becker-Leconte, 
Lendl-Zivojinovic, Mayotte-Lendl. 
Cash-WUander, Connors-Seguso, 
Cash-Leconte. Eight matches, involving 





Cnior^jcifl 


thirteen different players 

This year, till the semi-finals at least, 
there have not been so many. 
Noah-Forpret (five sets). 
Pcrnfors-Mayotte (five sets). 
Connors-Pernfors (five sets), Lendl-Cane 
(five sets) and IJoohan-Becker F’lve 
matehes. nine people And perhaps only 
the Connors-Pernfors match had the 
perfect combination of frenzied 
excitement and spectacular 
performances by both players 

RASS is regarded by most players as a 
great leveller, obviously because it 
does not really feature on the circuit. 
Play at Wimbledon therefore involves 
improvisation, discipline and the ability 
to ^apt rapidly and succesfully from 
French clay. 

But this year, grass has been a leveller 
on two occasions. When Doohan shocked 
Becker and when Pernfors denied 
Mayotte. But otherwise there have been 
no major upsets. There is a considerable 
difference in class between the likes of 
Lendl. Cash. Edberg. Connors (to an 
extent that continues to astound us) and 
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Leconte and the rest They all made it to 
the quarter finals without much of a 
problem. Lendl was always going to beat 
Cane, Leconte gave Mansdorf two sets for 
fun and Connors only likes to win that 
way 

Yes. seeds have fallen But. 

A) for the first time since 1966 all made it 
to the siKiond round 

B) barring Becker, the rest, perhaps with 
the exception of an out-of-form Curren 
are staunch clay court practictioners 

C) as opposed to last year, all four 
semi-finalists—Connors (seeded 
seventh). Cash (eleven). Edberg (four) 
and Lendl (two)—are seeds and three of 
them—Edberg, Cash and Lendl—didn’t 
get you any odds from the bookies 
because they were supposed to be there 
all the time. Doesn't say much for the 
great leveller, does it? 

But if I give you the impression that 
Wimbledon wEisn’t exciting, forgive me 
and forget it. I would come back next 
year just to see Leconte's curving topspin 
pass. And a glimpse of Gabriels 
Sabatini s mystic beauty. 



ffs 

If I give you 
the 

impression 
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Wimbledon 
wasn’t 
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see Leconte’s 
curving 
topspin pass. 
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of Gabriela 
Sabatini’s 
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SUDDEN DEATH! 

Ivan Lendl and Pat Cash walk away from the 
smoking ruins to set up a brand new final 


S o we have a new 
champion alter all 
Now how many of 
you guessed that ^ 

I didn t so what else is 
new around here^ Just 
fortheiecord 1 haven t 
ever been able to 
nominate a wmnei and I 
guess this year just 
wasn t any diffei ent 
Meanwhile stick 
around and wait to see 
what 1 have to say about 
next yeai s winner 
Okay*’ As they say in the 
newspapers watch this 
space* 

I am sui prised when 
Cash beats Connors not 
so much because 
Connors loses but 
because of the mannei in 
which Cash wins 
Connors isn t looking 
for excuses after the 


match and all he says is 
I was hitting shots that 
lie was always ready for 
but when he was hitting 
them I just wasn t 
there 

And then always 
ready for a bit of fun he 
thumps the table in 
mock anger and 
proclaims it wasn t a 
tennis match 1 lost out 
there it was a war 
When he gets up to 
leave he gets a standing 
ovation Coming from a 
bunch of cymeal 


journalists that really 
says something 
Cash wm really 
inci edible over those 
three sets and his 6 4 
6 16 1 scorehne would 
have looked impiessive 
against almost anyone 
In view of the fact that 
the man across the net 
was Jimmy Connors 
that achievement 
borders on the 
momentous Cash pays 
tribute to the way 
Connors is playing at 
age 34 and then says 


when 1 m that age I 
hope 1 can lelax on the 
beach and (ret a good 
suntan Maybe 111 be 
about twenty kilos 
overweight by then and 
111 just about be able to 
make it to the pub with 
my mates Yeah 1 guess 
111 be a real yobbo by the 
time I m Jimmy's age ” 

A pity that the 
Cash-Connors semi final 
was the second of the 
evening because the 
Edberg-Lendl match 
that preceded it was 




















slow to gather 
momentum The first 
two sets were each 
decided by a solitary 
break of serve, but it was 
only when they went 
into the tiebreak in the 
third set that you could 
feel the crowd 
responding. 

Edberg, up d-5 in the 
tiebreak. has the first of 
the four dramatic set 
points (they are one set 
all, remember) and there 
is that famous hush. 
Lendl serves to the 
backhand; 6-6. Lendl 
serves a fault and his 
second serve is brave, 
for he aims successfully 
at the centre line: 7-6. 
And it’s now set point to 
Lendl. 

This ih what the 
tiebreak is all - 


about they call it 
sudden death, in hushed 
voices, when they’re not 
commentating. Edberg’s 
serve to the backhand is 
a good one- 7-7. Things 
are back on an even keel 
Edberg serves, the 
return cramps him for 
space and he attempts a 
drop volley but the ball 
is high, giving Lendl 
time to get to it. But 
Lendl puts the backhand 
into the net. 7-8 and 
Edberg’s second set 
point. Can he go ahead 
by two sets to one 7 
No, he can’t. Lendl’s 
first serve .is angled to 
the Edberg backhand: 
8-8. On the next point, 
the Swede hits a 
forehand out: 9-8 and a 
second set point to 
Lendl. His first serve is a 


fault. Edberg’s return of 
second serve is down the 
line but Lendl hits that 
great running forehand 
10-8 and it’s Edberg 
whose death is sudden 

The tiebreak decided, 
the only remaining 
point of drama comes 
when Lendl, serving for 
the match at 5-2 in the 
fourth set is broken even 
as he needs just two 
points to move into the 
final. Edberg is looking 
good but he is still one 
service break down 
when Lendl serves once 
more for the match at 
5-4,40-0. 

A blocked backhand 
return negates one of 
those match points: but 
Lendl is 

through to his second 
successive Wimbledon 


final. Edberg. beaten but 
phlegmatic nonetheless, 
tells us “there will be 
many opportunities for 
me to come back." 

On the other hand. Pat 
Cash (a semi finalist 
here in 1984 when he 
lost to McEnroe) tells us 
the closest he’s been to a 
Wimbledon final is when 
he sat in the stands and 
watched McEnroe cream 
Connors in that decisive 
straight sets ’84 final 
Did he watch the 1974 
final, when 
Rosewall—the last 
Aussie finalist—was 
beaten by Connors^ Cash 
thinks about it.. .“Nah. I 
was ten years old then. 

Like 1 told you 
folks—Watch this space. 

DavM McMahon, London 
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Wimbledon ’87 


T hey tell me that Paul 
Hogan’s portryal of 
Cneodlle Duadeebna 
oaraod the film's 
promoters (Hogan, Grog 
Chappell, Rod Marsh and 
Dennis Lillee among them) two 
hundred mlUlon doUan 
already 

Now maybe they’ll make a 
movie about Pat Cash, the 
Junior who suddenly broke Into 
the world’s Top Ten, then 
spent a year In the wilderness 
of IhJuiy and Isolation, before 
coming back and whining 
Wimbledon at the age of 22, 
beating the world Number One 
player In straight sets 
But that sort of script would 
be flctlottal, wouldn’t It? Or 
would it? The real life exploits 
of Cash would be dismissed by 
the Dim orltics as yet another 
impossible dream, but they do 
say that truth is sometimes 
stranger than fletlon And In 




The King 

Athletic, rumbustious and 
brilliant, Pat Cash becomes 
the first Australian since 
John Newcombe to be 
crowned Wimbledon 
Champion. Ivan Lendl had 
to be content with the 
runners up trophy for the 
second successive time. 
David McMahon reports 


case they are making the 
movie my nomination for the 
role of Pat Cash would be (wait 
for it, wait for 1^ why 
naturally. Pat Cash himself 
Here he sits, having won the 
championship that everyone 
(myself included, i must admit) 
had mentally awarded to Boris 
Bocker even before the 
tournament had begun And he 
says, with the delightful 
eaithlness and the broad 
Aussie accent of Crocodile 
DiuMfeo"! bloody hope the 
Tobbos were watching the 
matdi back home In the pubs 
and yelling fUr me" 

He has brushed aside the 
world’s leading player Be 
throws a ball into the crowd. 

He vanishes suddenly from the 
court, this rumbustious 
champion, the first Aussie 
sinoe John Newomnbe in 1971 to 
win Wimbledon He threads his 
way through the crowd. 
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mounts a rickety parapet 
and—hey presto—here he is, 
throwing his arms around his 
(hnilly. Wlmbtedon has never 
seen anything like it 

T hirteen months 

ago (well, it was 2nd 
June actually) Pat Cash 
was in a London hospital 
undergoing^ an 
emergency appendix 
operation. He had just 
recovered from a back 
injury that had forced 
him to temporarily 
shelve his tennis for a 
few months. The 
appendectomy was a 
success and Cash was 
back on a tennis court 
just 7a hours later 
He was then ranked 
number 413m the 
w<jrld - wil h a whole 
band of other 
anonymous 
hopefuls—and had to 
accept a wiUI cai d to get 
into the Wimbledon 
draw 

In 1985. aged 20. he had 
been ranked seventh in 
the woi ld and then 
everything collapsed 
around him But in June 
1986 Cash, wild card or 
no wild card, came 
through the Wimbledon 
draw to the quarters 
where he was beaten in 
four sets by Henri 
l^econte 

Today, as this article 
is being written. Cash 
only has one problem 
confronting him. He 
must lead Martina 
Navratilova onto the 
floor (v/ithout tripping, 
without missing a step) 
in the traditional start to 
the Wimbledon ball later 
tonight Or ma.ybe there 
IS a second problem as 
well- having carried 
away a cheque for Rs 
155,000 he has to figure 
out what to do with it. 

It IS not only his 
biggest ever paycheque, 
it is also by far the most 
important in his career. 



Tommy Hindlev 





Hindl»y 



US With a trace of 
sadness shortly after the 
final “I'm not sure 
whether I’m running 
out of time to win here, 
but 1 think I'm still 
improving and 
obviously I’ll be back for 
a few years still 1 know I 
still have a chance '' 
Someone asks him 
what he felt like when 
C'ash was lifting the 
trophy ‘Well, last year 
after I had lost to Boris 
and I had received my 
runner-up trophy I 
asked what I should do 
They said I could leave 
and I did This year they 
asked me to stay so I 
stayed I believe that at 
presentations the 
runner-up shouldn’t be 
around Ho should )ust 
be allowed to leave It’s a 
miserable leelings” 

He's had an amazing 
run ol consistency in 
Grand Slam events since 
last summet He won the 
’86 French Open, 
reached the '86 
Wimbledon final won 
the '86 US Open, reached 
the ’87 Australian Open 


The spectre of defeat 
make Lendl look even 
more gaunt 

semi finals (beaten, 
incidentally for the first 
time by Cash in what 
was their ftfth meeting), 
then won the ’87 French 
Open and reached the 
’87 Wimbledon final 
How’s that foi 
consistency then‘s If that 
isn’t the tiack record of 
a world number one, 
then nothing IS Ivan 
Lendl has come a long 
way since the time he 
lost SIX ol his first seven 
Grand Slam finals and 
acquired the reputation 
ol an illustrious choker 
But he knows that 
Wimbledon is the title 
that counts and he 
makes no bones about 
his desire to win here, 
even if it’s just once 
“It helps to be 
considered a great 
players it you win 
Wimbledon.” he says 
thoughtfully, then 

A fighting Connors 
showed that age is no 
l^arrier 


qualifies that wistful 
statement “I think that 
you can be a great player 
even without winning 
After all, 1 don’t think 
any of you would choose 
to argue with the fact 
that Rosewall was a 
great player even 
though he never won 
here But yes, it does 
help if you have your 
name on the Wimbledon 
roll of honour” 


Yet this man, this 
erudite Czech-born golf 
lover who enjoys 
reading books on 
business management, 
has never won a nugor 
grass court title 
anywhere m the world 
He, like Cash, won 
Junior Wimbledon, but 
the Australian has 
already won his spurs as 
a senior player on grass 
while Lendl must try yet 







again 

Had Lendl won this 
afternoon, it would not 
only have fulfilled that 
burning ambition to 
succeed on the game s 
original, natural 
surface It would have 
been the first time in 
Wimbledon history that 
both singles champions 
were born in 
Czechoslovakia It would 
also have been second 


victory for a Czech born 
male Jaroslav Drobny 
who won here in 1954 
was born in 

Czechoslovakia though 
he held an Egyptian 
passport when he won 
this tournament 
I thought I had a 
good chance to win this 
final you know Lendl 
says It was just that he 
played better than I did 
in every depai tinent of 


the game I was 
frustrated because I was 
trying to hit good first 
serves I was pi easing 
too much and then I 
missed some I didn t 
think he would return 
so well and I certainly 
didn t think he would be 
hitting so many 
winners 

Earlier this after noon 
they collared John 
Newcombe and a&ked 




him to nominate a 
winner (do I really need 
to tell you who 
Newcombe chose*^) and 
then they got talking 
about Ctentre Ckiurt 
nerves Newcombe 
recounted what he had 
felt like as he walked out 
to play his first final He 
said he felt no different 
when he walked out onto 
Centie Court than he 
had during any of his 
earlier matches But it 
was only when he 
bounced the ball before 
serving the fir st point 
that he noticed his hand 
was shaking 
Cash also confessed to 
nerves I^ast night I was 
watching 

television—which is so 
terrible in this 
country -and there 
were all sor ts of things 
on my mind I had 
butterflies 'Ihis 
morning my legs were 
iikejellv when 1 was 
practising but I guess 
Ivan was no different 
Cash IS ac tually the 
second Australian hero 
of this year s 
tournament for there 
was a guy called Peter 
Doohan (i emember 
him*^) who put Becker 
out in four sets in the 
first week Doohan 
survived one more 
round before losing and 
though Cash admitted 
Doohan played well he 
pointed out if Becker 
had won that match and 
anothei couple of 
matches 1 think he 
would have gone on a 
roll and would have been 
very difficult to beat 
Interestingly Cash was 
in the same half as 
Beckei and though the 
entii e Press cor ps hen 
had tipped Becker to 
win there was a solitary 
Engl ish jour nahst who 
had his money on C ash 
even before the 
tour nameiit began 

Tommy HimHey 37 
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Martina Navratilova 


Holding On 

The top women’s player successfully fought 
back a Steffi Graf challenge to her Wimbledon 

and world titles 


T he ladies draw was as 
fasc mating as the men’s 
On the one hand Martina 
Navratilova the top seed, 
the world number one and 
defending champion comes into 
the 1987 championships 
without a single tournament 
victoi y this year beaten six 
times in seven months The 
focus of attention is shifting to 
yet another preccK lously West 
German teenager who has not 
lost a match throughout the 
year and who beat Martina in 
the final of the French Open to 
pick up her fii st Grand Slam 
title 

Martina is seeded one Giat 
two and buried in the top half ol 
the draw is a ladv who is 
playing under her maiden name 
following a painiul divorce, a 
three-tirne champion named 
Chris Evert who is seeded three 
The glare of publicity is 
shart^- not equally 1 must 
hasten to point out—between the 
first and second seeds while 
Evert makes her unobtrusive, 
businesslike way through the 
draw 

Suddenly before we are aware 
of it we have a semi final 
between Navi atilova and Ever t 
Navi at ilova takes the first set 
and looks comfortably placed 
when Evert strikes back 
winning the second Then, at 
5-5 30-30 in ttie final set 
ever yone i ealises that the 
contest has risen from the 
subl ime to the opu Evert almost 
Ignored through the first few 
matches, has pushed the 
champion furthei than any of 
her othei rivals in the draw 
Of course, NavratiloVa wins 
Of course, she wipes away the 
semi-compulsory tear Of 



Toinmy Htndley 





While Navratilova 
played aggreasive tennis 
to keep her hold on the 
trophy (inset), Steffi 
Oraf was a picture of 
elegance (facing page) 
Unfortunately, elegranoe 
wasn’t enough to beat a 
determined Martina 
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course she says that the 
emotion was b^ause Chris got 
beaten not because she won We 
believe her The two of them 
have played 73 times Martina 
winning 39 of those matches 
Evert contemplative but far 
from defimte says she is not too 
sure about her retii ement 
Should she turn back on the 
game she has certainly left us 
with a wonderful finale to the 
greatest rivalry seen in women's 
tennis 

And I hasten to point out that 
the semi final is the sternest test 
of Navratilova s title defence for 
she puts Graf out m straight 
sets to bring up her eighth 
smgles title and her sixth m a 
row She hopes to add to that 
tally and I’m sure she would like 
to win a triple crown at 
Wimbledon for the first time 
I’m even sure she has her eye on 
Billie Jean King’s total of 20 
Wimbledon titles 

Which means she will be 
around for some time yet even 
if Evert isn’t But tarry a while 
Do not mourn the passing of 
their rivalry, for m Graf and 
Sabatini we have the nucleus of 
yet another epic rivalry And 
Graf looks ominously 
determined about assuming 
Navratilova’s well-worn mantle 
of the greatest woman player of 
all tune 

Which reminds me IfGiaf 
ever loses an earring she can 
borrow one from Pat Cash 

OawM McMahon 
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REOIOMALItOUmiV 


CALCUTTA 

Five-a-side 

Football 

T he Calcutta Cricket and 
Football Club continues to 
contribute in its little way in 
promoting sport in the city. Its 
most recent effort was the inter 
club fivo-a-side socc*er tournament 
played under floodlights. 

The only complaint one could 
think of was the fact that only 
nine teams participated. It would 
be a good idea to open the 
tournament a lot more and invite a 
few more teams. Only when more 
people play five-a-side football will 
the game grow in popularity. 

That being the only negative 
factor, the tournament was played 
through to its customarily smooth 
finish. Holders Dalhoxisie 
Institute (A) had the stars, the 
class and the vociferous support 
to retain the trophy quite easily. 
Though they managed to score 
only once in the final against 


CCPC (Whites), DI(A) had it all 
under control. With local hockey 
stalwarts Divyak Ooshi, Ranjit 
Sen and Akhtaruddin in the 
company of former internationals 
Pradeep Choudhary, Shyamal 
Banerjee and Compton Dutta, the 
winners were in a class of 
themselves. With Biswajit 
Bhattarcharya doing the running 
and the striking, D1(A) had the 
ideal balance for this version of 
the game. 

The loser’s plate was won by 
CCFC (Blues) with Bengal Rowing 
club finishing runners up. The 
Player of the Tournament? Yes, 
you guessed right, Biswajit 
Bhattacharya! 

lnter>Club 

Carnival 

T he Inter-Club Sports Carnival 
at the Saturday Club takes 
centrestage as the cream of 
amateur sport in the city comes 
together for a lively week of 
competition The meet, always 


well-contested, well attended and 
well organised, has a number of 
famous personalities taking part, 
but not in their favourite events. 
This is ensured as the rules do not 
permit any ranked players or 
professionals from jjarticipating. 

With this as the fundamental 
rule and fun as the primary goal, 
the meet was, as always, a 
success. Hosts Saturday Club with 
convincing wins in the 
badminton, squash, swimming 
and bridge were easy winners of 
, the over-all trophy. Dalhousie 
Institute with a truly memorable 
performance on the tennis court 
and the runner up berths in table 
tennis and swimming, finished 
second in the final points tally 

The prestigious Fairplay Award 
presented by the Calcutta Central 
Round Table 38 was very 
deservingly won by the Calcutta 
Cricket and Football Club, who 
irrespective of how they fared, 
made it a point to take part in all 
the events And did it with a smile. 

Barry O'Brian 


WHY UET PUIUED MUSCLES 
RUIN HIS WORKOUTS? 


DISCOVER THE 
POWER OF 
HEALING IN 
YOUR OWN HANDS 

The worm, gentle touch of your 
hands ond the healing power of 
lodex—that's what he needs. So 
keep lodex handy. Because lodex 
is the balm with Iodine which heals 
the injured tissues, and Methyl 
Salicylate which relieves the pain 
lodex twice-a-doy is twice as 
effective. 

Doctors recommend that you 
use lodex twice-o-day till the pain 
subsides...and a couple of days 
thereafter. Because pain is only 
the symptom, whereas the real 
problem is tissue injury. 

So, whenever any of your dear 
ones suffer from pulled muscles, 
sprains, stiff joints, or bodyaches, 
massage a little lodex. Twice a day 
And they'll thank you for putting 
them back m action twice as fast. 



SNOF- AN ESKAYEF PRODUCT 


-THE ONE BALM WITH HEAUNG POWER 



HOUNOUP 

BANGALORE 

A Dream Comes Thie 

mHE 12th National Teams Chess 
A Chcunpionship which 
concluded in Bangalore last 
Sunday after a tense week long 
Btruggle^left the yoimg Neyveli 
Lignite Corporation team 
victorious with a tally of 21 points 
from 28 games. Central Reserve 
Police Force and Union Bank ‘A’ 
team tied for second spot with 
20.5 points but C.R.P.F had a 
better technical score in the tie 
breaker. 

ForN.L.C it was a dream comes 
true. In the past three years their 
efforts to clinch the prestigious 
title has been in vain despite being 
the best prepared team. N.L.C 
was led by Lanka Ravi with 
experienced national players like 
A. Pavanasam, P. Mithrakanth, 8. 
Ganesan and K. Murugan 
backing up his effort, the only 
drawback was that they didn’t get 
their breaks at the proper 
moment. 

Holders C R.P.F and Union 
Bank were the favourites on 
paper, but Union Bank, suffered 
from the absence of International 
Master D. V. Prasad and national 
runnerup S.C. Sahu who were 
away for the Inter-Zonals at 
Yugoslavia as player and coach 
respectively. International Master 
Pravin Thipsay spearheaded the 
challenge to regain the crown 
along with Ravi Hegde, Shared 
Tllak, Peter Long and myself. 
Though Union Bank 'A' were the 
top rated team with an 
international EIo rating average 
of 2325.1 had my own doubts 
about our chances as well as 
C.R.P.F’s. The main drawback m 
these teams was that they could 
not keep pace with N.L.C when it 
came to efficient scoring over 
weaker teams. 

N.L.C took an early lead by 
winning their first two matches 
against Bank of India and Union 
Bank ‘B’ team with a cent per cent 
score while Union Bank ‘A’ team 
were involved in a second round 
tussle with C.R.P.F. This was a 
crucial match that we very much 
wanted to win and after we had 
split points in three games with a 



Thipsay stares at the dream that didn’t materialise 


win and a draw each. Everything l over Indian Bank turning the 
depended on the top board match tide in at least three boards from 
between the former national inferior positions. Union bank 

champions Nasir Ali and Pravin tied with C.R.P.F with 20.5 points 
Thipsay It was a classic battle in a each leaving N .L C an outside 
King's Indian defence where chance of reaching the top by a 4 

Nasir Ali outplayed Thipsay in the to nil victory over hosts 
opening and built up a promising Karnataka, 
position. Thipsay was in his usual Well did I say that they didn’t 
time scramble, with just 5 have their breaks at proper 

minutes left for 18 moves. A moments’’ I had to eat my words, 

tough proposition indeed in a What seemed to be an upset 

difficult position. Surprisingly, victory for Karnataka turned into 
Nasir Ali who had more than 40 a nightmare when they were 

minutes in his clock sank into vanquished by a perfect score. In 

deep thought due to lack of a the top three boards N.L.C simply 

strategic plan. Soon both the turned the tables when they had 

players were on equal terms on been cornered. Mithrakanth over 

time and when Thipsay suddenly run Gopalakrishnan in a drawish 
claimed the game on time. Nasir end game and in a good position 
Ali was bewildered, for having Ravisekhar lost on time on the 

been accustomed to the clock 39th move against Murugan. This 

settings of 4.00 pm he thought he laid the burden on Sudhakar 
still had an hour left for the Babu-Lanka Ravi game in which 

stipulated 40 move time control. the captain of N.L.C was in bad 
But at Bangalore the arbiters shape. N.L.C had to win this game 

insisted and set clocks at 3 pm to pip both Union Bank and 

though F I.D.E has recommended C.R.P.F at the post. Sudhakar 
otherwise. Babu won a pawn in a queen's 

The points position at the start Indian defence and steered clear of 

of the final round wasjUnion trouble in times of pressure But 

Bank ‘A’ and C.R.P.F 17.5 points in the simple position he 
and N.L.C 17. Union Bank ‘A’ met committed a gross mistake and 
the strong Kerala team and had to resign immediately due to 

succedad in only extracting 3 loss of a piece. Lanka Ravi was 

points. Thipsay auid Peter Long overcome with joy. At last they 
drew their matches while Ravi have won the most sought after 

Hegde got the match winner by title in the country. 

crushing Haridoss on board two, 

C.R.P.F was fortunate to win 3 to RavlKunuN- 
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ALL iN THE GAME 


Smart 

Enough 


To play football 

Y ou have 15 seconds to 
answer these 
questions Ready? 

Begin. 

1. If you have three 
people and Person No. 1 
was introduced to 
Person No. 2, and 
Person No. 2 was 
introduced to Person 
No. 3, can you deduce 
that Person No. 1 was 
introduced to Person 
No. 3’ 

2. If Person No. 1 is 
taller than Person No. 2 
and Person No. 2 is 
taller than Person No. 3, 
is Person No. 1 taller 
than Person No 3? 
That’s it Time's up! 
Did you say no to the 
first and yes to the 
second*? If so then you’re 
fit to qualify for 
selection to the NFL. 

Yes, these questions are 
part of a series of tests 
drawn up to check the 
IQ of the now drafts into 
America’s most 
prestigious professional 
sport—American 
Football 


Called the Wonderlic 
Personnel Test, the 
examinee has to answer 
50 questions in a given 
time limit. While logic is 
one of the leading topics, 
math, geometry and 
semantics also feature in 
the test. Now who’s 
calling the American 
footballers dumb? 

Vain Is Pain 

Who’s 

complaining? 

W HILE Rolls Royce 
owners have 
accepted the theft of the 
silver lady that graces 
the hood as part of the 
problems that come with 
owning a status symbol, 
owners of Mercedes 
Benz and Volkswagen 
cars are also reeling 
under a barrage of thefts 
that leaves their 
machines without their 
bonnet emblems 
The recent spate of 
thefts of the Benz and 
Volkswagen has been 
attributed to a group of 
British youngsters who 
dance to heavy metal 
and adorn their 
imitation designer garb 
with car logos and 




symbols. In fact, car 
logos have become 
crucial style accessories 
to the coolest street kids. 
And they’ve been 
labelled the Beastie 
Boys. 

While the car owners 
couldn’t be too happy 
with the trend, the 
companies certainly 
airen’t complaining. 

While Mercedes Benz 
have just sold out, 
Volkswagen are 
claiming a 130 per cent 
rise in logo sales Why. 
they even had the logo 
swiped off one of their 
company cai’s! 

Toeing The 
Turf 

A thorn in his side 

ERE's a bit of news 
for all you tennis 
freaks. The biggest 
problem faced by Jim 
Thorne, the head 
groundsman at the All 
England Club— home of 
the prestigious 
Wimbledon tennis 
championships, is 
toe-dragging. 

Spending all of 50 
weeks preparing the 
turf for two weeks of 
firenzied activity, Thorne 
just cannot figure out 


how to deal with 
four-inch deep, foot long 
and two-inch wide cuts 
made at the baseline by 
servers who drag their 
toe. He says the problem 
is compounded by 
players who wear shoes 
with small studs in the 
toe region, and is yet to 
find a way to fill in the 
Roles. 

But it IS Jim Thorne’s 
confession that will 
shock you. As a game, 
he prefers golf to tennisi 

Short circuit 

L’Equipe equips 

HEN the French 
rugby team 
embarked on their 
Rugby World Cup 
campaign, they were 
accompanied by a huge 
Press contingent too 
But player-Press 
relations weren’t exactly 
what you could call 
cfjrdial. Matter of fact, 
the entire French Press 
corps staged a walkout 
of a Press Conference 
when, after their 
historic win over 
Australia, coach 
Jacques Fouroux 
accused them of 'killing 
the team’ with their 
criticism. 

But all that animosity 
was buried when Jean 
Baptiste Lafond, the 
French three quarters, 
landed up at Sydney 
airport for a flight to 
Auckland wearing 
Bermuda shorts. Told by 
his manager that he 
would not be allowed to 
board until he had on a 
pair of trousers—^and 
with the luggage 
already checked 
in—Lafond was a 
worried man till a 
L’Equipe journalist 
gallantly offered him his 
trousers and himself sat 
the flight out in his 
underpants. 
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and toe stoain nwiS 
eventually make you 
sriveliup.Ontbsothw,' 
hand, if you stint Uvioff 
a aiightly more active 
Ufe and make aalight ' 
adjustment toyour 
calorie iatc^, you've 
^Dt to lose weight. Thave 
just is no other way to. 
lose weight perxnanentiy 
without injuring your 
body. 

It’s basically like this: 
the human body bos'- . 
been compared to an 
engine by Morehouse. It 





When a person takes 
in more caloric food 
content that he 
expends in energy, 
he must gain weight. 
The average-sixed 
adult consumed 
about2,400calories 
a day. He expends 
about2,300calories 
a day. This 
100-caiorie-a-day 
difference between 
intake and use is the 
cause of his creeping 
obesity 
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STOP 

SCRATCHING! 


Treat embarrassing skin infections* 
with Pragmatar, the trusted anti>fungal 
ointment. 



* Dhobi's Itch. 

Mo^llv in ijrniii 
indiratiiHis Iklnnij 
and icddcni'd skin 


* Athlete's Foot 
OiMirsmi fci-i 
IjelwiHHi lot s 
IndiCidiiuis Soreness 
rra( kiiii( and iieelinij 
skin 


* Ringworm 

(kilns dll liver hiidv 
liidiidlioiis Roiiiul 
Mdiv rii)t;s Red mil 
ikh\ 


P leasantly perfumed, non staining 
Pragmatar works in 4 vital wav.s against 
all these skin intections. Firstly, it penetiates 
to every part ol the affected aica due to its 
oil-in-water emulsion base. Secondly, the 
cetyl alcohol coal tar distillate in Pragmatar 
stops the urge to scratch, giving welcome 
relief and confining the infection ITiirdly, it 
fights the infection thoroughly since it 
contains sulphur, an effective anti-fuiigal 
agent. Fourthly, the salicylic acid helps 
infected skin to fall away and new skin to 
grow, thus treating the infection completely 

No wonder wen doctors -- 

recommend it. Keep 


Pragmatar handy 
always. Because skin 
infection can strike 
anytime. 
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From Eskayef, makers of 



For quick relief from fungai infection 


mARV 


I Mf Ivan Lendl gets 
past a fighting Henri 
Leconte in straight sets 
to enter the semifinal of 
the Wimbledon 
championships at 
London His opponent in 
the semifinal will be 
Stefan Edberg who beats 
his doubles partner 
Anders Jarryd Meeting 
in the other semifinal 
will be Jimmy Connors 
and Pat Cash who beat 
Slobodan Zivojinovic 
and Mats Wilander 
respectively. 

In the ladies' singles, 
Martina Navratilova and 
Chris Evert set up an 
age-old clash when they 
both win their 
quarterfinal matches 
against Dianne 
Balestrat and Claudia 
Kohde-Kilsch 
respectively In the 
other semifinal, Pam 
Shnver faces Steffi Graf 

July Steffi Graf blasts 
Pam Shnver off court 
to win her semifinal and 
set up a final against 
Martina Navratilova 
who survives a tough 
struggle against Chris 
Evert 

England crumble to 136 
all out on the first day of 
the third Test against 
Pakistan at Leeds With 
Imran Khan. Wasim 
Akram and Muiisin 
Kamal sharing the 
spoils, Pakistan end the 
day at 76 for two 

3 July Ivan Lendl 
survives an early 
scare to beat Stefan 
Edberg 3-6.6-4, 7-6,6-4 
and enter the 
Wimbledon final In the 
second match ol tht iay, 
Pat Cash obliterates the 
challenge of Jimmy 
Connors in straight sets. 

Salim Malik is 
Pakistan's hero as he 
misses a century by one 


run but guides his team 
to 280 for seven on the 
second day of the Leeds 
Test against England. 

4 July Martina 
Mavratilova is the 
Wimbledon champion as 
she holds off Steffi 
Grafs challenge 7-5,6-3 
in the final. Also in the 
winning act are Ken 
Flach and Robert Seguso 
who beat Sergio Casal 
and Emilio Sanchez for 
the men's doubles title 
and Tom Gullikson who 
beats Bob Lutz for the 
over-35 title 

Pakistan amass 353 
runs in their first 
innings to take a 
217-run lead in the third 
Test at Leeds At draw of 
stumps. England look 
headed for an innings 
defeat at 186 for seven 

July Pat Cash IS the 
new Wimbledon 
champion as he denies 
Ivan Ixjndl even a set in 
the final on Cent re 
Court. Cash plays great 
tennis to win 7-6. 6-2, 

7-5 In the other final of 
the day, Helena Sukova 
and Claudia 
Kohde Kilsch win the 
women’s doubles 

July Pakistan crush 
England by an 
innings and 18 runs to 
win the third Test at 
Leeds and take a 1 -O lead 
in the five-match scries. 
Imran Khan is again the 
hero of the match with 
seven second innings 
wickets for 40 runs 

Nigel Mansell roars to 
victory in the French 
Grand Pnx. Driving his 
Williams-Honda with 
authority, Mansell 
maintains an average 
speed of 188 56 kmph 
on the Ijc Castellet 
circuit to notch up his 
second win of the 
season 
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tiPonTiNiaupe 


Endless Tennis 

The rain fell, the wind blew, lightnins flashed 
and their eyes be^an playing tricks on them, but 
Bill Victor and Mark Humes entered the 
Ouinness Book after playing the game 
continuously for 120 hours and 9 minutes! By 
that time Victor began seeing halos round the 
tennis balls and Humes kept seeing bumps 
instead of the court’s white boundary lines! 

Hard Hit 

The Nicsuraguan Baseball team which is playing a 
series of games in the U .8. A. was called ‘Bats Not 
Bombs', with a view to promoting peace through 
sport. But the name was too martial and scared 
off potential sponsors so the team was 
re-christened ‘Baseball Diplomacy’! 


BwnteTaMs 










Ski slope of the rich and famous. 



'Double dribble!' 


'Cut out the rough stuff." 
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CROSSWOnO/QUiZ 


Crasswonl 373 



ACROSS 


1 Biblical current-day 
hurdler (5) 

3 What the umpire sayb before 
the first ball of the match is 
bowled (4) 

6 Cricket ground so named in 
India because sisters of that 
surname used to take a walk 
there (4) 

9,10 and 11 Racing venue m 
England might be mistaken 
for a place of business (3,6) 

12 Fencing equipment, 
returning, is between 
directions (4) 

14 What Qavaskar wore on his 
cricket clothes and irked the 
BCCI returning (4) 

15 Cricket's handsomest stroke’’ 
(5) 

DOWN 

1 Month for an former England 
cricketer (3) 

2 To indict for a woman tennis 
player paired with Cliff Richard (3) 

3 Father and son who have played 
in the cncket World Cups (7) 

4 Olympic venue starts with an 
insect (7) 

5 Australia's champion swimmer of 
the Sixties ends in South Eastern 
Railway (1,6) 

7 Boxing promoter composes a 
arcle towards the start (3 4) 

8 The first professional to captain 
England in a Test series climbs 
( 1 . 6 ) 

13 You need a good ‘this’ to win in 
chess(3) 

14 Number of batsmen who have 
twice scored more than 300 runs 
in a Tests Innings (3) 

Excellent: 16-14, Good: 13-12, 
Fair: 11 


QUESTIONS 

1 He 18 the only Test player (so 
far) ’to have been on the field 
all five days in his first 

Test—with pads throughout’’ 
Guess who’’ 

2 Who IB the second Indian to 
«3ore a Teat century in his 
first innings as captam’’ 

3 What IS statistically common 
between Dennis Lillee and 
Richard Hadlee’’ 

4 What IS the highest Test score 
made by a Sri Lankan’’ 

5 Who IS credited with the 
highest score among those 
who have notched Test 
centuries in their first innings 
as captains’’ 

6 Who 18 the only one with twin 
hundreds among the 
centurions refei red to in the 
preceding question’’ 

7 Who IS the first Englishman 
to hit thi ee centuries in 
successive Tests against 
Australia’’ 

8 Who scoi ed the slowest ever 
double century outside Test 
cricket’’ 

ANSWERS 

1 Brendon Kuruppu (Sn 
Lanka) who opened the 
batting and kept wicket in the 
first Test against New Zealand 
at Colombo on April 16 18 

19 20 and 21 1987 

2 SM Gavaskar 116 vs New 
Zealand in the first Test at 
Auckland (January 24-28, 
1976) 

3 Both reached 355 Test wickets 
in 70 Tests 

4 The 201 by Brendon Kuruppu 
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m the Test referred to m the 
first answer 

5 G T Dowlmg (New Zealand) 
who scored 239 in the Second 
Teat vs India at Christchurch 
m 1967-68 

6 G S Chappell (Australia) who 
scored 123 and 109 n o 
against West Indies m the 1st 
Test at Brisbane in 1975-76 

7 Jack Hobbs 126 n o , 187 and 
178 in the 2nd 3rd and 4th 
against Test Austraha at 
Melbourne, Adelaide and 
Melbourne (1911 -12; 
respectively 

8 Nawab of Pataudi (Jr), who 
scored 200 for South Zone vs 
West Zbne in 622 minutes in 
the Duleep Trophy final at 
Bombay in 1966-67 

QUESTIONS 

Fill in the blanks with 

appropriate insertions 

1 Guria Lanchkhuti is a 

football team of-- 

2 -IS the panda mascot of 

the 1990 Beipng Asiad 

3 India finished fifth in the lOth 

Asian Games (Seoul) medals 
tally behind China, Korea, 
Japan and. 

4 - skiing IS getting 

increasingly popular in Asia, 
South America, Africa and 
Europe 

5 -ran the lOOm with the 

second fastest time in history 

6 The-metre freestyle has 

now been included in the 
Olympic swimming 
programme 

7 -holds the world record in 

triple jump 

8 - 18 Bntam’s only 

first-class cricketing Prime 
Minister 

9 - 18 the home town of Sir 

Donald Bradman 

ANSWERS 

1 theUSSR 

2 Xiang Mao 

3 Iran 

4 Alpine 

5 Ben Johnson 

6 50 

7 WUhe Banks 

8 Sir Alec Douglas-Home 

9 Bowral 

RanfitatwM 











BOOKCHWCE 



VENeSARKAR 

VEN6EANCE 


MARSHALL ART! 

Malcolm Marshall is widely 
acknowledged as the fastest bowler in 
the world. In the opening extract from 
his autobiography , Marshall describes 
the humiliation he 
encountered on Test debut. 


D ilip VEVGSARKAR 
IS one of the finest 
batsmen in 
contemporary cricket 
and proof of his quality 
came m 1986 when he 
became the first 
overseas player to score 
three Test centuries at 
Ijords not even 
Bradman could match 
that Yet while I readily 
acknowledge his fine 
achievement I could not 
bring myselt to get very 
enthusiastic about it He 
IB the one ci icketer I 
! have ever disliked and 
the only one I have felt 
consistently hostile 
towards It all stems 
from my Test debut at 
Bangalore in 1978 when 
his constant appealing 
in my short innings, 1 
believe, was responsible 
foi me being given out 
unfairly It was the day 1 
cried my way back to the 
pavilion and the day I 
was hunuliatod in 
public I will never 
forget the taunts and the 
disgrace and. possibly 
•unfairly also. I saw 
Vengsarkar as the mam 
6ulprit I vowed revenge 
and m 1982-83, four 
long years later, I gut it 
The St John’s wicket 
could not have been 
morebemgn It had 
absolutely nothing in it 
for the kkes of me, Andy 
Roberts, playing on his 
home ground, or 


Winston Davis from St 
Vincent, making his 
Test debut in place of 
Joel Garner who was m 
need of a rest after a 
long, hard season 
playing for South 
Australia in the 
Sheffield Shield 
competition It was a 
wicket made lor the 
Indian 

stroke-makers -and 
that meant Vengsarkar 
Kapil Dev lost the toss, 
as he did in every match, 
and Clive Lloyd made 
India bat first with the 
senes already safely 
won Bowlmg around 
the wicket I soon had 
Gavaskar caught behind 
and with Gaekwad 
caught at slip by 
Richards off Roberts, to 
the delight of the 
Antiguan crowd, 
Vengsarkar arrived at 
the crease with 
Amamath as his 
partner Until 
Amamath left the field 
with leg cramps, they 
were hitting us all over 
the Recreation Ground, 
as it 18 called, and my 
feelmgs of mtense 
dislike—not hate—for 
Vengsarkar were stirred 
again when he became 
involved in what I 
believe was btetant 
gamesmanship 
Standmg at the 
non-striker’s end while 1 
was bowlmg, I heard 


him repeatedly telhng 
the umpire while 1 was 
m earshot that 1 was 
over-stepping the crease 
and bowling nu-balls If 
that was designed to 
upset and irritate me. 
then he certainly 
succeeded 1 was furious 
and absolutely beside 
myself with anger as the 
memories of his 
performance at 
Bangalore flooded back 
1 have never felt like this 
about an opponent, 
either before or since, 
but 1 will admit now that 
I not only wanted to get 
him out, I didn’t mmd if 
I decapitated him m the 
process 1 came in 
quicker than ever as he 
faced up to me, just 22 
yards away, and 1 
showered him with a 
hail of bouncers He was 
aggressive from the 
start of his innings and 
as he raced to his 50 and 
beyond, my desperation 
grew more mtense by 
the run There was no 
way 1 was going tp let 
him get his century 
after what he had been 
trymg to do to me On he 
went, 60.70 to 81 when 
our battle reached a new 
and crucial stage Once 
more I let him have it 
with another bouncer 
which smacked into his 
helmet That shook him 
but his response could 
not have been more 


positive Realising now 
that I meant business, 
he took three boundaries 
from the remainder of 
my over m what I can 
only describe as risky 
shots If I was desperate 
to get him out before he 
reached his hundred, he 
was becoming desperate 
to get there Tins was 
war Surely nothing 
could stop him, not even 
me bowlmg with fire m 
my belly Once more I 
tore m and gave him yet 
another short-pitched 
delivery On 94 there 
was no need for him to 
take any more risks, but 
Vengsarkar was 
rattled- I could tell that 
after hitting him on the 
helmet and he was not 
behaving normally He 
had been shifting 
nervously m his crease 
and he was patently as 
not as m command as a 
man six short of his 
century should have 
been 1 sensed my 
chance Hewentforthe 
hook, topedg^ it and to 
my lastmg delight, 
Davis held the catch on 
the long leg boundary 
Another couple of yards 
and it would have been 
SIX runs—and his 
hundred 
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Could you imagine Engiand 
choosing a piayer with 
only one county match 
behind him? 


Jamaica’s Sabina Park 
in 1984 and it was the 
one occasion in my 
entire career when a 
racist outburst 
threatened to interrupt 
play. The Australians 
were beings annihilated. 
This was the fifth Test 
and they had lost the 
previous two in 
Barbados and Anti^a 
by 10 wickets and an 
innings and 36 runs 
re8p)ectively. 

Only one man 
I stood in our wayas he 
had defiantly done 
throughout a very 
one-sided series. Allan 
Border was in no mood 
to surrender though all 
about him were. Perhaps 
he was at the end of his 
tether after what must 
have been something of 
an ordeal for him and 
his players in the 
Caribbean. Joel Garner 
bowled a bouncer at the 
beleagured Australian 
captain and he must 
have picked it up late 
because he only took 
evasive action at the last 
split second Border’s 
temper spilled over ‘You 
black-—', he shouted, 
using a four-letter word 
to round off his 
outburst. For a moment 
we were all too stunned 
to react. Had we heard 
him properly? Joel stood 
in the middle of the 
wicket with his arms on 
his hips rigid with 
disbelief I was angered 
by what I had heard. I 
could nut credit that a 
man in his position 
would use such a 
blatantly antagonistic 
phrase, least of all 
surrounded, as he was, 
by 11 black opponents. 
No amount of pressure 
could surely excuse 
such an unpleasant and 
, outrageous statement. 
Had it been aimed at 
anyone other than the 
gentle Garner 


retribution would have 
been swift. Had he 
hurled his obscenity at 
me I would have charged 
in very fast indeed next 
ball and who knows 
what I would have 
unleashed. Garner, 
though, took it in his 
massive stride and in 
almost total silence went 
back to his mark and 
continued his over as if 
nothing had happened. 
We asked Joel what he 
was going to do about 
such an incident, 
especially aus Border 
showed no signs of 
apologising. I don’t 
know if he ever did, but 
Joel, hurt though he 
obviously was, nobly 
decided against any 
avenging action and the 
incident died quietly 
amid a sense of ftiry 
among his team-mates. I 
can only reiterate that 
Border was lucky it was 


Garner who was 
bowling to him. 
Sometimes he is too soft 
for his own good. 

TO INDIA. 1978-79 

I HAD either met or 
knew about all the 
other players and it was 
with great and 
mounting anticipation 
that I boarded the plane 
for London where we 
were staying for three 
days before continuing 
our journey to India and 
the great unknown. I 
had heard so much 
about London, one of the 
supreme capitals of the 
world, from other 
Barbadians who had 
either gone there to live 
I and work or who had 
I been there as visitors. 
They all told of its 
vastness; of its grim 
suburbs and its 
nightlife. As a wide-eyed 
boy from a little 


Caribbean isleuid, I was 
especially keen to 
sample the nightlife. 
London was cold and 
gripped by a northern 
winter but I was 
immediately fascinated. 
It was hard to know 
which way to look. No 
sooner had we booked 
into a Lancaster Gate 
hotel than Parry, 
Greenidge, Clarke and 
myself were on our way 
out again in search of 
the famous clubs of 
London. Remember I 
was a non-drinker, 
non-smoker and the 
only girls I knew were 
from the same rural 
background as myself. 

It was all a bit too much 
to comprehend. The four 
of us found ourselves at 
the ’Twilight Club, a 
whirl of all that I had 
hoped for in a London 
club and pretty girls and 
drinks I had never even 
heard of to be discovered 
in all directions. We 
bought three jugs of 
beer between us and I 
took to its intoxicating 
taste with increasing 
relish. The girls became 
more attractive by the 
minute as the drink 
slipped down smoothly! 
Like giggling 
schoolboys at our first 
party, we summoned 
en<mgh Dutch courage 
to approach four highly 
desirable young ladies 
we had been eyeing 
across the club for some 
time. They saw us 
coming.. .and howl As 
we swayed across to chat 
them up. they were 
ready to welcome us 
with open 

arms—provided we were 
prepared to buy them 
their favourite drink, 
which just happened to. 
be the very best 
champagne! I had heard 
about this famous 
French drink and was 
fairly keen to have a 
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Or Australia beckoning 
forward a 20-year-old 
rookie with a single state 
game to his name? 


drop or two myself. We 
bought a bottle, and 
then another, and then 
another. In the end we 
got through four bottles 
of the stu^ at the little 
matter of £23 a time. 

The girls must have 
thought it was 
Christmas. By the end of 
the evening we were 
hardly in a position to 
contradict them. 
Somehow, with the girls 
in tow, we staggered 
back to the hotel to take 
the evening an exciting 
step or two further. 
Alvin got out some 
brandy and that too 
quickly disappeared 
and, for the first time in 
my life. I was well and 
truly drunk. Just as I 
was ready to offer one of 
the girls the comforts of 
my room my plans took 
a nasty 

tumble—literally! With 
the lounge twisting and 
turning around me, 1 
fell across a table and 
lapsed into a state of 
alcohol-induced 
unconsciousness. When 
I finally opened my eyes 
many hours later, the 
room was still, the girls 
had gone and ray head 
hurt like it had never 
hurt before. 

For the rest of our stay 
in London. I paid dearly 
for my night out. My 
pockets were empty and 
I spent the best part of 
the next three days 
staring into a toilet bowl 
as I gradually eased my 
way back into the world 
of the living. It was a 
painful way to learn the 
lessons of London’s 
sophisticated clubland. 

HUMILIATION 

M y first Test match 
innings was a 
miserable experience. I 
was cheated out and I 
cried all the way back to 
the pavilion. It is a 


moment I will never 
forget Nor will I ever 
forgive the Indians, 
player and umpire, for 
what happened to me 
that hot and sultry day 
in Bangalore The 
occasion was the second 
Tost, in December 197B 
I was still a boy in a 
man’s world and I was 
about to learn a cruel 
lesson As with every 
ground in India, this 
one was packed to the 
rafters with spectators 
clinging from every 
vantage point. It was a 
.scaring plac-e to be, a 
hostile environment 
which would have tested 
the nerve and moral 
strength of Lloyd and 
his troops almost as 
much as it-did such a 
group of novices as 
ourselves. Jt was my 
turn to bat with the West 
Indies poised at 383 for 
seven in the first 


innings and the crowd 
growing more impatient 
by the minute 1 was 
batting at nine on the 
second morning and I 
was not so much 
nervous as relishing the 
opportunity of taking on 
a tiring Indian attack. 
Within a few minutes 1 
was on my way back, 
sobbing to myself and 
swearing vengeance. 
Chandrasekhar was the 
bowler and he knew a 
rookie when he saw one. 
With his first oi- second 
ball to me there was a 
loud appeal for a bat and 
pad catch by 
Vengsarkar I could 
hardly believe my cars I 
had never got anywhere 
near the ball. In my 
fshort career 1 had never 
< -ome across any form of 
gamesmanship, now I 
was about to find out the 
hard way how much a 
part of Test cricket it is 


In the same over, having 
survived that nasty little 
moment. I played the 
ball firmly into my pads 
as I stepped forward to 
Chandra’s spin Once 
more the appeals spillcid 
forward in a 
near-hysterical 
crescendo and to my 
astonishment the 
umpire raised his finger 
to give me out. The 
crowd roared their 
approval and the Indian 
players engulfed the 
successful bowler. I 
stayed my ground in 
sheer, utter disbelief. 
Surely this was a bad 
dream 1 would wake up 
soon. But no, this was 
very real —and I was out 
I simply could not 
comprehend that I had 
been given out when 1 
had so positively hit the 
ball. The rules .stated 
you could not be out bat 
before wicket. I had hit 
the ball alright, and the 
Indian players knew it. 1 
had been the victim of a 
con trick and the umpire 
merely smiled at me in a 
rather embarras.sed 
fashion from the other 
end of the wicket. 1 
wanted to remonstrate 
with him but I knew I 
was in a hopeless 
situation I bui’st into 
tears as 1 made the long 
and painful journey to 
the pavilion. The crowd 
soon sensed my pathetic 
response and rose from 
their seats to pile on the 
agony as I made my way j 
up the steps Some j 

laughed, some swore at ; 
me but the one comment 
which 1 still remember, 
hurts to this day One 
vitriolic little man 
screamed at me in 
derision ‘Pooi little boy. i 
Look, he has not lost his j 
mother’s features yet ’ 

His friends roared with 
laughter to make my I 
abject misei-y all the I 
more complete. { 
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diagonally. 

WHATSINA 

(NICK) 

NAME? 

V IV may be captain but 
to me he will always 
be known as ‘Sickest’ as 
the outcome of some 
private banter over the 
years. To everyone else 
he is ‘Smokey’, after his 
lookalike, ‘Smokin’’ Joe 
Frazier, the boxer. 
Whenever Viv caught 
me looking at or 
chatting to a girl he 
would call, in whispered 
tones. ‘Sick’. I would 
respond with a taunt of 
‘Sicker’ and now it has 
reached the stage where 


1 know him as ‘Sickest’. 
Sounds a little childish 
but that’s the way most 
nickna mes are forged 
There is no logic to 
them. Indeed we have a 
fine array of nicknames 
within the West Indian 
squard. Lloyd, as I 
revealed, was ‘Father’ 
while Wes Hall, our 
manager on many 
occasions is always 
known as ‘Chief, partly 
in deference to his status 
as Barbadian senator 
and partly because, for 
many years, he was the 
Outstanding West 
Indian fast bowler. 
Haynes is ‘Desi’ or 
‘Comedian’ and 
Greenidge, for the way 


he so publicly carries his 
wounds and moi tal 
injuries, will never be 
known by anything 
other than ‘Hopalong’, 
Andy Roberts’ love for 
soft drinks and juices 
earned him the title 
‘Fruity’ and 1 have 
always been called 
‘Macko’, as a derivation 
of Malcolm. Davis 
became known as ‘Uncle 
Jed’ oi. a tour of 
Zimbabwe and it has 
stuck with him while 
pcxjr old Croft was 
landed with ‘Goofy’ 
throughout lus time in 
our camp. Garner is 
prone to all kinds of 
nicknames. We know 
him as ‘Doc’ and the 


Gordon 
Greenidge, for 
the way he so 
publicly carrier 
nis wounds and 
mortal injuries, 
will never be 
known by 

[her 

than *Hopalong\ 
All nicknames 
are used in Jest 
and the players 
accent them 


humour. They 
make for go^ 
team spirit and, 
as I was saying 
earlier, this is 
every bit as 
important as 
natural ability 


great Michael Holding is 
‘Mr T' to the rest of us. 
Gomes is ‘LG’ according 
to his initials, or 
‘Portugee', according to 
his ancestry. Walsh is 
‘Caddy’, Logie is ‘Gus’ or 
‘Mr F’ and E>ujon is ‘Mr 
Tight’. I cannot give any 
reasons why or how 
they picked up these 
epithets but they will 
never escape them now 
All nicknames are used 
in jest and the players 
accept them with good 
humour. The.v make for 
good team spirit and. as 
I was saying earlier, 
that is every bit as 
important as natural 
ability. Good old 
‘Father’! 
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wider-reaching' change.' 
EUacusa, as they say in 
the heat exam papers, 
this oontradiotion; Jim 
Swantoh and SAiohael 
£il^. tne col- 
«^8 oif Thie^ SJaily^ Tsh- 
4e its cricis^ oor' 
:re<i^^ahdents 30;^ars . 
the'aariy; 19808. In 
past 10 months the 
same paper has had 
three writers to fill that 
same position. WhSt 
changed? 

Perhaps it is Just as 
interosting to discuss 
this allied scenario. 
Michael Carey , left the 
Telegraph just before 
the final Test' last sum-. 
mef because—in part at 
any rate—he did not re- 
.pdrt the racial abuse > 
hurled at Imrap I^hah 
ddring a game 
Woxoester. Mike’s sports 
.edi^r wanted the story,', 
bhi when Colin Price of 
, The Star filed the same 
tale his boss decided he 
had had enough of racial 
disharmony in sport and 
put it on the spike. 
Again, when fighting 
broke out at Worcester 
recently. The Star put it 
to one side, but The’ 
:Tiiiiea led their match 
report with the inci¬ 
dents. , 

. Now, c^pite my tab¬ 
loid background. I'm 
taking no sides in this 
debate, but 1 am saying 
that cricket reporting is . 
no longer governed by 


the same rules. The days 
are gone when the pop 
papers carried the'scan¬ 
dal, the sensation and 
the schisms and the 
posh boys said how dis¬ 
graceful two days later. 
Now the quality papers 
want Just as much of the 
infighting and the tab¬ 
loids demand' pretty 
words to describe the ac¬ 
tion, although they still 
seem to prefer sex and 
drugs and rock’n'rolL! 

These changes were 
already under way be¬ 
fore the who-sniffs-what 
tour in 1983-84, but the 
goings-on in New Zea¬ 
land certainly added 
speed to the process, if 
you’ll forgive so obvious 
a pun. The new de¬ 
mands, and new papers, 
have brought a new 
chorus-line, so that, 
although John Wood¬ 
cock has survived 35 
years, the. next-longest 
serving daily-paper 
cricket correspondent is 
Peter Smith, just eight 
years in the job. 

Clearly the talent is 
now stretched thin, 
which may be the reason 
the Telegraph inter¬ 
viewed a dozen before 
they settled on Peter 
Deeley, a long-stojp wait¬ 
ing for the chance to 
keep wipket. Tim Tafe- 
graph's winter-long 
search fascinated, those 
of us oq the outside kiok- 


Mow, de^itetabloid 
backafmnfifvm taking 
nodimlm this debate, 
j^Vm saying that 
^^inckat reporting is no 
longer governed by the 
same rules 


ta4s»x # tfisi*'- 
u3(i^. wtiosig[; 
tiohs 

sxoisftent'.'.b'^. wJhnii|iw^> 
orickel- ■ ■ 

been e^hfikinr^r-• 
Ing cteiu9bi^'gt& 
tonic'-tcnirsV ' 

self addressed 
belief yo^ had,s jdi»i 
tingitished career' with. 
Middlesex' 'add tUamar-'' 
gan?*' • prom -ihat * mo-i' 
ment his . job-.prospcMsto 
pluhuheted- No editor ' 
''Ws^ a Qian .hi'hiSfSKiQ';; 
■■pli^.Vho, oah",' 

mistake' '' 

'tnortal fbf-a god.' ' >'■ 

nsmCfS sndthhr, poser,! 
jpi When a god 'descends 
fi^m the skies, as Viv 
pichards did at ...sleets- 
wept Rishton. what do! 
ordinary mortals'.do? It 
seems they pull ploth 
caps 'over ■ their eyes, 
share 1500 meat-pies 
among 3000, and' shqut 
wise and witty northern 
sayidgs. so that is-' 
paragraph reports of the ' 
day can be extended to a, 
score or more. 

Very helpful, these, 
Lancashire chappies. 
One of them, his mouth 
presumably full of meat- 
pie, the neb of his cap 
kqeping out the Snow, 
and undoubtedly grasp¬ 
ing a foaming {nnt-.ih 
one hand, manage to 
yell: ‘We’ve paid a t^dd Ih . 
^ ViV bat, tbt ti> ‘ 
silly boogers like.'^you. 
'catch him out before he)|’ 

: got going.’ IPs a phra^ 
that might cause' Qkd* 
gud -to take moi^; thaQ. , 
one br'eath™yet fan 
Todd of The. %n hot’ 
only heard it,, but 
aged to get it:into^aw|hf,\ 
too.' ■ ' ' 

And they say therein^; 
no great reporters .'tefW 
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7 The Leeds Test 
between Pakistan 
and Eng:land proved 
a turning point 
Patrick Eagar 
haul his lenses trained on 
the events that helped 
the game come alive 
once again 


4 Perhaps, the 

■ 11 security 

■ arrangements in 
Delhi will be more 
spectacular than the 
teunib that will be on 
display when India 
meets Israel in their 
Davis Cup quarter final 
tie Ritu Sarin reports 
on how tht' the Capital is 
bracing up to hold the 
event Plus pen 
sketches of the visitmg 
Israclios 


Boi IS Bi*i ker 
# may be 

■■ ■ vulnerable But 
he cei tainly is not an 
ordinary mortal Thoi-e 
are many things in his 
life that do nut happen to 
the common man Here 
you have an intimate 
picutre of the hie and 
the story told by a 
friend philosopher and 
guide to Becker 
Gunther Bosch 

















SILLYPOIMT 


ByTrfsbanku 


T he football star 
looked smug. “You 
just wait and 
watch,” he began. 

“When our football se¬ 
rial begins, everything 
else will pale into sha¬ 
dows. People will ask 
who is 'Sunil 
Qavaskar'?” 

“That’s how it should 
be," I replied with enthu¬ 
siasm. "For too long, 
cricket and cricketers 
have been allowed to 
dominate the media, the 
small screen.” 

“Our first 13 episodes 
are ready,” said the star 
footballer. “But their im¬ 
pact will be such that I’m 
sure of getting several 
extensions. I would not 
be surprised if we end up 
like 'Buniyaad’, with 
lOO plus episodes.” 

“That might be a kind 
of world record,” I said. 

“But let’s have details 
about the football scries 
Do you plan to show 
some of the memorable 
matches, or will it deal 
I with the coaching 
' aspects'’ Do you plan to 
restrict it to only Cal¬ 
cutta'’” 

The footballer looked at me with some surprise 
“But that’s how it ought to be,” he said “Who else 
plays soccer in India barring those in Calcutta'’” 
“Well, the game has its followers in Bombay, Goa, 
Kerala and Karnataka,’’ I pointed out 
The star footballer snorted. “We can’t descend to 
those levels,” he said. “My series will deal only with 
Bengal football, that too restricted to Mohun Bagan 
and East Bengal As for Mohammedan Sporting, we 
have not made up our minds.” 

I could only shrug. “How do you propose to show 
the art of the game?" I asked. “I mean, the dribbles, 
the feints, the skills and finally, the finish These 
are important for budding footballers, aren’t they?" 

“Possible,” said the footballer. “But we are follow¬ 
ing a different concept. As for the dribbling skills 
and all that, they will definitely be shown But there 
are skills more proficient than these ” 

“Are they?” I asked. 

The star footballer nodded. “Certainly,” he said. 
"You see them during the transfer season The most 
important and the most skilful aspects of the Bengal 
football are exhibited during the transfer season. 
And we are going to devote about six episodes on 
this.” 

“Do you need that many?” I asked. 


“Of course,” snorted 
the star footballer. ‘This 
is tremendous stuff, the 
chasing of the players, 
the hide and seek game, 
the feints they make, the 
tackles and finally the 
‘Catch.’ Don’t you re¬ 
member the fun and 
thrills over the catching 
of players like Jamshed 
Nassiri, Babu Mani, Pra- 
santa Banerjee and so 
on. On the sci-een, they 
will have more thrills 
than the France versus 
Brazil match at the last 
World Cup ” 

”lf you say so," I 
agreed. 

“The series will also 
reveal how devoted the 
players are to their 
clubs,” said the footbal¬ 
ler “Even while playing 
for their state, they are 
planning and scheming 
to change clubs or to 
demand more money 
and all that We are 
going to give you 
a thriller.” 

“1 am already excited.” 

1 said. “Such loyalty will 
be worth watching on 
the small screen.” 

It is pi-csumed Indian footballers aie not as tough 
as others,” said the star. “Tliis series will change all | 
that. We will highlight the fact that we can be as | 
rough and tough as the Urugiyans. The scenes of 
player-violence and mob violence will be breath¬ 
taking ” 

"Whatever happens we must stick to the truth,” I 
said “We can't isolate politics from football,” the 
star went on. “How can a serial miss out on the East 
Bengal-Mohun Bagan-Mohammedan Sporting rival¬ 
ry and politics? Do you think four episodes can 
cover this'’” 

“Make it six,” I advised. “Also you’d better devote 
an episode to East Bengal club’s supporters’ love for 
the press. After all, TV and the press are in the same 
family 

“A good point," he said. “We have some breathtak¬ 
ing shots of Salt Lake Stadium in all its glory... 
something like what they call “Lord’s.” Visuals are 
important, you see.” 

“Sure,” I said. “Who’s sponsoring the senes'’’’ 

The ace footballer smiled. “If Reliance caxi sponsor 
the cricket World Cup, we have ‘Bombay Dying’ for 
our sponsors. And that should guarantee rare 
reviews in "The Indian Express ." 

—* 
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PHOTO FEATURE 


Imran L^ids The Way 

Patrick Eagar’s camera coverage 
of the Leeds Test, where Pakisan 
humihated England 









































Laft Page: (Top) Salim 
Tueuf thinks he has 
caught Ian Botham even 
though the ball actually 
bounced before he 
caught it. The Pakistani 
wicketkeeper’s appeal 
led to a oontrovorsy. 
Botham had his say 
(bottom left) and Imran 
had to teU his player 
that what he did was 
Jtist not cricket 

Right: A drink for the 
bobby. Which he refused 
while he was on duty at 
Leeds 


k i f 






uiiU Insurance 


Bottom: Botham battsd 
with an injured foot. 

Here he tries something 
that the purist would 
consider a mortal sin 
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DAVIS CUP 


A Different 
Ball Game 

Delhi prepares for the India-Israel 
Davis Cup tie. But this time the 
preparations were of an unusual 
nature. The pohce, and not the 
organisers, tookcentrestage. 
Ritu Sarin reports from the 
capital 


T he crucial 24-86 July tie 

which miKht take India into 
the Davis Cup aeini-finals for 
the first time since 1974 will 
be no spectator’s delight For more 
resons than the sweltering heat or 
the prospect of the tournament 
being interrupted by inclement 
weather, thanks to the monsoon 
The Israeli squad might be used 
to It, but the pitispect of playing 
the five matches under the threat 
of a Palestinian terrorist attack 
will certainly be no treat for either 
Vijay Amritraj and company or 
the 1000-odd Delhites who will 
phoo-phoo warnings that it is 
“safer” to see this match on 
television 

From 20 June when the 
announcement of India taking on 
Israel came it was clear that the 
government would simply go 
through the motions of playing 
the match It was a diplomatic fait 
accompli Thei’c woudl be hardly 
any government 
participation the reason why 
South Block has decided to turn 
the tables on the organisers-The 
All India Tennis Association 
(AITA) and the Delhi Lawn Tennis 
Association (DLTA) 

“They wanted the match and we 
backed the request by issuing 
visas and necessary tficihties ' is 
the line being handed out in New 
Delhi Unlike the previous lUvis 
Cup ties we have witues&t'd in the 
capital, this one would be 
oonspicious for the blackout of 


official patronage the Prime 
Ministerial hand shake after 
drawing of lots theLt Governor 
being invited lor the inaugural 
match ot ai 

rieaily, this will be a ball game 
being played under the barrel of a 
gun Protests of the organisers, 
that the match with Israel was 
hardly an occasion foi the Delhi 
police to envisage a terrorist 
attack like the one during the 
Munich Olympic Games have been 
brushed aside From 15 July, the 
DLTA stadium, where five Davis 
Cup ties hve been held since the 
1982 Asian Games, has been 
taken over by the polic'e Even 
before the tarp.iulin cover could be 
stiched fcH the centre court, a 
15 feet high corrugated wall has 
been erivctcd to convert the 
stadium into an impregnable 
fortress Barricading has even 
been put up on the side lined by 
hills surrounding the sprawhng 
District Park of the Safdarjung 
Enclave To foil infiltrators into 
the arena at night, spot lights now 
line the forest 

“We will not leave anything to 
chance," commented Dr K K Paul 
the Additional Commisioner of 
Police in charge of security for the 
event And Anil Jaukhar, the 
Honar.iry Trea&ui er of the AITA 
was foi i-ed to relent ’The police 
tell us that they have received 
threats irom P.ilcstinian terroi’ist 
groups and we do not want to 
undermine the security of the 





jilayeis OtheiwKse what is the 
iiscoi stirh iMtanoiaduiiiig a 
tf'tinis mjl<-h 

Beside.*, making the venue 
impervious to attai k, the Delhi 
Police was appaiently taking 
extiaoidiiiaiy precautionary 
measures which they were not 
willing to talk about From the 
day the two squads arrive in New 
Delhi and commence pi actice on 
the DLTA courts, entry will be 
prohibited lor anyone without 
lanunated photographic identity 
ards 

Commandos will be positioned 
on the hilltops and on the terrace 
ol houses which overlook the 
stadium Spectators will be, 
allowed into the stadium only 
after they have crossed the 
walk-in metal detector -the 




spectre of how the sports event 
has been monopolised by the 
p.ecarious jxihtical environcmnt. 

The scheduled visit of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat to New 
Delhi within hours of the 
departure of the Israeli squad on 
27 July has only compounded the 
problems of the organisers, who 
are now trying to put up a 
nonchalant front 

Beating the Israelies and 
coming a step closer to winning 
the Davis Cup for the first time is 
only the subject of subdued 
discussions among the tennis 
community. Said Balram Singh, 
former Davis Cupper, who is now 
working out the logistics for the 
contentious tie; “It is our senior 
players who rejected the proposal 


India’s captain Vijay 
Amritraj plays the 
film star for school 
children at 
Wimbledon this year. 
He might not be 
allowed to mix so 
freely during the tie 
at Delhi 


of a neutral venue and wanted to 
play at home on grass I would 
rate the chances of victory as 
65-35, in favour of India " 
Narender Singh, Coach of the 
Indian Davis Cup Squad added- 
“Security arrangements should 
not be a inhibittmg factor for our 
players. I think we have a good 
chance though judging from the 
Czechoslovakian defeat 1 can see 


the Israeli players are good ’’ 
According to the organisers, 
though they are expecting the 
turnout of spectators to be low (“It 
18 too hot to watch tennis?)" the 
curosity and media attention has 
only benefitted them. 

Requests of journalists to cover 
the event were pouring in as were 
enquiries about sale of tickets. 
While publicity will be kept to a 
minimum, journalists will be 
allowed to cover the event, as 
usual. Only the sports scribes will 
be restrained from mingling with 
the players after each match and 
might not be granted interviews 
by members of the Israeli squad 
For them, as for the spectators, 
the 1937 Davis Cup will be a game 
to prove that in this court sfxirts 
and politics do not meet. 
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Meet The Israeli Team 



Bifthdate; October 20,1965 
Birthplace: Tel Aviv, Israel 
Residences: Same 
Height: 5' 8"(1 73m) 

Weight: 140 (63) 

Plays: Righthanded 

1986 Stats 

Tournaments Played: 20 
Matches wondost- 21/18 (S); 
7^18 (D) 

Prize Money. $130,831 
Career Prize Money. $200,614 

1986 Record 

Winner at Joliannesburg 
Semi finalist at Tel Aviv 
Quarter finalist at Milan, 
(I^Iogne 

Doubles semi finalist at 
Cologne, Johannesburg 
(w/Glickstein) 

Double quarter finalist at 
Brussels (w/Glickslein), Tel 
Aviv (w/Perkiss) 

Year-End Ranking History 

1986:37 1985.84 

Highest Career Singies Ranking 

37 (29 Dec. 86) 

Career 

Has the happy faculty of 
always playing well in his 
home country. His first career 
niialist appearance was at Tcl 
Aviv in 1985 and in '86 he 
a^gain played well to reach the 
semifinals... 

Coached by mentoi’ Shlorno 
Gliokstein, he has also 
represented his country in 
Davis Cup and the 1984 
Olympics.... 


QLICKSTEIN 

Birthdate: January 6,1958 
Birthplace: Ashkelon, Israel 
Residences: Same 
Height: 6'2" (1.88m) 

Weight: 195(88) 

Plays: Righthanded 

1986 Stats 

Tournaments Played: 15 
Matches won/lost: 6/8 (S); 11 / 15 
(D) 

Prize Money; $29,459 
Career Prize Money: $580,762 

1986 Record 

Doubles semi finalist at 
Ckilogne, Johannesburg 
(w/Mansdorf), Monte Carlo 
(w/H. Simonsson) 

Doubles quarter finalist at 
Brussels (w/Mansdorf) 

Year-End Ranking History 

1986: 283. 1983: 43. 1982: 38 
1981:33 

Career 

The backbone of Israel’s Davis 
Cup team for many years, 
Glickstein is also an inspiration 
to a host of up>and>coming 
players in his native land. For 
sportsmanship and dedication 
his is indeed a perfect role 
model. 

In 1985 at the US Open, 
Qlicksteih just missed pulling 
off what would have been his 
greatest career victory. Taking 
defending champion John 
McEnroe into a fifth-set 
tiebreaker in the opening, 
round. 


GILADBLOOif 

Birthdate: March 1,1967 
Birthplace; Tel Aviv, Israel 
Residences: Ramat Hasharcn, 

TcsT*nsa1 

Height: 5’ 7»/fe''(1.7lm) 

Weight: 150(68) 

Plays: Lefthanded 

1986 Stats 

Tournaments Played: 1 
Matches wonAost: 2/1 (S): O/l 
(D) 

Prize Money: $12,313 
Career Prize Money: $14,699 

1986 Record 

Quarter finailist at Tel Aviv 

Year-End Ranking History 

1986: 152 1986: T452 

Career 

Coached by Shlorno Zoreff since 
1976, Bloom was the Israel 
Junior Singles Champion in 
1984-’85.. .Turned professional 
in February 1986.. .Has 
represented his country in 
Davis Cup.. .Was a singles 
finadist in the Neu Ulm 
Challengrer in 1986 and 
finished second in the British 
Satellite; won the Bergen 
(Norway) Open doubles with 
Christer Allgardh.. .Father, 
Yehuda, is abank manager; 
mother. Alegra, is a secretary;.. 


Israel also have two jiudors 
their squad: Boaz Merenstein 
and Raviv Weidenfeld ^ 
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I T is customary for 
the Board to issue a 
list of instructions 
covering ‘Terms and 
conditions’ before every 
Test series Formulated 
on the same lines is the 
document containing 
the guidelines for the 
Reliance Cup. 

For different centres 
staging matches, there 
are the usual directions 
regarding ground 
conditions Listed in 
almost absurd detail is 
the dressing room 
equipment two urinals, 
two commodes, two 
cubicles for a bath, two 
wash basins, one 
massage table and 
plenty of chewing gum. 
A cobbler and a medical 
officer should be on 
hand and the menu for 
the teams has to be 
approved by the 
managers 

The pitch covers must 
be “according to the 
specifications of the 
Reliance Cup 
Organising Committee 
(RCOC)’’. Repeated 
crisply is the warning 
that “no photographer, 
autograph-seeker or 
press representative 
should be allowed 
anywhere near the 
dressing rooms.” 

Submerged in the 
flood of instructions 
repeated each year are 
some new points. There 
will be no official 


function except at the 
time of the semi-final 
and final. The official 
souvenir for the 
tournament will be 
produced by Mudra. Taj 
Hotels have been 
nominated the offioial 
hoteliers—the teams will 
stay only at their hotels 

One major departure 
from previous years is 
the subtle distinction 
drawn between the 
Boai'd and the RCOC It 
IS the RCOC - - not the 
BCCl — that 18 
organising the Cup. 

This IS significant 
because it is the 
organiser who controls 
all patronage. 

The distribution of 
passes and assessment 


of general conduct of the 
game will be supervised 
by an observer 
nominated by the RCOC. 
Details of who gets what 
pass, and how many, 
remains largely 
unchanged As usual, 
Lata Mangeshker, 
former players and 
national coaches get two 
each, Ranji umpires one, 
and match umpires 
four The Indian team 
members will receive six 
passes each and the 
visiting team 75 in all 

C OMING September. 

Indian and Pakistani 
veterans are billed to 
clash in a three-match 
series A newly-formed 
Veterans' Benefit Fund 
Trust—spearheaded by 
BishanBedi--is 
working out details for 
the games which could 
once again pit Majid, 
Zaheer. Intikhab, 
Mushtaq Mohammed 
and Asif Iqbal against 
the likes of Jaisimha, 
Boi'de. Baig, Solkar and 
the famed spin quartet. 
The idea behind the 


A travel agency ‘sells* the Reliance Cup 



FURTHER INFORMATION FROM 

EXCLUSIVE AIR 

SS - HOUNSLOW. MIDDLESEX TW34AR 

TELEPHONE; 0l-570'7}32«a33 


raisin [£@[1] 
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games, dripping wet 
with nostalgia, is an 
undiluted fascination 
for past glories. 

Nostalgia, though the 
major consideration, is 
not the only motivating 
factor. The proposition 
of the veterans’ contest 
is sound business; the 
prospect of profits adds 
considerable glitter to 
the scheme. 

To ensure player 
participation, the 
organisers have d'^vised 
an attractive scheme for 
helping the needy. The 
trust will identify 
beneficiaries and 
provide them with 
"financial, medical and 
material assistance ’’ It 
even proposes to help 
cricketers organise their 
benefit matches. 

The scope of the trust 
goes beyond looking 
after players. Financial 
returns permitting, the 
trust is committed to 
establishing an indoor 
cricket school, a dream 
Bishan Bedi has 
cherished for a long 
time 

VERCOMING its 
initial reluctance in 
the matter, 

Doordarshan has finally 
permitted, for a fee. both 
BBC and Channel Nine 
to cover the Reliance 
Cup matches. This 
agreement, it is 
reported, came about 
following the foreign 
networks’ firm decision 
not to buy 
Doordarshan’s 
coverage. 

M EANWHILE, news 
has filtered in about 
the commentary teams 
for the World Cup. 

Akash Lai and Anupam 
Oulati have apparently 
lost out but Sunil Gujral 
a radio commentator has 
found favour with 
Doordarshan. 

Amrtt Mathur, New D*IM 
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GAVASKAR IS NOT 
IN THE HAMMOND OR 


MM 




Rusi Modi played 10 Tests for India in 
the Forties and early Fifties. Retired 
from ACC and 63-years-old, he spends 
many an evening at the CCI in 
Bombay. Discussing cricket. 
Dispensing his opinion. Always firm. 
Always dogmatic. In this interview 
with Mudar Patherya, he attempts to 
explode a few myths 


SFORTSWORLD: You have been witness 
to international cricket for the last 4Q 
years. Has the standard improved? 

KUSl MODI 1 wouldn’t say that the 
standard has gone down, but would 
dell nit C‘ly add that the tactics have 
undergone a change over the years A 
team's appioach has changed, in my day, 
it two sides of equal strength played each 
other, the accent would be on all-out 
attack A side strove to draw only as the 
second—and last -resort The accent is 
more negative today, if India plays Pakis¬ 
tan, each side ensures at the outset that it 
will not lose the match The very charac¬ 
ter of the game has changed Moreover, 
there is so much emphasis on restriction. 


bowlers and fielding captains these days 
concentrate just that much more on 
keeping runs down on the leg side The 
front foot no-ball law is also a handicap 
for the fast bowler 

Why do you think the attitude of players 
has changed? 

Everything has changed in the world 
since my playing days I Suppose there is 
too much prize money at stake now than 
ever before, which has made the players 
cautious 

Would you have epjoyed playing in this 
modern era? 

Not quite—except for the money, that is ' 
I don’t even fancy watching too much of 
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A team's 
approach to the 
game has 
changed; in my 
day, if two sides 
of equai 
strength piayed 
each other, the 
accent wouid be 
on aii-out 
attack. A side 
strove to draw 
oniy as the 
second—4ind 
last—resort. 
The accent is 
more negativO 
today 



cricket. I usually switch off the telovisjon 
when cricket comes on, unless Viv 
Richards is batting or Imran is bowling 

Players of the past are generally cynical 
of the modern cricketers. What about 
you? Have any of the ‘moderns' appealed 
to you? 

Clive Lloyd, Barry Richards (I watched 
him on TV), Gavaskar, Border and 
Botham. 

What about the cricketers that you play¬ 
ed with? Hammond, for example? 

He was the best batsman I saw from the 
point of view of footwork and technique 
Compton, whom I played with in India, 
was a great improviser. 

Who is the best captain that you saw? 
Easily Lala Amarnath. He inspired all his 
players to give off their best. He never 
curbed your natural instinct and it did 
not matter much if you failed under him 
His approach was perhaps the most posi¬ 
tive of all Indian captains that I have 
seen We were chasing 360 against West 
Indies in Bombay, 1648-49 in as many 
minutes Amarnath could easily have 
asked us to pack up and play the time out 
for a draw, but never did. Eventually 
when the match was drawn, we were just 
6 short of a possible victory. Amarnath 
also had the rare gift of ‘reading’ a wicket 
correctly. Against Pakistan »n 1952 he 
put Pakistan in to bat, put himself on to 
bowl, picked up 6 wickets and India won 
the game. I saw Merchant from close 
quarters too. He gave me the impression 


of lieing sound, but too cautious. He 
always wanted to curb his players into 
watchful defense, often against their 
natural strain of play 

! But Amarnath was too controversial... 

I agree but that is the personal side of 
him He was forever outspoken but a 
fighter tor Ins players He had the uncan¬ 
ny knack of spotting the right youngster 
I wil.h ability, when he was the national 
I selector, he picked Jaisimha. then very 
young, as a possible Indian player of the 
future His judgement was soon vindi¬ 
cated 

What about Pataudi Sr? 

He wasn’t much of a mixer, keeping 
rather aloof in cricketing matters. 

Was this aloofness born out of a tactical 
shakiness? 

No. Having played for Worcestershire 
and England. Pataudi Sr appeared to 
think too much of himself. He did not 
consider his teammates to be up to his 
1 mark. Nevertheless, he was a very good 
batsman I still remember his fluent 72 
on a terrible wicket at Bristol in 1946 on 
which even Hammond seemed to 
flounder. 

If Pataudi Sr wasn’t much of a mixer, did 
team spirit suHer? 

There appeared to be some friction be¬ 
tween Merchant and him. since Vijay 
was in the running for the post before 
Pataudi's name was considered. Mer¬ 
chant co-operated outwardly but in his 
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heart of hearts was bitter that he had 
been overlooked 

Yes, but did this have an effect on team 
spirit? 

It did but the team was an improvement 
on the one we had sent out in 193B. in the 
sense that there was little outward dis¬ 
agreement between the players After all, 
we had 11 graduates in our team' 

There is an amusing story of Lala Amar- 
nath being paid a quid by Pataudi Sr to 
stand outside his room and keep out 
visitors. 

Amarnath told me an amusing story He 
was made to guard the captain s rcKim on 
one occasion Just then a lady happened 
to come across. Amarnath wouldn't let 
her in. "Captain's orders." he said Alter 
much argument, the prfihlem was refer¬ 
red to Pataudi Sr inside The lady turned 
out to be Pataudi's wife! 

The 1946 side had some of the best 
players India has ever produced. Yet we 
failed miserably. 

It was an extremely wet summer 
What about provincial considerations 


splitting the team? 

That's happening even today. What's 
new*^ 

The game has progressed much over the 
years. 

Kxcept for the money I wonder how 
c:ricketers of today can even enjoy them¬ 
selves In those days we used to get Rs 
250 for a Test Nowadays the players get 
Ks 17,000 for a Test One couldn't live on 
the playing fee.s then, while you can 
certainly do so now 

The game has become more competitive 
and hard. Was it relaxed in the Forties? 
The game has tightened up but it was 
cei'lainly not relaxed then We attacked 
right from the start Today we have 
Ixjwlers pitching outside the leg stump to 
cut down the runs, obviously .i onc-ilav 
spillover 

Did you go all out even in the Pentangu¬ 
lar matches? 

We did The best part of it all was that 
there were no hard feelings involved even 
though the competition was based on 
coniriiunal lines 1 tell you. I lie Pentangu- 
lars added to the communal harmony in 
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Gavaskar is not 
a Hammond or 
Hobbs in 
technique. He is 
not a pleasure 
to watch. He is 
not in the class 
of the batsmen I 
have 

mentioned, 
though he has 
outscored them 
all on the 
strength of his 
phenomenal 
concentration. 
He Is dedicated 
and full marks 
to him. But 
when people 
say that he is 
the greatest 
batsman of all 
time, I disagree. 

He is no 
Bradman. 


Merchant gave 
me the 
impression off 
being sound, 
button 
cautious. He 
aiways wanted 
to curb his 
piayers into 
watchffui 
deffense, offten 
against their 
naturai run off 

play 
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those days. There was a certain charisma 
about it Good tamasha really Festival 
cricket 

You have been fairly critical of Sunil 
Gavaskar in the biography published by 
Dom Moraes. 

1 haven’t read the book 

Len Hutton says that writers would have 
classified Gavaskar with Bradman if he 
had been an Englishman. 

Gavaskar outsoores every batsman 1 have 
seen on the grounds of temperament and 
concentration. He is. however, not a 
Hammond or a Hobbs in technique. He is 
not a pleasure to watch He is not in the 
class of batsmen 1 have mentioned, 
though he has outscored them a'l on the 
strengh of his phenomenal concentra¬ 
tion He is dedicated and full marks to 
him But when people say that he is the 
greatest batsman of all time, I disagree 
He IS no Bradman 

In fact, he has been labelled as the Asian 
Bradman 

That was bound to happen because no 
one has done better statistically in this 
era As 1 was saying, he does not have the 
technique of, say, someone like Ham- 


Teohnique?! 

I think he is vulnerable outside the off 
stump but overcomes this failing with 
his application and-concentration. 

But then Hammond was also weak on his 
leg stump, a fading cleverly exploited Iqr 
O’Reilly and-Grinunett. 

But Hammond wouldn’t get out via that 
weakness either. 

You have been quoted as saying that 
Gavaskar has ‘great faults in his teohnl* 
que*. Surely this is an exaggemtion. 

I have been misquoted 1 was only stres¬ 
sing that Gavaskar’s technique is not his 
forte—it is his temperament and concen¬ 
tration. 

How would Gavaskar compare with Mer¬ 
chant? 

Gavaskar is better than Merchant on the 
overall. Gavaskar has played more kinds 
of bowling and is more experience. Mer¬ 
chant played fewer Tests, though 
through no fault of his. 

In this book by Dom Moraes, you have 
been quoted as saying that Gavaskar 
‘flowered against weak bowling’. 

Weak*? (smiles) I don’t know where Dom 
Moraes got that one from? I might have 
said that in the 3-4 years, when Packer 
players were banned, the bowling he 
faced was weak I mean, he hardly played 
Lillee at his best 

But then he faced Thomson, played 
Imran and Sarh-az, a fairly strong Eng¬ 
land attack in 1978 followed by Australia 
inclusive of Hogg. The accusation of 
weak bowling is still unjustified. 

That is why he is better than what 
Merchant weis. 

You have stated that Gavaskar is ‘not a 
good batsman, nor is he a good captain’. 

(Smilesl I don’t know where Dom Morses 
got that from! 

You mean to say you never said that? 

I never said that Gavaskar is a bad 
batsman or captain. My only contention 
is that he is not a Hammond or a Brad¬ 
man. He is just not in that class, but very 



very grood on the whole. 

Ehithusiasts of Oavaskar are irked that 
you have called him 'communal and 
parochial’ 

I did not say that. 

You have been quoted as having said that 
Gavaskar is ‘Not a straightforward man, 
not an honest man*. 

I have not said that 

The other interesting quote is that he is 
'useless as a batsman and as a captain.’ 
-This seems rather odd; after all, he was 
captain of the World Championship— 
winning side in 1985 and has been a 
fairly prolific scorer in one-day matches 
too. 


Even Gavaskar admits that he is not the 
ideal batsman for one-day matches I 
would however concede that he has im¬ 
proved greatly since the day he scored 36 
not out in 60 overs in 1975, He has 
adjusted with experience He also takes 
quick singles these days. 

His temperament has drawn criticism. 
He has also been controversial. For ex¬ 
ample, when he refused to play in Calcut¬ 
ta last winter. 



Lala Amarnath 
is the best | 
Indian captain I 
have seen. He 
inspired all his 
players to give 
off their best. 

His approach 
was perhaps the 
most positive of 
all Indian 
captains that I 
have seen. He 
had the rare gift 
of reading a 
wicket 
correctly. He 
also had the 
uncanny knack 
of spotting the 
right youngster 
with ability.... 


is one of the greatest Indian batsmen of 
all time. 


Even Pataudi called it childish Bui then 
in a man’s long career, some things like 
this are bound to happen. 

Do you feel that the Press has also 
hounded him? 

The pressure from thi* Press is much 
more than in my day They boosted 
Gavaskai’, then deflated him They don't 
have a balanced view 

Another little quote from Moraes’ book; 
‘If he has a grudge', you have gone on 
record as saying, ‘he makes sure that the 
player is dropped.' 

(Laughs) Dom Moraes came for an inter¬ 
view one day and... 

All these extracts imply that Oavaskar is 
no batsman at all. 

In this interview with Dom, I told him 
exactly what I have told you. 

One last reference to Moraes’ book. You 
have been quoted as saying that Gavas¬ 
kar is not fit to tie the bootlaces of 
Hammond, Compton and May. 

I may have said 'not in the same class’. 
The rest is all Morses' version. Oavaskar 


Who then are the other great Indian 
batsmen in Gavaskar’s company? 

The Patiiudis. sr and jr Then there is 
Merchant. Hasjare and Vishwaiiath. 

What about some great bowlers? 

The Indian spin quartet o1 the Seventies 
Add to that VincKi Mankaa. Uupte. Amar 
Singh and Nissar While Ni.isar is prob¬ 
ably the fastest Indian that I have seen, 
Amar Singh must rank as the nest swing 
bowlei- In fact. Hammond rated Amar as 
the best bowler of his type in the world in 
the Thirties Mankad must be the best 
spinner that we have produced Gupte 
was good, very good, but he often bowled 
outside the off stump for long periods 
Moreover, he lost all control when a 
batsman started using his feet. Harvey 
sorted him out for a memorable century 
in Bombay in the Fifties Gupte just gave 
up' 

What about Indian fielders? 

I will lU'vei- forget the sight of Tiger 
Pataudi throwing in from the boundary 
line in a Test. The ball disappeared into 
the wicket keeper’s hands after going 
parallel to the ground! 
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Brano Hatlens A 
Flabby Never- 
Was Has-Been 



T hey used to call it 
"lilt! noble art ” 13ut 
there was precious 
little that was 
noble, or artistic for that 
matter, about boxiny’s 
big tieavyweight fiascxi 
in Cannes last fortnight 
Consider the 
opponents Frank 
Bruno. a5-year-old, 
British boxing's dark 
prince in peak condition 
and looking for a useful 
work-out before 
mounting a second 
world title bid 
And there was Chuck 
Gai’dner, bald as a coot, 
claims to be •S.'i-year-old 
but Icxiks considerably 
oldei’, oari'ies .sevei’al 
' spare tyres of flab 
■ around the waist and 
: hastheniobility of a 
wardrobe 

Thosoof us hoping to 
witness two hungry 
pugilists slug it out for a 
few rounds were sadly 
shoi't-changed There 
was approximately 
three-quarters of a 
minute of preliminary 
sparring— and then 
Bruno let fly with his 
first malicious punch 
It proved to be the 
penultimate one of the 
contest. Gardner, the 
new “Minnesota Fats,” 
wobbled like a plate of 
jelly and sunk to the; 
canvas like a dying 
elephant as the next 
left-hander from Bruno 
hit the target 
It took twice as long as 
the bout itself for 
Gardner to remember 
what day it was; 


presumably it took 
rather less time for the 
fight promoters and 
Bruno’s management to 
pick his opponent 

Former British 
heavyweight Henry 
Coopei still 
affectionately ' 
j i-emembered over here 
as the man who lloored 
t-'assuisCla.v said of 
Gardner "If he's only 
35, then I’m a 
Dutchman’s uncle ’’ 

One glance at the 
floundering w hale 
Bruno floored would 
convince' most people 
Our Enry’ is in little 
danger of having to 
change his name to 
Hcnnjk Kiiypr by dead 
poll 

Bruno is entirely 
blameless for the French 
farce As far as ho is 
concerned, the man in 
tlie other corner is there 
tobcthumpKid Any 
gladiator with world 
crown aspirations must 
b«' ruthless in his 
treatment of any 
obstacles in his path, no 
matter how absurd a 
mismatch they may 
represent 

His manager, Terry 
Lawless, explained 
"There were very few 
fighters willing to take 
on Frank at the pui se 
available." 

That may be true, but 
had the fight been 
sciieduled for a Britisti 
arena, the inevitably 
brief encounter would 
never had been allowed 
to take place. It cannot 


Frank Bruno: The razor 
sharp superbly fit 
fighting machine 

justify a 

hiding-to-notJung’ 
meeti ng between a 
superbly-fit fighting 
machine and a 
jet-lagged, flabby, 
overawed, never-w -.s 
has-been. 

Gardner arrived on , 
the French Riviera after 
a tortuous 30-hour 
journey from the United 
States on economy class 


flights diverted from 
Nice to Genoa because of 
an air traffic controllers’ 
dispute That incurred a 
five-hour jouiTiey by 
I'oad toCanntss. by 
which time the 
’Minnesota Fats’ was 
ready only for a long 
sleep. 

‘Daffy’: 

The New Botham 

R emember Philip De 
Freitas? He was the 
tall, thin one who helped 






Sluge Allan Border’s 
beard with whiplash 
bowling and wonderful 
fielding in the last Ashes 
series. 

The new Ian Botham, 
they've been calling him 
(except he caii’t bat as 
well as Botham, bowls 
faster than him and 
moves quicker) Like his 
mentor, “Daffy” looks as 
though he will have to 
live with garish 
headlmes wherever he 
goes. 

De Freitas has 


inherited the new Prince 
of Queensland's 
penchant for playing 
practical jokes—and one 
of them backfii-ed 
disastrously on him 
during a match for his 
country, Leicestershire, 
last week 

Daft Daffy poured salt 
over the 

specially-prepared diet 
lunch of his team-mate 
Jonathan Agnew during 
the championship match 
against Sussex. 

Leicestershire 


‘members, tucking into 
their sandwiches in the 
pavilion enclosure 
beneath the dressing 
room balcony, were 
more than a little 
surprised to be joined by 
De Freitas’ kit, which 
had been tipped onto the 
seating below by the 
unamused Agnew 
It wasn't good week 
for De Freitas. The 
balcony bust-up was 
swiftly followed by 
reports of an angry 
showdown between 
Daffy and his 
no-nonsense county 
captain, former Knglaiid 
star Peter Willey, and 
that he wanted to quit 
IjOicestershire 
Both of those were 
played down by both 
player and club 
later—but not before De 
Freitas had lost his 
England place in the 
squad for the Third Test 
against Pakistan 
He had contac:ted the 
chairman of England's 
selectors. Peter May. to 
say a shin injury was 
unlikely to clear up in 
lime for the Test and 
that he was thus a 
non starter 
'I’he following day. 
however. Dc Freitas 
charged in for 28 overs 
against the Pakistan 
tourists and rang the 
England supreme to 
declare himself after all 
By this time, though, 
the selectors had already 
pencilled in the name of 
Northamptonsh ire's 
promising all-rounder 
David Capel, who 
promptly celebrated his 
call-up with 7-46 and a 
match-winning 91 not 
out against Yorkshii'e 
Poor old Daffy may 
have to wait a while 
before he inherits 
Botham’s crown. You 
could say it will rub salt 
in his wounds after 
having his kit dumped. 


Hotspur 

I t's soccer’s close 
season in Britain - but 
that hasn't stopped one 
of our top managers 
from earn mg the 
dubious privilege of 
front page headlines. 

Tottenham Hotspur 
boas David Pleat, you 
may remerabei'. hasn’t 
had a particularly happy 
summer so far His team 
lost to unfancied 
Coventry City in the FA 
Cup Final at Wemble.y. 
and he has also lost his 
gifted midfielder Glenn 
Hoddle to French club 
Monaco 

Now he has suffered 
an enormous blow to his 
clean-cut image and 
personal reputation h.s 
one of our brightest 
managers, courtesy of a 
spot of dirt-digging in 
The Sun newspaper 
They claim that, while 
he was in charge of his 
previous club. Luton 
Town, he was twice 
wai'iied by police for 
alleged 'kerb-crawling' 
And tho.y printed a 
series of stoi ies. based 
upon the claims of some 
presumably hard-up 
hcxiker called Wendy, 
who reckons Pleat took 
her to a car park in the 
shadows of Luton's 
Kenilworth Road 
ground for some private 
transactions. 

Whether thesfi stories 
ai-e true, only the 
likeable Pleat really 
knows and so far he has 
maintained a dignified 
silence over the sordid 
matter. 

But of one thing he 
can be sure, when 
Tottenham kick off the 
forthcoming League 
season, ironically at 
Coventry, he will sadly 
be the target of some 
unimaginable flak 
Whether our friend 
Wendy is making a fast 
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buck out of a few whiU; 
lies or not. Pleat will be 
payinj? the price of fame 
ae the man in charge at 
one of the country ’s top 
clubs. 

Stupidity 
In Soccer 

M ick quinn. top 

scorer last season 
with promoted 
Portsmouth, ought to be 


nominated for a 
’stupidity in soccer 
award ’ 

Five months ago. he 
was jailed for a fortnight 
for twice driving while 
disqualified Not 
awfully clever. 

At the end of last 
season, with Pompey’s 
piHjmotion to Division 
One secured, he asked 
for a pay rise on top of 


Philip De Freitas may 
have to wait a while 
before he inherits 
Botham’s crown 

the one he had been 
promised Not terrioly 
tactful 

His chairman. John 
Deacon, subsequently 
asked him if he wanted 
the club to circularise 
his availability to other 


Colorspon 

First Division clubs 
“1 said yes," says 
Quiiin “Perhaps I was 
being a bit naive I didn't 
think 1 was asking for a 
trarisfej-.’’ 

Footballers are not 
noted for their 
intellectual capacity in 
England—but Quinn is 
probably the first man 
ever to ask for a transfer 
without realising it. 





ALL iN THE GAME 



Bachelor 


Boy 

IMBAN KHAN, the 
elusive Pakistani 
cricketinjj 
euperstar-cum - 
eex sjrmbol, 
recently spoke out 
on his 

stonewalling, 
whenever it came 
to changing his 
bachelor status. 
Phrasing his 
answer with the 
same guile that he 
bowls his lethal 
inswingers. Imran 
said, “If an English 
girl got serious I'd 
tell her 1 had to 
marry a Pakistani 
girl, and if a 
Pakistani girl got 
serious I’d tell her I 
was going to 
marry an English 
girl.” 

Come on. all you 
Indian beauties. He 
doesn't seem to 
have an answer 
figured out for yOu 
as yet! 



- 


The MCPs 

A thing of the 
past? 

ITH the whole world 
decrying male 
chauvinism, the female 
version is fast on the 
rise It was no different 
at Wimbledon this year 
F’or the first tune in 
Wimbledon history, 
girls were allowed to lug 
court covers whenever 
the heavens opened up 
Not that the guys should 
complain too much 
about t hat sort of 
equality' Wimbledon 
also had another first 
this year m the form of a 
lady ticket tout who 
competed with the many 
men hanging around 
outside to get the best 
price for their tickets 
Coming in t he wake of 
cerfain lady tennis 
playei'S bcmig docked for 


appalling language at 
the Eastbourne 
tournament a couple of 
weeks before 
Wimbledon, these may 
just be a warning of 
things to come. 

But the best evidence 
of the growing apathy 
towards the males is in 
the programme 
circulated at Wimbledon 
this year There is a 
stern warning for the 
men ‘Male spectators 
are requested not to 
remove their shirts at 
anytime’ Does this 
mean that lady 
spectators are allowed 
the privilege of doing 

Should be interesting. 

Bill’s Bat 

It’s English wood, 
at least 

YMONDS have been 
on a signing spree 


Roping in a host of 
Indians, they have now 
also inducted some 
Pakistani and West 
Indian players into then- 
ranks Now, with the 
World Cup to be held in 
India, Syrnonds are very 
keen on having an 
Englishman weilding 
their product too 
The person they have 
contracted to do this job 
for them is the English 
opening batsman Bill 
Athcy. Looking beyond 
the un-English symbol 
of the company- a 
rhino- - and the unusual 
name of the product he 
will be endorsing— 
Super Tusker—Athey is 
almost certainly the ''irst 
English Test batsman to 
use a bat manufactured 
outside England Maybe 
he’s taking heart from 
the fact that the bat is 
made from English 
willow' 



Pemfors’ Fancy Footwork 



MIKAEL 
PERNPORS, the 
Swede with the 
attention-grabbing 
bootbrush 
hairstyle, is 
making no excuses 
for his narrow loss 
to Jimmy Connors 
at this year's 
Wimbledon. But 
hearing what he 
did the night 
before the match 
might just have 
you wondering. "I 
was trying out 
some of my fancy 
footwork at 
Stringfellows till 
fov^r a.m. the night 
befoi’e," says An 
uni’epentant 
Pernfors. 

Makes you 
wonder what he’d 
have done to 
Connors if he had a 
hill night’s rest. 
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FOCUS 


Although the 
Europeans 
dominated 
the year and 
there is no 
concrete 
indication of a 
Renaissance 
in either 
Australia or 
Americ:a, it 
was amazing 
to note that 
the three 
most 
important 
men at 
Wimbledon 
this year 
were 

eventually 

non- 

Europeans: 

Cash, 

Connors and 
Doohan 


DetondingThe 
European Invasion 

The Europeans are dominating’ men’s tennis 
today. But the non-Europeans are taking up 
the challenge. Rohit Brijnath surveys the 
scene after Wimbledon 

P AT CASH, athletic and a multi-faceted player has not only championed the 
cause of his debated ability, but that of the possible re-emergence of 
non-European tennis players Well, at least to an extent 
When the Afustralians, like Laver, Rosowall, Emenson, Hoad and 
Newcombe had finished their domination of world tennis in the 70‘s there emerged 
a swede called Bjorn Borg, a lone but real challenger and a tiost of brash but 
undeniably talented Americans, in Gerulaitis, Connors, Tanner, Kriek, McEnroe, 
Gene and Sandy Mayor et all 

If Borg won the French and Wimbledon, they continued to hold onto the USGpini 
and eventually in the early 80’s managed to swamp tlie magnil'icenl Swede 

Connors, although a convincing force, by now made way for McEnroe and from 
1981-84, the angry young man was a supreme and subtle (brco But he too, for 
various reasons, but primarily that of a ruthless Euro|X'an invasion, cfiuld not. 
hold on. and the transition began with the ascent of Lendl and t lie maturing of the 
Swedes 

And so Connors, McEnroe and Mayotte, although in content ion for 
tournaments, would languish definitely discontent in the bottom hall ol the top 
ten 

Just a glance at the Grand Slam tournaments proves thus 'fhc US for the 

past two .years has boon won by Lendl, and last, year for t hi’ first tune, only onc' 
American made it to the quarter final stage 

Wimbledon has been won by Becker, and Curren although an American (fiom 
St.)uth Africa) and a finalist, was not a convincing threat 

The French Open hasn’t had an American champion in 2h yeai s, Lendl and 
Wilander fighting their private Czecti-Swedish duel lor relentloii of the t itle 

The Australian (ipen too has been elusive for 1 he Yanks and Aussk's ’fhe Swedes 
(Wilander and Edlxirg) taking over for the past 4 y(>ars 

In fact, last .year (this includes Jaruiar.y's Australian ()|M>n i, no American madi' il 
toaGrand Slam final. Cash in the Australianofx-n final, the'only non-European 
Otherwise it was French (Lendl-Pernfors). Wimbledon (Becker Ijciidl) and the 
US Open (I .end I Meta r l 

And although the Europeans dominated and thei-r* is noeoneiete uuheation ol a 
renaissance in either Aii-stralia or America, it was amazing to note l hat the 1 hrt'e 
most important men at Wimbledon tins .year, were event ually non Eurojxjans 
Peter Dtxihan (Australia) who confused the IxHikies, the draw and I he media hy 
knocking out dcft'iidmg champion and favouiile Boris Becker I It> hc'camc ix'ro for 
a da.y. a considerable part of history and never let them forget wlicn. he was from 
Jimm.y Connors (America) who began another rc.sui genco at .'14, onl.y to 
captivate tlie souls of a delirious crowd, confound a media who .said he wa.s totj old, 
and became hereof the'fortiiighC Into the quai toi- finals for th«’ I4thtime the 
semi-finals for the 1 1 th and a victor.y over Mikael Pernfnrs which surely must 
remain m the annals of m.vthical tminis performances Grunting in his elforts. the 
only American in lhecjuartt»r-linals. an indelible memor.y of Wimbledon '87 
So one unknown one old man and one athlete.* denied another European 
invasion 

And hopefull.v, at home in America and Australia, young men are bu.ying lennis 
rackets and swatting balls lioping they can induce transition again Till them, a 
slightly dismembered Eurojxian cavalry stolidly marches em 
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In the only authorized book about Boria 
Becker, ma former trainer and mentor 
Gunther Bosch writes about the Qemum 
'Wunderkid’a’ life,'his triumphs and his 
uxistoppable rise to the top of the world 

teziBis Ididdor 
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All I can see 
are his eyes. 
He didn’t look 
like the other 
kids. I still 
remember 
talking about 
Boris’s eyes. 
He stared at 
each 

oncoming ball 
so hard that I 
thought: 
^That’s 
impossible in 
a kid’ 


T he first time I saw Boris, he was 
playing tennis. He didn’t look the 
kind of kid who played tennis- he 
had a round face, which his 
hair—^a kind of pony-tail—made 
even rounder. He was overweight—baby 
fat, of course — with legs like a piano, by 
which I mean shapeless legfs, with a lot of 
fat and no muscle. 

Boris was nine vears did. 

He played a strange kind of tennis — 
he didn’t use his feet. He threw himself 
towards the ball like a goalkeeper and 
raged when he didn’t get it. A 
remarkable kid. I stopped and watched 
him. His knees were grazed, his arms 
sore. 

'What’s that kid’s name?’ I asked. 



Tommy 

‘Becker,’ they said, ‘Boris Becker.’ 

That was in Biberach. More than SO 
youngsters were playing in firont of the 
trainers of the German Tennis 
Association, to see who should be given 
further individual training, paid 
course, invitations to international 
tournaments. 

At that time, 1 was only deputy 
national trainer; 1 hadn’t been in 
Germany for long. I could say what I 
thought, but it wouldn’t count for much. 
I seem to remember talking about Boris’s 
eyes. The trainers were going by a 
checklist: running, technique, many 
Individual tests. There was nothing on 
the list about "eyes’ or ‘concentration.’ 
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The ChUdhood 

HEN I think back today to that 
clumsy kid (in the 30-metre sprint, 
he was one of the last to waddle 
past the post), all I can see are his eyes. 
He didn't look like the other kids. He 
star^ at each oncoming ball so hard that 
I thought: That’s impossible in a kid’. 
How could a kid look so hard at the ball? 
Mc»t kids’ attention wanders all over the 
place, to whatever catches their 
attention: a car horn, a fly, laughter on 
the next court. 

the tennis court, Boris was like any 
other kid, but as soon as he had the 
racket in his hand and the ball was 
coming over the net, he changed. His 
way of looking, the way his eyes work, 
this over-concentration is not something 
he learnt from me. 

I have been living with Boris for three 
years. His parents entrusted me with 
their son when he was fifteen, later, at 
my suggestion. Ion Tiriac took over as 
his manager. Boris is on the way to being 
the number one in tennis. 

At seventeen, he won at Wimbledon; 
and while 1 am finishing this book about 
him, 1 can hear his car starting below 
We live next door to one another in Monte 
Carlo 1 go out to the balcony and look 
down, and there is Boris, eighteen-years 
old, threading his new black cai- into the 
traffic. It's the middle of July: last week 
he won Wimbledon for the second time 

‘Don’t drive too fast!’ I yell down 

He grins up at me, knows I'm on the 
balcony. No doubt that's why he revved 
up the motor I don’t like him driving so 
fast. He likes annoying me Since the 
time when his parents entrusted him to 
me, he’s grown over eight Inches and is 
now more than six feet tall. His rounded 
features have turned into an angular 
face, his shoulders have widened, his 
hips narrowed 

Many sports stars only became stars 
through hunger: Nastase, Muhammad 
Ali, Maradona, even Ion Tiriac.. Only 
the hungry become world champions. 

But Boris was hungry, too, although he 
was never short of food. Boris never had 
to drink bad water, or go hungry like Ion 
Tiriac or me — and yet he was still 
hungry. He was born in 1067; the times 
were good, his father was an architect. 

Boris comes from a middle-class 
family, but his mother still knew what 
hardship was. Elvira Becker was a 
refugee child. That’s important because 
she didn’t spoil Sabine or Boris, her 
children, she didn’t stuff them full of 


chocolate, cakes or sweets. So Boris still 
has good teeth. That might sound funny, 
but his teeth are part of his aura He gets 
over everything quickly. 

At Wimbledon, a year ago, he went to 
bed nearly every night sniffing, 
shivering, feverish exhausted, with 
blood blisters: but the next morning he 
would be fine again. Every evening. Ion 
Tiriac was so desperate, he wanted to call 
the doctors to Boris’s hotel room. ‘He 
heals himself,’ 1 calmed him down. ‘He 
sleeps himself well ’ 

At nine or ten, Boris was free to do 
what he liked; throw himself around, 
dive for the ball, bloody his knees and 
arms: everyone laughed at this mad kid, 
no one took him seriously. ‘I was a 



Cotonpon 


clown,’ Boris says about this period. ‘I 
fetched Cola for the others, and when 
they laughed, I laughed too. It wasn’t 
that bad, coach. ’ 

But it was bad. He was very hungry — 
hungry in his mind. He still is. The 
things that people like about his 
courageous, attacking style are rooted in 
his childhood. His childhood sharpened 
his already-keen gaze. 

I F I say that Boris’s best shots are 
defensive shots, the experts will think 
Tm mad, for, his service is his keenest 
attacking weapon, his returns daring 
attacking returns, his volleys deadly. 
Boris attacks to defend himself. At the 
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Noah is the 
player who 
inspires 
Boris. For 
Boris, Noah 
is a 

phenomenon 
because he 
manages to 
stay at the top 
of the world 
and live as 
well. As far as 
Boris is 
concerned 
Noah is a 
character 


moment, he is in my opinion the only 
player in the world who can keep up the 
pressure without a break because he 
never stops defending himself. 

Boris does not laugh while he is 
playing or make jokes on court like 
Ckinnors, Noah or Leconte. Boris does not 
laugh on court. There were too many 
people laughing in the early days. 

Often, during the tournaments in the 
last year, 1 made notes for this book. 
Often I thought: ‘No, it won't work. You 
can't describe Boris.’ He’ll be one thing 
today, then surprise you by being the 
opposite tomorrow. In the changing 
room after his second win at Wimbledon, 
he said, ‘Qimtzi,’—he was still out of 
breath, I think he was in the 
shower—‘Guntzi, you won’t believe this, 
but losing is a worse feeling than 
winning ever is. ” Only later did I realize 
what he meant: winning doesn't lift him 
as high as losing drags him down. 

But, after winning Wimbledon for the 
second time, Boris stood in the shower 
and talked about losing. 

‘Boris,’ I asked, ‘Aren’t you pleased?’ 

‘Yes,’ he said, ‘but I thought it would be 
bigger, better.’ 

Right: Pat Cash. The man who stole 

Beoker’s orown. Cash’s reaction to 
winning was unusual but spontaneous 




Building The Trust 

B oris and I didn’t hit it off fur quite a 
while—it was a year or two before he 
came to trust me. 

While 1 was finding out about 
him—from his club, trainer, his parents. 
His sister Sabine—he was also making 
enquiries about me. He questioned other 
players, questioned me—and the most 
fascinating thing was something I only 
learnt later: he asked my wife the same 
questions. 

He wanted to know how 1 came to be a 
German although I was born in 
Romania. He asked how I met my wife. 
He asked how I felt when my daughter 
was born. He couldn’t believe that 1 
played a deciding match against Tiriac 
the evening before the birth, with my 
nine>months-pregnant wife looking up. 
‘What kmd of people are you?’ said Boris. 
‘I CKiuld never do that.’ He was very 
disappointed in us. He even learnt 
Romanian secretly, so he could 
understand Ion and myself when we 
shouted odd fragments of Romanian at 
each other on court. That’s how 
suspicious he was. 


















After trainingr had ended m the 
evening, I had to be a story-teller. He 
never stops asking questions. ‘Which did 
you speak first, German or Romanian? 
When did you start going out with girls? 
Was your father strict?’ He’s still asking 
questions today; he never stops. 

A S a boy, Boris had read everything 
about Ekirg. Connors and Vilas. He 
wanted to be like them, to live a harder, 
more Spartan life. 

Mariima. Bjorn Borg’s sejmrated wife, 
was my pupil in Romania, ^fore she 
married Borg, she went with him from 
one tournament to the next. 1 asked 
Mariana what their life was like 
together. ‘I washed Bjorn’s clothes. I 
woke him up. I knocked him into shape 
before each match. 1 packed his bags. 
When he didn’t feel like speaking, 1 kept 
quiet. 1 was like a second coach. ’ Perhaps 
it can work like that. But there aren’t 
many girls like Mariana. 

In any case, a girl upsets the rhythms 
of an athlete’s life. She is in his thoughts, 
he must spend time on her. Things get 
bad when you give up a tournament 
because of a girl. Both start feeling 
guilty. 


Boris was a child when he let himself in 
for the professional life—and I had 
helped him do it. Now he was eighteen: 
and I felt a bit guilty as though it was all 
my fault. 

The Top Ten Culture 

T he Top Ten is like a myth, a closed 
society. If you’re not one of them, 
they don’t know you. When Boris 
was number 20, Connors wouldn’t speak 
to him. In the changing room, Boris had 
to put his things right at the back, and 
wait patiently until it was his turn with 
the masseur. In Wimbledon there is a 
communal changing room for the lower 
orders; the big boys keep to themselves. 

It was only when Boris got mto the 
semi-finals that he was allowed into the 
seeds’ changing rooms. 

When one of the Top Ten speaks, 
others keep quiet: that is an unwritten 
law. When Wilander talks about a 
tournament, no-one else dares butt in, A 
number 60 never goes on court before a 
number five. The Top Ten lead a secret 
life—and the number one the most secret 
life of all. Number one goes into 
isolation, guarding and fostering the 
mystery around himself, trying to be an 
insoluble riddle. 

What does anyone know about Lendl or 
McEnroe? Borg is another mystery man. 
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are different. 
For instance^ 
Edberg is now 
going out with 
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other in a final 
of the Grand 
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Edberg wins. 
The same 
evening we 
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happily 
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The press may talk about the houses they 
live in, who lives with them, how much 
they earn a year. But no-one ever learns 
the things that really count; what they 
think, how they work, tjieir agonies, 
where they get their motivation. Even 
their trainers give nothing away. 

There is only one place where the Top 
Ten have to lift the veil: on court. 

In the Top Ten, only the Swedes are an 
exception. Boris feels most at home with 
them. Stefan Edberg, number six in the 
world, is possibly a kind of friend. The 
Swedes travel as a group from 
tournament to tournament. Jarryd, 
Wilander, Nystrom and Edberg train 
together, mess around together, crack 
jokes, laugh, have fun—but before a 
match begins. They can play against 
each other in the evening and train 
together the next morning. 

How can that be possible, we ask 
ourselves? 

Both Boris and I need an ‘enemy’. 
Anyone he plays against is our enemy. 

No quarter g^ven. or taken A year ago, 
all I needed to do was to mention a 
player's name two or three days before a 
match, and Boris would become 
Becker’s face says it all. He has Just lost 
to Peter Doohan in the second round 


aggressive. Sometimes, while training, 
he would yell out the name of his next 
opponent. ‘Annaoone, I’m ready.’ Things 
could build up until the first outbreak of 
sweat on court. 

We have often discussed the Swedes. 
They’re just different, that’s all. Perhaps 
their peaceful countryside has left its 
mark on them, the wide open spaces, the 
clear sky—that’s the only thing I can 
think of. 

For instance, Edberg is now going out 
with Wilander’s old grirlfi'iend—but 
they’re still the best of friends. How do 
they manage it ? Edberg and Wilander 
face each other in the final of the Grand 
Slam tournament in Melbourne. Edberg 
wins. The same evening, we see them 
happily drinking together It makes you 
envious. 

The return of service is the most 
terrifying thing in the way the Top Ten 
play tennis. After such a shot, people 
often ask me, ‘Those shots—how can a 
mere human being even catch them, let 
alone return them?’ 

The Top Ten don’t play w*th ordinary 
mortals. Sometimes Boris will play a few 
balls with his mother or sister. Once, he 
made an exception. At the UNICEF 
exhibition matches in Washington, US 
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Manager Ion Tiriao with Die Nastase 

Foreign Secretary Schultz had invited 
Boris and Vilas to a doubles match at the 
White House. Next to the helicopter pad 
in front of the President’s Oval Office is a 
beautiful hard court surrounded by 
bushes and hedges The players were 
Schultz, Vilas, the son of Vice-President 
Bush and Boris. Ion was the umpire, I 
was the coach. 

When the match was over, Schultz said 
to Boris, Tve been playing tennis for 
forty years; give me a serve like you 
would serve against Lendl. I'd like to see 
what it’s like, just for once.’ 


Boris-hit two aces. Schultz didn’t move. 
Thanks, Boris,’ said Schultz, as he said 
good-bye. ’I didn’t see your serves. ’ 
Players respect the loser's pain. They 
treat losers with care. Journalists are 
after a story, they burrow around in the 
wounds. I was impressed by the way 
Wilander behaved towards Boris in 
Australia after the Schapers defeat. Boris 
was sitting in the changing rooms, his 
head in his hands. Wilander, who had 
just finished his doubles match, came in. 
News of the sensational defeat had of 
course got around amongst the players 
long ago. Wilander was quiet, said 
nothing, had a shower, changed his 
clothes, avoided making any noise, and 
went back out on tiptoe. 

Once I saw Noah crying after being 
beaten. No one looked at him Eveiyone 
looked away. Not a word was ever said 
about it, then or afterwards 

The Pressure Tells 


H ow do you train a world star‘d 
In Atlanta, after the Wilkison 
defeat. Ion, Boris and I decided, 
hard training, no reporters, no TV 
pictures. We trained only for the WCT 
indoor championships in Dallas—six 
hours a day Suddenly, in a training 
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session around mid-day Bona turned 
away pressed his hands a^^ainst his 
forehead, took a few staggering steps 
like a drunk and leant against the wall of 
the indoor court hts face turned away 
from me 

1 could see from his shoulders that he 
was crying 

I left him alone for a tew minutes, 
picked the bsdls up, then came past where 
he stood ‘Don t be ashamed,* I said, ‘let it 
out ’ 

We broke off the traimng session and 
went back to our hotel I left him on his 
own for an hour, then I gave our special 
knock on his door Boris opened it 
radiant All was forgotten ‘Ountzi, its 
amazing. I’ve got rid of it, it’s out'* 

I thought I would find Boris desperate 
How alone he must have been for a 
crying fit to make him happy agrain 

I can't talk to Ion about all this He 
didn’t care if we brought in money or not 
Boris’s success Is Ion’s success too But 


If I say that 
Boris’s best 
shots are 
defensive 
shotSf the 
experts will 
think I’m mad, 
for his service 
is his keenest 
attacking 
weapons, his 
volleys 
deadly. Boris 
attacks to 
defend 
himself 



Ion only knows Boris as a world star 
It all happened so fast When I took 
Boris off hiB piarents hands, he was still 
running around with a name-tag on his 
chest so he wouldn’t get lost I picked 
him at the airport Boris couldn’t shut a 
suitcase He can now and he can fold up 
hiB suits and put them m his suitcase 
And when we arrive, that’s the first thing 
he does suitcase open shake his jackets 
out and hang them up in the wardrobe I 
help him a bit with the packing, always 
keeping an eye open to make sure he 
doesn’t forget anythmg 
To be a world star—for Boris, that’s 
priority number one tennis Eveiything 
else comra afterwards And that’s why I 
help him with his packing Ion is 
someone who has built a barbed-wire 
fence around his heart, so to speak Even 
in front of Boris, he plays the cold, hard 
super-manager Co(»rCola, Philips, 
Deutsche Bank, Puma—^he deals with 
them all 









ACH 


By Boris Becker 


A t &r«t Ioduliln!!t Bland my eoach. He waa 
National Trainer. What did he want. 1 
wonder. Why was he butting in? I don’t Uhe 
teachers anyway. Why. how oome? Z don't 
beitwre anyone juet because they're older or a 
teacher. 

(junther Bosch dhint lau^h with us Mde.. He 
k«fi»t himself «3oof; he just watched, were 
trainers who lived with us, went to diaoos with ue 
or -wmt out with girls... nothing serCBus. just 
dancing. 

But Gunther Bosoh just stayed in his room the 
tehdle time. He didn’t come along. Once, at a 
tewhiing camp, we went to a restaurant with him. 

. It eras a wine-tasting session. You could drink as 
xaupk wine as you wanted, it wouldn't cost you a 
peimy... Cola or Fanta cost money. Most of our 
training gioup were drunk after half an hour. 1 
.(hank Cola, even though it cost money. Gunthm* 
Bosch came over to mo and said.’’You11 outlive 
thmnaU.’ 

1 didn ’t even think about it at the time. 
jPeople say all sorts of things. They all made fun 
ipf me because of my legs. Tennis is arunnhig 
'IQ^ort, you-can't run.’ Gunther Bosch said, you 
IjtHBp when'you serve, your service will have , 
^jjbcirepower. Jiimp right inches higher.’ Whent^' 
me as National Trainer, we did a tot' 
^mhtnilng. We did a lot of juraiw. Tturee months; 
emt thbks-year-olds with n^ ; 




-^explain It. ‘Ountsf is honest; he's never lied to me. 
* He runs with me, he’s nearly fifty. I'm more 
powerful than him: but he’s there beside me; 

4000, 5000 metres, he’s still there. 

loan wipe him off the court, he hasn't got a 
chance; but he lights. 

He jumps three feet in the air and ,wys. ‘Now 
you do it.’ In Melbourne, there was this wall: 1 
can’t remember if it was at the tennis centre or on 
the way to the hotel. Every evening, he’d jump up 
and say, ‘Jump higher.’ We hopped like 
kangaroos. 

You don’t get anywhere on your own. On my 
own. I’m lasy. He winds me up. pushes me on. 
He’s quite thin: but he has such willpower. 
Sometimes he unnerves me because he says 
nothing: 'What are you thinking, phllogopher?* I 
ask. 

Ion is direct, comes straight out wiUi things. So 
do I. Ountzi thinks. Only at training sessions 

does he tell me what he was thinking. 

\ 

We were at a rook concert once: I’d taken my 
Jumper off and my shirt, 1 was dancing with 
nothing on from the waist up. Next day on court, 
Gutitsi said. Take your shirt off, dttnce!' 1 knew 
what he meant: he wanted me to be as relaxed as 
I’d been the night before. The thought came to 
him yesterday—and now he told me it. 

■ I*ve read this book he’s written. We did some of 
' the'dhKpters together. It’s a book about coaching. 
Hccodck ea ma the way it says in the book. He’s ' 














He is a child of 
fortune 
because he’s 
never had a 
tennis lesson 
or a classical 
tennis teacher 
to impose a 
textbook 
technique on 
him. All 
Boris’s shots 
come from 
the heart 


Neither Boris nor 1 have any idea what 
one or two-million mark contracts moan 
Boris has no idea what a million marks 

IS. 

We live on expense allowances 

If Boris wants to buy a tape, he’ll say to 
me, ‘Give me five dollars,' I pass the 
invoice to the Tinac Manaproment. When 
Boris was eighteen, he got a credit card 
When he buys a suit, he gives me the 
counterfoil and I send it to his parents, 
who check it. Ion Tiriac is not the way he 
acts. 1 once told a reporter how touching 
and emotional Ion can be m private 
Afterwards he growled at me, ’You’re 
wrecking my image. My imago is being 
hard.’ 

For Boris, every nightspot is open even 
if it IS ‘members only’ or for the top ten 
thousand, or just full During 
Wi'mbledon, we were staying at the 
Londonderry Around the corner, thei-e 
was the famous Hard Rock Cafe Let’s go 
there, suggested Boris There was a huge 
queue outside. First I thought people 
were queuing for theatre tickets, but no, 
like us, they wanted to get in Boris, we 
haven’t a chance,’ I said Boias kept going 
and took his place at the end of the 
({ueue The people in the queue said 
f’lease, Boris, come on, ‘move up ’ No one 
grumbled They pushed us to the head of 
the queue. ‘Come on, Boris ’ And the 
policeman outside said. ‘Please. Boris, 
come in.’ 

In April, SIX months before Wimbledon 
II, we were at a rfxik concert with Simple 
Minds, at Fort Worth, near Dallas Noah, 
Edberg and Jarryd were there as well 
Although Noah had pulled a fast one on 
Boris in Rome two years before (he 
pi’etended to be hurt and then swept 
Boris off the court the next day), they 
like each other a lot As far as Boris is 
concerned, Noah is a character 
Annacono isn’t Edberg is, Jarryd isn’t 
Connors is. Lendl isn’t 

Under his domm jacket. Noah was 
wearing a red-flowered silk shirt He had 
plaited his hair in little pigtails Noah is 
the player who inspires Boris Noah is 
one of the top ten players in the world 
even though he smokes, has a wife, a 
child and a i-estaurant in New York For 
Boris, Noah is a phenomenon because he 
manages to stay at the top of the world 
and live as well Boris ruffled Noah’s 
hair, Noah lets him do that 

I like It when they ti’ain together In 
training with Noah, Boris manages shots 
which wouldn’t be out of place in a 
circus And suddenly, he runs easily 
Against players like Annacone or 


Wilkison. hi.'i legs seem heavy and 
stumpy Agin list Noah. the,y are elegant, 
incredibly agile Noah spurs him on to 
play like Noah himself easily and 
elegantly 

This ease has to do with his 
mascKjhism. Ix't me explain. Boris gets a 
kick out of beating Wilandor from the 
baseline with high topspins Baseline 
play IS Wilander’.s weapon Boris tries to 
heat him at his ow n game He also tries to 
lieat Noah with artistic tennis Pure 
Utopia Stefan Edberg, for instance, is a 
born serve -and-volley player Boris just 
I pla,ys Stefan at Ills own game l^ndl’s 
, grealesl weapon IS his forehand Boris 
doesn't play to hi.s weaker backhand, but 
lets himself in for a forehand duel 
because ho wants to show Lendl that his 
forehand is better 

That isn’t tiormai All players try to cut 
out their opponents’btrengUis, not to let 
them use these strengths in I he game 
Boris challenges their .strengths lie 
could jlist play to 1 ^mdi s weak left- hand 
side Hut he doesn't He plays to ins 
forehand Forehand in Wimbledon, 
back-hand in Chicago It’s masochism he 
deliberately makes things hard lor 
himself lie heats Connors aggressively 

Once when they were changing ends, 
Boris told Connors ‘You’re too old to play 
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like that.' Connor.s lussed btu;k. Don t 
worry about how old I am ‘ An inci’ediblc 
flight Boris wanted to bti a better Connors 
than Connors I don't know where he 
gets it from That's just the way it is" 
IN-BORN. 

H OW can I help him here as trainer‘s 
Two years ago. f would shout. ’Lcxik at 
the racket head, look at the grip, look 
at the feet Remember what the .service 
was like in different situations How did 
you serve when it was your advantage'-' 

At deuce'^ When leading SO-O'-'" In the 


must return the shot 
i’ra waiting’, says Boris 
Are .you nervous’’ J ask. 

No' 

13o you feel afraidNo 

Off The Court 

W HAT IS Boris like'.’ 

Ho IS a child of foi lune txjcause 
he’s nevei’ had a tennis lesson or a 
classical tennis teacher to impose a 
textbook technique on him 
In the evenings, after training 



class they are playing in these arc 
understood, like the alphalx>t or the time 
tables Lendl hits tin* ball as secretively 
as Boris Each look deceives It's a poker 
game 

Lendl wdl knik to the right-hand 
corner of the service Ixix, bounei ng t ho 
ball at the same li me He boiince-.s t he tiall 
several times Will he hit it totlie 
right,-hand corner’’ ()n the si'cond 
bounce, lie look.s towards 1 he lef't-liand 
efirner Now, on the tliird liounce again 
tothelefi Ycm can't tell anytlung from 
his stance or his grip Any player iii t his 
class can change his stance m a 
hundredih of a seeonfl Llorret ti<<n tlie 
first seven can 

What’s going on m Boris's mind’' He 


sessions, we go and eat. Usually we meet 
around 7 30 or 8 30 in I he hotel foyer By 
now, we know all the inside tips on city 
restaurants, but we also have our own 
favourites 

! This is wliere life after tennis begins 
These two or three hours arc paradise 
for Boris He looks forward to them all 
day Paradise begins when he changes 
his clothes Jeans, black-shirt, 
jacket—all dark Another skin Those 

■ three hours are all he has. I leave it up to 
him to decide who will be eating with us, 
whore we’ll go This is his time to 
unwind In New York, he likes going to 
Noah’s Restaurant in Soho, run by three 
Fi’eiich friends of Noali s Sometimes he 
goes off on his own But only in New 
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York, however cra.zy that soiinda. New 
Yorkers are stars themselves, or at least 
they seem that way to me. ‘Oh, Hi!’ they 
say, and go on their way. 

I WAS very excited when we were 
invited to the White House in April, 
1986. Before occasions like that, 1 
almost lose my voice, I fiddle around 
endlessly with my jacket, comb my hair 
We drove through Washington in two 
black Cadillacs, Ion and Vilas in front. 
Boris and I behind. As one of the iron 
White House gates opened and we were a 
few minutes away from being face to face 
witli the Foreign Secretary of the United 
States of America, Boris suddenly ruffled 
my hair 

‘Ai'e you crazy*^’ 1 exploded I couldn’t 
find my comb ‘Boris, stop it!" 

The Cadillac stopped Hons, stop it, 
will you*^’ Boris, who knows my hair is 
my weak sptit, was killing iiimself 
laughing I always made sure niy hair 
was cut well, especially in sitnation.s like 
that Sometimes I could really 
On such occasions. Boris is the least 
excited of any of us Foreign Secretary 
Schultz led us into the Civa) Office and 
showed us the ministers’ conlereiice 
table Boris sat down on a secivtary’s 
chair. Later, on the White House tennis 
court, he yelled at Schultz, his doubles 
partner, ‘Comeon. run. you'll get it.’ 
When Schultz reached the ball, Hons 
said. ‘Very good, man ’ 

I stood at the edge of the court and 
wished the ground would open and 
swallow mo up ‘You can't call Mr Schultz 
“man". ' bu apparently he can Fnopio 
take to him 

At the Wimbledon Finals, he winked at 
thoOcrman President in the Royal Box 
and the President winked back At t imes 
like this. I nearly have a heart 
attack—and so do his parents 

Boris off court is like Hons on court 
At the colobration dinner aftei'wards i n 
the Savoy, he chatted half the night with 
the Duchess of Kent While the rc.'U ('f 
us— even Martina Navratilova -sat fairly 
stiffly at the top table. Boris and the 
Duchess talked about surfing and 
c-ooking without moat flhe I luchess is a 
vegetarian) Together with her. Boris 
developed his winner's address. Your 
Royal Highness, what .should I say next*’’ 
'I'hey laughed, they liked each other 
I lis hero is .James Dean Above his bed 
there is a fioster from the film Hetxil 
Without A Cause. He loves BJast of Eden. 
Giant and. of course. Rebel Without A 
Cause. He’s got them on tape. The onl v 


books he’s bought himself are 
biographies of James Dean. Each time 
we’re in America, he wants to visit that 
crossroads in California where Dean died 
in an accident in his silver Porsche. 

W HEN his parents entrusted him to 
my care he was a fifteen-year-old 
boy I don’t just feel responsible for 
his tennis. I don’t want him to end up like 
Borg, bui nt out and broken after his 
career. Separated at twenty-nine, 
empty 

Ion says Boi’is will rievei’ be poor. 

"1 reply, 'That’s not enough ’ 1 think 
that perhaps winning at tennis is not the 
meaning of life, but it can be a foundation 
for later life, Borg’s victories burnt him,, 
out Now, thoi e’s no drive in his life He's, 
rich, but that’s not enough In my 
dreams, I .see Boris - even at thirty or 
forty- -showing people that it s always 
worth putting up a fight, I’d like him to 
Ix’ like Max Schmehng. the famous 
German boxer of the 19.30s an example 
When I told Boris about .Schemeling, he 
protested 

No way do I want to Ixx;onie a legend I 
won’t lx: a tciiuis player for evei- 
Boras off court ' doesn't just laugh, 
mess ai'oiiiid and chat with celehrities. he 
lias al.so had to struggle this was at the 
time when he tlidn'l know whc'ther he 
was a grown u p tjr a eh ild 

“I Don’t Want To Be Your 
Kid” 

T hat was a bad lime it was at 
l’’lnslnn(.J Mc.uiow a yeai ago. 
playing again.sl Nystrom and then 
ag.iiii.sf Pernfoi’s in Pans A .start in life.' 
t he Amencans say Hi-gnimng to live, 
i hanginp, from a boy ff> a man It was a 
terribk'struggle Flnsliing Meadow, a 
year ago was when Insionflictsand 
selfeast 1 gal ion wcri'al their heiglit 
When licshonled at the world on the 
Cent!•(' (Jmii't. I'm achild, I can’t take it 
any more .'thmi, theiK'xf moment, 'No, 
I'm a man 

There is one image of < his child-man I 
will never forgei after losing at Flushing 
Meadow, he was lying on the niiu>CM.ge 
table anr. beating the equipment with his 
fists, crying and shouting, ‘I want to beat 
him. I want to beat him!" A strange 
picture, those ‘howling fists' 

A year after tiis second defeat at 
Flushing Meadow (against Mecir in the 
semi-finals), Boris was completely 
different He was furious with himself, 
sore-one wmng word and...- but there 
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was no letting himself go, no flipping 
out, no howling around. He had learnt to 
take defeat. 

The change to being a man had 
happened. We went around together as 
adults everyone in the team, and 
everyone around it Ilis mother, his 
father Tlie ‘in between’ time had 
passed 1 was happy that we were still 
the .same The team was still there, Boris 
had reached number two He had 
overtaken Wilander in the world ratings 

As far as I’m concerned, it all began in 
Pans last year 1 wasn’t there when he 
talked with his mother, they’d gone out 
for a walk together The next day, Boris 
was—1 won’t say ‘changctl’. but more 
confident He told Ion Tinac what he 
wanted and what he didn’t want He 
could express himself, he didn't use 
emotional arguments, he said what he 
meant clearly and cxmcisely 

The little tilings he talks about in this 
b{X)k -driving on his own, going round 
cities on his own, getting stuck m a jam, 
being with people whose minds aren’t 
just on tennis those are the outward 
signs 

To put it in a nutshell, what he told us 
was, ‘I don’t want to be your kid any 
more ' He could also have said puppet 

As 1 saw Boris standing there in front 
of Ion, it gave mo so much motivation as 
a trainer that I said 'So now I'll give up 


Postscript’The Break 

G unther BOSCH chose 21 January 
1987, the day after Boris Becker had 
been eliminated from the Australian 
Open in Melbourne by the unseeded 
Wally Masur, to announce that he was no 
longer prepared to work with the young 
West German: that he was to leave the 
tight coterie of advisers who had dictated 
the course of Becker’s career. 

It was apparent that though the 
divorce was something to regret there 
also was relief. Bosch told reporters who 
besieged his room as he finished 
breakfast: ‘I have put a lot of thought into 
this decision. Boris no longer has the 
right attitude. There is no way back for 
me. It is impossible for me to co-operate 
with him. Our opinions on the way he 
should prepare for matches, the 
tournaments in which he should play 
and other oircumstanoes that surround 
these matters are incompatible.’ 

Bosch’s decision did not entirely 
astonish the world of tennis. As far back 
as the United States Open-in which 
Becker, surprisingly, had been defeated 




t'vcrvthing. :ill iiiv (lumght.s. d:iy aiifl 
night We ll g('l llirough it H'lliillgct 
sorted out 

There w;i.s a totnl change in I he 
organis.ilion m his life, winch wius 
over-organised where the human 
olernent hatl been ncglci-led it was all tix) 
much leimi.s no'hnig but tennis 

( M cour.se tennis was Mill i he mam 


by the Czech Miroslav Mecii- in the 
semi-finals.journalists who covered the 
professional circuit had detected 
growing conflict between the player and 
his coach. 

Becker had left Melbourne before 
Bosch's announcement but, 
subsequently, he said he could hardly 
believe Bosch was no longer his coach. 
They had their problems, the young man 
explained, but he never thought they 
would part. On the other hand, he was at 
pains to stress that he would not try and 
persuade Bosch to change his mind. 
Becker’s father, Karl-Heinz. was less 
surprised. He had seen smoke in the 
kitchen but thought the fire would be 
extinguished! 

It seemed there had been two causes of 
the smoke. The first was that Becker, 
secure in his fame and investments and 
increasingly independent, had 
suggested that Bosch should only 
accompany him to some tournaments, 
something with which Bosch vehemently 
disagreed. 

That is not good enough for me. I must 
have continuity. If he goes to a 










thinf4' Y(ni don’t t>-(‘t .-uivwhfif witlioiit 
wi>i'kiUK’ No no siiccf.s.s 

Hnt whiMV docs th.d siu-rcss I'd you*' 
Ills fclmlliun in the firoi.'oss of {^I'owinfr 
npwasnot jnst dirc<. tcd at;;nnst ilic Cine' 
hotels. Ihclilcot liixni'V It was direct(*d 
afi'Jiin.st the lack of f reedoni on coiirl 
again.sl heint; patroni/.e<l 

What made him haj)))V wa.s to l)(> ahk- lo 


tournament at Indian Wells and I arrive 
next week at Key Biscayne as he 
suKRCsted, how will I know how his 
I backhand has been working? How will I 
know what needs to be done? 1 cannot 
work like that.' ‘Personally, we are fine,' 
Bosch explained shortly after he had 
made public his decision. ‘Boris the 
tennis player is still developing and Boris 
the man. too. I think he still needs 
someone with him.’ 

The second cause of the smoke was that 
the young West German did, indeed, 
have someone with him. Tension had 
been surfacing within the Becker camp 
since the Wimbledon champion had 
started travelling with his girlfriend, 
Benedicte Courtin, daughter of a Monte 
Carlo government official. 

Becker explained: 'Benedicte helps me. 
It’s not very easy after a strong and hard 
day’s training to come back to your 
apartment and be alone. You are tired 
and not always in the best shape. It is so 
much better to come back somewhere 
when there is a nice person sitting there 
to cheer you up and to offer 
encouragement.' 



say to Ion or me. ‘Right, I’m going to 
disappear’. 

What makes him happy is that his 
parents no longer say. “You have to do 
this’ or ‘You have to do that’ or ‘Watch 
out, watch where you’re going.’ What 
makes him happy is the fact that we trust 
him 

No one makes his decisions for him 
any more. The second half has begun 

At Wimbledon. I could sense it on the 
court too He stood on court 
self-confident He won the tournament 
with self-confidence He started to pick 
me up on things Hey. coach, what do 
you Icxjk like'' What kind of shirt is that 
you’ve got on'^’ And he finds me anfither 
shirt ‘And always (hat leather,|a<-kct 

In New York, ho turned up one day 
with some theatre tickets ’(’oach. we re 
going to sec A Chorus Ijino' 

Where‘S’ 1 luui no idea wliat he was 
talking atxnit 

It was imprc.ssi ve to sex* how t he 
dancers t he']-e I’ouglit for their 
careers Hut for Hons. 1 would never 
have .seen it 

His parents came over Boris tixik them 
around, .showi'd llu'in New York, acted ;is 
intei'preter He did it quite 
unobtrusively I'm glad he g'l'lson so well 
with his parents 

Hons h;is grown up I m not afraid 
any more 



According to some commentators, 
Bosch neither accepted Courtin nor that 
times were changing, loii Tiriac 
explained; ‘Boris was very hurt by Bosch 
and only when you are hurt do you find 
out how much of a man you ai'e.' Bosch 
and Tiriac had been friends since 
growing up together in Romania. After 
Bosch's decision that friendship, sadly 
became strained. Tiriac said: ‘I don’t 
understand Bosch at all. As far as I am 
concerned, he betrayed not me but Boi*is. 
He didn’t have the right. Boris made him 
and my company paid him in gold. As a 
couch you must have integrity, loyalty 
and fidelity. Bosch has shown he didn’t 
have any of these qualities.’ 

Ultimately, it had become an 
acrimonious break-up. Perhaps Rod 
Laver, four times Wimbledon champion, 
summed it up as well as anyone. ‘The 
truth’, he said, ‘is that Boris Becker is 
growing up. He probably doesn’t need a 
full time coach any more, just somebody 
to give him an occasional pat on the 
back.’ 

All the same, it was a sad end to a 
partnership that was conquering the 
world. 


He told us, 
don’t want to 
be ycHir kid 
anymore. 
There was a 
total change in 
the 

organisation, 
in his life....No 
one makes his 
decisions 
anymore. The 
second half 
has 

begun...Boris 
has grown up 






TURF view 


Bangalore Derby _ 

Df vine Light 
Lesuts Them All 



O N Suiuiav lulv 1 ^tli 1M87 

tin Rtiiftiltiit idcf lourst 
appeal trl to li ive bf ( n bathed 
in in a ii lof Divint 1 ipht 
The light ti imt 1 sni<ill iindi bay 
filly pioved th it sli< was i giant 
amongst hei bi«t cl wht n she won 
thoBangaloie Dcibv in i stvlt so 
authoiatHtivt that tlu i r < ould 
have been no huid lu k st mes 


iHvime Light primped 
thaisH^ was a^imt 
ammg her kre^ She 
won in a styie so 
authoratative that there 
eosUd have been no 


to have won the Di i by having 
puked upthel illus liial before 
ilei achievement biackets her 
with File Haven who did the same 
in 1973 and Caminetto in 1983 
Owned by Mi and Mrs Vijay 
Maliya iJivine Light was trained 
o porfec tion by that doyen 
amongst Indian tiainers Rashid 
Byiamji and she gave an armchair 


whataoeyei except pt i haps that 
she went a trifle too fast loi the 
opposition She thus tjec oines only 
the third membei of the f uier sex 


Ta 


hard luek stories except 
perhp^ that she v^nt a 
trifle too fast for rite 


I ide to victoi y to stable jockey 
VasantShinde who later said that 
all the c I edit for the win had to go 
to the filly because all he had to do 
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As they turned for home. Kir 
Royalle led them into the straigfht 
but on his outside Shinde had not 
even moved on Divine Light who 
had drawn level on her own. Then 
it was almost as though he merely 
tickled the filly behind the ears 
and she surged forward. 

It was electrifying, it was 
smooth, and it looked so 
effortless. The manner in which 
she devoured the ground in those 
last 400 metres leaves no doubt 
whatsoever that she is in a class of 
her own A fact that is further 
enhanced when one looks at the 
time she clocked for the race; 2 
min. 3.5 sec. which is just 0.1 
seconds outside the course record. 
Even more to the point she was 
easy. One wonders what she 
would have done to the clock had 
Vasant asked her to really go into 
overdrive. 

Brave Dancer did well to finish a 
creditable second behind a filly 
who appears to have few equals so 
far. 

He had given Calcuttans 


As they turnedfor 
homCf Kir Roydtte led 
them into the straightf 
hut on his outside, 
Shinde had not even 
moved on Divine Light, 
who had drawn level on 
her own. Then it was 
almost as though he 
merely tickled the filly 
behind the ears and she 
surgedforward 


somel.hing to look forwaid to but 
although beaten he lives to fight 
another day and bar Divine Light ’ 
he does have the credentials as 
being the best there is. 

Kir Royalle struggled on to be a 
poor third with the Byramji 
trained African displaying a good 
deal of improvement to finish a 
creditable fourth, a shade ahead of 
Eerbus. Watch this colt, come 
winter, when he ought to mature 
into a top class horse. 

And in the euphoria that 
enveloped her ecstatic; band of 
supporters there wa.s something 
that everyone forgot. The man 
who picked Divine Light as a 
yearling and originally bought 
her—Dr M.A.M. Ramaswamy It 
was only after she began her 
racing career that the Baron got 
an offer he could not refuse and 
sold her to her present owner.s. 

But the man who trained her had 
all along known from the outset 
that here was a filly with a Divine 
Light indeed 
Cyras. J. Marian 
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HIRTY 

•wi ■ Iseconds to go!" 

■ ThePA 
Mi system blared. 
Last minute checks were 
still being carried out 
“Ten seconds to the Flag 
Off!" There was total 
silence. Safety belts 
strapped on, the drivers 
sat hunched over the 
steering wheels 
Navigators tensed up, 
thinking of all the 
possible routes they 
would have to follow. 
The final countdown 
rang out loud and clear. 
“Pive-four-three-two- 
one-GO!” And with an 
ear-splitting roar the 
first car was off. The 
12th Annual Monsoon 
Car Rally had begun. 

And exactly at this 
moment, almost as if 
waiting for this one, the 
Doordarshan team 
started their comedy of 
errors. For the first 
time—but not the last—-I 
was to see the 
inefficiency of the 
Doordarshan team sent 
to cover the rally. They 
had to request the State 
Minister for Transport, 
MrShyamal 


MONSOON 

MANIA 


Avik Lee joins the 
enthusiatic drivers and 
riders in their muddy drive 
to Jamshedpur and back 


Chakraborty to repeat 
the Flag Off as they had 
missed it the first time 
around. This was only 
for starters.. . 

There was plenty in 
store for the rallyists. It 
was at Dankuni that the 
action really broke out. 
A foot-deep section of 
mud and slush singled 
out the pros from the 


rookies. The pros made 
their way through 
cautiously, while the 
others either took it too 
fast and skidded or were 
too slow and bogged 
down in the quagmire. 
The motorcyclists were 
at the receiving end. the 
cars having pasirad 
before them leaving the 
road in an immotorable 


mess. There was no 
shortage of spills and 
thrills. 

Arghya Dhole was the 
hero of the day—but for 
another reason. At 
Kharagpur we gfot to 
know that he had left his 
son seriously ill and 
under oxygen to take 
part in the rally. But 
there was good news for 
him. His eldest son was 
waiting at Kharagpur 
with the news that his 
son was improving and 
no longer required 
oxygen. 

Crossing the 
Beng^al-Bihar border, 
the rallyists moved off 
the highway and onto . 
the dirt tracks. This was 
deep into the first sector 
of the rally. They had to 
make their way through 
jungles and canals. It 
was the roughest, most 
chassis-jarring and 
most confusing of 
routes. The navigators: 
were easily sidetracked 
because of the numerous 
tracks branching off 
from the road they had 
to follow. It was tricky 
and difficult and put to 
test the skill of the 
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navi^tors. 

ThiB was the sector all 
drivers were scared of 
because the policy for 
the tirst sector was to 
conserve the car. Keep 
the power down and lift 
the cars over the worst 
bumps suffering 
minimum damagfe. But 
it was perfect territory 
for the Gypsy, with its 
high ground clearance 
and long-travel 
suspensions. At some 
places, especially near 
the Manipur canal, the 
going was to hard and 
rocky that speeds were 
reduced to snaH's pace. 

It vms frustrating but 
anything faster would 
have shaken the cars to 
pieces. 

It was rather 
unfortunate that I had to 

West Bengal’s Transport 
Bfinister Shyamal 
Chi^Kraborty 
flaggteig*o£f the rally 
the first utne. He had to 
do it agadn for the alow 

Hoordai^shah 


It’s oheok-point time on 
the way to 
Maolul^kygunj 

travel with the 
Doordkrshan team. 
Their leader., who 


clcumed that he was an 
expert at reading the 
tulip chart got totally 
confused and took the 
wrong turn off And to 
make matters worse, we 
were lost for more than 


two hours. Obviously, 
the buck was passed 
onto the person who had 
given the directions. 

The first sector ended 
at the United Club at 
Jamshedpur. Of course. 
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we didn’t arrive till all 
the cars had checked in. 
It was amusing to see 
the Doordarshan team 
run arotmd in circles, 
trying to organise some 
dramatic entries. A few 
did oblige, after all they 
were going to appear on 
TV, and no one would 
know better. 

Adrenalin was still 
pumping and none of 
the rallsdsts felt like 
sleeping. They hung 
around reflecting on the 
day’s events and 
carrying out last minute 
repairs before the 
second sector. 
Answering my 
questions on the 
condition of their car the 
only all ladies team in 
the rally led by Miss 
Nirmala Kaur, ASP 
Jamshedpur said, they 
had two minor 
breakdowns but 
otherwise their vehicle 
was in fairly good 
condition. They were 
confident they would do 
well in the second 
sector. Who could doubt 
them? After all it was 
their area. 

But one of 

motorcyclists was of a 
different opinion. He 
said they were not fit for 
driving in a rally, it is 
okay if you are driving a 
police jeep and everyone 
moves out of the way but 
not so in a rally. It’s 
every man for himself. 

The second 
sector—from 
Jamshedpur to Ranchi 
and back—was the 
endurance section 
through ghats and river 
beds. It could be rated as 
one of the toughest 
sectors. The heavens 
had burst open and 
visibility was down, to 
ao meters. The 
organisers or as they 
came to be known ‘The 
Monsoon Men’ had to 
take a decision. They 


could either cancel the 
river crossing or keep 
their fingers crossed 
and pray that the water 
level fell to make the 
crossing possible They 
decided to wait but the 
alternate route was kept 
ready. One of the 
organisers went ahead 
to inspect the river and 
came back with bad 
news. The crossing was 
not possible The water 
level had risen by 5 feet 
and there was no chance 
of it subsiding in time 
But one fact still 
remained—this was one 
of the most scenic routes 
planned by the Monsoon 
Men. 

At Maclukskygunj, a 
village that sits 
camouflaged by trees 
bang in the middle of 
nowhere, built by the 
British, their only mode 
of transport being a bus 
service twice a day, the 
drivers were caught on 
the wrong foot. Most of 
the front runners came 
screeching round the 
bend to come face to face 
with the time control. 


This is no short-out. It is 
very much a part of the 
route specified 

Cihers were more 
cautious and crawled 
around. 

It was Eifter all the cars 
and motorcycles had left 
this time control point 
that the Doordarshan 
team arrived. They had 
missed the rallyists once 
again. In fact one of 
them mentioned that 
they had been able to 
film just thirty seconds 
of act ion that day They 
were always late. 

On the third day the 
Flag Off was delayed by 
two hours because of the 
Jamshedpur Bandh, but 
there was no 
untowardly incident. 
This was the transport 
section mainly confined 
to the highway The 
rallyists could maintain 
high speeds without 
bothering too much 
about detours on the 
way. 

'Twenty-five out of 
twenty-eight cars 
completed the rally. One 


of the few to bite the dust 
along,the way were 
Arindam Ghosh and 
Proshanto Paul in a 
Maruti. Arindam is one 
of the best drivers in 
Noiih East India, in the 
same class as Ravi 
Singhania and Noni 
Gopal Chandra, both 
ex-rallyists and the 
organisers of the rally. 
Ai^ndam and Proshanto 
were the hot favourites 
but had to drop out 
because of a cracked 
sump. When I asked him 
how he felt having to 
drop out of the rally, he 
replied, “I am 
disappointed. We could 
have carried on, but we 
decided it was better if 
we dropped .out: People 
would talk about us and 
wonder why we did it? 
Maybe it will give us 
more popularity...” Sour 
grapes? Probably! 

As per the provisional 
results Bharat Parekh, 
Kanchan Chandra Daw, 
Bharat Bhushan Arora 
and Sujit Kr. Roy in 
their Premier Padmini 
have come out on top. 
Close on their heels are 
C,K. Sitighi, Adil Daver, 
Sanjay Bose and Satish 
Footnani also in a 
Premier Padmini, with 
Vyay Goenka, Kiran 
Asif All and Rajiv 
Tibrewalla in a Maruti 
coming in third 

In the two wheelers 
category the Royal 
Enfield proved its 
superiority with its four 
stroke engine. Satya 
Sunder Dutta and Tapas 
Kr Ghosh came out on 
top for the third time in 
succession. They were 
followed by Subash Kr 
Roy and Rash Behari 
Das. And coming in 
third were Rajendra 
Dave and Pulin Mondal. 
And, quite 

astonishingly, all three 
were on Royal Enfields. 

Photographs PS Sattguola 
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ROUNDUP 


MADRAS 

And Now The Bankers 

A s the only real big’-time 
hockey competition in the 
city, the annual All-India 
tournament organised by the 
Madras Cricket Club and 
sponsored by ITC is looked 
forward to with eager anticipation 
by lovers of the game in Madras. 
The event has gained in 
importance with the passing of 
each year with the result that it 
has become the leeuiing hockey 
i competition in the south. Besides, 


southern teams like Karnataka XI 
or MEG, Bangalore or even local 
sides like Southern Railway. In 
the Seventies the list of winners 
included such giants of Indian 
hockey like Indian Airlines and 
Border Security Force, Jalandhar. 

This year however, by 
stretching their budget, the 
organisers managed to rope in a 
number of attractive teams and 
after a long time the tag “All 
India” was befitting. Among the 
20 sides that took part in the 
competition, held at the M. A. 
Chidambaram Stadium ‘B’ 
ground, there were as many as 


XI and MEG (Bangalore) 
respectively. 

The tournament, played as 
usual on a knock-out basis, was 
not without its quota of surprises 
even in the early rounds. Madras 
Port Trust, a local league side 
surprised Tatas in the first round 
and at a similar stage Central 
Excise (Madras) routed Bhopal XI 
by six goals to one. A third 
Madras side to do well was Indiai) 
Bank who shocked Air India also 
in the first round. 

The local sides however came to 
grief when faced by stronger 
opposition in the second round 


{ the MCC tournament has the twelve outstation teams. Among and only Central Excise survived 

j distinction of being, next to the them were former winners BSF to make it to the quarter final.. 

Aga Khan Cup in Bombay, and the and Indian Airlines, Beighton Cup At this stage the competition 
Beighton Cup in Calcutta, the winners Bengal Nagpur Railway really hotted up. Karnataka XI, 

oldest tournament in the country. (Calcutta), Aga Khan Winners seeded directly into the qixarter 

With such a lofty tradition to Mahindra and Mahindra final lost to All India State Bank 

live up to and with the active (Bombay), All India State Bank. 2-4 in their first fixture. MEG too 

cooperation from ITC, it has been Tata Sports Club (Bombay). met with a similar fate losing to 

a pity that, at times, the quality of Bhopal XI, Air India (Bombay). BSF 1-2 after being a goal up, 

the entries has been somewhat Neyveli Lignite Corporation and Mahindras, the third team to be 

disappointing. Southern Command. Completing seeded directly into the quarter 

Thus, in the past few years, the the line up were last year’s finals had to huff and puff their 

winners of the trophy have been winners and runners Karnataka way to victory over Central 










Excise. Two sets of tie breakers 
were needed to solve the issue 
after the match ended 1-1 and the 
Bombay side finally won on a 0-8 
verdict. Beig'hton Cup winners 
BNR had impressed against 
Indian Airlines, the fourth team to 
be given a bye to the quarter 
finals, but lost 1-4. 

The two semi finals provided 
studies in contrasts. AISB, 
improving with every match, 
routed Mahindras 4-0. But the 
other semi final between Airlines 
and BSF provided engrossing 
fare. It was easily the best match 
of the tournament, both for the 
sheer p>ace of the exchanges and 
for the skills displayed. Twice in 
arrears. Airlines bounced back to 
level each tune but when BSF 
scored a third time, Airlines had 
no answer and the Jalandhar side 
trooped out winners in this battle 
between the former champions 
3-2 

The intense struggle must have 
sapped BSF’s energy, for little 
went right for them in the final It 
was also unfortunate that they 
had to play the semi final and final 
on successive days AISB virtually 
made sure of winning the trophy 
by half time at which {xiint they 
were ahead 3-0 Ultimately, they 
went on to register a 4-1 triumph 
to take the title Though it was a 
triumph for teamwork, AISB’s 
star was undoubtedly their centre 
forward Uthiah. The Bangalore 
player got goals m every match 
including a tally of four goals in 
his team’s 7-1 victory over Madras 
Port Trust. He was deservedly 
awarded a special prize for the 
“player of the tournament" 

Though some of the teams wei-e 
without their top players, who are 
in the Patiala Camp as the Indian 
probables, there was plenty to 
cheer for the huge crowds that 
patronised the competition, 
proving that the game still has a 
following in the city. 

The one unhappy aspect of the 
12-day competition was the 
pitiable condition of the ground 
In the laast few years, the ground 
has been in very good condition 
Bute p^hsps the acute water 
scarcity in the city, has reduced 
the ground to a woeful condition 
and it speaks to the credit of some 


of the players that they were able 
to perform so well even on this 
uneven surface. 

Partab Ramchand 


I NDIAN AIRLINES annexed 
their third successive title of the 
current local cricket season when 
they recorded an easy 
seven-wicket victory over Mohan 
Meakin in the final of the 10th 
Hakim Ajmal Khan tournament at 
the Khalsa College ground. 
Winners of the Lala Raghubir 
Singh and Goswami Ganesh Dutt 
titles, the Airlines faced no 
difficulty in completing a 
hat-trick. Mohan Meakiu's total of 
147 in the 40-ovor match put no 
pressure on the Airlines, who 
emerged comfortable winners 
with 3 2 overs to spare 
Openers Kamal Talwar and 
Ranjan Shorey put on 33 in less 
than six overs, with the former 
contributing 20 of only 15 balls 
Then, Shorey and Haryana Ranji 
batsmen Amarjeet Kaypee 
ensured an easy win for the 
Airlines, adding 73 in 19 overs for 
the second wicket Shorey 
slammed a fine 44 while Kaypee 
remained unbeaten with an 
excellent 57. N P Singh hit the 
winning stroke—a four off Kamal 
Juneja. 

Put in to bat, Mohan Meakin 
were let down by their main 
batsmen. A sensational 
middle-order collapse in which 
five wickets fell for a meagre 31 
runs put paid to their hopes of 
posting a sizeable total. Opener 
Vipin Vats, was the only batsman 


Indian Alrlinea captain, M P 
Singh receiving the wlnner*a 
trophy firom Chetaa Chauhan 

to defy the Airlines attack, 
scoring 37, with Rajinder Singh, 
he added 48 for the second 
wicket—the higest of the innings. 

Left arm spinner Jai Singh 
triggered the collapse when he 
had Ajay Sharma caught by 
Kaypee in the covers, at 82. 

Thereafter, two crucial run-outs 
and tight spell by Jai reduced 
Mohan Me^in to 113 for eight in 
the 31 St over, Kaypee’s throw 
from short mid-wicket to 
wicket-keeper Abhey Sharma 
accounted for Kamal Juneja, 
while Pritam Singh failed to beat 
Abbey’s direct throw to the 
non-striking end. Jai removed 
Vijay Chopra and Anil Mathur in 
quick succession to finish with 
three for 38 Though 
wicketkeeper batsman 
Shashikeint slammed 28 off 35 
balls in the later stages, his efforts 
were not enough to put Meakin in 
a sound position. 

Young luArita 
WinsSttver 

Y UDHVIR SINGH, a judoka 
trained at the Judo Centre of 
the Nehru Stadium, won two 
medals at an International Judo 
Tournament for juniors held at ' 
Cairo earlier this month. 

Participating in the below 14 
age group, he won a silver in the 
open category and was also 
declared the best judoka of his age 
group. 

Seventeen countries including 
South Korea, Bulgaria, Spain 
participated in the tournament. 


_ DELHI __ 

Hat-Ttidi By AiiUnes 


The Ailing All 


Jones: Keeplng-up 



T he greatest 

isn’t that any lon¬ 
ger And, believe it or 
not. he says so him¬ 
self 

Muhammad All, 
arguably the best box¬ 
er of all time, un¬ 
doubtedly the most 
colourful, is now 
struggling Not to 


win, but to live 
The rapidly ageing 
All has over the yeaurs 
become a victim of the 
dreaded Parkinsons 
Disease His speech is 
slurred, his move¬ 
ments slow, his sense 
of humour non¬ 
existent Today he is 
an humble, sick man 
Speaking at a sympo¬ 
sium held in Mexico 
on safety in the nng, 
the former champion 
took the world by sur¬ 
prise with “I am not 
the greatest ” 
Whether he is or 
not one cannot help 
but feel sorry for the 
great fighter He is 
now in Mexico to be 
specially treated for 
the nervous disorder 
he suffers from In all 
probability a brain 
sergery in Humana 
Hospital by Dr Igna¬ 
cio Madrazo We’re 
quite sure the entire 
sporting world re¬ 
members him m their 
prayers We do 


Riding High 

V ASANT SHINDE is 
now an integral 
part of racing folk¬ 
lore No matter how 
capable his mount is, 
he IS always the dan¬ 
ger man Perfectly ba¬ 
lanced, he has the 
ideal temperament 
for the big race The 
Bangalore Derby was 
proof yet again 
Two weeks before 
Derby Day the veter¬ 
an jockey fell off his 
mount (Stormbird) 
and took a nasty blow 
on the head Doctors 
advised him six 
weeks rest Had 


Shinde obliged he 
would have had to 
skip the Derby and 
forced the favourite 
Divine Light to find a 
new rider 

But this man is 
made of sterner stuff 
Head injury and all 
he made it a point to 
enter the starling 
stalls astride the 
Light Riding a char¬ 
acteristically brilliant 
race, Shinde brought 
the filly home an easy 
winner ’That surely 
18 professionalism at 
its best But then, 
from Shinde it’s only 
expected 


D ean jones was 
being acclaimed as 
the great Australian 
hope The critic said 
that after Allan Bor¬ 
der there was only 
one batsman of world- 
class Jones, after a 
splendid Ashes 
series, was well on his 
way to stardom 
Suddenly, quite 
cruelly there was a 
possibility that the 
young Queenslander 
would never play 
again He collided 
with the big Merv 
Hughes during a 
practice session and 
injured his knee The 
doctors were sceptic¬ 


al But Jones was de¬ 
termined 

Rest, treatment and 
well-planned work¬ 
outs have ensured 
that Jones is not only 
back on his feet but 
raring to go He will 
travel to England 
next month to play 
for the Rest of the 
World team Not m 
the Test match, but 
definitely in the 
warm up games 
Come October and 
Jones should be in 
good nick to shoulder 
the responsibility of 
the Austtdlian mid¬ 
dle-order in the Re¬ 
liance Cup 















Mac’s Back 

W EST GERMANY 
play the USA this 
week and the loser 
will be out of the 
Oavis Cup World 
Gioup next season 
Unbelievable but 
truf And this miffht 
just mean that Boris 
Beckei and John 
McEnroe two of the 
g’ame s g'icatest 
telents (Now ^uing 
through a. bad patch) 
ma> be seen on the 


The Don Will 
Speak 

T he Don rit vei 
talks Whrthei you 
weie a journalist or 
just a casual ciicket 
enthusiast no mat 
ter Su Donald Brad 
man refused to talk at 
lenf^th about his 
cricket his life his 
achievements to any 
body He had his 
reasons 

But a realisation 
had dawned Brad 
man—The Don De 
dares is a series of 
radio interviews de¬ 
scriptions and cxim 
ments to be broadcast 
by the Australian 
Broadcastiner Cor 
poration The games 
historians wait pa¬ 
tiently for they be 


same court after a 
long lay-off 
McEnroe, though 
not at his peak—phy¬ 
sically or otherwise— 
is back in the Amer 
lean Davis Cup side 
The last time he play 
ed in the Cup was 
back in 1985 But 
with this match of vit 
al importance and the 
fact that McEnroe has 
the admirable Davis 
Cup record of having 
won 36 of the 41 sing¬ 
les matches that he 
has played captain 
Tom Gorman had no 
option but to ini lude 
the foimei woild 
numbei one in the 
team With Tim 
Mayotte* playing the 
other singles and 
Flach aiicl Reguso 
(Tlie Wimbledon 
chmpions) forming 
the doubles combina 
tion the West Ger 
mans have a tough 
wexjk ahead of them 


lieve that the gieat 
batsman has maey an 
interesting stoiy to 
tell The I3on himself 
admits ‘hat he will 
np**n up In Ins own 
words I said to my 
self Boy you better 
get ci acking oi you 11 
be too late 


Gatting: Agpain 



C ritics are of the 

opinion that cap 
taming the England 
oncket team is one of 
most difficult jobs m 
contemporary sport 
Though there must be 
some truth in it with 
Mike Gattiug in 
charge it dex^s sound 
a trifle untiue 
An excellent Ashes 
sei les was followed by 
an even moie inspir 
mg one day spree 
Gattmft gives respect 
And gets it too As 
tilings stand now 
there is pnly one 


candidate for the 
post Gatting 
Peter May and his 
colleagues ou the 
selection c ommittee 
feel the same way 
They were unani 
nious in their choice 
Gattmg will lead Fng 
land in the Reliance 
Cup and the Pakistan 
and New Zealand 
toui s tha‘ will follow 
And who knows 
with a little luc k Gat 
ting could be one of 
the most successful 
k nglish captains of 
all time 



New Kid 
In Town 

ALh NT ‘h( le IS a 
plinty A will 
iiing tcmpeiamcnt is 
what Indiin sports 
nen lack Which is 
why VC hen someone 
like Aiup Basak com 
es along spoits au 
thoiitifcb bleat he a 
sigh of relief The 
g( iieral mood is one 
of elation 

In the fifth game of 
the Junior Boy s table 
tennis final loi the 
INTAB cup Basak 
was down 16 19 The 
second seed and 
favourite Nupur Sau 
tra had the match 


w I appf d up But 
Basak hud othei 
ideas Bubbling with 
energy the slightR 
built young playri 
tiorn Bengal kept his 
cool and lought his 
way back into the 
mate h The foui th 
seed finally won the 
houi long maiathon 
final the last game 
score leading -38 ,36 
Santi a probably 
still the best )unior in 
the ciuntiy must be 
more th in a ti iflt dis 
appointed But he 
must aci ept the f ict 
that Basak has the 
tempeiament ol .i 
(hampion And that s 
what counts 


51 
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lia moments after victory are 
the ones remembered the 
loosest Wimbledon has had 
)org on his knees looking np 
to heaSen and Becker 
, liinmliig his hands up» fists 
<lsnohed. This year there was 
adidisrenoe. While Martina 
(avratOova went down on her 
knees after beating Steffi 
Iraif, Bat Cash did an unusual 
hut spontaneous thing. He 
ran anross the court into the 
stands to greet the people he 
e i^iae to. His parents, coach 
(bottom) and his girlfriend, 
his reaction of Ci^ might be 
the beginning of a new 
traditimi 












‘I’l ■ ' 


*Ww. 








m 


mm 


'M 

'-■I*.* 






"•tt* 

•tg% 


:* lifmww 






Wi 




'- 0 *e‘ 


m 










V. 



























DIARY 


STOP 

SCRATCHING! 

Treat embarrassing skin infections* 
with Pragmatar, the trusted anti*fungal 
ointment. 



* Dhobi’s Itch. 

Mosllv III ijruin drea 
Indirdtiims Itrtiin^ 
and n^ddened skin 


* Athlete’s Foot 

(X furs on lepi 
Ijelvw-en tors 
Indiralioiis .Sorpiipss. 
(rdikint; diid prelinij 
skin 


* Ringwonn 

CXiurs dll over hod) 
Indie rflions Kciund 
SI dl\ rinijs Red and 
iltliv 


P leasantly perlumed, non staining 
Pragmatar works in 4 vital ways against 
all these skin infections. Firstly, it penetrates 
to every part of the affected area due to its 
oil-in-water emulsion base. Secondly, the 
cetyl alcohol coal tar distillate in Pragmatar 
stops the urge to scratch, giving welcome 
relief and confining the infection. Thirdly, it 
fights the infection thoroughly since it 
contains sulphur, an effective anti fungal 
agent. Fourthjy, the salicylic acid helps 
infected skin to fall away and new skin to 
grow, thus treating the infection completely 
No wonder even doctors 
recommend it. Keep 


Pragmatar handy 
always. Because skin 
infection can strike 
anytime. 



From Eskayef, maker* of loi 



PRAGMATAR’ 

OtMlIWiH C«t|p AImM. 

C«t«l Tar OMNal*. 


For quick relief from fungai infection 


8 July Ramesh 

Krishnan still cannot 
find his touch as he goes 
down in straight sets to 
Ronald Agenor of Haiti 
in the first round of the 
$231,000 Swiss Open 
tennis tournament at 
Gstaad Yet another 
casualty is top seed 
Henri Leconte who loses 
a thriller to Henrik 
Sundstrom 


Mike Tyson, the 
heavyweight boxing 
champion, is hauled up 
by the Los Angeles 
police after a lady 
parking attendant. 
Tabita Gonzalez, accuses 
him of kissing her and 
assualtmg her 
supervisor when he 
tried to intervene 

9 July Greg Louganis of 
USA maintains his 
stranglehold on men's 
diving as he wins both 
the springboard and 
platform events at the 
Bolazno international 
meet Rounding off the 
total US domination is 
Michelle Mitchel as she 
wins the ladies events. 


IA July World 
JLUchampions 
Argentina are shocked 
1 -0 by Uruguay in the 
South American Cup 
semifinal at Beunos 
Aires In their first win 
over Angentina since 
1937, Uruguay’s 
Antonio Alzamendi is 
the goalscorer to set up a 
final against Chile 


Arup Basak wins a cliff 
hanger 18-21, 21-13, 
21-17, 16-21,28-26 
against Nupur Santra to 
win the junior boy’s 
singles title at the ju nior 
national table tennis 
championships at New 
Delhi The junior girl’s 
title is won by Rinku 
Gupta who beats 
Kanchan Dhawan 


U Juiy A Tamil Nadu 
policeman, R. 
Shanmugham, gets his 
name into the Guineas 
Book of World Records 
as he floats on water for 
a duration of 51 hours 
and 10 minutes. 


^ A July Argentine 
1 m soccer takes another 
beating when their 
national team loses by 
the odd goal in three to 
Colombia and has to be 
content with fourth 
place in the South 
American Cup. 


Emilio Sanchez of Spain 
fightts off a late effort by 
Ronald Agenor of Haiti 
to win the $231.000 
Gstaad Grand Prix 
tenms tournament 


4 Q July Uruguay and 
lOchile play scrappy 
soccer in the final of the 
South American Cup 
competition at Beunos 
Aires to force the referee 
to throw out two players 
from each side. Uruguay 
are the eventual winners 
with a Pablo Bengoechea 
goal 


Mats Wilander wears 
our his fellow-Swede 
Kent Carlsson 7-6,6-1 in 
the final of the US Pro 
tennis championship at 
Boston 


Lupe Aquino of Mexico 
outpoints defending 
champion Duane 
Thomas of America in 
the World Boxing 
Council super 
welterweight title bout 
at Bordeaux. 


I^JUlyThe 

JlflGovernment of 
India turns down the 
Indian Olympic 
Association’s proposal to 
hold the second Asian 
Winter Games in India 
in 1900. 


CtEtkayef Limttad 


ucensed user o( Regd Trade Maik' 







aiFITNESSg) 

Don't let the 
scales fool you 


T o pidk up from 
where we left off 
last week, we had 
gottotheetage 
where we had worked 
out how to look at losing 
vreight m calonc 
figures If your intake 
exceeds your 
expenditure, then you're 
obviously going to put 
on weight But if you 
burn off more than you 
take in, then you’re on 
your way to a slim body 
The basic idea is to get 
the body using the 
reserves of energy that 
are stored in the form of 
fat The fat cells in the 
body are the storage 
bins of excess food 
intake Whenevei you 
eat more than 
necessary, your body 
breaks the excess down 
into iat and stores it 
away foi times when the 
body requires food This 
sort of thing is good 
only when you’re not too 
sure of your next meal 
But m the advanced 
world of today where 
meals are eaten at 
regular intervals the 
excess which keeps 
getting collected is not 
given a chance to burn 
oil and obesity sets in 

The bad thmg about 
iat apai t fi om its ability 
to make you look 
overweight and 
unattrac tive is that it is 
very rich in blood 
vessels Every extra 
pound oi fat means 
miles of new blood 
vessels And this in 
turn, places an extra 
strain on the heart since 
the heart has to pump all 
that harder to supply 
blood to the new blood 
vessels This, simply is 
the reason why the 
overweight person 
doesn’t have the same 
Ufb expectancy as the 
lean person 
Then why do we keep 
allowmg ourselves to 


get f at*^ Knowing that it 
even shortens life, we 
still refuse to control 
ourselves whenever we 
see delicious food 
Somehow, a newborn 
baby has all the right 
reflexes The baby will 
cry when hungry and 
when fed. will turn away 
when it has had its fill 
No amount of coaxing 
will make the baby have 
more Feeding over, it’s 
time for a good nap But 
a fully grown human 
cannot control himself 
like that With food 
placed in front of him, 
he just cannot make 
himself get up and leave 
when he has had 
enough He lingers, 
picking at this and that 
The net effect being 
overeating Which 
eventually leads to 
problems of obesity 
Yet anothei problem 
that adds to the obesity 
syndrome is the failure 
of the scales to tell you 
how fat you air All youi 
bathroom scales tell you 
IS how heavy you aie 


Not how fat you'are 

Those of you who’ve 
been feelmg good 
because the needle 
steadied a few notches 
below ypilr normal 
readmg will be 
disappointed to read 
that you can actually 
lose weight and gain fkt 
It’s quite simple If you 
weigh a certain weight 
and stop domg any form 
of exercise while still 
eating like before, then 
your muscles shrink 
and you lose weight But 
what also happens is 
that fat deposits 
accumulate in the place 
of muscles And before 
you know it, you’re 
fattier than belore 

This often happens to 
athletes at the end of a 
hectic season Stopping 
all then strenuous 
training, they keep 
eating the same amount 
Then mustles, not 
getting their regulai 
sha re of exercise, 
giactually shrink and 
the extl'a food adds on 


t£iia fist.'To fn«dfie things 
woros. muscle wmghs 
isora than jDat. so the 
toss erf muaoijilsf mass 
offsets thrf addition of fat 
and Inak^ the scales 
show you a lUsser 
weight ovm'all 

The scales also don’t 
tiealise when you’ve 
gone sad pigged out one 
particular evening 
Stemdmgotithe 
bathroom scales the 
morning after, you 
nught get shocked to see 
that you added on a 
couple of pounds 
overnight But, in 
reahty, thosaextra 
pounds will be excreted 
from your body with a 
couple of days If you 
keep eatmg your other 
meals normally, that is 
Basically if you've 
overdone it one evening, 
there’s no need for 
panic The net effect of 
that splurge might be an 
extra pound All you've 
got to do 18 maks sure 
that it doesn’t happen 
too often. or you’ll 
realise that many 
pounds do make a vital 
difference 

Then again, soales 
don’t adjust for changes 
in weight due to the 
climate A really humid 
day can have you 
weighing almost two 
pounds more as the body 
absorbs moisture from 
the atmosphere On the 
other hand, a round of 
golf in desert aar can 
have you weighing three 
to five pounds lighter 
However neither the 
weight loss or the 
weight gam is 
permanent But it can 
make the difference for 
you on that particular 
day 

Next week well keep 
on the topic of how youi 
lYiendly bathroom scale 
can keep making you 
feel fine when actually 
things are going awry 


The bad thing about fat is that it 
is very rich in blood vessels. 
Every extra pound of fat means 
miles of new blood vessels. And 
this in turn places an extra strain 
on the heart since the heart has 
to pump all that harder to supply 
Mood to the new Mood ves^s 




SPOKnNQUFE 


Pooling His Resources 

Jjm Kwan (28) of Hongkong, a potato chips shop 
owner, knows how to make his money grow the 
easy way He staked 60 rounds on a seven stage 
fuxumulator bet. the winnings from his first 

K ing on to his second and so on Bookmakers, 
dbrooke s said that Kwan successfully predicted 
the results of a horse race in Ireland a snooker 
pool tournament in England The American 
Superbowl football championship a horse race in 
England the English and Scottish soccer 
championships and the Biitish general election 
all of which won him a grand total of 20 ooo 
pounds' 



"It's far better to give than receive. 



'Get with the wave Fred, or I'm goin' back 
to mother." 




'Lots of luck; this guy throws nothing "His wife said he was fine till NBC replaced 
but strikes.'' the overtime with 'Funky Brewster.' " 











CROSSWOfiD/QUIZ 


Crossword 373 



ACROSS 

1. Unknown Australian who caused 
the biggest upset at this year's 
Wimbledon (1,6) 

4. Swedish tennis player ends in a 
Hindu incantation (7) 

0. This Singh played for India in 
England in 1932 (4) 

9. This’ wall game is traced to an 
educational institution in England 
(4) 

10. Half-time or ‘this' time (5) 

11. Japanese form of wrestling (4) 

12. Probably the best close-in fielder 
produced by India, as known to 
his friends (4) 

13. This' wicket is a fairly unusual 
sight in India, especially if we are 
playing the West Indies (1,6) 

15. Everest climber in a confused 
state (7) 

DOWN 

1. Name for golfing equipment on 
which the ball is placed (3) 

2. Carrom pieces ascend (3) 

3. French tennis player, much rated 
a few years ago, starts with a 
Trade Unioii (7) 

5. Author of thti cricket work 'Lambs 
to the Slaughter' comprises right 
angles (6,1) 

6. This is common to Sudhir Naik, 
Ramnath Parkar, Arun Lai and 
Anshuman Gaekwad (7) 

7. Basketball term comprises a 
'relative' (7) 

13. Form of wrestling (3) 

14. Batsman with the successive 
Test ducks to his (dis)credit 
climbs (3) 

.Excellent: 17>15, Good; 14*13, 

Fair: 12*11. 


QUESTIONS 

1. Who was the first Australian 
to win the Wimbledon tennis 
championship? 

2. Why is the Federation Cup 
(women's international team 
championship in tennis) so 
named? 

3. What is the greatest number 
of runners in any race ? 

4. In which game is 
MacRobertson International 
Shield tournament held ? 

5. Australia won the Davis Cup 
in 1953 when Lew Hoad and 
Ken Rosewall were 19. The 
U.S.A. was the opponent 
country Who represented the 
U.S.A. that time‘s 

6 What is ‘triple set point’ in 
tennis ? 

7. Wliat is the PZLA ? 

8. An Olympic 10,000m 
champion was killed in World 
War II and an annual meeting 
is held in his honour. Who 
was he? 

9. Which great woman athlete 
was born in the USSR but 
later settled in Poland 

lO. Who is the first woman to win 
an athletics gold medal ? 

ANSWERS 

1 Norman E Brookes (later Sir 
Norman Brookes) who got a 
walk-over in the men’s 
singles final in 1907. 
However, in 1914 he defeated 
A.F. Wilding of New Zealand 
in the final. 

2. It was inaugurated (in 1963) 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the International Tennis 
Federation. 



3. About 80,000 in the 10.5 km 
'Round the Boys’ race in 
Auckland, New Zealand on 
March 28, 1962. 

4. Association Croquet. 

5. trie Seixaui and Tony Trabert. 

6. A player is at triple set point 
if he or she is leading five 
games to four and is serving 
at 40-0, because any of the 
next three points will win the 
set. 

7. It is the Polish athletics 
federation: Polski Zwiazek 
Lekkiej Atletyki. 

8. Janusz Kusocinski, the 1932 
Olympic lO.OOOm champion. 

9. Irena Szewinska who was 
born in Leningrad as Irena 
Kirszenstein. 

10. Halina Konopacka who won 
the discus in Amsterdam on 
31.7.1928 with a world 
record. 

QUESTIONS 

1 The late K.S. Dulecpsinhji 
was famous for a particular 
stroke. What is it ? 

2. Who is known as the ‘Father 
of Ceylon cricket’? 

3. When was Sri Lanka’s first 
cricket club formed ? 

4. When was the Ceylon Cricket 
Association formed ? 

5. Who was the first president of 
Ceylon Cricket Association ? 

6. When did the Ceylon cricket 
team make their first official 
overseas tour ? 

7. Who is Ceylon's youngest 
cricket captain ? 

8. Who was the first Ceylonese 
to become a university blue ? 

9. Where is Marshall Chess Club 

Why is it so named ? 

ANSWERS 

1. Late cut. 

2. Ashley Walker. 

3. 1832. 

4 1922. 

5. Dr. John Rockwood. 

6. 1932-33. 

7. Michael Tissera. 

8. F.C. DeSaram. 

9. In the U.SwA. It is named after 
Frank Marshall who held the 
American championship for 
26 years. 

Ranfit Chose 
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Mum') would consider a 

trip to the inscrutable against Pakistan after at the St Lawrence 
Orient in the rainy sea- his spectacular run Of ground for 12 people is 
son to be an experience ducks, but I also had no complicated enough 
ranking second in idea how the Benson & when it is done f)x>m a 
thrills only to the sight Hedges matches were home base From 6857 
of C J Tavare hitting a going ‘Aha!’ 1 im- miles away (via Moscow, 
boundary, for me the mediately hear the mas- according to that Wie- 
wholc trip was one of sed larynxes of WCM’3 den of the airways, the 
frustration and dis devoted readership cry British Caledonian in- 
appointment Let me ex- ‘Why is this fellow wor- flight magazine) it is en- 

plam ried about the one-day tirely impossible, a fact 

When I left England, game when he-has fre- that I have now proved 
Yorkshire were winiung quently stated in firint conclusively by tnal and 
every game they plaved, that the three-and five- a great deal of error The 
a fact which astonishes day matches are all that phone bill from my hotel 
all those of us who posi- I'cally count*^’ A good in Tokyo, asking people 

lively knew that York point that deserves an in Kent whether they 

shire without Boycott answer, and which will wanted the chicken or 

could not prosper, and get one whether you the beef, would have 

much to cvei-ybody’s de- want to hear it or not been terrifying enough 

light (except 1 suppose One of the perks of my even if 1 hadn’t grot my 

the New Road season- dull, grey life is that of clock the wrong way 
ticketholders) Somerset u'legular access to a box round and phoned up at 
wore doing rather better iii the Leslie Ames Stand 1 am London time rather 
than Worcestershire at Canterbury The I^s- than the 5 pm 1 had 
Mrs Thatcher had also lie Ames Stand is the one intended 
just called an ele?ction opposite the pavilion Surprisingly, people 
However, as those of and the Frank Woolley awakened m the middle 
you who have travelled Stand, and which for of the night by a distant 
to Japan will know, the some reason was built voice recommending the 
interests of the great scvim years befoi'e Mr shrimp cocktail do not 
Japanese public do not Ames was born This seem to have at their 
always coincide with shows remarkable pre- fingertips all the facts 
those of the average En- science on the part of the about the latest placings 
glish cricket fanatic Kent committee at the in the B&H zonal 

The Aealii Evcniiif^ turn of the century groups, so 1 was never 

News of May 21, for ex- Days when 1 have the able to learn whether 
ample, told me far more opportunity to play host Kent were likely to be 
than I needed to know ni the Ames Stand box drawn at home All in 
about the 22-stage Gii-o are comparatively few all, when 1 think about 
d’llalia Cycling Classic. and far between, and one it, my potential guests 
while also giving me a oi them came due on were less tlian civil to 
detailed blow-by-blow May 27, just a couple of their would-be host 
account of the lace for days after my return when I telephoned 
the Emperor's Cup in the fi-om my Oriental travels ‘Do you mean to tell 
Summer Grand Sumo on a jumbo me you have rung me 

Tournament However, the wliole from 10.000 miles 

Tills lack of news from day depended on away.’ said one person 
the cricket fields of Eng- whether Kent were whom 1 used to call a 
land was frustrating di'awn at home in the friend, showing moroov- 
Not only did I not know quarter-finals of the er a statistically signifi- 
whetlior Graham Gooch B&H. to bo played on cant geographical in- 
was included in the Eng- that day If not, then no accuracy that I felt It 

land squad for the one- cricket for this wg^br better not to draw atten- 

day internationals Orgajjigffgs^IJilBy opt tion to.‘in the middle of 




the night to ask me 
Mlhether I want chk^l^>! 
or ham . . T ' * i 

'Chicken or beef.’ 

Chicken oi*haih or ' 
beef or fried armadillo^ i 
at a game of cricket 12 . 
days from now—no, I ' 
am sorry, iii/fe days 
from now—which might 
not even take place?' 

'Yes, that’s rig^t,* I 
said cheerfully, for 'it 
was nine in the morning . 
in Tokyo, 'What’S the 
weather hke with you?’ 

'Dai’k,’ came the voice 
from the other and, and 
then we were cut off, so I 
telexed my secretary to 
put him down as a prob¬ 
able chicken TTie nSxt 
day a telex came back 
saying ’BEEF 8 CHICK¬ 
EN 4’, which I at first 
thought was a football 
score. 

At the end of the week, 
as 1 was pi-eparing to 
board the flight back to 
England, I managed to 
lay my hands on a fairly 
recent copy of an En¬ 
glish newspaper which 
gave me the Bad News 
and the Good Nows 

The Bad News was. of 
course, that Kent came 
second m their group 
and were thus drawn 
away from home m the 
quartei-finals All those 
preparations, all those 
telephone bills and all 
those broken 

friendships were In 
vain The Good News 
was that Surrey won the 
group, so by the time 
you read this I will have 
spent May 27 at fhe 
Oval, cheering them on 
into the semi-final. We 
will also know who won 
the General Blqotiant the 
22 -8tage Giro d’l^lia 
Cycling Classic, and^the 
Summer Qraiidj Sumo 
Tournament ' My 
money’s on Mrs Thatch¬ 
er for all three. 

JoMthm Rice i 

WIsden CncksI Moniniy 











Opening our innings on a high note... 

UnitTnisyt 
announces me 

highestdMdend 
, tJKr ever. 




This year's divideiu] will really bowl you over. At 16%, it's 
ttw highest Unit TTust dividend ever! 

Quickl now's the Uom for your best catehi 

Yes, in July, the price of Units is the lowest for the year. 

It's Just Rs. 13 pertinit. Till July 31, 1987. 

'Thm's BO »tcb for Units 

Ho other Investment can offer you what Units can. 

Take dividends. Tor the last 8 consecutive years, Unit Trust 
dlvkicnds have been going up — from 9% to 16%. During the 
same period, there’s been capital appreciation too. 

Take liquidity. You can encash Units any time. 

At the prevailing rate 

So, go ahead. Get everything you want in a Unit. 

DMdends on other schemes hsvc scored well too 


Schemes 

UUP 
CRTS‘81 
Capital Gains 
Unit Scheme ’83 
Children's Qlfl 
Growth Fund 
Nastershare 


Dividends 

13.25% 

14.50% 

9.50% 


8% (pro rata) 


Sale price 

Per U nll_ 

Rs 11.70 
Rs. 107.00 
Rs. 10.50 

Rs. 10.00 


For free literature on Units, contact any 
Unit Trust office or Chief Representative or Agent or 
selected Hindustan Petroleum petrol pumps. 

Or irall this coupon to any of the Unit Trust 
offices given below 

I-1 

Please send me free literature on Units. 


Address— 


Bombay, Post Bag 11410. Tel 256887 
Calcutta, Post Bag 60. Tel 209.591 
Madras, POs» Bag 5063, Tel- 27433/20938 
flew Ijclhl. Post Bag 5. Tel; 33IB636. 





UNIT TRUST 
OF INDIA 

(A Public Sector Plnanclal institution) 
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To simply put that is 
what Shiba 511 DIx is all 
about. Ever since it burst 
on the scene pf colour 
entertainment a new 
standard of excellence 
has been unleashed. 
And over the years its 
perfection In 
performance has 
been a word-of-mouth 
among the people who 
always settle with the 
best of everything. 



Shiba 511 DIx 
20" Colour 




[he fastest growing T\.' Company 
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MAILBAG 

Encourage Don’t 
Curse 


1 WAS shocked at your vicious 
attempt to crush P T Usha 
{Sportffwot Id 24-30 June) 
through youi magazine by 
publishing the malicious opinion 
of the so called sports pundits 
With the Seoul Olympics barely 
a year away these so called sports 
pundits should be encouraging 
and not cursing her 
I am sure P T Usha will win a 
medal - please noU* it, though 
faint amidst the heavy curses 
showered on hex 
BIHAJ MOHAN HOY 
Assam 

Wanted, Amamath And Sii» 

OVER the last tew years we have 
seen the selectors making baffling 
changes India has had to suffer 
for then inefficiency, now on the 
eve ol the Reliance Cup it is time to 
pause and pundei 
It IS really bewildering to see 
Amai nath. the seasoned 
campmgnei being dropped from 
the One Day squad On the other 
hand they are obsessed with 
Raman Lamba in spite of his 
repc*ated failures They also have 
lingering faith in an allrounder 
named B Arun who is neithei a 
bowlei nor a batsman 
The .selectors axed Kirmani 
without any hc'sitatioii, but aftei' 
two years they still haven't been 
able to decide who is to replace 
him Injustice has also tx^eii dune 
to ‘Siva’ True he is not at his best 
right now hut it is this young man 
who has the potiuitial to win 
mate lies And whocan forgcM 
"Sivas electiifyiiig feilding'^ 

Willi the Woild Cup m the 
offing Amarnath and Siva must 
be recalled foi better results 
FRITH UL HANJAN DASH. 
24-Parg'anas 

Botham. A Man Of All Seasons 

THANK you foi an extremely 
absorbing cover-story, “Some 
Guy' (Sportsworld H 14 July’87) 
What an absoibing cricketer, 
Botham is' A laie talent has made 
till' allrounder, a kind of enigma 



One cannot forget the 
Incha-Kngland Golden Jubilee 
Test, where Botham outplayed 
India, single-handedly 
While, the article on the 
all-rounder was very interesting 1 
was surprised by your 
correspondent Mr Pradeep 
Paul s raising eyebrows on the 
‘curiosity that Ian Botham is 
generating, even oil the li«*ld A 
public personality s private hie 
ought to generate public interest 
and Ian Bothan. is no exception 
Do our journalis's spare our own 
legend. Sunny Gavaskai, loi his 
ofl-the-field activitu’s'^ Do we not 
make Gavaskai answerable fbi 
all hib actions, which have 
nothing to do with ci icket ^ 

But wtiat IS remarkable about 
Ian Botham, is his ability to 
survive the onslaught and emei gc 
unhurt against all the cxlds Hats 
off to Ian Botham' 

The statistics accompanying the 



AvaOable By Post 
(INUUMB) 


Rs. 180 for a year ('12 issues), Rs 
150 for 2 years 
(104 issues) 

An annual saving of Rs 28 on the 
newsstand price 
Postage free 
Address your order to 

Circulation Manager 
Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd 
6, Prafulla Sarkar Street 
Calcutta 700001 

Please draw your demand 
draft/cheque in favour of 
Ananda Ba/ar Patrika Ltd, Calcutta 
Rs 3 extra for outstation cheques 


articles on the legendary 
allr ounder do reveal that Hadlee 
has overshadowed all the others 
But only the circumstances, 
under which Botham has played, 
justify his ranking 
B GANESH, 

Jamshedpur 

Maradona, WUl He Serve Hie 
Purpose? 

IT would be a di earn come true 
when we finally see Maradona 
play in Calcutta He has become a 
household name in all scx’cer 
loving c*ountrie8 after Argentina 
won the World Cup But one 
wonders whether the purpose of 
iiivit ing him will be fruitful It 
will be a sheer waste ol money and 
effort if the fcxit bailers of our 
count 1 v do not make an effort to 
learn the finer points and improve 
then staiidaid 

Our footballers, in the past have 
had ample opporl unity tc see gcxid 
football during the Nehru Cup 
and olhci tournaments and yet 
there ha.s been no <‘hange m the 
pcxiT standard 

SVnniR FADNIS 
Bomhny 

After Imraii, Who.... 

FROM the repxu’ts which liave 
appeared in the newspapeis it is 
cfjntirmed that the Pakistan s 
Skipper Imi an hasdcHiidedto 
retiie fiom mternutional cricket 
aftPT the Rehaiu e Cup Although 
Miaiidad, is trying to convince his 
captain to jxist pone his 
letirenient, his eftorts seem to be 
in vain 

But tlicn one has to see it from 
Imran’s jioint of view He had 
vowed to defeat India on Indian 
soil and has done that with ease 
and so is the case with England 
lie might not be very 
happy with the outcome of the 
Texaco Trophy but then maybe he 
was wishing tor the moon His 
ambition has been fulfilled, only 
the Reliance Cup remains And 
maybe he feels it’s about time he 
handed ovei the reins to Miaiidad 

Wc will have to wait and see 
S HUSSAIN A HUSSAIN and S 
MAZUMDAR 
Dibrugarh 





SILLYPOIMT 


By Trishanku 


T he editor of the 
leading' women’s 
magazine looked at 
me with obvious 
scepticism. “I appreciate 
your eagerness to write 
for us,” she said, “but I 
really do not know if you 
are the right type of 
person for this kind of 
writing.” 

“You can’t have 
anyone bettor,” I replied 
“Look, you want a piece 
on ‘Life After Imran 
Khan'. I take it, the piece 
should be about the state 
of Pakistan cricket after 
Imran’s retirement I 
know a lot about the 
game, I will interview 
present and past Pak 
cricketers and produce a 
first class piece on the 
subject ” 

The editor looked at 
me coldly “We are not 
interested in that kind of 
piece,” she said frostily. 

“We want to write about 
the world minus, Imran 
the SEX SYMBOL What 
happens once Imran 
retires and is no more 
the world’s number one 
sex symbol in the field of 
sports?” 

This was something I had not bargained for. But 1 
was not prepared to give up the assignment “I will 
have a go from the sex angle,” 1 said. “Perhaps 1 
should talk to our local Masters & Johnson Dr 
Kothari, and of course. Vasant Satho, who has been 
talking more of sex than of steel, mines or energy ” 
“What will they know of Imran Khan, the sex 
symbol?” snapped the editor “I.,ook, I don’t want to 
waste my time. You just can’t write on this subject. ” 
“If you could only give me some guidelines ” I 
said. 

The editor sighed, “Okay,” she said. “1 suggest 
you attend a ,'K>uple of cricket matches where Imran 
is playing. That will do for a start " 

“Oh, that will be just great,” I said. “I hope to be on 
the scene when he catpures his 350th Te-st wicket ” 
"Forget all that.” the editor said sternly. “You 
need not watch the match at all,” she said. “Get 
yourself a seat where there are plenty of girls 
around. Keep your tape recorder ready ar d fill in 
details of what they say and discuss when the Khan 
is on the field. The more intimate the details, the 
better for the article.” 

"I feel like working for ‘Stardust’” I said rather 
sheepishly. 


“Don’t be a 

smart-aleck .’’saidthe 
editor. “Once this is 
over, you can post 
yourself outside Imran’s 
hotel room. Quite a 
number of girls will try 
to barge into the room, 
trying to get autographs 
so on. Listen carefully to 
what they are sajnng 
and try to interview a 
couple of them on their 
feelings for the Khan.” 

“This is more difficult 
than covering a tied Test 
match,” I said. 

“I told you so from the 
beginning.” replied the 
editor “Now, there is a 
lot of research to be 
done. Go through the 
files on Imran Khan. 

Read every single 
magazine article which 
says something on his 
sex appeal, attitude to 
women, love marriage 
vs arranged marriage, 
and so on. We ourselves 
have carried 38 articles 
on the subject including 
two public opinion polls 1 
whether Imran Khan j 
should have an i 

arranged marriage or a | 
love match.” | 

“I will do that," I said. 

“Next, interview two or three well known 
astrologers on the love life of Imran Khan and his 
future as a sex symbol,” said the editor. “This will 
provide some good meat for your story. Ask the 
astrologers for juicy details. The more you pay them 
the better the results will be. You can put this on 
your expense account. ” 

“Thank you,” I said. 

“After this, interview Zeehat Aman, ShobaOe, 
Yamini Krishnamurthy, Shabana Azmi, Sheetal, 

Farah on how they would view the world after the 
Imran retirement.” the editor suggested. “You could 
also meet some of the cricketers, particularly 
Azharuddin, Chandrakant Pandit, Yadav who are 
totally without any sex appeal and ask their views 
on the future of the game minus its greatest sex 
symbol. I think, once you have these details with 
you, the article will work itself out.” 

“You have been a great help.” I said. 

“Concentrate on the job,” advised the editor. “It’s 
quite easy, once you learn to think in terms of ‘SBC’ 
rather than‘LBW’.” 

“What is SBC?” I asked. 

“Sex Before Cricket,” she replied. 


Ufe After 
Imran Khan 




DAVIS CUP 


Sport Under Ihe 
Cynical Shadow 
OfPoimcs 

The sound of swatted balls 
has given way to the 
crackel of walkie talkies 
and the ping of metal 
detectors, as the tension 
mounts when India take on 
Israel in the Capital. 
Photographs by 
Nikhil Bhattacharya 





Facing page left: Vijay 
and Mansdorf have a 
chat. The Indian skipper 
beat the Israeli no. 1 in 
straight sets 

Top and Right: 
Security received 
primary importance. 
The visiting team was 
accompanied by armed 
security men and 
sxiifflng dogs were a 
common sig^t at the 
DLTA lawns 














T he Delhi Lawn 
Tennis 
Association, 
flaunted as a 
sporting arena of 
considerable class, was 
now strangely akin to a 
highly sensitive border 
post. 

The flower decked 
exterior, contrasting 
sharply with the dull 
glaze of the road and 
rugged landscape was 
gone, so were the 
welcome sound of 
swatted balls skidding 
on grass, the plethora of 
kids who watched 
awestruck as Vijay and 

Right: The Israel squad 
seems quite happy 
during the draw. They 
could not have been the 
same after day one 

Bottom: Both teams had 
long hours of practice at 
the courts getting used 
to the grass and the heat 


, / k 
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Ramesh practiced the 
hastily built rickety 
stajids to accomdate the 
enthusiatic and the 
hustle of mediamen 
strolling around with 
easy authoiity 

Now everything is 
ten ifyingly sombre The 
only sound is the crackle 
of walkie talkies the 
slipped bolt of a sten 
gun, the ping from the 
metal delator as it hnds 
the change in my 
pocket 

The flowers are 
hidden by awkward 
pieces of hastily nailed 
together tin a fortress 


Bottom It IS perhaps the 
Indian team that looks 
the best dressed Blazer, 
tie et al Vijay, Rameidi. 
Anand and Vasudevan 
listen attentively to the 
draw 





















Facing’ Page: A tin 'wall’ ' 
was built around the ! 
court I 


over which only the 
armed guard from his 
check post can see 

The impromptu 
stands have been 
demolished or should I 
say not constructed. The 
less people to worry 
about, perhaps. The 
children are sparse, 
outnumbered by the 
patrolmen with a glint 
of steely purpose in their 
eyes. There are no 
questions asked, none 
answered. 

Each Isreali player 
and official has been 
disignated two machine 
gun toting gentlemen. 
This is not such an 
unnatural phenomenon 
for them. It is tragic that 



Top; Everywhere the i 

Israeli’s went there were , 
gunmen. Surprising | 
there were none jogging | 
around with them 


even m sport they are | 
not at peace. \ 

1 

It is creditable that the | 
tieison. MaybolMhi j 
was the mistake The j 
nerve and political | 

center with the i 

continued dread of i 

terrorists makes it j 

suceptible to | 

concentrated disent and ; 
tension Calcutta or j 
Bangalore could have ■ 
been the better opt ion. , 

Whatever the reasons. | 
whatever the situatic'n. | 
it IS always distressing 
to see sport played I 

under the cynical | 

shadow of politics J 

i 

RohH Brijnath, New Delhi j 

- 



COVER STORY 


I WHO’S PETER 
DRUCKER? 

I T might have wai med 
the venerable 
xnan-m8mag:er that the 
net benefit of hie 
theories IS being 
exploited by a Lahore 
oum Oxford Pakistani m 
an unrelated area 
{ altogether 

Imran Khan was 
elevated to the captamc y 
of Pakistan in 1982 
Javed Miandad had 
fallen out favour and 
this outgoing captain 
would not play under 
Zaheer Abbas, leader of 
the Oppiosition within 
the side Dust settled 
only when the alooCish 
Imran became the 
compromise caretaker of 
Pakistan’s 
oncketocracy 
“I had never any 
ambitions of becoming 
oaptain,’ said Imran “I 
had led Oxford in my 
second yeai but only 
because all the seniors 
had left Perhaps it was 
also because I was then 
best player I wasn’t too 
pushed about the whole 
thing ” 

He had much to live up 
to His first assignment 
on taking over was a 
difficult tour of England 
in 1982 “I couldn’t have 
refused it, he 
continued "because 
they reallv couldn’t have 
made anyone else 
captam ’’ 

Imran Khan set out to 
emulate the Ian Chappell 
of 1972 Tough 
Outspoken ‘Ihad been 
greatly impressed by 
Chappell, the way he 
had led his team by 
example and the mannei 
in which the side had 
fought under him ’’ 
Imran won at Lord s for 
Pakistan its first victory 
m 28 years m England 
The series was lost 
1-2 


O CAPTAIN! 


Imran Khan was 
launched as a leader of 
men That winter he 
could do~and did —no 
wrong Australia was 
steamrolled 0-3 And 
India was annihilated by 
an equal margin a few 
months later He 
admitted towards that 
long winter of content 
that his level of 
confidence had 
brimmed "I may not 
have learnt much but I 
was defimtely a lot more 


involved I was never 
like Zaheer who, after he 
had fimshed batting, 
switched off in the field 
Even while standing at 
fine leg I always tried to 
‘do’something There 
has been one 
disadvantage of the 
whole thmg though, 1 
en]oy fieldmg at fine leg 


Bowled' Dilley, 
non-plussed, makes 
Imran’s nirvana 



nr third man after a 
spell Nowadays I am 
expected to be at mid on 
or mid off when I was 
fieldmg,” he said 

Mohsm Khan reckons 
that Imran “grew up five 
years m the first six 
months of his captaincy 
Qadir may never have 
played for Pakistan had 
it not been for Imran’s 
conviction and 
foresight His handling 
of situations was also 
been very revealing.” 
contmued Mohsm 

"After 1 had completed 
my 200 at Lord's he just 
came up to me and said 
‘Well done’ Months later 
when I told him that 1 
expected somethmg 
more from him, he said 
‘Of course, I appreciated 
your mnings but I never 
wanted to give the 
impression that you had 
‘done’It I was confident 
that there were many 
more to come You could 
say that I was saving 
myself up for them ’ 
Typical Imran Reserved 
m thought Withdrawn 
m approach 

Abdul Qadir admires 
Imran’s handling of 
different players in the 
team “He will talk to 
Iqbal Qasim differently 
because Iqbal listens 
easily When he used to 
talk to 2Saheer it was 
with respect The one 
reason why he has been 
successful IS that I have 
never seen him being 
rude to any player Asif, 
Mushtaq and Javed 
failed as captains 
because they conducted 
themselves on a 
match-to-match basis 
Imran is trymg to raise 
a family within the 
team ” 

If the impression that 
Imran gives is one of a 
super-cool handler of 
people and 

mroumstanoee then the 
veneer wears thin fast. 


PMnc<l E»«ai 


He erupts at the faintest 
hint of complacency. 
“There are some players 
in the team who treat the 
whole thing like a 
gEune," said Mohsin. 
“They relax, not giving 
their best as a result. 
Whenever Imran spots 
out such a player he 
takes him aside and has 
a long chat with him, 
insisting that the player 
should resist setting a 
bad example to the other 
members of the side.” 

Imran smiled and 
nodded. “1 lose my 
temper often on the 
field. If I feel that one of 
my players is not trying 
or is half asleep on the 
field, I blow my top.” 

This penchant for 
discipline has had a 
positive impact on 
Pakistan's fielding. “It is 
very logical,” continued 
Mohsin. "In our country 
the fast bowlers have to 
work very hard to get 
wickets. If the batsman 
nicks one, the bowler 
expects the fielder to 
take it. If the catch is 
floored due to a relaxed 
approach, Imran lets go. 
He singled out a couple 
of players in the team 
and warned them of 
exclusion if their 
fielding did not 
improve.” 

Having beaten India in 
India and well on his 
way to emulate a similar 
feat in England, Imran 
Khan has fathered a 
crack unit. Women go 
jelly at the knees when 
he runs in to bowl. 
Miandad is leading a 
CGunpaign within the 
dressing room to keep 
him from retiring. 

Imran is the sort of 
captain who could 
inspire his players to 
give their lives for liim. 

WHO NEEDS PETER 

DRUCKER ANYWAY? 

MttdarMhsrya 










STATISTICS 


Imran’s Figure(s) 




T 

INO 

HS 

Runs 

Avge 

c 

F 

ct 

Balls 

Mans 

Runs 

Wkts 

Avge 

5 WI 

10 M Beat 

1971 

Eng 

1 

1 

— 

b 

5 

6 00 


— 

1 

168 

9 

55 

0 

— 


_ — 

1974 

Eng 

3 

6 

1 

31 

92 

1840 

— 


2 

672 

26 

258 

5 

51 60 


— 2-48 

197l> 77 

NZ 

3 

4 

1 

59 

105 

35 00 

— 

1 

1 

908 

15 

421 

14 

30 07 

— 

— 4-61 

197b 77 

Aus 

3 

5 

— 

48 

86 

1720 

— 

— 

2 

964 

13 

519 

18 

28 33 

3 

1 6-63 

1976 77 

WI 

5 

10 


47 

215 

21 bO 



2 

1417 

54 

790 

25 

31 60 

1 

— 6-90 

1978 79 

Ind 

3 

4 

2 

32 

104 

b2 00 

— 

— 

— 

9/3 

42 

441 

14 

31 50 

— 

— 4-45 

1978 79 

NZ 

2 

3 

1 

33 

63 

31 bO 

— 

— 

— 

663 

17 

255 

10 

25 50 

1 

— 5-106 

1978 79 

Aus 

2 

4 

— 

33 

90 

22 50 


— 

1 

752 

23 

285 

7 

40 71 

— 

— 4-26 

1979 80 

Ind 

5 

8 

1 

34 

154 

22 00 

— 

— 

- 

914 

38 

36b 

19 

19 21 

2 

— 5-63 

1979 80 

Aus 

2 

2 

— 

56 

65 

32 50 

— 

1 

— 

336 

14 

144 

6 

24 00 

— 

- 2-28 

1980-81 

WI 

4 

7 

— 

123 

204 

29 14 

1 



546 

13 

236 

10 

23 60 

1 

— 5-62 

1981 82 

Aus 

3 

5 

1 

70* 

108 

21 60 

— 

1 

1 

902 

39 

312 

16 

19 50 

— 

— 4-66 

1981 83 

SL 

1 

t 

— 

39 

39 

39 00 

- 

— 

1 

314 

11 

116 

14 

8 28 

2 

1 8-58 

1983 

Eng 

3 

5 

1 

67* 

212 

53 00 


2 

— 

1071 

48 

390 

?1 

18 57 

2 

— 7-52 

1983 83 

Avis 

3 

3 

2 

39* 

64 

64 00 

— 

— 

1 

620 

35 

171 

13 

1 J 15 

— 

- 4-35 

1983-83 

hid 

G 

b 

1 

117 

247 

61 7b 

1 

- 

4 

1340 

69 

558 

40 

14 00 

4 

2 8 60 

1983-84 

Aus 

2 

4 

1 

83 

170 

56 66 

— 

2 

— 

- 

— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

1985-86 

SL 

3 

2 

— 

63 

69 

34 50 

— 


— 

724 

37 

271 

17 

15 94 

1 

— 5-38 

1985-86 

SL 

3 

4 

— 

33 

48 

12 00 

__ 

__ 

4 

696 

27 

270 

15 

1800 

— 

— 4-69 

1986-87 

WI 

3 

6 

2 

61 

115 

28 75 


1 

1 

638 

25 

199 

18 

11 05 

2 

— 6 46 

1986-87 

Ind 

5 

7 

2 

13b* 

324 

64 80 

1 

2 

- 

739 

21 

392 

8 

49 00 

— 

2 28 

1987 

Eng 

3 

2 

1 

26 

36 

36 00 

- 

— 

1 

442 

15 

16/ 

12 

1391 

1 

1 7-40 



68 98 17 

135* 

2615 

32 28 

3 11 

22~ 

15799 

589 

6615 

30? 

21 90 

20 

5 8-58 



CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 

* Holdei ol the l^akistan record of most 
wickets (H02 ) 111 a c ai ei’i and most wic kets 
in a match (14 loi 1 lb on debut against 
Si 1 Lan ka at Lahoi'p 1981-82) 

’ Only aJl-rounder- in Test Instory to take 20 
wickets scoijC 200 runs in a 3-Test series 
(212 runs and 21 wickets ag^ainst 
England l4i82) 

’ Only the second playei aflei Ian Botham 
to scoi e d century and take 10 or more 
wickets in the same Tesl match (117 and 
11 tor 180 against India at Faisalabad, 
1982-83) 

' He shai'es, ynth Dennis Lillee, the record 
foi reaching 60-plub wickets in a calendar 
year in less than 10 Tests (while Lillee 
took 80 wickets m 9 Tests in 1981 final 
tally 85 in 13 Tests- Imran took 62 
wickt'ts in 9 Tests in 1982) Imran’s 
economical bowling average of 13 29 m 
taking those 62 wickets in 1982 was the 
best ever by any bowler, (capturing 50 or 
more wickots in a calendar year) breakmg 
the record of the legendary Sydney 
Bai nes of 64 wickets taken in 10 Tests at 
14 95 in 1912 

" Best innings bowling figures 
8 for 58 on debut against Sri Lanka at 
Laliore. 1981 -82 (Ho also took 8 for 60 
against India at Karachi in 1982-83). 
Superb bowling spells 
(i) 7 for 52 against England at 
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BREAK UP AGAINST EACH COUNTRY 

I 111 i. n M, . . . i., n. | j 11.1.1111 , ■ ^11 ..i— 
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' .. 
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k )14 3 

flit* 
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o'ljeti 4 'i 

\2353 . 68 . 

m 36 

2269 

3 

17.40 

.New SSaaland . 

5 7 2 

59 . 
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3360 -^, i( 1.: 

1671 .32 

67 B 24 

28.16 

1 

— 6-106 

AuatnOi* 

IS 23 '4- 

83 

583 

30,66 ^ 4 5 

3674 124 , 

1431 m 

23.85 

3 

1 6-63 

West IndiM 

12 23 2 

123 

534 

2 S, 4 Z r ,f 3 , 

2601 90 . 

1 ^ 53 

23.11 

4 

— 6-46 


19 24 ' e 

136 * 

829 

46.06 42 3 4 .. 

3966 170 

17 ^ 61 

. 21.67 

B 
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7 7 — 

63 

156 

, 22 . 26 -^: 1'.6 ‘ 

1734 75 .• 

,657 ' 46 

13.68 

3 
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68 98 17 

135 * 

» 1 S 

32.26 311 22 

16799.689 

6616 302 

21.90 

zo 

5 8-58 

In not 

28 34 6 

123 

1012 

386 ^ 2 4 6 

6399 259 

2557 146 

17.51 

> 10 

3 8-58 

.Abroad 

40 64 9 

135 * 

1603 

29.14 'I,:,?: 14 ■ 

9400 330 

4058 156 

moi 

10 

2 7-40 

.'Ad Gapt^ 

28 36 10 

135 * 

1216 

46.76 2 711 . 

5546 238 

2147 127 

16.90 

. 9 
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BOWLING DETA^ 



IN 

PAKISTAN 

ABROAD ON TOUR 

TOTAL IN 

CAREKR 


Tetis 

WHs 

Avgt- 


WMt 

ftvge. 

* Tatte 

wets 

Am- 

England 

— 


— ' 

10 

86 . 

«e.60 

10 

38 

22.80 

Australia 

5 

19 

16.87 

10 

41 

27.21 

IS 

60 

28.86 

New Zealand 

a 

14 

80.07 

6 

10 

28.80 

8 

24 

28.16 

West Indies 

7 

26 

18.83 

8 

28 

31.60 

12 

58 

23.11 

India 

9 

84 

, 16.80 

.10 

87 . 

- 26.08 

19 

81 

ai‘,70 

Sri Lanka 

4 

81 

12.48 

a 

18 

1660 

7 

48 

14.28 


S6 

146 ^ 

17.61 

, 40 

166 

26.01 

68 

802 

21.80 


Bjrjnijighain 1982 (Took four wickets 
Geoff Miller. Eddie Hemming-s, Bob 
Tayloi' and Ian Greig in 21 balls 
conceding 2 runs) 

(ii) 8 foi- 60 against India at Karachi. 

1982-83 (Took live wickets—Sunil 
Gavaskar. Gundappa Vishwanath, 
Mohinder Aniarnath, Sandeep Patil, and 
Kapil Dev in 25 balls conceding 3 runs). 

5 I'or 38 against Sri Lanka at Sialkot, 
1985-86 (Took four wickets—Arjuna 
Ranatunga. Asantha De Mel. Rumesh 
Katnayake and Roger Wijesuriya in 12 
balls conceding 3 runs). 

Defeat stared England in the face at 
Headingley on July 4,1987 as Jack 
Richards flicked a ball from Imran Khan to 
Ijaz Ahmed at silly mid-on giving Pakistan’s 
captain his 300th Test wicket. He is the 
eight bowler to reach this landmark and the 
first from Pakistan. The 300th wicket came 
up in Imran’s 68th Test (he bowled in only 
65 of them), slower than Lillee (56 Tests), 
Hadlee (61) and Trueman (65), but quicker 
than Botham (72), Gibbs (75), Willis (81) and 
Kapil Dev (83). 

Imran’s most frequent victim is Dilip 
Vengsarkar (dismissed 10 times), followed 
by Sunil Gavaskar (9), Dilip Doshi (8). KS'Pfl 
Dev and Mohinder Amarnath (both 6). 

All figures updated to after the Third Test 
between Pakistan ahd England at 
Headingley 

Res«arch^ by Bhartendu 
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IMRAN KHAN IS AMONG 
THE MOST OPINIONATED 
OF CRICKETERS. HE IS 
ANY INTERVIEWER'S 
DREAM; BEFORE THE 
QUESTION IS THROUGH, 
THE WORDS ARE 
SPILLING OUT OF IMRAN. 
HE IS DOGMATIC, 
ARTICULATE AND 
CONTROVERSIAL. AND 
HE CAN TALK ON JUST 
ABOUT EVERYTHING AS 
WELL—WHAT’S WRONG 
WITH THE WICKETS IN 
INDIA, THE DEFENCE 
POLICIES OF INDIA AND 
PAKISTAN, RACISM AND 
... WAHEEDA REHMAN. 
MUDAR P ATHERYA GETS 
HIM TALKING 


SPORT8WORLD: What 
are the reasons behind 
your decision to retire 
after the World Cup in 
1087? 

IMPIAN KHAN The ob¬ 
vious one, which 1 feel 
that every sportsman 
should try to adhere, is 
that one should retire 
when one is still good 
enough, not wait for the 
decline The public 
usually remembers you 
by your last perform¬ 
ances 

What have you still got 
M/tfo achieve? 


1 would like to achieve 
what hasn't been done 
before, the three things 
that immediately come 
to my mind is beating 
India in India, England 
in England and winmng 
the World Cup Profes¬ 
sionally what would 
have given me the 
greatest satisfaction is 
beating the West Indies 
in a series Sadly we 
couldn’t do that in 
Pakistan 

What do you intend to do 
after you have finished 
as a professional 
cricketer? 
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It IS very difficult for a 
professional sportsman 
who has lived away his 
youth not to be single- 
minded As a result, 
there have been lew 
cricketers who have ear¬ 
ned on a couple of mmoi 
businesses alongside 
competitive sport 

You mentioned in your 
autobiography that the 
rage in your family used 
to be for joining the civil 
service. How would you 
appreciate a diplomatic 
assignment? Say. being 
asked to take over as the 
next Pakistan ambassa¬ 
dor to India? 

For a start, I wouldn’t 
see myself qualified for 
the job But, yes, if I was 
being a diplomat to 
India sounds a very 
attractive job totally 
hypothetical I don’t 
think I’ll ever get it but, 
of course. I’d like to I 
enjoy India have a great 
fondness for it In fact, 
more for India than any 
other country except 
Pakistan 

What tangible contribu 
Uona would you be in a 
position to make If you 
were the ambassador? 

For a start. I’d tell both 
countries to get nd of 
their armies Maybe it is 
a very naive way of look 
ing at it but the amount 


that we spend on defence 
18 ridiculous Moreover, 
with India’s population 
problem in mind — 
Pakistan will have this 
problem in future— 
there is so much de¬ 
velopment to be done 
Instead of buying arms 
from the West which be 
come obsolete two years 
later anyway It’s such a 
waste I wish the coun 
tries could come to a 
certain pact and do away 
with their armies 


Maybe we could help 
each other and become 
interdependent in some 




then the dispute over 
Kashmii—I really blami 
the English for not hav 
ing sorted it out All I. 
am saying is that Parti 
tiori should nevei have 
taken place the way it 
did It created so much 


bad blood The amazing 
thing 18 that, as 1 was 
reading somewhere, two 
months before Partition 
Jinnah was planning to 
buy a house in Simla He 
envisaged that it would 
be easier going to Simla 


A month after this 
interview a report, 
datelined Lahore, 
indicated that 
ImrsDwas 
seriously 
ooosidering 
Joining politics 











from Lahore than else¬ 
where for his summer 
vacations. Probably they 
envisioned something 
like that. What it has 
become is sad. 

As 1 was saying, it 
started off on a wrong 
footing. The drawing of 
the border and the prob¬ 
lem of refugees all pe¬ 
tered out into a Super 
Power interest I feel 
that these international 
conflicts are fanned by 
these superpowers be¬ 
cause of the arms in¬ 
terest. I mean, who 
would the superpowers 
sell their arms to if there 
were no conflicts be¬ 
tween India and Pakis¬ 
tan. and the Iran-Iraq 
war? 


How greatly did Parti¬ 
tion affect you? 

It didn’t affect me in any 
way, but perhaps it did 
to a generation older 
than mine. There sure 
was a lot of bitterness 
around me. 1 remember 
our servants telling us 
how their families had 
been butchered during 
the Partition 1 am sure 
the same must have been 
with people who came 
over to India from our 
side I suppose people 
grew up with very 
strong anti-India feel¬ 
ings in Pakistan and the 
reverse was the case in 
India The latter genera¬ 
tion—mine—grew up 
with a very open mind 


I think it is just about 
the same. I was stunned 
by the reception we got 
when we toured India in 
1979-80 We hadn’t seen 
anything like it, the 
huge crowds and the 
warmth we got. 1 en¬ 
joyed that senes more 
than any other The only 
sad part of it was that I 
kept getting injured 
bang in the middle of the 
Test matches 

Relations between the 
two countries have sel¬ 
dom been cordial. Does 
the tension exist only at 
the official level, or have 
you also found the aver¬ 
age countrymen being 
wary of each other? 

If anyone did a random 


lapse of the capital mar¬ 
ket in India merely be¬ 
cause of the ara^ exer¬ 
cises on the Western 
front! 

Quite ridiculous, I think 
it is used by politicians 
to further their ends. 

Moreover we have 
allegations of Pakistan 
supplying arms to mili¬ 
tant Sikhs in Punjab. As 
a result, things always 
keep hotting up. 

I can’t work that out I 
can't see it being benefi¬ 
cial to either country un¬ 
less of course if politi¬ 
cians are trying to 
further their own ends 
Mrs Thatcher won the 
elections because of t h it 
war in the Falklands. 



You have come to India 
quite a few times. What 


is the reaction to India in 


Pakistan as compared to 


Pakistan in India? 


sampling of the masses 
of the countries. I am 


sure it would be found 


that the people want 
peace and good relations 


with each other 


There are always 
rumours of the two 


countries going to war. 


The last one in Novem 


her triggered the col 


It's not the first time 
that it has happened 
Politicians use these 
things for their own 
pui'poses 

By supplying arms to 
the militants in Punjab. 
Pakistan could at least 
try to destabilise India. 

I can't see what good 
that would do to Pakis¬ 
tan. On the other hand 
Pakistan complains that 
India is fanning trouble 
in Sind. Or India’s hand 
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FuH Name: Imran Ahmad Khan Niazi 
RolA: Right-hand bat, right-arm fast bowler 
Born: 25 November 1952, Lahore, Pakistan 

Haight: 6' 0" 

Weight: I2st 21 lbs 
Nickname: Immy 

County debut: 1971 IWorcestershire), 1977 
(Sussex) 

County cap: 1976 (Worcestershire), 1978 
(Sussex) 

Test debut: 1971 
1000 runs in a season: 5 
BO wickets in a season: 6 
Maritai status: Single 
Education: Aitchison Colley 
School, Lahore. Worcester I 
School, Keble College, Oxford University 
Qualifications: 6 A Hons in politics and 
economics 

Jobs outside cricket: "I play cricket all the 
year round " 

Family links with cricket: Cousin of Pakistan 
cncketers, Majid Khan and Javed Burki 
OverMBs tours: Toured with Pakistan to 
England in 1971,1974,1982 and 1983 World 
Cup; Australia and West Indies 1976-77 
1981-82,1983-84, India 1979-80, 1986 87, 
Australia 1981-82,1983-84, Sri Lanka 1986 
Teams played for: Various Lahore teams, 
Sussex and NSW 

Cricketers particularly learnt from: John 
Snow, Basil D’Oliveira, Majid Khan 
Other Sports: Squash, swimming, hockey 
Relaxations: Shooting, listening to music 
(Western and Eastern) 

Extras: Debut for Lahore A1969-70 Debut 
for Worcestershire 1971, cap 1976 Left 
Worcestershire in 1977 .Oxford cricket blue 
1973-74-75 Captain in 1974 Scored two 
centuries m a match, 117 n o and 106, Oxford 
University v Notts at Oxford in 1974 Had a 
match double of 111 n o and 13 for 99 v 
Lancashire at Worcester in 1976 Played 
Wofld Series Cricket Has bad scar on left arm 
resulting from falling off a slide in Lahore, and 
cannot fully extend nis arm Drinks no alcohol 
Does notsnfioke. Captain of Pakistan 1982-83, 
1986^2 

Beat batting parformanca: 170 Oxford 
University V Northamptonshire, Oxford 1974 
Baatbowibig performance: 8-58 Pakistan v 
Sri Lanks, Faisalabad 1981-82 


in the Bangladesh war 
Basically, 1 think that 
we have gone off on a 
wrong footing There 
should be a completely 
friendly relationship, 
something like Canada 
and America I would 
really have liked to see 
something like that 


How aware are the 
Pakistanis about India? 
Our problems, our 
national figures 
etcetera? 


The awareness of India 
18 mainly through video 
films in Pakistan In 
tact the video boom in 
Pakistan took place 
mainly because of Indi¬ 
an films People follow 
that and gauge what is 
happening in India 


What about you^ Did 
you watch 'Gandhi' for 
example^ 


I did 1 would watch any¬ 
thing about India Sup¬ 
posing if I was in Eng¬ 
land and there were 
films on other countries 
as well as one on India, I 
would naturally be more 
interested in the Indian 
one I mean, there is 
such a cultural close¬ 
ness between the two 
countries That also 
holds true for the major¬ 
ity of the Pakistanis 
They watch Indian films 
because they basically 
want to watch their own 
culture 


How many Indian films 
have you seen? 


In fact, very few The 
bulk of the Indian films 
are too commei'cial '’or 
my liking I liked some 
of the older films much 
more, the last one 1 saw 
tn England was Sahib 
Hibi aur Gulam It star¬ 
red my favourite all-time 
actress Waheeda Reh- 


man well, she’s gra¬ 
dually become my all- 
time favourite kotress. I 
have seen a few other 
films of hers and feel 
that she is the most (»m- 
plete actress that I have 
seen 

The oiiobegoes that poU- 
tics and sport do not 
mix. How far do you 
agree'^ 

In Pakistan I cannot see 
how one can play cricket 
and not get involved in 
politics It exists in the 
Board the way cricket 
has been run there m the 
past We haven’t had 
very good institutions in 
Pakistan the better the 
institutions the less 
room for jxilitics to play 
a part Unfortunately 
when there are no in¬ 
stitutions it gives rise to 
d lot of backstabbing 

You don’t seem to be in 
favour of political fi¬ 
gures running the 
show 

Not at all 

Assuming that you were 
a pohtician, how would 
you have tackled the 
problem of South 
AA'ica^ 

1 would have kept them 
out of international 
sport, only to show soli¬ 
darity towards the 
blac ks and a protest 
against the arrogance of 
the South African reg¬ 
ime For example the 
South Africans started 
saying that don't apply 
sanctions against us be¬ 
cause tne blacks will suf¬ 
fer and starve The 
blacks said that they 
were prepared to suffer 
rather than be humih- 
ated and treated like 
animals So their saying 
that they want coloured 
cricketers to play in 


io 




South Africa to help the 
cause of the blacks is a 
complete joke. I firmly 
believe that there should 
be complete sanctions 
agaiiist South A^ica. I 
was offered quite a lot of 
money to play there, but 
I could not see how any¬ 
one could have accepted 
it. It just hits at one’s 
dignity to go to a place 
where one is considered 
an inferior person. 

But aren’t quite a few 
countries being plainly 
hypooritioal? They are 
prepared to sell their tea 
to South Africa and earn 
revenue, only to ostra¬ 
cise them on the sport¬ 
ing level. 

Well, I am not advocat¬ 
ing that countries sell 
their tea to them. I 
would rather see a 
blanket economic 
boycott of South Africa 
by all the countries to 
show South Africa that 
the world does believe in 
humanity 

But we too are racial in 
our own ways. We have 
had a lot of ethnic trou¬ 
ble in each of our coun¬ 
tries, where people are 
discriminated against 
because of their back¬ 
grounds. For example, 
the Mohajire in Sind 

No, the Mohajirs in Sind 
are merely a pressure 
group who believe that 
they have not got a fair- 
deal. Most importantly, 
it is not because of the 
colour of the skin. A 
Sindhi, Mohajir or a 
Punjabi can buy land 
wherever they want to 
and can rise to the top if 
they want to. In South 
Africa by the colour of 
the skin that you are 
bom in, by law—here is 
where the crunch com¬ 
es—you cannot be an 
equal. 


How bad is raoiam in 
England? 

Racism exists every¬ 
where in the world, but 
it is not pardoned 1:^ 
law. There are a lot of 
undertones of racism in 
England—they say that 
in some parts even the 
police is racist—yet by 
law you can take some¬ 
one to court and be pro¬ 
tected by it. 

Have you had any per¬ 
sonal experience of rac¬ 
ism in England? 

Well, at some cricket 
grounds you have cer¬ 
tain drunks who might 
have called me some 
names ... 

Even with your colour of 
the skin? 

Yes, because of the fact 
that I am a known Pakis¬ 
tani. 1 have no experi¬ 
ence to say whether rac¬ 
ism has grown or not, 
but 1 imagine that the 
more economic problems 
there are, the more rac¬ 
ism there will be. There 
will be a greater com¬ 
petition for jobs. It boils 
down to simple econo¬ 
mics. 


MARSHALL ON IMRAN 

"Of present players outside 
the West Indies, I admire Im¬ 
ran as a bowler above all 
others. He has been a magnifi¬ 
cent performer for his country 
and he is just as likely to get 
batsmen out at Sydney as he 
is in Lahore Like all great 
bowlers. Imran has a fierce 
pride in his professionalism 
and a determination to give 
value for money...He is now 
nearing the veteran stage for a 
bowler bu’ his powers snow no 
sign of abating and he remains 
as dangerous today as he die 
in his prime. It is precisely 
because he knows how to vary 
his pace and deliveries that he 
has been able to extend his 
career in spite of the day-to- 
day wear of five months." 
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Would Imran Khan make a 
better James Bond than 
Sean Connery or Roger 
Moore? There are people 
who think so. Some 
eminent women air their 
views on the lady-killer 
charisma that emanates 
from the star all-rounder 


Urmila Deshpande 
(Model; Raymonds. 
Kwality, Agfa., 
Tribhovandas Jewellery 
eto). 

“I don’t think I want to 
contribute to any kind of 
personality cult on 
Imran Kh^. He is a 
threat cricketer. And it 
just so happens that I 


am interested in cricket 
the game and not Imran 
Khan the person,” says 
Urmila. 

“The fact that women 
have been asked about 
Imran contributes to a 
kind of image where it is 
his looks and body that 
matter, not his game. 
Fortunately for Imran 
he is a good cricketer.” 


Why Imran, she 
questions. Why not 
Kapil Dev or Gavaskar‘S 
They are good cricketers 
Answering the question 
herself, she feels people 
are forgetting the game 
that has earned Imran a 
place among the best in 
the world, and are 
tending to make him a 
kind of sex symbol 

Sabira Merchant (Does 
she need an 
introduction?) 

“Just take a man who 
looks as good as he does 
and plays cricket as well 
as he does. And you 
know why he is so 
talked about." While 
describing him as a 
“very good looking 
man" with a “terrific 
physique.” Sabira 
Merchant emphasises 
his politeness and 


culture. “I met him a 
couple of times and he 
struck me as being very 
polite. He is reserved 
and doesn't like to talk 
much about himself But 
he is a very nice, positive 
sort of person.” 

Comparing the kind of 
image and constant 
urge to probe into 
Imran’s life to the 
problem faced by 
Princess Diana, she says 
“She is a good looking 
person too and nobody 
really knows what kind 
of private life she leads 
They are creating 
fantasies around her. In 
Imran’s case it is the 
same. The media is 
constantly probing and 
coming up with things 
about him which may be 
totally different from 
the kind of life he leads.” 

“The images about 
him are created. 1 do not 






know if any of it is for 
real’’ she says, alluding 
to Imran's image of a 
media-made sex symbol 
But her own impression 
of the famous cricketer 
IS of a polite man, whose 
reserve would like to 
shut out a prying world 

Sharon Prabhakar (Of 

Evita fame, singer and 
actress) 

“No doubt he is an 
excellent cricketer, he 
also has a muc h talked 
about sex appeal I saw 
him on television and 1 
agr<*e with this But 
when It IS the only thing 
people discuss about 
him it tends somehow, 
to dull tlie overall eftcK t 
Is tliere a t eal sensitive 
man behind the sexy 
Imran” 

Shobha De (Fo r mei 
editoi of Crlrhiitv 
six’ietv c’oluininst etc) 

‘ Ills appeal is leally 
movie star appeal like 
a male Mai ilyn Moni ck* 
exuding very obvious 
sexapjTeal He missed 
his vocation he should 
have been in the movies 
He would have been a 
better choice tor James 
Bond than Sean Connery 
or Roger Moore 
Actually he fits the 
description of a Mills 
and Boons hero, with a 
cruel tM-ist to his 
mouth the kind of hero 
IS-year-olds read and 
dream about ’ 

Her emphasis is 
mainly on Imran the 
man, but then she 
readily admits that she 
knows “zilch’ about 
cricket, though she 
quickly adds “he is 
certainly the most 
watchablo cricketer He 
has an animal 
magnetism—looks like a 
gorgeous animal in 
motion, feline, graceful 
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‘ 1 was told he was 
quiet and dumb But the 
only time I heard him 
speak wlncti was in the 
TV interview along with 
(lavaskai heearne 
ai ' OSS very well He was 
very articulate and 
spoke with the quiet 


authority that befits a 
captain Maybe he needs 
a new hairdresser, 
otherwise everything 
was just right ’’ 

The praise stops short 
when Shobha talks 
about one aspect of his 
personality which she 






doesn’t feel fits the 
overall character ’’ In all 
his interviews, he comes 
through as having a 
very medieval outlook 
When he says he will 
marry a virgin that his 
mother selects for him. 

It is a strange 
old-fashioned outlook 
for a man with a 
privileged background 
and refined 
upbringing ’’ Mrs De 
feels this smacks of 
double standards from a 
person who seems to 
enjoy a flashy lifestyle 
and 18 frequently 
photographed with 
fashionable women 

Soni Razdan (Film star, 
model) 

“I had thought of Imran 
os intelligent He was 
certainly one of the men 
I wanted to meet But 
when I actually met him, 
I found there was a lot of 
difference from what I 
had imagined him to 
be ’’ 

“I found his attitude to 
women one dimensional 
and slightly 

insulting - that was a let 
down I don't mean to 
say he was crude or 
rude It would be 
definitely unfair to 
judge a person in one’s 
first meeting, but then 
the dominant 
impression of him in 
that brief meeting was 
his attitude towards 
women I didn’t think he 
was interested in a 
woman’s intelligence 
But then 1 could be 
wrong and I repeat it is 
very unfair to judge 
anyone oi« a first 
meeting ” 

About Imran and the 
sport that made him 
famous, Soni who 
watches cricket 
occasionally says. “He is 
one of my favourites ’’ 
Leliiia Dhar, Bombay 
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"Oh so I have a one-track mind with 
girls? I'm sure the others, who accuse 
me, have a two-track mind—girls and 
more girls i" 

"I feel terribly uncomfortable when all 
those girls gush over me" 

"Basicaily, I am an introvert" 

"Arre I am a paagal Pathan" 

"I am a very simple man. I am not a 
playboy" 

"I grew up with a complex about being 
ugly" 

"If I pay someone (a woman) a 
compliment, it's taken as some sort of 
devious line flung to a million others" 

"If I'm seen deep in conversation with a 
pretty girl in a club, the gossip 
columnists automatically |ump to the 
wrong conclusions" 

"I would like my wife to be of an 
independent mind: I relate to people 
with some depth in them and I want 
to see my wife using her brains, rather 
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"...Javed (Miandad) doesn't take 
constructive criticism terribly well" 

"Sarfra? understood more on the art of 
seam and swing bowling than anyone on 
either side" 

"I remember Mick dagger once 
describing how he got interested in 
cricket; it was the sight of Dennis 
Lillee roaring up in his full glory. I had 
felt the same way about Lillee" 

"The best way to get him (Viv Richards) 
out is by boring him " 

"Zaheer has been suspect about real 
pace and on suspect wickets" 

"Gavaskar was a more refined version of 
Geoff Boycott" 

"Botham is the hardest hitter I've 
seen" 


than working in the kitchen" 

" I’ve lost count of the number of times 
I've been reported to be married or 
engaged" 

"The fact that I am shy has been 
considered to be arrogance” 

"I am not a naturally confident person" 

"As a Muslim, I pray every night for 
the strength to be honest in life and 
beg for health and happiness" 

"Luckily I have always known that 
images about sportsmen are merely 
fickle and transient and not to be taken 
seriously—least of all by the subjects of 
this temporary adulation" 

"I am concerned that the Third World 
contries are getting poorer with no 
sign of immediate help" 

"This ladykiller image is a creation of the 
media Normally I am a very reserved 
person" 

"I am not motivated by making 
money" 
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"Ian Greig became the team's news 
bulletin; you could ask him any gossip 
about any member on the Sussex 
staff I" 

"I wish Pakistan had a few like Geoff 
Boycott to build an innings of 500 round 
one solid opener" 

"He (Shafiq Ahmed) could have been 
our equivalent of Geoff Boycott" 

"I wonder if Botham would ever have 
bowled much if he'd played for the West 
Indies" 

"I have never, never encountered 
worse umpiring in my career" (In Sri 
Lanka, 1986} 

"He (Col Rafi Nasim) doesn't know 
cricket well enough to know where his 
authority starts and where it ends" 

C oi i n i aa d Iqr M. Shah 








QUIZ 


So you are anfreak? 

riinn to Imran I I ono9 


Q1 According to Imran 
Khan (IK), Meet Street 
woke up to him at a particu¬ 
lar stage in his career 
When? 

Q2 IK was approached to 
take part in a tour of South 
Africa in 1981 By who’ 
Q3 IK has only one com¬ 
plaint against Packers cir¬ 
cus It wasn t that it denied 
him the chance to play 
some Tests for Pakistan 
What was it’ 

Q4 IK wntes in his auto¬ 
biography of a batsman 
whose hand was broken by 
Andy Roberts during Pack¬ 
er s WSC The batsman 
refused to retire and con¬ 
tinued to bat with one hand 
Who’ 

Q5 IK on the fastest bail he 
ever faced ‘ It was a bouri 
cer and I was still halfway 
through my shot when it 
whizzed past my left ear 
and almost cleared the 
wicket keeper ’ Who 
bowled It’ 

Q6 Andy Roberts and Joel 
Garner were particularly 
eager to bounce at Mush- 
taq Mohammed during the 
1976-77 series Why’ 

Q7 Few batsmen would 
want to provoke Imran 
when he is going flat out 
One however sneered at 
him when IK appealed for 
Ibw “I II come down there 
and shove this bat down 
your throat'" Which 
batsman’ 

Q8 After he had taken 12 
wickets in the Sydney Test, 
1976 77 IK was compared 
to Dennis Lillee One veter¬ 
an however dismissed the 
comparison with "If he s as 
quick as Lillee, then Lillee 
must've been bowling at 
half pace'" Which veteran’ 
Q9 One contemporary of 
IK’S wanted to crawl away 
to some corner of the world 
after having said “Get it into 
your head—you are never 
going to be quick enough to 
be physically dangerous to 
batsmen" Who’ 

010 In his early years in 
England, IK tried to model 
himself on which fast 
bowler’ 


Oil IKs first four deliver¬ 
ies in Test cricket were 
bowled to Colin Cowdrey 
There was something com¬ 
mon about each delivery 
What’ 

Q12 On the morning of his 
Test debut, IK suddenly 
realised that he was having 
a problem with his run-up 
His cousin Majid, who took 


him to the nets, discovered 
something amusing What’ 
Q13 IK missed the second 
innings on his first-class 
debut against Sargodha as 
a 16-year-old For what 
reason’ 

014 IK attnbuted much of 
his success as a fast bow¬ 
ler to one of his pastimes 
as a child in Lahore Which 



ANSWERS 


1 In 1982 when he led the Paki&Mn team to England 2 Dr Ah Bacher 
3 The gruel ing Itinerary 4 Ian Chappell 5 Andy Roberts b Mushtaq 
had accused Inem of chucking 7 Viv Richaids 8 Gary Sobers 9 
Glenn Turner 10 Graham MpKenrie 11 All were lull tosses 12 
Imran Khan did not have a marked run up' 13 He overslept 14 
Kiteflying IS Three runs 16 l-azal Mahmood 17 The Kanpur Test 
18 Alan Davidson 19 Geoff Boycott 20 For bowling too many 
short-pitched deliveries 21 It almost hii the batsman m an adjoining 
net 22 Because of a bomb alert 23 Edgbaston 24 AsH Masood 25 
He did not bat at all Pakistan declared before Imran could get a slog 


one’ 

Q15 For those who watch¬ 
ed the Karachi Test, 1982- 
83, live, Imran sent India 
reeling from 102 for 1 to 
114 for 7. taking 5 wickets 
in the space of 25 balls For 
how many runs’ 

Q16 IK became the high¬ 
est Pakistani wicket taker 
at the MCG in 1981-82 
against Australia Whose 
record did he beat’ 

Q17 When IK toured India 
under Asif Iqbal in 1979-80 
he missed a Test as he 
was unfit Which Test’ 
Q18 An Australian cricke¬ 
ter of the Fifties rated Im¬ 
ran’s 12 for 165 at the SCG 
as the finest bowling per¬ 
formance he had seen on 
the ground Who thought 
so highly of his perform¬ 
ance’ 

Q19 IK was inspired to that 
SCG performance by a 
contemporary batsman 
who hapjsened to be in 
Australia at that time He 
impressed upon IK the 
need to bowl at his fastest 
as long as the ball was 
new IK remains indebted 
to him—who’ 

Q20 The umpires refused 
to allow IK to bowl in the 
Karachi Test against New 
Zealand in 1976 Why’ 
Q21 IKs first ball on En¬ 
glish soil way back in 1971 
has an amusing tale to it It 
was bowled in the nets 
What happened to it’ 

Q22 Play was suspended 
for 14 minutes on the first 
morning of Imran’s second 
Test, at Leeds in 1974 For 
what reason’ 

Q23 At which ground did 
IK made his Test debut’ 
Q24 Wasim Akram with 
whom IK shares the new 
ball for Pakistan, was four 
years old when IK first 
bowled for his country 
Who did he share the new 
ball with then’ 

Q25 IK was to graduate to 
the level of an alt rounder 
many years after his Test 
debut At what number did 
he bat in his first Test way 
back in 1971’ 
CompIMbyM. Shah 



A PHOTO 
ESSAY 

A man’s face 
reflects his 
mcx)d His 
feeling's at a 
particular 
moment. 
Sadness, 
happiness, 
anger, pain, 
concentration, 
stress, joy, 
thoughtful, 
serious, 
disgusted, 
relaxed. The 
expression on 
the face says it 
all 

The face is a 
miri’oi’ 
reflecting 
feelings. 

In these pages is 
a collection of 
the various 
moods of Imran 
Khan. Each 
expression on 
Imran’s face 
telling a 
different story. 

Readers 
of the fairer sex 
might take a 
closer look to 
judge vi^here 
Imran looks the 
best. But tastes 
differ, as do the 
various faces of 
the debonair 
Pakistani 
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W HEN I read 

articles in the 
press about 
‘Imran the sex 
symbol’ I am frankly 
amazed Initially it came 
as a surprise, because I 
grew up with a complex 
about being' 
ugly—fostered by my 
elder sister who remams 
astonished to this day to 
read comments about 
my alleged good looks 
People started to 
comment on my looks 
rather than my cricket 
from 1976 onwards as 
my cricket ability 
improved after a time I 
found It funny and I 
certainly have never 
taken it seriously 

I’m not too sure about 
the advantages of an 
image such as mine but 
I am positive about the 
disadvantages Women 
are constantly wary of 
me when 1 first meet 
them if I pay someone a 
compliment it’s taken as 
some sort of devious line 
that s flung to a million 
others The attitude of 
men is even more 
disturbing—the ones 
who feel physically 
inferior pass remarks on 
my lack of brains 
something of which 
most sportsmen are 
accused Others try to 
pick fights if they guess 
that they are stronger 
than me As someone 
who hates violence m all 
forms I find such 
categorisation and 
instant hostility very 
disturbing My advice to 
all aspiring sex symbols 
is to make sure they get 
a double first at Oxford 
and a black belt at 
karate* 

F've had to live with 
intrusion into my 
private life m England 
since the last Pakistan 
tour, but it’s being going 
on nnoe 1978 in India 
and Pakistan Cricketers 


My 

Playboy 

Image 

Imran Khan writes about 
his debonair build-up that 
he doesn’t take too 
seriously 



are treated like 
superstars over there 
with the best on a par 
with film stars When 
we resumed Test crichet 
against India in 1978 
cncket fever engulfed 
Pakistan and a whole 
army of fans was swept 
along on a tide of 
passion for a sport they 
didn’t really 
imderstand As a result 
the press decided to 
personalise much of the 
cncket to interest the 
non-expert the cult of 
the cricket personality 
was born A year later 
the public interest in our 
tour was even grater in 
India 

I was singled out for 
much of the attention 
and consequently the 
rumours started to flow 
freely The fact that we 


were playing badly and 
that I was injured helped 
add fuel to the lurid 
descriptions Wild 
parties promiscuous 
Indian actresses and late 
nights were allegedly 
my staple diet dunng 
that tour what made 
such reports so 
laughable was that I had 
never been on a tour that 
was so harshly run by 
the management 
That must have 
sounded a majoi 
disappointment to the 
sections of the press who 
were eager for scandal 
80 they made up a few 
juicy titbits 1 felt some of 
the scandal mongeis 
were living out their 
fantasies through 
me—attributing to 
Imran Khan activities 
they would have 


indulged in given the 
chance As a captain I 
believe that disciplinary 
steps should only be 
taken against a player 
when his off the field 
activities affect his play 
Many misunderstood 
why 1 like to relax away 
from the pressures of 
cncket by going to clubs 
in London with a circle 
of friends to talk and 
relax I enjoy talking to 
mtelligent people of both 
sexes and if I m seen 
deep in conversation 
with a pretty girl in a 
club the gossip 
columnists 
automatically jump to 
the wrong conclusions 
invanably failing to note 
that I was part of a large 
circle of fnends who 
were enjoying each 
othei 8 company Why 






should an innocent 
situation like that be of 
any interest to the public’ 

1 suppose I'm a prime 
taurget fur the gossip 
columnists because I'm 
unmarried and a fast 
bowler Fast bowlers 
have always been the 
ones to grab the media's 
attention As a bachelor, 
the image gets a furthei 
polish 

In a conservative 
country like Pakistan, it 
IS considered rare for a 
man over thirty not to 
have been a husband and 
father for several years 
I've lost count of the 
times I’ve been leported 
to be married oi 
engaged Much has been 
made of the so-called 
clash of cultures 
whereby I shall 
eventually enter into an 
arranged marriage back 
home That represents a 
choice of systems I have 
always intended to live 
perm.uipntly in 
Pakistan when mv 
career ends ana 
therefore I accept the 
way it 18 ordered over 
there For the moment, 
living in England is 
good for someone like 
me, who is single and 


shall follow my instinct 
about marriage and go 
into it when the time is 
right 

I would like my wife to 
be of an independent 
mind, I relate to people 
with some depth to them 
and I want to see my 
wife using her brains, 
rather than working in 
the kitchen Having 
grown up with sisters 
who were pretty 
independent-minded, 1 
prefer women who are 
liberated and can think 
for themselves I like to 
think I am a 
perfectionist- tt*at’s 
why I packed up playing 
other sports when 
cricket got hold of 
me and I would 
approach marriage witli 
that same sort of 
commitment 

The la< t that I am shy 
has been considered to 
be arrogance, a charge 
I've had to live with for 
almost all my life Now I 
it’s true that I was very ' 
arrogant as a teenager 
and young Test player | 

but 1 suppose most ' 

youngsters who had as ^ 
protected an upbringing i 
as me would be the I 

same I like to think 1 


i 


enjoys a private life 
That arranged marnagre 
may sound bizarre to 
many people in 
England, but it's not all 
that dictatorial— there is 
no deadline involved, no 
need to rush into it 
1 have no hard and fast 
views about marriage, 
other than the 
observation that it must 
be very hard work, 
whether or not it is 
arranged The danger is 
that because I am thirty, 
there’s likely to be an 
age gap between me and 
mybnde I’m very 
down-to-earth about 
roamage and rather 
sceptical of all that 
'happy ever after’stuff 1 


had “Tiough intelligence 
to realise that life was 
not going to be always 
so secure I am not a 
naturally confident 
person, 1 have gamed 
confidence as I achieved 
my various cricketing 
ambitions over the years 
but before that, I had my 
various doubts and 
worries like anyone else 
Perhaps I hid them 
better than others 
Luckily I have always 
known that images 
about sportsmen are 
merely fickle and 
transient aid not to be 
taken seriously—least of 
all by the object of such 
temporal? adulation 
Extracted Irom IMtiAN, the 
autobiography of Imran Khan 



A BRIEF glance at 
his background 
will be enough 
to dispel any 
doubts that Imran Khan 
was born to play cricket. 
His two aunts had each 
. produced a Test captain, 
and a host of cousins 
who had excelled at the 
game, and even if his 
father understood more 
about engineering than 
cricket, there was no 
way his mother was 
going to ailow her sis¬ 
ters to steal the whole 
show. She also intended 
to bequeath a notable 
player, and so the young 
Khan, who was to be¬ 
come the best known of 
them all, was brought 
up in an atmosphere re¬ 
sonant with the cricket¬ 
ing sounds of shrill 
appeals and smashed 
window panes. 

But maternal indulg¬ 
ence and blessings, 
however comforting, are 
not quite enough to ful¬ 
fil an ambition, and Im¬ 
ran Khan was fortunate 
to have two diametrical¬ 
ly opposing personali¬ 
ties to guide and guard 
him through his forma¬ 
tive years Javed Burki 
and Majid Khan; the 
first an irrepressible and 
irreverent cynic, the 
other a scintillating 
player and a devout 
Mushm who was equally 
poised at the crease as he 
was on the prayer mat. 
These two were strong 
influences on Imran 
Khan, and I suppose he 
can be termed a mixture 
of their personalities 
and attitude towards 
Ufe. 

Leaning towards 
orthodoxy, but by no 
means dogmatic, a real¬ 
ist, but not a cynic, Im¬ 
ran had the good sense 
to be bom “well" in a 
country where the feud¬ 
al overtones are still 
very much in evidence. 


JEALOUS 
HUSOES 
AND WORMED 
BATSMEN 















Mansur Ali Khan Psitaudi 

sums up the world of 

Imran Khan Niazi 


Javed Burki and Milid Khan; the first 
an irrepressible and Irreverent 
cynic, the other a scintillating player 
and a devout MiisKni who was 
equally poised at the crease as he 
was on the prayer mat. These two 
were strong influences on Imran 
Khan, and I stmpose he can be 
termed a mikture of their 
personalties and attitude towards 
6fe. 


He went to the right 
school, and had an auto¬ 
matic entry to the right 
club. An entry that was 
denied to others who 
also had the talent, but 
not the contacts Even so 
“connections” are like 
maternail blessings; they 
can only get you so far, 
and no further, and 
while his benefactors- 
were trying to work out 
whether Imran Khan 
was a batsman or a bow¬ 
ler, he had already de¬ 
cided to become an all- 
rounder 

There was an element 
of arrogance here, for at 
this time Imran’s bat¬ 
ting consisted of attenip- 
ting to heave most de¬ 
liveries over the fence 
and he had fallen for the 
theory that swinging 
the ball in using an 
open-chested action was 
the quickest way to a 
hundred good wickets. 

At this stage most 
cricketers without the 
support of Test-playing 
cousins would have 
come to a frustrating 
halt, but Burki protected 
him, and Imran soon 
learnt that the genera- 
tions-old tenets of the 
game had not changed. 
One had to get close to 
the wicket while bowl¬ 
ing. thereby developing 
the outswing. and play 
straight while batting. 

As Imran Khan visibly 
developed into a con¬ 
vincing all-rounder, he 
followed many of his 
seniors into County 
cricket, where he furth¬ 
er polished his style, and 
when Packer arrived to 
torment traditional 
cricket administration, 
he became one of the 
earlier recruits. And so 
began another chaper in 
Imran’s life; a chapter 
which had little to do 
with actual cricket but it 
was to give him a very 
changed image. 










The mineral water-not champaqne-flows after Pakistan has won the Leeds Test 1987 


A w«ll-iiMiiin«rMl| sood-iookim, 
la«t4K>wllng bachfilor, who nottnor 
drank* tmokad nor famblad* and 
wasnotavaraa to balng aaen with 
WOnMHi at any thna. Tha prass and 
madia wara quite happy to taka the 
cua and pubf iciaa ma allagad 
procNvitfaa of tha young Pathan* and 
it la quita poaaibla that Imran Khan 
Initially anjoyed him naw>f ound 
status 


I In oi dei to sell Packer 
had to personalise the 
g-ame Since the concept 
of nation versus nation 
was no loriffer acceptable 
I to the public it had to be 
I person versus peison 
I lalloe against Richards, 
I Imran Khan against 
Chappell gladiator 
against gladiator but to 
add the final touch a bit 
of sexual symbolism was 
required Packer s 
advertising boys did not 
have far to look In Im¬ 
ran Khan they found the 
perfect combination A 
well-mannered, good- 
looking, easy-moving, 
fast-bowling bachelor, 
who neither drank, 
smoked nor gambled, 
and was not averse to 
bemg seen with women 
at any time The press 
and the media were 
quite happy to take the 
cue and publicise the 


alleged proclivities of 
the young Pathan, and it 
IS quite probable that 
Imran Khan mitially en 
joyed his new-found 
status 

But when the reputa¬ 
tion began to get out of 
proportion, and the pub 
he began to show more 
interest in his personal 
hfe than his cricket, he 
must have regretted the 


manv indiscreet probes 
nto h B life At one time 
it was said that when 
Imran was around there 
were more jealous hus¬ 
bands than worried bats¬ 
men This must have 
galled someone who 
took his cricket so 
seriously, and for some 
time now Imran Khan 
has tried hard to project 
a different image Those 


who are close to him 
know how committed he 
18 to the game and how 
hard he has worked to 
find success, for himself 
as well as his country 
Over the years he has 
learnt to bowl in all 
kinds of conditions at 
times, he has forsaken 
speed for swing and 
when he has wished he 
has been sharp enough 
to di8conc?ert the best 
He also bats as the situa¬ 
tion demands, and only 
the churlish will deny 
that Pakistan cricket 
owes much of its recent 
confidence to the pre 
senoe of Imran Khan 
Whether he will be able 
to discard the playboy 
image is totally 
irrelevant as long as 
players and spectators 
continue to respect this 
effort and talent on the 
field of play 


I 







Eiffht teams will {day 27 matohm 
over a per^ of about two moatsbs 
for whiu lodks to be Uie most opau 
cricket toumaasent of all 1±Die‘. 
AndtlistiiibSt important. 

The Cup lias been maoB by Gerard,- 
any that deigned the 
I Cup and the America’s 
Cup. 


Left; A side view. Bight: The 
frontal view. 


THE RELIANCE CUP 













ACH participatinf? 
nation in the 
tournament can 
now nominate a 


the adjudicator The 
appeal will be considered 
by the managing 
committee of the ICC and 
its decision will be final 
Players will be fined 


for contravention of the 
rules concerning the use 
of logos Only the 
sponsors logos not 
exceeding one square 
inch has been permitted 
on the players apparel 
However, there has been 
no decision on the 
amount of the fine and 
whv'ther it will be paid , 

by the player or the I 

team ' 

I 

A ir INDIA and Indian | 

Airlines have been | 

appointed the official 


list of 25 probables by 
August 1 against the 
earlier limit of 20 The 
names of the final 14 for 
the tournament should j 
be submitted by 
September 25 The ' 

Indian probables will be j 
chosen by the present lot I 
of selectors but no date j 
has been fixed lor their 
meeting 

There can now be a i 
joint winnet of tfie 
Reliance Cup Yes, there ' 
can if a tie in the final I 

cannot be resolved either I 
on the basis of fewer I 
wickets lost the overall I 
scoring rate or the i ate | 
after 40,30,25.20 and 15 i 
overs in that order In 
such an event the prize ' 
money will be shared by 
the two finalists 

T here are some 
modifications in the 
playing conditions A 
team bowling one over 
short will now be fined 
3,000 pounds sterling 
(about Rs 60,000) 
against the earlier fine 
of 5,600 pound 
However, the fine has 
been raised to 4,200C for 
every additional over 
short, against the 
earlier 2,8002 In 
this connection, the 
teams affected have been 
given the right to appeal 
against the decision of 




THE SCHEDULE 

1 

1 

Pool A 


PoolB 

1 

India 


West Indies 

1 

Australia 


England 


Zimbabwe 


Sn Lanka 


New Zealand 

Pakistan 


DATE 

MATCH 

PLACE 


Group-A 




9 to 10 10 

INDIA Vs, AUSTRALIA 

MADRAS 


10 10 11 10 

NEW ZEA' AND Vs ZIMBABWE 

HYDERABAD 


13 10-14 10 

AUSTRALIA Vs ZIMBABWE 

MADRAS 


14 10 15 10 

INDIA Vs NEW ZEALAND 

BANGAl ORE 


17 10 18 10 

INDIA Vs ZIMBABWE 

BOMBAY 


18 10 19 10 

AUS7 RAt lA Vs NEW ZEAl AND 

INDORE 


22 10-?3 10 

INDIA Vs AUSTRALIA 

NEVYDFIHI 


?3 10 M 10 

NEW ZEALAND Vs ZIMBABWE 

CAl CUTTA 


26 10-27 10 

INDIA Vs ZIMBABWE 

AHMEDADAD 


27 10-28 10 

AUSTRALIA Vs NEW Z[ ALAND 

L HANDIGARH 


30 10-31 10 

AUSTRALIA Vs ZIMBABWE 

CUTtACK 

1 

31 10 1 11 

SRI LANKA Vs ENGLAND 

PUNE 


111 2-11 

INDIA Vs NEW ZEALAND 

NAGPUR 

1 

Group-B 



1 

1 

8 10 9 10 

PAKISTAN Vs SRI LANKA 

HYDERABAD (Pa 


9 lO-IOdO 

WEST INDIES Vs ENGLAND 

GUJRANWALA 

1 

12 10-13 10 

PAKISTAN Vs ENGLAND 

RAWALPINDI 

1 

13 10-14/10 

SRI LANKA Vs W INDIES 

KARACHI 

i 

16 10 17 10 

PAKISTAN Vs W INDIES 

LAHORE 


17/10-18 10 

ENGLAND Vs SRI LANKA 

PESHAWAR 


20 10-21 10 

PAKISTAN Vs ENGLAND 

KARACHI 


21 10-22 10 

W INDIES Vs SRI lANKA 

KANPUR 


25'10-26'10 

PAKISTAN Vs SRi LANKA 

FAISALABAD 


26/10-27 10 

ENGLAND Vs WEST INDIES 

JAIPUR 


30 10-31 10 

SRI LANKA Vs ENGLAND 

PUNE 


30/10 31 10 

PAKISTAN Vs Wf ST INDIES 

KARACHI 


4/11-5'11 

SEMI-FINAL 

BOMBAY 


8'11, 

FINAL 

CALCUHA 


911 10 11 
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carriers of the World 
Cup and they have 
promised convenient 
alternatives to the 
participating teams 
wherever direct flights 
are unavailable 
The Indian and the 
Pakistani teams will be i 

assembling in Delhi on i 
September 26, the rest 
on September 27 and 28 
There will be an official 
dinner for the teams on 
September 29 The 
tournament will be 
maugurated the 
following day when a 
day and night match i 
between India and | 

Pakistan has been i 

proposed with the , 

proc'eeds going to the ' 

Jawaharlal Nehru | 

centenary fund 
However. Pakistan arc 
yet to give their 
concuri eiice lor the ' 

match 1 

Unlike tours by 
visiting teams, the 
organising committee 
will bo mooting the 
entire cost of the * 

paitiiipants iniluding 
ti avel. iKiard and 
lodging dui mg the 
tournament The 
staging centres would 
t h ns bo required to meet | 
()ui\ Iheluispit.ilitv 
oxjH'iisosat tht giound | 
Representatives of All j 
India Radio and { 

DrKirdarshan will be 
visiting the various 
c-entres and submitting 
tlieii requirements by 
J ul y 31 Doordarshaii 
will be employing six I 
cameras and two outside | 
broadcasting vans at 
each cent I e 

Doordarshan will not 
bf* pay ing any royalty | 
tor broadcasting the I 
matches Should BBC | 
and Channel 9 cover the i 
event they will bo paying | 
the organising i 

commi ttoo for the audio I 
facilities and access to 
the ground 






LONDON NEWSLETTER 


The Ciiioiis Behaviour of 
Mansell, Beardsley and Yousuf 

Mike Walters 


W HEN people are 
vying for the 
title of "Fastest 
Man in the 
World,” there is 
inevitably going to be 
some friction between 
the rivals for the 
accolade 

Formula One Grand 
Prix motor racing hence 
produces egotistical 
behaviour few other 


sports can match Even 
among teammates 

During practice for 
last weekend's British 
GiandPrix for which 
Nigel Mansell was 
chasing a hat trick of 
wins, bonhomie between 
members of the Williams 
team was clearly 
missing 

Mansell's teammate 
Nelson Piquet brought 


the build-up to the big 
race at Silverstone to 
fever pitch by launching 
a war ol words against 
last season s 
championship 
runner up 
Piquet accused 
Mansell ot dangerous 
driving and ‘ crazy 
behaviour’ during the 
French Grand Prix the 
previous week—which 


Mansell won 
Practice for Britain's 
fastest legalised speed 
merchant was further 
ruffled by a blow-out at 
190mph, after which he 
said ‘I thought I was 
going straight through 
thebariiers You should 

Nigel Mansell Accused 
of dangerous driving 
and "crazy behaviour” 
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see the jxiarks on the 
road—it was pretty 
nasty. My thoughts 
were unprintable.” 

So are mine on the 
attraction of motor 
racing as a spectator 
sport. 

Perfect Peter 

E ngland is blessed 

with one of Europe’s 
outstanding soccer 
talents at present. 

Peter Beardsley 
doesn’t look the most 
powerfully-built of men, 
he’s lost half of his teeth - 
and his thick-set 
Northern accent is 
sometimes 
unintelligible. 

But he was the spark 
plug who ignited 
England’s drive to the 
World Cup 

quarter-finals m Mexico 
last year, the catalyst 
who brought the best 
out of the tournament’s 
leading scorer, Gary 
Linekar. 

Beardsley was not 
playing when England 
opened their group 
matches with a pathetic 
1-0 defeat by Portugal 
and a lamentable 0-0 
draw with Jtorocco. you 
may recall. 

Enter ‘Peter Perfect,’ 
as he’s known in some 
quarters of his native 
Newcastle—and 
suddenly England turn 
on the style. With 
Beardsley in the side, 
we’re potential 
worldbeaters. Without 
him, we’re second-rate 
no-hopers. 

Liverpool know a good 
player when they see 
one, and they’ve offered 
Newcastle United 4.5 
million dollars to take 
Beardsley from 
Tyneside to 
^rseyside—a British 
transfer record between 
two domestic clubs. 

Newcastle manager 
Willie McFaul offered 
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his star man a small 
fortune to stay with the 
club—but found the 
chance to swell United's 
coffers by 4.5 million 
notes too good to pass 
up 

Beardsley, h is agent 
and Liverpool agreed 
terms in principle for 
the transfer—and the 


Peter Beardsley: For a 
few doUars more 

deal looked as cut and 
dried as last year’s 
harvest. 

Then we were 
informed there were 
“one or two minor 
technicalities” to be 
ironed out. No one 


raised an eyebrow. Just 
a minor quibble over 
who pays for Beardsley’s 
lunch at the talks, we 
thought. 

Soon the triith leaked 
out. Had Beardsley been 
sold to a Continental 
club, Newcastle would 
have received a 
maximum of 3.4 million 






dollars for him because 
of European transfer fee 
rules. 

Beardsley was quick 
to spot his club making' 
a cool million-dollar 
killing by selling him to 
Liverpool—and decided 
he was entitled to a 
“loyalty bonus” pay-off. 

He says: “Newcastle 
would have lost money 
had I been sold abroad, 
80 1 can't understand 
why they won’t give me 
anything for four years’ 
good service. 

“I’m not being 
awkward over this and I 
want to sign for 
Liverpool, but I’m just 
sticking up for my 
rights and fighting for 
what I believe in ” 

McFaul, quite rightly, 
isn’t paying a penny for 
Beardsley to leave the 
North-East hotbed of 
football. 

In most walks of life, 
leaving a job after four 
years would earn you a 
whip-round among your 
workmates, an extended 
session in the pub and a 
nice big leaving card 
signed by everyone m 
the office or factory. 

Quite what makes 
Beardsley think he is 
entitled to a slice of that 
extra million Newcastle 
are making by selling 
him to Liverpool, I can’t 
imagine. 

McFaul is at the sharp 
end of a commercial 
business—and it’s none 
of Beardsley’s to lay 
down the law about his 
entitlement to a slice, no 
matter how large, of 
Newcastle Umted’s 
hard-earned capital. 

Tit-For-Tat 

RICKETERS are 
supposed to be the 
cream of 

sport—talented, skilful, 
courageous but. above 
all, sportsmanlike 
Sadly, two social 


diseases are slowly but 
surely establishing their 
grip on the game 
cheating and petulance. 

Both came to the fore 
with an embarrassing 
degree of prominence as 
England succumbed 
pathetically to an 
innings defeat in the 
Third Test at 
Headingley last week. 

Pakistan 

wicketkeeper Saleem 
Yousurs disgraceful 
attempt to claim Ian 
Botham’s wicket—by 
scooping a chance he 
had spilled off the turf 
and then claiming he 
had held it—was bad 
enough. 

His explanation for 
his actions, which ought 
to have merited a 
lengthy ban from 
international cricket but 
earned only a 


Salim YousuTs antics 
are well known. We 
had some experience 
of it 

finger-wagging session 
from his skipper, Imran 
Khan, was—if 
anything -oven more 
outrageous. 

Yousuf reportedly told 
a colleague he had tried 
to cheat Botham out 
because he had felt hard 
done by over his own 
dismissal in the 
Pakistan innings 
He claimed the slip 
catch with wliich Bill 
Athey ended hi,- 
stubborn resistance as 
nightwatchman had not 
carried “Athey took me 
on the bounce,” he 
claimed. Pakistan were 
also angered by the 
catch David Gower took 
to dismiss Saleem Malik 
for 99. 


So, in retaliation, 
Yousuf decided he would 
“try It on” when 
Pakistan fielded. 

Tit-for-tat measures 
have never had much of 
a place in sport—and 
Yousuf ranks with the 
worst of them. 

It was a childish 
gesture which spoiled 
Imran’s big day—he 
joined the elite band of 
bowlers to have taken 
300 Test wickets at 
Headingley, and was 
fittingly named 
man-of-the-match for an 
exemplary display of 
aggressive seam 
bowling. 

There was little need 
for cheat controversies 
to cloud Pakistan’s 
obvious superiority at 
Headingley: the margin 
of victory confirms it 
amply. 





LerreR from America 
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I N an Esquire 

magazine interviews 
with Mike Lupica, 
John McEnroe “told 
it like it 18 .” or at least 
how sports' most 
notorious bad boy 
thinks it 18 Here are 
some juicy samples 
On Ivan Lendl: “The 
guy hasn’t been good for 
tennis He’s been so 
selfish And he’s 
certainly not the kind of 
guy who brings out the 
best in others He’s hurt 
the popularity ot the 
game so much Do you 
like a robot being 
number one*^” 

On Bjorn Borg. 
"Borg’s a legend I’m not 
kidding you. I still miss 
Borg It took me a long 
time to get over his 
leaving like that Then 
by the time 1 got my ac t 
together, there were 
Lendl and Jimbo ready 
to pounce S<‘« Borg 
never considt'red one 
thing that 1 could sciew 
up ” 

On Boris Becker Me 
and Becker c ould be 
something but he s not 
Borg, okay ’ Mix'king 
the Jig Beckei does 
after a win Mac said 
‘It’s not like that makes 
you an inteiesting 
person ’ 

On his worst 
disappointment “Two 
sets to one 4 3 in 
games, 40-30 on my 
serve Five points iiom 
the match I choked that 
(3 984) French Open 
You know, if I’d won 
that French (title), it 
might have changed the 
way everybody looks at 
my career ’ 

On the biggest public 
misoonoeption about 
him: “That I’m not a nii e 
person Because I am 
I’m just not nice 100 per 
cent of the time But 111 
tell you this I make a lot 
more people happy than 
not” 


Do You Uke A Robot Being 
Number One?: IHcEnroe 



Tommy Hmdtoy 



On his comely wile 
and former actiees 
TatumONeal ‘Letme 
put it this way beings 
with Tatum took me to a 
whole new plane Until I 
met her I d never been 
in the National 
Enquirer 

Quotes Of The 
Month 

JOHN MCENROE, on 
the importance of being 
number one again I d 
like to be but I don t 
have to be It snot like 
I m going to bag it if I 
don t make it back to 
number one this year 
I m not like all those 
jerks out there who 
think my biological 
clock IS ticking or 
something I lust want 
to get back into the top 
five, and see what I need 
from there But 111 do 
get back to number one 
it 11 be because of what 
happened (being 
defaulted in doubles for 
arriving late) at the 
(U S ) Open I mean I sat 
in the house fora week 
altei that I was 
steaming- ljust kept 
Buying Can you believe 
this‘s All those guys who 
wanted to get even with 
me all those years were 
starting to get even 
ARTHUR ASHE who 
piodif tod two years ago 
that bteffi Graf would 
dominate women s 
tennis for the next 
det ade 1 ve only done 
that with one other 
player John McEnroe 
so 1 feel some 
vindication there I don t 
think anybcxly is ready 
for that (being No 1) I 
don t care who they are 
It s like asking if 
someone is ready to be 
president Borg said 
Hey get me out of here 
and McEni oe i rac ked 
up There s just 
tremendous pressure 
An IS-year old would be 


hard-pressed to stand 
the rigor of being No 1 
But I must say that her 
father, Peter, has 
scheduled her the right 
way And she seems 
internally motivated 
But she will pay a price 
for that, when she’s 21 
and wedees up one day 
and says, ‘Hey, what am 
I doing out here*^ 

C OACHING the player 
many consider the 
greatest in history is 
neither glamorous or 
the first love of Dr Renee 
Richards 
The 6-2 

transsexual—she often 
refers to her male years 
as my first 
life —returned as 
Martina s technique and 
strategy advisor in 
January when she was 
asked to replace the 
departed Mike Estep 
She had previously 
served as Navi atilova s 
coach in 1981 83 
“I just couldn t say 
no,’ Dr Richards told Ed 
FlinkofThe Danbury 
Connecticut 
News-Times I won’t 
say it’s not exciting 
when she wins but its 
more of a chore that I m 
doing, because I have a 
lot of affection for 
Martina ’ 

For one thing it takes 
her away fiom the 
relatively quiet 
obscurity of a 
Manhattan hospital 
operating room where 
she IS often found 
practising her speciality 
of pediatric 

ophthalmology And she 
doesn t particularly 
relish trading the bright 
lights there for the 
omnipresent limelight 
that Martina attracts on 
the pro circuit 
1 went to France 
(Ronald Garros) and I 
had to give a press 
conference and there 
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“There’s tremendous 
pressure. An 

eighteen-year-old would be 
hard pressed to stand the 
rigour of being number one. 
Steffi Graf will pay the price 
when she’s 21 and wakes up 
one day and says, ’Hey, what 
am I doing out here?’ ’’ 
Arthur Ashe 





m%i«t have been 300 
(media) people there.” 
Richards said "I knew it 
was going to be bad, but 
I didn’t think it would be 
that bad I don’t like it at 
all" 

What does Renee like 
most besides mediome’’ 
Teaching children 
tennis, particularly 
impressive prospects 
hke 13-year-old Patty 
Murren, at Richards’ 
secluded three-acre 
estate in rural Kent 
cuffs, New York 
“This 18 fun,” she said 
“This IS what it is all 
about You take a young 
kid and I can transimt to 
her what 1 know about 
this fantastic game ” 
Like any coach, 
Richcu-ds is always 
looking for talent, and 
more precisely, kids 
with tennis instincts 
“It 18 not so much 
athletic ability, or 
strength or speed of 
foot, or super brains or 
any specific thing that is 
important in this sport, 
explained Richards “It 
IS tenms instincts 
Pancho Segura calls it a 
gift Patty has that gift 
‘Tennis instincts are 
hard to define It is a 
sense of eye hand 
coordination for racquet 
sports that you pretty 
much have as a gift, a 
natural gift And on top 
of that, the sense of the 
game of tennis, too, is 
kind of a gift You can't 
really teach either one of 
those She has those 
tennis instincts " 
Richards hopes her 
protege, ranked No 4 iii 
New England’s girls' 14 
division, can somehow 
lead a fairly normal 
teenage life while 
concentrating on 
improving her game and 
frequently travelling to 
tournaments 
“I don’t want to put 
her in a tennis factory or 


a camp and have her just 
do that at the exclusion 
of everything else 
liecause that’s no good 
either ” ‘•he asserted 
“1 do think you can 
strike a little bit of a 
compromise,” suggested 
Richards “You don’t 
have to go the route of 
(famous burnout) 
Andrea Jaeger On the 
other hand. Steffi Graf 
has done nothing but 
play tennis since she 
was a little child Now 
she s 18 and she’s 
threatening to become 
number one in the 
world ” 

I S there a 
cause-and-effect 
relationship between the 
steady erosion of 
clay-court tennis in 
America and our recent 
inability to pi-oduce 
nsing stars'^ 

Stan Malless is 
convinced of 1 he 
connection He wrote a 
seven-page “white 
paper” report entitled 


The Thirteen-year-old 
Patty Murren is being 
coached by Dr Renee 
Richards to be the future 
champion 
“The Mysterious 
Disappearance of US 
Tennis Superstars or 
the Case of the 
Incomplete Player ’ and 
sent It to leading USTA 
officials and 
distinguished tennis 
figures 

Interestingly three 
once-nughty tennis 
nations the U S 
Australia and Gieat 
Britain where clay is 
not the dominant 
surface, have declined 
significantly For 
example, even 
Australia’s Pat Cash, the 
Wimbii don c hampion 
and a fast-court 
specialist has succeeded 
despite (not because of) 
his groundstrokes 
which are rather 
ordinai’y 

Rod Laver disagrees 
with the Malless thesis 
though “I don’t know 
that It holds that much 


water at all—that 
because 3 rou have no clay 
courts you won’t have 
champions.” 

Acknowledging that 
clay was his w^dtest 
surface, “Rocket” 
nevertheless won two 
French singles titles 
during his Grand Slam 
feats in 1962 and 1969 
Now the transplanted 
Aussie 18 a teaching pro 
in Newport Beach, 
California and despite 
his illustrious 
reputation, strangely 
isn’t coaching any top 
young prospects 

Laver believes the Q S 
can produce the 
“complete” player just as 
easily oii its slow 
hardcourts as it can on 
slow clay 

But what about such | 
key ingredients as 
patience, overall mental 
toughness, stanuiia and 
strategy"^ 

Laver conceded that 
clay emphasixes and 
rewards patience best, i 
but felt mental I 

toughness and tenacity j 
could be acquired on | 

various surfac'cs As for 
stamina, he noted that j 
You have to run more 
on clay but not as fast ” 
Regarding strategy, he 
maintained that 'if you 
are talking about super 
fast courts, yes strategy 
IS less important 
(compared to clay), but 
that’s not true on slow 
hard courts ’ 

The solution for 
America’s tennis 
malaise, according to 
Laver, is “You’ve got to 
find young talent All 
the talent is now in 
baseball, basketball and 
football The downtrend 
started five, six or eight 
years ago when kids 
didii t pick up tennis 
racquets It (national 
supremacy) goes m 
cycles ” 

Paul Fab) 


41 


CALCUTTA SOCCEH 


Ihe Same Old Shny 

The Calcutta Senior Division soccer league, 
less than half-way through, has the same old 
faces, with a couple of new ones thrown in. 
The same dull draws, with the 
exception thrown in 


EARING the halfway stage 
the Calcutta Senior Division 
league 18 still open but 
veiy very piedictablc Open 
bee ause both Kast Bengal and 
Mohun Bagan have di opped lour 
points each piedi(tabl«* because 
no othc 1 team has even an outside 
chance of finishing at the top 
The thii d team of the Big Thi ee 
Mohammedan Sporting aic in 
Group B and at best can finish at 
the top and thereby qualify to play 
in gr oup A next yeai But even 
hei e Mohammedan Spoi ting ai e 
stiuggling And how Theydiew 


thou match against Sonali Sibir 
came from behind to beat Aryans 
2 1 got past BhiatnSangha 
thanks to a self goal and have 
scored just eleven goals in the 
eight matches they have played 
But consider mg the tact that the 
top four teams ii om this group 
qualify to play in Gi oup A thei c 
IS little doubt that Mohammedan 
Sporting w 11 back in the top 
bi acket nexi year 
In the top br acket this yeai are 
just two t( ams Mohun Bagaii the 
1* ederation Cup winners and East 
Bengal the Air h nes Gold Cup 



wirmers The former have played 
10 mate hes and have dropped four 
points having drawn their 
matches against East Bengal and 
Railway F C East Bengal are on 
par having dropped four points 
too They drew their first match 
against Police (1 1) 

With each team having to play 
each other twice and there being 
fifteen teams in each group there 
IS still a long way to go The only 
two tea ms who have put up a 
semblance of a fight are BNR who 
drew their Inst match and won 
the next four and Poi t Trust who 
played ten matches before their 
first loss of the season (to BNR 
0 2 ) j 

But the winner must come from ! 
Mohun Bagan or East Bengal i 

1 houg h anyone who saw the two I 
teams playing their Ijcague match 
last fortnight and weren t told 

Mohun Bagan’s Sishir Ghosh and 
Debashish Roy have the Police 
defence under pressure 



The standard of soccer may not be 
hifirh. but the grate receipts are 


that these were two of the 
country’s top football sides could 
well have mistaken it to be a 
match between two collegre teams. 
The soccer was poor, the standard 
of refereeing: worse. 

Sushanta Chowdhury seemed to 
have made up his mind that the 
only way to keep a 'big game' 
under control was by blowing the 
whistle as if it was going out of 
style. The page explaining the 
‘advantage rule’ was very 
obviously missing from the 
referee's manual that he was 
brought up on. 

Neither of the teams came close 
to scoring This was primarily 
because the two key scorers of 
either side, Sishir Ghosh and 
Chima Okerie, were heavily 
marked. The Mohun Bagan 

Mohammedan Sporting captain 
Pradip Talukdar in action against 
Eastern Railway 








MohAmxnedan Sportinsr oaptain 
Pradip Talukdar In potion 
afi^alnst SonaliSlbir 



stopperB were in fact so concerned 
about the dangerous Nigensin 
that they very often left yards of 
open space for the other East 
Bengal forwards Sishir Ghosh 
on the other hand seemi d to lose 
his composure and with it his 
goal-scoring capabilities The 
young sti iker leads the 
goalsoorers list with ten goals to 
his credit but was sadly off colour 
when it mattered most In the very 
next match against Railway PC. 
Ghosh was poheed effeciently 
once agam and yet again he was 
nowhere in the game This match 
was drawn too 


Amlt Bhadra tackles Chima with 
Subrata Bhattaoharya (extreme 
right) the next line of defence 

E xcept for the over-dejjendence 
on Sisir Ghosh, the Mohun 
Bagan side seems to have settled 
down the most Their defence is 
easily the most dependable with 
the experience of Atanu 
Bhattacharya in goal and Subroto 
Bhattacharya (both having missed 
the early matches) and the tested 
ability of Aloke Mukherjee and 
Krishnendu Roy The East Bengal 
defence on the other hand has 
often been under prolonged 


pressure This obviously pomts to 
the fact that their loyal stoppers 
Manoranjan Bhattacharya and 
Tarun Dey are over the top Or 
thereabouts It would probably be 
a good idea to play one of them 
with another younger, faster and 
fitter defender The two of them 
together cannot cover the 
necessary space thereby allowmg 
opposing defenders far too much 
time to get the ball under control 
As far as the mid-field goes, 
once agam Mohun Bagan seem to 
havethe'edge Prasanta Banerjee 
has been m particularly good 
form and continues to be the most 
effective game-maker on the 
maidan He has also been helped 
by the periodic effeciency of 
Amalraj and Satyajit Chattel jee 
For East Bengal the half line is 
still a problem BikashPanji 
attacks far too much and as a 
result often fails to drop back 
Sudip Chattei^ee has been nothing 
more than mediocre As a result in 
then game against Port Trust 
coach Shyam Thapa experimented 
with Biswajit Bhattacharya as the 
central midfielder Bhattacharya 
excelled and their supporters 
went home pleasantly surprised 
Coming to the forwards no one 
has really shone The two 
exceptions being Sisir Ghosh and 
Chima Okerie True, they have 
had their off days but the fact 
remains that they continue to do 
what they are there for both 
having scored more than hall 
their sides* goals 
For Mohammedan Sporting it’s 
experiment time A number of 
new faces are being tried and 
geared for the long season to 
follow Some old ones are being 
resurrected to try and find their 
old touch The most noticeable 
example being Majid Baskar Hie 
Iranian, once the star of the show, 
IB back in the act He has been 
commg on m the second half and, 
even if for only a brief while, 
exhibiting his class An 
encouraging sign for his team 
Not BO for the rest 
A CofTBSpOIMlSIlt 






SPOTREPORT 


Indira Gandhi Gold Cup Hockey 

Not Glitterii^ Yet 



T he 12th Indira Gkild Cup 
was the first tournament in 
India in which the five new 
rules of the PIH, m operation 
since July were implemented But 
except for joint winners Indian 
Airlines, none of the other players 
seemed fully conversant with the 
new rules Holders in 1983,1984 
and last year, Indian Airlines 
utilised the new off side rule 
(which states that off side is 
observed only within the 25-yard 
line) effectively 

Centre forward Devinder Singh, 
younger brother of Olympian 
Ashok Kumar hovered near the 
25-yard line and was devastating 
in his quick breakaways 
Twenty five-year old Devinder 
the top scorer of the tournament 
with 8 goals with his dash and 
opportunism is another Goviiida 
in the making As Indian Airlines 
have eight playei s in the national 
camp, Devinder is seizing this 
opportunity to prove himself His 
brother Ashok Kumar said, ‘ He 
has the speed and potential to be a 
good scorer and this is the yeai he 
should establish himself' 

Wily inside-left Merwyn 
Fernandez, utilised another 
change in the rules (any aerial 
ball, landing into the striking 
circle has been banned) very 
effectively Fernandez sent long 
scoops, between the 25-yard line 
and the striking circle which 
Devinder and left winger Virender 
(another younger brother of 
Ashok Kumar) used affectively 
Fernandez and to a certain extent 
Pradip Jina of IFFCXD were the 
only inside forwards on view who 
showed variety m distribution 
For all Its success, the Indira 
Gold Cup had its drawbacks, 
which should be overcome The 
playing surfaros at both the Polo 
Ground and Bakshi Stadium, 
were bumpy, uneven and not 
conducive to good hockey R.S 
Chib, the Minister for Health in 
the State Government and 


Merwjrn Fernandes used the new 
nile changes to the advantage of 
Indian Airlines 

President of the tournament 
committee admitted this defect 
and promised to rectify it He said, 
‘By next year we will have a lash 
green surface at the Polo Ground 
which will be used for hcxjkey 
only • 

The lodging facilities for many 
of the teams were deplorable 
Teams 1 1 '»IFFCO NamdhanClub 
and Punjac Police had to sleep on 
the floor in large halls at the 
Youth Hostel and share 
bathrooms in which water was 
often scarce 

The Punjab Police players 
complained, coming tc this 
tournament is a punishment 
because of the hardships We only 
come because of oi ders from 
high-up to play in a tournament 
with the name of the late Prime 
Minister ’ Again R S Chib has 
promised to try and arrant^e 
better lodging facilities, for teams 
next year 

There are complaints that K K 
Hakhu the Organising Secretary 
is not generous in providing 
proper terms to all the teams BSF 
and CRPF refused to participate, 
because of poor terms In fact, the 
CRPF coach, S S Mann who was 
conducting a two month ramp for 
his team at Baramullah, saad 
“CRPF will never play in the 


Indira Gold (jup at Srinagar As in 
the past we have not got proper 
terms " Hakhu also tends to be 
abrasive with players and dcos not 
respond to requests for better 
facilities 

The draw for the 1987 
tournament was also slightly 
lop-sided A leading tcamhke 
Western Railway and Sind Bank 
were eliminated in the 
prequarters whereas nonentities 
like Chinai Eleven got an easy 
draw right through to the 
quarter -fmals With a little 
streamlining of administration 
and better Icxlging facilities to the 
teams the Indi ra Gandhi Gold 
Cup could become a prestigious 
hockey tournament in India 
Anyway, thanks to the enterprise 
and diligence of a handful of 
people, hcokey has come to stay m 
Kashmir 

Even in the final between India 
Airlines and Punjab and Sind 
Bank there was some confusion It 
was originally decided that there 
would be no extra time but a 
penalty tie-break instead 

But after the two teams drew 1-1 
after full time, both the teams 
decided not to break the tie 
Perhaps there would have been no 
problems had Divender Singh 
been in his usual form that day 
But that was not to be and Airlines 
had to be content with keeping the 
trophy for the first six months 
Nmy N spsSI s , Srlnssar 




FOCUS 


B^pbig nionsdves And 
OfliasToo 

The Federal Republic of Germany is concerned about 
sport—at home and in the Third World countries. 
Subhash Sarcar reports 


W E think alike, plan does’nt require funds as 
alike but for some it can fend for itself, but 
strange reason we the Interior Ministry if it 
cannot put into practice thinks that a certain 

as they do in Western or area needs a stadium it 

a few Asian countries. gives its sanction; and 

Or for that matter the goes to the extent of 

Federal Republic of maintaining security. 

Germany which does not While watching a 
need a Sports Ministry crucial Bundeshga, 
to look into the sports match between F. C Koln 
activities of the nation and Hamburg SV at 

It has the Ministry of Cologne I noticed a 

Interior which gives peculiar system of 

financial help to sports security arrangement 
organisations. Subsidies on the ground. While in 
are doled out to clubs Calcutta during a league 

which have no proper match between two of 
means to raise funds the Big Three, the inside 

and popularise that fencing is manned by 

particular sport Soccer police personnel and 


mounted police The peculiarity is that 

ubiquitously roaming there were only six 

about outside, at fierce kxiking ‘police 

Cologne there were dogs' with their 

policemen inside and masters No one dared to 

only a few at the gates. come inside. Could wo 

try the system here to 
Gymnastlos is a part of ward off crowd 
West German life. To intrusions and any 
celebrate the 760th forms of violence on the 

anniversary of Berlin ground*-’ Surely worth a 

over a lakh of people thought' 
firom the eleven Federal Coming back to the 
States participated in Ministry of Interior. It 
the Tumfest (German ad hercs to its f k >1 icy of 

Gymnastics Festival). sports autonomy and a 
The picture shows a kind of partn**rship 
display at the Berlin between the government 
Stadium where the 1936 and the different sports 

Olympic Games were clubs It keeps an open 
held I ear to hear the 
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LAHctosDiklsMna Bvritti 


grnevances oi healthy 
Bu^firestions of the 
vanouB sports 
federations 

Mr Klaus Schreiber, 
head of Promotion of 
Talent in the Field of 
Sport, was the 
spokesman from the 
Ministry of Interior at 
Bonn He informed us 
that the AAinistry shows 
special concern for high 
performance of the 
country’s top flight 
athletes in competitive 
sport besides pieparing 
them for the Olympics. 
World and European 
Championships 
Another duty is to keep 
good relations and 
ensure cooperation with 
developing countries 
“We have three teams 
at the national level 
which are framed 
accordingly." Mr 
Schreiber said and 
continued, “for this we 
have 27 training centres 
of which three are of 
Olympic specifications 
And there are 124 
full-time coaches paid by 
the government with the 


number increasing 
every year ” 

The Ministry’s 
expenses are jacked up 
annually “We had given 
financial support to the 
tune oi 184 million 
marks in 1982 and till 
the present moment the 
aid has increased by 66 
per cent, if this should 
interest you,’’ the 
bespectacled Schreiber 
stated, lium behind a 
pleasant smile 

The German athletes 
are provided the best of 
facilities ranging from 
sophisticated 
equipment, training and 
medicines for top level 
competition Everything 
IS given for gaining 
sports excellence “The 
Ii^nistry has earmarked 
3 1 million marks for 
the preparations for 
1987 Of course, money 
cannot guarantee 
excellence but 1 here is 
an all out effort made m 
this regard." he 
concluded 

Our sports budget is 
exceptionally meagre 
for a vast country to 


Federal President Dr 
Richard von Weizsaoker 
addressing the Turnfest 
participants at the 
Berlin Stadium 

make a genuine . 

headway All we can ' 
boast about is the sports | 
mfrastructure which 
was built for the the | 
Asian Games But its 
utility so far has been I 
minimal It requires 
motivation and 
invol vment of the 
higher-ups m sport 
And Delhi lacks the 
interest, otherwise the 
stadia could well have 
been the busy haunts for 
athletes Ridiculously 
even in^-ernational 
tourneys at the capital 
fail to attract crowds 
The best of facilities 
will have gone in vain if 
there is no guarantee 
tl^at optimum use can be 
made of them And all 
ttus requires systematic 
and methodical 
endeavour to promote 
and guide sporting 
activity into the right 
channel Without doubt. 


the parliament of West 
German sport, the 
German Sports 
Federation (DSB), has 
been a true guide in 
elavatmg sport And in ' 
comparison we lack the 
system, the motivation 
and encouragement We 
have to make good use of 
the stadia like the West 
Germans do at home 
The Sports Authority 
of India has recently | 

held a junior soccer i 

camp which folded up 
prematurely The 
selected players also 
complamed of shabby 
treatment 

accommodation food 
and unplayable i 

conditions If 
tomorrow’s potentials ' 

arc meted out such a raw i 

deal then how can we | 

expect to reach the top . 

And we cry ourselfs 
hoarse about Indian I 

peiTormances at the i 

mternatioanl aicna 
'Catch‘em young they 
say is our slogan 
Farcical, isn’t it’ 

F rom time to time the 
services of foreign 






coaches in various 
disciplines are made 
available. Many West 
German coaches have 
come to impart training’ 
in India. Even sports 
medicine doctors over 
the last few years have 
come to Patiala and 
given valuable tips to 
their counterparts here. 

And the Federal 
Republic has been 
spending several million 
marks annually. What 
sort of economic 
cooperation in the field 
of sport is extended to 
the Third World 
countries? 

For this we met Mr 
Bernhard Kuhn, the 
Deputy Secretary of the 
Federal Ministry of 
Economic Cooperation, 
during our stay in 
Bonn, as guests of the 
FRO. “This year, we 
have earmarked six 

arks for short 
term coaching 


Fitness awareness; 
health clubs and gyms 
are ubiquitously seen in 
theFRG 

abroad. Also for sports 
medicine. We are also 
perparing the Third 
World athletes for the 
Olympics,” Mr Kuhn 
disclosed. 

But the coaching 
emphasis is laid more on 
African nations Soccer 
coaching assignments 
tops the priority list But 
with a tinge of sadness 
Mr Kuhn expressed the 
backwardness of Third 
World nations ‘‘With 
malnutrition, bad living 
conditions and rampart 
illiteracy, it is a 
challenging job for us to 
improve the standard of 
the athletes of the Third 
World We cannot expect 
the best in competitions, 
but our promotional and 
training efforts will 
continue. Sport can help 
to build national 


cultural habits It also 
gives a chance for 
emancipation of 
women ” 

Presently, the 
developement aid is 
given to about 110 
cviuntries. “And we are 
willing to finance sports 
schools and university 
coaching. For projects 
like this the Federal 
Government sanction 
about five million marks 
per year." the deputy 
secretary commented. 
But it looks as though 
some developing nations 
show a lack of interest 
Mr Kuhn said that there 
is "lack of requests for 
sports training acd 
projects. ” He cites an 
example about Nigeria. 
“The FRG had started a 
sports institute there 
but due to political 
disharmony the work 
had to be prematurely 
curtailed And there is 
half a million marks still 


available to continue the 
project.” And then 
turning to the Nigerian 
jounalists present, he 
continued, “Now it is up 
to you to request your 
present Nigeria 
government to follow it 
up. All this is technical 
cooperation and the FRC 
is willing to extend all 
possible help. ” This is 
the unique aid plan for 
the Third World and it it 
up to the latter to make 
the most of it. 

What about the 
Federal Government 
help in the sports front 
of the nation? As well as 
the money acquired and 
spent for sport by the 
eleven Federal States? 

In principle, 
responsibilty for sports 
promotion is entirely a 
regional matter. 
Nevertheless, it lies in 
such nature of things 
that the country enjoys 
unwritten competence 
in certain areas. 

The Federal 

Government coffers dole 
out to projects 
undertaken by the DSB, 
the National Olympic 
Committee (NOK) and 
the professional 
associations m the fields 
of competitive sport, 
international relations, 
sport science and 
research, educational 
planning and sports 
development. Statistics 
indicate that budgets at 
the State 

(Landesportbund) and 
Federal level are 
rocketing each year. 
And all for the good of 
sport and the public. A 
sports conscious nation 
automatically helps in 
generating funds for 
sport Profits of state 
lotteries, betting and 
membership fees go into 
the sports budget. There 
are other sources too 
earning revenue. We too 
can make a start. 










ROUNDUP 


KERALA _ 

Kerala Cruise Home 

A WARM welcome was given to 
the Kerala gfirls football team at 
Cannanore They had won the 8th 
Junior National Championship at 
Ohasipur in Uttar Pradesh 
Including the captain, Suna, eight 
out of the 16 member squad were 
from Cannanore In the final 
Kerala had defeated Manipur by 
two goals to nil 
In the initial rounds Keiala 
defeated Punjab (3-1) Chandigarh 
(14-0) and Manipur (1-0) In the 
quarter finals defeated Rajasthan 
and in the semifinals 
Maharashti a (4-0) Captain Suna, 
bagged the top scoier's award 

R Amril 

I 

_PATIALA _ 

NISNews 

A fter a brief per lod of 
^ inactivity the National 
I Institute of Sport is aga in 
humming with activity The new 
' coaching session commenced with 
the beginning ol the annual 
six-week certificate course from 
I early May This certificate course 
18 one ot the three courses ottered 
I by NIS to meet the gi owing 
demand of coaches in various 
sports It IS the shortest ot the 
I three courses Theothei two 
courses are Regulai Course of 
' JOmonthsduration{trom July to 
April) and Masters Coux ae ot 22 
' months duration (troin July 
onwards) 

This year witnessed a big rush 
ot probable candidates seeking 
admission to the certificate 
course A total ol 181 candidates 
were admitted in athletics 
hockey, handball, baminton table 
tennis, swimming and yoga The 
candidates were selected in spec lal 
and general categories In the 
special category only those 
women can seek admission who 
are working as Physical 
Education teachers in 
government schools and college's 
The government of India bears the 
entire travelling, board and 
lodging expenses of the special 
category candidates This year 


seven candidates were in the 
special category, four of them m 
yoga, two in athletics and one in 
handball 

In the general category, there 
were 174 candidates Their 
break-up was as follows -athletics 
47, mcluding 5 women, yoga 441^4 
women) handball 40 (four 
women), hockey 13 (two women), 
badminton 10 (one woman), table 
tenius 6 (three women), and 
swimmmg 14, all men 


whereas at national level, fresh 
scholarship are awarded on merit 
at the all-India level, for the state 
level, each state has got a fixed 
quota 

Undei the same scheme. 300 
national level scholarships of 300 
rupees each per month will also be 
awarded to those 
university/college students, who 
have participated m junior/senior 
national ch^pionship or in an 
all-India inter-varsity 



After a brief lull in activities, the NIS, Patiala starts buzzing with activity 


L ike every year NIS is again 
implementing the central 
sports scholarship sc heme for 
students proficient in games and 
sports who are studying in 
various schcwls in the exjuntry 
(including those schools with 
101 2 pattern) 

Undei this scheme 1200 
national level scholarships and 
2095 state level scholarships will 
be made available dui ing the 
cu rren t academic yea i The 
national level scholai ships 
provide' 225 rupees pei m'^oth to 
each student Those studei .swho 
have secui ed a winnei vw 
runner up position in team events 
or ha VC* been among fir st t hree 
positions in indivuhi il event at a 
national level school meet are 
eligible tor the scholarship For 
state level scholarships (150 
rupet's per month) the same 
criteria is applied w, ith the level 
being that of a state sports meet 
The only difference being that 


championship Foi those 
sportswomen, who have either 
secured first position in an 
individual event in a senior 
national championship or have 
represented the country in an 
approved international 
competition, obtaimng a 
satisfactory position, there are 30 
special scholarships of 300 rupees 
each per month 
Five other scholarships of 150 
rupees per month each are also 
available to those women who hold 
a Master's degree in Physical 
Education and are doing 
M Phil/Ph D This scholarship’s 
value IS likely to be raised Besides 
this, those who receive a 
scholarship for the year 
1986-1987 may also apply for the 
renewal of thoir scholar rhips, | 

under certain conditions Thus a 
total of 3630 scholarship will be 
awarded during the 1987-88 
session 

Ama^ft Stngh 
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Wilander 
First Swede 

M ats wilander, 

spedr*d second in 
the woi Id had to fight 
his way into the final 
ot the US Open clay 
conil tournament to 
become the tirst 
Swede to win this 
championship This 
year has been bad for 
the Swedes But 
Wilander has broken 
the Jinx and this is his 
fifth title 

Wilander met third 
seed Kent Cailsson 
foi the second time in 


the fortnight Wilan- 
der forced Cai'lsson to 
make errors with his 
first serves and 
moved up to the ndt 
whenovei it was 
possible In contrast. 
Cai’lsson tried to wear 
down Wilander with 
long baseline rallies 
Carlsson is not dis- 
appointcHl with his O 
3 record against 
Wilander He is only 
19 and a long way to 
go He is sure some¬ 
where along the wav 
he will be able to de 
feat Wilandei and im¬ 
prove his record He 
still waits 




Moses Down 
But Not Out 

T he stage was set 
lor another clash 
between Danny Hai 
1 IS and Edwin Moses 
It was the 400 metres 
huidles at the Pans 
International Athle 
ties meet Moses 31 
gc’tting otf to a flying 
stait was stiiding 
home to VIC toi V when 
fate played a hand he 
tupped and crashed 
onto the track his 
stumbling blex’k the 
penultimate huidle 
Danny Harris had 
done it again He had 


defeated Moses twice 
in almost ten years 
But this time he was 
lucky 

It was three days 
later at the Adnaari 
Paulen Memorial 
meet that they met 
again Hams set a 
blistering pac’e right 
from the start but the 
diffen*nce in c-xpen- 
enee and skill be¬ 
tween the two was ob¬ 
vious in the home 
streteh Moses 
streaked past in the 
last hundred metres 
He had avenged his 
defeat He had proved 
to the world he was 
still the best 


Aouita's 

Quartet 

S AID AOUITA of 
Morocco the 
Olympic 5000 metres 
champion did not let 
the ram slow him 
down What he 
couldn t do in Nice he 
did in Pai is On a ram 
splattered tr jk he 
was paced by two 
‘hares’ for three and a 
half laps Prom tiiere 
onwards he was on 
his own He sped to 
victory in the last 600 
metres His timing 


4 50 81 seconds 
sliced Steve Cram's 
record by half a 
second Cram had set 
this record in 
Budapest in Auqust 
two years ago 
Now his trio of 
world timings have 
changed into a quar¬ 
tet He holds the 
world record for 
1.500 metres, 5,000 
metres, the two miles 
as well as the 2,000 
metres The last being 
his latest acquisiticm 
He sure must be one 
content Moroccan 













Ullee 

Fig^hting^ Fit 

T hirty-eight 

years old and still 
fighting fit is the per¬ 
fect description for 
the retired Aussie fast 
bowler Dennis Lillee. 
He is ready to make a 
comeback to first 
class cricket—all he is 
waiting for is the nod 
He went back into 
training last year af¬ 
ter he was 
approached by Border 
when Australia's 
stock of fast bowlers 
was running out 
Although he hasn't 
played cricket for 
three years, when he 
makes a comeback 


one should not forget 
that he was the most 
successful of the Au¬ 
stralian bowlers and 
could make all the dif¬ 
ference. But he has 
been advised by Greg 
Chappell to keep any 
comeback attempt 
under his hat till he is 
ready and gets the 
nod from the selec¬ 
tors. 

But surprisingly 
Lillee has stated that 
he has no intentions 
of returning to first 
class cricket. Maybe 
someone who wants 
him back started the 
rumour Just keep 
your fingers crossed 
and hope he changes 
his mind 



Frost Still 
Waits 

M orten frost 

was thirsting for 
revenge. He had lost 
to Yang Yang in two 
finals since last De¬ 
cember. He was not to 
have his dream real¬ 
ised. Yang Yang was 
the top seeded 
Chinese for this most 
prestigious and rich¬ 
est tournament, the 
Malaysian Open bad¬ 
minton cham¬ 
pionship. 

Yang started the 
final sluggishly, his 
smashes were going 
wide Things looked 
bright for Frost He 
won the first game. A 
spirited recovery by 
Yang brought Frost 
down to earth In the 


At Last! 

R emember Am 

jurani Dey? And 
remember reading ab¬ 
out how badly off she 
was and how nobody 
was doing anything 
about it? 

Well, if you do, the 
news is good. The 
national women's 
gymnastic champion 
has been employed on 
the sport's quota by 
Eastern Railway. 

Anju now earns 
enough to at least see 
her family through 
the day without hav¬ 
ing to go hungry. She 
has joined in the max¬ 
imum grade of the 
Class IV staff and will 
be promoted to Class 
III if the Railway 
Sports Control Board 
decides to have Inter- 
Railway woman’s 
gymnastics meets. 

It's still far from a 



next two games he 
made short work of 
Frost. It was a repeat 
of the Bejing final in 
May. 

Yang Yang went 
home a richer man, 
Morten Frost will 
have to wait till the 
next time they meet. 



bed of roses that Anju 
sleeps on. but at least 
it’s a step in the right 
direction We're glad 
someone’s listening. 
At last! 


51 












NEWS tN PICTURES 


m^ht: Britain’s 
. Middle distanoe 
runner Steve Cram 
cant believe it. BUs 
eomebaok bid has 
^nded in disaster so 
he hides his Head in 
his hands. Cram 
finished second last 
in the BOOm race at 
Nice. Cram had a 
remarkable season 
last year but is 
having injury and 
other problems this 
year. Nevertheless, 
he atlU has time 
before the World 
Athletios BSeet to be 
held at Rome 

And while Cram had a 
rough time his 
onS'time rival 
Morrooan Said Aouita 
(Facing page bottom 
1^) is in tremendous 
form. At the same 
meet in Nice he won 
the mile. A few days 
later the Olympic 
S.OOOm champion 
claimed a world best 
2,000m in Paris with 
atimeof4:SO.l8. 
Ironically, it was 
Cram’s two-year-old 
record that he broke 
to grain his fourth 
world record 
Facing page top: 
Britan’s linfo^ 
Christie (127) 
winning the men’s 
lOOm flat race at tiie 
Budapest Grand Priz 
with a time of 10.30. 
Notice CSiristie’s 
outfit. A one-piece 
skin tight Jump suit. 
’The runner on the 
right of the Briton is 
wearing goggles 
similar toa 
swimmer’s. 
Bottom Right; 
Victorious British 
Formula One driver 
IBgtel Mansell crowns 
himself with his 
out-glass trophy after 
winning the British 
Grand Prlx at 
Silverdtone 




Photographs: AP 

















STOP 

SCRATCHING! 


Treat embarrassing skin infections* 
with Pragmatar, the trusted anti-fungal 
ointment. 





' Dhobi»Itch 

M sllv I i{r III lit 
ImJiidli II Itch III! 

Ill 1 II Ii IK skii 


' AlhiPtc f Fool 

(lituis I f It 
t) twi It) 

III ii ilK IIS s n III. 
cnckiiiL I J 11 1 1 ij 
skll 


* Ringworm 

(Iciurs ill jvir hodv 
I idi il > s R u 1 
s il\ III v,s Rt 1 and 
It I 


P ledsdiitly perfumtd non staining 
Pragmatar works in 4 vita! ways against 
all these skin infet tions Firsiiv itpenetratLs 
to every part of thi affected area din. to its 
oil in water emulsion base Stcondlv tfu 
cetvl alcohol i oal tar distillate in Pragmatar 
stops the urge to scrati h giving well omi 
relief and confining the infection Thirdly it 
fights the infection thoroughly since it 
contains sulphur an effective anti fungal 
agent Fourthly the salicylic acid helps 
infected skin to fall away and new skin to 
grow thus treating the ink t lion completely 
No wonder even doctors , 
recommend it Keep | ' ^ 

Pragmatar handy I ^ 

always Because skm I BH 

infection can strike I, 
anytimt I 


k 


From Lskayef, makers of 



PRAGMATAR' 

Q kmmm^a af AitalMi 
to DiafWata 


For quick relief from fungal infection 


DIARY 

1C Ally India’s P*rakash 
JlvPadukone has a 
busy day at the 
Malaysian Open 
badminton 

championships at Kuala 
Lumpur as he has to 
play both his first and 
second round matches 
Padukone beats 
Hermawan Susanto of 
Indonesia in the first 
round and then goes on 
to get the better of Ong 
2jeng Teong of Malaysia 
in the second round 

1 Former 

JLWheavy weight boxing 
champion Muhammad 
Ah squashes all 
speculation about his 
going in for brain 
surgei y by saying that 
it 18 all just rumours 

Pidkash Padukone loses 
a tight first game and 
just cannot maintain the 
same pressure in the 
second to lose his third 
round encountei at the 
Malaysian Open 
badminton 
championships to 
defending champion 
Zhao Jiangjua of China 

117 July The hero of the 
jI I day at Melbourne is 
Pat Cash as his city 
honours his Wimbledon 
triumph by awarding 
him the Fieedomof 
Melbourne 

Said Aouita the 
Moi ocean Express 
notches up his fourth 
world recoi d as he blasts 
Steve Cram s 2 000m 
record by over 
half-a-second 

10 July Ian Botham 
JiOplays with a 
vengeance to score an 
unbeaten 126 against 
his former County, 
Somerset, but has to be 
content with an 
abandoned lesult as rain 
mterruDts oroceedinD-fa 


Somerset- 

Worcestershire match at 
Taunton 

Sweden dominate play at 
the US Open clay court 
tennis championships at 
Indianapolis as Mats 
Wilander, Joakim 
Nystrom and Kent 
Carlsson win their 
respective quarterfinal 
matches The lone 
non-Swede to make the 
last foul IS Guillermo 
Perez Roldan of 
Argentina 

1Q July Yang Yang of 
Jit/China the 
badminton world 
champion makes a 
superb comeback to beat 
Morten Frost of 
Denmark 4 15 15 10 
15 7 in the final of the 
Malaysian Open 
badminton 
championships 

Mike McCallum needs 
just one left hook to end 
hifa World Boxing 
Association jumor 
middleweight bout 
against Donald Curry 
Fighting at Las Vegas, 
both boxei s slug it out 
for four rounds till 
McCallum gets through 
with hiB left in the ftfth 
lound 

on July Mats Wilander 
mUoI Sweden is 
absolutely at home at the 
US Open clay court 
championships as he 
teaches fellow 
countryman Kent 
Carlsson the finer 
aspects of clay court 
play while winning the 
final 7-5, 6-2 

Jose Luis Ramirez of 
Mexico recaptures the 
WBC lightweight boxing 
crown after a lapse of 
two years as he 
outpoints Guyana's 
Terrence Alli in a 
12 round bout at Saint 







W E had been on 
the topic of how 
you can get 
fooled by your 
bathroom soalea last 
weelc« We’d discussed 
how the scales tell you 
that you've lost weight 
after you play golf in 
hot, desert air and 
similarly tell you that 
you've gained weight on 
a very humid day. That 
Just goes to prove that 
bathroom scales aren’t 
all that they are made 
out to be. It shows you 
how heavy you are at 
that particular moment, 
not what your actual 
weight is 

The bathioom scale is 
not a precision 
instrument Something 
that gives you perfect 
weiglit readings every 
time you step on it will 
be too expensive for an 
average person to have 
at home Try it for 
yoursell Just shift 
around on th<‘ scales and 
you’ll see that you weigh 
different every tmie 
Then again, there is 
the fact that you could 
be gainmg muscle that 
makes you weigli more 
If you’ve been trying to 
reduce fat while 
stepping up on the 
exercise, you will find 
that j'ou aren’t losing 
too many kilos since the 
fat you’ve worked off is 
being replaced by 
muscle mass On the 
other hand, if you 
haven’t been doing any 
exercise and still are 
putting on weight, you 
can safely assume that it 
is fat that is adding to 
^your size and heavuiess 
Your bathroom scales 
cannot judge how it is 
that you are weighing 
less or more. If you find 
that you are weighing 
less, it just might be the ' 
effect c«r dehydration or 
even excessive urination 
due to an intake of 




Don't let 

temporary weiglit 
loss fool you 


diuretic fluids like tea or 
beer. In fact, most of 
these crash diets that 
promise you a weight 
loss in short periods of 
time rely on diuresis. It 


basically is a reduction 
of body fluids and 
cannot he considered a 
loss in terms of fktty 
weight. The scales will 
go back to your normal 


ASHWIN DUTTA had written in asking what 
were the exercises he could do while keeping a 
watch on what he was eating His plan bum 
off more calories than what he eats 

There are plenty of exercises that can be 
done in the half-an-hour that Ashwin is will¬ 
ing to devote to his morning workout He can 
do push-ups, sit-ups. crunches and supple¬ 
ment all this with some all round stretching 
But the basic idea is to do various exercises so 
that you don’t get bored with what you’re 
doing 

Do whatever exercise you feel like doing If 
you want to build some muscle while also 
burning the calories, then do exercises like 
chinnmg, push-ups and light weights But if 
you’re just lookmg to bum calories, then 
skipping and jogging will do the trick But 
either way, it would be best to include some 
abdominal exercises into your routine so that 
the stomach muscles get firmed up and give 
your overall appearance a lean shape 

If there are any more of you with any 
queries, please feel free to write in We’ll try 
and work out something suitable 
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WQlghi^a sexm as your 
depleted body fluids are 
xeplaoed. 

Look at it this way. It’s 
almost impoesible to 
maintain your weight 
ocaotly even if you 
managed to eat exactly 
the same atnouht of food 
every day, have exactly 
the eame amount of 
physical activity every 
day. and be in the eame 
mood and state c»r tone 
and in the same climatic 
atmosphere for a period 
of ten days. You would 
still flnd a variation in 
yotir weight readings 
This is due to the 
digestive and metabolic 
systems which have 
their own liiythms. You 
can control most things 
that affect your body 
and how much it 
weighs, butyoucanrot 
do anything about what 
happens inside yorir 
body. 

What is the use of 
denying yourself food 
and water for a week 
just so that you have the 
pleasure of seeing the 
needle steady itself at a 
lower notch? The sad 
part being that the 
needle will slowly but 
steadily creep its way 
back to normal once 
you’ve gone oft the diet 
and the body is 
replenished with all the 
required fluids If its 
permanent weight loss 
that you're looking for, 
the bathroom scales are 
the wrong yard stick to 
goby. 

All you have to do is 
stand in front of a full 
length mirror and you 
can judge for yourself 
how fat you are. If the 
fat is obviously visible 
then it’s time you start 
doing something about 
it. If you have folds of fat 
hanging over your belt, 
you need no further 
confirmation of your 
probl^ 
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SPORTIMQUFE 


No Longer Sick 

Sixes have helped win matches but sometimes 
hurt or helped people who aren’t even spectators 
In a certain cricket match featuring big hitter C I 
Thornton, a six he slammed smashed through 
the bedroom window of an elderly lady who’d 
been bed-ndden for 15 years Apparently she fled 
downstairs in fear, decided thereafter to live on 
the ground floor for safety sake, and actually led 
an active life for the rest of her hfe' 


Clyde cleans his fish! 
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mrcH our POR. humbbr ybu^RB 

PRMNG rue UNE FOR. A SHOT, Ue*S BEBA/ 
MOWN TO ER4B AN AXlE,.. 



'Hold your fire!' 
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'I say we sign him. 
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Fred breaks in his new putter. 






















CR08SW0RD/0UU 
Crossword 3.78 



ACROSS 

1. Rumanian tennis player, now Sons 
Becker's manager (1,6) 

4. Race course in Cambridgeshire may 
be mistaken for a shopping place 
( 1 , 6 ) 

8. Cricket's Lion of Kent of the 19th 
century (4) 

9. Winner of the first men's singles title 
at Wimbledon returns (4) 

10. Diminutive left-handed West Indian 
batsman, later ‘rebel' (5) 

11. Leading bridge-playing team in India 
(4) 

12. Hampshire's prolific batsman of the 
Twenties, later to go blind, returns 
(4) 

13. England cricketer who missed the 
start of the day 's play because he 
overslept (7) 

15. An extremely easy catch in cricket 

( 1 , 6 ) 


DOWN 

1. One of the Chappells who went with 
a cigar in his mouth and beer can in 
hand to confront his country’s cricket 
body (3) 

2. Cricket's unkindest stroke? (3) 

3. Baseball term comprises a circle 
and a loop towards the ends (4, 3) 

5. 'Kaka' to his colleagues, this 
Bombay and India cricketer (6,1) 

6. One half of the brother-sister 
champion combination in a winter 
Olympics (1.6) 

7. Descendant of the Conquistadors in 
the West Indian team (1,1,5) 

13. Dempo Sports Club of? (3) 

14. Initials of England left-arm bowler 
Tony Lock (1,1,1) 


Excellent: 17-15, Good: 14-13, Fair: 
12 - 11 , 


QUESTIONS 

1. When was the first Grand Prix in 
motor racing held? 

2. What IS the “Sweeney Twist"? 

3. Why would Edwin Moses 
especially remember his 28th 
birthday? 

4. Who was the first South American 
to win a world swimming title? 

5. Who was often described as the 
"Rolls Royce of Swimming"? 

6. Which is the greatest prize in 
yachting? 

7. What is the biggest winning 
margin In the Epsom Derby? 

6. Who is the only man to have won 
the Tour de France having worn 
the leader’s yellow jersey from 
start to finish? 

9. Who is Koichi Nakano? 

10. Who is the first world champion in 
Heptathlon? 


ANSWERS 

1. In 1906 (In France) 

2. The so-called “Eastern Cut-off" 
style of high jump, named after 
Mike Sweeney (U.S A) who 
devised it from the simple scissors 
style. 

3 Because he set his latest world 
record (47.02 sec) in 4(X) m 
hurdles at Koblenz on that day 
(August 31) in 1983. 

4. Ricardo Prado of Brazil (when he 
won the 400m medley in 
Guayaquil, Ecuador in 1982). 

5. Roland Matthes (GDR). 


SOLUTION 378 



6. The Hundred Guinea Cup. 

7.10 lengths. Won by Shregar 
(Jockey W. Swinbum) in 1981. 

8. Romain Maes (Belgium) in 1935. 

9. World sprint champion 
(professional) In cycling from 
Japan. 

10 Ramona Neubert (GDR) who won 
the inaugural championship at 
Kiev (June 27-28,1981) with 
6,716 points. 


QUESTIONS 

(All questions are on badminton) 

1. In which year did the All-England 
championships become ‘Open’ for 
the first time'^ 

2. In which year were the first wo, id 
championships held’ 

3. Who were the first world 
champions (men’s singles and 
ladies singles)’ 

4. In which year did Prakash 
Padukone win the All-England 
title? 

5 Which great player played a 
farewell game near his own store? 

6. A Chinese footballer shot to fame 
when he defeated Liem Swie 
King. Guess who’ 

7. Which famous player was kndWn 
as the ‘pocket prodigy from 
Penang’? 

8. And who was nicknamed ’Mr 
Backhand’? 

9. A great player jumped his own 
height (6 ft. 2 in) in the national 
amateur athletics competition of 
his country. Who is he? 

10. What was the original name of 
Rudy Hartono? 


ANSWERS 

1. 1980 

2. 1977 

3. Flemming Delfs (Denmark) and 
Lene Koppen (Denmark) 

1980 

Svend Pri (Denmark) 

Han Jian (China) 

‘Eddy’ Choong (Malaysia) 

Flemming Delfs j 

Morten Frost (Denmark) j 

Rudy Niohapliane j 


4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 
9. 

10 . 


RaniH Ohoss 
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T he Eng'lish lan- 
{?uage has always 
been flexible. 
Changing. De¬ 
veloping. Adjusting Al¬ 
ways boriowing From 
French. From Latin. 
Hindi, Persian and even 
Chinese. Bungalow 
(Hindi), shikar (Per¬ 
sian), buffoon (French), 
and habit (Ijatin) are just 
a few examples. And it is 
not surprising, there¬ 
fore. that it has not hesi¬ 
tated to pinch the odd 
word and phrase from 
the world of sport. And 
quite often too. 

Hat-trick is probably 
the most well-known of 
the lot. In its proper con¬ 
text, this should refer 
only to cricket: three 
wickets with successive 
balls. Originating from 
the time when the bow¬ 
ler performing this feat 
was given a new hat at 
the expense of the club 
he was representing, 
this expression now sig¬ 
nifies any triple achieve¬ 
ment. Why, even a per¬ 
son getting married for 
the thii'd time is said to 
be completing his hat- 
trick of marriages' 
Cricket has proliably 
made a greater contribu¬ 
tion to this phenomenon 
tlian otliei- sports. I won¬ 
der whether Imran 


While on the subject of 
‘awkward situations’, 
there is yet another 
phrase which means 
quite the same thing- be¬ 
hind the eight ball. This 
is a contribution froip 
the game of snooker or 
pool. The eight ball 
should technically be the 
last ball left on the table, 
hence to be behincl it is to 
create difficulties for 
oneself. 

Sportsmen have aLso 
made their contribution 
to the English language. 
(No, it's not what you're 
thinking—the word 
‘boycott’ does not get its 
present meaning from 
the controversial former 
English cricketer Geoff 
Boycott.) On 6 May, 

1954 athletic history 
was created by Roger 
Bannister. Superbly 
paced by Chris Brasher 
and Chris Chattaway, he 
became the first person 
to run the mile in under 
four minutes. Soon, the 
phrase ‘to do a Bannis¬ 
ter’ was being used face- 

If a young boy scowls 


tiously for anyone dis¬ 
playing an unusual turn 
of speed. 

Though the exact 
phrase is not used very 
often now, a similar 
phrase with the same 
structure is very com¬ 
mon in modern English. 
The only difference is 
that the appropriate 
name of a contemporary 
person replaces that of 
Bannister. If a young 
boy scowls and yells at 
just about everyone and 
everything, you could 
say ‘he is doing a McEn¬ 
roe ’ On the other hand 
(wonder where that 
came from) if somebody 
climbs over peoples’ 
heads and into the 
stands (after winning) 
you could say ‘he’s doing 
a Cash’. If somebody 
gets involved in a scan¬ 
dal just when he is on 
the way up you could 
say ‘he has done a Gary 
Hart’. The list is endless. 

Then there is the word 
‘handicap’. Today refer¬ 
ring to anything that is 

and yells at just about 


likely to lessen one’s 
chances of success as 
well as ‘suffering with a 
disability’, it was origi¬ 
nally exclusively sport¬ 
ing in context. Now you 
have ‘handicap races’ 
and ‘handicap tourna¬ 
ments’, but the origin of 
the word can be traced 
back to a corruption of 
the phrase ‘hand in 
cap’—which refers to the 
drawing of lots out of a 
hat or a cap. 

A common expression 
in contemporary En¬ 
glish is ‘to win hands 
down' It simply means 
to win easily The ex¬ 
pression was originally 
used in horse racing. 
When a jockey feels that 
his mount is coasting to 
an easy victory and 
there is no need for him 
to use the whip cr even 
urge the horse any 
more, he relaxes his grip 
on the reigns, he wins 
with his hands down. 
The usage spread and 
today you can even win 
an election hands down. 

English has even pin¬ 
ched expressions from 
the boxi.ng ring. When a 
trainer feels his fighter 
isn’t fit enough to carry 
on the fight, he throws 
in a towel from his cor¬ 
ner. Which means that 
he has ‘given up’ or ‘sur- 


Khan or Kapil Dev, the 
two deadliest exponents 
of the yorker. are aware 
of the oi'igui of the word 
■yorkei'”^ A delivery that 
pitches in the block hole 
or directly under the 
bat, a yorker is so called 
because it is said to have 
been developed in York¬ 
shire-a county which 
takes its cricket very 
seriously. Even the best 
of batsmen have difficul¬ 
ty in handling a good 
yorker and to^y 
word is someypres 
as a metaojilTOafeflome- 
thing v^JjTMBtt^ard to 
deal with. 


everyone and everything, you could say ‘he is 
doing a McEnroe’ 


rendered’. Boxing’s 
Queensbury rules’ say 
that a lighter cannot hit 
the other below the belt. 
If you do, it goes against 
you. Similarly if you 
attack somebody (verbal¬ 
ly or otherwise) unfairly 
you would be ‘hitting 
him below the belt.’ 

And if you did some- 
thing which you 
shouldn’t have or is not 
within the normal rules 
of decency, you could 
have someone turnihg 
around and telling you: 
“Excuse me, but that’s 
not cricket!” 

Baity O'Brian 







When the king comes 
A legend springs to life.. 


True,there are many remarkable Jewels 
In India’s diadem of festivals. But ONAM 
Is unique and different and absolutely 
unforgettable It personifies Kerala and 
Its people 

There win be KATHAKAU by lamplight, 
there win be the dynamism and sinous 
grace of kalaripavattu (martial arts), 
the !5NAKEB0AT races will pump up the 
adrenalin, while the sheer beauty of 
MOHINIATTOM uplifts the spirit 

TOURISM WEEK, the annually celebrated 
gala affair, will be inaugurated on Sept¬ 
ember 2 Though the major items like 
the fabulous pageant will be organised 
In the cajMtal city of Trivandrum, many 
equally important and attractive eve- 
nts are being organised In Emakulam 
and Calicut Tourism Week Celebrations 
will be held In every district of Kerala. 

The celebrations will not Just highlight 
the local talent, but will also feature 
well- known artistes from all over India, 
and will Include folk dances and class¬ 
ical music concerts Tourism Week will 
be an event long remembered with jor 
and delight' Not to be missed at 
any cost 

Tourism Week-Be there 
when Kerala bares her soui t 
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Good times that last a lifetime. 



Time stood still even as the moments 
ticked by! Till your friends had to 
remind you that It was time—to a 
move on 1 ^ 


WATCHES 

HANDWOUND •AUTOMATIC 
_ QUARTZ _ 

Timekeepers to the Nation 
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The Glucon-D Superhero. 


Full of energy, 
even on a hot, 
tiring day. 
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On a hot, tiring day.your child needs 
Glucon-D the instant energy drink with 
glucose, vitamin D and calcium 
phosphates 

Taken in juice, milk, tea, coffee or 
water, Glucon-D is a refreshing drink for 
the whole family Available in 100,200, 
500 gm packs 


Glucon-D^ 

The energy drink of the Superhero 
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8 India sent a 
nine member 
team to 

Sinffapore for the Asian 
Track and Field 
Championships There 
were mixed 
performances Some 
bad some pood But the 
Chinese proved yet 
apain that they were 
superior to the rest 
Suprakash Ghoshal was 
piesent 


5 The fourth 
Test match 
between 

England and Pakistan at 
Edghaston looked to be 
ending in a tame draw 
Suddenly after lunch on 
the last day things 
livened and England at 
one time looked like 
being in a winning 
position Trevor Bailey 
reports on a dull Test 
that suddenly came to 
life 
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MB' India 

coasted into 
^1^3 semi 

finals of the Davis Cup 
thrashing Israel without 
droppmg a set at £>elhi s 
DLTA courts The tennis 
was not exceptional as 
the Indians made a clean 
sweep RohitBrijnath 
witnessed the Indian 
plunder and Nikhil 
Bhattacharya provided 
the camera coverage 






Shoddiig!! 

R ecently a coaching camp for 
junior players was conducted 
by the National Sports Council at 
the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, 
New Delhi This camp was foi 
those who have been selected for 
the National Sports Soholai ships 
The reports published in the 
newspapers on the facilities 
provided for the boys and girls 
were amazing It was shocking to 
read that those boys and girls 
wore put up in a small passage 
with only a curtain separating 
them Toilet and bathnxim 
facilities were way below standard 
as was the food prtivided Parents 
who had accompanied their 
children for the camp were 
reluctant to let their children 
continue 

If t he reports are true then the 
concerned sports authority 
should look into the matter 
These boys and girls are our 
future prospects and if they are 
treated in a sluxldy manner such 
as this then one cannot blame 
them for losing interest This will 
cost us dearly in the long run 
Today India is proud of her 
athletes like P T Usha. Shiny 
Abraham and Bula Choudhury 
but then five years from now who 
will represent India'^ Not these 
unsatisfied children for sure' 

A V IN ASH J GADKARI 
liombdy 

The Aussie Invasion 

YOUR cover story Cash The King’ 
(Spartsworld 16 21 July) made 
delightful reading As was evident 
from his stei ling performance at 
Wimbledon Cash has finally come 
of age His sensational victory 
over the iron Man’ Lendl signals 
an Aussie comeback in 
Wimbledon 

Watching his game on TV, 1 felt 
that Cash played a better game 
than IiCndl right from the start 
His booming serves and 
scintillating volleys never failed 
And we saw the return of a man 
who fought agaiiKst all odds to 
become the ‘Champion 
At the same time, I would like to 
congratulate Martina her total 
domination over Steffi Graf in the 



* final proved one point—Martina is 
the greatest Although Graf was a 
picture of elegance, she crumbled 
under pressure Steffi has the 
makings of a champion, but she 
will have to mature into one 
AMrr MATHUR. 

Dhanbad 

Too Much For Too Little 

CHILE S crushing 4-0 victory over 
Brazil in the South America’s Cup 
football tour nament gives us one 
more concreU' example of how the 
standard of Brazilian soccer has 
fallen after Pele’s retirement in 
the mid-soventies 

They have been unable to reach 
the final in the last four World 
Cups and their participation in the 
1990 World Cup is also uncertain 

This was the second occasion in 
24 years that Brazil has been 
defeated by a large margin The 
last was in 1963 against Belgium 
(5-1) 

Brazilian soccer needs a major 
face lift If no action is taken then 
we may forget a soccer playmg 
nation called Brazil 
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This decline was rightly 
lamented by another great 
Brazilian footballer, (Person He 
said “At present the Brazilian are 
paid too much for two Uttle" 
SANJAYKAR, 

Allahabad, 

Poor Sunil Refused 

ITS a shame that the M C C 
refused Sunil Gavaskar a free 
ticket for the second Test match 
between Pakistan and England 
that was recently played at Lord’s 

Mihir Bose has lamented 
sometime back that Gavaskar 
happens to be one of the poorest 
paid sportsman according to 
international standards 

Sad, indeed, if it were really so 
But was he that poor that he 
couldn't afford to pay for a Test 
ticket at Lord’s and so had to beg 
for one*? 

PARTHA PRATIMDEB , 

Bombay 

Hats Off To bnran 

HATB off to Imran Khan for 
joining the 300 club, thereby 
becoming the eighth most prolific 
wicket taker in cricket history 
behind Ian Botham, Dennis Lillee, 
Richard Hadlee, Bob Willis, Lance 
Gibbs, Kapil Dev and Fred 
Trueman 

The third Test which Pakistan 
won comprehensively by an 
innings and 18 runs at Leeds, 
Headingley. with almost two full 
days remainiiig, will be 
remembered for Imran's fiery pace 
bowling 

He pulverised the England 
batting linc-up by capturing a 
rich haul of 10 for 77, over the two 
England innings However, the 
credit for this great victory also 
goes to the members of his team, 
who showed their prowess in all 
departments of the game 

Imran’s presence on the field 
provides a new vigour and spirit 
in the Pakistan team Moreover, 
Imran has a major hand m 
building the nucleus of the team 

Smee he IS m good form, one 
hopes that he gives up his decision 
to retire after the Reliance Cup, 
and continues to play for a few 
more years, before finally saying 
good-bye to the game 
MD SABIR Nl^AT, 

Ouwahati 



Edgbaston Test 


Great Finish To 
Indifferent Test 


Trevor Bailey reports on the Fourth 
Pakistan-England Test match 




T he Edgrbaston Test 

underlined yet again that 
famous cliche, “the 
glorious uncertainties of 
cricket ” For four and a third days 
out of the five, the match had 
drifted slugglishly along and had 
contained httle to remember, 
apart from two workmanlike 
centuries by Mudassar Nazar and 
Mike Gattmg, a good spell by 
Graham Dilley, and an inspired 
one from Imran Khan Then after 
lunch on the fmal day, when the 
game appeared to have completely 
died, it came very much to life to 
provide a tremendous finish and 
great excitement until the last 
over The sad feature was the 
chmax was seen by so few 
spectators 

Pakistan went contentedly mto 
limch on last day with the 
scoreboard reading 73 for 1 and 
no inkhng of the disasters w'iM.h 
were to come These were the 
result of a fine spell by Foster 
who was well supported by 
Botham Togrether, this pair 
created panic m the ranks of the 
inexperienced tourists because 
they bowled as if they believed 
they would take wickets, as they 
shthered to 116 for 6 and what 
then appeared certain defeat At 
this juncture the determined 
Imran found a resolute partner in 
Salim Yousuf, but in the last over 
before tea, the keeper was caught 
driving at Edmonds It would be 
difficiilt to imagine a stroke more 
out of context 

The Pakistan captain and his 
tail managed to reach a total of 
205, which would surely have 
been less, if Foster, easily the most 
menacing bowler, had opened 
immediately after the interval 
instead of Dilley This left 
England requiring 124 to win m 
18 overs A difficult, though not 
impossible target, but much more 
demandmg than in a limited overs 
game, when the fielding side 
cannot have everyone back on the 
boundary and the interpretation 
of what constitutes a wide is • 

entirely different It is also hard to 
average more than six luns per 
over against Imian and Akiain 

Foster has proved through this 
series that he is the most effective 
bowler in the English team 



but 1 think it would have been 
done, if England had not lost so 
many wickets. Personally, I would 
have liked to have seen Broad 
open with Botham, who after his 
bowling was clearly in the mood 
and to have kept back Robinson 
and Athey, in case the charge 
faltered or failed 
Having won the toss Mike 
Oatting invited Pakistan to take 
strike on a pitch which, though it 
had been covered was, after a 
week of almost continuous rain, 
still slightly damp. Unfortunately 
for him, the hope for early life and 
movement never materialised, so 
that within an hour he had turned 
to his two spinners, a distinctly 
unusual sight on the first 
morning of a Test match. 

Although Edmonds and Emburey 
were tidy, rather than menacing, 
the former did account for Shoaib 
Mohammad, who, completely out 
of character, was caught 
attempting an ambitious lofted off 
drive. 

Strangely, Ian Botham who 
swings the ball more than either j 
Dilley or Foster was not brought I 


Botham tries to figure out what to 
do as Mudassar and Javed 
Miandad buildup a useful 
partnership 

on until after lunch Mudassar 
capitalised on having the 
opportunity to bat on a slow.easy 
paced pitch by occupying the 
crease for the entire day, 
finishing with an undefeated 102 . 
His second partner, Mansoor 
Akhtar, was bowled by Foster and 
in the final session Dilley had 
Javed Miandad Ibw for 75. After a 
shaky start, including a chance in 
the slips, Miandad’s innings was 
the highlight of a colourless day. 

Rain prevented play until 1.30 
pm. on the second day, but the 
added hour meant that not too 
much time was lost. And several 
events took place which surpirsed 
me. Gatting, who had two 
spinners, chose to ignore them 
until the final session by which 
time a big total had become 
inevitable. In complete contrast, 
he gave Botham a marathon spell 
despite his being the least 
penetrative member of the attack. 


When put on again at the end of 
the day he was no more than a 
friendly medium. 

Pakistan seemed more 
concerned in Salecm Yousuf 
reaching a century than pressing 
for what was always appeared an 
improbable victory on this lifeless 
pitch. Otherwise, they would have 
had at least an hour's bowling at a 
tired England that evening. 

Graham Dilley, who had been 
unimpressive on the previous day, 
bowled very well; Foster was 
below his best; and Botham toiled. 
Nevertheless, for a short period 
after Graham had removed Raiparn 
Malik and Imran with successive 
deliveries, it seemed possible that 
Pakistan might not reach 300, 
which would have brought 
England back into the game. This 
was something they scarcely 
deserved, as it followed one of the 
more bizarre incidents. Once 
^ain the umpires had difficulty 
in deciding the difference between 
playable, and fit to play, and came 
off for bad light. Shortly after 
everyone had disappeared in the 
pavilion the light improved and 







the umpires returned to the 
middle. But. much to the ’ 

annoyance of the crowd who had 
not been pleased by their original 
departure, they were not 
accompanied by the England team 
who were busy watching Ascot on 
television in the dressing room. 

After four minutes of farce, 
Messrs Whitehead and Meyer, still 
alone, decided it had again become 
too dark and went back to the 
pavilion. The official explanation 
was that the players had not been 
informed by the lunpires and 


Getting answered his critics with 
a patient century 

though true, was hardly a real 
excuse. 

When play was eventually 
resumed, the England team took 
an unnecessarily long time 
coming out which did not help 
matters. The Notts openers. Broad 
and Robinson resumed their 
partnership of the previous 
evening with 18 runs already on 
the board. They progressed 
steadily and with few problems to 


119, when the former fished once 
too often outside the off stump 
and was caught behind off Imran 
in mid afternoon, for 54, who soon 
after bowled Atheyfor for o. 

At tea, England were 155 for 2 
with Robinson SO and Gower 
looking very comfortable. But 
immediately after the interval 
Robinson departed without 
addition almost rupturing himself 
to reach a near wide. There were 
no further alarms until the arrival 
of the second new ball. Gower 
elegantly strolled the odd one to 
all parts of the ground. Getting 
pulled anything short to the 
boundary and together former 
captain and succesor avoided the 
follow on. Then Imran Khan, 
armed with the new ball, 
demonstrated why he is among 
the best fast bowlers in the world 
on a plasticine pitch. He found 
Gower’s outside edge with one 
that swing late, shattered the 
stumps of nightwatchman, 

French, and almost had Botham. 
Having survived, the England 
allrounder launched a counter 
attack in the few overs remaining. 

When the match was resumed 
after the weekened, everything 
suggested a draw, but a big lively 
partnership between Gatting and 
Botham could put Pakistan under 
some pressure. Conversely, a 
Pakistan breakthrough would do 
likewise to England. The Botham 
blast did not last long as he was 
caught and bowled mishooklng 
Akram, but Gatting found 
another partner in Emburey. 
Together they took their team to 
safety, Emburey finished with 58 
which included an 
unconventional six over cover, 
while Gatting’s century was a 
combination of watchful defence 
ana controlled aggression. The 
England tail wagged which 
helped to acquire a useful lead, 
but their bowlers were unable to 
take any wickets before stumps, 
so that both teams arrived for the 
last day convinced that the only 
outcome would be a boring draw. 

It must be said that neither team 
looked particularly interested in 
the first session, when the bowlers 
appeared to be going through the 
motions without conviction while 
the batting lacked real conviction. 







SPOT REPORT 


Half-hearted campaign 

Suprakash Ghoshal reviews the Indian performance at the Singapore 

Asian Track & Field Meet 


T he horizon of Indian hope at 
Singapore was remarkably 
limited There were only nine 
athletes in the Indian contingent 
indicating in a way the stagnation 
that IS afflicting Indian athletics 
at the moment while the range of 
challenge and competition offered 
hy the leading other nations of the 
continent was awesome Most of 
them had far gi eater number of 
participants, better pi eparation 
and an impressive crop of young 
athletes to provide support to 
their established and veteran 
colleaigues, and at the same time 
gain valuable international 
experience 

In contrast, with limited 
participation Indiajiad the 
reputation of their top athletics 
stars at stake There was hardly 
anyone who stood a chance for 
surprise success Instead India 
was constantly haunted by the 
spectre of being upstaged, her top 
stars constantly facing the 
prospect of being dislodged from 
even their pet and winning events 
The prognosis of iailui e was 
always greater than the chances 
of success The ei earn of Indian 
athletics lay exposed to the 
unknown unpredictable might of 
the continent s other athletics 
powers in the east as well as from 
the gulf states Foi India 
Singapore ’87 proved quite a 
nerve>wracking expei lence 
haunted by the feai of losing 
whatever little she had gained 
The greatest concern obviously 
surrounded our first lady P T 
Usha Being i egai ded as the only 
hope of a nation’s attiletics 
aspirations has given Usha an 
uneasy tightrope existence The 
pressure is constantly on her, the 
pressure of not having the liberty 
to falter even foi once the 
pressure of having to push herself 
to the extremes of hei powers to 
keep a nation’s hopes alive 
At Singapore her campaign 

P.T Usha downward trend? 


began with the 100m, perhaps, 
the toughest of all the races that 
she ran There was the Philipinio 
Lydia de Vega running in the 


lane next to hers and she had that 
instantaneous, muscular burst of 
speed nght at the moment of the 
gunfire, a quality which was 



digrhtly mlselng in the style of 
P.T. Usha. There was a split 
second difference in the opening 
strides of the two athletes that 
tilted the verdict in Lydia’s favour 
in the lOOm, and Usha's 
Singapore experience started on a 
low-key silver performance. 

Strangely, Usha had some 
problem with her steu*t in almost 
all the races that she ran, 
including her favourite 4x400m 
hurdles. And Usha had the 
premonition of it right in her first 
race against suxh-rival Lydia de 
Vega. 

Lydia had problems too, though 
not with her technique. Her left 
knee was still to recover from the 
strain of the hard training that 
she said she had been through 
before boarding her flight to 
Singapore. The training was 
short, and hence of utmost 
hardship, as if the lack of time 
could be made up by harder work. 
Lydia regretted that she was not 
exactly following a well-thought 
out schedule in preparation for 
this meet. 

Although the injury did not 
trouble her in the 100m, it 
afflicted her with a vengeance in 
the relay events, where 
Philippines put up a dismal 
performance, with Lydia 
completely failing to approach 
anywhere near her actual form. 

But it was understandable, that 
the wear and tear of her glorious 
efforts in the 100m and 200m 
would by now cause an achilees 
heel to her. The burst of pure 
spontaneous speed, aided by 
flawless technique that she 
showed in the 100m rose to a more 
spectaujular level iu the 200m 
where Lydia set an Asian Games 
record clocking 23.38, which 
eclipsed Usha’s Seoul timing of 
23.44 secs 

’Xliis (»rtainly indicated how 
Lydia de Vega's form since the 
Asian Games at Seoul has been on 
the upswing while, in contrast, 
P.T. Usha’s overall performances 
have shown an unmistakable 
downward trend. In none of her 
events have Usha been able to 
equal her own marks, set earlier 
at Seoul, let alone making new 

Aswini Naoohappa: 
great performance 


records for herself even in her 
most fkvourite events. 

This trend of decline was 
slightly reversed only in the 
women’s 4 X400m relay, where 
thanks to an excellent 
performance by Aswini 
Nacchappa and Shiny Abraham, 
P.T. Usha had little trouble 
putting the finishing touch to the 
race as anchor person. 


Perhaps, in a way, the 
improvement reflected some 
credit on the young Aswini 
Nacchappa who replaced the 
formless and luckless M.D. 
Valsamma who did an excellent 
job as part of the relay quartet at 
Seoul. 

Though slightly built, Aswini 
Nacchappa exudes athleticism 
and going by her performances, 

Kumar 






she certainly has features in 
her style that need to be honed, 
but the gift oi raw speed that 
nature has endowed her with, has 
given her an instantaneous 
takeoff at the starting point, and a 
consistent fluid burst of pace 
throughout her race Even when 
an experienced Ueha could not 
give herself a satisfactory start in 
most of her races. Nacchappa 
excelled all along, especially the 
relays where she set the 
momentum lor her colleagues to 
run an excellent race Aswini 
Nacchappa is a waft of fresh air m 
the stagnatmg world of Indian 
athletics 

Stagnation seems to be the 
affliction of Shiny Abraham too 
Whether it has been induced by 
lack of dedication is difficult to 
diagnose, but Shiny Abraham no 
longer retains the capabihty to do 
her difficult 800m race without 
running out of breath 

Shmy’s moment of consolation, 
however, come when she did an 
excellent job in the 4x400m relay 
Taking the cue from Aswini 
Nacchappa, Shiny gave an 
upward thrust to the gathering 
momentum, carrying the baton on 
the third lap, with style, aplomb, 
and by the time the baton went to 
Usha, the relay gold had for all 
practical purposes been won by 
India 

Yes, it must be said that overall, 
the Indian effort at Singapore has 
been regrettably half-hearted, 
except for a few sporadic effort by 
people like Vandana Shanbagh, 



Bahadur Singh* lack of 
confidence 

who ran the best of her life to win 
the silver m the 400m, while the 
disappomtment caused by a 
veteran hke Balwmder Singh was 
tormentmg 

Balwmder Singh was certainly 
capable of heaving the iron ball at 
a better distance than 17 SBm. 
although he had done 17 92 at 
Delhi durmg the selection for the 
Singapore meet Though the 
Indian coaches tried to attribute 
the failure to Balwindei ‘s lark of 
confidence being pitted against 
the challenging Chinese, the 
argument did not hold good with 


Medals tally 

G. 

8. 

e. 

T. 

Chma 

21 

13 

8 

42 

Qatar 

S 

2 

1 

8 

Japan 

4 

7 

7 

16 

S Korea 

3 

7 

4 

14 

India 

3 

3 

1 

7 

Philippines 

2 

0 

0 

2 

N. Korea 

1 

0 

4 

8 

Oman 

' 1 

0 

0 

1 

Tiiwan 

0 

4 

10 

14 

Malaysia 

0 

2 

2 

4 

indonasia 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Kuwait 

0 

1 

0 

1 

frah 

0 

0 

1 

1 


0 

0 

1 

1 


the shot putter being the most 
experienced member m the entire 
Indian contmgent, apaurt from 
being the reignmg Asian 
champion m his event 

If experience does not give one 
confidence, nothing does And if 
veterans hke Balwmder fall victim 
to mconfldenoe. the Ahmed 
Ibrahims should be regarded as 
supermen 

This young Qataxi is only 20 
years He does not cross the 
border of his country off and on 
Livmg his life within the confines 
of his army barrack, Ahmed 
Ibrahim was like a village boy 
thrust suddenly into the cauldron 
of a top class international 
competition 

Yet, not only did he ran the most 
spectacular race of the meet, after 
compatriot Talal Mansour’s 100m 
and 200m blitzkreig, he enjoyed 
himself thoroughly as well In the 
characteristic Qatari tashion 
Ahmed Ibrahim did not mind 
losing a few valuable seconds of 
his race, just to wave at his 
teammates m the stands, when he 
found himself darting for the 
finish line ahead of others THis 
was the outburst of pure 
spontaneous, athletic spirit The 
celebration of man’s effort to 
achieve excellence 

Excellence was more important 
a thing to the Qataris and the 
Chinese than any one else The 
Chmese brought a bigger 
contingent than the g^lf nation 
and obviously won much more 
medals than the Qataris, but it 
was the Talal Mansur and his 
flriends who provided the most 
interestmg aspect of this most 
talented athlete of this contment 
has been making hews for some 
tune, the Qataris as a nation are 
likely to make more waves m 
world athletics circles in the 
commgdays Andsmcethe 
Qatans believe that the gulf 
countries are all one and the same, 
the success of Talal Mansur a m d 
his friends, includmg the lanky 
Omam TV technician Moha mm ed 
Ah Malki will certainly provide a 
tremendous impetus to the 
mighty west Asian nations to 
offer a stiff challenge to their 
counterparts on the other extreme 
of this contment 
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The Results 


Men 


Women 


1. Taial Manzoor (Qatar) 10.41 sec. 

2. Chen Hstn-fu (Taiwan) 10.56. 

3. UTao (China) 10.57. 


1. Taial Manzoor (Qatar) 20.71 sec. 

2. Ljl^eng (China) 

3. Chen Hsln*fu (Taiwan). 


1. Mohd. Amer Al Malki (Oman) 45.77 sec. 

2. Nordin Mohd. Jadi (Malaysia) 

3. Yoshito Toyada (Japan). 

WimilwiIlM: 

1. Shigenori Omori (Japan) 50.09 sec. 

2. JasTm Al-Duwefla (Kuwait); 

3. Nasser Maho Ahmed (Qatar). 


1. Esmael Mohd. Yousuf (Qatar) 1 min. 47.81 sec. 

2. Tae Kyung-Ryu (South Korea) 1:48.00. 

3. R. Harldoss (Malaysia) 1:48.27. 


1. Duan Xiuquan (China) 3 mins. 45.11 secs. 

2. Shigeki Nakayama (Japan) 

3. Yutaka Hoshino (Japan). 

S.INm: 

1. Ahman Ebrahlrn (Qatar) 14 mins. 09.29 s€sc. 

2. Yoshiaki Iwasa (Japan) 

3. Cai Shanyan (China) 

II km. walk: 

1. An Limei (China) 52 mins. 40.21 secs 

2. Yuki Nanbu (Japan) 

3. Hvun Joo-Park (South Korea). 

Wlklamii: 

1. Liu Vupeng (China) 2.24m; 

2. Myun Uk-Cho (South Korea) 

3. Ramjit Nairu (Malaysia). 


1. Won Jin Kim (South Korea) 8.00 m; 

2. Uu Yuhuang (China); 

3. Wang SWjie (China). 


1. Takahiro Yamada (Japan) 72.62 m. 

2. Frans Mahuse (Indonesia) 

3. ^ Zhanzheng (China). 

IhailkN: 

1. Ma Younfeng (China) 16.32m 

2. Qong Yitian (China) 

3. Sahmnder Singh (India) 17.56m 

PriafNik 

t. Liang Xueran (China) 5.3Sm new meet record. 
TeniNsa Karni\« (Japan) 

Otni Jiin Shoe! (Taipei). 


IMm: 

1. Lydia De Vega (Philippines) 

2. P.T. Usha (India) 11.74. 
S.Tain Yumei (CNna) 11.76. 


11.43 sec. 


1. Lydia Oe Vega (Philippines) 23.38 sec 

2. Pan Welxin (China) 

S.Hiromi Isozaki (Japan) 


1. P.T. Ushai(lndia) 52.31 sec. 

2. Vandana Shanbag (India) 

3. Xie Zhiling (China). 

lllmilwiliBS: 

1. Feng Yinghua (China) 13.56 sec. 

2. Chen Wen Ing (Taiwan). 

3. Wang shu Hwa (Taiwan). 

4eBm kurdtas: 

1. P.T. Usha (India) 56.48 secs 

2. Chan Fen Hua (Taiwan); 

3. Hitomi Koshimoto (Japan) 


1. Se Bum-choi (South Korea) 2 min. 05.11 secs. 

2. Jiang ShuKng (China) 2 min. 05.21 secs. 

3. Lim Chun-ae (South Korea) 2 min. 05.39 secs. 


1. U Weinan (China) 56.10 (Asian championship record); 

2. Wang Dao Ming (China); 

3. MansourGhorbani (Iran). 


1. Kim Chun-mae (North Korea) 9 min. 17.19 secs. 

2. Zhat^ Xiuyun (China) 

3. Kim Ryon-sun (North Korea). 

II km walk: 

1. An Limei (China) 52 mins. 40.21 sec. 

2. Yuki Nanbu (Japan) 

3. Park Hyun-joo (South Korea). 

Wakimw: 

1. Dong Yu Ping (China) 1.83m. 

2. Ma Miaolan (China). 

3. Jung Mr Ji (Korea). 

Laai lump 

1. Wang Zhihui (China) 6.70m 

2. Liao Wenea (China) 

3 Li Yong Ae (North Korea) 

Skotpm: 

1. Cong Yuzhen (China) 18.17 m. 

2. Ml Sun-choi (Korea). 

3. Lee Chin Hua (Taiwan). 

Dlsmis: 

1. Xing Arlan (China) 56.08 m 

2. Hye Young Jung (South Korea). 

3. Juliana Effendy (Indonesia). 


1. Li Baolian (China) €0.12 meters;' 

2. Lee Hui Chen (Taiwan}; 

3. Naomi TokuyEuna (Japan). 


1. Dong Yu Plng^(Chlna)60.; 

2. Ma Miaolan (China); 

3. Wang Shu Hwa (Taiwan). 


.36 points (Asian record); 
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F€fCUS 

Lessms Ftam Losses 


T here aren’t going 
to be too many 
readers agreeing 
with me when I say 
this, but losing the 100 
metres so convincingly 
to Lydia de Vega at the 
Asian Track and Field 
Championships in 
Singapore may just be 
the best thing that’s 
happened to P.T. Usha 
and Indian athletics. 

Getting left behind at 
the start itself, Usha was 
never in that race. That 
she eventually finished 
second only speaks 
volumes of her natural 
talent and fighting 
qualities. But what it 
also did was to drill into 
her head that it was not 
worth wasting time on 
the sprints. Perhaps she 
realised this, 
withdrawing from the 
200m after running a 
few obligatory strides in 
the heat. 

This has been a bone of 
contention between 
Usha and me for a long 
time now Risking 
irritation, I have kept 
harping on her 
insistance on running 
so many events It is the 
400ra hurdles that she 
should concentrate on. 
Not the 100s, 200s, 

400s, 4x100 relay and 
4x400 relay What is the 
use of running so many 
events when you know 
that there is no scope at 
the top? It IS only in the 
400m hurdles that Usha 
has any chance of 
making it. and if she 
blows it by running so 
many other events, it 
would be tragic. 

The signs aren’t 
looking too good in her 
pet event either. Having 
planned to peak at the 

S rld Championships at 
ne, Usha went into 


the Singapore meet with 
a 8ub-55 second time in 
mind. Win she did. 
There was never any 
doubt of that. But not 
before she had given us 
enough signs to hit the 
panic button 

The 8ub-55 second 
timing did not 
materialise. She clocked 


a slow 56.48. And to 
make matters even 
worse, she ran poorly. 
Running in bursts, she 
almost stumbled at the 
seventh hurdle, having 
to check her stride And 
this, in a race where she 
herself knew there was 
no one to even challenge 
her. 

She is also aware that 


the best in the world are 
running in the 53 
second region. The 
Stepanovas and Busohs 
are going to be there at 
Rome and it is 
improbable that Usha 
can knock off three 
seconds from her 
current timing in the 
space of a month. 

This state of affairs to 
a considerable extent, 
can be attributed to her 
insistence on running so 
many events. She’s 
human after aU. Every 
nm, and the sprints are 
fiercely competitive all 
over, takes a little out of 
her. A precious little 
that might just make the 
vital difference in the 
main event. Now, after 
losing to De Vega twice 
in a row, at the Seoul 
Asian Games and this 
meet at Singapore, Usha 
seems to have accepted 
that the sprints are 
simply not worth it. 
Thank God. 

Another person we 
have to spare a thought 
for is Shiny Abraham. 
Going into this meet 
with an all-consuming 
desire to make amends 
for her mistake at the 
Asian Games, she must 
have been quite 
desperate to win and 
re-assert her position as 
the top 800m runner in 
Asia. And 
understandably so. 
Hadn’t she well and 
truly trounced everyone 
at Seoul? Eventually, it 
had taken a technical 
foul-up to defeat her . 

If the Asian Games 
was a heart-wrenching 
affair, then this meet 
was shock treatment. 
Getting totally 
flummoxed by the Bight 
of others making the 
pace. Shiny decided to 



12 


AisociRMd Prass 




put things in order. She 
took over But it was an 
effort made too early 
and when the runners 
eventually turned for 
home, there was 
nothing she could do. 
Lacking the strength to 
make the final burst, she 
; bounced about on the 
turbulent wake of three 
runners moving 
smoothly past her to the 
tape. Shiny finished 
fourth. As if that was 
not enough, the person 

Shiny Abraham’s poor 
performance at the 
Asian Track and f^eld 
Championships could be 
attributed to an 
all-ooiuuming desire to 
make amends for her 
Seoul mishap 



Usha bowed to Lydia de 
Vega’s superior pace for 
the second time in a row. 
Maybe this loss will 
make her give up the 
sprints 

to who she’d lost top spot 
was a 15-year-old 
schoolgirl from South 
Korea 

One can only imagine 
the torment this 
big-hearted runner 
must be experiencing. 
Having ruefully 
accepted that she would 
have to always play 
second fiddle to Usha 
when it came to the 
hierarchy of Indian 
athletics, she must have 
been a terribly 
disappointed woman 
when she returned from 


Seoul Sure, the nation 
grieved with her But 
with time, we forget and 
she was left alone to 
fight the demons that 
played that Seoul race 
back for her in vivid 
technicolour. 

Now, after this 
debacle, she must surely 
oe a broken woman And 
again, we feel for her 
But again we will forget 
and move on And Shiny 
will be lef* alone, 
drowning even doejier in 
her misery. 1 icking her 
wounds in lonelme.ss 

It is up to us, as 
Indi.ans, to make sure 
that the picture painted 
above doesn't, ever 
happen 
PradMpPaitl 
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T he international 
panel of umpires 
for the tournament 
isH, D. Bird.D. R. 
Shepard (England); R 
B, Gupta, V. K 
Ramaswamy (India). 
Khizar Hayat, Mahboob 
Shah (Pakistan). A R 
Crafter.D M Archer 
(Australia), S. J 
Woodward (New 
Zealand) and P W 
Vidanagamage (Sri 
I^anka), Reserves: D N. 


Dot!walla, P D. 
Reporter (India), 
Amanullah Khan. 
Khalid Azi'z (Pakistan) 
MOST of the foreign 
exchange worth El 8 
million, which will be 
spent in co-hosting 
tlie tournament will bo 
recovered from 
television rights. The 
television rights will be 
vested with the Board of 
Control for Cricket in 
India (BCei). The BBC 
has contracted to pay 


E1.50 lakhs. New 
Zealand E90.000 (mateh 
highlights only) and the 
West Indies £1.30 lakhs 
(for all the matches 
featuring the West 
Indies and the semis and 
finals). 

The Board expects to 
get the maximum 
amount of money from 
the Australian Channel 
Nine. ■ 

Some other countries 
have also signed 
television contracts and 
the Board claims that all 
expenses of the World 
Cup have been ensured. 


Eden Gardens, Calcutta,, 
the venue for the final, is 
under renovation. The 
entire pavilion is being 
redone and the stands 
are being covered. 
Calcutta has also set up 
a committee to help 
beautity the city 


$u); Dhordarshan have 
sb far not agreed to pay 
the Boaii'd anything for 
telecasting the matches. 
■ PETER LUSH and 
Micky Stewart have been 
named to tour manager 
igid cricket manager of 
the England team on 
thfefe winter tour. The 
a^dous tour programme 
includes the World Cup, 
followed by a three-Test 
series in Pakistan. The 
t^am fly home for 
Christmas and then set 
off for a three-Test series 
in New Zealand, which 
also includes the 
Bicentennial Test in 
Sydney 

Meanwhile, it was 
reported that West 
Indian batsmen Larry 
Gomes. 34, has 
announced his 
retil"ement from Test 
cricket and will not be 
coming for the World 
Cup. 
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By Trishanku 


SULLYPOINT 


T he Shiv 

Sena-Bharabya 
Janata party duo 
were busy keeping 
aocount. the day after 
the most successful 
Bombay bandh 
“236 vehicles burnt, 

14765 vehicles and 
people stoned, 166 
trams stopped, 23 press 
vans damaged, 26 
reporters bashed up,” 
one of them chanted as 
the other went on 
putting the statistics on 
paper 

“Quite a remarkable 
achievement," 1 
congratulated them “Do 
you keep a tally of all 
these details'^” 

The Shiv Sainik 
nodded “It is the order 
of our ’piamukh’, Bal 
Thackersay In the 
history of Maharashtra 
these bandhs will 
become as famous as the 
Dandi March and the 
‘Quit India' movement ” 

TheBJPwallah 
nodded then stretched 
himself "Now, we have 
to plan yet another 
bandh sometime next 
week 1 am sure that will 
be more successful ’ 

"Another bandh, and that too so soon >’ I 
exclaimed ‘ What is the issue this tipie*’Punjab Sn 
Lanka or Gui khaland*^" 

The Shiv Sainik shook his head Fkimethmg 
dearer, closer to the peoples’ hearts This bandh is 
over our pride and joy, Sunil Gavaskai ’ 

"That IS something new,” I said “What 
happened’” 

■The BJPwallah snorted “Haven’t you heard about 
the insult that Gavaskar suffered at ‘ole blighty’ 
Recently, when he was in England, a friend of his 
telephoned Lord’s asking for a complimentary ticket 
for Gavaskar for the Test match agamst Pakistan 
And the authorities would not oblige ” 

“How terrible' What a horrendous deed' We must 
have several bandhs for this," I said 
The Shiv Saimk nodded “And the authorities had 
the gumption to state that there was no convention 
to issue invitations to anyone Do they bi icket 
Gavaskar with ‘anyone’’” he snarled 
"But why didn’t Gavaskar buy his own ticket if he 
wanted to see the match’” I asked 
“What a foolish question," said the BJP'vallah 
“Don’t you know that Gavaskar has not spent 
anything ftom his own pocket for his 


personal expenses since 
March 23.1678 Do you 
thmk he should break 
this convention just 
because the MCC does 
not have decency to have 
any convention'” 
“Certainly not.” I said 
“What kind of bandh do 
you propose to avenge 
this msult’” I asked 
“Total, totally total,” 
chorused the BJP-Sena 
duo “’Trams, buses, 
planes, hospitals, 
milkvans, press, water 
essential and 
non-essential services 
everything will be 
closed Then he added. 
But if Gavaskar and his 
family want to move 
about we will make 
arrangements They are 
exempted from the 
bandh ’ I nodded 
' It s a convention ’’ 
said the Shiv Sainik 
“During the last Bombay 
bandh, Gavaskar landed 
from London and found 
everything paralysed 
But we spotted him, 
arranged for special 
tiansport gave him a 
police escort and sent 
him home with sirens 
wailing ” 

“A deed well done ’ I said 
A couple of points ’ said the Shiv Sainik We 
have demanded that the MCC give a ‘Pei manent 
Pass’ to Sunil Gavaskar and his family, something 
like the railway pass that Madhavrao Scindia gave 
him, so that they can watch any Teat in England at 
anytime, free of cost If the MCC does not oblige 
within three days, we will lay siege to the Bi itish 
Council and the Deputy High Commissioner’s 
office ” I 

“Good tactics,” I said | 

“We are also collecting a fund to avenge the l 

insult," the BJPwallah said And God save those who | 
do not pay'’The fund will be used to send Gavaskar i 

and family first class to and back from England and ^ 
watch the next Test match against Pakistan m style l 
The Britishers will then know how much we care for i 
Gavaskar ” ' 

“A noble gesture,” 1 said "Let me say once again I 
that the idea of the bandh on this issue is really ' 

touching ” 

The BJP-Sena duo looked modest "Our only wish 
18 that when Gavaskar and the Professions I , 

Management Group do a TV serial on ‘Great Bandhs 
Of My Time’, they will give us due credit J 
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OPINION 


Reliance Cup 

Who Should Defend Hie Tifle? 

India are the defending champions. What should be 
the Indian side for the title defence? And who should 

lead? 


T I IE question doing- the 
I’ounds IS not who will be 
selei ted to repieaent India in 
IheHehctnceCup That will 
t onie later First t lungs first who 
will select the teani'^ The ‘old’ 
selcK’tiun coiiiniittee headed by 
Ilanumant Hingh'^ Or the ‘new’ 
one which is yet to be selected 
itsi'ir? 

Hunumant Singh himself is in 
the dark And so ai-e we all Ours, 
we are told, is not to reason why 
Therefore all you can do is wait 
patiently for the Board of Control 
for Cricket in India to take its time 
and keep everybody, including 
themselves, g uessing 
Zimbabwe, New Zealand and 
Australia the other three teams in 
Group A, have already formed 
their 14 In the other group. 

West Indies have named their 
side England and Pakistan are 
obviously waiting for the end of 
the senes to announce their 
U-ams That leaves only the Sn 
1 .anka ns and us Even the former 
are one step ahead of us, havmg 
named their captain (Duleep 
Mendis) several weeks ago 
Whenever and whoever chooses 
the team it isn t going to be the 
easiest of select ions The reason 
being the only thing to judge 
players by is going to be past 
performance And except for a 
liandful of cricketers who are in 
the thn'k of c'lub or county cricket 
in England, the majority have to 
rely only on off season training to 
keep t hem going 
That lx>ing the case, there are 
going to be a whole lot of varying 
opinions But then, what’s new' 

Of the 1 4 who were in the 
Prudential Cup squad four years 
ago, only five are t ertam to have 
the opportunity to defend the 
title Gavaskar, Srikkanth, Kapil 
Dev, Vengsarkar and Shastn 

i¥ T 


Besides those five there are two 
others who will find a place in the 
squad no matter who chooses t lie 
side Maninder Singh, now a 
mature left arm spinner with the 
ability to contain and the courage 
to attack and Azharuddin. 


though still struggling to perfect 
the nudges which keep the singles 
ticking, has the strokes to win his 
place in the side Both these 
young men have the added 
responsibility of doing most of the 
I'unning in the out-ficld and could 
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even wm selection only for their 
fielding' 

That leaves seven places filled 
and seven to go It has been a 
recent trend to select a 
batsman-wicketkeeper rather 
than a wicketkeeper batsman The 
Aussies did it with Wayne 
Phillips England followed suit 
with Jack Richards We preferred 
Chandrakant Pandit to the rest loi 
the majority of one day games we 
have played in the last year But 
more often than not, the 
experiment has failed There can 
be only one conclusion Play with 
your best wicketkeeper unless you 
have someone who is only a shade 
inferior behind the wicket but 


many notches higher when it 
c*omes to batting That means 
eliminate the likes of 
Chandrakant Pandit That leaves 
Kiran More Sadanand Viswanath 
and Syed Kirmani 
There are many who feel that it 
IS time to bi ing back the 
ever smiling, always dependable 
SyedKirmani The point is, 
sentiments apart you must agree 
that Kirmani well into his 
thir ties might j ust feel the strain 
of a long tournament Add to that 
the fact that the veteran has not 
been keeping regular ly for 
Karnataka and one wonders 
whether you can leally take the 
risk of having everybody s old 


favourite back The only point in 
his favour must however be that 
none of hu> younger challengei s 
have been anything more than the 
adequate when at their best 
The choic e must be between 
Sadanand and More WhiU* both 
appeal equ<illy competent behind 
the wickets Sadanand has the 
edge when at the ci ease It would 
be untan to judge his batting 
abilities going by the one day 
bei les against the Pakistanis Ho 
was invariably at the c tease when 
all was lost oi just the slog overs 
remained Vishy was also under a 
lot of pi essuie knowing fully well 
there were others waiting in the 
wings A confident and 



rejuvenated Vishy would probably 
be the best choice under the 
cii cumstances Coming t o the 
medium pacers w ho will .issist 
Kapil you have Biiiny Kulkarni 
Madan Lai Chetari Shai riia and 
Manoj Piabhakar to chtxise Irom 
Prabhakar was the only Indian 
besides Srikkanth to get a cent ui y 
against the Pakistanis He moic 
than the others is capable of 
wobbling the new ball and must 
therefor e be one up op the rest 
Roger Binny the highest wicket 
taker in the Pr jdential Cup f oui 
year s ago must be included on 
grounds of experience and a liettei 
success rate than theotheis That 
probably leaves Shaima Madan 
and Kulkaini lighting toi one 
spot The first two though gieat 
team men and per jxitual fighter s 
will ptobablj lo*-e out Shai ma 
because he lias not been (it for 
many mont hs and has as a i esult 
been off intei national ci ic ket for 
an extended period and Madan 
because he lacks the bite to be 
effective on slow Indian wickets 
Kulkai ni the fastest of the lot 
could weU be the best bet on an 
unhelpful wicket 
Who would you chcxjse loi the 
third spinners spot’ How much of 
a difference will it really make 
you may well ask Youhav* the 
flat off-spin of Gopal Sharma the 
shghtly more Icxipy off spin of 
Shivlal Yadav and the 


Who will sit m what Gavaskar has 
called the ‘eleotnc chair'’ Shastri 
(left), Kapil (right) or 
Vengrsarkar’ 
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unpredictable leg spin of 
Sivaramakrishnan to choose 
from The fact remains that if a 
battin;^ side succeeds in hitting 
Maninder and Shastri all over the 
ground they will pi’obably do the 
same to any of these three It 
would therefore be a g(K>d idea to 

Azhar has the strokes. His 
problem is the nudgre for a single 


go for the ever-enthusiastic Siva 
Not only is he a bonus on the field, 
but batsm eii tend to make more 
mistakes while facing a leg 
spinner. 

The remaining two places is just 
a matter of taste The only person 
who has made a lasting 
impression from the last, domestic 
season and has not yet been given 
an opportunity, is the all rounder 


from Hyderabad— Arshad Ayub. 
Having scored a century and a 
fifty in the Ranji final against 
Delhi and having the ability of 
sending down reasonably 
restrictive off spin, Ayub seems to 
be the only untried cricketer who 

Sivaramakrishnan should be 
given another opportunity. Qopal 
Sharma and Shi vial Yadav have 
had their’s 
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deserves his big chanee 

And the ideal choice for the 
fourteenth place would bo a man 
who played in all t hree previous 
World Cups, a man who ha.s the 
technique and the application t/' 
steady an innings, the man who 
won the Man of the Match in both 
the semifinals and the final at the 
last Prudential Cup; tlio man who 
can always be called on for an over 
to check the flow of runs and even 
claim an important wicket in the 
process. Mohinder Amarnath. 
Jimmy should play his fourth 
consecutive World Cup, even if 
only by the process of elimination. 

The team would therefore read: 
Gavaskar, Srikkanth, 
Vengsarkar, Azharuddin, Kapil 
Dev, Shastri, Prabhakar, Binny, 
Kulkami, Manmder, Siva, 
Viswanath, Arshad Ayub and 
Mohinder Amarnath. But no 
matter what Indian side you 
choose there can be no denying 
that India can only retain the title 


If Mohinder Amarnath makes it, 
which he should, this will be his 
fourth World Cup 

if they bat and field 
exceptionally well For their 
bowling looks no better than 
mediocre in Indian conditions. 

Our Prudential win was primarily 
due to our medium pacers bowling 
a good line and length and using 
the helpful English conditions to 
thoir advantage Sadly, things 
aren't going to be quite the same 
at home. 

Who would be the most capable 
person to lead this balanced but 
limited side? Gavaskar, who calls 
it the electric chair, has already 
said that he will not sit on it. His 
reasoning being: the man who 
won us the Cup four years ago, is 
still around and therefore 
deserves another shot at it. He 
goes on to logically add: “What 
happens if the ‘new’ captain fails?" 
We would then be looking for 
another change for the winter 


series against the West Indians 
Thei’e can be little doubt that 
Gavaskar is a superior cricket 
thinker when compared to Kapil, 
Vengsarkar or Shastri He is far 
more experienced and now, more 
than ever before, has the maturity 
to motivate his side. As for his 
batting form? It's better than ever. 
If therefore you were looking for 
the best man to lead the side for 
the Cup and no more, Sunny 
might just get the nod. The only 
minus point being his own 
reluctance to accept the post 
It would be rather ambitious 
(some say, stupid) to choose a man 
who has never had any experience 
at the international level to lead 
the country for the most 
important tournanieni in the 
cricket calendar. Vengsarkar 
must wait Shastri must learn. 
And Kapil‘S Well, Kapil it must be. 
For better or for worse’ 

Bwry O’Brtwi 
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QUEST COLUMN 


RAIN 


John Arlott, stirred by the drizzly first 
half of the English season , addresses 
himself to cricket’s eternal travelling 
companion 


R ain is the enemy of cricket. 
There are many ancient 
stories of finger-spin 
bowlers rubbing their hands 
at the thought of a coming sticky 
wicket; of Wilfred Rhodes and 
Emmott Robinson disagreeing as 
to precisely when the wet pitch 
would turn sticky. That was in the 
days of uncovered pitches—the 
kind of raw combat that rarely 
occurs nowadays, despite the 
uncovering of pitches, for, while 
they were covered, an entire craft 
was. if not lost, much weakened. 

English cricket was once based 
on the fact that the game was 
often played on ground damaged 
by rain. That, though, is not true 
in West Indies; rarely in Australia; 
and hardly at all in India and 
Pcdcistan. That is to say, in most 
countries other than England, 
when it rains it rains; and that is 
the end of cricket for the day. 

Certainly it is an abiding 
recollection that the 1938 Old 
Trafford Test between England 
and Australia was abandoned 
without a single ball bowled: it 
seemed like an affront to history. 
It is, too, a distant but sharp 
memory that, in 1921, after rain 
had washed out play on the first 
day at Old Trafford—three-day 
Test matches in those 
days—Lionel Tennyson, captain 
of England, declared his innings 
closed just before six on the 
second day. He was promptly told 
by Warwick Armstrong—who had 
been tipped off by his 
wicketkeeper, Sammy 
Carter—that he could not, under 
two-day match rules, leave his 
opponents less than 100 minutes' 
batting on the second; even so, 
they nibbled part-way through a 
third innings by the end of 
Tuesday. 

It is insular, probably, to recall 


England’s, and English, matches 
held up by rain. After all, it is part 
of British life that rain should 
Interfere with anything desirable. 
Midsummer 1987 is a violent 
example. Overaeaa cricket, too, 
tends for British observers to be a 
plethora bf matches invariably 
completed between September and 
Maurch; but that, again, is an 
insular view. 

It is not, though, always fine in 
Aiutralia. Surely the most vivid 
occasion in cricket history of rain 
deciding a match was the first 
Test of 1950-51 in Australia. That 
match is perhaps not sufficiently 
often recalled. On a good Brisbane 
batting wicket, England bowled 
out Australia for 228; only Neil 
Harvey (74) scored more than 50 
and only Ray Lindwall (41) over 
25. Alec Bedser took 4 for 45 and 
Trevor Bailey 3 for 28; it seemed a 
minor English triumph. 

Then the rain came, and it was a 
completely different game. After 
lunch on the third day—when 
play ooiild not begin imtil 1 
pm—20 wickets fell for 102 runs. 
Freddie Brown, captain of 
England, decleured at 68 for 7 to 
get Australia in on the pig of a 
pitch, where the ball roro almost 
vertically not only off a length but 
from the half-voUey. Bill 
Johnston's figures were 5 for 35; 
Keith Miller had 2 for 29; and then 
Australia had to bat on it. 

They had made 32 for 7 when 
Lindsay Hassett, in his turn, 
declared. ■. only Neil Harvey, with 
12, achieved double figures. There 
were some remarkable bowling 
analyses; Bailey had 4 for 22 and 
Alec Bedser 3 for 9. English 
wickets fell as quickly; six down 
for 30, before Len Hutton going in 
at No. 8. played one of the Hnest 
innings ever seen on a bad pitch: 
62 not out in a total of 122, but it 


was not enough to save the match 
and they lost by 70 runs. 

Listening to that news back 
fiom Australia was a kind of 
purgatory, relieved only by the 
epic performance of Hutton, 
which should be remembered to 
the end of cricket. 

It was a close-run thing in the 
second Test—^Australia by 28 
runs: but they ran away with the 
third and took it by an Innings 
and 13. After Keith Miller had 
made 145 not out. Jack Iverson, 
with his baffling middle-finger 
spin, took 6 for 27 on a wicket 
remarkable for its lack of 
moisture (England were out for 
123). 

It is an old story that, when 
Australia had taken the rubber, 
England signalled future hope 
with a win by eight wickets in the 
last Test. That was an epic series 
but nothing in it was more 
intriguing than that first, 
Brisbane, match on a classic 
Australian ‘sticky’. 

For the rest, rain is rain is rain. 
So often in the past, the humble 
followers’ shillings have 
disappeared into blank, sluicing 
days of no play. Nowadays, at 
least, it has been decided to give 
Test match ticket money back; but 
nothing can ever compensate for 
the tedium of a day in the rain 
looking at dripping seats and 
terraces. It is a never-ending 
source of amazement that English 
cricket grounds are built and 
accoutred on the asstunption that 
the sun will shine, when no-one 
can possibly know better than the 
people who run cricket grounds 



that for a good proportion of the 
tune, the sun does not shine at all 

Many people out on the terraces 
or sheltering from the weather 
choose to muse gloomily on the 
pleasures of the players in the 
pavihon For them, though, the 
tedium IB even greater, sometimes 
amoimtmg almost to agony in 
frustrated ambition Of course, 
the players do play cards but 
often, from close observation, it 
has seemed they do so more out of 
bravado than for pleasure, emd 
with httle concentration No 
serious card-players could make 
the imstaJces that mtelUgent 
cricketers make m the games they 
play when they are prevented 
from cricket 

Perhaps, mdeed, commentators 
can bear it better than cricketers 
Often ordered into action to talk 
when there is no play, and 
sadistically mstructed to carry' n 
long after all their ideas have run 
out, for them necessity becomes 
mdeed the mother of invention 
One learns about this 
commentator’s dog, that 
commentator’s umbrella, 
another's motor car It might 
reasonably be argued that, once 
no-one has anything to contribute 
about cricket, the discussion 
ought to end That is the time 
when of old, at least, someone 
used generously to contribute 
champagne to the discussion 
Nowadays, it seems, it is biscuits 
and sweets but at least something 
18 happening and they do not 
suffer the tedium of the players 

One dimly happy memory 
emerges from the misery imposed I 
by the weather A Test match was j 

finally washed out late on the last i 
day, and a somewhat depressed 
and disappointed four people 
gather ed on the car park, realized 
that they were going to drive ' 

roughly down the same long road { 
and agreed to meet tor an early I 

dmner far along it It was a fine ' 
meal, eitjoyed by adl present 
mdeed, perhaps, it was enjoyed 
too much, but the whole 
depression of the ram-spoilt day 
was suddenly lifted the talk lan 
on old games played to finish m 
fine weather—and no one said a 
word about the ram’ 

Wwden Ctirket Monthly 
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The Honourable Rule Begins 


Honourable Rule has the 
blood, the potential and the 
guidance of Byramji to 
see her through to the top. 
Cyrus J Madan profiles the 
filly 


RAINER Rashid 
fV^Byraniji certainly 
I cornered the glory 
A at Bangalore on 
Sunday 26 July, when 
he saddled a splendid 
quai tet to prove that he 
can still fire on all 
cylinders For a man 
who has become a 
legend m racing, what 
bettei way could he have 
chosen to silence his 
n itics who felt that the 
maestro was slipping in 
j recent times 
Usurping the 
limelight amongst the 
: equine breed was a 
I nicely put together bay 
I filly trained by Byramji 
and apUy called 
Honourable Rule The 
daughter of Lord Zara 
yet another fii st season 
sire out of that 
remai kable 1 ace filly 
. Highland Rule 
Honourable Rule is a 
winner of two races 
from three starts 
To say that she is bred 
in the blue would be an 
understatement On the 
sire side she is by Loi d 
Zara, who is himself by 
that sire of sii es Sir 
Gaylord Moreover Ixjrd 
Zara himself is 
extremely well 
perfoimed He is a 
winner of four races m 
France earning 
approximately 501 900 
French Francs He 
placed a close thii d in 
the Cnterium de Saint 
Cloud a Group II race as 
a two year old and 
second in the Prix du la 
Cote Normande- Gioup 
III At the end of his two 
year old campaign he 
was rated just six kilos 
below the Epsom Dei by 
winner of his 
vintage-- Troy Hence 
Lord Zara certainly had 


his moments His dam 
Alzara is by the top 
bi oodmare sire Alycidon 
and she too placed in a 
couple of Group races 
She IS closely related to 


Circus Plume who won 
the Epsom Oaks m 
1984 

Honourable Rule’s 
dam Highland Rule 
needs no introduction to 


racing enthusiasts in 
India She was a got 
abroad, foaled m India 
and she engraved her 
name in the archives of 
the turf m letters of 
gold A winner of eleven 
races. Highland Rule is 
a winner of three Indian 
Classics namely the 
Indian 1000 Guineas, 
the Indian 2000 Guineaua 
and the Indian Oaks 
According to jockey 
Sandy Barclay who 
rode her in all her 
Classic triumphs, she 
was the best he had ever 
ridden of the fairer sox 
in India That is really 
saying something and 
jockey Sandy Barclay 
raiely went around 
saying much to anyone 
Honourable Rule 
herself looks a lot like 
her mothei although it 
will be a long time before 
she can be considei ed to 
be m hei mama s league 
After her win last 
Sunday one can safely 
say that she appears to 
have ti emendous 
potential Ridden by 
jockey Vasant Shinde 
she unleashed an 
electrifying run in the 
last 300 metres to leave 
her opposition like 
washing strung out to 
dry Finishing a 
distance clear of her 
nearest rival she stopped 
the clock at a mind 
bogghng 1 min 39 1 sec 
which was a better time 
than the one clocked by 
Rodomontade over a 
similar distance the 
same day m class 1 
Settling hke a veteran 
after the jump out, 
jockey Vasant Shinde 
kept the daughter of 
Lord Tara, well off the 
pace was fifth turning 
for home Then as they 


Vasant Shinde and Rashid Byramji could 
togrether guide the expensive filly to many more 
wins and a number of Clkssios 



Cyrus J Madnn 


Straightened up he took 
the filly onto the outside 
to give her a clear run 
and set alight 
Honourable Rule The 
result left turfites 
gasping m admiration 
for without the least 
semblance of any effort 
whatsoever she 
lengthened her stride 
majesticaly to go sailing 
clear in glorious and 
splendid solitude This 
was a Classic 
perfoi mance if ever I 
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saw one and Honourable 
Rule lb very much 
Classic 

Looking bark on her 
previous two starts 
howevei it must have 
been dilfic ult to have 
envisaged that the filly 
possessi*d such 
potential tine person 
who swoi e by hei 
through thic k and thin 
was trainei Rashid 
Byramji Make no 
mistdkf ho told me 
this filly IS Classic 
Well he has pioved his 
point and the Mysore 
Guineas appea» ^ to be in 
his pocket 

The first run of her 
lifehowcvei was the 
most intriguing one of 
all Ridden by ^ndy 
Barclay she just about 
got up in the last ICX) 
metres to win on a 
photo As a result most 
people tended to 
overlook her Few paid 
any attention to what 
Sandy Barclay had to 
say, ‘she was very bai-at 
the gates and hence 
close to every third day 
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Honourable Rule owes a lot 
to her dam Highland Rule 
(above): the got abroad filly 
won as many as three 
Classics in her time. On all 
three occasions Sandy 
Barclay was in the saddle. 
The jockey later admitted 
that she was the best filly he 
had ever ridden in India 


we used to give her gate 
practice On those 
occasions we used to 
gallop hei for 600 
metres after jumping 
out befoi e easing her up 
Hence she thought that 
was all that was 
exfiected of her In her 
first start she did 
precisely that and came 
close to a walk after 
galloppmg for 600 


meties It was only iftcr 
I teally got at hei that 
sJw understood what 
was required and she 
virtually flew in the last 
300 metres tovoi ing an 
incredible amount of 
ground to win a nei k 
In other words had shr 
1 un a normal race the 
verdict would probably 
have been an effoi t less 
wm in her favour 


.-kit: 


It was her second start 
that was pu/zllng She 
f inishtsa SIX If ngths 
lichind Rhett Bulk rand 
one pi ofessional was 
heaid to leniai k after 
t hi I ace t hat Honoi able 
Rule s high purchase 
< obt was down the drain 
If that IS lub attitude his 
kiKJwledgf of the 
thoioughbitd obviously 
leaves a lot to be desired 
I personally felt thatbhe 
was in need of the lun 
that dav and she blew up 
IS she was not fully 
woundup Rhett Butler 
too lb no mean customer 
and he had the benefit of 
a I uii under his belt But 
if they meet again my 
money would be on the 
filh 

So Honourable Rule 
certainly has a biight 
future ahead of her and 
tiaimr Rashid Byi a mji 
has pi ovod yet again 
that given theblmxl and 
the potential he can tui n 
out a champion 




SPOTREPORT 


Univcrsiade ’87 

The best of 
both worlds 

Ranjit Bhatia was 
at the World 
University Games 
where, in a 
refreshing turn of 
events, politics 
took a backseat 
and youthful 
athletes came 
together as one to 
celebrate through 
sport 


N Ol many {Jff>ple in India are 
awdi e of the unusual 
inteiefat attached to the 
itcent Univeisiadt at 
Zagi eb by a very large numbei of 
nations What had begun ab a low 
key student ailaii m 1959 has 
now gi own to sue h an extent that 
it IS nc»w being disc ussod m 
mtei nation.ii sjioTting cii elosas a 
viable iltcinativi to the Olympic 
(ranus While the cxtiavagant 
tiimmings( j 1 tlu latte i wcie 
ceitainly noltht oidti of the day 
in till St student games thcveiy 
fat t that IK a 1 1\ ’OOO men and 
woiiif n liom as m uiy as 129 
n itions St nt in i nti u s made the 
Yugoslai mil ting impoitant 
enough by any staiidaids So 
nnu h so that eve n I(X Piesident 
Juan Antonio Sam ii inch and UN 
Sec letai y Genti il l\ u / Dt 
Cuellai found it worth tht ii while 
to visit Zagreb 

Tile Univeisiadt is confined to 
those below 27 veai s ol age 
viitually all with common 
intc 11 sts and pi c oc t upatioiis as 
btuclcnts This gives it a slight 
advantage over maioi 
Inlet national meetings of the 
Woildf up or Olympic vaiiety In 












Yugoslav basketball 
player, Drazen Petrovic, 
brings the flame into the 
Dinamo Stadium to set 
the Universiade off on a 
traditional note...What 
had begun as a low key 
student affair in 1959, 
has now grown to such 
an extent that it is now 
being discussed in 
international sporting 
circles as a viable 
alternative to the 
Olympic Games 


order to get maximum mileage 
out of the young people gathered 
at the Yugoslav metiopolis the 
organisers attempted to ensure 
that the general atmosphere was 
akin to a spoi ts festival in a 
university campus National 
labels wei e dispensed with m the 
Games Villages whic h wei e i eally 
like student hostels Participants 
were encouraged to mix fi eely and 
to enjoy as carefree an existence 
as possible There was an air of 
informality all round 
The Opening Ceremony 
indicated this in very cleai terms 
bringing together the 
sportspeople officialdom and the 
pub 1 C at large in the main 
stadium in what was a grand but 
not formidable Olympic style 
ritual Tens of thousands of local 
youngsters responded to the 
cxicasion by gyiating tp the music 
that was a blend of the old and the 
contemporary prcxiucing 








ohoreogri^hy a Ja show business 
And when the French and 
BrsziUan athletes left their 
positions to join the dancers m the 
middle of the ceremonial, no one 
really minded’ 

It waa the kind of attitude that 
was evident throughout the 
Oames At the victory ceremonies 
for the various events the 
organisers broke new ground by 
doing away with the national 
anthems, replacing them with the 
Universiade hymn, praising the 
joys of student participation in 
sport 

At the winner’s level, 
performances were ot a much 
higher order than in the previous 
Oames, and certainly on par with 
prevaihng standards in the 
Olympic events But there was 
sufficient room for the also-rans, 
since qualifying standards were 
not strictly adhei ed to 

At the very outset the 
Organising Committee had 
emphasised participation 
irrespective of success The 
Games foi the young can only be 
successful' said a spokesman of 
the Universiade, “if we get as 
many as possible fi om every pai t 
of the world ’ The example of the 
young lady who ran the marathon 
m 7»/fe hours and entered the 


stadium long after the closing 
ceremony was over is an extieme 
case of this, but has to be 
mentioned for the good response 
she received from official and 
spectator alike 

The USA and Soviet Union 
produced an abundance of medal 
winners in most events many of 
whom wall be doing even better m 
the Seoul Olympics next yeai But 
there were also the unassuming 
Romanians and Chinese who were 
not all that far behind in the battle 
for success American sprint 
stars Russian gymnasts, Chinese 
divers, and Romanians 
everywhere, were all too evident 
Undei standably, the crowd 
support came very spontaneously 
for Yugoslav participants, but 
there was equal enthusiasm for all 
outstanding efforts by the others 
too 

During the first week of the 
Garnet, it was young Romanian 
Noemi Lung who stole the show 
with her five golds in the 
swimming events Later it was the 
American 100 metres winning 
pair of Lee McRae and the 


The American 4X lOO medley 
relay team are an exultant lot 
after their convincing win 


glamorous Gwen Torrance who 
took over On the eve of the World 
Athletics at Rome, they are not 
household names hke those of 
their compatriots Carl Lewis and 
Evelyn Ashford, but there is every 
reason to believe that they will be 
in the news before long 

Volleyball had a very strong 
Asian flavour with China, Japan 
and Korea among the top eight 
and Sn Lanka Indonesia, Kuwait 
and Israel among the other 
participants China finished 
ruimers-up to hosts Yugoslavia in 
the men section, and won the 
women's final from the Soviet 
Union China and Japan also 
finished 61 h and 8th respectively 
in the Waterpolo championships 
which were won by Italy Diving 
saw a Chinese monopoly with all 
the titles going to them Fencing, 
on the other hand seemed an 
European affair with the 
tiaditional success going 
Hungary’s way 

Tennis proved a great attraction 
at the Universiade partly because 
of the presence of some of the ATP 
I anked players among the 
participants, and partly on 
account of the growing popularity 
of the game m Yugoslavia’s 
excellently maintained gravel 
courts of which there seemed an 







abundance in Zagreb 

This was, in fact, India’s major 
participation in the Games In the 
men’s singles leading player 
Manoj Kumar entered the third 
round beating Soropgui (Guinea) 
6 -1.6-1, to bo beaten in turn by the 
No. 1 seed and eventual winner. 
Bruno Oreso r of Y iigoslavia His 
younger teain-inate Zubin Irani 
came through after winning 6-1, 
6-3 from Infante (Mexico), 6-1,6-1 
from the Bangladesh No. 1 
Sardar, and then lost to West 
Germany’s Martin Fortune, 2-6, 
4-6. German coach Rudiger 
Bournemann who has visited 
Madras on a coaching assignment 
and has observed the Indians at 
play considered Irani “a highly 
talented youngster, who needs the 
right kind of guidance ” 

In the women's section, both 
Nandini Rangaiajan and Nasreen 
Sujatali lost their first i-ound 
matches. The former, however, 
gfot a new lease of life by going 
through five rounds of the 
consolation singles and losing the 
semi final to Mirovic (Yugoslavia), 
2 - 6 , 2 - 6 . 

In Games like the Gnivursiade 
or the Olympics, athletics 
generally provide the major 
attraction, but for once a rival was 
found in basketball, the game that 
appears to have taken Yugoslavia 





Noemi Lung of Romania (centre) 
was the heroine of the pool with 
five gold medals. Here she is 
flanked by 800m freestyle silver 
medallist Cheryl Kriegman of 
USA (on her right) and bronze 
medallist Ming Yan of China 


by storm Expectedly the hosts 
won both the men and women’s 
titles fairly convincingly A 
twenty point win over any male 
Amei lean side, even at an amateur 
level. IS not something to be 
scoffed at and indicates the 
phenomenal rise in the standards 
of the Slavs whose leading light 
Petrovic IS a national hero 
But in between their 
preoccupation with basketball, 
where as many as 15000 people 
had filled the stadium, they found 
time off to travel to the Dinamo, 
the athletics venue and get a 
glimpse of some of the stars who 
would bo on show in the world 
championships next month. The 
sprints produc-ed neck and neck 
battles between Americans, 
Nigerians, Puerto Ricans and 
Canadians— almost all of them 
from the US Sports Scholarship 
streams. In the middle and long 
distance events there was a 
distinct European flavour. And 
Japan proved their overall 


superiority as Marathoners in 
both the men and women sections 

Japan, in fact, provided most of 
Asia’s outstanding performers at 
Zagreb, with Riyochi rec;ording an 
Asian best of 49 20 sec:s m the 
400m hurdles for his third place, 
Aikyo finishing with a bronze in 
the stceiilechase and the Japan 
team winding up with a third in 
the 4x 100m relay. Incidentally, 
none of those athletes wei'e to 
travel to Singapore fur the Asian 
Track and Field meeting a week 
later 

The Indian participation in 
athletics was confined to the 
Marathon where both Asha 
Agarwal and Charulata 
Naigaonkar wei e among the 10 of 
the 17 participants who had to 
abandon mid-stream due to heat 
exhaustion. 

There was general 
disappointment at India’s token 
entry at the Universiade and 
Yugoslav officials made no secret 
of this At the time of writing, 
there is talk of increasing 
spurting cxintacts between the two 
countries to make amends. "There 
ai’e many ways in which we can 
help you to improve your 
standards,” said a leading sports 
official, "and we would like to 
send our teams to India whenever 
possible ’’ 






SPECIAL FEATURE 
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CASH 


Beneath the 
abrasive 
exterior lies a 
young man of 
depth and 
now blatant 
emotion 
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W ERE the 

immaculately 
clad, impeccably 
behaved, slightly stiff 
and tradition boxmd 


Committee of the All 


England Club, 
allowed to choose a 


champion this year, 
perhaps it would have 
been Stefan Edberg. 
The epitome of 
politeness, always 
dignified and 
composed. 

But look what they 


got. Pat Cash. 
Rumoured to be the 


descendant of a 


.lips 
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Where they came 


tram. 


Wears a diamond 


earrmg 


Assaults 


photogniphers when 
ttwy imtate him. 
Committed 


sacrilege, by lurching 
through the stands to 
embrace his family 


dtirizig the most 
hallowed mpment of 
ttp Championship. 
And then said. 


winning Wimbledon 
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Facing Page 
How could one so 
adorned with muscles 
be so ballectlc In his 
movements^ 


The family wears the 
now-famous Cash 
headband and pose 
during* the 
Champions ball 


Transparencies by 
lommv Hindley 



waanotthemoBt 
important moment of 
his life (the birth of 
his son was). 

Surely eyebrows 
were raised in horror, 
looks of iucredoUty 
exchanged. But 
nothing was to 
happen for beyond all 
the ’uregularittes’ of 
this brash Aussie, 
was a talent which 
was indeed quite 
frightening. How 
oould one so adorned 
with muscle be so 
balletic in his 
movement*? Ivan 
Lendl certainly 
doesn’t know. And in 
the final Cash had the 
strength of a Roeooe 
Tanner. i 

The volley of a John { 
McEnroe . 

Theagihty ofa 
Becker 

The court craft ofa 
Mecir. 

And the fighters 
savage gritty 
countenance of a 
Jimmy Connors (His 
hero). 

So Miohiel 
Schalpere and Guy 
Forget must be quite 
pleased. They are the 
only ones who 
salvaged a set off 
perfect Cash 
Yet. beneath the 
abrasive exterior lies 
a yoimgmanof d^th 
and now blatant 
emotion. From 413 in 
1986 to Champion in 
1987, That's depth. 
From the tension of 
the court into his 
father’s arms. 

Emotion. 

He once said, "If I 
don’t win Wimbledon 
the time Fm 2 i Fll 
g^ve up tennie". He 
won at 22 
Aussies are not 
known fbr their 
numezlcal ability, but 
for their tennis. 
RoMSHinalh 
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T IHEREisan 

argument which 
flares up every 
year on June 22 
(the day Wimbledon 
begins) and is absolutely 
forgotten by July 5 (the 
day it ends) What is so 
exclusive about this 
championship and how 
does It oontmue to hold 
the arrogant 
nomenclature of the 
most important tennis 
championships in the 
world’ 

The American 
journalists are most 
easily upset, oontendmg 
that the US Open is more 
highly competitive 
(more higher ranked 
players compete) A 


Ckmnors, McEnroe and 
Becker dominated 
Centre Court and Ckmrt 
Number One, it was the 
American who 
immediately retorted, 
‘tell him to win the 
championships first’ 

Ah, yes, the 
Championships 
Never IS the 
tournament ever 
referred to as 
Wimbledon, but simply 
as the Championships 
The players are ladies 
and gentlemen, hence 
the terms Winners of the 
LadiM* Championship 
and Winner of the 
Gentlemen’s 
Championship 
Marvellously English 


Ilwre’s light at the end 
of the tunnel... a peek 
under the ooTsrs at 
Centre Court 

blaok Jacket did you 
give him permission” 
Mills must have said yes 
because the matter 
ended there Just a 
reflection of how things 
are done at Wimbledon 
The linesmen too are 
quite special the men 
in blazers, ties and 
trousers, the women (or 
should I say ladies) m 
skirts and blazers (all 
green, of course) 
professional and 
unperturbed by angry 
pla^rs The rule book IS 
quite definitive about 



truth, perhaps, but lost 
and irrelevant m the 
history and character 
which makes the All 
Ehigland 

Championships so 
special 

The players too have, 
on oooamon, flaimted 
their dissent Even guys 
like Jimmy Connors 
But when Ivan Lendl 
onoe complained about 
having to play on the 
outside courts while 


And of course, this 
‘proper* terminology 
denotM the standard of 
acceptable behaviour 
And dress All white 
with no exception Paul 
McNamee was warmup 
up against Cash with a 
black jacket 

Immediately, the person 
next to me pulled out his 
walkie talkie and said, 
”Alan Mills (chief 
referee) please” "Alan, 
McNamee’s got on a 


Swedish fans had plenty 
to shout about 
throughout the 
tournament, but not in 

tl>« ftwl 


them a) they are 
changed during 
matches to avoid strain 
and tiredness, b) they 
must adhere to the 
prescribed age limit and 
c) all must undergo an 
eye test 

But it is the covers and 





















the wi^ they work 
whlcdioonfounds. All 17 
oourtB have a set of 
young men and women 
whoee only job is to look 
after the covers. In the 
15 outside oourte, in the 
advent of the slightest 
drizzle, the operation 
begins Theooversare 
hauled across the court, 
tied down and the 
exhaust fans under 
them turned on 
transforming them mto 
slightly flattened griant 
balloons. The entire 
procedure takes less 
than five minutes In the 
span of two hours on the 
second day, I had 
watched them do this 
five times on one court 




Effloienoy is the carefully nurtured 

Wimbledon watchword grass 

Centre Court and Grass, the most 

Court Number One have important characteristic 

winches which use the of this Championship 

covers to form a sort of Although repetitive, it 

tent, thus allowing for must be stressed that 

the water to drain off at grass is an alien surface 

the sides. No moistuie on the circuit, which 

must ever affect this helps Wimbledon to 

Cash doesn't seem m ai nt ai n its 

satisfied with Just a bow ezclusiveness. And it is 

tie while Navratilova’s this very grass that has 

qittltesatddhsxidatfhls given the 

now Championships the label 


‘the great leveller* 

What is actually 
fascinating is the 
fickleness of the grass in 
relation to the weather, 
which greatly affects the 
players’ form. This year 
at Wimbledon, due to the 
ram which dominated 
the first few days, the 
ball moved slowly with a 
rary low bounce As the 
sun appeared and 
scorched the grass, the 
pace increased as (Ud the 
bounce Obviously Fat 
Cash was the master of 
adaptabihty 
But all this remains on 

Connors....kept 
Pernfors ahead of him 
on the wiqr offoourt 


\ 


Femf)ars....even 
straightening up is too 
muidiofastrain 
the periphery. so 
strangely enough does 
much of the stirnng 
play They all volley, 
serve and hit passing 
shots with verve, some 
obviously better than the 
others We revel m 
artistry, skill, 
improvisation and 
discipline but it is the 
unusual and the spirit 


Wlnwtp a iwietwWToiwi n yH In dlty 














which holds you: 

The pigeon which 
strolled onto Court 
Number One while 
Noah-Forget played 
Flach-Seguso. Noah 
rolled balls at it from the 
baseline, the crowd 
tittered and the pigeon 
wasn't bothered m the 
least; 

Andres Gomez 
sending down an 
express delivery of a 
serve, which Henri 
Leconte snicked over his 
head into the fxunblmg 
hands of an impromptu 
wicketkeeper, the 
Oxichess of Kent; 

Fred Perry striding 
into the press room only 
for the enthusiatic 
Yankee pressmen to 

Martina Navratilova 
makes a spectacular 
entry ^ the Wimbledon 
Champions Ball this 
year 



scream, ‘the statue 
cometh alive’; A 
reference to Perry’s 
statue outside. 

John Lloyd in the 
stands, summoning a 
ball boy to the stands to 
send his protege, 
Stephen Shaw, a written 
note on how to beat 
Jimmy Connors. It 
didn’t work and remains 
doubtful whether such 
coaching is actually 
allowed; 

The ball boy, kneeling 
like a ‘greyhound in the 
slips', ready to explode 
off his starting blocks 
anytime. Hit on the head 
by the occasional mishit 
and once embarassed 
His view obscured by the 
net judge, a bailboy 
thinking a ball was out, 
began his sprint to the 
other side of the court. 
Three steps in, he 
realised the ball was in 
play and in spectacular 


The ball boy, kneeling 
like ‘a greyhound in the 
slips’, ready to explode 
off his starting blocks 
ansrtlme 

motion swivelled 
in-flight to retreat, face 
red with boyish shame; 

Andres Gomez sitting 
in his chair, while 
Leconte in the middle of 
Centre Court, rants and 
raves, gesticulates, 
grimaces white the 
umpire shakes his head 
stoically; 

Cameras trained on 
Jimmy Connors are 
without exception 
suddenly turned 
towards the spectator 
entrance. Arms folded, 
that characteristic smile 
etched across his face, 
Daley Thompson is an 
attraction even at 
Wimbledon; 

The crowd betrayed 
one day at Court 






Boris Baoker bids a sad 
farewsU to Wimbledon 
•87 


Number Two. as they sat 
patiently from 11 am to 
6.30 pm without seeing 
even a sing'le point 
because of ram; 

Overall the public 
impressed wi^ their 
go^ humour, 
awareness of the game 
and warmth. Except 
when Mikael Pernfors 
beat Robert Seguso on 
Court Number Three “I 
couldn’t believe the 
crowd. I don’t know 
what the hell wsts going 
on out there. The crowd 
was totally against me. 
That’s just absurd when 
you’re clapping for 
double faults. 1 didn’t 
understand that at all”. 
Beguso was right, the 
crowd behaved 
abominably; 

Martina and Chris, 
friends and foes, 
embracing after yet 


another classic. Chris; “1 
hope I didn’t take too 
much out of you for the 
final.” Martina; “I’m 
happy I won, but in 
many ways 1 wish that 
Chris had”; 

Connors and Pernfors 
after their marathon, 
smile wearily and seal 
their respect for each 
other vidth a warm 
handshake and many 
words. Connors; “I 
pushed him ahead 
because I didn't want 
him to see me fall on my 
way out”. Pernfors; 
"Jimmy, when I bend to 
bow I may not be able to 
straighten up again”; 

A nameless 
physiotherapist who 
made history. He sat ori 
Zivojinovic’s chadr 
during the Yugoslov’s 
match with Connors. Me 
could only massage 
Bobo’s arm at the 
changes, and 
imfinished, would sit. 
with perfect view 
waiting for the next 
change; 

And the roar which 
reverberated through 
the 42 acres of the All 
England Club as Doohan 
did the impossible to 
Becker. 

Too many memories, 
so many images. The 
only way to remove 
them is to go back next 
year and get new ones. 

Oh and two points to 
end. 

I never managed to set 
Boris Becker. Although 
I did pass a sports goods 
store a few days after 
Wimbledon. They had a 
sign outside, ‘10% off all 
Boris Becker groods'. 

And behind the wax 
figvue erf John McEnroe 
at Madame Tussauds, 
the flashing slides of 
him are with the racket 
in his right hand. Seemi 
nobody likes him 
anymore. . 

RohltBtliMMi 
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N.^India c-oasteci tiiroii^ii to the I’)avMs Chij) semi final 
1 1 1 >n.s 1 11 n o I s 1 -ael wit hoi 1 1 (:on e( h i i n o' ^ i 
tie. Vijay Aiuritraj and Ranu'esh Ki‘is]ina:n'pr6V^"yet 
iig'i nil 11 1 a t theii' ex per i ( a i cx' and s n perior g^rass 
pia\' (M )nibifti^^ maki^ t limn a eompetent team. RoJiit 
Brijnath wit.iu'Si^ India's vieti iry at New Delhi. Nikhil 
Blnittachary^ liro^ id('s t lie eainera coveo'an’e 



A ustralia 

point; Anand 
Amritraj tosses 
the ball and 
leans into his 
unorthodox serve. The 
ball skims the net and 
has useful depth. 

Sholmo Glickstein rips 
the ball back across the 
net. It is long. The tie is 
over, Pat Cash lookout. 

A minmal 5 hours 36 
minutes, not a set 
dropped enroute, a team 
of world Number 36 
(Ramesh Krishnan), 107 
(Vijay Amritraj) and 
unranked (Anand 
Amritraj) have, with a 
smattering of guts and 
cerebral play, carved a 
little history, for the 
first time since the 
World Group began, this 
team, perhaps on the eve 
of retirement, are in the 
semi-finals. There was 
great need for 
celebration. 

Yet, scraping away 
the jubilation, it was a 
tie lacking in energy, 
bereft of matched skills 
and in retraspect an 
ugly anticlimax 
The Israeli’s came 
with purpose and 
reputation. 

Amos Mansdorf. 
destroyer of Miloslav 
Mecir, and a month ago 
stretching in form Henri 
Leconte to five sets at 
Wimbledon. 

Gilad Bloom, noted for 
his frenetic doubles 
play, sacrificing flair for 
discipline; 

And Shlomo 
Glickstein (their Vijay 
Amritraj) with the 
advantage of having 
beaten Ramesh on their 
two previous meetings. 

The Indians expressed 
caution and were, like 

Vysy attends to Ramesh 
during the latter’s 
match against 
Mansdorf. Though the 
tie was ‘dead’ this match 
provided the best tennis 












everyone else, disarmed 
by the abruptness of 
their victory and the 
lack of challenge. 

The reason perhaps 
lies in the young head of 
AmosMansdorf A 
novice on the circuit, he 
has impressed over Uie 
year with his 
free-stroking play. Good 
enough to win the 
Gunze title at Kobe 
beating Connors in the 
first round and Mecir in 
the final. 

The pivot of the team, 
arrogant and abrasive 
he made the oft repeated 
mistake of shrugging 
off the possibility of an 
Amritraj win. One can 
well imagine his mode of 
thought... “How can this 
old has-been who can 



I barely bend his knees 
find a consistency of 
skill to beat me”? 

But the has-been bent 
his kness and in a 
display of unblemished 
serve and volley showed 
that a 1 -year-olds can be 
wrong. 

“Even after 17 years, 
every time I hear the 
anthem and see the flag 
I get goose pimples”, 

The 33 year-old Indian 
skipper declared. The 
cynics may smirk, but 
the spark of ability that 
remains in the engaging 

Mansdorf could not 
oome to terms with the 
spectators. He argued 
and warned them and 
merely lost his 
concentration in ^e 
bargain 









I NMayiess.as 
Oasechoslovakla (albeit 
MUoslav Mecir) 
dedmated the Indian 
ohalldiige (on grass) 
who would have thought 
that the same country, 
in a slightly oonvulted 
way, would ensure a 
Davis Cup semi-final 
berth for India the next 
year. 

If Czechoslovakia 
hadn’t lost to Israel (a 
huge upset considering 
they were playing at 
home), it is to an extent 
improbable that India 
would have got past 
them. But that is mere 
conjecture. What is 


In Elite Company 


amazing is that India, 
on the brink of 
relegation, should 
rejuvenate and motivate 
itself to such a great 
extent. Amazing that a 
country with no 
particular history (in 
the era of the world 
group) should become 
the enign^a of this years 
competition Amazing 
that Ramesh Krishnan, 
Vijay and Anand 
Amritraj, players never 
even in contention for a 
major Grand Prix title 


should now be duelling 
for the most coveted Cup 
in world team tennis. 

I’m sure Dwight Davis 
would have been 
delighted. 

We certainly are in 
elite company: 

Sweden of Wilander, 
Edberg, Jarryd. 
Nystrom, CarlsBon, 
Sundstrom and 
Svensson 

Australia of Cash, 
Masur, Doohan, 
McNamee and 
Fitzgerald 


And Spain of Sanchez 
and Casal (who bSat 
Becker). 

And look at those who 
didn’t even make it; 

France of Leconte. 
Noah, Benhabilesand 
Tulasne 

Germany of Becker, 
Jelen and Westpahl - 

And the U.S. A of 
McEnroe, Connors, 
Mayotte, Flach and 
Seguso who have (can 
you believe it?) been 
relegated. 

Indian tennis, a little 
frayed at the edges, is 
making a final 
challenge. 

Well, maybe not final. • 













Indian seems to rage 
and smoulder when he 
plays Davis Cup. He was 
magnificent against 
Mansdorl 

The serve was 
dispatched with angle 
and depth, the volleys 
taken in perfect 
position .skidding 
away to the corners. 
Almost ‘Cash like’ he 
said. Fitness, amstantly 
a dilemma, was there, as 
was the ease on grass. 
Comfort under a terrible 
sun. 

Mansdorf has a good 
first serve. He uncoils 
like the spring of a rifle, 
the racket hammering 
the ball to a certain 
direction like a bullet 
But the first serve 
faltered. And Vijay. 
experienced and sharp, 
was attacking the 
second (almost 2 or 3 
strides) blocking and 
chipping, taking the 
net. goading mistakes 
from the Israeli, always 
taking the initiative. 

The crowd cheered 
and barracked 
alternately. Mansdorf, 


* 0 ^ 






Shohno Glioksteln, fhe 
veteran of the Israeli 
team. Six foot two in 
height with massive 
thighs could not adapt 
to the surface and 
plasring conditions 

losing, frustrated and 
disoriented, showed his 
lack of maturity, 
switching his attention 
to the crowd (arguing 
with them, looking for a 
fight).. .Affected and 
stunned he lost his 
country the tie 4-6,4-6, 
5-7 

He berated the people 
for their behaviour but 
his argument was 
repulsed by Vijay. ‘If he 
was winning the crowd 
wouldn’t have bothered 
him*. Coach Stabholtz 
stated another l eality, 
‘Compared to crowds ail 
over the world, the 
Indians are well 
behaved. In 

The Amritraj brothers, 
Vijay (left) and Anand, 
proved a potent doubles 
combination writh the 
latter showing some of 
his old magic 


I 

































October 2,3,4: Is there An Answer To Cash? 


WW in flw dtiallen^ 

lUuriiduuui and Jaidip MtiKbeiilea lost 4-i to Bc^ 
haiodraon aiid FredStoQetnMelbourm. Bmsnsdn 
iimB'thB 1864 and 1965 Windiledcm (diamplcm: 
Ftsd Stolls runner-up on both occasionB. 

Now 21 years later, we are returning (to 
;%dney this time) to face another Wimbledon 
Iftiampion, Pat Cash. And a country which a 
inajlpiificent history in the tiavis Cup. Since 1923, 
, .Udien they played as Australia, as opposed 4o 
Australasia, they have won the ohampion^p 20 
times. India have reached the finals In 19^6 (the 
Pballensre round) and in 1974 when we defaidted. 
Khe final against South Africa. 

Australia are at present the holders, moving 
positively tow^uds another confroxitation'with 
their aroh-rivalB Sweden. The Australian weapon 
in recent years has been the much flaunted Pat 
Cash. Last srear, two ^ts down against Mikael 
Pemfors in the deceive match of the Davis Cup 
final, a typically gutsy performance saw Cash 
win the next three sets to seal the tie. He was now 
a hero of 0gantic proportions... .As Exuupe ruled 
the world, a yobbo was salvaging the pride of 
Axissie tennis. 

Wimbledon was another exhibitlbn of his 
flowering talent: qiiite simply, serye and vpll^ at 
its best. Fast, athletic, gutsy, skib^: can the 
Indians neutralise this seemingly winning 
combination. 

Cash in the end (as Becker even alter two 
Wimbledon victories found out) is fallible. He ' 
thrives on grass, so do the Indians. Ramesh 


► ' ‘t 

' Krishnan beat him lute last year at Hong Kong 
.. .Cash avenged it <mtrlier this year. 

Krlshnan is all.touoh and grace. Cash all 
smouldering power. Thie contrast in style could 
be the winning differenoe. It is perhaps 
inoontdevable that Vijay with the serve and volley 
could beat Caph of the serve and volley. (Note the 
use of the word perhaps), 

Vijay has done his bit of heroics this year with 
that mystical comeback against Martin Jaite. 
Krlshnan has performed adequately, this is his 
opportunity to do the unusual.. the considered 
impossibie. 

' Tlie doub^ advantage lies with the Aussies.... 
whether Doohan & Masur, or Cash & Masur we 
really have only a remote chance. Thus, it is 
empirical that we win both the other singles 
matchra. Ooohan is on a high since shocking 
Becker, but Neale Fraser will probably opt for 
Masur., .experience and talent. Good but certainly 
beatable:, both Indians. We have a chance.. .we 

are on a streak., .we hk» grass.,.Vijay says it is 
“improbable not impomiibie.” The articulate 
Indian skipper is right. 

Vijay will have to be supremely fit.. .he begins 
an eight man toumameht in Newport Beach next 
week (coincidentally Cash will be there) before 
moving onto Stratton Mountain and other 
tourpaments. Match play is the key. Ramesh 
Krishhan will be doing the same. 

And perhaps in fitness, total concentration, 
motiwsition and a little divine intervention, we 
will find sn answer to C^ah. And the tie. 













Czechoslovakia it was 
worse but Amos won”. 

And so 2-0 on the first 
day. we were nearly 
home. 

Ramesh, in the first 
match had cut Shlomo 
Glickstein'to pieces with 
a backhand slice, so 
graceful in its 
execution. so lethal in 
effect. Ghckstcin is 
physically formidable 
The massive thighs of a 
power lifter, but 
although a replica of a 
Roman gladiator, he 
exudes little menace. 

The strong jaw. the 
protruding Jewish nose, 
a nice solid man A little 
short of skill certainly, 
but endowed with a 
patriotism which always 
makes him a difficult 
opponent. 

A well balanced first 
set, both with limited 
first serves but Ramesh 


Gilad Bloom has the 
talent but in the doubles 
against Vijay and 
Anand it was just not his 
day. He could not 
combine with his 
makeshift partner 
Olickstein 

the one with the sizzling 
returns. A marvellous 
11 th game, with ten 
dueces .Glickstein 
wasted 4 break points 
before Ramesh held. 
Maintained as a crucial 
game, but. considering 
the Indian's form, 
perhaps a fallacy The 
Israeli veteran delighted 
with one rarely seen 
shot, a short topspin, 
almost a soft brush of 
the racket, the ball 
bouncing just over the 
net. moving away with 
the spin. Very pretty 
But Ramesh was 
prettier still. Scuttling 
around almost in glee, 
there is no venom in his 


game He changes pace, 
goes crosscourt three 
times then suddenly 
down the line . as 
Glickstein struggled 
and the gaps grew 
wider, the passing shots 
became more persistent. 
Perhaps consistency is 
the only reason why he 
is not in the Top 20. 

Such facility and skill 
are a rarity 

As Ramesh entralled, 
36-year-old Anand 
Amritraj continued to 
surprise. Once a left 
court doubles player of 
renown and now. a film 
moghul. between 
snatched instructions in 
Tamil with Vijay, and 
slapping his hand on his 
thigh he continues to 
perform. Good returns, 
well judged 
interceptions, he and 
Vijay cruised past a 
hesitant and erroneous 


mispaired Israeli 
combination of 
Qlikstein and Bloom. 

In a clear message, 
spelling out the need for 
discipline, Stabholtz had 
dropped Mansdorf (a 
brave move, but a 
mistake) which forced 
Bloom to play with 
Glickstein. 

Bloom, hair cropped 
short, stocky and 
athletic, bristling with 
energy playing with 
military bearing. But 
the stodginess of his 
person extended to his 
game, where he erred 
and simply had a bad 
day. Glickstein too was 
not in it and it was a 
pathetic despinng 
match devoid of any 
vestige of excitement or 
opposition 6-2,6-2, 7-5 
and we had the tie 
3-0 ..withsurprisngly 
little effort 

The best tennis would 
come when nothing 
mattered Just one set, 
when a tension fiee 
Mansdorf and a 
composed Ramesh 
traded artistry and 
power, both easy and 
elegant.. .a sort of 
consolation to a sparse 
yet rabid crowd. Ramesh 
took that 10-8 before the 
young Israeli, dizzy and 
nauseous with the heat, 
virtually collapsed. The 
advantage of heat wasn’t 
even needed, such was 
the opposition’s play. 

The tie had an aura of 
tension ever since we 
beat Argentina. The 
whole long drawn out 
story of fines, 
relegation, politics, 
Arabs and Rajiv 
Gandhi's brave decision 
to hold the tie. A sparse 
crowd, a multitude of , 
uniforms and guns, a 
few protesters.. .perhaps 
the tennis was destined 
to be dull 

But India won EUid 
that’s what matters. 





Quarter Finals 


4ia(4 

w 

lanaiOHitaaDsM) 

RameehKrishnan 

bt 

Shlomo GKcksMn 

i^.4linrltn$ 

W 

AfflosMansdorl 

V| 4 yAimlira( 

bt 

ShtomoQllekstein 

AnandAmtllral 

Gilad Bloom 

RaimeahKilahnan 

M 

AfflosMansdorl 

4UVa6datan 

bt 

Shlomo GHcKsteto 

.•li■iaa44} 

as 

Prsnss(1|(fto4M) 

tCeMCaitnon 

MBiaVIMtnder 

u 

ThterryTuteane 

bt 

Hand Leconte 

■ .An^Jtaryd 
i^.gt^Rdberg 

tod to 

HendLeconw 

GyePoiost 

^KaitCariseon - 

Ot 

Hsnn Leconte 

'lAdkyMander 

. H 

Thterry Tulsane 

Nailnta(4) 

as 

Maiica(1}(BriibsM) 

Watty Maaur 
mcash 

bt 

Jorge Louno 

bt 

Leonardo Lavalto 

Watty Maaur 

bt 

Jerge Lozano 

Pater Doohan 

' Leonardo Lavalte 

PttCash 

bt 

JorgeLozano 


l.eonarda LavaM 


7-6.8*1,6-2 
6-4.6-4.7-S 

e-2,6^,7-S 

10-8,6-0 ' 
40-8 (milch ‘ 
■banOof^t 


'8-1,3-8,6-1,6-2 

6- 3,6-4,6-2 

4-6,2-8,6-3. 
13-18 

7- 36-2,7-5 
6-4,6-3 


6 - 3 , 6 - 4.64 

62 , 61 , 6-0 

3 - 6 , 64 . 4 - 6 , 8 - 6 , 

13-11 

63,64 

67 , 4-6 


W«rt OMaii«63r{S> «f OBA ^ ^jpaikUoiiS 
BoriaBsdw »■'. John'Me^ieoi,''^ ,6 


SoriaBsdw 

£ricJ6l«n 

&teJaten 
RkM Oatarthun 

Soria Bacimr 

GMehaaiavBilaB) 

Karan Novaack 

MHoaiavMeelr 

MHoalavMadr 

Tomas Smkl 

KaralNDvaHKk 

MihnlavMsclr 

Italy (S) 


Kannach 
IhibafloSaouao ‘ 
loatto JohflMcEnioo 
bi TimMaycMa ' 

n 8igaaiM(8)(fta|M) 

M ktactinJaHo 
bt HoraciaOaLai^mB 
u OwtsUanMiniuaat 
JavlarFrani 

M HoraciaSaLaPana 
bl MaiUnJata 


.68,4619,840, 

62.62 

6«.8«. 1-668. 

. 8« 

66,66,1614 

6T.68.16 

.638-3,67,46. 

62 


68 . 66,6361 

66r44),63,'M 

61.46,6-362 

8-4.76 

67.8>0 


Italy ( 9 ) va Soath Warm ttH OSaonl) 

aoj^anwtaloatto 68,^9^ 

PBOK) wWia 1^ YQOJifV*Swl ^ n ^ ^ ^ 

Simone Colombo “ Song Oong-Wook 62,6-4,8-4 . 

Clauaio Panalta bt YbnJIn-Sun 26,64.8-4,761 

PaoloCana losi to SongDong-WoOk 610,66.4-8, 


StabiO) 

EmWoSwtchez 
Sarpio Casals 
Emio Sanchez 
Sergio Casals 

Sergio Casals 
BnlNo Sanchez 


Paragaay (2) (Caraest-VtmzMla) 

Vidor Peed 61,8-4,116 

Hugo Chapacu 62.67,16,36 

VictorPacd - _ . 
PrandsooQonzalel ^ 7,2 

Vidor Pacd 62,36.26.26 

Hugo Chapacu 61.63.66 


Paolo Cano 
Yagaalavla(3) 

Bruno Ortsar 

Slobadan 

Zivojinovic 

Bruno Ortoar 

Slobadan 

i^vdlnovlc 


bt Kkn Bong-Soon 
«s IrllataBI 
b( JarryBatea 
M StaphenShaw 

^ AndrewCaatia 
JarryBales 


26,64.6-4,76 

610,63.46, 

IS, 61, 66^ 


61.6316,63 

6364.6-4 

106.11-31610 



In the aonal semifinal aeriee, Eotiador bt Canada 68; 
China bt Japan 3-8; Soviet Union bt theNetheitazulB61 


New Zealand bt ThaUaiul 4-t; Swltam'land ta Bulgarta 
5-0; Denmark bt Romania 68; Austria bt pwtugal 61 
and Brazil bt Chile 8-1 


Zonal winners will zefitaoe loaere of the relegation 
matOhae In the 1988 field. 
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CALCUTTA SOCCER 


Action: Olff The Ball 

A referee loses control. Mohun Bagan are 
declared last year’s winners. And, yet again, the 
actual soccer is upstaged 


O F late Calcutta 
tioccer has lost its 
glamour The class 
18 missing Skill is 
bai'ely noticeable 
Instead people delve mto 
the past and compare 
the old with the new 
And yet they make a 
beeline for the big 
matches In present day 
soccer mediocre 
performances is the 
order of the day 
But there is the other 


side of the game the 
impeding danger of a 
gillotine in the form of a 
gusty junior side which 
may suddenly tilt the 
balance against any one 
of the Big Three 
Railway F C is one such 
team that always poses a 
problem to the Big 
Three And they did 
against East Bengal m a 
league encountei that 
culminated in a most 
notorious fashion 


Tension prevailed 
throughout the 70 
minutes of play TJnruly 
behaviour, elbowing, 
jostling, abusive 
language and missiles 
from the green galleries 
produced a bitter brew 
East Bengal were 
exasperated A goal was 
all they desired but the 
Railway boys had them 
TOi'ncrod 

Then it was a free for 
all, thanks mainly to 


referee Sumanta 
Ghosh’s inept handling 
of the tie But big teams 
often have the tendency 
to bully Railways too 
weren’t spared from the 
wrath of their rivals It 
was after the breather 
I that the situation took 
I an adverse turn The 
Railway’s goalkeeper. 
Aslam while trying to 
save a floater, was 
injured in the process 
The referee called for a 
sti'etchcr India 
international Sudip 
Chatterer was tnen seen 
rushing to where Aslam 
was lymg and he began 
to pull him off the 
stretcher and demanded 
that play should begin 
immediately Angry 
Railway players 
obstructed Sudip and 
there was a flurry of 
verbal duels which was 
followed by fisticufs 
The referee was not 
I spared Chima, the 
peurile Nigerian, as 
usual got into the fray 
and chased Railway 
coach Chadu 
Roychoudhury who had 
entered the ground 
But of all pecjple 
Shyam Thapa’s 
interference added fuel 
to the fire It was 
unbelievable One didn’t 
expect this of Thapa who 
IS known to be a clean 
and decent player in his 
heydays He also abused 
filthily and charged 
towards the ref 
menacingly because the 
latter had overlooked a 

Jaxnahed Nassiri 
heads in his second goal, 
his side’s third, 
against Bata 







V 





■^ 4 ^ - 













W:» 


Above: Referee Sumanto Ghosh loses^I^^teolMtteE^t^^^^ 

jostle each other. CWma gives the ref a final warning_ 
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Get Well Soon 

* T RAHMAN, 
/sMohun Bagan’s 
reliable defender of 
the Sixties broke his 
leg and never played 
soccer again 
Mangal 
Purokayastha, 
Mohun Bagan’s 
effective 

centre-forward of the 
Sixties, broke his leg 
Went back to his old 
club Aryans But was 
no more than a 
passenger 
More recently. East 
Bengal’s wing-back 
Balai Mukherjee had 
hi8 shm-bone 
shattered He was off 
the maidan for well 
over a year Came 
back and played the 
match of his life in 
the big game against 
Mohun Bagan He 
continues to be in his 
side's first eleven 
And now Biswajit 
Bhattacharya The 
East Bengal Bengal 
and India striker has 
a fight on his hands 
He lies on a bed in a 
private nursing home 
in Calcutta Sadness 
in his eyes Still in a 
daze Wondering 
when he’ll be back on 
the held again 
Wondering whether 
he’ll ever be the same 
again 
Riding hiB 
brother’s motorcycle 
two Saturdays ago. 
‘Bishu’ was hit by a 
private car The bike 
fell heavily on his leg 
shattering his right 
shin-bone DrDurga 
Bhattacharya one of 
the leading 
orthopaedic surgeons 
inthe city and a 
staunch East Bengal 
supporter himself. 



operated on Biswajit’s 
leg and set the 
compound fracture 
right The doctor 
feels he will be out of 
action for the next six 
months at the very 
least 

Time, the cliche 
says, flies It isn’t 
important when he is 


back on his feet What 
IB important is 
whether he has the 
fight in him to get 
back to the top 
Though not the n ost 
aggressive of players, 
something’s telling 
me he s going to be 
back next season 
playing as well as 


ever He has the 
talent He has the 
spirit All he has to do 
IS convince just one 
person that he can do 
It Himself That 
really is all that 
matters 

THE EYE OF THE 
TIGER. BISHU' 

Barry O’Brien 
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Mohun Ba^an’s Narinder Th^pa has only the BNR goalkeeper to beat. The champions won the 

tight match thanks to a Sishir Qhosh goal 

srhaps the ref announced the court was abandoned. It also office superinten 

; given the verdict for the 1986 meant that his name Kamal Dutta. Th( 

of the doubt. league championship should not be entered 64-year-old Dutts 


goal Perhaps the ref 
could be given the 
benefit of the doubt. 
Worse still was that two 
players were shown the 
dreaded red card after 
Sudip Das and Pradip 
Saha were having a 
serious boxing bout 

And where was 
Bhaskar Ganguly who is 
branded for his 
notoriety? In most 
maidan tamashas where 
East Bengal is involved 
his name springs up 
automatically. But on 
that day when hell broke 
loose he was the only 
player who tried to 
pacify both the crowd 
and the players. That 
was on July 14. 

On that day itself the 
parent body’s governing 
members met for a four 
minute meeting where 
the IPA secretary 
Erodyut Dutta 

Photographs: Santosh Qhosh 


announced the court 
verdict for the 1986 
league championship 
And all s|>eculation 
came to rest when the 
verdict went in favour of 
Mohun Bagan. So it 
makes them league 
champions for the 
twentieth time 
The whole issue 
centered around Mastan 
Ahmed’s participation in 
the match between 
Mohun Bagan and 
Police A.C. Mastan had 
earlier been booked in 
two consecutice ties and 
should as a rule have 
faced a one tie 
suspension. But the 
chairman of the then 
league sub-panel Ashok 
Mitra had pointed out 
that an official letter was 
not sent to Mohun 
Bagan informing them 
of Mastan's second 
booking as the match 


into the caution register 
ofthelFA. 

The action then moved 
to the IFA office. The 
secretary Prodyut Dutta 
told newsmen that the 
league sub committee on 
the strength of the 
referee’s report had 
awarded the match to 
Police A.C. He however, 
categorically mentioned 
that it was a lapse on the 
part of the clerk Kunja 
Adak who had not 
entered Mastan's name 
in the caution register. 
Adak was later made to 
tender his resignation. 
So Mr Dutta had found a 
scapegoat in Adak. He 
wasn’t the only person 
to have faced the 
secretary’s drastic 
action. The blame also 
fell on the IPA paid 


office superintendent 
Kamal Dutta. The 
64-year-old Dutta had 
been working daily for 
forty years for the IPA 
and even till a few days 
back Prodyut Dutta^ad 
asked him to continue in 
office as long as he 
wished. The Mastan 
issue also landed Kamal 
Dutta in trouble. It was 
quite unexpected. He 
was asked to resign. 
What is m(»t surprising 
is that Kamal Dutta who 
is a staunch supporter of 
Mohun Bagan had never 
during his tenure in 
office done anything to 
fs^vopr his club The 
superintendent has 
never divulged any 
office secrets. However, 
counter attacks will 
surely come Kamal 
Dutta has left, with a bad 
taste in his mouth 
ACMTMondent 




APPRECIATION 


cenhiry on debut 

THEN FADE OUT! 

An appreciation of 
A.G. Kripal Singh 


A G KRIPAL SINGH 
Aarrivod on the scene 
like few other Indian 
c I icketei & before him 
Thirty yeais before 
Azhaiuddin it was 
unheard of a batsman to 
make an unbeaten 100 
on his Test debut and 
follow it up with 63 in 
the next match and 36 in 
the thud Given this 
dream start, his final 
Test figures (Tests, 
422 runs aver age 28) 
may appear 
disappointing A O 
Kr ipal Singh did not live 
up to the label of India’s 


outstanding young 
batsman of his time, it 
must also be said that he 
was not encouraged 
fully 

Between 1055 and 
1964 the years of his 
first and last Tests India 
played 44 matches. 
Kripal played in only 14 
of them For one reason 
after another he was 
overlooked even after 
having pei formed well 
in the previous Test A 
batsman’s confidence is 
frequently shattered 
under these 
circumstances and 


p r T -\ir ' 


H S! fi«Aded fdr tlMi oppoi^nts* 

career was eveA^l enou^br-^ 
unbeaten ipo on iWt debut ButbbemiMif! 1 
unusual happening in Knpal Slngb’s'^I'eMb 
osireer came about a decade latervwibfni tie • 
fielded as a substitute— for the oppoemg ei4 
It happened in the second Test «t Bpmbey ' 
against England m January 1964 Knpal 41^ . 
in ^he squad of 16 but could not make it to tbS 
Anal eleven The England team had oh^ 
eleven fit men and this was the team they ^ 

Aelded Shortly after play started, the vice 
captain, Micky Stewart (current England team 
manager) fell ill and could not field The 
England side was reduced to ten After humdd 
ocmsultations, Knpal Singh was allowed to 
field for the visitor s One wonders whether 
this oould be possible in today’s 
a8k-ru>quarter-give-no-quarter environment. ’ 


Kripal, perhaps not 
made of sterner stuff 
was no exception 
Consider the facts He 
played in one Test in the 
series against West 
Indies in 1958 59 and 


got 53 (top score) and 
nine He played only one 
Test in the series m 
England in 1059, 
getting O and 41 (second 
top scoie) He Wtis not 
c onsidored foi the 
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rubbers against 
Australia in 1959-60 
and against Pakistan 
the following year. This 
period—from the late 
Fifties to the early 
Sixties—was his peak as 
is evident from his 
performance for Madras 
in the Raiyi Trophy. 

Perhaps realising that 
he had to do something 
else to catch the 
selectors’ eye, Kripal 
took up bowling 
seriously and in time 
became more than a 
useful off-spinner In 
fact, after Ghulam 
Ahmed but before the 
advent of Prasanna and 
Venkataragha van. 
Kripal was the best 
purveyor of this type of 
bowling in the land. It 
was good enough for 
him to capture three 
wickets in an innings 
against both England 
and Australia By this 
time the lack of 
confidence in his batting 
was total and his last 
three Test innings 
recorded scores of 0 and 
1. The wheel had turned 
full circle 

If in the selectors’ 
view. Kripal was. for all 
his talent and ability, 
not worthy of playing 
more matches for the 
country, India's loss was 
Madras’ gain. By 
common consent, Kripal 
was the best batsman to 
be produced by the state. 
He was both, an 
aesthetic and statistical, 
delight. He was elegance 
personified with a 
graceful cover drive, 
matching quantity with 
quality. At the time of 
his retirement he held 
most of the state's 
batting records. 

Kripal Singh was a 
natural slip fielder, agile 
in his movements. He 
will perhaps be best 
remembered as a orefty. 



shrewd skipper. He led 
the state for several 
years and it was said 
that he could read the 
wicket better than most. 
He play^ on a 
batsman’s weakness and 
plotted his dismissal. 

His bowling changes 
were astute, his field 
placings imaginative. 
Venkataiaghavan, 
himi»lf a fine strategist, 
attributed much about 
tactics to Kripal in his 
formative years. 

Kripal Singh bore no 
rancour at having been 
•treated shabbily during 
his playing days. To him 


cricket was a game to be 
enjoyed, without having 
any ill feelings towards 
anyone. It was a game to 
be won, but not at any 
cost. 

In his capacity as 
chairman of the state 
selection committee, 
Kripal used to drive 
around to various 
grounds to see matches 
and spot talent. He was 
used to this long before 
he was given the 
••official” tag. The 
elevation to the national 
selection committee was 
a reward for the work he 
had been putting in at 


the state and zonal level. 

He was also a witty 
story teller, regaling 
them with tales about 
Umrigar, Manjrekar, 
Mankad, Gupte, Borde 
and Pataudi. The 
memories will remain. 

Carrying memories of 
‘‘Pali’’ most vividly will 
be those who, in the 
Fillies and Sixties, used 
to jump on their cycles 
and pedal ten miles or 
more to watch a Kripal 
Singh cover drive in the 
course of the inevitable 
hundred in a league 
match. 

Partab RamchaiHl, Matkaa 








There is nothing wrong with me or 
my form 

Champion 400m hurdler Edwin 
Moses 


They play more on grass than we I am not the kind of runner who can 

do, so they are very experienced on sit back and take things easy 
it. So I expect a very tough match Said Aouita after breaking his own 

indeed 5,000m world record 

Pat Cash on the India-Australia Davis - 1 

Cup semi final clash 



Those who have started these 
rumours about my comeback 
ahould be shot 

Dennis Lillee 


I have special plans to tackle Pat 
Cash, but I am not revealing them 
now. We can upset the Ausstes. 
Don’t write us off 
Vijay Amntraj 


The 'electric chair* in Indian cricket 

Sunil Gavaskar about the Indian 
captaincy 



Closing ceremonies always leave 
behind a curious residue of relief 
and tears 

PT.Usha 


A quarter of the spectators are left 
at the end of one of the greatest 
matches I have ever played in and 
half the people are rooting for a guy 
from another country 
John McEnroe complaining after his 
marathon Davis Cup loss to Boris 
Becker 


So I said to myself, ‘you better get 
cracking or it will be too late' 

Sir Don Bradman deading to break 
his long silence 















Pitching 
Them Out 

Muirfield Mix up 

M UIRFIBLD, home to 
the Honourable 
I Company of Edinburgh 
Golfers and now host to 
the British Open golf 
tournament, stands for 
everything autocracy 
and snobbery in sjxjrt 
ever portrayed. 

Take the example of 
the 1973 Ryder Cup 
teams. Having made 
themselves well at home 
at the club house, they 
quite outstayed their 
welcome by hanging 
around till the stiff 
upper-lipped secretary 
Paddy Hamner walked 
in at 6.45 p.m. and 
stage-whispered “Have 
you people no houses to 
go to?”. When even that 
drew no response. 
Hamner stomped in ten 
minutes later with a 


char and a vacuum 
cleaner! 

Needless to say, the 
golfers got the hint this 
time. 

STILL on the topic of 
Muirfield, the 
Lancashire Evening' 
Telegraph is an 
embarrassed newspaper 
after their British Open 
preview described the 
venue with ‘palm trees 
and balmy beaches’. 

That certainly didn’t 
sound too much like the 
wind-howling east coast 
of Scotland where the 
Muirfield course nestles. 

Seems they got the 
Scottish Muirfield mixed 
up with the Muii field 
Village, Ohio! 

Top Gun 

Richards Cruises 

HE leading Elnglish 
newspaper. The 
Times recently held a 
cricket 



competition—part of 
which was naming their 
choice for top batsman 
of the world. 

With over 500 entries 
coming in, it was 
refreshing to see an 
irrelevance to 
nationalism by cricket 
lovers as they polled. 

148 in favour of Viv 
Richards, 

128 in favour of 
Martin Crowe, 


77 in favour of Allan 
Border, 

50 in favour of Sunil 
Gavaskar, 

43 in favour of Javed 
Miandad, 

35 in favour of Gordon 
Greenidge, 

18 in favour of 
Graeme Hick, 

and 17 in favour of 
others. 

Looks like our own 
highest run-getter isn’t 
too high on the 
popularity polls in 
England! 

Patient 

Buxtcm 

Still Waiting 

F or those of you who 
keep carving notches 
into the gun against 
Wimbledon’s 
institutionalism, here’s 
something more to shoot 
about. 

The 1956 ladies’ 
singles runners-up and 
the ladies’ doubles 
winner (partnering 
Althea Gibson), Angela 
Buxton, made the usual 
application for 
membership to the 
prestigious All England 
Club. Something that is 
a mere formality for 
winners at Wimbledon. 

But the All England 
club did not seem to see 
it fit for them to have her 
as a member. ’They kept 
her waiting, like they 
did with a certain J.P. 
McEnroe. The only 
difference being; John 
got it thereafter, 
Angela’s still waiting. 

Puting this undue 
discrimination against 
her to the fact that she is 
Jewish, Angela Buxton 
sent them a reminder on 
the 30th anniversary of 
her initial 

application—1986! And 
she was quite amused 
when the reply promptly 
arrived asking her to ‘be 
patient’. 
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The Year Of 


M OHUN BAGAN 
may be facing a 
problem or two on the 
football tiont but 
thiough the last sea¬ 
son of Calcutta crick¬ 
et they had things 
going only then way 
The first division 
league as well as the 
knockout Followed 
by two more cham¬ 
pionship wins, and 
captain Moloy Baner- 
jee couldn't ask for 
more A team effort it 


may well have been, 
but one man made his 
presence felt more 
than anyone else 
Who else but Arun 
Piggy Lai' 

The Indian opener 
kept the runs flowing 
for his club and was 
the obvious choice for 
the honour of the 
Cricketer for the Year 
1986 87' At the 
Cricket Association of 
Bengal's award cere¬ 
mony last fortnight 
Lai picked up the tro¬ 
phy along with a cash 
prize of 1,500 rupees 
Coming m at number 
three he provided the 



necessary stability in 
the early middle 
order 

Besides Lai, the 
star attraction at the 
function, there were 
other winners too 
Tanay Das won the 
Ananda Bazar Patn- 
ka Limited trophy for 
the best district 
cricketer, Amit 
Ghosh of Scottish 
Church Collegiate 
School and Sourav 
Ganguly of St 
Xavier s Collegiate 
School were declcued 
the best under-19 and 
under 15 cricketers 
respectively 


Zed Closes 
Shop 

F or over a decade 
he piled up the big 
scores fOr Pakistan, 
Gloucestershire and 
Pakistan Internation¬ 
al Airimes Some said 
he was the greatest 
Pakistani batsman of 
all time Most agieed 
he was the most 
graceful Certainly 
one of the most suc¬ 
cessful But the time 
has come for Zaheer 
Abbas to give it all up 
Having already 
given up county and 
international cricket, 
the Pakistani bats 
man has finally 
broken all links with 
the game He has 
been trasferred from 
the sports quota to a 
full time marketmg 
post That means he 
vinll not be tuimng 
out for the PIA side 
That means he will 
not be around for the 
Rehance Cup Not as 
a participant anyway 
And that is sad For 



Miandad may be more 
successful, Malik 
more belligerent, and 
Imran more char¬ 
ismatic, but Zaheer 
had a bit of it all 
Well played Zed' 


Moving 
Down Under 

HAZAN SINGH 
sticks out like a 
sore thumb in the In- 
dian swimming 
scene He is, in fact 
the only Indian 
sportsman who has 
been cleared to date 
for the Seoul Olym 
pics, subject of course 
to his qualifying in 
the trials Khazan, a 
silver medallist m the 
1OO metre butterfly at 
the Asian Games, is 
already in Perth to 
tram undei his coach 
Eric Arnold The 23- 


year old Central Re¬ 
serve Police Force em¬ 
ployee has his air fare 
and incidental ex¬ 
penses in Australia 
covered by the Indian 
government 
Khazan who had 
categorically blamed 
the absence of hiS 
coach Arnold at Seoul 
for his missing out on 
a gold medal, is all 
keyed up to peak just 
for the Olympics 
Even qualifying for 
the 100 metre final 
would be an achieve¬ 
ment And that's 
going to take a lot of 
hard work 











Will Budd 
Bloom? 

S OUTH AFRICAN 
bom Zola Budd is 
back on the track She 
had been a dis¬ 
appointment at the 
Los Angles Olympics, 
everyone was waiting 
to see a new star 
emerge But fkte went 
against her Well, 
now she is back m 
training and ready to 
prove her critics 
wrong She left think¬ 
ing her career as an 
athlete marred by in¬ 
jury, had come to an 
end 

She said, *‘I thought 
my running career 
was over I had an 


Chaneinff 

Times 

J AHANGIR KHAN 
of Pakistan, has 
been on top oi the 
squash world for six 
years, but now the 
tables have turned 
He has joined the 
ranks of Edwin Moses 
and Boris Becker He 
has suffered his 
second defeat in six 
years This time it 
wasn’t Ross Norman 
of New Zlealand, it 
was Rodney Martin of 
Australia at the Syd¬ 
ney Grand Pnx 
Martin recovered 
from a two game- 
deficit to topple 
Jahangir in ninety 
mmutes 7-9, 4-9, 9-7, 
10-8, 0-6 Jahangir 
was no longer the un¬ 
beatable, Norman and 
Martin had proved 
that fact 

The Queenslander’s 
victory W8B a com¬ 
pensation for his de¬ 
feat in the British 



almost constant 
throbbing pain in the 
right hip 1 couldn’t 
sit properly and I 
couldn't sleep ” But 
the writing on the 
wall said different 
Now her confidence is 
back, "1 am ready to 
race anytime I want 
to" 


'1 

1 


Open this year Mar¬ 
tin had led 6-0 m the 
fifth game before 
Jahangir brought his 
hopes tumbling to the 
ground 

Martin had sought 
the help of the legen¬ 
dary Australian, 
Geoff Hunt, the last 
man before Norman 
to beat Jahangir And 
this has paid rich di¬ 
vidends If this 18 a 
sign of things to come 
then Jahangir has to 
improve his act to 
stay where he be¬ 
longs 


Minded 

Maradona 

D iego marado- 

NA 18 worth a 
thousand pounds a 
nunute Or at least so 
think the organisers 
of the Football League 
Centenary match to 
be played at Wembley 
this Saturday 
A Rest of the World 
XI will play England 
in front of a sell-out 
crowd While Eng¬ 
land will be looking to 
their goal-machine 
Gary Linekar to lead 
their attack the star- 
studded Rest of the 
World side will hope 
for their E90,000 re¬ 
cruit, Maradona, to 
prove his worth 
But as usual having 
the temperament of 
superstars. Mar ado 
na still hasn’t con¬ 
firmed whether he 
plans to play or not 
Terry Venables the 
former England play¬ 
er, who IS organisng 


The Choice Is 
Clear 

B oris becker 

took some time oft 
from his Davis Cup 
practice schedule to 
ponder over his defeat 
at Wimbledon as well 
as his future in 
general He has now 
been relegated from 
the second to the 
fourth spot He is a 
beaten and worried 
man And now sud¬ 
denly he faces eight¬ 
een months of com¬ 
pulsory military ser¬ 
vice 

But he has ruled 
out an early stmt in 
the Bundeswehr He 



the Rest of th the 
World XI side is frus¬ 
trated but refused to 
make any statements 
The only comment 
he makes is, “There 
are principles in¬ 
volved, but he 18 an 
exception and while 
there is a possibihty 
he will play I will put 
my principles out of 
the wmdow ’’ 


will join only when he 
IS ready and when his 
career in tennis has 
come to an end 

Boris said, "All my 
school friends had to 
go into the armed 
forces and I have said 
1 will also be a soldier 
but 1 will not go 
into the Bundeswehr 
until after my tennis 
career ” 

Now the big ques¬ 
tion IS—does Becker 
serve Germany more 
as a terms player 
than as a soldier’’ 
Surely, as a tennis 
professional and 
therefore he can 
choose at what age he 
enters the army 








NEWS IN PICTURES 


Rllfht Britain’s Nick 
Faldo kisses the British 
Open Golf Trophy after 
his victory at Muirfiedl, 
Scotland The Briton 
won by one stroke from 
Australia’s Rodger 
Davis and American 
Paul Asinger 


Bottom Ian Rush signs 
autographs In his new 
home in Italy, where he 
will be playing for 
Juventus 
Photographs AP 
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Above: Muhammad All carries his bag’s 
through (^cage’s O'Hara Airport after 
arriving back from Mexico where he had 
gone to '&e possibilities of having a brain 
surgery 


Bottom: Mike McCallum reacts to the 
crowd while Donidd Curry (background) 
heads to the comer. MoCaUum won the 
WB A Middleweight Championships 
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DUkRY 


Jvly India get their 
name on the 
medal-winners’ list at 
the Asian Track and 
Field Championships at 
Singapore with 
strongman Balwinder 
Singh putting the shot 

17 56m for a bronze 
medal While 800m 
runner Shiny 
Abraham, qualifies for 
hex final, the men's 
800m entry, Sriprasad 
Mahanto, fails to make 
the eight-man final in 
his event 

July Lydia de Vega 
of the Philippines 

18 the fastest woman 
athlete in Asia as she 
drubs India's P T Usha 
into second place in the 
100m sprint at the Asian 
Track and Field meet 
India’s disappiointment 
18 further heightened as 
Shiny Abraham fails to 
judge her race correctly 
and finishes a poor 
fourth in the 600m 

Mudassar Nazar plays a 
watchful opener’s knock 
to score an unbeaten 102 
on the opening day of 
the fourth cricket Test 
between England and 


Pakistan at Edgbaston 
At close of play, 
Pakistan is 250 for the 
loss of three wickets 

The Indonesian Open 
badminton 
championships at 
Jakarta sees plenty of 
action with Prakash 
Padukone crashing out 
in the first round and 
Morten Frost 
withdrawing in protest 
of the poor quality of 
shuttlecocks used m the 
championships 

pM Jlly Agoing 
mHc warhorse Vijay 
Amritraj and master of 
touchplay Ramesh 
Krishnan dominate the 
first day of Davis Cup 
play against Israel as 
they win their singles 
matches against Amos 
Mansdorf and Shlomo 
Ghrkstein respectively 
to give India a 2-0 lead 

Salim Yousuf misses a 


Harry Lewis 
(foreground left), John 
Reid up. beats Naheez, 
R. Cochrane up. in the 
Budweiser Irish Derby 
at Cunagh, Ireland 


century by Just nine 
runs as Pakistan total 
439 in their first 
inmngs of the fourth 
Test at Edgbaston At 
draw of stumps on the 
second day, England are 
18 for no loss 

P T Usha races away 
with the 400m hurdles 
gold at the Asian Track 
and Field meet at 
Singapore with a time of 
56 48 

Jlly India’s veteran 
doubles 
combination of Vyay 
and Anand Amritraj is 
good enough to beat the 
Israeh pair of Shlomo 
Glickstein and Gilad 
Bloom and chnch the 
Davis Cup quarter ftnal 
tie at the DLTA courts 

England fight back with 
273 for five on the third 
day of the Edgbaston 
Test At draw of stumps, 
skipper Mike Getting 
and all-rounder Ian 
Botham are at the 
crease 

The Indian 400m 
combination of P T 
Usha and Vandana 





Shanbag dominate the 
event at the Asian Track 
and Field meet with 
Usha taking gold and 
Shanbag claiming 
silver Ashwmi 
Nachappa, however, 
cannot maintain the hot 
pace set by Lydia de 
Vega and finishes 
fourth in the 200m 


pet MyHamesh 
MV Knshnan drives 
the final nail into Israeli 
tennis’ coffin as he beats 
Amos Mansdorf in the 
first of the reverse 
singles while Vasudevan 
denies them the pleasure 
of winning even a single 
set in the Davis Cup tie, 
winmng the first set 
10-8 agamst Glickstein 
in the other reverse 


smgles before ram stops 
play 


The Indian performance 
at the Asian Track amd 
Field meet at Singapore 
is good enough only for 
fifth place overall in 
spite of the gold and 
silver medal won by the 
4 X400m relay and 
4 X 1 00m relay teams 
respectively on the last 
day 



pn Jlly Mike Gatting 
MI leads from the 
front with a fluent 124 
to take England to 521 
m their first innings 
against Pakistna at 
Edgbaston At close of 
play, Pakistan are 38 for 
no loss 


no Jlly Seventeen 
MOwickets fall on the 
last day of the fourth 
Test between England 
and Pakistan at 
Edgbaston with 
England almost 
levelhng the senes as 
they get Pakistan all out 
for 205 in their second 
mnings and score 108 
for seven before they 
run out of time 



fTBR having 
oonvinoail yott 

fhf 11t h# ^?n |h wyvn 


axadtiy th* teak vr^ to 
Judg* your being 
overwoll^t or not, you 


anwgtbecRJvloue 
Vlfhak,tbeii,lethe 
ocnxectwayweoan 
judge tor oum^vee? 


'Qutoe you have 
ftfidenitood that obesity 
la a lAoiblem of fat and 
ncd weight, then you oaa 
thrbw the bathroom 
dbeleeoutandget 
orsoipng cm finding out 
how Iht you really are 
We've etreeeed It 
befbre—and we're doing 
it again—pleaee dont 
ibix up overweight with 
obeeity 

There are (iases where 
the overweight person is 
eo laden with mueclee 
that he IS overweight In 
theaanme oases, there 
is very little likelihocxi of 
exoeaaive tat being 
jpreeenttoo But there 
oan aleo be peopde who 
weigh Chore or lees 
proportionately to their 
hei^t and frame but 
oonpet solely of blubber 
That’s obeaity too 

The object of weight 
reduotion—ient that 
what we've been going 
on about for aome tune 
now-^ to lose exoesB 
fht without reducing 
your lean tiasuea By 
ttiait we mean your 
uiueoleB, boose and 
blood Then you're 


to do ie bum off 
twi htt und stiU e^ 
hhaWhy • For that, we 
J&Kto foeupptement any 
of let zedudog 




FITNESS 


The word should 
be overwaist, not 
overweight 


Icmkaftcn* the muKiles 
and they’ll iodk after 
tbemeelvee 

Here again, don’t get 
dieheartened by the 
fTustrailng weight 
taotor Yo^ probably 
gain weight alter a 
oouide of weeks Whatv 
Heavier? But we were 
supposed to lose* Okay, 
Olmy Before you guys 
scream our h^tde off 
take a look in toe 
mirror Like what you 
eeeV Looks mighty 
better doesn’t So, 
does it make a difference 
if you've lost weight or 
notv 


If you're trying to shm 
down. 3 rou should be 
locdcing at the fat on 
your waistline, hips and 
tolgha Not the weight 
on toe scales You’ll be 
toe first to agree when 
we ety that your trouser 
or skirt size la the best 
way tojudgehow fat 
you're getting So, 
Bunilarly, when the fat 
starts reducing, it’ll be 
most prominent m these 
sizes 

Actually, when you 
come to think of it, it 
would be better to revert 
to Laurence 

Moorbouee’s theory and 
change the termincdogy 



alittle Instead of calling 
an obese man 
ovmrweight. you should 
be calling him 
ovsrwaist Thiaisgivm 
weight (pardon the pun, 
however horrendous it 
might seem during a 
topic like this) by the 
fad that men 
charaotenstioally put on 
fat around their waist 
first 

Hddit Before you 
run off and start 
hunting fbr that tape 
measure which you 
know 18 around 
somewhere, read on 
Taking your waist 
measurement by a tape 
measure can give you an 
inaccurate reading too 

Man being a naturally 
conceited animal, as well 
as a httle crooked, you 
tend to cheat oven on 
yourself Admit it, don't 
you hold your turn a wee 
bit tighter when a tape 
slides around itv 

For an absolute 
correct reading, toe 
abdomen must be m a 
normal state, neither 
sucked in or pushed out 
The pelvis must be levd 
The tape must be placed 
on toe waistline, that la 
just above the crests of 
toe pelvis and be 
horizontal all round 
The best metocxl 18 to use 
a belt instead of a tape 
Wear it with your 
trousers and take in toe 
notches until it fits 
snugly Not tightly 
Then remove the belt 
and measure It 

That’s the best way of 
knowing how much you 
measure around the 
waist 

Oboe you’ve figured 
out fbr yourself how fat 
you are, than you (»n 
get cracking on doing 
Bomethmg about It Next 
webk we'll get stuck into 
finding out how much 
your waistline should 
measure 














SPORTING LIFE 


Wrecking The Wickets 

He was not satisfied just g-etting' them out by 
knocking down ttieir wicket He wished to make 
sure there was no doubt about it whatsoever, so at 
Sleaford in the yeai 1892. a Mr Ait ken who was 
playing foi his local side, clean bowled three men 
with a hat tuck ol successive balls, each time 
bi(‘aking a stump in half —the leg, middle and off 
slumps lespeclivelv 


Tennis Twister 

The 1 eal heroes of the Wimbledon week wore not 
Martina Navratilova or Pat Cash but the 
commentators who had to say Slobodan Zivoiinovic 
when the guy with the unpronouncable name was 
playing 




Bobby Joe's horseshoes ore declared illegal. 



Dof/'r WORfiV, DEAR, all 7HE SPBCTATORS 
SAID you HAD A PERFBCTLy LEStT/AUTB 
REASOH for L061H&.., BY WB WAY, WHAT 
WERE YOU CHOKffJF* ON ^ 



R:>R A tXATH IN THE FAMILY PD CONSIDER 
RAISINS YOUR handicap^but Nor because 
Your horoscope tocay vyas bau>/ 













CROSSWORD/QUa 


Crossword 377 



\CROSS 

I Winner of the 100m and 200m in the 
recently-concluded Singapore meet 
(1.2.4) 

4 Winner of the marathon at the 
London Olympics, 1908, but 
disqualified because he had been 
assisted midway (6, l) 

8 Bedi, Chandra and Prasanna were 
the deadly spin "what (4) 

9 Golfing term ends in table tennis (4) 

0 The fastest stroke in swimming ends 

in a right angle (5) 

II Bespectacled table tennis player 
from Japan returns (4) 

12 Minister of Youth Affairs comprises 
an acute angle (4) 

13 A delivery that passes under the bat 

( 1 . 6 ) 

>5 Association Football club in 
Montevideo known as the Central 
Uruguayan Railway Cncket Club till 
1913, starts with a writing implement 
t7) 

>OWN 

1 A run round an athletics track (3) 

2 A patka-ed Indian table tennis player 
ascends(3) 

3 This trophy is awarded in N 
Amencan ice hockey to the player 
who tops the scorers table at the 
end of the season (3,4) 

5 A six-a-side team game played a 
stick and a rubber puck (1, 6) 

6 Just where the Caribbeans put us 
when they came to India under 
Lloyd in 1983 (2. 5) 

7 Seven-a-side ball game played by 
women and girls (7) 

13 Association of Tennis Professionals 

( 1 . 1 . 1 ) 

14 Initials of the company sponsoring 
the World Cup in India (1,1,1) 


ICMM: BOM: 1S-14, Flif: 13. 


QUESTIONS 

1 Who was voted' the Greatest 
Swimmer of the Half Century” in 
19507 

2 Who was the first to break the 50 
sec in 100m freestyle swimming 
(men)7 

3 Records in “Short course' 
swimming pools are not counted 
What IS a short course pooP 

4 What IS “Handley s Cottage 7 

5 And what is “Hailwood Heights’ 7 

6 What IS the best sea level timing 
for 100m sprint7 

7 Who was the first woman to do 
the 4CK)m under 50 secs 7 

8 Who was the first high jumper to 
lift himself over 6 ft 7 

9 In 1960 a panel of eight eminent 
judges voted a particular Davis 
Cup match as the finest ever 
Which match was it7 

10 Who was known as “Big Marge' 7 

ANSWERS 

1 Johnny Weissmuller (USA) 

2 Jim Montgomery (U S A) at 
Montreal on July 25.1976 

3 Pools less than 50m in length 

4 ‘ Handley s Cottage' is named 
after Walter Handley who 
crashed during the 1932 Isle of 
Man Tourist Trophy race The 
names of those who have met 
with unfortunate ends are dotted 
along the route of the Mountain 
Circuit 

5 The highest point of the Mountain 
Circuit (see previous answer) has 
been renamed after Mike 
Hailwood (who had 14 TT 
victories to his credit) Hailwood 
died in a car accident after his 
retirement 

6 The 9 96 sec clocked by Mel 
Lattany (U S A) on May 5 1984 


SOLUTION 377 



at Athens, Georgia 

7 Irena Szewinska (Poland) who 
clocked 49 9 sec at Warsaw on 
June 22.1974 

8 Marshall Brooks (Britain) who 
cleared 6 ft Va inch in 1876 

9 The 1937 Davis Cup match 
between Donald Budge (USA) 
and Gottfried Von Cramm 
(Germany) 

10 Margaret Smith (Later Mrs 
Court), famous tennis player of 
Australia 

QUESTIONS 

1 What IS Silver Fox 7 

2 Who was (he first foreign winner 
of the men s singles title in 
All-England badminton 
championships7 

3 Who was the first foreign entrant 
in All-England badminton 
championships (men s singles) 7 

4 When was the breakaway World 

Badminton Federation formed 7 l 

5 When was Open badminton 

accepted 7 ' 

6 When was India elected a ] 

member of the International ' 

Badminton Federation7 

7 Which world champion 

badminton player was a dentist 7 | 

8 Whose record Rudy Hartono | 

broke when he won his eighth ' 

I all-England title7 j 

9 Who innovated the backhand ' 

service in badminton 7 

10 How much does a badminton 

shuttle weigh7 i 

I ANSWERS I 

' 1 A stainless steel badminton , 

racket introduced for the first time in i 

1936 ' 

2 Tage Madsen (Denmark) in I 

1939 ' 

3 Jack Purcell (Canada) in 1931 ' 

4 In 1978 I 

5 In 1979 

6 In 1935 

7 Lene Koppen (Denmark) 

8 Erland Kops i 

9 Hazel Hogarth (England) 

10 80 grains (5 18 g) l 


Ran|it Ghose | 
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A fter the dis¬ 
appointments of the 
first Test, where the 
weather emerged as 
Man of the Match close¬ 
ly followed by the reha¬ 
bilitated Tim Robinson, 1 
was looking forward to a 
couple of days at Lord’s 
The second Test was 
bound to be more excit¬ 
ing, featuring Pakistan 
with a fully fit Imran 
and the prodigal Abdul 
Qadir flown in from La¬ 
hore against an England 
team which for the first 
time in living memory I 
picked correctly I won’t 
say I agreed with the 
selectors' choice, but it 
wasn’t difficult to guess 
which 12 names would 
ranerge from the hat 
I had not wanted to 
take the car as parking 
around Lord’s is diffi¬ 
cult even when, like that 
morning, it is pouring 
with ram and nobody in 
their right minds would 
make a 60-mile journey 
to see a game that was 
almost certain not to 
take place However, if 
the trams refuse to run, 
then the oar is the only 
alternative By 9 30 I 
was on my way At 9 40 
the wind screen-wiper 
piacked up At 9 42 the 
ram subsided for a brief 
moment, and 1 resolved 
to carry on Visibility 
could have been no 
worse than at Lord’s the 
previous evening, and I 
put out ot my mmd the 
fact that Mike Gattmg 
had failed to complete 
his journey under simi¬ 
lar conditions 


My journey was made 
more enjoyable m its lat¬ 
ter stages by the Test 
Match Special team (to 
whom Bill Athey was a 
very entertaining addi¬ 
tion) assuring me even 
before the first mspeo- 
tion of the^itoh JtfK 
woid|[^e‘5d|!B*play 
such m- 



iormation, does a man 
battling m from the M25 
towards St John’s Wood 
turn round and go home 
or does he motor on re¬ 
gardless of the dangers 
If he has a duty to report 
on the day's events to a 
knowledgeable and dis¬ 
criminating readership, 
he must go on, and if he 
has an invitation m his 
pocket to one 'of the New 
Mound Stand boxes he Is 
even more likely to I 
leave it to you to decide 
which factoi persuaded 
me to complete my mis¬ 
sion 

The Mound Stand has 
been ti anaformed and 
m my opmion, the trans¬ 
formation IS a great im 
provement In past 
years it was not possible 
to watch Open Universi¬ 
ty Mathematics Lesson 
243 during lulls in the 


play, as it is now, nor 
was it likely that the 
pre-lunch canapes 
would be worth having 
two of as the tray passed 

by 

What was the signifi¬ 
cance of the Fiiday’s 
play in the grand tapes¬ 
try of Test cricket‘d Well, 
we were all agieed that 
it was tremendous for 
Bruce French to cap his 
night watchmanship at 
Old Trafford with an m- 
nings which would have 
last^ at least 43 hours 
even if he was to be dis¬ 
missed first ball on the 
Saturday moi niiig At 
that rate, his century 
was likely to take about 
SIX months ruhng him 
out of the World Cup as 
well 

We also agreed that an 
alternative version of 


The weather will clearly be the Man of the Series 
in 1987 



cricket, that can be play 
ed in the ram, needs tc 
be devised to HU up the 
watery hours of a typicaJ 
flamming June Some¬ 
thing combining the 
spectacle of synchro¬ 
nised swimming witb 
the subtle grace of Mike 
Gattmg OBE eating s 
hamburger is what the 
crowds want With 
several hectares of wat¬ 
ery outfield to wallow m, 
the players would need 
to swap whites for wet¬ 
suits and helmets foi 
snorkels, and then rain 
would never stop play 
Although the wearing oi 
flippers would reduce 
the pace of the fast bow¬ 
lers as they ran m tc 
bowl from the Shallow 
End I am confident that 
the sight of lar Botham 
(Guy the Hippo) wallow¬ 
ing at second slip, snap¬ 
py as a crocodile sand¬ 
wich, would keep the 
crowds happy through 
even the longest thun¬ 
derstorms The only real 
question that needs to be 
resolved is whether Phil 
Edmond’s cellnet phone 
will work under water 

Just to make the day 
complete, I must report 
that on my return jour¬ 
ney to Kent, it continued 
to ram and at ten-to-six 
I was involved in a 
minor car crash when a 
passing motorist chose 
to dent my offside rear 
door It was all his fault, 
as he readily admitted, 
but I am inclined not to 
charge his insurance 
company wnth the repair 
bill I think instead I will 
send it to British Rail, 
without whose ineffi¬ 
ciencies I would never 
have been tempted to 
drive to Lord’s in the 
first place 

The weather will clear¬ 
ly be the Man of the 
Senes in 1987 


JonsthMi RIm 
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Kawasaki BajajKBlOO 

The toughest raciest, safest motorcycle of them all 
Japanese technology effectively adapted for Indian roads 
The KB 100 is brought to you by Bajaj India s premier 
two and three wheeler company and Kawasaki the Japanese 
high technology giant Kawasaki has nailed history to its door 
by making the fastest motorcycle in the world 

The KB 100 comes with the celebrated advantage of 
Bajaj's countrywide network of sales senrice and spare parts 
dealers At each centre mechanics specially t'ained at the ^ 
factory ensure that your motorcycle is maintained in jM 

prime condition 

Ride the Kawasaki Bajaj KB 100 and you'll 
appreciate why you just can t beat a Bajaj 






Engineered to take more tha n von can tfive 



ITawn Ralr-i .Itn'i* 



oming 






‘■hiivialay. 













magical 
valleys of 
a thousand 
charms. 


Hi'- 


®ouS.;, 



JO/ZV 


' 3016257 


•Ps„ "Wdrrt/“''<''nflS;.“P*'s(uwc^ 1*116 








<^^'ZZy>c,Hp 

f-'cwj J* r« L'' 





mmMK 


’’•-I*]L 11 ^ 'a 


12-18 August, 1987 
Volume Vltl Issue 42 J 
An Ananda ^zar , 
Publication ./A" 
Rs. 5.00 


Siliv Point 


E.M, Well! 


Qeet Sethi strikes again 

The Becker Factor 14 
German football 16 
Turf View 20 
Horseexcellence 22 
Tennis Diary 23 
Frank Tyson remembers 
24 

English football 27 
Should they be forgotten 
34 

Motofcross 36 
Calcutta Soccer 37 
Sports Medicine 40 
Capital Notes 41 
Fitness 43 
Roundup 44 
Newsmakers 46 
News in pictures 48 
Diary 60 

All in the game 51 
Crossword/Quiz 52 
Book Choice 53 
Freewheeling 58 


Cover transpai'ency 
by Patrick Eagar 

All illustrations by 
Debashish Deb 


Editor 

Mansur All Khan Pataudi 
Assodata Editor: 

David McMahon 

Editorial staff: Subhash Sarcar, 
Suprakash Ghoshai. Mudar 
Palherya, CUvo Andrew O'Brien, 
Pradeep Paul, Barry O'Brien. 

Rohit David Brifnath 
Madraa Corraapondant: 

Paitab Ramchand 
Staff Photographar: 

NIkhil Bhattacharya 
Art DIractor: 

Bipul Ouha 
Staff Oaatgnara: 

Santosh Dutta and All Akbar Mirza 

Pubtialwd and punted for Ananda Bazar 
PalnKa Ltd. ham 6 & 9 Pralulla Saritai Siraet. 
CalcuKa 700 001 by Bi|it Kumar Baau 
Air turcharge Snnagar ax Delhi 20 paise 
Air aurcharge in N E 5 latea except 
Tripura 2S pane Air surcharge in Tripura IS 



6 Having performed a 
World Cup miracle 
on English soil all of 
four yeEU-B ago. Kapil 
Dev will be weighed 
down by the 
expectations of a 
demanding nation. With 
only half his ’83 squad 
remaining, can the 
Indian all-rounder 
provide the spark to 
ignite another 
ELstounding revival? 


dftdA Talal Mansoor 
j^and Lydia De 
■■I Vega are without 
question the two finest 
sprinters in Asia. 
Suprakash Ghoshai 
interviewed them sifter 
their magnificent 
performances at the 
Asian Track and Field 
Championships in 
Singapore 


David Gower, 
^Fone of the most 
^Pfeselegant batsmen 
in contemporary 
cricket, has joined Ian 
Botham in refusing to 
tour India for the 
Reliance World Cup. 
Here he writes about his 
reasons for this decision 
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Four In Twenty 
Five 

H oly Mosos, Edwin Lost! 

Danny Harris ends Moses’ 
domination (Sportsworld, 24-30 
June) And Moses proved it at the 
US Athletic Championships that 
he was still the king and Harris 
merely the heir apparent. The 
same thing happens in the 
European countries where every 
moment a world-class athlete is 
born and the reigning champion 
fades away with the advent of a 
new star. The secret behind it is 
anybody’s guess 



Rut unfortunately the same 
cannot be said for the Indian 
athletes Any Indian athletics 
meet is a mediocre affair in which 
world decathlon champion Daley 
Thompson, if allowed to 
participate, alone could easily win 
in at least five events with meet 
records against the Indian 
athletes as was painted out by 
Pradeep Paul in his fiction ‘The 
Perfect Ten’. 

Statistics sa,y that India has 
produced not more than four 
world-class athletes within a span 


of twenty five years. A controlled 
rate of production indeed! It is 
well known that birth-control is 
essential in India but one wonders 
how this hampers the birth of 
world-class athletes! 

MADANMOHAN NATH. 

Calcutta 

All’s Punches Gone Astray 

MUHAMMAD ALI’S boasts were 
as big as his punches in his 
heydays (Sportworld 22-28 July 
’87). “1 am the Greatest, ” he 
crowed when his opponents had 
nothing but bruises, blorxl stains 
and broken bones to show for 
their efforts He was so seized by 
this expression that his 
autobiography was titled *I am the 
Greatest ’ 

Johiiny Waklin, either out of 
admiration or because of 
commercial instinct, in a song 
termed him as the Black 
Superman who “floats like a 
butterfly and stings like a liee,” 
gave him another ego boost 

Muhammad Ah when he ruled 
the ring failed to realise that all 
men are made up of flesh and 
blood Many realise through 
personal experience that pride 
goes before a fall but for others 
only creaking bones, sagging 
flesh and a sense of numbness 
instil a sense of humbleness 

Now on the brink. Ah realises 
that all his power and glory failed 
to make him a complete man 1 
believe he realised this truth at the 
hour of his distress It is an irony 
that his strength is now a liability 
R. VASUDEVAN. 

Madras. 

BCCi Wisdom, At A Premium 

LCXDKING at it in retrospect, I 
think that the initial euphoria 
about our bagging the prestigious 
World Cup of cricket for 1987 was 
quite misplaced. For. as with all 
Indian officials, the officials in the 
BCCI are so take up in organising 
the event that our own 
preparation for the Cup has been 
relegated to the backwaters 

The BCCI will no doubt do a 
fantastic Job as far as the conduct 
of the tourney is concerned. It will 
also add substantially to its 
already overfilled coffers. But 
where will that leave the Indian 


cricket te«m? Going by our form 
in the last few one-day series, we 
do not stand the ghost of a chance 
to retain the Cup. That, in itself, 
should have prodded the Board to 
execute a strategy to raise and 
motivate a fighting fit team and a 
pool of reserves. But it seems 
technical wisdom is at a premium 
m the BCCI. 

Whereas other nations have 
either already picked their teams 
or are in the process of doing so 
(thereb.v allowing the fortunates 
to be in the best of mental and 
ph.ysical shape for the battle) we 
are yet to name even the captain. 
The BCCI is increasingly 
degenerating into a purely 
financial management agency 
gleefully counting its millions 
This Cup seems to be lost even 
befoie we begin. Isn’t it high time 
men of vision from amongst the 
former Test cricketers made a 
serious attempt to free the BCCI 
from the clutches of 
masqueraders'? 

SUNILGARODIA. 

Calcutta 

Personal Coaches Move Over 

I had marked out Ashwini 
Nachappa as the future Sprint 
Queen and the natural successor 
to P.T Usha till 1 read your article 
(Sportsworld, 15-21 July) It was 
shocking to read that her 
‘jiersonal coach’ was forcing her to 
run the 400m despite her 
unwillingness 

The AAFI should come down 
with a heavy hand on these 
‘personal coaches’ who often 
misguide their proteges, basking 
in their gloiy, and yet refusing to 
accept the responsibility for their 
failures 

Why IS so much importance 
given to personal coaches? Even 
the world’s greatest athlete Marita 
Koch had a personal coach, but 
nobody has ever heard of him. 
AhilTKR. DAS. 

Calcutta. 


“The Power Quiz Book of 
Cricket,’’ reviewed in the issue 
dated 8-14 July, 1987 is available 
at M/s Konarak Publishers, 13 
Donpaganj, New Delhi 110002 
(Tel.no 279605) 
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D OORDARSHAN’S ^ _ 

Tneuwi 

Narottam Puri ^ 

has recently published a II 

quiz book on cricket. As ^ 

a wellknown ; 

commentator, he would j 

have included questions - ^ 

on television and radio yXH ' 

commentary. Here are m 

excerpts from the quiz •' ^ 

1 . Which of the ^ j 

undermentioned a \ 

commentators had an \ 

obsession with ‘tiffin / \ 

time’. His commentary ( (L \ 

would go on like this, ^ 

"The play has just begrun 
and there is 110 minutes 
for the ‘tiffin time’"; “The 
players are back after 
lunch. Another two 
hours for the ‘tiffin 
time’. 

a. Berry Sarbadhikary 

b. C.D. Gopinathc. R.B. 

Ala^anan d. Ananda 
Rao 

2. One particular 
‘expert’, a former Test 
player always had 
difficulty with the 
names of the players. 

‘Roger Binny’ to him 
was ‘Rogers Biiiny’, 

‘Vivian Richards’ was 
’Vivians Richard’ and so 
on Name him 
a Salim Durrani b. 

Jaisimhac. Ashok 
Mankad d. Kailash 
Gattani 

3. If you listen to one 
particular radio 

commentator, you’d come to believe that he is also a 
gynacologist. Who is this commentator? And why 
this impression? 

4. Quite often, the commentators of BBC’s Test 
Match Special' receive gifts like cake, fruits, sweets, 
wines and even champagne from admiring 
listeners. Which among the following would make 
an ideal gift for our TV commentators? 

a. arsenic pills b. cellotape (for their mouths) c. 
Books on ‘Spoken English’ 

5. When India won a memorable victory against 
the West Indies at Port of Spain in 1976, the Hindi 
commentator 

a. Burst into tears and sobbed in joy 
b. Shouted ‘Bharat mata ki jai*, ‘Indira Gandhi 
zindabad' 

c. Jumped out of the commentary box and 




The Gopnnetalas’ 
Qidz 
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By Trlshanku 

ajws- ail -j- a-*-^ broke his leg 

6 . Which TV 
commentator has the 
•_ biggest mouth. His 

■y smile completely covers 

MMi the TV screen 

a. Venkatsundaram 
b. Ferdun De Vitre 

IOtY) c. SushilDoshi 

K! Jn* d.AA Baig- 

IJ ^ I A^A /I 7. Which expert does 

'yUHf not take any nonsense 

from the commentators? 
When the commentator 
gushes over a stroke as a 
brilliant square cut, 
with perfect timing and 
footwork, sending the 
ball speeding to the 
boundary, the expert 
would come out with the 
blunt truth “He played 
away from the body, the 
feet was nowhere in the 
right position, and it 
was an unintentiona 
snick. Lucky to get 
away with it 
a. Chandu Sarwate b. 
Lala Amarnath c. 
Venkatraghavan d. 

Bapu Nadkarm 

8 . One of the television 
‘experts’ has a negative 
personality (they all 
have, but this one is 
totally negative), he 
drones on and on, often 
repeating what the 
commentator says, 
putting you to sleep. He 
is 

a. Ashok Mankad b. 

' Prasanna c. Chandu 

Sarwate d. Akash Lai 

9. Which Hindi commentator always comes out 
with the silliest of questions while interviewing 
players or managers? He also butts in with Hindi 
questions at the most inopportune times when his 
English colleague has the mike 

a. Sushil Doshi b. Murli Manjul c. Ravi Chaturvedi 

10 . One of the TV ‘experts’, a Delhiwallah, has a 
most put-on accent and comes out with “Hello. ‘Ole 
Boy’’’ kind of talk. Who is he? 

a. A.A. Baig, b. Akash Lai c. Venkatraghavan 
d Venkatsundaram 
Answers below; 


Answers. 

1 d, 2 a, 3 Suresh Saraiya. He never ‘bowls', he always 
‘delivers’ 4 b. 5 b. 6 b, 7 b, 8 c, 9 c, 10 b 


llliSKi 









COVER STMY 



Nearly four years 
on, that captain, 
the man who led a 
miraculous revival 
on English grass in 
1983, is under 
pressure to pull off 
an encore. Being 
the sort of nation 
that we are, 
nothing less than 
victory will satisfy 
us. 



A s the countdown begins for the 
Indian title defence, no man in 
the world could possibly be more 
aware of the time ticking away 
than the captain who brought 
home the Prudential Trophy four 
years ago. The pressure is only 
just beginning to mount; there 
will be no respite till India’s fate is 
decided, one way or the other 
Bombay’s Sabar International 
Airport four years ago was packed 
as never before. Every vantage 
point was crammed with cricket 
fans who lined the surrounding 
parallel pavements and climbed 
light towers to watch the victo¬ 
rious Indian team emerge from 
the terminal building. Special 
arrangements had to be made by 


Bombay’s police authorities for 
members of the press, who were 
allowed into the airport proper 
and congregated in front of the 
escalator that would bring arriv¬ 
ing passengers into the arrival 
area. 

No less a person than Julio 
Ribeiro was on hand that humid 
morning, but all went according 
to plan till the Air India Boeing 
747 arrived at the Jetway Then, as 
the first members of the World 
Cup-winning team made their 
I appearance at the top of the esca¬ 
lator, there arose a spontaneous 
roar of applause to greet them. 

Bearing the cup aloft, it was 
Kapil Dev who was beseiged as 
soon as he reached ground level. 







Journalists milled around him. 
pushing^ tape recorders under his 
nose and firing questions simul¬ 
taneously. But for a man who had 
played the innings of a lifetime 
against Zimbabwe and made a 
mockery of the bookies, coping 
with incessant journalists was the 
least of Kapil Dev's problems. 

Outside, the clouds were gather¬ 
ing,, but the rain held off as the 
world champions, the trophy 
brandished for the benefit of the 
thousands who had Journeyed all 
the way out to the airport, made 
their exit from the terminal Cut- 
^de, a special bus waited to take 
the team to the Wankhede Sta¬ 
dium for a special reception. De¬ 
spite the temperature, none of the 
cricketers removed blazers or ties 
and it was only after the bus 
pulled away for the long drive into 
the city that the rain fell, in 
thunderous sheets that soaked the 
faithful who lined Bombay’s 
streets all along the route the bus 
would take. 

Nowhere was the greeting more 
deafening thain in front of Nirlon 
House, where someone ignited a 
string of Diwali crackers that ex¬ 
ploded one after the other in an 
almost continuous reverberation 
that echoed thrpugh the streets 


long after the bus had passed. 

Nearly four years on. that cap¬ 
tain, the man who led a miracu¬ 
lous revival on English grass in 
1983, is under pressure to pul! off 
an encore. Being the sort of nation 
that we are, nothing less than 
victory will satisfy us. That is 
inherently dangerous, because no 
one-- least of all the Indian press, 
as Kapil so rightly points out— 
expected our squad to return 
home with the trophy in 1983. 
The team, therefore, went to Eng¬ 
land without being stifled by the 
twin-threaded noose of expecta¬ 
tion and media buildup. 

Things were much the same 
when Gavaskar led the Indian 
team to Australia for the 1985 
World Championship of Cricket. 
Once again, we had calculated 
that we had no chance of getting 
through the league stage of the 
tournament and the captain and 
manager had accordingly been in¬ 
structed to return home as soon as 
the team lost. Of course, as every¬ 
one knows, we not only won, but 
did so in such a convincing man¬ 
ner that Bavi Shastri also brought 
home the Audi reserved for the 
Champion of Champions. 

It would be handy, in terms of 
the nation's cricketing heritage, if 


the team for the Reliance Cup ; 
proves e^ual to the pressure that 1 
began to accumulate long before ■ 
the tournament schedule was even | 
announced. One cannot help but ; 
wonder whether the fact that we i 
play on home soil will prove to be a ; 
boon to their chances or a deter- | 
rent. 

In May. Kapil Dev was philo- ' 
Bophica! about the twin questions i 
of captaincy and the countrywide j 
expectation that the team’ would , 
be able to repeat the sensational j 
1983 triumph. Sitting on the floor ' 
of his apartment and taking time | 
out to answer numerous phone , 
calls and to banter with telephone 
repairmen, the Indian captain j 
mentioned “the Indian press has j 
never really given me stick, except ! 
on one or two occasions" but he j 
made no secret of the fact that he 
was upset over media treatment of , 
some of his teammates . { 

He made no mention of the im- ! 
pending Reliance Cup campaign. . 
nor did he harp on that ineinoi - 
able summer of ‘83. There was just 
the subtle trace of deterniinatiou 
to prove that, given half a chance. , 
he'd give it another damni'd good ! 
try 

David McMahon 
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N ews from Pakistan 
is that all the 
centres where 
World Cup matches are 
scheduled are 
undergoing’ massive 
renovation and 
i-econstruction, to cater 
not only to the expected 
influx of spectators, but 
also the demands of the 
visiting players and 
people of the media. 

The capacity of the 
stadia, accordingly, is 
being enhanced, with a 
number of fixed seats 
also being installed at 
some. Arrangements,to 
provide permanent 
covering to certain 
stands have also been 
made. Karachi’s 
National Stadium will 
also be acquiring almost 
a new look. A new 
pavilion and press 
! gallery is being 
constructed, and the 
general enclosure will at 
last have a covering. The 
stand which had been 
pulled down is being 
rebuilt and the capacity 
has also been increased. 

Telecomm unication 
facilities for the media 
are being improved, and 
the wicket, watered. The 
availability of water for 
the ground as well as the 
spectators has been 
I assured too, along with 
I the other facilities 
I needed to make the day’s 
i stay at the stadium as 
comfortable as possible. 


Similar reports are 
coming in from 
Hyderabad and 
Rawalpindi, whereas the 
Qaddafi Stadium in 
Lahore needed relatively 
little “overhauling. ” 
After the players, or 
maybe even more than 
them, the most 
demanding fraternity is 
the media 

Special care is being 


taken to see that there 
are no shortcomings 
and that their needs are 
adequately taken care 
of. 

A special brochure, 
attractively designed, , 
has been despatched, j 
along with a j 

registration form to the 
foreign joumaUsts, 
belongrmg to the print as 
well as the electronic 
media. The brochure 
gives complete details of 
the match schedules, the 
flight information, as 
well as the transport and 
accommodation 
arrangements, 
along with the rates of 
the hotels available in 
Pakistan. This should be 
very handy and help the 
mediamen plan their 
itineraries accordingly. 
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MATCH TiMiNOS (INDIAN STANDAHO TlMC) 
1ST SESSION 0400-1235 houra 

LUNCH 123&>132& hours 

2ND SESSION I32S-1700 bogrs 



The cricks event 
of the century 


whereas registration 
will give the local 
authorities an Idea of 
how many people to 
cater for. A similar 
procedure is in the 
offing for the local 
journalists, and the 
Indian counterpart of 
the World Cup 
Directorate is similarly 
busy. 

A directive has 
already been issued by 
the concerned ministry 
that absolutely no free 
passes are to to issued 
for this tournament so 
that the maximum gate 
receipts can to ensured. 
If this directive can to 
strictly implemented, it 
will prove to to 
financially rewarding. 
The only aspect that still 
needs to to publicised is 
the arrangement of 
security, from the 
official ard unofficial 
agencies. A lot depends 
on that, so let’s hear 
about it soon. 

T he finalised playing 
conditions state that 
should the batting side 
to considered to to 
partially or wholly 
responsible for time 
wasting, which prevents 
the fielding side from 
bowling the required 
number of overs, the 
batting side may to 
pienalised at a rate 
imposed on the fielding 
aide. 

Play will only take 
place on the allotted 
second day on the- 
following basis: (A) 
Preliminary group 
matches: (1): If there is 
no play at all on the first 
day, the match will be 
played on the second 
day. 

n: If there is some play 
on the hrst day, but no 
result is achieved on the 
day, play will not 
continue on the second 
day and the match wdU 








be declared a ‘no result’ 
one. 

(B): Semi-finals and the 
final. There should be 25 
overs per side minimum 
but any remaining overs 
would be carried into the 
second (or third) day in 
order to achieve a 
result. 

Placing, within each 
group, at the 
preliminary round, 
shall be determined on 
the points won. The 
points scored will be 
four for a win, two for a 
tie or no result and zero 
for a defeat. 

Where the teams have 
an equal number of 
points, the position will 
firstly be determined by 
the number of wins and, 
if equal, on the average 
nin-rate in the 
preliminary matches. 

If a semi-final is 
declared “no result” or a 
tie after two days, the 
team which finished 
first in its group after 
the preliminary round, 
shall move to the final 

‘Duke’ brand balls, as 
approved by the 
Pakistan and Indian 
Cricket Boards, will be 
used in the matches. 
Used balls for changing 
during a match will also 
be of the same brand. 

T he BCCP Directorate 
set up to look after the 
affairs of the World Cup 
in Pakistan seems to 
have settled down, after 
a brief period of 
suspense. 

British Broadcasting 
Ckirporation (BBC) is 
understood to have 
agreed to pay 200,000 
pounds to the BCCP for 
the television rights of 
England’s matches in 
the World Cup 
Tournament to be played 
in Pakistan. A deal in 
this regard is learnt to 
have been reached 
between the BBC and the 


World Cup Directorate. 

Disclosing this 
information, highly 
placed BCCP sources 
said, BBC would also 
buy the TV rights to 
telecast England's 
matcdies to be played in 
India. The sources 
further said Pakistan 
won’t be paying the 
two-third share to India 
out of the fees received 
from the BBC. 

It was decided in a 
joint meeting of the 
World Cup Management 
Committee held at 
Karachi that India and 
Pakistan would share 
the profit or loss in the 
ratio of one-thu'd and 
two-third, the sources 
added. 

Giving reasons for 
this arrangement, the 
sources said, England is 
playing all its matches 
in Pakistan, and they 
would play in India only 
if they qualify for the 
semi-Bnal berth. So the 
BBC’s interest lies in 
Pakistan. 

This is the highest 
amount being paid by 
any corporation to buy 
the television rights of 
the World Cup matches. 
The deal is beneficial for 
England. They can sell 
the coverage to other 
interested countries like 
West Indies and New 
Zealand. 

The sources said, 
Pakistan Tobacco 
Company is the sole 
sponsor of cricket on 
television in Pakistan 
but the World Cup is not 
included in that 
ag]^ment. So other 
sponsors will be 
encouraged for the 
coverage of World Cup 
matches on television in 
Pakistan. Offers flx>m 
the interested parties 
have been received and 
the World Cup 
Directorate is currently 


having the offers tander 
consideration. 

INDIA’S Sunil 
aGavaskar, one of the 
world’s greatest 
cricketers, has said the 
West Indies are 
favourites to win the 
forthcoming World Cup. 

In an Interview, while 
on a tour of Dubai, 
Gavaskar was asked 
which team was the 
favourite to win the Cup. 
He said: "Naturally, the 
West Indies. They start 
as favourites in any 
tournament. Even 
despite their recent 


slump and indifferent 
form of their top 
batsmen they are a force 
to reckon with. If the 
whole West Indies side is 
all out for 180 their 
bowlers are capable of 
restricting the 
opponents to 160.” 

About India’s chances 
of retaining the (hip, he 
said that they were as 
good as the other seven 
competing coimtries. "It 
needs an all-round 
performance and a little 
stroke of luck. The team 
which plays well and 


whose batsmen perform 
well, and whose fielders 
field well on a particular 
day emerge victorious. 
One-day games are very 
difhcult to predict,” he 
said. 

Gavaskar said it was 
not correct to say that 
bowling was the weakest 
link in the Indian camp. 
“Sometimes a batsman 
performs well. 
Sometimes he fails. 

Same is the case with the 
bowlers. All we can say 
is that the present 
Indian bowlers, Kapil 
Dev and Ravi Shastri 
apart, are 


Surrey wicketkeeper 
Jack Richards, aftco' a 
successful season, has 
been surprisingly 
dropped Aram the 
England world Cup 
squad 

inexperienced. All we 
need is just to 
concentrateon this 
department. Kapil and 
Ravi are already playing 
in England. But 
considering the limited 
time in hand we will 
have to do our best to 
improve the bowling,” 
he added. 








QUESTCOLUMM 

I F 1 happened to be a 
bookmaker. I would 
wait until after the 
captains had tossed 
befoi’e fixinff my 
starting prices tor any 
one-day match starting 
111 the early morning. 
Then it would usually be 
at least 5 1 on the side 
winning the toss and 
batting second The 
chances arc tilted too 
heavily against tlie side 
compelled to bat on the 
dew 

Of the last 15 
Gillette/NatWest finals, 
fi-Olli 1972 to 1986, 11 
have been won by the 
side batting second Of 
13 internationals so far 
played for the Texaco 
Trophy. 11 also have 
been won batting 
second 

The imbalance is such 
that some adjustment 
will surely have to be 
made Otherwise 
spectators, virtually 
sure of the result will 
start trickling out of the 
gi-ound as soon as the 
result of the toss is 
known Or, more likely, 
the demand for tiokets 
on such occasions will 
become less and less 
Such contests would 
be bettor balanced if the 
side batting first could 
be allowed lialf-a-dozen 
more overs In the 
Nat West the allocation 
of 1 ho 120 overs imght 
be 03 and 57, and in 
one-day internationals 
and the Benson & 
Hedges competition 58 
and 52. That would 
cause captains to think 
about policy instead of 
automatically deciding 
to field first. 

Under the present 
code very early starts 
mean that the batting 
side has to concentrate 
on survival during the 
first hour. The 
opponents can almost 
guarantee finding 
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AN EXTRA SIX 
OVERS FOR 
BATTING 
FIRST? 

E.M. Wellings sees a means 
of countering the awkward 
conditions in a one-day 
contest 


conditions which enable 
them to start pushing 
ahead very soon. Several 
years passed, while the 
Gillette Cup was the only 
one-day competition, 
before the strategy and 
tactics were worked out. 
In the early days of the 
Cup first innings in the 
final was the hope of 
captains, and in its first 
dozen years victory went 
to the side taking first 
innings every other 
year. The reason was 
that fieldmg captains 
went on the defensive 
much too soon instead of 
fully exploiting 
favourable bowling 
conditions. There is still 
a tendency to do so, as 
we saw in the Texaco 
Trophy this year. On the 
two occasions when 
England fielded first, 
Dilley and Thomas 
attacked while DeFreitas 


held the Pakistanis to 
only fractionally above 
one run an over in his 
opening spell But he did 
ndl take a wicket on 
either occasion while 
conditions were most 
favourable for 
wicket-taking. He was 
doubtless under orders 
and certainly did the 
negative job supremely 
well But was he not 
wasted? 

For years captains 
accustomed to the 
demands of the 
first-class game used to 
choose first innings in 
the final after winning 
the toss. Even on a 
morning obviously 
made for swing and 
seam bowlers in 1964 
Mike Smith chose first 
knock for 

Warwickshire. They 
were skittled by Sussex 
for 127 and 35 of those 


wsre made by Alan 
Smith, batting No. 9, 
when conditions were 
less imfavourable. 

Since 1973 the teams 
batting first have had a 
lean time. The period of 
choosing to field on 
winning the toss had 
arrived. The few results 
which have gone the 
other way since 
Gloucestershire 
triumphed in that year 
have mostly come after 
very hard fights, with 
sometimes help from the 
elements 

In 1973 

Gloucestershire, thanks 
to the batting of Mike 
Procter and Tony 
Brown, overcame the 
loss of their first three 
wickets for 27 to beat 
Sussex Ten years later 
Kent came unstuck in 
near-darknesse and 
were beaten by 
Somerset 

The most recent 
success by the side 
battmg first was Essex 
win against Notts in 
1985 That was a match 
to be regarded as the 
exception to all rules, 
with hot sunshine to 
soak up any moisture in 
the early stages. Instead 
of bowlers rampa^ng at 
the start Hardie and 
Gooch slammed 202 for 
the first wicket on the 
way to a total of 280 for 
2. Even so the winning 
margin was only one 
run. 

Against that may be 
set countless examples 
of the side sent in losing 
several early wickets. 
Warwickshire had 
another unhappy 
experience in 1982 when 
they set off at 10 o’clock, 
a grisly hour, and were 
out of the running by 
midday. They lost their 
first eight for 74 and 
went down to Surrey by 
nine wiokete. 

Cricket’s senior 


If I happened to be a bookmaker, I 
wouki wait untH after the captains 
had tossed before fixing my starting 
prices for any one-day match 
starting in the early morning. Then it 
would usually be at least 5-1 on the 
side winning the toss and batting 
second. 


one-day competition, 
now the Nat West, is the 
mi^or problem. Each 
gfome is schedviled to last 
10 more overs than 
either the B & H or the 
one-day internationals, 
and its fixml is played 
much later than either 
of the others, when the 
September dew is most 
helpful to bowlers. Its 
history is studded with 
Hrst-innings collapses. 
There was the quick-fire 
affair at Westcliff in 
1072, when it was 
almost as easy to keep 
note in one’s head of the 
runs as of the wickets. 
The Middlesex innings 
realised only 41, with 
Keith Boyce taking 5 for 
22 and John Lever 5 for 
8 and Essex were 
winners by eight 
wickets in the early 
afternoon. The entire 
affray lasted only 37.4 
overs, and only John 
Murray and Keith 
Fletcher reached double 
figures I wonder if all 
the Essex players who 
did not bat or bowl even 
touched the ball that 
day. 

The semi-final at 
Worcester in 1963 was 
similarly shortlived. 
Lancashire batted first 
and. though they 
struggled through 31.4 
overs, they mustered 
only 59 while Jack 
Flavell was taking 6 for 
14. Worcestershire 
knocked off the runs in 
10.1 overs. 

In the B & H, with its 
10 fewer overs to be 
ntted into tiiB day, the 
competition is played 
and completed in the 
early part of the season, 
the finsd in early Jxxly 
when the sxm is at its 
peak and the dew at its 
lightest. Even so the side 
batting second has been 
much the more 
favoured. 

Again unusual 


conditions have 
sometimes brought 
success to the side 
losing the toss and 
,x)ndemned to first 
innings. That was so in 
the final last year, when 
Middlesex beat Kent by 
two runs. At the end 
Kent were batting in 
poor light and heavy 
rain, which served them 
right,.for their sluggish 


over rate alone 
prevented the game 
being finished before the 
bad weather arrived. 

That captains and 
others have seemed slow 
to react to changing 
circumstances does not 
alter the fact that 
fielding first confers an 
inordinate advantage. 
This svimmer we had 
early examples of slow 


reaction, particularly in 
the third Texaco 
InternationaJi. Three or 
four overs before the end 
it seemed quite obvious 
that Pakistan had to 
take wickets if they were 
to win. Yet the policy 
continued to be based on 
denying England runs, 
a policy of which 
DeFreitas was already 
making nonsense. Even 



in the last over, though 
the field was belatedly 
brought in, no thought 
seemed to be put into its 
placing. There were too 
many gaps and 
opportunities for runs. 

Immediately 
afterwards bad 
thinking—or absence of 
thought—cost 
Gloucestershire then 
quarter-final in the B & 
H at Canterbury. When 
the last ball of the 55th 
over came to be bowled, 
Kent needed one run to 
go forward. They scored 
it by running a single to 
long-stop. To me it is 
incredible that in such 
circumstances both the 
wicketkeeper and his 
captain should have 
overlooked the necessity 
for him to stand up 
behind the wicket. Kent 
were going to run 
wherever the ball might 
go, for they had nothing 
to lose. 

There may be another, 
and better, way of 
adjusting the balance 
between the two sides in 
one-day affairs which 
have to start indecently 
early in the day, because 
the game’s tempo has 
become so slow. If so 
perhaps someone will 
rumble it. Otherwise let 
us try to restore some of 
the so-called 'glorious 
uncertainty of cricket’ 
by allowing the side 
batting first six more 
overs than their 
opponents, 

Wl*cl»n Cnckat Monthly 







oonaidered top seeds. 
Alter all, Sethi was top 
seed while Agrawal was 
second. It would take 
more than a Maltese 
Falcon to shake this 
combination, as was 
eventually proved. 

Heading their 
respective groups, both 
IndOianB were expected to 
top their groups and 
eventually face off in the 


stop Grech from 
wiiming the rest of his 
matches and set up a 
semifinal against David 
Edwards of Wales. 
Coming through the 
group matches 
un^athed. Grech found 
the going quite easy in 
the semifinal and came 
through an easy winner: 
2,971 points to Edwards’ 
1,748. Grech even had 



T he Indian Gazelle The Sethi-Agrawal semi 

prevailed over the final saw both players 
Maltese Falcon. bring the best out of 

Lean and graceful, each other 

Geet Sethi was a cut 
above the keen-eyed Joe 
Grech as he went about 
meticulously setting up 

yet another world enough of the sheer 

amateur title at Belfast, velocity that underlined 

Ireland. his game. When the 

Playing powerful buzzer finally went off 

billiards, %thi was on the second day to 

always in command of signal time, the 

the final which was scoreboard read; Sethi 


final. an impressive break of 

But that was not to be. 480 to boast of in this 

Starting off confidently, match. 

Sethi kept notching up Sethi, on the other 

impressive wins while hand, had started off his 

Agrawal could not big scores earlier, 

maintain the winning Playing almost 

rhythm and went down impeccable billiards, he 

fighting to Joe Grech in notched up big breaks of 
his third group match. 368 against David 

This automatically Edwards ,364 and 419 

threw all the ^ against Martin 

well-charted Indian , Spoormans of Belgium 

plans into disarray as and three breaks of 

Agrawal’s failing to top 300-plu8 against Terry 

his group would mean Ward of England. It was 
the Indians meeting in therefore a very 

the semifinal instead of confident Sethi who bent 


played over two days. 
That he was 936 points 
in the clear after the 
;fir8t day was indication 


4,846 Grech 3,256. 

With Geet Sethi and 
Subhash Agrawal in the 
fray. India were always 


the final. 

Try as they might, 
there was absolutely 
nothing they could do to 


over the green baize to 
take on Subhash 
Agrawal in the semi 
final. 









Jagdah Yadav 




bAVISCUP 


The reality ot it still 
seemed inconcievable 
West Germany playing 
the United Stales m a 
DtvVis Cup elimination 
round But if the spectre 
of disbelief loomed 
menacingly, John 
McEnxoe and Boris 
Becker erased it with a 6 
hour 38 minute match of 
championship 
I proportions 
Let history not 
I emember it j ust as the 
longest match in Davis 
I Cup annals Let the 
i United States not look at 
I It only as its worst cup 
! fiasco And may not the 
pursuers of trivia, 
record it as the first 
match in which John 
McPJnroe appeared with 
a diamond earing 
Actually, it was all of 
the above and a lot, lot 
more The singles 
between Becker and 
Mf Bnroe set a new Davis 
Cup record of 6 hours 
and 38 minutes Yet, the 
quality and the intensity 
of the competition 
seemed more 
aignilicant than its 
record length No 
wondei Becker called it 
the most important 
match of his career 
McEnroe could certainly 
list It as one oi his best 
three as well 
Poi the first time in 
history the United 
States was eliminated 
from the championship 
round of a tournament 
founded by and named 
aJtei one of its own Now 
it has to compete with its 
lowly neighbours for a 
spot in the 1989 
competition It could 
very well be a blessing in 
disguise Since the dawn 
of pro tennis, Davis Cup 
has not meant much to 
most American players 
and fans Of course a 
few souls like John 
McEnroe have tried to 
uphoMHa importance 

14 ^ 


USA vs West Germany 

nteBei^er 

Factor 

Georg^e. K. George, 
mesmerized by a historic 
encounter between America 
and West Germany, 
recounts how Becker and 
McEnroe made him forget 
it was a relegation Davis 
Cup tie 



and popularity The US 
tennis officiBls failed to ‘ 
appreciate the 
contribution of men like 
McEnroe and went to the 
extent to bannmg thmn 
from the team to placate 
commercial sponsors 
Now that the country as , 
relegated to the minor 
leagues, the powers that 
may gpve the 
competition the 
importance it deserves 
There was more to 
John McEnroe than the 
addition of the diamond 
stud m his left ear The 
g^ms of his tennis 
repertoire were Car more 
gbttermg than the httle 
stone on his ear He 
unloaded them all at the 
Hartford Cmc center 
and what a marvellous 
show it was 
He had played more 
Davis Cup matches than 
any other American He 
had the wumingrest 
record in US Davis Cup 
history Still, McEnroe 
was not expected to be 
the crucial factor in this 
tie He and Mayotte were 
supposed to win two 
smgles matches agamst 
world No 65EricJelen 
Wimbledon champions 
Robert Seguso and Ken 
Flach were expected to 
add the doubles to make 
it 3-2 After a two and 
half month lay off and 
rehabihtation following 
the French Open debacle 
and Wimbledon 
withdrawal, McEnroe 
was certainly not 
expected to beat Becker 
In fact, captain Tom 
Gorman did not even 
commit one of the 
singles berth to 
McEnroe until he 
watched him work out at 


Boris Becker is aostetio 
after beating Mayotte to 
oUnoh the tie for West 
Germany 






Hartford. McEnroe,wa8 
offended about being put 
on hold with a much 
lower ranked Davis Cup 
novice Paul Annacone, 
in spite of his No. 6 
world ranking and Cup 
experience. And rightly 
so.Still McEnore, the 
consumate patriot, came 
to Hartford to make a 
statement about his 
commitment to Davis 
Cup and the United 
States. He was willing to 
take humiliation and 
defeat for his favourite 
cause. 

The new US Tennis 
Association president 
Gordon Jorgensen had 
cleared the way for 
McEnroe’s, return to the 
team just before the US 
team was scheduled to 


play Paraguay. 

McEnroe was not yet 
ready for the heat and 
dust of Paraguay 

His absence probably 
cost the US the first 
round victory and forced 
them into the ‘survival 
round.’ Ironically, Boris 
Becker had failed to 
carry Germany past the 
first round too. He lost 
to Emilio Sanchez after 
serving for the match in 
the decisive singles on 
Spanish clay. 

It took the strange 
format of the Davis Cup 
draw to bring the two 
generations of modern 
tennis to a historic 
showdown. A year ago, 
they had met at Stratton 
Mountain in McEnroe’s 
comeback tournament. 


Beoker rebounded firom 
Wimbledon in absolutely 
olaasio style..two very 
impressive five set 
victories 

The old maestro came 
very close to victory, but 
the young turk, Becker, 
managed to prevail. 

Their paths never 
crossed again and 
Becker’s dream of 
beating McEnroe in a 
big one never 
materialized. Finally, he 
got his wish and on his 
terms. He wanted a 
rusty McEnroe in the 
first day itself. The draw 
worked pierfectly for the 
West Germans as it 
pitted Mayotte in the 
first match against 
Jelen and In the final 


reverse singles against 
Becker. 

Like McEnroe. Jelen 
was not supposed to be a 
factor in the tie at all. 
The best he was expected 
to do was to help Becker 

upset the American 
doubles combination. 
Destiny would have it 
otherwise. Jelen turned 
out to be the crucial 
factor and his 
imexpected win over No. 
14 Mayotte gave 
Germany ihe trump 
card. 

Suddenly the burden 
shifted from Becker to 
McEnroe and Mayotte. 
McEnroe could not 
expect Mayotte to win 
the fifth match against 
Becker. If someone had 
to beat Herr Becker, it 







had to be John ny Mac 
himself 

And he almost did He 
surprised Becker by 
winninpr the first set in 
10 games Then he 
stunned the world with 
vintage McKnroe for the 
next two sets of 46 
games The epic second 
set alone lastd two hours 
and 35 minutes A litle 
luck and couple of 
accurate calls at crucial 
moments would have 
brought him the victory 
of a life time 

As the second set 
gathered momentum. 
John McEnroe 
transformed himself to 
the conductor of the 
Hartford philharmonic 
He used his hat as baton 
to conduct his 10,000 
member chorus line At 
times he looked like a 
magician waving his 
wand over them and 
sending them to frenzy 
They in turn cast then 
spell on him Suddenly 
the real magii of 
McEnroe was back 

Between rounds he 
rested his legs on his 
bag and had an ice pack 
applied on his neck He 
Itxiked like a boxer being 
worked on in the corner 
But at the time call from 
the chair he c ame out 
like the best 
cuunterpuncher in the 
business 

It was all there the 
best left handed ser vc in 
tennis the mere urial 
slices the powerful 
topspin. slick bixiy 
movements and 
ingenious use of space 
and time Time stood 
still and watched him go 
back to his prime Then 
there was also the other 
side of the genius— his 
self chastising and 
militant self He 
cpiestioned all the 
possible calls. 
chAll^nged the 
Aihbrioan linesmen and 



complained to the 
French umpire against 
them At times Gorman 
had to throw himself 
between him and the 
officials as if to remind 
him that all 
communication had to 
be directed through the 
captain 

McEnroe tried hard to 
control himself and 
succeeded in completing 
the match without 
incidents and warnings 
He used the crowd to the 
maximum and thereby 
annoyed Becker He 
exploited the towel to 
slow down Becker s 
pace He just pulled 
every trick in the book 
along with every shot 

It was vintage Boris 
Beckei too His serves 
were impeccable and his 
returns could not have 
been more accurate 
His passing shots were 
sharper than ever They 
punched and 
counterpunched time 
and again The slight 
edge Becker had with 
power. McEnroe made 
up with his spin and 
brain 

A controversial call in 
the 11 th game of the 
second set led to a 
service break against 
him, but a relentless 
McEnroe broke right 
back In the 29 th he 
blew a golden 
opportimity by missing 
an easy one with the 


Jelen, whose Inspired 
play made all £he 
difference in the end 


court wide open at 0-30 
The fatal blow came m 
game 26 Becker’s serve 
at 0-40 was called out by 
the linesman but was 
overruled as ace by the 
umpire McEnroe was so 
upset that ho could not 
convert the next four set 
points In game 27, he 
slowed down a bit and 
Becker jumped on the 
opportunity to bi eak 
and then hold sei ve* 

To many it would have 
been the end, but not for 
John 

McEnroe—certainly not 
in a Davis Cup match of 
his magnitude His 
spirit prevailed over his 
body in a winning effort 
of 10-8 in the thud set 
The 10 minute break 
in the locker room 
worked against 
McEnroe It brought 
him back from the 
clouds to the world of 
aches and pains When 
he came back, most of 
his faithf al had left 
Hours ago. all the food 
and drink in the arena 
stalls had been at Id out 
The crowd wandered all 
over town m search of a 
bite and dnnk Others 
were just too exhausted 
to stay on McEnroe 
could not understand 
how they could desert 


him "One quarter of the 
people are left, and one 
half of them are rooting 
for a guy from another 
country," he complained 
after the match It has 
been one of McEnroe’s 
problems He expected 
his degree of patriotism 
and commitment from 
the rest of the world 

Finally the difference 
between the 28 year old ' 
man and the most 
powerful teenager in 
tennis began to show To 
make things worse. 
McEnroe was slapped 
with another bad call in 
Becker's first service 
game in the fourth set It 
denied him an early 
break and perhaps the 
match His first serve 
began to break down 
and Becker created two 
breaks each m the 
remaining sets By the 
time they concluded 
they had broken the 
McEnroe —Wilander 
record of 6 hours and 32 
minutes in St Louis in 
1982 Remem bei that 
was McEnroe at his 
physical and mental 
peak 

West Germany rested 
Becker and substituted 
Rickie Osterthun in the 
doubles The idea was to 
give Becker maximim 
rest Flach and SegUBO 
kept the tie alive with a 
three set win and 
McEnroe made it 2 
apiece with another 
three setter over Jelen 

Pity local lad Tun 
Mayotte from nearby 
Springfield Becker hit 
his first serve 100 
percent in the first set 
and for part of the 
second set It was a 
mortifying experience 
The Springfield ntle was 
almost silent The man 
who turn played quite a 
few close matches with 
Becker was faemg 
administered a dime 
Finally Gmitleman Tim 







McEnroe lost but ^ave 
signs of a second 
cominer 


(as the British call him) 
took matters into his 
own hand. He could not 
bear beingr pushed 
around any more. He 
borrowed McEnroe’s 
magric wand and 
mesmerized the crowd. 
McEnroe and Ken Flach 
did the rest in that 
department. Probably 
McEnroe did as much 
damage to Becker from 
the box as Mayotte did 
on court. 

Tim Mayotte 
performed like a 
possessed man. He 
served with venom and 
returned with vengance. 
He unleashed three 
conE^utive aces to claim 
the third set. By now, 
Becker's first serve had 
abandoned him. Mayotte 
and the crowd kept it up 
for another set with the 
same result. It was 
Mayotte all the way. The 
mighty Becker looked 
helpless and angry. 

It all came down to the 
fifth set. It was obvious 
that the one who broke 
first would carry the 
day. Two break chances 
came Tim Mayotte’s way 
and he could not cash on 
either. Becker knew that 
it was now or never. In 
the very next game he 
broke the Mayotte spell. 
One more break and it 
was all over. “He played 
like I have never seem 
him play before," Becker 
said. “It was the most 
difficult match of my 
life.” 

That is not bad 
average afterall. His best 
match and his most 
difficult match in one 
tie. He was ecstatic to 
win both after his early 
Wimbledon loss. The 
little boy in him came 
right out as Mayotte 



landed a weak volley 
into the net. Becker 
threw his racket into 
the stands and jumped 
on captain Nick! Pilhc 
and then on manager 
Tiriac, almost knocking 
him out. Evidently the 
tough Romanian was 
neither read.v for the act 
por amused by it. Then 
he took a long lap with a 
huge German flag in 
hand, just as McEnroe 
had done after his win. 
over Jelen. In the 
meantime (jlorman put 


his arm around Mayotte 
to reassure him that he 
had done his best. Even 
in the moment of 
triumph, Becker had a 
few harsh words for the 
erf jwds and the 
American players in the 
stands. How soon had he 
forgotten all the crowd 
support he had until the 
last three sets. 

McEnroe suffered 
throughout the Mayotte 
match. He twitched in 
his box seat at least as 
much as he does on the 


court. He knew he had 
done much more than he 
was expected to do. The 
thriller of Hartford has 
answered many 
questions about him. He 
says he needs another 
two months to fine tune 
his game, improve his 
conditioning and to 
work on two things that 
are not his strong 
points; discipline and 
patience. The game is 
still there and so is the 
fire. Even time has not 
yet taken them away. 
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NEWS tMTERNATiONAL 

Beckenbauer and the 


Bundesli^ 


H e painBtaking'ly 
jots down all the 
dates in a dark blue 
pocket diary. 
Observations of national 
matches are entered in 
yellow and international 
ties in red. This comes 
naturally to the man 
entrusted with the 
responsibility of 
training the West 
German squad for the 
Mexico World Cup and 
now for the European 
Championship, termed 
Eiiro'88. Franz 
Beckenbauer, a 
household home, is 
known for his 
commitment to German 
soccer although it 
continues to have an 
adverse effect on his 
social life. From one part 
of Germany to the other 
at different venues in 
Europe and overseas 
Beckenbauer has on 
occasions been 
separated from his wife 
Diana for over 200 days 
But the good humour^ 
national coach shrugs it 
off with a typical, *‘I do it 
because 1 see and 
understand myself as a 
representative of our 
soccer.” 

However, at the 
moment what is actually 
worrying the normally 
placid Beckenbauer is 
getting the national side 
fully geared up for next 
year’s Euro '88. And the 
transfer of several 
national team stai's to 
foreign clubs has 
considerably made his 
job tougher. He's not 
bothered who takes over 
the mangle of national 
coach but hje only 

ambitic«Mp^iQ»4iee 
West Oeiif^iy regain 


the European 
championship being 
held in the Federal 
Republic and the 1990 
World Cup title. 
Unfortunately, the 
transfers which 
weakened the 
Bundesliga (the German 
league) because of the 
high fees paid by foreign 
clubs results in 
Beckenbauer'having to 
draft some of his best 


players from « , 

throughout Europe^or 
every international \ 
match. 

The big^st bombshell 
in the Ruhdesligk is the 
quitting of national 
captain Klaus Allofs and 
star striker Rudi Voller 
for clubs in southern 
Europe. For quite some 

Klaus AUofk has been 
enticed to MarMtUee 


time there had been 
romours of Allofs 
shifting to the French 
club, Olympique 
Marseillos which abate 
when Allofs finally 
signed a three-year 
contract in the Paris 
office of the French 
multi-millionaire 
Bernhard Tapie. The 
transfer had created a 
void in the German Fix 
Division and their 



,U - 



respective dubs, It was a 
big loss to FC Cologne, 
but an accomplished 
footballer like Allofs or 
for that matter anyone 
else is always looking 
for greener pastures. 

Allofs told the German 
Press later: “It all file 
together. Marseilles has 
outstanding 
perspectives; the club 
has first class 
management and enjoys 
great support. I shall be 
playing there alongside 
compatriot Karl-Heinz 
Forster. And 
furthermore the 
financial side of things 
was also in accordance 
with my wishes”. 
Marseilles has 
guaranteed him a salary 
of about 1.2 million 
marks per year. 

A sum he would never 
have earned in the 
Bundesliga. Perhaps the 
only unfortunate thing 
is that he will not be 
playing alongside his 
younger brother 
Thomas who also dons 
PC Koln colours 

A few words about 
Allofs. His passion 
extends beyond the 
soccer field to horses. In 
his spare time one can 
find him at the race 
course and if he finds a 
little ‘extra’ time he’s off 
to Paris. Simply because 
he’ 8 always willing to 
make a small wager. His 
childhood dream has 
been to own a stud farm 
At present he remains 
content with owning 
just one horse. 

Allofs is considered to 
be a “full blooded” 
forwent, who has been 
playing in the First 
Division for over a 
decade. He has 
enormous shooting 
prowess and brilliant 
technique. Perhaps the 
money he will earn 
should fulfil his 
ambition—a stud farm. 


Bayern Munich's Klaus 
Augenthaler holds aloft 
the “Salad Bowl” trophy 
of the Bundesliga. The 
club won the trophy a 
record ten times 

This is the man from 
Dusseldorf who was 
bought from Fortune 
Dusseldorf by PC Koln 
for 2.25 million marks 

Over the years it has 
become common for top 
French, Italian and 
Spanish clubs to dangle 
lucrative offers in front 
of top German players 
These stars play for Real 
Madrid, FC Barcelona, 
Inter Milan, Sampdoria 
Genoa, Racing Club of 
Paris or Qirondius 
Bordeaux. 

Werder Bremen 


striker Rudi Voller has 
opted to play foi' former 
Italian champions AS 
Roma for a fee of more 
than SIX million marks 
Voller whose striking 
prowess resulted in 
France’s elimination 
from the Mexico Woi ld 
Cup has been compared 
to the likes of Uwe Seeler 
and Gerd Muller. 
Perhaps he is a bit of 
both former World 
Cuppers He has Beeler’s 
hewing power and 
sprint and Muller’s 
quick reactions. He is 
the perfect striker. But 
Voller admits to be 
extremely lazy and 
indulgent, and is 
content lying on his sofa 
listening to music. 


watching action movies 
and reading. 

Uwe Rahn has also 
split from his club 
Borussia 

Monchengladbach to 
play for Holland’s PSV 
Eindhover. Needless to 
say he too is being paid 
an exorbitant sum. 
Thomas Berthold will 
wear a Verona jersey 
and Kaiserslan tern’s 
Wolfram Wuttke plays 
for Torino. No wonder 
Beckenbauer has to put 
in that exti’a bit to get 
his players for the 
international ties. 
Another question arises 
whether Allofs will 
retaio the national 
team's Captaincy? But 
Beckenbauer has made 
it clear that he will 
remain captain till the 
Euro’88 Interestingly 
Karl-Heinz 

Rummenigge faced the 
same problem when he 
was playing for an 
Italian club 

Meanwhile, there’s 
bad news for Ijothar 
Matthaus and company 
Their most successful 
manager Udo Lattek has 
left Bundesliga 
champions Bayern 
Munich His new 
assignment is to assist 
FC Cologne as the 
technical director. 

Lattek was sad that he 
couldn’t have a 
celebration because ‘Die 
Bayern’ failed to obtain 
the double after winning 
the Bundesliga for a 
record ten times they 
lost to FC Porto FC in the 
European Cup. (Porto is 
considered the third 
club in Portugal’s soccer 
heirachy). However, the 
subdued Bayern Munich 
has Jupp Heynckes in 
place of Lattek. “I would 
love to follow up Lattek’s 
triumphs with them,” 
said the new manager 
from Borussia 

SubbMh Saresr 
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R efterence point, 

who ran his rivals to 
the point of exhaustion 
in winning an epic King 
George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth Diamond 
Stakes at Ascoton 
Satui-day 85 July, has 
the St. I^eger at his 
mercy 

Corals a leading 
Bookmaking firm in 
England will not even 
lay a bet on the 
Doncaster classic. 

Their spokesman. 
Wally Pyrah, said. "We 
don’t bet on potential 
disasters, though we 
might open a market on 
how far he wins by, 
nearer the day ’’ 

Steve Cauthen. who 
gave Reference Point 
another wonderful ride 
from the front has no 
doubts that the Derby 
winner is a true 
champion, saying: "He’s 
in the Dancing Brave 
class That IS evident on 
a line through Triptych 
and we'll never get a 
better yardstick than the 
French mare.” 

Dancing Brave’s 
explosive change of pace 
will inevitably have 
some people questioning 
such comparisons. But 
Reference Point is 
equally effective with a 
dilTerent style of racing. 

Hopefully, he will get 
the chance to follow the 
Brave and go for the 
Prix de L’ Arc de 
Triomphe at Longchamp 
on 4, October 1987. 

Henry Cecil 
reaffirmed yesterday 
that the Great Voltigeur 
Stakes at York and then 
the St Leger remained 
the more likely 
programme. 

But the Warren Place 
maestro admitted that if 
Reference Point came 
through those two races 
well, there was just a 
chance he might have a 
final fling in Paris. 


Perfect 

Reference 

A profile of the 1987 Epsom 
Derby winner. Reference 
Point who has since won 
the King George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth Diamond 
Stakes and is now in line 
for the St. Leger 


Cecil said: “Reference 
Point was full of himself 
the next day He is well 
aware of what he has 
done. I'm keen to keep 
him on the go. because if 
I let him down and give 
him a break, it will be 
difficult to get him back. 
He’s a big, lazy horse 
and we ran out of time 
under similar 


cvrcumstances before 
the eclipse at Sandown 

So, with two easy 
races in prospect, what 
better place for 
Reference Point to bow 
out than Longchamp 
where he would be 
virtually guaranteed his 
ground? 

Reflecting on their 
Sandown defeat by 


Mtoto, Cauthen ^d^ **1 
was a lot more ooiifidefit 
this time. Ascot is a 
more suitable coarse 
and the going was that 
much easier. 

"With the trip being a 
mile and a half I wa8.not 
having to chase him 
from the start. They 
tried to lay up with me 
but couldn’t. 

"When I gradually let 
him lengthen in the 
straight he picked up 
and left them for dead. 
It’s great to see him 
show everybody what a 
good horse he is." 

Reference Point’s style 
of racing means he 
invariably breaks the 
other horses’ hearts. He 
did it at Epsom, and the 
place on the last 
Saturday of July was 
such a furious one that 
his rivals were off their 
feet from the final bend 
and virtually walked 
home. Another horse 
with a similar style is 
Slip Anchor, the winner 
of the 1985 Derby and 
also ridden by Cauthen. 

Significantly, the 
sectional times revealed 
that the last furlong was 
the slowest of the 18, 
confirming that 
Reference Point’s 
trail-blazing from the 
stalls again proved the 
key factor. 

Tony Cruz tried new 
tactics on Triptych and 
had the mare chasing 
Reference Point in the 
first furlong but she was 
never able to hold her 
place. 

As they passed the 
five-furlong pole, the 
favourite’s closest 
pursuers were 
Aoatenango'Sir Harry* 
Lewis, Unite, Celestial 
Storm and Moon 
Madness. 

Refnranoe Poiat lESties 

Cauthen up) oa their 
way to winnhig the IhSV 
B^pecun Derby 






But Atmtenango, who 
had loat a shoe in the 
preliminaries and had to 
be replated at the start, 
was always being 
bustled along by Cash 
Asmussen. 

Turning for home. 
Reference Point had 
them flat to the boards, 
apart from Celestial 
Storm, who was in fifth 
place and still going well 
within himself. 

Halfway up the 
straight came Cauthen’s 
only moment of anxiety 
when Reference P*oint 
8i)ooked and 
momentarily l(»t his 
concentration but five 
strides later he was back 
on an even keel. 

Although Celestial 
Storm and Triptych 
came from the pack and 
ran their hearts out. 
they were merely 
fighting for the places 
because Reference Point 
never showed any signs 
of stopping and kept up 
the gallop to win by 
three lengths. 

Cecil added: “I told 
owner-breeder Louis 
Freedman before the 
race that whatever 
happened there would be 
no excuses. I had him 
spot on.” 

Sadly, there will be no 
four-year-old career for 
Reference Point. At the 
end of the season he 
joins Dancing Brave at 
Sheikh Mohammad’s 
Dalham Hall stud in 
Newmarket. 

Lessons were learned 
when the decision to 
keep Slip Anchor in 
training backfired. But 
Cecil would dearly have 
loved to have repeated 
the exercise. 

He said: “Slip Anchor 
was hyperactive 
whereas nothing 
bothers this fellow. It is, 
however, the pressures 
of the indiistry which 
determine future plans!' 


Celestial Storm, who 
just outran Triptych for 
second place by a neck 
was slightly hampered 
by Sir Harry Lewis when 
fatigue began to take its 
toll. 

But Luca Cumani was 
certainly not claiming it 
made any difference. He 
said: “Celestial Storm 
has run a smashing 
race, but in Reference 
Point he has come up 
against an extra-special 
I^erby winner. This is 
my horse’s best trip and 
we will have to think 
about the Arc.” 


Slip Anchor, winning 
the 1986 Derby, ridden 
by Steve Cauthen and 
trained by Henry Cecil, 
raced in precisely the 
same way as Reference 

Point—running the 
opposition off their feet 

Triptych normally 
comes to challenge on 
the bridle, but such was 
the pace that she was off 
the bit and being 
scrubbed sdong from the 
start. 

She kept on well to 
take third place for the 
second successive year 
and rumour has it that 


she will stay in training 
as a .six-ycar-old 
But the day belonged 
to Cecil who, in winning 
his first King George, 
filled in one of the few 
remaining gaps in his 
big-race record. 

It was typical of the 
man to play down liis 
part and point out that 
while he had been in 
Keeneland for the sales, 
his wife Julie and the 
staff back home had put 
the finishing touches 
All in all, they are 
some team 
CyrM.J.Mad«i 
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tkSIDE TRACK 


HORSEXCEUENGE! 


The fascinating story of Phar Lap—^arguably the 
greatest thoroughbred of all time 


Lump in throat Tear in eye. 
Silent in awe. 

It's not often that the videolihns 
one bring^s home from the city’s 
innumerabJe parlours provide the 
three-in-one experience. 

This one did The spine of the 
overworked VHS cassette read: 
THAR LAP’ 

"A true story”, the curly haired 
attendant behind the counter 
blurted 

Minutes later THAR LAP'slid 
into our dull grey VCP... 

O UR protagonist is bred in 
New Zealand. Sire- Night 
Raid. Dam. Entreaty. 
Result: Undistinguished 
pai-entage. The Australian trainer 
Harry Telford thinks otherwise. 
Impressed by the well-built colt 
Telford persuades an intrepid 
racing buff from Melbourne to 
cough up 160 guineas to purchase 
him (160 guineas? Yes, a paltry 
sum even by Depression 
standards). 

The 160 guinea worth of horse 
flesh is named alter the Sinhalese 
word meaning lightning' Phar Lap. 
And SC) begins the racing career 
oi‘, arguabl.v, the greatest 
thoroughbred of all time. 

Phar I jap loses on debut and, 
mvich to Telford’s embarrassment, 
cannot lift itself out of maiden 
ranks even after four outings. 

Four losses from four starts. This 
is not championship stuff 

Fifth time out. Phar Lap wins in 
great style Harry Telford smiles. 

‘i told you’ Hold it! Because eight 
moi'e (lefeats follow No enviable 
track record this. 13 starts, one 
win. 

And then Phar I^ap goes on to 
win 37 out of his next 38 starts! 

His carl.v record of futility only 
oiihaiicing his lifetime mark of 37 
wins in 51 starts 

It's now t f)30 Phar Lap is four 
.years c)ld Anri ready to send the 
I’acing- connoisseur scurrying for 
ad,iectives He's .just hit this double 


purple patch: reeling of six 
victories in eight weeks. 

Smashing five records at different 
distances. Phar Lap makes a 
mockery of the lead the 
handicapper places on this back 
and effortlessly claims the 
Melbourne Cup. 

The four-year-old champion’s 
increasing notoriety is not 
entirely beneficial, however. This 
morning on the way home from 
track work, the horse and his 
trainer are followed down a street 
by a cldsed sedan. A rotund man 
armed with a shot gun pops out of 
the backseat and opens fire. 

Thank God. The shots are erratic. 

1931. Phar Lap is now five years 
old and flashing first past the 
winning post comes as naturally 
to him as memorable headlines to 
David Ogilvy. Meanwhile, 
Australian racing authorities are 
looking for ways to handicap Phar 
Lap’s undoubted superiority to 
preserve at least an iota of 
competition. 

The champion gelding is asked 
to carry an incredible 150 lb by the 
handicapper for another tilt at the 
Melbourne Cup. There could be no 
other glowing tribute—a tribute 
nonetheless, but an impossible 
yoke to carry against other top 
notch horses. 

Jimmy Pike, the knight of the 
Pigskin, and occupant of Phar 
Lap’s saddle for years realises the 
futility—and the danger—of 
going for a win against the pages 
of logic. Wisely Pike doesn’t “push’ 
the champion to do the impossible. 
The winner that day carries 561b. 
less thw Phar Lap, who goes past 
the post eighth. 

It has become clear that Phar 
Lap should be given a chance 
against new tougher competition. 
With this in mind, the Brains 
Trust behind Phar Lap accept an 
invitation to the $50,000 Agua 
Caliente Handicap in Mexico. 

History recounts Phar Lap's 


memorable performance in that 
race, thus: “Before a crowd of 
15,000 spectators. Phar Lap broke 
poorly, fell 50 yards behind the 
rest of the pack, ran extremely 
wide, and seemed to be out of the 
running when the race was barely 
under way. But with a mile still to 
go, he suddenly settled into stride. 
Living up to his reputation for 
power and speed, he bolted by one 
horse after another and won the 
race by an eased-up two lengths. 
The 10 other horses, to whom he 
had given up 9 to 13 lb., finished 
in a strung-out line behind him. ’’ | 

And where to now? The US, of 
course. A strapping six-year-old I 
gelding who is ready to stake his 1 
reputation against America’s best. 
Ready to take on.. 

But fate, cruel fate has other 
plans. 

It’s just a fortnight since Phar 
Lap's incredible victory in Mexico. 
The four-legged genius is lying ill 
in his stall in Menlo Park, 

California. 

Hours later Phar Lap is dead. 

Has he been poisoned? Yes and 
no. The autopsy shows slight 
traces of arsenic in his system, 
picked up from the sprayed fruit 
trees where he was grazing a few 
days ago. But other horses too had 
grazed. 

Ulcers, the doctors say. That, 
coupled with the arsenic and the 
10,000 mile journey was the 
reason. Perhaps. 

It's close to midnight. I switch 
the VCP off. Eject. 

And as I bury my head in my 
pillow, nostalgia beckons. 

Someday I'll walk up and salute 
the stuITed and moun ted figure of 
Phar Lap at the National Museum 
in Melbourne. Or take a trip to the 
Institute of Anatomy in Canberra, 

A uatralia—where Phar Lap’s 
heart has been preserved. 

And what a great heart itm ust 
be! 

Derek O’Brien 
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Steffi the history machine 

I N the picturesque surroundings of the 
Hollyburn Country Club m Vancouver, a 
young West German girl was having a go at 
history again So young (18) and so vastly 
talented. Steffi Graf is slowly replacing 
Martina Navratilova as the catalyst in women’s 
tennis This time she initiated change m the 
Federation Cup 

The women’s equivalent of the Davis Cup but 
with a slightly different format it has been 
America’s domain m recent years^iespecially 
with the almost unbeatable combmation of 
Navratilova and Evert This time however an 
injured Martina was not there 
And so in their 13th title attempt they 
eventually got unlucky they drew Steffi Graf 
West Germany were four time losing 
fmalists Graf, on this fifth occasion, with 
forehands of distinction and superior court 
craft, made the winning difference She 
ravaged Chris Evert 6-2,6-1 (55 minutes) 
which reminded of her equally cruel 
destruction of Pam Shnver in the Wimbledon 
semi-finals And then showed her class as a 
champion raising hei game a few notches to 
come back and win the doubles 
Martina Navratilova has been called the 
greatest woman player of all time Watching 
Steffi in this past year sci ibes are already 
disc usbing the possibility of the West German 
(after at least 10 years) being called exactly the 
same thing 





Britain, tennis & 
excellence? 


T he handicapped 
love sport as much 
as anyone else and 
in today’s world play as 
much as everyone else 
They are nevei lacking 
m motivation so 
perhaps all the able can 
really do ib to encourage 
them Especially finan¬ 
cially 

But the British Lawn 
Tennis AsscxJiation up 
right and uptight 
obviously thmk dif¬ 


ferently For when the 
wheelchair tennis team 
(who apparently are 
very good) applied for 
funds, they weic turned 
down with a very crisp 
“Sorry we re in the pro 
cess of pursuing excell 
ence in sport 

Now one has to resp^(t 
their prior ities but cla 3 
sifying Stephen Shaw 
and Andrew Castle (who 
probably wouldn t iriaKo 
the Top Ten in manv 
European i ount t k s) as 
excellence sounds a lit 
tie misplaced 



QUOTES OF THE WEEK 


B oris BECKER criti¬ 
cising the US bench 
for unsportsman¬ 
like behaviour and com 
ments during the US- 
West Germany Davis 
Cup tie m America 
“They shouldn’t com¬ 
plain about Ecuador 
(known for their parti¬ 


san bad behaviour) when 
they are doing what 
they are doing They 
know they are in m> 
eyes lower than betoi e 
They know what they 
did” 

John McEnroe s reply 
“Horse manure ’ 
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FOCUS 


M y peregi'umtioiis as 
Dii'ector of Coaching 
around Victorian bush 
towns over my past 26 
years in Australia 
frequently brought me 
into c ontact with—dare 1 
say it—the older 
generation of Icxial 
cricket enthusiasts who 
more often than not 
when they heard the 
name of Frank Tyson 
would exclaim T 
1 remember you, bastard! 
You spoiled a day’s Test 
cricket for mo in 1955.1 
went down to the MCG to 
see Australian score the 
165 runs they needed 
j for a win to go one up in 
i the series and you—you 
finished the game off 
with six wickets before 
lunch! I ended up eating 
my sandwiches in 
Fitzroy Oaixlens!’ 

Such outbursts 
produccKj feigned Tyson 
sympathy. I would 
protest that 1 
remombei’ed little of the 
eventful morning except 
that I took 6 for 16 in 51 
deliveries, finished up 
with an analysis of 7 for 
27 off 12 3 overs, that 
Australia were all out 
for 111, lost the game by 
128 runs, the date was 
Wednesday. Jan 5 and 
the temperature was 95 
degrees' Such modest 
hypocrisy merely veiled 
the truth that the third 
Test of the 1954-55 
Austral ia-England 
series was a contest 
never to be forgotten by 
those who played in or 
saw it. It was the 
watershed of the aeries 
and marked the birth of 
Len Hutton’s tourists’ 
eventual psychological 
and physical 
ascendancy over Ian 
Johnson’s men; 
moreover it was the 
setting for some 
outstanding batting 
performances in 
difficult conditions and, 

.m: ^ 


WHEN 

AUSTRALIA’S 
LUNCH WAS 
RUINED 

Frank Tyson looks back 
fondly on Melbourne, 
1954-55 



Australia’s unlikely and balding tormentor: Tyson 


at times, some inspired 
bowling and catching. It 
even embraced the 
controversial incident of 
the illegal watering of a 
Test pitch! 

On the last day of 
1954,1 strolled out of 
the Windsor Hotel, past, 
the green-coated, 
top-hatted doorman, and 
turned left into Bourke 


Strept to enter a small 
barber’s shop where I 
had my usual pre-Test 
haircut, which always 
made me feel cooler on 
broiling Australian 
days. It minimised my 
bald pate ever since! At 
9.301 was walking 
across Fitzroy Gardens; 
a now-pleasant, wooded 
depression which marks 


the spot from which' - 
most of Melbourne’s 
building stone was 
excavated and which 
only a century ago was 
the haunt of 
bushreuigers. Then it 
was past the unsmiling 
statue of Victorian 
autocrat Sir William 
Clarke and down to the 
members’ entrance of 
the MCXi, where in this 
very season the England 
skipper, Len Hutton, 
frightened heU out of an 
over-officious gateman 
by pretending that he, 
like his roguish 
Australian predecessor, 
Sid Barnes, had 
forgotten his ticket and 
was about to jump the 
turnstile 
Within the hour 
Hutton had won the toss 
and, wiser after his 
disastrous and 
supremely optimistic 
decision to bowl first in 
the Brisbane Test, 
elected to bat on a wicket 
which, even before a ball 
was bowled, adready 
resembled a tessalated 
pavement. Two inspired 
performances etched 
imforgettable 
impressions of that first 
England innings on my 
mind. Australian 
allrounder Keith Miller, 
labouring under injury, 
sent Hutton—who had 
been extremely 
reluctant to play because 
of aback 

ailment—Edrich and 
Compton back to the 
paviUon in half-a-dozen 
overs in the space of 
which he conceded less 
than 10 runs. It was one 
of the most dy naipic and 
hostile spells of 
swing bowling I have 
ever seen. Then came 
MCC—^not the 
Marylebone Cricket Quh 
from which his parents 
fashioned his 
initials—but Miohad. 
Colin Cowdrey, who 


staged the first of his 
numy messianio acts 
which were to epitomise 
his international career 
and scored his first Test 
hundred in only his 
third game for his 
country. It was one of 
his moat easeful and 
influential centuries, 
redolent with the 
Kentish man’s caressed 
drives and constituting 
more than half of his 
team’s eventual 
first-innings tally of 
191. 

I was batting at the 
opposite crease when 
Cowdrey reached three 
figfures and then was 
bowled by an Ian 
Johnson off-spinner 
which clipped the brink 
of one of the many 
gaping cracks which 
were now opening in the 
pitch and came back so 
far from outside the off 
stump that it bowled 
Colin behind his legs as 
he padded up! It was an 
ominous portent of what 
might follow for the 
team batting last. 

When they took 
strike, the home 
batsmen floundered 
against Statham’s 
immaculate Une and 
length and by the end of 
the second day had lest 
eight wickets without 
overtaking the tourists' 
score. Sunday was a day 
of test on which repose 
was impossible. A 
Uast-fumace northerly 
wind brought the 
Wimmera dust and 
dsntury-degree heat to 
every nook and cranny 
of Melboxime. The only 
cool salvation which I 
could find lay in the surf 
of Point Leo Beach on 
Westemport Bay. 
Ixnagine the English 
astonishment, 
therefore, when after 
this Sahara Sunday we 
arrived «t the MCO to 


in the pitch were healed 
and the approaches to 
the wicket were so soft 
that Brian Statham 
slipped and fell when 
running up to deliver 
the first over of the 
morning! 

Several hypotheses 
were propounded to 
explain the pristine 
freshness of the playing 
surface. Some aprologists 
said that a subterranean 
stream had 


mysteriously appeared 
and disappeared 
overnight; others 
inclined to the view thal 
on a day of zero 
percentage humidity, 
the pitch had sweated 
under the covers. The 
most correct version of 
the events of that wet 
January 2 was written 
by the cricket 
correspondent of the 
Melbourne Age, Percy 
Beames, who stated 



The habitues of Bay 14 had barely 
settled into their seats and taken 
their first guip of beer when Neii 
Harvey, who, after his briliiant 92 
not out in the Sydney Test, was 
wMeiy regarded as the great hope of 
his side, was brilliantiy caught by 
Godfrey Evans in front of leg sHp off 
a middled leg-glanoe. 


dlaooVer tluit the.cracks 


tliat, according to his 
reliable sources, the 
groundsman, 
despairing of his pitch 
lasting the full six days 
of the game, had turned 
on the water sprinklers 
to save his bacon and the 
remaining four days' 
gates. 

The ploy worked well, 
for Australia’s last three 
batsmen gave their team 
a 40-run advantage on 
the first innings, with 
keeper Len Maddcxiks 
top-scoring for 
Australia on his debut 
with a solid knock of 47 
But if the pouring of 
water on the troubled 
wicket operated in 
favour of the home 
tailenders. it also 
benefited the English 
batsmen when they 
made their second 
appearance at the 
crease The tourists’ 
innings was inspired by 
apower-laden, peerless 
91 from the bat of Peter 
May and had a sting in 
its tail, thanks to the 
unorthodox, charging 
methods of spinner 
Johnny Wardle, who 
pillaged 38 runs, largely 
off the quicker bowlers, 
and was the ‘foice 
majeur’ in the last five 
wickets adding 94 runs 
and boosting his side’s 
total to a respectable 
879. 

The curtain rose on 
the final act with 
Australia needing 240 
for victory, the pitch 
ostensibly better 
behaved, and more than 
two leisurely days 
remaining for Johnson’s 
men to cover the 
necessary ground. Even 
the loss of Arthur 
Morris to a brilliant 
Cowdrey catch at silly 
mid-on and the bowling 
of li^vellby an 
Appleyard offspiner 
failed to dampen the 
optimism of the home 
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RUP1»01 tl 1 S Ate l<)S( of 
pldyojitlK louiflKlav 
thryvee n Hjlulanl at thf* 
IhouRhl 111 *1 tiK II txiys 
in b«if;f'\ t,n ( n caps 
lu t’cli il o'llv 1 (I'i 1'Uis to 
tM.itttu IVhii foi lilt 
hCH (»ll(i tlllll 111 lilt 
1 ubt> I 

(>11 llu lollovcinf> 
moiiiiiif' 'ill OOO fiKiplo 
strt diiu (i ( ht< ttully into 
till Me (I to Ik 111 ill the 
kill Tl»\M.cie but not 
in the* way *li<>v 
ex)x*( tl tl T hi habitues 
ol Ba\ 11 had baiely 
Roltleil mlolhtn seals 
ami taki n thou Inst 
pul|>oi boei wht n Neil 
lldivey who aftirhis 
bi ilhdiit ‘U not out in 
the .Sydney Test was 
widely iet»aided as the 
g’l eat Ikjix^ of his side 
was hi illiantly t auRht 
bydodlrt y Evans in 
front ol Ic pf slij) off a 
middled Ior Riance It 
was tht lifst .nerob.itu 
cdtt h I have ever s«ii>n in 
inyiaieei asapLiyei 
wiitci and 
conimc nt.itor 

Enter Keith Millei 
only to receive a Tyson 
kirkei oflapixid 
length It clipped the 
fthouldei of the bat as he 
probed tenhitively 
foi ward and flew to 
Hutton al first slip The 
spei'd of t he i ate h was 
Ruth that the England 
skippt'i t ould do nti 
inoie t lian par i y the ball 
torKdnth standing by 
his side to complete the 
dismissal Benatid 
decided to take the 
attac k to the i neinv 
lliifoif nnatelv hi 
decidt'd to pull a 
shoi t piti hed deliver y 
which did not bonnet as 
much as lie expected and 
he watc lied .ighast as 
the ball iiecKhcted onto 
his stumps With live 
wickets down tiic 
Australian scfiri stood 
on thoir traditionally 
unlucky total ol 87 
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Benaud pulls, the ball skids and Tyson strikes agrain 


Hon Aicher cut 
defiantly to the point 
boundai y to gathei 15 
cjiiii k luiis bcfoic he 
like (ti acMne I lolc bt'lore 
him tell victim to the 
rcmoiscloRs at t ui at y of 
‘GtHJii^e Statham 
Maddocks was unable to 
lepeat his first inning'a 
sue cess He c amc down 
stunningly on a yot kei 
but was still unable to 
denert a ball whose pace 
was such that it spun 
hkt* a bia.scd bowl onto 
Jus leg slump Ray 
Lindwall came and 
wont still looking for 
the expected retaliatory 
bouncer after hitting me 


on the head in 
Sydney and receiving 
instcsid a lull-length ball 
which kept low and 
found him with his pads 
in fi ont When ‘Big Bill’ 
JohnsLoii was caught 
behind one ol the most 
bizar 1 e two hours of Test 
cricket was at an end 
and England had won by 
1281 uns 
The cricket novel 
MaUeson at Melbourne 
does not contain any 
stranger fictional 
occurrences than the 
events which took place 
on Jan 5, 1955 To this 
day I am convinced that 
Australian star batsman 


‘Nmna’ Harvey is still 
bemused and amazed at 
to how eight wickets 
could fall lor 36 runs in 
less than one Test 
session and that one 
bowler could capture 7 
for 27 against a 
starstudded batting 
line-up which contained 
the names of Morns. 
Favpll Miller, Benaud 
and himself 
The explanation of the 
ostensibly inexplicable 
probably lies in the 
combination of a pitch 
which deteriorated 
inopportunely for the 
home team ill-luck 
which caused two 
Australian batsmen to 
play on one to be 
dismissed by a lifter’ 
and another by a 
‘shooter and perhaps a 
‘soupcon ofsupenor 
English pace' Statham 
was magnificently 
relentless in his pursuit 
of the stumps making 
batting against a 
combination of himself 
and myself a 100% 
occupational batting 
hazard Then of course, 
there was the 
ummpeacable English 
catching 
All of these 
considerations, 
however were cold 
comfort for Austrahan 
supjiorters gnawing 
disconsolately on their 
sandwiches in the 
Fitzroy Gardens in the 
early afternoon Many 
obviously still remember 
that indigestible 
For me the game was 
more memorable So 
memorable indeed were 
the events and the 
euphoria of that 
morning, that I forgot to 
remember the broadcast 
which I promised to do 
for doyen Austrahan 
commentator Alan 
McGilvray after the 
match' 

Wladen Cnpkal Monthly 











CLOSEUP 

S HE has a ma^etic 
charm She is tall 
and straigTht-backed 
with a vibrant, beautiful 
face. Her figure 
stunningly athletic and 
yet not lath-thin. She is 
deep-bosomed and 
small-waisted with long, 
sensuous legs. Her hair 
gleaming chestnut, 
coiled behind her head 
in a ]x>ny tail 
She wore a white 
dress. An outfit, which 
in its whiteness 
' somehow heightened 
the grold of her skin, 
settng her off from the 
other women who were 
milling about her. She 
was like a queen bee. An 
exception in the world of 
sport where beauty Is 
such a rarity. 

She had just won her 
100m gpld when I saw 
her besieged by a crowd 
' of jostling TV 
' cameramen. She looked 
so much at home in 
front of those wheemng 
machines. As if she was 
destined to face a deluge 
of limelight all along her 
life. 

She has already been 
one of the leading ladies 
of Asian athletics Her 
looks have given her a 
screen identity. The 
glamour that success 
has spawned has 
surrounded her in an 
aura of unmatching 
celebrity Lydia de Vega 
thinks her life has 
constantly been on the 
fast forward. And 
permanently on the 
crossroads of 
many-faceted 
possibilities^ 

"Yes my life is 
scattered into too many 
things,” she said, when I 
got her talking about 
her life, her ambitions, 
her fame, her attitude to 
the numerous 
possibilities and 
opportunities that life 
has offered in these bnel 
34 years 
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“The possibilities and 
opportunities that life 
has thrown my way are 
enormous. And the 
promise of success has 
always been there, in 
everything: that I have 
pursued, every interest 
that I have ventured to 
cultivate. My mind has 
drifted from one interest 
to another. And I never 
bothered to think if this 
could cause me any 
harm. I’ve lived life just 
the way I have liked." 

But Lydia de Ve^a 
doubts if this reflects a 
complex, fragmented 
personality. There have 
been times in her life 
when the complexity, 
the duality has 
tormented her. When 
torn between several 
interests, she has been 
plunged in a whirlpool 
of confusion. 

“Sport, or for that 
matter athletics, have 
been my first love, no 
doubt." Lydia de Vega 
continued, “but the 
cross currents of other 
interests have always 
pulled me with an 
irresistable force And 
there have been phases 
when I’ve been 
overpowerred by a 
certain interest, and 
then with the passing of 
time it has ebbed away to 
be replaced by a new 
passion ■’ Lydia 
explained 

There have been 
moments of 

.self-searching also when 
the star has debated 
with herself if she was 
leading her life the right 
way There have been 
times of remorse and 
self-recrimi nation as 
well, when her 
fragmented. 
many-faceted life has 
yearned to be guided 
through a single pursuit 
of excellence, and be 
crowned with success. 
And Lydia has once 
again made her way 
back to sport, to 
athletics with 
'single-minded devotion. 

But the temptations of 
other vocations have 
alwavs been there.*’ 



Lydia continued to 
explain. “The lure of the 
tinsel town, the lure of 
living a fast, carefree 
life. And the loathe for 
living the hfe of a 
dedicated athlete 
training fanatically.” 

“The thing is they say. 
I’m good looking." Lydia 
said with a pause and a' 
blush on her cheeks, 
“they say I’d do well on 
the screen. And you can 
understand how 
overpowerir.g the 
temptations of showbiz 
are. Far away from the 
spartan hardships of an 
athlete’s life. The glare 
of the limelight is 
intoxicatinsr.’’ 


But Lydia has been 
brought up in a sporting 
background her father 
being a wellkiiown 
personality in his 
country's athletics 
circles I’he 
conversation at the 
family's dinner table has 
always centred around 
sport, Althletics, more 
precisely, and l,ydia's 
young mind has 
constantly been 
nourished on 
impressions of fanatical, 
dedicated athletes 
pursuing the very 
impossible in their quest 
for excellence. 

“At those moments 
I’ve discovered that 


essentially I’m an athlete 
and my training 
schedules have become 
harder and harder I’ve 
envied the dedication of 
other athletes, the joy 
they have felt being 
rewarded for their toil 
“Even some time 
before this Asian Track 
and Field meet, 1 heard 
of Usha’s determined 
effort to realise her 
country’s dream, an 
Olympic medal I was 
really impressed when I 
thoiyfht how steadfastly 
she was working to a 
single goal. to a single 
dream. Not for herself, 
but for an entire nation. 

1 was overcome by the 




I can slake my life for 
success: Talal Manseur 

Suprakash Ghoshal spoke to the 
ambitious athlete in Singapore 


feeling that this was a 
better hfe to live than 
wander around from one 
pursuit to another, and 
then be lost in a 
whirlpool of confusion 
and eventual ruin I got 
back to hardei- training, 
and Singapore just 
proved the point so 
clearly Dedication 
always pays. " 

But Lydia is still 
unsure if the fluidity of 
her nature would allow 
her to continue with the 
steadfast life, so 
essential for a 
committed althlete. 
“Tomorrow, 1 might just 
get lost in something 
else. And if that 
happens, I can see, in 
spile of all my 
achievements, people 
are going to remember 
P.T. Usha more than 
Lydia de Vega. For you 
need a single credential 
to be remembered A 
single association to 
have your image etched 
on people’s memory 
At the moment. Lydia 
thinks she will be 
wedded to athletics for 
sometime Though she 
is reluctant to take part 
in the World 
Championships at 
Rome, she is planning to 
take part in the SEE 
Games in Indonesia 
“I don’t think I’m in a 
piosition to make much 
of an impact in Home 
There are too many girls 
in the world who can do 
better than us Asians 
The gap is still so wide 
And I think Usha also, if 
she goes, would have to 
come back empty-handed 
“Moreover, I’ve certain 
injury problems which 1 
have to be careful about, 
right now I’m not in a 
position to take on the 
world. I'm very 
pragmatic, and I know 
what 1 should aim for 
and what to stay away 
from. And deep down I 
am aware that nothing 
is more important to me 
than enjoying life 
Living it to the full. 1 
would certainly do my 
best for athletics, but not 
kill myself for it." 


T alal mansour is 

a very proud man. 
Proud of the 
extraordinary physical 
prowess that nature had 
endowed him with 
Proud of the raw, 
iri’epressible willforce 
that inspires him in his 
quest for the ultimate of 
athletics excellence. 
Talal Mansour is pi’oud 
that he hates defeat 
"rni the best. I’m the 
best in Asia” was the 


first thing the tall, burly 
Qatari told me when I 
met him at a corner of 
the sprawling national 
stadium of Singapore. 
Talal Mansour was just 
back from his 
gold-winning lOOm 
race There was joy writ 
large on his face, and a 
trace of proud arrogance 
that always seemed to be 
so characteristic of him 
“1 have worked to this 
goal for a long time, in 


the searing heat of the 
middle east. I’ve proved 
myself the best at Seoul, 
and now once again here 
in Singapore. I'm the 
champion athlete of this 
continent. Now I want to 
take on the world." 

Talal Mansour was 
obviously referring to 
his ambitions for the 
World Championships at 
Rome, and given his 
excellent performances 
in the European circuit, 
prior to Seoul and 
Singapore, he certainly 
has reasons to feel 
confident 

“Somehow, 1 cannot 
just reconcile m.y8elf to 
this gap that still exists 
between Asia and 
Europe, or foi' that 
mattei- the rest of the 
world 1 admire the 
Chinese for their 
constant effort, to 
obliterate it And I think 
the time has come for 
tlie gulf countries to 
wake up and reinforce 
the Asian might We are 
a sleeping giant, we. the 
gulf nations, and you 
know we don’t consider 
ourselves as Qatari or 
Omani or Kuwaiti, and 
so on The gulf people 
are one nation, and 
together we can take the 
battle of athletics 
supremacy to the 
doorstep of Europe ” 

There was Mohammed 
A1 Malki of Oman 
standing just a few 
yards away from us. As 
if to demonstrate his 
deep sense of solidarity 
as a member of the gulf 
brotherhood, Talal 
called A1 Malki and the 
next moment, the two 
best known athletes of 
this continent were in 
each other’s arms, with 





Talal Mansour heartily 
wishing his friend all 
success in the 
forthcoming races. And 
I remember later when 
A1 Malki eventually won 
the gold in the men's 
400m, the man who 
jubilated the most was 
Talal Mansour. His 
sense of gulf 
brotherhood seemed to 
be running deep 
I asked him why the 
Middle East has taken so 
long to come up as a real 
force in sport or for that 
matter athletics 
Talal's reply was 
prompt and forthright 
"Because there have 
never been a genuine 
awareness of the 
enormous potential that 
we have in athletics. 
Qataris are born tough”. 
Talal continued to 
explain, “brought up in 
the sundrenched, dry 
climate of the gulf, we 
have an inner reserve of 
extraordinary physical 
powers Look at this 
young man Ahmed 
Ibrahim He is only 20 
years old. and looks so 
thin and frail Yet. he is 
capable of tremendous 
hardships and you will 
see how he runs his 
events He is champion 
material, just by dint of 
his inexhaustible 
stamina What he needs 
now is to have his 
technique honed by 
some expert'.’ 

Talal’s prophecy came 
true when the young 
Ahmed Ibrahim won the 
gold in 400m, his pet 
event. And there was 
that unmistakable sign 
of raw athletic pi-owess 
that defies all technical 
niceties. 

■’.Yet, we need 
technique, we need our 
exuberant physical 
powers to be harnessed 
Now that we have 
started training under 
these foreign coaches 
from Belgium and 
Germany, we can look 
forward to quite a few 
promising athletes who 
will have the knowledge 
of modern scientific 
athleticism ” 


Does Talal himself feel 
indebted to the foreign 
coaches for his steady 
progress towards the 
topmost honour in 
Asian athletics. 1 
wondered And Talal 
povided the answer in 
unequivocal terms: “Yes, 
I am grateful, though 1 
must say that my 
deepest gratitude goes 
to the Almighty Allah, 
who has given me the 
ability and the 
motivation to make the 
most of my physical 
potential.” 

“Yes, 1 stress on 
motivation.” Talal 
continued. “It’s one 
thing to have the ability, 
and quite another to 
have the inclination and 


the motivation to make 
the most of it It takes a 
lot of hardship to be 
good in athletics; often 
you tend not to use your 
full po|^ential. not to 
push yourself to the 
extremes of your 
physical powers. You 
feel lethargic You tend 
to deceive yourself 
Fortunately, by the 
grace of God I've always 
been able to make myself 
work to my fullest 
potential I never hold 
anything back from it 1 
can stake my life for 
success ” 

Talal Mansour is 
convinced that the 
disciplined, regimented 
life with the army has 
helped him a lot to grow 


up fast as an athlete. 

“You can have 
concentration, 
discipline and a kind of 
single-mindedness, that 
helps you enormously in 
training ” Talal made 
his point. “It’s a kind of 
permanent training 
camp, where you can 
earn your living and at 
the same time groom 
yourself for the role in 
which you think you fit 
the best ” 

And sinc« Talal 
Mansour has always 
seen himself as an 
athlete, he is happy that 
circumstances have 
helped him so greatly in 
realising his dreams 

And the dream that is 
now beckoning him is 
the limelight of the 
world stage Talal 
Mansour is impatiently 
awaiting that moment (.f 
glory. “Asia has been 
conquered. I will hang 
up my boots only when I 
can do something in the 
world arena. And you 
know if 1 go to Rome, 
there will be much more 
responsibility on my 
shoulders There not 
only will I represent my 
country, but the entire 
gulf region And if 1 can 
do something of note, 
the whole of Asia will be 
proud of me. 

“That will b€,> the 
greatest day of my life 
And I will continue to 
work to that goal Insha 
Allah, I will be 
successful ” 

Talal picked up his 
track suit, his shoes, put 
themin his bag and 
started walking back to 
the other end of the 
stadium. Against the 
fading light, of the 
prolonged peninsular 
dusk, he looked like an 
enormous giant of a 
man And in his stride, 
and gait there was that 
unmistakable 
aggressiveness that 
hallmark of a 
champion’s inner 
strength God willing. 
Talal Mansour will be 
the pride of this 
continent 
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David Gower explains his 
decision to opt out of 
England’s winter tour 
which includes the Reliance 
World Cup 


COLUMN 

[ HAD originally 
planned a suitably 
flippant piece in an 
attempt to lighten an 
itmosphere already 
nuch dampened by 
ilimatic conditions. I 
lad thought of 
liscussing at length 
probably 10 or 15 
vords) the likely impact 
>f the authorities’ ban on 
ill bar white wristbands, 
i major policy decision 
iprung on us at the start 
){the season while we 
vere all worrying about 
vhat was going to 
lappen on uncovered 
aitches when it rained. 

While on that subject, 
t was fascinating to 
ibserve developments at 
iVorcester recently in 
exactly that situation 
luring our 
Hhampionship match 
lown there. Midst the 
rain and the social 
gatherings (Elton John, 
ESric Clapton and George 
Harrison all came to 
watch Mr Botham open 
the innings on Saturday 
afternoon) it was good to 
see the spinners getting 
a chance when things 
got damp. Worcester 
had actually selected 
seven seamers, omitting 
the left-arm spinner, 
while our only 
spinner- with Peter 
Such also 

omitted—bowled but a 
handful of overs All I 
can ask is a simple 
question- who decided to 
cover the faster bowlers’ 
run-ups'^ 

Anyway, we haven’t 
space to discuss auiy of 
that, because amidst yet 
more rain at Old 
Trafford, with plenty of 
time to ponder. 1 
eventually made up my 
mind what to do this 
winter—or, at least, 
what not to do I have to 
admire the likes of Sunil 
Gavaskar who carry on 
continually and 


successfully in 
internationed cricket, 
and for that matter the 
like of Dennis Amiss 
who find themselves 
unable to give up ^unty 
cricket 


I have reached the 
point at which the 
prospect of another 
winter’s cricket does not 
inspire the enthusiasm 
that it should in 
someone aiming to 


represent his country. 
Batting has always 
I seemed hard enough, 
and is twice as hard if 
confidence and the 
enthusiasm needed to 
drive oneself are 
starting to suffer. A 
possible winter away 
right now would not be 
approached in the most 
positive fashion, 
especially with another 
rigorous schedule 
ahead. 

My aim now is to be 
able to return to Grace 
Road next season rather 
fresher, and attempt to 
resume my chosen 
professional career as 
before, points generally 
appreciated by all 
concerned, from the 
chairman of selectors, 
through most of the 
genuine cricket press, to 
cricket-watchers. 

Firstly, there is the 
rest of the season to 
complete properly, and 1 
would be delighted to 
make that as successful 
as possible, starting 
naturally with the series 
against Pakistan and, 
with luck, 
encompassing a 
resurgence of our 
fortunes at Leicester 

Though general 
reaction to my decision 
was flatteringly 
favourable I was 
surprised to be shown a 
piece by Ian Wooldridge, 
apparently writing in a 
state of some discomfort 
while attempting to 
watch the Test on the 
telly, and taking a 
generally sarcastic view 
of one’s temerity in 
asking one’s employers 
for time off. It annoys 
me that such an eminent 
columnist should so 
badly confuse fact with 
fiction. The major 
implication was that I 
would be taking time off 
with full pay. It is a 
cast-iron certainty that 




neither Leicestershire 
nor the TOCB will be 
supporting me this 
winter. The fact that I 
am prepnxed to forego 
the possible chance to 
eai'n arotind £15,000 of 
tour fee prraumably 
means that either I have 
been far too well 
rewarded for playing 
international cricket for 
the past nine years, or 
coTild it be that I am 
serious in my motives? 

I am not anticipating 
anything like an easy 
stroll back into the 
England side next 
season. When as fine a 
player as Graham Gkxxih 
is being kept out of the 
side by successful 
incumbents the message 
is writ for all to see. I 
will have this added 
incentive next May or 
July (depending on how 
much cricket the 
weather allows us to 
play) to prove that the 
winter has worked and I 
am worthy to regain a 
place, if anyone is 
prepaied to give me half 
a chance. 

The decision is all 
mine, and I stand by it 
Nor will a series of 
one-day matches 
purporting to be a 
World Cup draw me 
back. The only match I 
shall really miss 
participating in will be 
the Bicentennial Test at 
Sydney 

So what you may ask, 
shall 1 do instead? 
Certainly I shall be 
delighted to make time 
to accept any further 
donations to the benent 
fund, but after 
November I can see a 
golden oppxirtunity to 
pursue many of my 
other loves, and one or 
two new idesis. Who 
knows, a new career 
may emerge? 

Ideas certainly include 
trying to improve my 



Amidst yet more rain at the 
Oid Trafford Test, with 
pienty of time to ponder, i 
eventuaiiy made up my mind 
what to do this winter~~~or, at 
ieast, what not to do, I have 
to admire the likes of Sunil 
Gavaskar who carry on 
continually and successfully 
in international cricket 


Whatever happens 
then, my thoughts are 
very much on this 
current season. and at 
least with a target in 
mind that already feels 
easier. But there is one 
really good bit of news 
for me and my shoulder 
specialist. I shall have all 
winter without the 
prospect of chasing 
another ball to the 
boundary before 
sprinting back to gret 
into underarm range! 

Wisdvn Crldtet Monthly 





W OULD YOU believe 
that as many as 
eig^htof the 

fourteen who won India 
the Prudential Cup four 
years ago will, in all 
probability, not make it 
to the side to defend the 
title While some didn’t 
pull through the home 
series against the West 
Indians later that year, 
others hung around for 
a while till they played 
themselves into oblivion 
And then there were a 
few who were gi-adually 
coauced out of the side 
And then forgotten 
Gavaskar Srikkanth, 
Kapil Dev Shastn, 
Vengsarkar and to some 
extent Roger Binny, are 
among the fortunate few 
who have done enough 
to retain their places m 
the squad What about 
the rest‘d Ileioes foui 
yeaisago now 
forgotten Some 
completely, some only 
partially 

While the likes of 
Sunil Valson and Kirti 
Azad bui nt themselves 
out after an extended 
fienod of 

non- peri or ma nee, 
Balyinder Sandhu was 
deemed ineffective for 
Indian conditions But 
Yashpal Sharma has 
probably been the most 
unfortunate of the lot 
As a batsmanlie was 
limited but courageous 
And effective Asa 
fielder, fast and 
attacking, compaivd by 
Len Hutton to the 
legendary ijeane 
Constantine Asa 
cricketer, hyped-up and 
aggressive In short the 
ideal one day man The 
Prudential Cup saw him 
at his best But after that 
he was ‘in’ and ‘out’ For 
some strange reason 
more‘out’than'in’ One 
cannot help but 
cxinclude that this truly 
useful cricketer was 
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There are two who refuse to 
throw in the 

towei—Mohinder Amarnath 
and Madan Lai-^the Peter 
Pans of Indian cricket 
While others come and go 
(for good), these two have 
been Wand ‘out* for well 
over a decade now. 


hustled out of the side a 
little sooner than he 
should have been 

Another casualty who 
lost hiR place sooner 
than he thought he 
would wasSyed 
Kirmani Arguably the 
best Indian 

wicketkeeper of all time. 
Kin has set such high 
stndards that it is 
difficult to find a 
competent replacement 
Even Kin isn’t in that 
class any more 

Of late however, his 
name has been floating 
around more freely than 
those of his three 


younger 

sufcessoih the only 
I ciison being their lac k 
of success Kumanis 
batting having matured 
even fui thei at the 
domestiL level the only 
thing that i emains 
uncertain is whothei he 
ran find his touc h soon 
enough Kin thinks he 
can 

There ai-e two others 
who refuse to throw in 
the towel Mohiiider 
Amarnath and Madan 
Lai- the Peter Pans of 
Indian cricket While 
others come and go (for 
good), these two have 
been ‘in’ and ‘out’ for 


well over a decade now 
Both immensely useful, 
they have always had 
their admirers who feel 
they should bp in the 
side come what may 
They Still do Mohinder 
more than Madan 
And while on the 
subject, there aren’t 
many former cincketers 
who have quite as many 
admirers as Sandeep 
Patil One of whom must 
be Bob 

Willis remember 
Manchester 1982 when 
Patil slammed six 
consecutive fours off the 
English fast bowler' 
Though he has retired 
from international and 
even domestic cricket 
the dasher from Bomuay 
is still in the game He 
IS in fact away in East 
Afric a playing for a club 
side There are many 
who feel he is still 
capable of finding a 
place in the side, c-oming 
in at number five The 
logic being he IS a far 
superioi stroke-player 
than the likes of 
Azfiaruddin One cannot 
help but agi’ee, but one 
wonders where you will 
hide him on the field, 
consider mg the fact that 
even when at his prim^ 
he was more than just a 
liability on the field 
There are some who 
feel strongly about the 
experience factor and 
would therefore prefer 
the one-time 
heio to the marginally 
successful newcomer 
And whether you think 
on these lines oi not, 
you must agree that 
they will be missed 
Yashpal foi his grit 
Kirmani fot his 
dependability Mohindei 
for his application 
Madan for his quiet 
cffeciency And Patil foi 
sheer dash Ifonly one 
could turn the clock 
back' 
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Rajeev Shankla (JMC/Enfleld 
175). It was almost as if the sand 
was trying to hold you baok 

problem on your hands. It is the 
ultimate test for man and 
machine. 

Winning on this tough, 
tortuous 1 4 km long track did 
not come out of having the best 
machine or unlimited resources, 
but raw guts and riding skill. It 
was with this in mind that top 
Indian riders like Ih-atap 
Bhagwat. Rstiiva Agrawala, 
Ashwin Dhatxilkar, Sanjiv 
Shankla. Vijay and Rajesh 
Deshpande and Jagat Veer Singh, 
gathered to match their skills. 

While 8-year-old Rustam Patel 
and his 40 cc Yamaha PV stole the 
show, winning the loudest of 
cheers (and a few pushes from the 
track marshals each time he got 
stuck in the sand) Rajiva 


Agrawala impressed the 


20,000 spectators with his 


technique and riding skill as he 


covered the 1.4 km track with 13 


jumps and 7 unbalancing humps. 


Sanjeev Sankhla. the local 


favourite unfortunately had to 


drop out in the very first event trf 


the day as the piston of his Honda 


CR 250 gave way under the 


rigours of the track. 


Rajeev Agrawala (JMC/Y amaha 
YZ 125). A tough course to 
navigate 
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CALCUTTA SifCCER 


AJIDBASKARis 
creeping back to 
form. 
Mohammedan 
Sporting’s effort to 
return to the top bracket 
is coming along nicely 
East Bengal is on a 
scoring spree. At the 
end of the first round of 
matches, Mohun 
Bagan’s Sisir Ghosh 
tops the scoring table 
with twelve goals 
followed by Chima. And 
the return league has 
beg^un—the soccer is 
encouraging, the 
refereeing still shoddy. 
The other piece of bad 
news from the maidan is 
that one-time first 
divisioners, Calcutta 
Gymkhana, are well on 
their way to relegation 
in the second division 
The IFA came up with 
the bright idea of 
designating an ordinary 
match as an ‘exhibition’ 
just to cover up the 
deficit in the absence of 
Mohammedan Sporting 
in Group A Mohun 
Bagan had requested the 
IFA to make the Port 
Trust match an ordinary 

Jamshed has things 
under control against 
Howrah Town in a 
Group B match 


Babu Man! finds the 
Port net. Mohun Bagan 
scored thrice 

one but it was turned 
down. It was finally 
played as an exhibition 
with the price of a ticket 
fixed at five rupees. But 
it was an important duel 
for Bagan because last 
season they lost one and 
drew the other against 
Port. The Bagan camp 
seemed actually 
anxious. Prasanta 
Banerjee had an injured 
nose, Aloke Mukherjee 
was ill, Debashish Ray 
was suffering from 
sinus and Amit Bhadra 
felt pain in the stomach 
while kicking. They 
were therefore forced to 
field a depleted side but 
still outplayed Port 
scoring thrice. 

Rajasthan is a team 











feared by big teams. And 
Mohun Bagan was not 
taking it lightly. But 
Subrata Bhattacharya 
and Mastan Ahmed 
seemed over-confident 
and Atanu Bhattimharya 
under the bar 
momentarily lost 
concentration and 
Pradip Ghosh fully 
utihs^ the opportunity 
by drawing first blood. 
To attack a lion in his 
own den needs courage 
aplenty and Rajasthan 
had just that. Shcxsked 
Bagan were activated 
and there was no 
stopping them They 
displayed their best 
performance of the 
season to MdnS-t. 

Butlbere is also the 
oth ejiM|tt^trf' the story. 


Chima heads in East 
Bengal’s first goal 
against Taltola Ekata 
Sangha 

Bhola Dutta’s refei-eei ng 
was appalling. Junior 
clubs often get the 
wrong end of the stick 
Dutta first overlooked 
Uttam Ghosh’s offside 
header but a timely 
linesman's wave 
prevented him to allow 
the goal after much 
hestitation During this 
period, the infuriated 
Rajasthan players 
gathered around him 
persistently protesting 
about the decision In 
the process Dutta gave 
marching orders to 
Arun Ghosh who was 
incidentally away from 


the action. The player 
stood dumbfounded. 

Had it been a big name 
Dutta would have 
probably acted 
differently. Check this 
out; when the match was 
32-minute8old, 
Krishnendu Roy who 
was playing well, 
collided with Raghu 
Nandi. Whether it was 
intentional on the part 
of Nandi or not is not the 
question. The fact of the 
matter was that when 
Roy slapped'the latter 

Wari’s Dennis 
Williamson when 
playing against East 
Bengal, (who finally 
won 6-0) was often 
mumbling to himself. 
Irritated and frustrated. 


Williamson went in for 
hard tackles and forced 
referee Santi Gupta to 
pull out the yellow card. 
More frustration and a 
verbal duel with the ref 
was followed up with the 
red card. Wari are now 
in the danger zone for 
relegation. 

Chima who netted two 
out of the six goals stole 
the limelight on a slushy 
surface. He had done the 
spadework for the other 

East Bengal continued 
the goal hunt. The 
match against the 
‘rabbits’ Taltola Ekata 
Sangha was a mere 
formality. The only 
interest being the effort 
of East Bengal players to 
help Chima beat Sisir in 
the Bcorer’siist. 


Phatoarsahs.hw Safttosh 








Paws a whUe. A dog interrupts play during East Bengral Group A match against Taltola Ekata 
Referee Bhola Dutta is aiurrounded hy Rajasthan players for blowing an offside goal 
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IHEKNEE 


Dr. A. Bhattacharya traces the role of the knee in sport 


T he knee js a joint 
between a bone in 
the thigh (Femur) 
and the main bone 
in the leg (Tibia). 

Moving forward 
(extension) and 
backwai-d (flexion) like a 
hinge, extension and 
flexion help in 
propulsion while flexion 
also helps in absorption 
of shock In landing. The 
knee can also rotate in 
flexed position as in 
change of direction 
during running. It even 
beai-8 the body weight 
during all the 
movements. 

The joints of the body 
are designed to subserve 
two main functions (a) 
Mobility (b) Stability. 



Mobility Stability 


In order to make a 
joint more mobile, its 
stability is compromised 
and vice versa. Many 
joints of the body have a 
ball and socket 
arrangement which 
adds to the stability of a 
joint. The knee truly 
does not have that 
anatomical design. 
Therefore its stability by 
bony contours has been 
compromised to some 
extent for increasing its 
mobility. The knee being 
an important joint of the 
lower limb has to bear 
the body weight and 
stresses during various 
postures of the body. In 
addition the knee 
becomes prone to injury 
as it is not surrounded 
by thick layers of 
muscles like the hip 
joint. 

The stability of the 
knee is maintained by 



The tear to the ligament 
has healed but adhesions 
prevent full painless 
mobility, unless 
ruptured. Laxity 
following sprain is 
unlikely to be of grave 
concern to those other 
than professional 
athletes. There is no pain 
and operative suture is 
the only treatment 



the tibial spine, capsule 
of the joint, two 
collateral ligaments (one 
on either side) and two 
cruciate ligaments (in 
criss-cross fashion 
within the joint), the 
oblique popliteal 
ligament at the back of 
the knee, the quadriceps 
muscle with patella 
within its tendon and 
the iliotibial tract 
(composed of muscles of 
the buttock and outer 
side of the thigh). 

The greater mobility 
of the knee is due to the 
large articulating 
surfaces of the condyles 
of the femur and tibia. 
The two menisci (one on 
each side) in the knee 
plays a role in the 
mobility of the joint. Its 
chief role being in 
rotation. It moves with 
the femur and the 
movement takes place at 
the lower compartment. 
The meniscus (C-shaped 
and triangrular in cross 
section) is never 
subjected to weight 
bearing force normally. 

The knee, because of 
its prime importance in 
locomotion, is 
vulnerable and prone to 
ipjury particularly to 
the sportsman. 

An exact diagnosis 
can be made at the knee 
with greater certainty 
than at any other joint, 
and many conditions are 
curable if they are 
detected early. History 
of the ipjury, posture of ^ 
the person during 
ipjury and the type of 
ipjury (direct or 
indirect) are of critical 
diagnostic importance. 

Numerically the most 
important disordersare 
the sprain of ligaments. 




Knee pain w usually 
well looaUaedaacl many 
dt the tisauea are pa^ to 
feel during 
exaniination. 
UgaznentouB apraina, if 
j untreated, tend to follow 
I a standard progreaeion. 
Treatment differs 
according to the stage 
reached. 

Stage. I. A sprain to a 
ligament (Fig 7.29) is 
accompanied by 
secondary traumatic 
arthritis lasting one to 
two weeks. 

Stage n. The traumatic 
arthritis has sutwided. 
But the lesions must not 
be allowed to heal in 
immobility, otherwise 
adhesions form at the 
site of tear, binding 
ligament to bone (Fig 
7.30) 

Stage III. The tear to the 
ligament has healed but 
adhesions prevent full 
painless mobility, unless 
ruptured (Pig 7.31) 
Laxity following sprain 
is unlikely to be of grave 
concern to those other 
than professional 
athletes. There is no 
pain and operative 
suture is the only 
txnatement. 

The collateral 
ligaments (coronary 



ligaments are equally 
prone to injury for a 
sportsman. It can range . 
from minor sprain to 
complete rupture. In 
complete rupture, the 
knee swells up 
immediately and the 
player is forced to ' 
abandon play. The knee 
movements are full 
although it hurts at the 
extremes because 
cruciates limit rotation 
as well as flexion and 
extension 

Injury to the 
contractile structures 
are equally common. 

The hamstring muscles 
at the back of tlw kncnj 
and the quadriceps at 
the front with the patella 
lying within its tendon 
can be strained at either 
ends. 

Treatment depends on 
accurate early diagnosis 
of the l elevant 
condition To continue 
sport without adequate 
treatment after injury is 
detrimental and can be 
permanently crippling 
in certain conditions. 

The Arthroscopo an 
endoscopic tool is 
blessing for the 
sportsman to establish 
accurate diagno.sis and 
implementing surgical 


ligaments) fasten the 
two meniscie to the rim 
of the tibia. A rotation 
strain may overstretch 
one of the collaterals 
with or without 
accompanying tear of 
the meniscus. The 
medial meniscus is more 
feequently torn than the 
lateral. It is a common 
football injury. 
Traumatic synovial 
effusion (fluid) within 
the Joint) builds up 
following menlscal tear 
within 24 hours. 
Uaually the player 
SMUiagBs toeontinue.the 
fMBeecnhehow with 
peifi. 

Theoruoiate 


Numerically the most 
important disorders are 
the sprain of ligaments. 
Knee pain is usually well 
localised and many of the 
tissues are easy to feel 
during examination. 
Ligamentous sprains, if 
untreated, tend to follow 
a standard progression. 

Treatment differs 
according to the stage 
reached 


ti’eatmont for ineiuscal 
and other injuries. 
Arthixiscopic operations 
shorten convalescence 
and puts the player back 
onto the field in a short 
time. 

Acnowletlgemenl t Illustrated Manual 
ol Onhopaedic Medicine J H Cynax P J 
Cynax 


2 Anatomy, Regional and applied R J 
Last 



iiivltoti reactors 
who suffer from 
any physical 
iniurtas to 
write in. Or. 
ahattacharya 
will attempt to 
diagnose your 


problem 
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A Swiawere 
IM diaousBuiir^ 
weekt tho best way 
A Aifor a noao to judge 
1 M9W flat tae as, is to use a 
sbnple belt and tape AU 
you have to do is wear a 
iMdt ssyou would do 
Witb your trousers and 
taks in the notches till it 
fHs snug^not tight 
What basioally has to 
ujnderstQod is that 
weight is not what you 
laaveto watch It’s the 
waist that you have to 
Jraep m trim if you're 
oonoemed about your 
overall physical state 
The table that we are 
pubUshing here is a fair 
method of judging how 
you’re doing The table 
compares weight to 
waistlme girth All you 
have to do to find out if 
yOur waist is fine is 
draw a lino between 
your weight and your 
waist measurement If 
the kne slopes down 
you’re m trouble If the 
line IS level or slopes up, 
your waist is all right 
Basically, men have a 
fairly umform body 
construction and the fat 
IS distributed fairly 
uniformly throughout 
their bodies Therefore, 
It has been seen that 
when two men whose 
normal weight should be 
the same suddenly begin 
to weight, one 
because he’s adding fat 
to tus body and the other 
because he's gaining in 
muscle ma«(, the former 
Win gain m the waist 
while the latter will not 
While the first guy is 
weighing more because 
he’s adding fat, the 
Other guy is getting 
more muscular Fat will 
«settle around the waist, 
evantusUy end i^x 
adding a couple of 
laehee to tus girth while 
muitole wiU fill up the 
tdunijdsrs sod chest to 
vs the second guy an 


Getting the 
measure on your 
waistline 



overall better look 

It’s an entirely 
different matter for 
women With their 
contours varying 
widely, there is no 
regularity of fat 
distribution While the 
men tend to add fat 
around the waist, 
women are mure prone 
to add fat on their 
thighs, buttocks, 
breasts and arms It has 
also been noticed that 
women have the ability 
to become fat in their 
lower bodies and yet 
stay fairly shm m the 
upper hall 

The best way to 
measure female fat is the 
inch of pinch test Yet 
another innovation of 
the respiected physical 
education researcher 
Laurence Moorehouse it 
measures one inch of 
pmch to about forty 
pounds of fat ui most 
adults No Uiat doesn’t 
mean that you re forty 
pounds overweight, it 
simply means that forty 
pounds of your total 
weight 18 made up of fat 

After that inch, every 
extra quarter mch that 
you can pinch means ten 
pounds of extra fat 
Ladies, start pinching 
youi flesh at the side of 
your tummy, thigh, 
buttocks and the back of 
the arm If, at any of 
these points, you can 
pinch more than one 
inch, you’ve got work to 
do 

Now that we’ve found 
out how fkt we are, let’s 
start doing something 
about it But tarry a 
while Befcnti you fmd 
that old skipping rope 
and start giving the 
neighbours a pounding 
headache find out what 
you can do to i educe fat 
as well as make sure 
your neighbours don t 
throw you out of the 
building 











T here had been a lot of talk on 
promoting squash in Calcutta 
but that was about all No one was 
doing anything about it Former 
inter national Lalit Varma the 
livewire of Calcutta squash^looked 
a disappointed and frustrated 
man He had mentioned that the 
young boys and girls in Calcutta 
wei e not ser lous enough and 
pl^yect squash only to while away 
then spare time Their 
per for mance at the Eastern India 
Squash Championships earlier 
this year was pi oof enough They 
were swept off their feet They had 
the wrong appioach and Varma 


Lalit Verma ooaohes the trainee* at the camp 


was determined to change this 
easygoing attitude 

And he has—with help from a 
lew others The West Bengal 
Squash and Racket Association 
stepped foi war d and held a 
coaching camp at the Calcutta 
Racket Club from August 1 to 10 
Lalit Varma N N Atal and Yatish 
Prasad the moving force behind 
the camp were pleased that their 
idea had taken shape 

The oi gaiusers were sui prised 
with the over whelming i esponse 
They had expected a small group 
but thei e wei c as many as thirty 
five ti ainccs including six girls 
Vei y gcxid for the first time 

They wore divided into four 
groups b«*ginneis those who 
have* played lor a year those who 
have playeel tor mot e t han a year 
and the advanced group The only 
lestnction was the age Only boys 
and girls within the age limit of 
nine to nineteen were allowed to 
entei 

The niembei s of the Calcutta 
Racket C’lub also helped out with 
the i oac lung One of the boys 
from the btgmncr s group said 
It s gieat fun but the physical 
ti aining pai t of it was vei y 
tough Even Yalish Prasad the 
CO ordinatoi of tlie camp 
admitted “I thought being one of 
the oi ganiseis I should set a gexxi 
example for the trainees but the 
pace set by the physical instructor 
was too much for me' It was 
slightly chaotic with so many kids 
running around Prasad had a 



The Mayor of Calcutta, Kamal Basu tries out hia hammer power on 
Lalit Shah (black belt first don) during the inauguration of the 
Calcutta Karate Club 









tough time keeping track of who 
should be playing squash and who 
should be attending the physical 
Gaining classes. 

But LiSlit Varma had 
emphasised that ten days were not 
oiough to make a good squash 
player, but one could hope that 
atleast they would get more 
interested in the game. 

The coaching camp has been 
successful in more ways than one. 
Aparesh Roy, the physiotherapist 
of the Indian Davis Cup team, was 
there to advise each trainee on 
how to increase his stamina and 
maintain his physical fitness. 

Well the first step has been 
taken. The rest must follow. 

AvALm 

Clidtet For A Cause 

W HO said cricketers have only 
two things on their 
mind—cricket and money? True, 
there are some who do. but to 
generalise would be unfair. And 
indeed untrue 

Ask the Madras Hound Table 1. 
the organisers of the chanty 
cricket match between a Sunil 
Qavaskar XI and a Javed Mtandad 
XI, they’ll tell you The game is 
scheduled to be played at the M. A. 
Chidambaram Stadium on August 
30 for the MRF Champions Cup 
Raj)i V Rai. the chairman of 
Madras Round Table i, feels that 
‘the Table would probably end up 
raising funds to the tune of about 
18 lakhs of rupees. The sponsor.? 
were coughing up 10 lakhs, while 
the gate receipts are expected to be 
in the region of 20 lakhs The total 
expenses for the effort would add 
up to about 12 lakhs. 

What do the organisers intend 
to do with the money? Well, the 
Round Table movement has gone 
from strength to strength over the 
last 30 years. Community service 
has been their goal, fellowship 
their means. Success they have 
had. But they continue to strive 
for ‘A better way of life’. And it is 
only thanks to fund-raising 
efforts of this nature that they can 
continue to serve the community. 

The profits of the match will be 
channelled into the various 
projects of the Table. And for this 
the organieers are truly grateful 
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to Sunil Gavaskar, the man who 
helped in getting written 
commitments from the Pakistani 
and Indian cricketers. 

The only person who will be 
missed will be Imran Khan who 
will not be able to make it. But 
even without the Pakistani 
skipper the match has the 


makings of a thriller, if only 
because it is a game between India 
and Pakistan. WhoknowE,it could 
well be a dress rehearsal of a game 
they may be playing on 8 

November. And specially because 
the Reliance Cup will only be a 
month away. 

Barry OVrIan 







For Venkat’s 
Benefit 

F ormer Indian 
cricket captain S 
Venkataraffhavan is 
justifiably a happy 
and proud man these 
days, what with the 
latest honour bes¬ 
towed upon him by 
the MCC in confer¬ 
ring' on him ‘Honor¬ 
ary Life membership'. 

It is an honour 
which only a few Indi¬ 
an cricketers have 
achieved Venkat has 
been a popular cricke¬ 
ter in England Be¬ 
sides making many 
tours of that country 
with Indian teams (in¬ 
cluding being captain 
of the 1979 side), 
Venkat also led both 
the 1975 and 1979 
World Cup squads 
He also played three 
seasons for Der¬ 
byshire 

Right now, besides 
being a happy and 
proud man. Venkat 
42, is also a very busy 
man As seci'etary of 
the Tamil Nadu 
Cricket Association, 
he is supervising 
arrangements for the 
two Reliance Cup 
matches that Madras 
will stage in October. 



But right now tak¬ 
ing the place of pride 
in his tight schedule 
is the hectic prepara¬ 
tions for his benefit 
match to be played at 
the MAC staidium on 
September 27. It will 
be a limited overs 
match between India 
and West Indies and 
according to Venkat. 
the full Reliance Cup 
squads of both coun¬ 
tries will figure in the 
game 

A former Indian 
cricketer who can 
still pull in the 
crowds like G R. 
Vishwanath and B P 
Patel may bo in¬ 
cluded, but Venkat 
emphasizes that the 
match will be played 
in true “competitive 
spirit” and will not be 
a “festival match" 


Could it be the 
end? 

M any summers 
have passed since 
a scrawny young Bri¬ 
ton scorched the 
track with his middle 
distance running- 
...the master of the 
tactical race, the un- 
catchable last 200m 
burst...and Olympic 
medals and world re¬ 
cords. 


But now the runner 
is 30 and injury takes 
more time to heal. 
The World Cham¬ 
pionships beckoned, 
but a growth on the 
right heel (obvioulsy 
affecting the leg mus¬ 
cles) forced him to opt 
out. 

Perhaps it was for¬ 
tunate: not having 
raced the whole sea¬ 
son and thrown 


The Ag^ony Of 
Defeat 

T he shock of April 
has magnified. 
Marvin Hagler is no 
longer 'Marvelous'. 
The quiet fighter un¬ 
able to come to terms 
with Leonard’s vic¬ 
tory, has withdrawn 
into himself even 


are baseless. But he 
admitted to drinking 
a little. 

Manager Pat Pet- 
ronelli adds ruefully 
that Hagler repeated¬ 
ly talks about having 
been cheated out of 
the title. With 
Leonard refusing a 
rematch, Hagler will 
take this loss ‘to his 
grave’. 



Marital problems 
began immediately 
Separated from his 
wife, because she 
said, 'he threw me out 
of the house’, resulted 
in the court limiting 
his visits to see his 
children. 

Unavailable to his 
friends, it took an 
appearance on televi¬ 
sion to convince them 
that the rumours of 
drugs and alcoholism 


Petronelli’s advice 
to him- “It’s history 
now., you’ve got to 
get on with your life” 
is sensible, matter of 
fact stuff 

But in a of world out¬ 
size egos and millions 
of dollars, sport has 
undergone an unfor¬ 
tunate change win¬ 
ning and losing is the 
only thing Hagler 
and boxing are no ex¬ 
ception. 


among the likes of 
Said Aouita, defeat 
perhaps would have 
been imminent. He 
still opts for the 800m 
though, which stres¬ 
ses that he has the 
strength. But at 30 it 
will be ebbing too. 
The time has come for 
the much talked ab¬ 
out switch to the 
3000m and 5000m 
(but again there is 
Aouita). 


If injury persists 
and keeps him out of 
the Seoul Olympics 
next year we are 
tempted to mention 
retirement. But only 
this season, former 
5000m world cham¬ 
pion, David Moor- 
croft. after 5 years in 
the wilderness of fiain 
came back to run with 
demonic purpose. Coe 
may draw strength 
from that. 










Tii^ana ends 


O NE always won¬ 
dered on initially 
seeing Jean Tigana, 
how such a slim, 
slight, wisp of a man 
oould survive m the 
increasingly aggres¬ 
sive and physical 
atmosphere of world 
football But once he 



began moving, you 
iinderstood 

He patrolled the 
French midfield 
almost like a startled 
deer Very quick in 
lus movement, alert¬ 
leaving three de¬ 
fenders in his wake to 
set up Rochteau for a 
goal became a com¬ 
mon phenomena in 
French football 

Platini may have 
been the main 
architect m the now 
historical French 
midfield trio, but 
Tigana with Alain 
Oiresse were in¬ 
dispensable assis¬ 
tants 

But by then he was 
plagrued by the vagar¬ 
ies of age and injury, 
and the retirement of 
Platini and Oiresse 
perhaps the decisive 
factor And now with 
his exit from the 
game how oould 
French football ever 
be the same 


Boris 

learning to 
lose 

B oris becker for 

the past month has 
been carrying a piece 
of paper m his pocket, 
with two words writ- 
ten on it Peter 
Doohan A reminder 
of the unthinkable 
that must never hap¬ 
pen again It was a 
double humiliation 
losing at Wimbledon 
(2nd round) and to a 
virtual unknown 
Last fortnight two 
more words were 
aulded to that piece of 
paper Brad Gilbert 
The American who 
knocked him out of 
the Washington Ten¬ 
nis Classic 



Becker losing is not 
inconceivable to a 
Lendl, Mecir Edberg, 
Cash But guvs like 
Doohan and Gilbert 
are supposedly easy 
meat The i easons 
floating round the 
circuit are twofold (a) 


Gunther Bosch’s res¬ 
ignation from Beck- 
ei *8 camp has a much 
greater effect than be¬ 
lieved Not only was 
he Beckers physical 
instructor but also 
lus mentor in many 
ways So the young 
champion may not be 
as re^y as he looks 
(b) His one potent 
weapon has always 
been his serve but 
people aze beginning 
to read it bettor and 
return with more con- 
fidence How else 
rould Gilbert win the 
last set 6-0' 

But two losses are 
certainly not fatal or 
even worth getting 
excited about But 
they are lessons 
worth remembermg 


He Finally Did 
It 

S OME months ago he 
was the dark horse at 
the New Delhi World 
championships The 
third seed, but very 
much the man in form 
He was the danger-man 
who was going to give 
world champion Jiang 
Jialiang the fnght of his 
life At the World Cup 
table tennis cham¬ 
pionships at Macao last 
fortnight Teng beat 
them all to win the first 
major tournament of lus 
career In the final the 
victim was Jiang hun- 
self 

Teng has the speed, 
the agihty and a huge 
forehand to get to the 
top and stay there The 
only thing suspect is his 
temperament But then 
he’s got age on his side 
and a big wm belund 
him 
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Stephan Roohe of 
Ireland ratses hia arms 
(top) In victory as he 
oroesee the flniah Une of 
the 26ih and hurt stage 
of the Tour De France, 
first to win the 74th 
edition of this famous 
cycling race at the 
Chajoips Blysees.... and 
then celelvates with a 
glass of champagne and 
a Bluebell girl at the . 
Lido cabaret ( right) 


(Bottom) 
Australia’s new 
Wimbledon champion 
Pat Cash zealously 
guards the Davis Cup 
they won last year as he 
bMts Mexico’s Jorge 
Lozano in the first of the 
i*3verae singles of their 
Davis Cup quarter final 
tie at Brisbane 





Bottom: Jose Pena of 
Peru (left) is royally 
pursued by Prince 
Charles during the 
Silver Jubilee Cup polo 
match between the 
Prince of Wales* team 
and Peru at the Guards 
Polo Club at Windsor. 
IMnoe Charles’ team 
won 7-5 



All photographs by 
Associated Press 
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OQJuly Geet Sethi 
M vkeeps on course for 
his second amateur 
billiards world title as he 
wins his last group 
match in fine style and 
becomes the first player 
to enter the semi final at 
the World 
Championships at 
Belfast. 

Qfl'IViV A change in the 
OUrules has Subhash 
Agrawal kicking his 
heels in frustration as 
he is drawn to play top 
seeded Geet Sethi in the 
semi final of the World 
Amateur Billiards 
Championships while 
Joe Grech of Malta takes 
on B. Edwards in the 
other semi final. 

Manzoor Elahi, 
Pakistan's hard-hitting 
batsman, joins the 
exalted ranks of Sir 
Gary Sobers and Ravi 
Shastri as he cracks Six 
sixes in as many balls in 
the Imran Khan benefit 
match at Birmingham. 
The unlucky bowler is 
Kirti Azad. 

0*11111111 Joe Grech. The 
OlMaltese Falcon, 
soars into the World 
Amateur Billiards final 
as he outplays Bill 
Edwards 2,971 points to 


1,748 with a highest 
break of 480. 

Hana Mandlikova 
announces that this 
Federation Cup will be 
her last for 
Czechoslovakia as she 
plans to immigrate to 
Australia and settle 
down there with her 
husband Jan Sedlak. 

I AyflttSl Geet Sethi moves 
smoothly past 
Subhash Agrawal to 
enter the final of the 
World Amateur Billiards 
Championships where 
he continues in the same 
vein to lead Joe Grech by 
936 points at the end of 
the first day's play Sethi 
also has the distinction 
of scoring the highest 
world championship 
break of 760 in this 
session. 

Janet Evans, the latest 
phenomenon in women’s 
swimming, breaks the 
second world record in 
the space of four days as 

Stefan Johansson 
crosses the finish line at 
the German Grand Prix 
with a totcdly peeled ofi 
tyre to take second place 
behind Nelson Piquet. 

(Inset) From left: 
Johansson. Piquet and 
Senna enjoy their 
moment of glory 


she cleaves through the 
water to clock 16:00.73 
minutes in the l.SOOm. 
The previous x’ecord 
stood at 16:04.49. 

2 Augiut Geet Sethi 
retains his world 
amateur billiairds title 
as he cements his 936 
point first-session lead 
to beat Joe Grech in the 
final. The final score: 
2,474—1,538. 

India's cup of joy 
overflows as 
Vishwanath Anand out 
thinks the rest of the 
junior chess stars to 
become the first Asian to 
win the World Junior 
Chess Championship at 
Baguio 

Mike Tyson is the 
undisputed 

heavyweight champion 
of the world as he 
outpoints Tony Tucker 
in a title unification bout 
at Las Vegas. At the end 
of 12 hard hitting 
rounds, Tyson is the 
unanimous winner to 


take his career record to 
31-0. 

Canada’s Ben Johnson 
blurs to the tape in the 
100 metres at the 
Canadian national 
athletics meet to time 
the fifth fastest time 
ever with 9.95 seconds. 

3 Avonsl Steffi Graf is 
the West German 
heroine as she 
singlehandedly takes 
her country to their 
maiden Federation Cup 
win. After winning her 
singles against Chris 
Evert, Graf teams up 
with Claudia 
Kohde-Kilsch to beat the 
American pair of Evert 
and Pam Shriver to 
clinch the tie 

4 All|USlThe 1988 
Dlympic Games, 
scheduled to be held in 
Seoul, is hit by the first 
boycott already as Syria 
announce that they will 
be staying away in 
support the North 
Korean cause. 
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Wooing 

Women 

Seoul’s latest ploy 

W ITH the Seoul 
Olympics 

Orgranising Committee 
really getting into full 
stride with their 
preparations for the 
1888 Games, there is a 
surprise in store for all 
the countries that are 
part of the Olympic 
family. And a pleasant 
one at that. 

Nine beautiful and 
Intelligent South 
Korean girls— all 
selected fi'om a popular 
contest sponsored 
jointly by the private 
Pan-National Olympic 
Support Council and 
KBS—have started on a 
tour of Olympic Family 
countries in an effort to 
promote the Seoul 
Olympics and foster a 
belter understanding of 
Korean culture. 
Well-versed in English, 
Spanish and French, 
these beautiful girls 
represent the best of 
j intelligent Korean 
I womanhood and travel 
! under the banner The 
1 Seoul Olympic 
! Friendship Envoy 
; Group’. 

i Here's hopi n g we get a 

j glimpse of them when 
I they reach India' 

I Trevino’s 
Touch 

; Now you know 
better 

H ERE’S a bit of news 
for all of you who 
believe that the pros 
know what's best With 
most of the big names in 
, world sport having their 
)wn peculiarities when 
It comes to the game, it 
IS not surprising that 
the rest of us mortals 
feel that they know best. 






C'c/' 
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After all, they're the 
ones that win 

But once you’ve read 
this, you're going to feel 
a. little diffei-ent 
Here'.si ee Trevino’s 
account on how he plays 
with such an unusual 
putter, ‘He gave his 
mother-in-law an old 
puttei' after shortening 
the shaft but she didn’t 
like It Trevino then took 
it back from her. fixed a 
nine-iron shaft on it. 
and tried it out It fit his 
game like a glove!’ 

That’s the inside dope 
on Lee Trevino's 
unusual putte,’ Next 
time you see one of your 
heroes doing something 
unusual, think twice 
before you start aping 
him 


Mays May 
Make It 

Who’ll set the 
pace? 

J AMES MAYS is one 
unusual athlete He 
runs to let other people 
do better Never to win. 
He’s a pacemaker. 

Training just as hard 
as any other world 
champion, this unusual 
breed of athlete is 
devoted to setting the 
pace for others to set 
world records And it's 
quite paying too. Setting 
the pace for a recent 
Aouita race. Mays got 
Cl ,250 for 1 54 minutes' 
work. Unfortunately it 
wasn’t a record timing 
But on a well-run race 
that ends with a world 
record, the pacemaker 
can get anything up to 
CIO.OOO 

Those athletes have 
accepted that they are 
not running to wm 
Their job is to set the 
pace foi' a record—and 
burn themselves out in 
the pnxiess But there is 







the rare case where the 
pacemaker goes on to 
win. Mays’ 

fellow-American Tom 
Byers once made the 
pace in a major Oslo mile 
run and when he found 
no one responding, went 
on to win. Events like 
this have encouraged 
Mays to make a serious 
bid for the 800m slot in 
the US team to the 1988 
Seoul Olympics. 

Looks like even losing is 
part of the game! 

Arrest 

And be published 

H ere is a tip for all 
aspiring athletes. If 
you want to be 
successful, train hard. If 
you want to be really 
successful, augment 
your athletics career 
with an arrest 
(preferably by the FBI) 
on 110 charges 
including 
master-minding an 
international drugs 
ring—and the 
publishing industry will 
make you a hero . and 
rich 

Take the case of David 
Jenkins An aspiring 
400in runner, Jenkins 
set the trend when he 
lived up to the 
impressive record 
mentioned above and 
ended up in the San 
Diego jail Contracting 
Annelise Hammer to 
write his inside story on 
drug abuse, the book is 
being published by 
Kmgswood Press. But 
the better news is that 
the English tabloids 
have started queing up 
to carry the story. And if 
things do eventually 
work out the way 
Jenkins and Hammer 
plan it, they're going to 
be two very rich people. 

Looks like there's 
more to sport than what 
meets the eye! 
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ACROSS 

1 Rowing term for the oar just 
skimming the surface of the water to 
make any impact (5,1,4) 

3. What the bat is like for the current 
England opener (5) 

4. The first man to win Wimbledon after 
it went ‘Open’ in 1968 (5) 

6 Equipment on which the golf ball is 
placed before the strike (3) 

8. Kenyan middle distance runner ends 
in the negative (5) 

9. Russian sisters; one won the 
Olympic discus and shot put in the 
Sixties, and the other broke the 
pantathion record eight times (5) 

10. This' Cooper, returning, won 
Wimbledon in the late Sixties (3) 

13. To ‘undress' for a racing track 
colloquially (5) 

14 South African captain who 
appealed against the light when 
McCabe was going great guns in 
Johannesburg, 1935-36, returns 

(4.1) 

15. see 1 across. 

DOWN 

1. Impervious substance who won the 
light heavyweight boxing title at 
Rome in 1960 (4) 

2 ‘To amass’ for a Wimbledon’s 
man's champion of the fifties (4) 

3. Tennis player whose love affair 
with Cliff Richard did the tabloid 
headlines (6,1) 

5. Twin brothers, one of whom is 
regarded as the 'Father of Lawn 
Tennis', ends in an exclamation of 
disappointment (7) 

6. Heavy weight for a cricket score (3) 

7 Wicket keeper Knott's initials climb 

( 1 . 1 . 1 ) 

11. B|orn Borg wore shorts of this brand 
of sports wear (4) 

12. The first man to swim across the 
English Channel (4) 


Excellent: 17*15, Good: 14*13, Fair: 

12 . 
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QUESTIONS 

1. The RSL are famous 
manufacturers of badminton 
shuttles. What does the 
abbreviation stand for? 

2. In which year was the 
International Badminton 
Federation formed? 

3. In which year were synthetic 
badminton shuttles introduced for 
the first time? 

4. When, for the last time, did an 
English name appear as a winner 
in the men's singles or doubles in 
the All-England Badminton 
Championships? 

5. When, for the first time did English 
players fail to win a title in the 
All-England Championships? 

6. Which badminton player was 
known as the "Texan Bronze"? 

7. Where is the Senayan Stadium'^ 

8. Where can one find the Negara 
Stadium? 

9. And where is the Happy World 
Stadium? 

10. Who were "the Rasmussen 
sisters”? 

ANSWERS 

1. Reinforced Shuttlecocks Limited. 

2. 1934. 

3. 1950 

4. 1938, 

5. 1947. 

6. Margaret Varner (U S.A). 

7. Jakarta. 

8. Kuala Lumpur. 

9. Singapore. 

10. Karin Jorgensen and Ulla Strand 
(formerly Rasmussen). 



QUESTIONS 

1. A great hurdler is known as 
“Skests”.Whoishe? 

2. An Olympic 5,000 m gold 
medallist was nicknamed “Kid 
from the Kasbah”. Guess who? 

3. A famous mile runner was often 
called "The Kansas Express” 

Who is he? 

4. Who described the decathlon as 
“nine Mickey Mouse events and 
the 1500 m"? 

5. What is "the beast’s lair"? 

6. Which famous golfer is known as 
“the Golden Bear"? 

7. Who was called the “Bangalore 
Torpedo"? 

8. Who has come to be known as the 
“Monte Meister" and why? 

9. What is “Birkin's Bend"? 

10 What IS "The Run for the Roses"? 

ANSWERS 

1. Renaldo Nehemiah 

2. Said Aouita 

3 Jim Ryun 

4 Steve Ovett 

5. The sector (in front of the 
net-encios^ circle) within which 
the discuss must land for a throw 
to be valid 

6. Jack Nicklaus 

7. Prakash Padukone 

8. Walter Rohri. He won the farpous 
Monte Carlo Rally in 1980,1982, 
1983 and 1964. 

9. A bend in the Isle of Man TT 
course. It is named after Archie 
Birkin who collided with a van 
during practice for the race in 
1927. 

10. The Kentucky Derby. (So called 
because the winning 
three-year-old is draped with a 
blanket of roses). 


Raiyil Chose 




The narrative in darker 
typeface is attributed to Mike 
Brearley; that in normal 
typeface to John Arlott. 


You're a gpwat ooUeotor. 
of people aa arell aa 
thlnga. 

I collected people, 
friends, all my life. 
Books, furniture, junk, 
pottery. For years while 
I did Any Questions? 
Svery Friday I used to go 
to the town we were 
broadcasting from, go 
round to the junk<shop 
and buy a named 
Staffordshire figure, for 
which I never paid more 
than a pound, and some 
of them are sixty, 
seventy, eighty pounds 
now I have still got a 
fair collection. 
Sunderland pottery. 


ARLOTT 


BREARLEY 


engravings, 
water-colours, 
drawings, wine I 
collected wine for years. 

Of all your collections, if 
an exceptional penury 
came upon you, what 
would be the last thing 
you would sell? 


terrifically strong 
on-driver, and bruised 
my hands almost black. 

I was fielding mid-on 
and third man, which is 
about all 1 was fit for. | 
Pataudi made, as far as 1 ! 
can recall, 180, and at i 
third man, if I was fine i 


over the ball, bending | 

and picking it up I 

between his legs as he 
went and throwing it in. 
So I did this I got down 
to it all right and I got it 
in my hands But I was 
going very, very fast, 
and there was all that 


saw the crowd in front I 
of the Worcester 
pavilion opening like the | 
Red Sea before the ! 

children of Israel. I was j 
about to throw it m 1 
through the pavilion | 
window! When I turned j 
round to throw it the ! 


I think just a few of the 
pictures because I can 
enjoy them all the time 
Every day when I walk 
into a room, I don’t 
forget they are there, I 
look at them. All those 
cricketers are so 
nostalgic to me. They 
bring back so many 
memories you see. They 
go from Constantine and 
Hobbs in the middle 
1920s, right through to 
Botham today. 

Constantine of course 
almost ruined me. I wcua 
fielding twelfth man for 
Hampshire at Worcester 
md they made a vast 
1 umber of runs. Almost 
verybody in sight got a 
hundred, including a 
man named C.D. A. 
Pullan, who was a 


he played it square, if I ! water weed from the 
was square he played it ! flooding in front of the 
fine and he had me | Worcester pavilion. I felt | 

running backwards and i my feet start to go i 

forwards like a dog on a j Now my second ; 

string. I appalling delusion was i 

Eventually he played i that I could turn a 
one hard to the piavilion j complete somersault, 
gate, and I had a long i land on my shoulder 

way to go. I knew I was ! blades and get up the ! 
never going to get round i other side, gangly and 
this ball. I don’t know j clumsy as I was. I did 
why it occurred to me, ; even succeed in that, but 
the least athletic of men, I shut my eyes with fear, 

but I remembered Learie drew my arm back and, 

Constantine running ! as I opened my eyes, I j 

_____ __ I 

I shut my eyes with fear, drew my 
arm bacK and, as I open^ my eyes, I 
saw the crowd in front of the 
Worcester pavilion opening like the 
Red Sea before the children of Israel j 
: I was about to throw it in through i 
the pavilion window! ! 


right way. Neil 
McCorkell the 
wicket-keeper was on 
his back with mirth, 
along with two other 
people, and they ran 
three from what should 
have been one to third 
man. At least 1 saved 
one. It wasn’t a four. 

That is how 
Constantine nearly 
ruined me. 

It's amazing how if you 
play the game you can 
get the delusion for a 
moment that you are a 
great mover or a great 
player. I do that myself. 

My large feet, and Lofty 
Herman’s 

size-and-a-half too big 
crepes were my 
downfall, or overfall. 


I 

1 

\ 


I 

I 

i 

I 

{ 

» 

1 

I 


ie book Is distributed in india by Marine Sports, 63A Gokhale Road (North), Dadar. Bombay 400 028. 
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Anyway, we were 
talking^ about collecting. 
Pictures, yes, pictures. 
They are such a motley 
lot. Osbert Lancaster. 
Flaxman, Ray Evans, 
Lowry, Beerbohm, 
unknown Japanese. 
Rowlandson; oh yes, 
Nicholas Bentley 
caricatures, several 
Osbert Lancasters, 
whom I enjoy 
immensely, John Piper. 

Nearly ell are of the 
human form in some 
way or another, 
sometimes distorted or 
oarioatured. 

Yes, the Beerbohms are 
superb, the cartoon of 
Thomas Hardy which 
everyone insists on 
regarding as Clem 
Attlee. 

And Michael Ayrton’s 
drawing of Dylan 
Thomas on the famous 
day when we went down 
the Thames together on 
the Golden EagJe, to 
write a piece called 'Day 
Out’, 1 think it was, for 
the Forces Programme. 

That is the picture you 
have. 

Yes. Some years later I 
went to the first day of a 
Michael Ayrton 
exhibition, saw the 
drawing and said 1 
would have it. When he 
told me 1 didn’t know 
how much it was, I still 
said I would have it. 
Then he told me that if I 
had asked how much it 
was he would have put 
the price up Because I 
hadn’t, he let me have it 
at cost. I am still 
delighted to have it 

Dylan was such a 
relishable, amusing 
man. He was glorious 
company, the poetic 
all-time extrovert He 
was to alcohol what 
Houdini was to holding 



hands! I used to try to 
find out about it, 
because although 1 liked 
drink, I liked it within 
the bounds of reason. I 
said to him once. ‘Tell 
me Dylan, why do you 
drink as much as you 
do?’ He said. ‘Do I drink 
as much as you do"^’ 1 
said, ‘Come on, you 
know you do,' ‘Alright,’ 
he said. Til tell you 
then. I drink and I feel 
good. 1 go on drinking 
to stay feeling good and 
then I’m drunk.’ 

I asked him another 
time and he said, 
‘Because every time I get 
drunk it’s different.’ 

And that, I think, was 
the ultimate answer. He 
did have a compulsion 
not Just to drink but to 
get drunk. But, after 
that, all the other.. .odd 
things they say about 
him in my experience 
were not true. I found 
him an absolutely 
lovable man And as a 
reader of poetry he was 
without compare, 
although it had to be a 
great poem. I always 


remember we did a 
programme on Coventry 
Patmore, and we got 
him to read for it. Dylan 
said, T don’t like this 
poem, it’s not a nice 
poem ’ It is a cruel about 
women, he said, not a 
good poem. He said, ‘I 
want the money but I 
can’t read this poem.’ 

No, the modern 
people, poets above all, 
that 1 respect are Dylan, 
John Betjeman, Thomas 
Hardy and Andrew 
Young, and I suppose 
one of the poems that 
made the biggest 
impression on me in my 
life was by Andrew 
Young. I am not a good 
man for remembering 
poems, I don’t learn 
them by rote but I 
remember it holding me, 
Edmost putting me in a 
block of ice. It is called 

PASSING THE 
GRAVEYARD 
I see you did not try to 
save 

The bouquet of white 
flowers I gave; 

So fast they wither on 


your grave. 

Why does it hurt the 
heart to think 
Of that most bitter 
abrupt brink. 

Where the 
low-shouldered 
coffins sink? 

These living bodies 
that we wear 
So change by every 
seventh year 
That in a new dress 
we appear; 

Liimbs. spongy brain 
and slogging heart, 

No part remainsthe 
selfsame part; 

Like streams they 
stay yet stiU dep^. 

You slipped slow 
bodies in the past; 

Why then should we 
be so aghast 
You flung off the 
whole flesh at last? 

Let him who loves you 
think Instead 
That like a woman 
who has wed 
You undressed first 
and went to bed. 

Andrew Young 

This poetry and poetry 
reading and writing, is 
that personal? Which 
category does that fall 
Into? 

Difficult, that is the near 
halfway one. But the 
essential, I think, the 
one thing that has 
dominated my life, has 
been personal 
relationships', people. 
This is why I supposel 
am such an appallingly 
sentimental.person. 1' 
almost come to the end 
of my tether looking at 
The Times obits, because 
so many people I know 
die. vVhen you reach this 
age, of course, you must 
expect that. 


54 



‘HDarduti WM literary and musical. He ootildn’t 
think, he couldn’t ooncieve, of cricket as being 
contained within one little ring. " 


The poetry and the 
novels and the books 
informed all the rest as 
you have said. I Just 
have in mind that quote 
from C.L.R. James that 
you, 1 think, taught me, 
‘What do they know of 
orioket who only cricket 
know?’ 

That's right, and 1 can 
remember observing at 
the time that in the 
mdex for that book of 
James’s, Beyond the 
Boundary, there were 
more index refeiences to 
T S Eliot than to Tony 
Lock 

And Cardus, too, 
perhaps not to the same 
extent. 

He was literal y and 
musical Ilecouldnt 
think hei'ouldnt 
conceive, ol oru'kel as 
I being contained within 
one little ling oi one 
I Uttle caw', or one li*tle 
box, or whatever 
I Cricket was part of all 
life to him and 
sometimes 1 think well 
' ) ust how right James is 

I 

‘What do thty know of 
cricket who only cric ket 
know‘^ If you tell me 
somcbixly is r i icket mod 
' and thinks of nothing 
else J dc'n i think he is 
getting the f un out of it 
he ought to and you 
don’t, do you‘^ 

' What, get the fun out of 
it?< No, seriously, I don’t 
I think only cricket 
matters, and I have 
I always needed to get 
away from it as well as 
be involved in it 

I have always wanted to 
ask you, do you think 
tliat those years you 
took away fiom cricket 
altogether might have 
been the crucial .years 
and might have made 


you a finer player*^ 

You mean if I had played 
cricket in those yeara? 

Yes 

1 am sure I would have 
been a better batsman. 

You orobably wouldn't 
have been a bettei 
captain would you*^ 

Maybe not, it's difficult 
to toll about that But I 
am sure I would have 
been a better batsman 
because I didn't play for 
England until I was 34 
and I really didn't start 
to have a technique that 
I could rely on until I 
was well over 30 If I had 
had that at 25, say, or 
I 26, it would have been 
' BIX more years to 
I improve in. 

' On the other hand. I 
I suppose you are the only 
England captain who 
I has qualified in both 
psycho-analysis and 
philosophy, w iich must 
have been a he p 


Well, it’s an interesting 
question, which helped 
most? Did the 
captaining of the orioket 
team help the other side 
or the other way round? 
They certainly both 
influenced each other, m 
ways that are hard to 
put your finger on, 

I especially the 
I philosophy 

I It must have been 
I difficult at times after a 
bad day when you had 
gone back and wondeied 
whether to blow youi 
brains out or to 
philosophise the won y 
away 

Well, rationalise it 
away ..yesi But why did 
you stop? How long did 
I you write poetry for^ 

1942, or until Jack 
Hobbs was 70 He would 
have been 100 last year 
and that was 1982, 
thirty off that 1952 
\ ntil 1952 and I tried to 
write a piece of verse for 
his seventieth birthday, 
and Alan Ross said 


when you have finished 
it, send it in and I’ll put 
it in this anthology of 
mine There was one 
verse m the nuddle I 
couldn’t get right and he 
rang me up lam sure he 
thought I was being 
awkward, but it took me 
three months to get that 
one verse right lhad 
finished it and sent it off 
to him and 1 looked at 
the copy of it and I | 

thought, that is not a 
very good poem and it 
took a long time, it 
stopped me often 
earning ray living in 
other ways, and it s the 
best I (an ovei do j 

And looking back on 
it. 1 didn’t write all that 
many, abou t for ty or ' 

filty poems at the most, 
and it was in fact the 
best I had ever done 1 j 
don't think 1 could have 
done bettei it said so 
muc h of what I wanted 
to say 

Would you read it for 
me’ 

Yes surely ^ 

lOIOHNBhKKY 
I HOBBS ON HJS 
I SFA'ENriKlH ' 

BIR1HI)\\ 

I 

16 Diienibir 1952 i 

There falls across this 
one December day 
The hg ht remembered 
I from those suns of 
June, 

I That you reflected in i 

I the summer play 
Of perfect strokes 
aci'oss the afternexjn 

No yeoman ever 
walked his household 
land I 

More sure of step or 
j more secure oi lease ' 

Than you, 
accustomed and 
unhurried, trod 
Your small yet 
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“No aerlously, I don’t think only oriokst matters 
and I have always needed to g^t away from it as 
well..” says Brearley 


mighty manor of the 
crease. 

The game the 
Wealden rustics 
handed down, 
Through growing 
skill became, in you, a 
part 

Of sense, and ripened 
to a style that showed 
Ilieir country sport 
matured to balanced 
art. 

There was a wisdom 
so informed your bat 
To understanding of 
the bowler’s trade 
That each resource of 
strength or skill he 
used 

Seemed but the 
context of the stroke 
you played. 

The Master: records 
prove the title good: 
Yet figures fail you, 
they cannot say 
How many men 
whose names you 
never knew 
Were proud to tell 
their sons they saw 
you play. 

They share the 
sunlight of your 
summer day 
Of thirty years; and 
they, with you, recall 
How. through those 
well-wrought 
centuries, your hand 
Reshaped the history 
of bat and ball. 

It was a little birthday 
present. He wrote and 
said, ‘How very nice. I 
know nothing about 
poetry, but because you 
wrote it it must be good. ’ 
That was the sort of 
splendid things he used 
to say. 

The essential thing 
about Jack was his 
humility. He was 
determined to be 
content. He was the 
ddest at eleven children 


of a rather poor man. 
And hiB great fun was to 
go to church. He used to 
go to church two, three 
times on Sunday, 
perhaps to an Evangelist 
church and to the 
Church of England He 
loved going to church 
services and I think he 
did absorb much of the 
gospel and try 
desperately hard to live 
up to it. Where you go 
from that, or if you 
could have gone from 
that into the present 
day, I am not sure. 

There was a certain 
saintliness about this 
man that perhaps 
wouldn’t sort well with 
the present day. 

On the other hand, 
you see, he wasn’t a 
milk-and-water type. He 


was an inveterate 
practical joker. You got 
up to leave him and he'd 
say, ‘Oh, Jack, would 
you like that, that, that?’ 
And he’d give you back 
two fountain-pens, a 
propelling pencil and 
your wallet, which he 
had picked out of your 
pocket without your 
knowing. And he used 
to do this thing at the 
Oval, where he’d 
synchronise a few 
players. Perhaps one of 
the men who was just 
due in would be writing 
a letter in the comer of 
the dressing-room. Then 
Jack would synchronise 
them and up would go 
the six of them and say 
‘That’s it, he’s out, pal. 
Oh dear, oh dear, oh 
dear.’ This chap would 


drop his pen, grab his 
bat and gloves and three 
times Jack got them 
halfway down the steps 
in the Oval Gentlemen 
vs. Pliqrers match, 
before the chap realised 
the batsman was still 
there. A good joker with 
a very positive sense of 
humour. But without 
malice. 

I did meat him onoe, 
aotoally. My first orioket 
bat was signed by Jack 
Hobbs. ISy father took 
me down tohisshqpand 
he signed it for me, and I 
remember ejcaotly what 
the bat looked like and 
what his signature 
looked like. I was 9 or 
10 . 

Yes. Now, do you know, 
even that autograph was 
a bit hard, because if you 
can remember the 
signature, it was a 
painful, cramped hand. 
He didn’t write easily 
and he used sometimes 
to say to me, ‘Jack, I 
have had a lot of letters 
on my birthday [or on a 
knighthood or 
something like that], 
could you frame a reply 
for me?’ And a couple of 
times I said, ‘Well, look, 
it’s so easy, I’ll get it 
duplicated for you and 
youjustsigrnit.’ 

‘No, no,’ he would say, 
‘if people write to me 
they expect me to write 
back to them. ’ And he 
said, *If you compose the 
letter and send it to me, 
it will be shorter than if I 
do it. ’ But for instance, I 
reckon he was still 
writing 

acknowledgement or 
thank-you letters six 
months afterwards, a 
ration of them every 
day, in this rather 
painful hand, and he 
never let anybody think 
they were a nuisance. 

He almost belonged to 
a different age. The 



aecx>nd tune that Arthur 
Mailey bowled hun with 
a slow full toss m a Test 
Match, they both threw 
back their heads and 
lau^rked I just don’t see 
it happening today, do 
you’ 

No, no, I don’t. 

And Wilfred Rhodes 
once said, 'How many 
hundreds did Jack 
make, 197’ Aye,’ he 
said, ‘he could have 
made it 297 if he 
wanted ’ He certainly 
did at times absolutely 
gfive It away 

He used to say ‘You 
see, if Sandy and I have 
gtjt about 70 or 80 by 
half-past twelve or a 
quartei -to one there are 
a lot of good batsman to 
come you know- Tom 
Barling Andy Ducat, 

Mr Fender, Mr 
Jardine- a lot of good i 
players S<i you pick on 
oneof your old pals tell 
him to pul a couple of 
men deep have a swing 
and get out for about 
70 

But ot course when 
you weren't doing so 
well, that was the time 
when you had to earn 
your money and put 
your head down and get j 
some runs He had a 
great, again almost | 

feudal, sense of this If ' 

you consider he had to | 

go through all the ' 

qualification period. 



“Jack Hobbs almost belonged to a different age 
The second time that Arthur Mailey bowled him 
with a slow full toss in a Test Match, they both 
threw back theur heads and laughed I just don't 
see It happening today, do you’” 


Hobbs simply not 
wanting captaincy 
They had to press him 
very hard when he took 
over from was it 
Arthur Car r when he 
was iniurod’ Until his 
dying day Jack referred 
to the amateurs as Mr 
even though he himself 
was Sir Jack 


have asked one or two 
pretty hard characters 
not other country 
cricketers but people 
who have had to do with 
him and they found the 
same idealistic streak 

One thing that was 
striking about him was 
this terrific 


died it was as if he said 
now it’s ail right, he just 
shd out of this life 

He just was the person 
whom I suppose I 
admired more than 
anybody else and I really 
beheve that li he had 
never played cricket 1 
would have admired him 
as much He was a very, 
very fine human being 
Of course a fine human 
being like that doesn't 
make a very gcxid book 1 

could only wi ite a book 
about a good man and 
books about good mer^ I 
don’t think people want 
to read nowadays 

Are you saying you were 
not happy with that 
book? 

Oh, 1 was completely 
happy with it It might 
have been fuller, it 
rmght have been bigger 
but it says wliat I want it 
to say, amd you can only 
go on continuing the 
parade of great innings 
that he played But 
sometimes I used to 
think that he was nearer 
perfection than anybody 
else that ever played 

He could joke, you see 
Arthur Mailey told this 
story about getting him 
on a dusty one once and 
bowling a big leg-break 
Jack went across the 
stumps and hit it 


come down from I said to him ‘If only 

Cambridge, live in you had had the 

London lodgings all the business earlier you 
wmter—and they used could have played as an 

from time to time to call amateur ‘ ‘Oh 1 wouldn t 

up the lodgings to see have wanted to 1 was 

that he was really very content to be a 

qualifying by residence professional, I didn’t 

It was a different world want to be an amateur 

inevery way, cricket Indeed sometimes Jack 

and everything else i seemed almost too good 

As we were saying to be true But you see 

just now, it did tend to this rang true right 
be a very feudal game I through his life lhave 

always remember Jack never found a flaw and I 


conscientiousness and agamst the spin 

steadiness and through square-leg, and 

gentleness Was he I said in that strange 
gentle’ croaky voice of his. Ah 

poor old Arthur, they 

He wat. incredi bly always put you on when 

gentle He really was the ball won't turn ’ This 

devoted, you know, to leg-break had done 
his children and above about a foot' And he 

all to his wife He nursed used tochip, you know. 
Ills wife as tenderly as a he used to chip over the 
woman for the last four fieldsman’s head He 
oi five years of her life I could do wonderful 

and boi e everything [ things with a cricket 

with patience When she I bat 


I 


I 
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VOU stood on thQ pave- 
Jlment, your nosS 
pressed ag-ainst the 
glass display window, 
gazing at the vast array 
of shoes inside. The 
choice was far too diffi' 
cult for you to make on 
your own, so your pa» 
rents gently led you in¬ 
side the shop, selected a 
pair of keds and made 
you try them for size. 
You walked around the 
carpeted shop floor, feel¬ 
ing slightly self con¬ 
scious yet suddenly im¬ 
portant. 

The shoes were put 
into a cardboard box 
wrapped swiftly and ex¬ 
pertly with twine that 
unravelled spectacularly 
from a ball that dwin¬ 
dled with each pair of 
shoes sold. Even as the 
bill was being rung up 
on an antiquated cash 
register, you ftdgeted 
before asking whether 
you could wear the new 
keds home and pack the 
old ones instead. You 
were only eight years 
old, but when you 
walked out m your new 
keds, you felt ten feet 
tall 

But of course that was 
many moons ago Hav¬ 
ing noticed that all my 
shirts were getting sus¬ 
piciously tight around 
the middle and that my 
favourite Wranglers 
were shrinking. I fi 
gured a psdr of track 
shoes would help solve 
the problem. 

I mean, if Woody Allen 
could go to a formal 
White House dinner in a 
pair of faded Pumas, 
surely there was no 
thing wrong with the 
Canvas Sole Culture. 
Hell, even 80-year-old 
George Burns wore 
sneakers when he play 
ed God in the movie "Oh 
God ’.. in fact, the guy 
even wore a tartan shut 
and puffed inoessgiitl: 



on a cigar as well, 

Tennis shoes first 
speared in the reign Of 
Henry the Eighth who 
unfortunately is best re¬ 
membered for other 
things. He was the first 
to order the royal cob¬ 
blers to produce a pair of 
soft shoes m which he 
could play the fascinat¬ 
ing new game of tennis. 
The cobblers, no doubt 
fearful for the'safety of 
their necks, completed 
their assignment in re- 
coM time and the new¬ 
fangled tennis shoes 
gained popularity first 
in the royal court and 
later throughout the 
British Isles as well. 

Not long after, burg¬ 
lars were quick to recog¬ 
nise that the new shq^ 
would muffle sound diur- 
Jng their nocturnal 
break-ins. The rise in 
number of sneak thieves 
gave rise to the word 
“sneakers” which soon 
became synonymous 
with the shoes them¬ 
selves However, Scot¬ 


land Yard’s best detec¬ 
tives—'none of Whom 
were Irish, obviously— 
took to wearing tennis 
shoes as well. Several 
arrests were made, 
although by then there 
was little to actual^ dis¬ 
tinguish detective from 
thief 

Since I do not have a 
court cobbler (and since 
Pradeep Paul’s proffered 
pair of tatty Reeboks 
were two sizes too small} 
I decided the only option 
was to invest in a pair of 
my own. This was not as 
simple or as straightfor¬ 
ward as it might sound, 
for only yokels and the 
uninitiated walk into a 
sports shop and ask for 
keds 

However, this writer 
happens to be both yokel 
and uninitiated 1 asked 
for keds The salesgirl 
Cracked up She doubled 
up, hysterical with 
mirth “No one makes 
keds anymore” she ex 
plained between gales of 
laughter Then, having 


Who wants to ruin a perfbotly good pair of white 
Nlkea by aoufllng them on harsh red olasr? 



regained her ioQitt|N» 
sure, flihe expUdn^ tM 
there were eepfire^t 
shoes for every e)pdri. 
The conoept o| ^ koft- 
Boled shoe fo^^ every' 
game, Khe sald gehtiy,' 
went out witfa^ NeviUe 
Chainberlain and hie 
umbrella. ! 

Now there wet one 
pair of shoes fqr te|iai* 
players, another Jog¬ 
gers, a third fqr Qrjoke- 
ters. a fourth, a fllih, a 
sixth. By this time my 
head was ^pinning from 
an overload of data. 
was too much ftMP-lCRe: 
things were mutdi 
pier when I wkk in 
school. Was spdrt be¬ 
coming more compli¬ 
cated or were my poWiro 
of comprehensioii Jiyet 
diminishing with 
So I took the simple way 
out I walked around the 
store a couple of times, 
picked up three pairs 
that I liked, chose the 
cheapest of the lot, paid 
and walked out Into thk 
sunlight, breathing an 
exaggerated sigh of re¬ 
lief 

Problem is, they loeSf. 
so good that I don't 
think HI ever use thezd 
for tennis. After all, Whh 
wants to rum a perfeqtiy 
good pair of white NU^ 
by scuffing them pn 
harsh red clay? Mean¬ 
while I'm getting my act 
together, lookis^ for 
tartan shirt and lear^^ 
ing how to smolCH 
cigars, just in case Hoife 
lywood deddes the tiiUf 
is ripe to produce a a^ 
quel to "Oh OocT. I fi¬ 
gure HI be<a dnch tq 
replace George Bunm^ 
I'm working on my 
slouch and my drawls 
but my ooUsagpea aay 
Ill have to learn how 
act and age about fivi 
years before Tm ready tc 
play the part c«»ivin< 
oingly. 


















WHY LET PULLED MUSCIES 
RUIN HIS WORKOUTS? 







DISCOVER THE POWER OF HEAUNG 
IN YOUR OWN HANDS 



The warm, gentle touch of subsides...and a couple of days 
your hands and the healing thereafter. Because pain is only 

power of lodex — that's what he the symptom, whe^eas the real 
needs. So keep lodex handy. problem is tissue injury. 

Because lodex is the balm with So, whenever any of your 

Iodine which heals the injured dear ones suffer from pulled 
tissues, and Methyl Salicylate muscles, sprains, stiff joints, or 
, which relieves the pain. bodyoches, massage a little 

lodex twice>a>doy is twice as lodex. Twice a day and they'll 

effective. thank you for putting them back 

Doctors recommend that you in action twice as fast, 
use lodex iwice-o-day till the pain 

lODBX- THE ONE BALM WI1HICAUNG POWER 


— AN ESKAYEF PRODUCT 
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Kwasaki'BajajKBIOO. 

The toughest, raciest, safest motorcycle of them all. 
Japaneselechnology effectively adapted for Indian roads. 

The KB 100 is brought to you Bajaj, India's premier ' 
two and three-wheeler company, and Kawasaki, the Japanese 
high technology giant. Kawasaki has nailed history to its door 
by making the fastest motorcycle in the world. 

The KB 100 comes with the celebrated advantage of 
BajaJ's countrywide network of sales, service and spare parts 
defers. At each centre, mechanics specially trained at the ^ 
factory ensure that your motorcycle is maintained in 
prime condition. 

Ride the Kawasaki-Bajaj KB 100 and you'll 
, appreciatewhyyoujustcan'tbeata Bajaj. 
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Value for money, 
for years 
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World Cup Culture 

As D-Day tfraws closer., me loiiroamenl's oon-cnckslsini 
mechanism accelerates, thoooh not always smoiMtify 
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The Glucon-D Superhero. 
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On a hot, tiring day,your child needs 
Glucon-D: the instant energy drink with 
glucose, vitamin D and calcium 
phosphates. 

Taken in juice, milk, tea, coffee or 
water, Glucon-D is a refreshing drink for 
the whole family. Available in 100, 200, 
500 gm packs. 


Glucon-D^ 

The energy drink of the Superhero 
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The Reliance World 
I^R/DdZCIriclceL 
%etoi.i?nanient is bill^ 
to be the biggest thing in 
Indian sport since a long 
time. With D-Day 
drawing close, the 
non-cricketing 
machinery of the 
tournament has begun 
operating though not 
always smoothly. 
Everyone is jumping on 
to the bandwaigon. 


Ml Pakistan had 
jU,the Fifth Test 
■Si against England 
all wrapped up after 
amassing a huge first 
innings total But 
England captain Mike 
Gatting saved the day 
and his side from what 
seemed like sure defeat 
But Imran Khan was 
successful in winning a 
series against the 
Englishmen in Blighty. 


He is 

m ■■seventeen-years- 
VM wMold and a world 
champion. The future 
seems very bright for 
India's young chess 
prodigy Vishwanath 
Anand. Partab 
Ramchand spoke to him 
on his return from his 
successful campaign in 
the World Junior Chess 
CSiampionship 





















MAILBAG 


Becker, The 
Prodigal sen 

H istory was created at 

Wimbledon this yeai when the 
defending champion as well as the 
favourite had to bow out ot the 
championships dui mg the early 
stages But it was not surpi ismg 
to see this happen because Boi is 
Beckei the prodigal son of tennis 
like all stars was overconfident 
and underestimated Peter 
Doohan And paid the price 
Boris is still young and only 
time will change his attitude and 
when he does there will be 
nothing that can stop him As the 
old champion was licking his 
wounds a new i hampiori emerged, 
Pat Cash 



SporismoHd 

Available By Post 

(INLAND) 

Rs iJO tor a vc.n I'i-f issues) 
Rs 420 lot 2 years 
(104 issues) 

An .iniiual s,iv ing ol Rs 40 on 
the iK'vssstanti price 
I’oslagefiee 
Addrew yoiirordei to: 

The Circulation 
Manager 

Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd 
6,- Prafulla Sarkar Street 
Calcutta 700001 

Please draw your demand 
draft cheque in favour of 
Ananda Barar Patrika Ltd Calcutta 


His mad climb into the stands 
after his win must have shocked a 
lot of folks, hut one cannot blame 
him He wanted to be with the 
people who had made it possible 
and I think it was a superb 
gesture on Cash’s part 
NAVINDUTT, 

Nasik 

In A Class Of His Own 

ONCE again Yang Yang of China 
has shown his class m the 
recently-concluded Malaysian 
Open Badminton Championship 
He has done it again by defeating 
Morten Frost in the final for the 
fourth time 
JOHNMAO. 

Shillong 

Eden Gardens Ignored 

THOUGH I enjoy Sunil Gavaskar’s 
television serial ‘Sunil Gavaskar 
Presents’I am disappointed He 
has not bothered to show a single 
Test match played at Eden 
Gardens in Calcutta Although the 
reason is quite understandable 
But one doesn t believe that he 
has forgotten Chandrasekhar’s 
supei b bowling performance 
agamst Tony Lewis’ M C C team 
in 1978-73 India won that match 
only because of Chandra Again 
during the 1974-75 senes against 
West Indies where Vishy hit a 


century at Eden Gardens But 
Sunil feels otherwise 
It IB quite obvious that he will 
defeiid himself But 1 think it is 
about time he changed his 
attitude He should forgive and 
forget 

GAVTAMBOSE 

Dibrugarh 

Halfway Mark 

YOUR ‘Imran Khan Spec idl' Vy as 
both a delight as well as a 
disappointment because most ol 
the articles wore a repeat but the 
coloured photographs were out of 
this world 



As for the personal views 
instead of having women 
celebrities commenting on him 
some common jxiople should have 
been included It would have made 
absorbing reading 

‘O Captain was a mast ei piec e in 
itself in the usual Mud,u Palhei ya 
style 

KlffmSITin WADIA 
Bombay 

Great Stuff 

1 HAVE been following Subhash 
Sarkar’s articles with keen 
mterest It is amazing to see the 
generous contributions made by 
West Germany to the third World 
Countries Having stayed in West 
Germany for over two years I 
hardly know amything about 
sports m that country 1 don’t 
know how long your 
correspondent was in Gei many 
but he has done some intei estmg 
research work Hats off to him 
SANJAY KAPOOR, 

Delhi 
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5ILLYPOINT 

(This article written by 
Imran Khan for our 
'Imran Khan Special' 
issue of July 29-August 
4, was left out by 
mistake Our apologies 
to Imran and our 
readers—Editor) 

TOUR of India IB 
always 

interesting You 
meet and get to 
know a lot of people in 
the parties in cities like 
Bombay 

I do not particularly 
remember at which 
party I first met Sabira 
Merchant Frankly 
speaking, the meeting 
puzzles me to this day 
The first thing that 
caught my eye was her 
costume That same 
morning I had watched 
a sci-fi film on the video 
and I said to myself 
"Even those aliens do 
not wear such outfits ’ It 
also brought vague 
memories of my 
childhood 1 had seen 
such outfits worn by the 
ayahs who used to work 
in Aitchison College and 
Cathedral School 
Lahore where 1 began 
my education Maybe 
such fashions were 
coming back Eton task 
me' 

I do not know who mtroducM me to Ms Merchant 
Her first words to me still nng in my ears ‘To 
which team do you belong*^’ TAo party was being 
hosted for the Pakistani cricket team and here was 
this woman asking me to which team I belonged' 

“To the Pakistani team,’ I rephed rather coldly 
“Perhaps you may know that Pakistan has a cricket 
team'*’ 

Even that did not ruffle her “Oh, I know all that," 
she said impatiently “But do you belong to Team A, 
Team B or learn C?” 

This again was puzzhng Had this woman graded 
the cricketers on their performances'^ I decided to be 
a httle more careful And since I had taken more 
than 250 wickets (then) and scored nearly 2,000 
runs. I thought I deserved to be mTean A’ 

Team A’ I told Ms Merchant She glared me and I 
slunk a bit Again reimnding me of a particularly 
unpleasant teacher I had at Cathedral School We all 
disliked her, made fun of her because she was so 
authoritarian all the time And this woman was a 
carbon copy—so Bohoolmarmiah, the same rollmg of 


By Trishanku 

eyes, lifting of eyebrows' 
“CHoiy. go and eit m 
your corner,” she 
snapped “And where is 
your partner*^” 

What could she mean 
by ‘partner Can she be 
referring to my former 
p^ner Sarfraz Nawaz, 
or the present ones 
which include Wasim 
Akram, Salim Jaffar and 
occasionally Mudassar 
Nazar‘> And why did she 
want them*’ 

‘Take your partner 
and go and sit there ’ 
she mdicated a corner “1 
hope you know the rules 
of the game ’ 

That was pretty i 

infuriating I had been ' 
playing cricket for mon* • 
than 25 years Test I 
cricket for 15 years and | 
here this woman was 
asking me if 1 knew the 
rules' 1 curtly nodded 
signalled to Wasi m I 

Akreurn (who was 
making eyes at a stai let) 
and moved towards a 
corner of the room By 
the time we reached 
there, Ms Merchant had 
already cornered two 
more pairs—Javed 
Miandad (looking pretty 
glum) and Mudassar 
Nazar, Abdul Qadir 
(puzzled) and Saleem 

Yousuf (restless as usual) 

“There you have the t^ms A B and C ’ mtoned Ms 
Merchant 

Javed, obviously upset that he was not in ‘Team A’ 
protested with a loud, 'Insban AUaJi' Ms Merchant 
glared at him “No Indian words allowed, please’ 

Qadir began softly humming one of the popular 
Indian songs from a Hindi film I think it was man 
dole mere than dole'from ‘Nagin’ He too abruptly 
stopped when she fixed him with an icy glare 
“No Indian songs please," she said vnth a pamed 
look on her face “You can hum or whistle 
Beethoven’s Fifth or anythmg from Bach 
By this time Javed was getting quite impatient 
Imagine being tied up by so many ’Do s’ and Don ts’ 

He glared at Me Merchant and let out a rauple of 
choice invectives, in impeccable Enghsh too I never 
knew Javed had such a nch vocabulary in English' 

Ms Merchant’s eyebrows went up and up and I 
thought they would hit the ceilmg “I disquaUfy all 
the teams,” she snapped And that was our first 
meeting ended 


Merahant 

Gtuizziiiff 
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f THERE was 

Soirfdthing ■ • ■ 
decidedly 
ephemeral about 
that last World 
Cup. Half a world 
and several time 
zones away, an. 
inspired, 

■ underestimated, 
often ridiculed Indian cricket 
squad discovered the igniting 
spark that set the entire country 
alight. The intercontinental 
umbilical cord linking that 
incredible performance with a 
hystericedly joyous nation was 
live colour television. 

' This November the luckiest 


93,000 ci^cket fanatics in the 
subcontinent (alon^ with a host of 
special invitees and the odd 
socialite who thinks bouncers are 
securitymfn at.tibe local 
discotheq:^) will watch the World 
Cup final on liidian soil, at one of 
the game’s most historic 
amphlthratres. The tickets will 
have been sold oiit weeks in 
advance, yet there will be 
serpentine queues where patient 
fans wait in the faint, faithfully 
forlorn hope ttmt they will 
perhaps be fortunaterenough to 
get a ticket fipm a scalper. 

Ckll Calontte what you will, but 


can you deny the fact that the 


xntihfa'ixislighed city is the 
oOuntrif^ emotional sporting 
capital? Even though three 
months remain for the World Ch^ 
final, there is that faint, almost 
indescribable electricity in the air; 
that nigh intangible sensation of 
belonging to history in the 
making. 

The dust has still not settled at 
the Eden Gardens, venue of this 
tournament final. Fact is, the 
stadium now reeemblee a 
oonstiuotion site, but the 
mazulatory confusion of towering 
scaffolding and scurrying 

















workers is but a temparary 
aberration. Out of tlM ohaos and 
oaoophony will crystallise a 
latte(r<<lay-coliseum with all the 
trappings and amsnittes that the 
oooasian demands. 

Crltios scoffed at the idea of a 
World Cup being co-hosted by two 
separate countries, but the 
tournament's Joint committee of 
management has nm^e amookeiy 
of those objections The threat of a 
boycott surlhoed ominously, 
loomed threatmiingly and then 
evi^xirated quite unexpectedly 
during ttie antlolimactio IOC 


meeting at Ziondon in June. 

The 19B2 Asian Games in Delhi 
was a magnifioent rallying point 
for the Indian sporting cause It 
hardly mattered at the qlosmg 
ceremony how many medals had 
been won Indians; what was of 

prime uhportance was that we had 
weathered bureaucratic and 
pohtical storms and staged a 
near-perfect sporting 
extravaganza. Having done so 
once—and on such a scale—there 
now remains no rmddue of doubt 
that the Reliance Cup will bean 
even grander bonanza than the 
thr^ World Cups that preceded it 
in England 

Tarry awhile. Take tune off 


Even though twelve wMki 
remain for the final, there is 
that faint, aimoit 
indescribable electricity in the 
air; that sensation of 
belonging to hisiory in the 
making 

from the bustle of daily hfe to feel 
the pulse of a nation whose 
sportmg achievements are 
inversely proportional to its 
sporting devotion Thepulsebeat 
is changing, swiftening There 
are leas than tw^ve weeks to that 
final at the Eden Gardens, auod 
this time it’s on our soil 
DsvM McMahon 










AEUANCEMbin^KtomiST? 

C ONtnABY totlMMcpeotAtionB ofthe 
members peopib, BeUancw Ind^rias ma^ 
zkot be in the profits that vrCKte izutudly 

ecanputed 

On an eartiar estimate, ReUanoe Indtwtnes 
eras offering the Hpfttoicii Suppher Statits’to 
cKjmpaniee agalnfd a |»yinent of Ri 76 lakhs 
The advertising spaoe at the ground was being 
offered fbrRsSblaldis Reliuioe was expected 
to earn Ife 6 orores via the second scsheme 
alone After deducting the outgo on 
sponsorship, Ri^ilanoe was expected to naake a 
neat packet out its association with the 
world’s premier Umtsd>over tournament 
Financial projections are revealing a 
divei^Sent trend, it was reported in a financial 
daily that ReUance’s official advertismg 
agency, MudraCommtuucations, was offering 
massive discounts in all categories to attract 


support OompaniesadUChtiidpatdtimfe^ 
amount m the befipnnint invhiebsltef thatno 
disoounte would be offenki. are now 
negotiatiiig with Mudi« fOr aieihind or fringe 
bmiefito him extm advmrtisfng pani^ or 
‘Official Supplier’ status 

MudraCommunioaUoins hae in addition 
decided to sublet its atiP^noy toQhtraPultdiciity^ 
anAhmedabad company, to m<n>llise the 
required advertisement support Cbitrahas 
dearly stated that disopunte on ‘Official 
Supplier’ rates are available 

MRF Tyres, which had inihaily negotiated 
for the status of the Ofnciai Trolly, has 
wrangled sdditlcmal benefits BlowPlast. 
which had booked advertising 9 pBx» worth Rs 
26 lakhs in the stadium, ia being offered the 
‘Official Supplier* status fbr a couple of lakhs 
more 

Till the beginning of August, only less than 
half the biUboard space had been booked 


THE OFFICIAL PRODUCTS 
OF THE RELIANCE CUP 

cigarettes: rrc 
Pain balm: Zandu 
Potato chips/wafers: Maheshwari 
nutiition 

Tissue paper/napkins: Pilot products 
Couriers: DHL 
Trolly: MRF 

Bankers: Bank of Baroda 
Airlines: An India 
Travel Agency: Trade Wings 


Negotiations are on for the following 
appointments 
Luggage. Blow Plast 
Chocolates: Campco 
Sportsgear: Texcol Corpoiation 
Binoculars: Solanki Enterprises 
Camera film: Komka 
Suncaps and hats: Pal Enterprises 


GENERAL GROUND LEVEL SITE PLAN 
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OFFICIAL 

SUPPLIER 

STATUS 

w 

“ The Organizer 8 of the 
Reliance Cup will bestow 


on a select few (limited 
to 12) international 
companies, reputed for 
the superior quality ol 
their products the 
status of ‘ Official 
Supplier’ This status 


will be by invitation only 
and will permit the 
recipient the use of a 
very powerful 
advertising legend on 
the pack and in their 
advertising, which 


would read as under 
“Official Supplier to 
Reliance Cup’ or 
“Official Film of 
Reliance Cup’ forafiinr 
manufacturer, or 
“Official Banker to 



insUANCfi! and Mudra are not trying to 
Jliinaikemoney out of the World Cu|J. Weare 
trying to make it a big suoces87 
This was how Surendra QJha. marketing 
manager for the Eelianoe Cup ’87 answered 
speculation that the much-publicised cricket 
event is not going to prove a lucrative 
proposition for Reliancoe Industries Limited. 

Reports that Mudra Communications was 
offering massive dicounts to attract 
advertisers was denied by officials at Mudra. 
Suggesting that the misunderstanding may 
he in the terms with Chitra Pubhcity, an 
Ahmedabad based firm in the hoarding line. 
Qjha said that “Chitra Publicity has bought the 
hoarding rights all over India, except In the 
Official Supplier category, and it is not correct 
that we have sublet the project to them ” 

But according to the terms ot the agreement 


Chitra Pubhcity cmnnors^ tha iKNWl^ 
rights to any firm 

category, and allo oanoot sell at ]^4han Bb** 
21.25 lakhs, which Is the price for hyo eaten at 
each centre in India for 17 matches. There are 
14 Centres in India and seven in Pakistan, 
according to Mudra Communications. 

Officials at Mudya Communioahons 
reiterated that disoounte were not available. 
we were giving disoounte we would have ’' 

announced them at the beginning. It is a 
package deal and the terms are clear.” one of 
them pointed out He countered the report that 
Chitra Publicity had in its letters to 
advertising agencies, said that discounts are 
available on the rates for Official Supplier 
status, license merchandising and hoarding 
space 
LaMwDliar 


Reliance Cup” m case of 
a bunk 

The “Offic lal Supplier” 
status will Ik- tK\stowt‘d 
extUisivcly to only one 
complain inapioduct 
category on a 
worJd-wictc tiasis Tlie 
recipient will ilso tx* 
entitled to avail ot tlie 
following jirivilcgi's 

1 Unresti ic-ti-<l use of 
Reliance Cup logo and 
mascot with the legend 
described earlier in all 
advertising and 
promotional material 
on p<ickaging as well as 
corpiorate stationery 

2 lOOit ol bill board 
space on ground level 
distributed ovoj 5 
locations of 20 It eat h 
in each of tlu“ i i 
matches to be played m 
India including one 
semi-tinal and the final 
The 4 sites will be 
located m 4 zones and 
each site will ixitate from 
match to match to 
ensure that all "Official 
Suppliers” got equal 
prominence Past 
expienonce shows f hat 
most of the bill boards at 
ground level gel in a 
single day, prime 
expxisure on TV which 
ranges from 100 
seconds to 400 seconds 


Imagine the advertising 
impiact on millions of 
cricket lovere and TV 
viewers across the globe 
for 17 days at one 
stretc’!!' 

You will appreciate 
that holding an 
international spxirting 
event of this magnitude 
c alls lor a phenomenal 
cxpienditure The 
oi gaiiis(‘i s figure that 
each “Official Supplier” 
will make a substantial 
c ontnbution which will 
pai’tly defray the cost of 
holding this 
luternalional event 

Note The advertising 
value giuned by the 
recipient ‘hrough 
expxisurc on TV alone on 
a world-wide basis, if 
costed at prevailing 
eommoioial telecast 
rates alone would be 
worth several million US 
dollars 

LICENCING 

The organisers of the 
Reliance Cup will after 
screening, ac-c-ept 
requests from certain 
reputed products either 
on a country-wide basis 
or on a world-wide basis 
foi associating with the 
tournament through 
use of the logo and the 


mascot on piack and in 
their advertising with a 
legend which would 
road as undei 
“Ofncially Selected by 
Reliance Cup ” 

To par tly defray the 
cost of holding an 
international spxirting 
event of this magnitude, 
a small fee depending on 
the product category 
and whether the licence 
IS tor a country or 
world-wide will be 
I levied 

I Note The hc*enses will 
I be given on an exclusive 
( basis per product 
category 

I MERCHANDI- 
, SING 

The organisers of the 
Rehanct* Cup will allow 
on a restricted basis 
manufacturers of items 
like ready made clothes, 
T Shirts, stationery, 
cutlery, crockery, toys, 
gift artu los to use the 
Reliance Cup logo 
and or mascot 
Since the featuring of 
the logo and or the 
ni iscot will considerably 
improve the saleability 
of the product, 
manufacturers are 
expected to pay a small 


fee for the use of the 
logo/mascot which can 
be mutually discussed 
depending on the 
product, the country 
and the numbei ot items 
to be produced 
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SPORTSWORLD- 
Relifmce 
Industries would 
h&ve been s big 
luune even if it tied 
not sponsored tiie 
World Cup What 
mileage will you 
derive out of the 
tournament? 


ANlLiAMBANI Mem ky» batauD 
aapko^ It 18 very difficult to 
compute mileagfe m Rupees or 
otherwise Let me explain a 
10 second spot’ on television 
dui ing the Reliance Cup will cost 
Rs 85 000 That is what anybody 
sponsoring will have to pay We, 
being the official sponsors, will 
get the plum advertising spaces at 
the various stadia The Reliance 
banner will be under the 
sightscreen as well as beside it 
We will also have the Reliance 
logo embossed on the ground as 
the CBFS does in Sharjah 
Visualise the exposure our name 
will get throughout the country 
You canpot equate this sort of 
recall in Rupee terms The 
number of times the radio and 
television commentators, the 
newspapers and magazines are 
going to mouth ‘Reliance’ is going 
to be phenomenal ’The name of the 
company will be on everybody’s 
hps throughout the competition 
That IS mileage lor you 

You will be makmg ahuge profit 
We are the third largest company 
in India and are therefore not 
unduly anxious about making 
large prof its from the Cup Our 
association with the game of 
cricket IS going to lend a different 
dimension to the company We are 
promoting cricket for peacehy 
oo-hostmg it with Pakistan Our 
name will have a favourable recall 
for years to come People say that 
Rehanoe is bound to make a neat 
packet That isn’t true Our 
investment in this venture Is 
Immense For example, the 
six-episode serial as a countdown 
to the cup will cost us Rs 25 
lakhs Even if we do eventually 
make a profit, it will go into the 
Reliance Sports Foundation for 
the promotion of sporting activity 
in the future 


THE RELIANCE CUP 
WILL BE 

THE 

BIGGEST 
EVENT 
WE HAVE 
HOSTED 


Anil Ambani tells 
Rahul 

Chandawarkar 



What other sporting events do you 
foresee Reliance sponsoring in the 
future? 

Arre bhai. thoda element of 
surprise to rakbne do^ We don’t 
want the media to forget us aftei 
the event IS over Otherwise you 
will say ‘Ab saahab Reliance Cup 
tokhatmhogaya YehAnil 
Ambam kaun ham^ 

Will the Reliance Cup be the 
biggest sporting event that India 
has hosted? 

Take any Sunday in the year and 
make a tnp of the all grounds in 
Bombay Whether it is the Khar 


Gymkhana. Hindu Gym, Dadar 
Gym, Parses Gym, Islam Gym, the 
Azad Maidan, Shivaji Park, tfaa. 
Oval Maidan or any street corner, 
you will fmd people playmg 
cricket India is cnoket crazy, it is 
the number one game in the 
country and football and hock^ 
come a distant ninth and tenth 
There IS no sport in between I 
strongly feel that in terms of pure 
spectator and all-country interest, 
the Reliance Cup will be the 
biggest sporting event India has 
hosted 

Are you intending to invite Sir 
Don Bradman^ 

I will go and personally invite Sir 
Don and his wife In fact, I am 
going to make an appointment 
with the great cricketer before 
embarking on the journey I will 
try my best to get him to India 
The IPJMC on the other hand, has 
finalised a list of all old cricketers 
to be invited during the semi final 
and final 

What are your preparations like? 
Oh, we are working very hard As 
you sec, it is 8 30 pm and I am still 
in office We have just printed two 
types of stickers -2b lakhs of each 
type We are going to distribute 
them through our 1 500 retail 
merchants all over the country 
Our o^icial air earners—PIA, Air 
India an Indian Airlines—will 
stick these on all baggage oommg 
their way Tiade Wings, our 
official travel agency and the Taj 
Group of hotels will have these 
stickers pasted everywhere The 
Reliance souvemr that we are 
gouig to sell foi Rs lO at the 
stadium and various other places 
will have pictures of all the teams, 
interviews with all the captains, 
articles by leading cricketers, 
scorecards for the 27 matches, 
complete one-day statistics to date 
and a lot more You are the first 
person to be given the 
suivertisement lolder for the 
souvenir 

What should be the composition of 
the Indian team? Who should be 
the captain? 

Where is the team*^ I don’t see it 
around Jokes apart, our selectors 
are capable men They are bound 
to choose a strong side 
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OPERATION 


Two months to go for 
Calcutta’s World Cup - 
match and one 
wonders whether the 
stadium will be ready at all. 
Jagmohan Dalmia, the 
mastermind of the show, 
defends his mega-project 



SPnRTSWORU); WiUthe 
Edeii Gardens be ready for 
tkeyVoridCup? 

JAOMOHAN DALMIA; 

It better be. We have to 
get the stadium 
completed in time for the 
World Cup. There are no 
two ways about it. 

Btd what if the monsoons 
interfere? 

Monsoons or no 
monsoons, the stadium 
will have to be readied. 
But at the outset let me 
give you the 

background to our effort 
in getting the stadium 
ready on time We are 
effecting quite a. few 
changes, not all of 
which though are 
mandatory for the 
World Cup The club 
house is being expanded 
from its present size of 
1600 seats to 3400. An 
electronic scoreboard is 
being installed The area 
below the stands in 
which there was little 
development was 
running the danger of 


being declared a health 
hazard We had been 
alerted in this regard by 
the hpalth authorities as 
they felt that it was 
excessively dusty. We 
are intending to have 
the stretch tiled and 
used for food stalls. 
Moreover, after the 
1984-85 match against 
Gower's England a 
certain stretch of the 
stadium was declared 
unsafe for use by the 


police. Ever since Uie 
local government took 
pver the stadium in 
1969, it has been their 
responsibility to look 
after its upkeep. If they 
had refuel to repair the 
stands and the police 
forbade occupation, 
some 30,000 tickets 
would have gone 
abegging. The West 
Bengal CM Jyoti Basu 
requested us to shoulder 
the cost of renovation 


since ^he atadiinpa. . 

to Csleuttans. 
We agreed. 

The .World Cup final 
was allotted to Calcutta 
on 15 March 1985. We 
got an extension to the 
lease of the ground in 
Jul^ 1986. The last 
formalities enabling us 
to gd'sdiead with the 
fieldwork were 
completed only in 
January 1987! It had 
taken 22 months 
between the allotment of 
the final and the final 
possession of the 
ground. 

The Test match 
against Pakistan was 
only a month away 
when we readied 
ourselves this Janiiary 
The stadium had to be 
repaired in this period. 1 
was in a dilemma; if I 
had protested that the 
time available was too 
short, the anti-Calcutta 
lobby would not only 
have taken away the 
Test but also the final! I 
assmed the police that 
the requisite repairs 





would be carried owt and 
that 

WQO^PS the fluidtopf 
th6 situation reached the 
presa* We resorted to a 
pr(Si^ of graniting' and 
completed the repairs by 
6 February. There were 
no unsolds for the Test 
or the one-day 
international that • 
followed! 

What I am trying to 
highlight is the 
considerable delay that 
we faced in getting the 
clearances. For the 
World Cup we realised 
that additional 
renovation was 
required The entire 
stadium needed to be 
covered. More 
importantly, the D Block 
ne^ed to be renovated. 
This particular stand 
has some inherent 
architectural problems; 
spectators from the 
upper and lower tiers 



'" lireleaa Dalmia 

converge around three 
gates in the middle at 
the end a start of the 
day’s play. A crowd of 
5,000 has been difficult 
to control and this has 
led to stampedes in the 
past. A couple of 
commissions were set up 
to inquire into the 
remedial measures and 
they recommended that 
for the major games 
being played at the Eden 
Gardens, lOOOless 
tickets be sold for the 
stand. Wo decided to 
reconstruct the stand 
but ran into difficulties 
as the building 


accommodates the 
working jgacm of three 
rail boards. TftsSrwere 
supposed to leave by the 
end of March; they did 
only on S2 June! I could 
have refused to host the 
final but it would have 
rebounded on us; after 
all, the Centre would 
have conveniently 
blamed us saying that 
nothing works in this 
State! 

I do agree that the 
completion of the 
stadium by mid Octojjer 
looks like an j 
impossibility to sane 
man. However, judging 
by the rate of progress 
in the last eight months, 
all our projects will bo 
completed We might 
just however fail to 
complete the roofing of 
the D Block 

'It is now or 
never. We have to get it 
ready on time’ 


What is your estimattd^ 
exptuditure for the - > 

renovation and 
recontruction of the 
stadium? 

Rupees seven and a half 
crores. For this we have 
not approached any 
agency. All the funds 
have been finahced 
cither through internal 
generation or through 
the creation of new life 
members against the 
payment of Rs 6,000 
each Moreover, we are 
leasing institutional 
boxes at the rate of Re 3 
lakhs each for a period 
of five years. Each of 
these boxes will have, in 
addition to 16 seats in a 
carpeted, airconditionod 
room a refrigcratoi’, a 
coloured television, a 
radio and a telephone. 
We have a plan for 27 
such boxes at the 
moment, most of which 
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NMily 2,000 


wailing 24 hours 
a day at the 
one night I landed 
up at 2 am to find 
workgobigon 

areBoWout Nearly 
2,000 labourers are 
working 24 hours a day j 
at the site, one night I 

landed up at 2 am to find j 

work going on In fact, j 
we are maintaining an I 
hourly progress of the 
work at our CAB 
computer 

Are you increasing the j 

capacity of the stadium? j 

We are adding 15,000 I 

seats to the existing 
capacity of 78.000 This j 
will make the Eden 
Gardens the largest 
cricket stadium in the 1 

world I wonder if we j 

will get a mention in the 
Guinness Book of World 

Records' The drinking 
water and toilet facilities 
will be modernised In 
addition, a ring around 
the stands will allow a 1 
very quick gateway in j 

the case of tire The j 

press box will be 
suspended from the roof j 
of the club house, its 
capacity being increased I 
to 150 seats 

1 wish 1 had more time j 
at my disposal We 
mtended to instal 
escalators in the club 
house and a giant 
Mitsubishi video screen ] 
at the ground I have 
with me technology for a 
microphone in the 
middle stump and am 
trying to encourage the 
local Doordarshan unit 
to use it for the final* 

The same is used by 
Channel 9 I even intend 
to give miniature colour 
television sets to the 
umpires in the final to 
at^judicate m cases of 
close run outs and Ibwsl 






ANALYSIS 

Emulating 

TheMa^rsUtTheArt 


Novy Kapadia reports on Doordarshan’s determination 


WHEN it was 
confirmed that 
Doordarshan 
would be 
telecasting all the 
Reliance Cup 
matches staged 
in India, there 
was initial 
apprehension 
about the quality 
of the coverage. 
Many cricket fans secretly hoped 
that Doordarshan would reach a 
financial agreement with either 
BBC or Channel Nine for total 
coverage of the event. It was felt 
that India did not have sufficient 
cameras and other assorted 
hardware to match the technical 
excellence so apparent in 
Australia and the United 
Kingdom. 

However, just as the Ninth 
Asian Games in Delhi was a 
catalyst in hastening the advent of 
colour television in this country, 
the hosting of the Reliance Cup 
has similarly accelerated the 
purchase of sophisticated 
hardware to improve the quality 
of Doordarshan's coverage. Mr 
Ajit Panja, the Minister of State 
for Information and 
Broadcasting, assured the Lok 
Sabha in April that upgraded TV 
equipmentand modern hardware 
would be available well in time. 
The pledge has been fulfilled; the 
four vans used for colour outdoor 
broadcasts have been upgraded, 
while six more vans have been 
purchased. 

Even the telecast of the 
forthcoming Relisince Cup will be 
unique. Following the BBC 
pattern of coverage, six TV 
cameras with 800millimetre 


lenses (instead of 300 mm lenses) 
will be stationed at vantage points 
in every stadium. Jasdev Singh, 
the newly appointed Deputy 
General (Sports) immediately 
raised the obvious question: “How 
many of the World Cup centres 
will be in a position to facilitate 
the Doordarshan crew with six 
cameras?” After several rounds of 
negotiations with the IPJMC, this 
problem was resolved, N.K P. 
Salve agreeing to accommodate 
the Doordarshan crew at all 


centres. 

However. Jasdev Singh feels 
that in order to produce the best 
possible coverage as well as the 
best special effects, it is imperative 
that ideal camera positions are 
provided to Doordarshan crew at 
■every single stadium. 

There also existed a certain 
apprehension about 
Doordarshan's engineers and 
technicians. Cricket fans were 
apprehensive that they would be 
unable to cope with the intricacies 
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of the audio visual coverage of a 
live television presentation. 
Hovirever, special workshops were 
conducted m Bangalore for ten 
days in June and in Hyderabad for 
three days in August. These 
workshops enabled technical 
personnel to become familiar with 
the new equipment and also to 
acquire further experience in 
synchronisation. Results have so 
far proved satisfactory except 
with the audio system where, 
according to one commentator, 
the sound effects were mediocre. 

Robert Griffith, a BBC engineer 
with 44 years’ experience whd. 
attended the Bangalore camp, i 
praised the level of efficiency oti 
display According to him, “tlse 
workshop helped an exchange of 
ideas The equipment being used ; 
was good and the technicians have 
a commendable degree of 

Tony Greig and his team of 

Channel Nine cameramen and 
producers have given their Indian 
counterparts a tough act to follow; 


efficiency. The television coverage 
of the World Cup should be good, 
provided proper synchronisation . 
is achieved by all those concerned 
with the project.*’ 

Another Britisher whose 
expertise was on call, during the 
Bangalore camp was Mike Adiey, 
a Manchester-based special 
producer from BBC TV. He 
stressed that six cameras would be 
enough since, as he pointed out 
“the stadia here will not be able to 
accommodate any more cameras". 

The positioning of these' 
cameras will also follow the 
time-tested BBC pattern. The top 
angle cameras—cameras Number 
Two and Three—will be put up 
over the heads of the umpires and 
wiil be focussed on the ball and the 
view through the slip cordon 
respectively. These cameras 
should ideally be at a height of 20 
to 30 feet. Camera Number One 
will be at ground level, beyond 
fine leg position. Cameras 
Number Four and Six will be 
square of the wicket and will be 


used for stumpings and run outs. 
Camera Numter Four is at ground 
level, while camera Number Six 
wiil;be at a height of 20 feet over 
the ^dwicket fence. Camera 
Number Five will be placed at the 
other end, identical to the two in 
the pavilion. This camera would 
be ideal for action replays and Ibw 
decisions. 

Explaining the importance of 
synchronisation, Jasdev Singh 
said, “Each camera has its own 
role to play and if the crew 
perform their jobs, the coverage 
will be a visual delight. This 
means co-ordinating close-ups of 
batsmen being caught, bowl^ or 
run-out, action replays and 
dismissals from various angles 
All the effects that are available in 
the BBC repertoire will be seen 
here during the World Cup”. 

During stoppages in play, the 
TV authorities plan to insert, 
fillers such as clippings of 
previous matches There is also a 
move to curb the commentators’ 
tendency to talk endlessly. Even 
though statistics are essential at 1 

one-day cricket matches the main ! 
emphasis will be on the visual j 
impact. 1 nstead of the I 

commentator informing the 1 

viewer about the runs required i 

and the deliveries left, there will j 
be a computerised statistical I 

display on the screen, much in the 
mould of Channel Nine 

Speaking about the role of the 
commentators, Jasdev Singh 
stressed that efforts are being 
made to improve the quality of the 
commentary. Quoting from 
Swanton’s “Sort of a Cricket 
Person ", he said, “There are three 
types of viewers The first one is 
the expert who would rather j 

watch the visuals as he known a 
lot about the game In the second 
category, we have the 
knowledgeable ones, who like to 
watch the game with a little 
assistance from the 
commentators. In the third group 
we have the laymen who don't 
know much about the game, but 
would like to hear about every bit 
of action they see on the screen ” 

The Indian commentators will 
have to readjust their style to 
cater to all three sections of 
viewers. However, the 
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commentators maintam that a 
uniform pattern of commentary 
has not yet been sarted out 

A uniform approach may be 
decided at the commentators’ 
workshop in New Delhi from 
Augrust 22 to 24 The 
commentators are beme^ 
requested to curb the tendency of 
bein^ opimonated, especially 
durm^ Ibw dismissals and field 
placmg^s The camera IS to do the 
talking instead and there is a 
special provision for close-up 
shots from several angles at such 
instances Sophisticated hardware 
notwithstanding an official list of 
experts, anchormen and 
commentators has not been 
decided yet 

The controversy started with 
the selection of the screening 
committee In October 1986, a 
high powered screening 
committee, comprising celebrities 
like Fatehsmgh Rao Gaekwad, 
Chandu Borde and Raj Singh of 
Dungarpur was formed Jasdev 
Singh, Uie new Deputy Director 
General (Sports) joined 
Doordarshan m January this 
year He dissolved the existing 
committee on the plea that all 
three were either previous Radio 
oi Doordarshan commentators 
and so had fixed preferences He 
appointed a new committee, 
consisting of Mr Arun Pandya, 
executive director of the SAI, 
Swaroop Kishen, a former Test 
umpire and GopaJ Das a retired 
AIR official This new comimttee 
was appointed in May 

The new screening committee 
seemed to have ti od on many 
toes Theie were some surprismg 
inclusions and exclusions in their 
list of commentators Seasoned 
commentators like Kishore 
Bhimani, Akash Lai and Anupam 
Gulati weie dropped from the list 
of World Cup commentators 
Unknown Manvendxa Singh was 
included Sunil Gig ral a 
renowned hockey commentator of 
AIR, has broadcast cricket 
matches but with little experience 
of television was also included 

The deposed commentators, 
especially Akash Lai, a former 
Duleep Trophy player (once on the 
vergfe of Test selection) and wine 
merchant Anupam Gulati were on 
_ - 



An outdoor taroadoast van. four 
have been upgraded and six new 
vans are being purchased 


the warpath They lamented 
bitterly about iigustice and 
nepotism in Doordarshan 
Initially they presented a petition 
to the secretary of the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting He 
expressed his helplessness to 
mtervene in the matter, 
maintaining that the selection 
comimttee was considei ed 
impartial and competent 

The aggrieved commentatoi s 
then sought a meeting with Apt 
Panjd to obtain a ledressal of their 
grievances They impressed upon 
the Minister that no valid reasons 
were given for the removal of the 
original screenmg committee 
After a patient hear mg and 
conducting a few enquiries Ajit 
Paiga decided that a fresh 
appraisal ol the matter was 
required The fresh enquiry was 
hastened by Akash Lai s lequest 
to Arun Shourie of Indian Express 
to conduct an investigation into 
the functioning of Doordarshan s 
sports cell 

The new scieemng committee 
consisted of Arun Pandya, 
Swaroop Kishen and Oopal Das 
(all from the committee appointed 
in May) the Director-General of 
Doordarshan, Mr Bhaskar 
Ghosh, the secretary of the I&B 
Ministry and cricket expert 
Mansur All Khan Pataudi The 
last named only commented on 
the knowledge of cricket 
displayed by the various 
commentators Veteran 


commentator Pearson Ehinta who 
was also mvited, declined 
Aftei' reviewmg the tapes the 
new screening committee (the 
third smce October 1986) 
short-listed a set of commentators 
for English and Hmdi The 
English commentators are 
Mansur Ah Khan Pataudi. Abbas 
All Baig, M L Jaudmha, Bishen 
Singh Bedi, Dr NarottamPun 
and Fredun de Vitre The 
stand-bys are Venkat Sunderam, 
Anupam Gulati and Suml Oigral 
The choice of Hindi 
commentators stirred a veritable 
hoiTiet’s nest when the DG of 
Do 9 rdar 8 han (at Bangalore) said 
the^Hindi commentary was 
particularly unsatisfactory 
Finally after much consultation, 
two commentators have been 
chosen for Hmdi Ravi Chaturvedi 
and Sushil Doshi For the third 
slot there is a tie between B P 
Ojha Abhay Chaturvedi and 
Samir Sengpipta All three ai e 
renowned commentators in 
football and hockey but lack 
similai experience in cricket 
After the Hyderabad workshop 
It seems that Samir Sengupta, an 
economics lecturer at Patna 
University has withdrawn from 
the fray The new screening 
committee has recommended that 
if eithei Ojha or Abhay 
Chaturvedi are not found up to the 
mark, then Jasdev Smgh should 
be tried This causes further 
confusion as Jasdev Singh wants 
to be the anchorman for the event 
So the slot for the third 
commentator in Hindi is still 
undecided Now some 
commentatoro are suggestmg the 
name of Akash Lai as the third 
Hindi commentator 
According to Doordarshan 
sources, there are to be no experts 
Each team of commentators will 
pre-decide who is to be consulted 
as an expert It seems the mantle 
of expert is to fall on Mansur Ah 
Khan Pataudi, M L Jaisimha and 
Bishen Singh Bedi 
The commentators will also be 
divided into teams of three, two 
Enghsh and one Hindi Here too 
another controversy has arisen 
while Doordarshan authorities 
want to choose the three-man 
teams, the commentators are 









insistent that they will be 
mutually decided, on compatible 
trios. 

As one of the commentators 
said, “We have to be with each 
other for six to seven hours a day 
and for so many matches. It is 
thus advisable to have a trio who 
understand each other well and 
are compatible.” The 
commentators’ choice is known. 
They want: Mansur Ali Khan 
Pataudi, Dr. Narottam Puri and 
Sushii Doshi, Abbas Ali Baig. 
Bishen Singh Bedi and Ravi 
Chaturvedi: along with Fredufi de 
Vitre. M.L. Jaisimha and a thiM 
Hindi commentator who is yet to 
be chosen Doordarshan’s choice ' 
is yet to be announced. The ; 

commentators’ workshop in Delhi 
from August 22-24 promises to be' 
stormy session 

Most of the leading 
commentators are disgruntled. 
Speaking on behalf, one of those 
chosen said, “the workshops in 
Bangalore and Hyderabad, 
intended for providing an 
exchange of ideas, were not very 
helpful for us, as matches were 
between unknown teams whose 
players we could not identify. We 
barely learnt anything at these 
workshops ’’ Bishen Singh Bedi 
was mucii more forthright in his 
appraisal of the two workshops. 
He candidly said, “It was like 
having sex without a partner or at 
best with a doll ” 

As advisor to the I & B Ministry, 
Bishen Betii is insisting on certain 
modifications for the telecast of 
the Reliance Cup matches. It has 
been suggested that a special 
anchorman for interviews be 
appointed (an interview with the 
man of the match is mandatory) as 
the art of commentary and 
interviews is entirely different. 
The Doordai'shan authorities, 
lethargic in their approach, seem 
to have forgotten this aspect. 

Another problem concerns the 
presentation of highlights. The 
dispute is over whether it should 
be presented by a famous ex-Test 
star like Pataudi or Bishen Bedi 
with international reputations or 
by a Doordarshan expert. 

The problem with Doordarshan 
is lack of leadership qualities: 
there is nobody to take prompt 



The oholoe ofTV oonunentators 
for the World Cup was hardly free 
from acrimony 


decisions. Bhaskar Ghosh, the 
new Director General of 
Doordarshan is basically a theatre 
man with little knowledge of 
cricket. Similarly Jasdev Singh, a 
famous sports commentator is 
more familiar with radio than 
with television. It appears that the 
I & B Ministry is toying with the 
idea of re-calling Mr. Shiv 
Sharma, a former Director 
General to assist Jasdev Singh. 

If this procrastination 
continues, Doordarshan may end 
up in an embarrassing position. 
Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi is being 
contacted by Channel 9 to be their 
representative in India during the 
Reliance Cup. Similarly Abbas Ali 
Baig has been approached by BBC. 
Bishen Singh Bedi also expects a 
call from Pakistan television, for 
whom he has worked before and 
who pay much better than us. 
Suddenly in September, we may be 
left without three of our best 
commentators. 

Compared to the bungling, 
bureaucratic style of 
Doordarshan, Pakistan TV is the 
epiitome of efficiency They have 
appointed ex-Test star Majid Khan 
as Sports Director and he has 
chosen hie team of commentators. 

So just as Imran Khan’s 
cricketers outclassed India in the 
Test and one-day series in the last 
.season, it seems Pakistan TV will 
outdo Dooiidarshan in the telecast 
of Reliance Cup matches. And that 
would be a terrible shame. 


Statart and CMC Ltd., are 
feeding the Wisden one day data 
base into coiri'iStuters for lKe*'behefit 
of the commentator and the ’* ' 
viewer. Doordarshan officials are 
confident that this will be a data 
base comparable with any in the 
world. Digital screen displays 
with continuously updat^ scores 
are also to be used. Commentators 
may become Voicte - only 
personnel if the Anchorman is 
introduced. 

Doordarshan has imported Rs. 

30 crores worth of advanced 
equipment, so as to improve the 
qu€dity of the coverage. The 
equipment started coming in from 
November 1986. According to 
Jasdev Singh, the Zeno system, by 
which inplay pictures and 
computed graphics appear on 
screen was used for the first time 
during the Indo-Pak series last 
winter. Also, the digital switch 
system which incorporated the 
data and score tables were tried 
out against Pakistan, but were not 
very effective, owing to the 
inexperience of the Doordarshan 
personnel operating them. The | 

workshops in Bangalore and i 

Hyderabad have helped in ! 

overcoming these shoi'tcomings. 

Cordless RF cameras have been 
imported These cordless cameras 
increase the mobility of the 
equipment Doordarshan intends 
to choose seven units of 
technicians and producers for the 
Reliance World Cup. Jasdev Singh 
confirmed this when he said “We | 

will have each unit working on a 
set of two OB vans at each 
Reliance Cup centre The men and 
machines will form individual 
teams, each covering two 
matches. We plan to get the teams j 
to each venue at least a week in • 

advance to enable any OB vans j 

repairs if required.” 

Doordarshan officials I 

confirmed that the coverage of the ; 
World Cup will be according to 
BBC’s pattern. The coverage is to 
be one-ended like that of the BBC 
and not two-ended like that of 
Channel 9 in Australia 
Doordarshan intend to follow the 
BBC motto of coverage, pi oviding 
the viewer the best seat in the 
stand, which is what one-ended j 

coverage is all about 
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OPINION 

me 

Men On 
Hie 
Fringe 
Of The 
Cup 

Kiran Wagle, sales 
executive, Taj 
Group of Hotels 

"The Reliance 
Cup will be a 
different 
experience 
dltoifether” 
said Kiran 
Waffle 
“When we 
extended hospitality to 
the previous Test sides. 

It was a small affair 
because it involved only 
one or two teams This 
time around there are 
(foin^ to be eight 
international teams 
playing m India at the 
same time We have 
never experienced 
anything like this 
before 

"In Madias, Australia 
will be playing 
Zimbabwe while the 
West Indies will play 
England in Jaipur Our 
hotels m these two cities 
will be playing host to 
four foreign sides at the 
same tune' Of the 17 
matches that are being 
played in India, the 
group will be extending 
hospitality for eight 
matches (two m Delhi, 
two iirBombay, two in 

iiT " 



Madras and one each in 
Bangalore and Jaipur) I 
wish we oould have had 
our Caloutta hotel ready 
m time for the 
tournament 

“From the time it was 
declared that India was 
going to co-host the 
tournament our sales 
department was m 
constant touch with the 
BCCI and IPJMC 
officials There was 
tremendous competition 
from the other leading 
hotel ohains— Oberoi 
and Welcomgroup—but 
we got through 
primarily because of 
the excellent rapport 
we have builf up with 
the Indian Board over 
the years We have 
played host to a 
succession of visiting 
teams and have never 
given cause for 
complaint 

“With the countdown 
to the Reliance Cup 
already startl'd the 
response from the 
supporters of the 
Australian and English 
teams has been 
tremendous Probably 
given the prestigious 
nature of the 
tournament, people 
want to stay in the same 
hotel as the players' 



"The English press 
and TV contingent Is 
going to be the 
biggest—something like 
40 people— and we will 
be accommodating them 
at the Taj right through 
What I fear most is the 
crowd behaviour 
throughout the team’s 
stay at our hotels The 
moment the public get, 
wind of it, our outside 
porches are swarmmg 
with people trying to get 
a look in Our mternal 
security is gearing up to 
meet the challenge A lot 
of people patronise our 
restaurants and cake 
shops during the team's 
stay at the hole' The 
Reliance people have 
also tentatively booked 
30-odd rooms at each Taj 
hotel to accommodate 
their guests at short 
notice " 

CHARLIE PINTO 
senior executive, 
Tradewings 

“Being the official 
transporters and official 
travel agency, we shall 
be looking after the 
transportation of all 
teams from the moment 
they land at a particular 
centre to the time they 
leave,” said Charlie 
Pmto “Jamshedpur 
luggage hassle in mind 
thei e will be absolutely 
no slips this time The 
luggage will be 
transported by aii 
wherever possible 
“We will also be 
handling supporters 
tickets (foreign team 
supporters only) We 
will do it on a 
first-come-first-servo- 
basis judging from the 
tremendous respoiisi, we 
are receiving " 
Normally, Indian 
Airlines lays nown a 
restriction of 20 kgs per 
player (as far as 
lugguage IS concerned) 
This time the IPJMC will 



be requesting the Indian 
Airlines to permit excess 
baggage on board 

“'Ilie transportation of 
baggage and players 
themselves is a very 
challenging and 
interesting assignment, 
because of a variety of 
circumstances under 
which one opt'i ates 
Things ai e comfortable 
when the aircraft are 
either Bixjing 737 auid 
Airbuses, the moment it 
IS an Avro we start 
having problems We 
intend providing 
air-conditioned deluxe 
coac hes everywhere, but 
in cei tain places we will 
have to make do with 
plain deluxe coaches 
without any air 
conditioning ” 

RAMESH SHARMA 


director of New Delhi 
Times, IS directing a 
cricket video cassette on 
hmited-overs criokst 
This IS intended to be 
released before the Re¬ 
liance Cup According to 
Ramesh Sharma, "This 
will be a video cassette 
with a difference It will 
be of 50 minutes dura¬ 
tion and will consist of 




snappy interviews with 
Imran Khan, Vivian 
Richards, Kapil Dev, 
Stmil Gavaskar, Allan 
Border and Abdul Qadir 
m addition to action 
Itom exciting one-day 
internationals all over 
the world ” Much of the 
footage has been taken 
from the BBC and Chan¬ 
nel 9 

Ramesh Sharma's 
only regret is that "we 
were unable to get a 
single shot of Kapil 
Dev’s memorable 175 
not out against Zim¬ 
babwe in the 1983 
Prudential Cup Nonet 
work or individual 
seems to have footagfe of 
this match We do, 
however, possess foot¬ 
age of Viv Richards’ 189 
against England, the 
highest ever score in a 
limited-overs interna¬ 
tional ” Sharma was 
hesitant to disclose the 
cost oi production, ex¬ 
plaining that the pricing 
of the video cassette was 
yet to be decided 

RAGHUNANDAN 
KOCHAR, Sales 
Promotion 
Manager of Taj 
Group of Hotels, 
Delhi 

categorically stated that 
they did not expect m- 
oreased occupancy in 
the Tiy Palace durmg 
the Rehence Cup match 
m Delhi He cited the 
troubled pohUcal situa¬ 
tion, bomb threats and 
terronsmas deterrent 
for potenticd tourists He 
oonhrmed that the 
IPJMC has booked 154 
rooms and eight suites 
for the entire duration of 
the competition 

Devinder Seth, public 
relations manager at the 
Tm Palace, confirmed 
that the demand for 
rooms m Ootober- 
November this year was 


just about normal Th^:^d oARj^jpeeS to really spon- 
was no special rush of * i wr an event This is 


tounst bookings or spe¬ 
cial reservations, he 
added 

SUMEDHSHAH, 

PMG 

Facilities at the 
groimds will consider¬ 
ably improve, the Door- 
darshan personnel are 
being trained to achieve 
mtemationaJ stadards 
m coverage, havmg im¬ 
ported the hardware 
necessary for the 
change lam sure we 
will get better coverage 
now than ever before 
The awamess of the 
game, which is already 
high, will become even 
greater and watching 
top players playmg in 
India will benefit the 
younger generation 
Advertising will have a 
peripheral effect to the 
World Cup proper 
Whether advertisers can 
generate sales from this 
advertising 1 do not 
know They know best 
what to do with their 
money The benefits of 
well-organised sports 
sponsorship is not yet 
Imown to most advertis¬ 
ers and mdustrialists 
People wrongly feel that 
you must spend crores 



hardly true You can 
sponsor even your 
nearest school team or 
the gvdli team and you 
will be contributing to 
sport Sporting spon¬ 
sorship does not mean 
getting a sportnuui to 
endorse your product, 
buying advertising time 
on the tube or placmg a 
banner around the play¬ 
ing arena These are not 
sponsorships in the 
truest sense 

SAM BALSARA, 
Mudra 

Communications 

MUDRA IS growmg 
rapidly Billing in 
1986-87 (ending 
August) IS exjiected to be 
Rs 26 crores compared 
toRs 14 crores in 
1985-’86 In the last SIX 
months we have signed 
up 15 new chents 
However. 1 would not 
attribute the sigiung up 
of new clients to the 
arrival of the Reliance 
Cup 

Everyone m the 
advertising industry is 
Jumping onto the 
bandwagon of the 
Reliance Cup In 
something as big as this, 
there is always the 
danger of one product 
losing Its advertising 
impact because of the 
competition for 
attention with so many 
others But the 
marketing packages we 
have, have been 
conciousiy designed m 
suoh a way so as to 
specilioally avoid this 
problem For example, 
at the ground level of the 
venues of all seventeen 
matches we do not 
expect more than 30 
advertisers The 
rqieated appearance of 
ihi^ 30 advertisers on 
the television screen for 


one month is likely to 
have a tremendous 
impact on the millions of 
viewers 

“Advertisers who are 
partioipatmg in the 
Rehanoe Cup, see m the 
tournament a good cost 
effective opportumty to 
advertise They are not 
sponsoring or 
co-sponsoring the event 
They are merely looking 
upon the event as an 
advertising opporti^ty 
and in their minds if the 
cost benefit analysis is 
in their favour then they 
decide to participate in 
it 

"I don’t think I can 
honestly say that the 
Reliance Cup has 
inspired a mini boom in 
Indian advertising Thu 
mdustry has been 
passmg through a boom 
period for the last 2-3 
years However. 1 must 
admit that the smaller 
advertisers have beer 
faster m recognising the 
opportumty that the 
Reliance Cup presents 

"Sponsoring an event 
by funding it and taking 
advertising space at 
sporting event are two 
completely different 
cups of tea ’The object as 
well as the resultant 
advantages of both aue 
entirely different ” 

1 feel that the bigger 
the event the better the 
mileage and the impact 
derived I don’t think 
Reliance would have got 
the same cumulative 
mileage if instead of 
sponsoring the World 
Cup, they spent the 
same amount of money 
on the different smaller 
events 

MARINE SPORTS, 
Bombay 

The biggest distributor 
of sport’s publication m 
the country. Marine 

Sports will be playmg a 

, - _ 
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slg^nificant role in the 
Reliance Cup. 

Beyond their normal 
high-paced sales, 

Marine Sp)ort8 is putting 
up stalls at eleven of the 
14 World Cup centres in 
India. Marine Sports 
proprietor, Theo 
Braganza has given the 
go by to Nagpur, Indore 
and Cuttack, where as 
he says “we don’t have 
the manpower to cover 
these centres. We have 
not yet been able to fix 
up at Nagpur and 
Cuttack, which we are 
keen to do.” 

Theo Braganza 
envisages a sizeable 
increase in sales during 
the World Cup, 
"Currently we are doing 
1,000 to 2,000 mailers 
and our booksellers have 
sales of 4,000 to 5,000 
copies all over India, 
besides which there is 
the export order to 
Australia and New 
Zealand. If we are doing 
1,000 now, we expect to 
do 2 .000 to 3.000 on 
account of the World 
Cup” 

While advertising will 
be confined to the three 
sports 

magazines—Sportsworl- 
d, Sportstar and 
Sportsweek—Marine 
Sports is making an all 
out bid for the official 
Reliance souvenir, 
which the company’s 
advertising brochure 
describe as “a collector’s 
item”. And “a showcase 
of the unforgettables in 
One-Day cricket for 
posterity to look at, 
again and again”, 
though this has not been 
finalised. Marine Sports 
will know shortly 
whether they will or will 
not be handling "The 
World of One-Day 
Cricket” souvenir. 

. Additionally, details 
on the team members of 
the eight participating 


countries—Australia, 
England, Pakistan, 
India, New Zealand, Sri 
Lanka, West Indies, and 
Zimbabwe. Four lakh 
souvenirs may be a bit 
much, but Theo 
Braganza is confident 
that "it won’t be difficult 
to handle because of the 
sales volume”. 

In view of the World 
Cup, Marine Sports 
which recently moved 
into the publishing 
books after 30 years of 
selling them, with 
“Pakistan Book of 
Cricket 1985-86”, is 
bringing out "The 
History of the-World 
Cup”. The book has 
contributions from a 
number of sports 
journalists and a 
foreward by world 
famous commentator 
Richie Benaud. The book 
is expected by the end of 
Augrust. 


TRAVEL INDIA 
BUREAU’S 

Delhi office shrugged 
that it had no idea of 
their company’s adver¬ 
tisement in Wiaden 
Cricket Monthly. Pre¬ 
sumably the ad was in¬ 
serted by the company’s 
Bombay branch. TlB’s 
information officer did 
not expect any special 
rush of English tourists 
for the Reliance Cup ow¬ 
ing to the political situa¬ 
tion in Delhi. With most 
of England’s league 
matches being in Pakis¬ 
tan, Enghsh tourists 
would be diverted there, 
he added. 

Travel India Bureau say 
they have not advertised 
for any World Cup 
tours. li^ is a copy of 
the advertisement that 
appeared in the July 
issue of Wisden Cricket 
Monthly 


The airline companies 
in Delhi indicate that 
there has been no special 
demand for tickets from 
Australia and England 
to India during the Re¬ 
liance Cup. It appears 
that as Australia and 
England have weak 
teams and are not 
favourite to win the Re¬ 
liance Cup, they are not 
attracting a large num¬ 
ber of supporters to 
cheer their progress. 

B.K. BASU, 
Commissioner of 
Police, Calcutta 

There are still two 
months left for the 
World Cup final. Since 
we have handled a major 
event in the past—the 
World Cup table tennis 
m 197&—I cannot see 
why we should not be 
able to do the same this 
time round too. A total 
of 3,500 uniformed 
policemen will be 
deployed during the 
final-inside and outside 
the ground, with others 
to assist the traffic. The 
World Cup should not be 
a big problem for us but 
we will have to be extra 
cautious should India 
and Pakistan meet in the 
final. 

JAYANTi 

BHATTACHARYA, 
PRO, Oberoi 
Grand, Calcutta 

We have 230 rooms and 
most were booked about 
a year ago. The teams 
will be occupying 104 
rooms. Reliance has 
taken 54 and the Cricket 
Association of Bengal 
have the bulk of the rest. 

We are used to this 
sort of thing but must 
admit that we will be put 
to the test. 

Interviews by: Novy 
Kapadia, Barry O’Brien, 
Mudar Father^, Lekha 
Dhar, Rahul 
Chan^warkar, 








ASHOK CHOPRA, 

Electronics 

retailer 

Everyone is excited 
and it is infectious. I 
cannot remain 
indifferent. I mvust be 
prepared to face the 
sudden increase in 
demand for television 
sets and transistors. 

We have chalked out a 
plan of action keeping 
the World Cup in mind. 
We are going to 
advertise on a larger 
scale. All our television 
and radio 

manufacturers have 
been informed and we 
expect the first batch to 
arrive by the first week 
of September. 

Because of the World 
Cup fever, people have 
forgotten that the Pujas 
are around the comer; 
this is doubly beneficial. 
We have introduced a 
new instalment scheme 
and inquiries have 
already started flooding 
in. 

Since India is cricket 
crazy the World Cup is 
going to be a great 
success. 



PARDEEP SINGH 
CHANDOK. sctvool 
student 

Somehow I cannot 
believe that we will see 
some of the best players 
in India. The schools 
and colleges better be 
closed; if they are open 
the classrooms will go 
empty! I'm not attending 
classes for sure. 

I will arrange a ticket, 
for the final even if I 
have to sell all my 
belongings. Although 
my favourite is Kapil 
Dev, I do not think that 
India has a chance of 
winning. Pakistan is 
most likely to do so. 


SHANKAR 

CHONGDAR, 

personal 

secretary 

Being a cricket 
enthvisiast 1 cannot wait 
for the Reliance Cup to 
start. This 

championship is going 
to bring together people 
of different continents, 
views and style. I have 
heard a lot of people say 
that it is a waste of 
money but they must 
realise that it is one of 



the biggest things that 
has happened to Indian 
sport. 

Although my duties 
will not permit me to 
watch the matches on 
TV,I will make sure I 
tune in to the 
highlights. I am 
backing West Indies, 
although people say that 
Pakistan is the 
favourite, judging by 
recent performance. 

They have forgotten that 
Viv Richards is still 
around and can make all 
the difference 
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P. CHOWDHURY, 
Assistant 
Manager, India's 
Hobby Centre, 
Calcutta 

One of the greatest 
sporting events is 
t^ing place in India 
and we are thrilled. We 
expect, a tremendous 


boost ui sales but have 
not decided on how to go 
about advertising for it. 
We are going to increase 
our stock of cricket 
equipment. We also have 
plans to introduce a new 
scheme by which people 
making purchases over 
a certain amotint will be 
given an autographed 
miniature bat. 


MANU DHAR, 
MBBS Student 

I wish it was earlier; 
waitings 

month-and-arhalf is too 
long for me. I will watch 
it on TV because you can 
always turn it off when 
it gets bcning. 

I would rate India’s 
chances as 50-50. They 
will be playing with a 
relatively new team and 
without Mohinder 
Amarnath the team 
seems incomplete. The 
papers say that the 
Indian team have a new 
fast bowler but don’t you 
think it is a bit too early 
to make rash 
statements. I only want 
to see Imran Khan in 
action. 
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UPENDRA SINGH, 
magazine seller, 
Calcutta 

It's great that the 
Reliance Cup is being 
held in India. It’s the 
only time when I can 
make good money 
Whenever there is a Test 
series in India,sports 
magazines sell heavily 


In fact, dunng the 
Indo-Pak series I sold 
about a thousand copies. 
I hope to sell more this 
time round and I will be 
increasing my 
requirement from the 
next issue onwards. I’m 
keeping my fingers 
crossed, praying that 
India reaches the final 
You know why! 


ABU KASIM, ben 
dealer 

Being a football fan, I 
prefer it to cricket. You 
will find me at every 
soccer match but now 
that everyone is talking 
about the World Cup I 
will have to switch my 
priorities. I am sure the 
Reliance Cup will be 
good. It has to be good; 
after all, the prestige of 
our country is at stake. 


Although 1 don't know 
much about the game or 
the players I am looking 
forward to seeing Sunil 
Gavaskar and Imran 
Khan. I have heard a lot 
about them. If India and 
Pakistan reach the final 
in Calcutta, my desire to 
see them in action will be 
fulfilled. I realise it will 
be a big problem 
getting a ticket for the 
final but my friends 
have assured me one. 





















RAMESH KAPOOR 
manager, G.K. 
Sports 

We ajre not sxire of the 
response we are groingr to 
get in the wake of the 
Reliance Cup. We do 
expect a boost in sales of 
sports equipment but 
experience tells us that 


RAJ KUMAR 
KESARI, 
paanwallah, 
Calcutta 

Oh! World Cup 
cigarettes? They sell 
alright! Is there 
something special you 
want to know about the 
sales? I hope the 


it will mainly be 
restricted to children. 

We do not expect the 
Reliance Cup to broadly 
influence the sale of our 
products. We are 
therefore not planning 
to advertise in a big way 
to cash in on the 
occasion. 


company is not going to 
raise the price again. 
What?! The World Cup 
tournament? “1 will not 
be able to go and see the 
match but will sure 
surely follow the radio 
commentary. 1 want to 
see the final but the 
price of a ticket wiU be 
far beyond my means” 




ANIMITA 
CHOWDHURY, 
Final year, MBBS 

1 am thrilled at the 
very thought of coming 
back from duty, 
crashing into the 
nearest chair, kicking 


SOMADUTTA, 
school student 

Since everyone at 
home was talking about 
the World Cup, I decided 
to get into the act. 1 read 
a lot and suddenly I am 
suddenly the most 
informed in the family. 

My only worry is the 
distribution of tickets. 1 
am sure it will be 
impossible for me to get 
a ticket since 1 will not 
pay extra. 1 intend 
backing the West Indies 
at the betting counter. It 
is the strong^t team 
and nothing. I repeat 
nothing, can stop them 
from winning. 



off my slippers and 
sitting glued to the 
television. Some people 
say that it is a waste of 
time but I think 
differently. I hope 
Pakistan makes it to the 
final as I want to see 
Imran and Akram in 
action. 
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PAKISTAN IN BMQLAMD 


The Great Escape 

With a little bit-of-luck and courage, England 
manage to save the Oval Test. Imran Khan 
becomes the first Pakistani captain to return 
home from England with the series in his pocket. 

Trevor Bailey reports 


E ngland needed to win the 
final Test to square the 
series and to end an 
unprecedented run of 
disasters at home, whereas a draw 
was sufficient for Imran Khan to 
be the first Pakistani captain to 
return home in triumph. The odds 
obviously favoured the tourists. 

However, the events on the last 
day at Edg'baston had underlined 
that Pakistan’s batting despite its 
class, did lack experience and 
could panic. If Mike Gatting was 
to salvage some glory from this 
wet and gloomy summer, he had 
to dismiss the opposition twice. 


An examination of the attack 
which he was given by the 
selectors underlined the 
improbability. The combined haul 
of the five bowlers used by 
Englanc} in the Oval Test in first 
class cricket only amounted to 
164 and was as follows; 

Foster; 495 overs; 68 wickets, 
average 19.57 

Dilley; 212 overs; 29 wickets; 
average 22.58; 

Ion Botham saves his hairstyle 
from a Mlandad pull. The 
Pakistani scored a double century, 
his third in Test cricket 



Botham: 197 overs; 17 wickets; 
average 36.35; 

Emburey; 316 overs; 21 wickets; 
average 31.66; 

Edmonds; 420 overs; 29 wickets; 
average 33.58; 

The selectors decided to leave 
out Neil Radford from the twelve, 
despite his having taken more 
wickets than Dilley and Botham 
together for Worcestershire and 
for fewer runs too. Neil is a 
competent county seamer, who at 
thirty is unlikely to be embarking 
on a disting^shed international 
career, but he had at least 
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achieved these figures (495 overs; 
62 wickets; average 16.41). It was 
therefore hard to understand his 
omission before the match 
commenced and had become 
incomprehensible long before 
Pakistan had passed 700. 

Although there are obvious 
attractions in fielding a balanced 
attack which contains two 
contrasting spinners on a pitch 
which was expected to provide 
them with some assistance, it 
becomes a luxury when the pair 
concerned have made as small an 
impression as Emburey and 
Edmonds have done in this series, 
the former having failed to 
capture a single wicket and the 
j latter a mere four. 

Neil Foster has been easily 
England's best bowler and it was a 
major loss when he had to retire 
from the contest after only twelve 
overs. But this still does not 
explain nor excuse the lank of 
preparation of the other four. 
Grahiun DiUey eventually finished 
with six wickets, the majority 
coming up during a long spell in 
the morning of the third day. lam 
Botham, as expected, kept going 
but the fact that he averaged more 
than four runs per over in the 
fifty-two he sent down suggests 
that he is no longer an 
international class third seamer. 

On a begnign pitch with an even 
bounce, Mudassar Naizar, Salim 
Malik, Imran Khan, Sadeem 
Yousuf, ^az Ahmed and especially 
Javed Miandad, with a beautifully 
constructed double century, adl 
played important parts in 
reaiching 708 shortly before lunch 
on the third day What 1 found 
depressing was the lack of 
imagination shown by the 
England bowlers. None of them 
attempted anything different 
.diuing the masBau:re. Surely it 
would have been worth Emburey 
trying a few overs from round the 
wicket, or Edmonds could have 
experimented with a spell flom 
over the wicket into the rough, 
The two seamers kept plugging 
away around the off stump and 
were ruthlwsly punished every 
time they strayed off line, because 
all the Pakistan batsmen, none 
more than Miandad, are 
extremely strong off their I^^b- 



*'*^*°®2^r**““‘*” mistakes which occurred when 1 

was on tour, but hardly any of 
those at home. It is not unusual 

might have paid to have for an England team to ask an 

reinforced the onside, attacked lunplre to be changed when 

through strength and aimed to hit abroad. However, the TCCB 
the leg stump. It was also turned down Pakistan’s request, a 

noticeable that the bowlers seldom decision which Mike Getting and 
used the crease and the main company could bitterly regret 

ploys appeared to be a good slower when touring Pakistan this 
baU by Dilley and a very slow winter. 

bouncer by Botham in the hope of If the visitors lose confidence in 

a mishook, which became an umpire, irrespective of his 

increasingly noticeable as the ability, and David Constant is 

match progressed. well respected, I can see no reason 

Before the Oval Test Pakistan why he should not be replaced, 

requested that David Constant, a Though in these parUcular 

very experienced umpire, be circumstances it would have been 

replaced. Touring teams are liable necessary to have paid David his 
to have doubts about some xnatch fees. It would also have 

xunpires. This has always been the been used to give an official who 
case and the tourist invariably had not previously been on Test 

takes any bad dedsions more to duty the opportunity. The fkct 

heart and remembers it mudi that an umpire is changed should 

longer. I can still clearly recall not be regarded as a reflection of 







bis ability, nor hia manner It 
I shouM also be remembered that 
j all members of the 
white-coated-brethren will 
sometimes make mistakes The 
late Frank Chester goes down in 
history as one of the truly great 
umpires, but if Australia had 
oome to England m 1854, they 
would certainly have objected to 
him standing, because they had 
been very dissatisfied with lus 
handhng of the Tests m 1953 
Umpiring is a hard enough task 
vnthout the additional burden of 
knowing that half the players do 
not have faith m your judgement 
It might be asked if the verbal 
aonmony which occurred on the 
final day would have been avoided 
if the tourists’ recpiest had been 
granted 

H aving won the toss Pakistan 
chose to take strike on what 
proved to be a beautiful battle 
pitch Lake their opponents, they 
also felt it might give some 
encouragement to spin m the later 
stages, and so retamed Abdul 
Qadir, who had not been 
impressive m England this 
summer, and brought m Taiueef 
Ahmed, their offspinner, who had 
not played any first class cricket 
Blnoe early June, to replace 
Kamal, their third paceman, who 
I ooulcfwell develop mto a fine 
I bowler m the next three years 
The tourists began brilliantly 
with a flourish of attaokmg 
strokes, until suddenly and 


MUu Oatting had the oourage and 
the olaas to see his team to ^ety 


unexpectedly they lost both Ramiz 
Raja and Mansoor Akhtar for 
fourteen and five This was the 
only time in what was to develop 
into a battmg massacre when 
England were, for about half an 
hour, on top The rest of the day 
belonged to Pakistan with 
Mudassar contributing a sensible 
seventy-three and Javed Miandad 
and Salim Malik still together at 
the close All five members of Mike 
Gatting’s attack were in action 
before lunch without seriously 
mconvemencmg the batsmen But 
worse was to come, as Emburey, 
usually so accurate, proved 
wayward m both his Ime and 
length Foster, imderstandably 
below his best, retired after twelve 
overs with a damaged back which 
was to prevent him bowling in the 
match and Dilley limped off m the 
final session with a slightly 
strained ankle 
On that second day Pakistan 
ruthlessly extinguished any hope 
of an England victory by 
amassmgeieforsix The three 
wickets which fell were more due 
to the batsmen’s xmstakes rather 
than the bowlers’ abihty 
During the mormng of the third 
day Ijaz Ahmed, surely destined to 
become an outstanding player in 
the next few years, and Yousuf 
continued to plunder the bowling 
which, apart fium DiUey, was 


very anaemic Indeed Botham at 
httle mom than medium pace was 
to gam the unwelcome distinction 
of beooinmg the first England 
bowler to concede over 200 runs in 
an innings 

England’s start could hardly 
have been worse as Broad was 
bnll lantly caught off a vicious 
Imran outswinger m the first over 
and England went into limch at 
zero for one In the afternoon a 
combination of good spin bowling 
and techmca! battmg deficiences 
ensured that England finished the 
day at 144 for four, and needmg 
another 365 to avoid the follow on 

By limch the next day their 
mnmgs was m nuns They were 
finally bowled out for 232 and 
invited to follow on The mom 
destroyer had been Qadir who had 
bemused and baffled the batsmen 
with wrist spm 

Despite several narrow escapes 
and some playmg and missing. 
Broad and Moxon managed to 
survive the threat of the new ball 
when followmg on Broad 
defended stubbornly while 
Moxon Robinson and Gower all 
fell to spin 

Could England with three 
wickets down hold out foi the last 
SIX hours on what was still a 
docile pitch against (as Akram 
was m hospital with appendictis 
and Mudassar meffectual) one fast 
bowler and two spinners who 
were both tired after their efforts 
on the previous day’ It was clearly 
feasible as long as Broad, 

Gattmg, Botham and Emburey 
remained Their need was a sohd 
start and a little luck which is 
exactly what they received 
Gattmg was dropped in the slips 
and once agaon later m his 
mnmgs Broad fell to Qadir after a 
stubborn 42 and Botham joined 
hiscaptam The former cast 
himself m the unsual role of 
defender with his pads and the 
forward defensive prod Gattmg 
finally stuck on with an 
undefeated hundred-and-fifty and 
Botham was there with him 
having played what must be his 
slowest, but nonetheless highly 
commendable, half century of his 
mtemational career The senes 
was lost, but the Test match was 
saved 
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STATISTICS 


World Athletic Records 


Track Events 


Men 


1100 m 

9 93 

Calvin Smith 

200 m 

19 72 

Pietro Mennea 

400 m 

43 86 

Lee Evans 

800 m 

1 41 73 

Sebastian Ck>e 

1000 m 

2 1218 

Sebastian Coe 

1500 m 

3 29 46 

Said Aouita 

1 mile 

3 46 32 

Steve Cram 

2000 m 

4 50 18 

Said Aouita 

3000 m 

732 1 

Henry Rono 

5000 m 

12 58 35 

Said Aouita 

10000 m 

27 1381 

Fernando Mamede 

20000 m 

57 24 2 

Jos Hermens 

1 hour 

20 944 

Jos Hermens 

25000 m 

1 13558 

Toshihiko Seko 

30000 m 

1 29 18 8 

Toshthiko Seko 

110 m H 

12 93 

Renaldo Neherpiah 

400 m H 

47 02 

Edwin Moses 

3000m SC 

8054 

Henry Rono 
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(USA) Col Spnngs 
(ITA) Mexico DF 
(USA) Mexico D F 
(GBR) Firenze 
(GBR) Oslo 
(MAR) Berlin West 
(GBR) Oslo 
(MAR) Pans 
(KEN) Oslo 
(MAR) Rome 
(POR) Stockholm 
(HOL) Papendal 
(HOL) Papendal 
(JPN) Christchurch 
(JPN) Christchurch 
(USA) Zurich 

S Koblenz 
Seattle 


3783 
12 9 79 
1810 68 
10 6 81 
11 781 
23 8 85 
27 7 85 
4 8 87 
27 6 76 
22 7 84 
2784 
1 5 76 
1 5 76 
22 3 81 
22 3 81 
19 8 81 
31 8 83 
135 78 
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Women 


100 m 

10 76 

Evelyn Ashford 

(USA) Zurich 

22 8 84 

200 m 

21 71 

Manta Koch 

(GDR) Karl Marx Stadt 

10 6 79 


21 71 

Manta Koch 

(GDR) Potsdam 

21 7 84 


21 71 

Heike Drechsler 

(GDR) Jena 

29 6 86 


21 71 

Meike Drechsler 

(GDR; Stuttgart 

29 8 86 

400 m 

47 60 

Marita Koch 

(GDR) Canberra 

6 10 85 

800 m 

1 53 28 

Jarmila Kratochvilova 

(TCH) Munich 

26 7 83 

1500 m 

3 52 47 

Totyana Kazankina 

(URS) Zurich 

13880 

2000 m 

5 28 69 

Mancica Puica 

(ROM) London 

11 7 86 

3000 m 

8 22 62 

Tatyana Kazankina 

(URS) Leningrad 

26 8 84 

5000 m 

14 37 33 

Ingrid Kristiansen 

(NOR) Stockholm 

5 8 86 

10000 m 

30 13 74 

Ingrid Kristiansen 

(NOR) Oslo 

5 7 86 

1 mile 

4 16 71 

Mary Slaney 

(USA) Zurich 

21 8 85 

100 m H 

12 26 

Yordanka Donkova 

(BUL) Ljubiiana 

7 09 86 

400 m H 

53 32 

Marina Stepanova 

(URS) Stuttgart 

30 8 86 


* 52 94 

Marina Stepanova 

(URS) Tashkent 

17 9 86 
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Field Events 


Men 













Walks 

Men 


50,000 m 

30 000 m 

50 000 m 

2 hours 

1 18 40 0 

2 07 59 8 

3 41 38 4 
28 165 m 

Emeslo Canto 

Jose Mann 

Raul Gonzalez 

Jose Mann 

(MEX) Bergen 
(ESP) Barcelona 
(MEX) Bergen 
(ESP) Barcelona 

5564 

8 4 79 

25 5 79 

8 4 79 

Women 

50(K) m 

21 34 3 

Li Sujie 

(PRC) Peking 

7 09 86 


• 21 26 5 

Guan Ping 

(PRC) Qindago 

17 1086 

10 000m 

44 32 50 

Yelena Kuznetsova 

(URS) Briansk 

16 8 86 


Relays Men 


4 K 1(X)m 

37 83 

(Graddy Brown Smith Lewis) 

(USA) Los Angeles 

11 884 

4 > 200m 

1 20 26 

(Andrews Sanford Mullins Edwards) 

(USA) Tempe 

27 5 78 

4 X 400m 

2 56 16 

(Matthews Freeman James Evans) 

(USA) Mexico D F 

20 10 68 

4 X 800m 

7 03 89 

(Elliot Cook Cram Coe) 

(GBR) London 

30 8 82 

4 X \ 500m 

14 38 8 

(Wessinghage Hudok Leader Fleschon) 

(FRG) Cologne 

17 8 77 


Women 


4 x 100m 41 37 (Gladisch Rieger Auerswald Gohr) 

4 ' 200m 1 2815 (Gohr Muller Wockel Koch) 

4 > 400m 3 15 92 (Walther Busch Rubsam Koch) 

4 « 800m 750 17 (Olizarenko Gunna Borisova 

Podyalovskaya) 


Dec dthlon 1 


' Daley Thompson 

(GB) 

Los Angeles 

89884 

Heptathlon 


1 Jackie Joyner 

(USA) 

Houston 

1 288C 




(GDR) Canberra 

(GDR) Jena 
(GDR) EHurt 

(URS) Moscow 


6 10 85 

9 8 80 
3684 

5 8 84 


Photogr^ilis t»y CoiowMl 
















OPIMIOM 


A t 17, Ulrike 

Meyfarth won the 
high jump gold at 
the 1972 Munich 
Olympic Games and 
became the darling of 
the crowds. So did Willi 
Wulbeck, the Olympic 
80Om champion and 
world Javelin champion 
Klaus Tafelmeier. But if 
these West Germans are 
remembered with pride 
so are Harald Schmid 
and Jurgen Hingsen. 
Never gold medallist or 
world champions, but 
extremely fine athletes. 

These two world class 
athletes have had a 
history of mixed 
fortunes. No matter how 
good they are or how 
much they endeavour 
they have never been 
able to snatch the top 
slot in theii' respective 
events. Schmid was the 
Eui'opean hurdles 
champion but was 
always dwarfed by the 
legendary Edwin Moses 
of the United States. For 
Schmid it was a dream 
that came true only once 
in 1977. 

And yet Danny Harris 
whom Harald Schmid 
has beaten in certain 
lAAF/Mobil Grand Prix 
competitions had this 
year beaten Moses twice. 
Schmid and Harris in 
fact became rivals for 
second place behind 
Moses in the major 
meets, yet since Moses 
was absent from 
numerous Mobil Meets 
in 1985 both of them 
held centerstage. 

In fact, it was during 
this period in Zurich 
that critics impressed 
with Harris, predicted 
that he possibly could be 
the one to dethrone 
Moses eventually. And 
while Harris,determined 
and patient,has achieved 
that, the unlucky 
Harald Schmid never 
could. 


Can Wentz Beat 
Daley? 


Jurgen Hingsen too 
falls into a similar 
category. A great 
decathlete undoubtedly. 
Melancholy, misery and 
Daley Thompson had 
worn him down 
umpteen times. He 
deserved victory at least 
once against Britain's 
Daley Thompson, the 


current World suid 
Olympic champ but 
never managed it. 

Yet Hingsen did have 
the privilege of being the 
world record holder, 
before unfortunately 
being denied by a lAAF 
decathlon rules 


modified at the Los 
Angeles Olympics .which 
resulted in Thompson 
being declared the new 
record holder. Hingsen 
is now based in 
California and the 
question is can he ever 
bP Thompson’s 



Siegfried Wentz is 
convinced that he has a 
chance becoming the 
^st decathlete 
in the worid 











It is certainly time for 
the chan^ng of the 
guard. But who is there? 
Enter Siegfried Wentz, 
the young decathlete 
who might turn the 
balance in favour of 
West Germany. So the 
Qerman-Briton 
decathlon duel is to 
continue. Called ‘Siggi’ 
in short, the 26-year-old 
has set his personal 
sights quite a bit higher 
for this year’s 


Melancholy, 
misery and 
Daley 
Thompson 
had worn 
him down 
umpteen 
times 




athletics season. 

A resident of Mainz, 
about 40 km from 
Frankfurt-on-Main, 
Siggi over the past few 
months has increased 
hxs training programme 
in order to be able to 
jump furthei- and 
higher, to sprint even 
faster and throw 
further Siggi has 
already obtained the 
advice of experts Klaus 
Tafelmeier is one name. 
A name the athletics 
circle know for his 
javelin feats Wentz is 
aware that he can only 
attain his great objective 
if he IS able to improve 
his performances to 
defeat the reigning 
“king of decathletes". 
Daley Thompson. 

A student in his tenth 
semister at the 
University of Mainz. 
Siggi IS convinced that 
he has a chance of 
becoming the best 
decathlete in the world 
One looks forwau-d to 
Wentz either in the 
World Athletics 
Championships in Rome 
this month or at the 
Seoul Olympics next 
year. A German-Briton 
duel is on the cards 
again. Hopefully Wentz 
may turn the applecart 
some day. Change is 
always welcome 
SubhHh Samr 






TRIBUTE 


Champioit at Jjsist 




F ebruary is, 1978 . 

Las Vegas Hilton. 
Leon Spinks barely 
manages to outpoint an 
ageing Muhammad Ah 
to become the world 
heavyweight boxing 
champion. 

Nine years pass. 
Augusta, 1987 Las 
Vegas Hilton. Michael 
Tyson outpoints Tony 
Tucker to become the 
undisputed 

heavyweight champion 
of the world The first 
after Leon Spinks 
In the nine years 
between Spinks and 
Tyson, the boxing world 
was thrown into 
disarray, split into three 
separate bodies—the 
World Boxing Council 
(WBC), the World 
Boxing Association 
(WBA) and the 
International Boxing 
Federation (IBP’)-- and 
since none of them 
recognises the other, 
arguments over one 
undisputed champion 
prevailed 
But legendary 
promoter Don King and 
Home Box Office struck 
on a novel idea to have a 
series of unification 
bouts to decide who this 
one champion would be. 
It could perhaps have 
been providence that 
Michael Tyson at exactly 
this time was on his way 
up. 

Tyson, incarcerated in 
a juvenile home as a 
young boy. was 
instructed in the art and 
science of boxing by a 
friendly warden 
From there he moved 
to the gym of the 
legendary Cus D’Amato 


where he would be 
trained to become the 
fighter of the Eighties. 

Tyson was never 
destined to be as pretty 
in the ring as an Ali. 
There was no subtlety, 
no shuffle, no 
spectacular ringcraft. 
But he was a 
fighter.. .one with literal 
fire in his veins The 
punches were almost 
crudely thrown but 
strung together with 
singular purpose- a win 
through knockout He 
developed a physique 
that would confound, he 
was not musclebound 
like Frank Bruno, but 
just simply awesome. 

By early 1986 the 
media acclaimed him as 
the next Ali, better than 
Louis, harder than 
Dempsey And Tyson 
kept knocking them out. 

His first world crown 


was the WBA title: 
Trevor Berbick surely 
still remembers that 
short punch to his head 
as he began a bizarre 
stumbling dance across 
the ring 

The second title was 
the WBC crown: a dismal 
performance of 
clinching and brawling 
with James 
“Bonecrusher” Smith 
which lasted a dreary 
twelve rounds. 

The third and final 
crown, the IBF, was 
secured early this 
month: again a points 
decision victory, but he 
boxed with authority 
and Tony Tucker never 
really had a chance. 

Yet these last two 
fights have confused. 
Smith and Tucker do not 
belong to any revered 
genre of boxers. They 
are just adequate Tyson 


has through 27 
knockouts in 31 f^hts 
maintained the image of 
“ruthless finisher.” Yet 
both these bouts went 
the full distance. 

There are also 
pointers to his changfe in 
behaviour. A quiet, often 
polite man.. .never 
usually given to 
excessive egoism or 
vanity.. .and obedient, 
one of D’Amato’s 
constant requirements. 

Yet he is supposed to 
have had a slanging 
match with manager 
and friend Kevin 
Rooney. Suddenly taken 
out of town during a 
training period. And 
actually tried to forcibly 
kiss a female parking lot 
attendant, assaulting a 
man who tried to free 
the girl. 

But Tyson is aware of 
this: “Cus told me that 
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with success would 
come complications. He 
told me there’s nothing 
you can do about it, but 
that It’s bad to let it drive 
you crazy ” 

And the aggressively 
hard champion has not 
lost his gentleness 
either. He hadn't left his i 
training session for 1 
nothing. He had gone to | 
the Catskills (where he i 
belongs) to see an | 

81-year-old lady. 1 

Camille Ewald who is 
special to him. 

Orphaned at a young 
age, Mrs Ewald took 
care of him and played 
the role of his foster 
mother. 

To Mrs Ewald he is a 
warm sensitive young 
man 

In the ring he is the 
youngest (20) ana 
perhaps the finest 
heavyweight champion 
of all time. With a 29-W 
inch neck to boot. 


RohH Brilnath 
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BE MISSED 

MALCOLM MARSHALL 


T he 1987 Reliance World Cup is billed to be the 
greatest cricket even ever. And it probably will 
be. But the absence of some major stars is bound 
to have some adverse effect even on the 
extravaganza. 

The West Indians must still be regretting their 
over-confident performance at Lord’s four years 
ago, and they are undoubtedly coming here with a 
vengeance to wipe out that nightmarish loss to 
underdogs India. 

Equally certain is the 
fact that they will be the 
biggest threat to India's 
title defence. Their 
batting, albeit being a 
trifle temperamental, 
can grind any attack 
into the dust. And their 
pace attack has—for 
long—been the most 
dreaded thing in 
modern cricket. 

But, come October 8 
and the deadly men from 
the Caribbean will be 
here to win a 
tournament in which 
they have lost a mere 
two matches (60th to 
India) in twelve years. 

Only, this time they will 
be without the man 
considered the best fast 
bowler in the world- 
Malcolm Marshall 

The 29-year-old 
Barbadian has decided 
to take a break from the 
game for the first time 
in ten years. Marshall, 
who has played for the 
English county 
Hampshire since 1979 
(this is his benefit year), 
has played over 100 
international 
limited-over games, 
snearheadiner the West 


Indian fast bowling machine 

which has earned the team the label of the strong^est 

team ever. 

What are the reasons for his withdrawal from the 
World Cup? 

“I’m feeling very tired’’’ explains Marshall. “Ever 
since I was first called up by the West Indies in 1978, 
I’ve done nothing but play cricket, cricket and more 
cricket. I’ve never been home for 

Christmas since 1977! 
How many people would 
be prepared to tolerate 
staying away for so 
long?” 

Marshall has warned 
that the present 
proliferation of Test 
matches and limited 
over internationals 
could lead to players 
retiring much earlier 
than in pre-vious years. 

“Every summer I’ve 
bowled 700 overs for 
Hampshire,” he points 
out, “add to that another 
300 to 400 for the West 
Indies and I’m expected 
to deliver more than 
1000 overs at top speed 
each year. ” "It’s like a 
motor car. It can only on 
for so long without a 
rest before it seizes up.” 

The question is: wdth 
Marshall out of the race, 
can the West Indies 
maintain their pole 
position in the grid of 
world cricket? 


Beginning this week 
-we will be looking at 
some of the stars who 
-will not be seen in 
action at the Reliance 
World Cup 














ttlHERE was no red 
M carpet reception. No 
trumpets, no fanfare. No 
cheeringr crowds, no 
motorcade. Not that it 
botheivd Viswanathan 
Anand, the 
newly-crowned world 
junior chess 
champion—the first 
Asian to achieve this 
feat. Anand was back 
home to the arms of his 
adoring parents and 
that was all that 
mattered to him. A day 
after his arrival the 
17-year-old Anand, a 
picture of poise and 
modesty, spoke to 
Sportsworld at length not 
only about his notable 
triumph but also on 
vaiious aspects of the 
game. 

SPORTSWORLD: Did you 
at any time expect to win the 
title? 

V, ANAND. When I went 
to Baguio City, 1 was 
just hoping to do well I 
was the third ranked 
player and all I wanted 
was to finish at least 
third which would have 
given me a medal and a 
seeding for next year’s 
championship at 
Adelaide. I had five 
straight victories. I 
actually took the lead at 
the end of the eighth 
round, but there were no 
visions of victory even at 
that stage for in the 
past, many players had 
led only to lose in the 
end. The first signs of 
success came when I 
won the eleventh round, 
for this gave me a one 
point lead with two more 
rounds left. 

Were you nervous at this 
stage? 

Yes, I guess I was, 
particularly in the final 
round. 1 drew my 
twelfth round game and 


Becoming a Grandmaster is 

Partab Ramchand spoke to the wonder boy aftei 



viswanathan Anand: will he become the first Indian Qrandmaster? 


with my main rivals also 
drawing their games 
this still left me with a 
clear one point lead. So I 
only had to draw my 
thirteenth and final 
round game to win the 
title. I got hold of my 
nerves and made it 

How did you piepare 
yourself, mentally and 
physicMy for the 
championships? 

There were no special 
preparations really. But 
I had a bi'eak of two 
weeks just before going 
to Baguio and this was a 
great help. During the 
championships I just 
planned to avoid losses 
at any cost and I 
finished with seven wins 
and six draws to Anish 
with ten points, half 
ahead of my nearest 
rival. People there told 
me it was rare for a 
person to win the title 
unbeaten. I took each 


game as a separate 
game. 

Which were your best and 
your toughest games? 

My best game was 
against Agdestein of 
Norway who was the no. 
one ranked player in the 
competition. This was in 
the seventh round. All 
my moves came off and I 
prevented him from 
castling on the kingside 
Subsequently, I 
developed a mating 
attack and won in 38 
moves. My toughest 
game was the last 
against Rehelis of Israel. 
Possibly, because I knew 
I needed a draw to win 
the title. 

How far has this pushed you 
towards gaining the 
Grandmaster title? 

This victory gf,»^e me a 
Grandmaster norm. I 
now need two more 
norms to get that title. 


What are your plans towards 
achieving the GM Me? 

I will just continue 
playing and try to 
achieve it. 1 am next 
playing in the Lloyds 
Bank tournament in 
London, starting from 
August 21. At the 
moment, gaining the 
Grandmaster title is my 
immediate ambition. 

What was the general 
standard at the World 
Championships? 

Very high. In fact, 
everyone said that it is 
the strongest World 
Junior Championships 
field ever. Among the 52 
entries, there were 
twelve international 
masters and two 
Grandmasters. 
Incidentally, I may 
mention here that the 
four top players in the 
world today, Kasparov, 
Karpov, Yuaupov and 






W next taiget: Vbwanallian Anand 


won the World Junior chess crown 



Anand with the world ohampionshlp trophy 


Sakhalov are all former 
world junior champions. 

What was the prize money at 
the championships? 

It was worth 20,000 
pesos (Rs 10.000) for the 
winner. 

That isn^t much, is it? 

Yes, but there are richer 
toiurnaments. For 
example, the prize 
money for the winner at 
the Lloyds Bank 
tournament is 2000 
.pounds (about Rs 
40,000). So there is 
money imchess. 

Even in India? 

Well, one can make a 
career out of ch^s even 
in India if you are one of 
the top ten or 15 players. 
In this country the 
situation has improved 
very much in the last 
few years and 
institutions and Banks 


are giving jobs to chess 
players. Some in fact, do 
nothing but play chess 
for their clubs. Union 
Bank, Indian Bank, 
Tatas, NIX3 are some of 
the units that have lot of 
chess players on their 
rolls. Some may fall in 
the category of ninety 
per cent chess and ten 
per cent work. But at the 
Tatas for example it is 
ICX) per cent chess and 
no other work. The 
players just represent 
the chess teams at 
various tournaments, 
and get the prime prize 
money, besides the 
salary. I repeat you can 
make a career out of 
chess in India. 

How do you account for the 
gradual increase in 
employment opportunities to 
top chess players? 

In recent years the game 
has received a 
tremendous boost. In 


1977 India had only one 
International Master in 
Manuel Aaron. Now we 
have eleven. With the 
general upsurge in the 
standard, interest has 
increased and so adso 
has sponsorship. Thus 
you have greater prize 
money as also the fact, 
as I have already 
mentioned, that banks 
and institutions are 
prepared to give chess 
players jobs. And I am 
confident this trend will 
continue. 

Have you given a thought 
about becoming a 
professiomd and playing 
abroad? 

Well, I am stUl young, 
but I want to mention 
here that there are many 
such opportunities. In 
European countries like 
Sweden, Germany and 
Holland you have 
professional teams or 
pro clubs and there is a 


lot of priise money 
Foreign players too 
represent these clubs or 
teams. For example, if 1 
get my GM title I may be 
approached by one of 
these teams or clubs to 
play for them. But as I 
said, all this is a long 
way off and right now 
my only ambition is to 
win the GM title. 

What about reports that have 
appeared in the Press about 
Bobby Fischer wanting to 
play you? 

Fischer actiially saw my 
games during an open 
tournament in ! 

Philadelphia last year. j 

He was impressed and 
wanted to play me. One 
of my friends Shahnaz 
Kennedy, a former 
player and a friend of 
Fischer told me that 
Fischer was interested 
in playing me. But 
Fischer has yet to set his 
terms and conditions. 

What about your academic 
plans? 

I am presently doing my 
first year B .Com at 
Loyola College. I would 
like to finish the course. 
Then I will decide what 
to do. But, basically I 
wo\ild like to study 
further. | 

Do you have time for any 
extra curricular activity? 

Well, 1 used to play a lot 
of tennis and table 
tennis and go 
swimming. I still do 
them for recreation, but 
chess takes up my main 
time. I sometimes go 
through chess books 
and go occasionally to 
the TAL Chess Club 
where my interest in the 
game started. 


OPINION 


Davis Cup 


America Needs 


W HEN Tim 

Mayotte’s weak 
volley hits the net, 
Bona Becker leaps into 
his manager's arms 
Amencan tennis, which 
has been under severe 
pressure for the last 
four years, finally 
collapses 
How else does one 
describe a coimtry which 
has won the Cup a 
record 28 times, yet has 
now allowed itself to be 
relegated^ 

Agreed, there has 
been a glut of talent in 
Amenca contemporary 
Cup players like Anas, 
Knckstein, Gilbert and 
Mayotte cannot be 
compared with Tanner, 
Qerulaitis, Stan Smith, 
Connors and McEnroe, 
the mainstay of a 
previous generation 
Agreed, there has also 
been a quite spectacular 
metamorphosis in 
European 
tennis Becker, the 
Swedes, Sanchez, 

Noah and Leconte, 
poses constant 
multi-faceted threat 
But the fault lies 
primarily with 
Amenca’s 

ministerpretation of 
the 1984 Davis Cup 
final andthepuenle 
repercussions that 
followed In the winter 
of 1984, Jimmy 
Connors and John 
McEnroe faced the wily 
Swedes in Ooteborg, on 
treacherously slow 
packed clay which 
mocked their serve and 
volley game, but was 
perfect for the 
baselining Sundstrom 
and Wilandw. The 
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Swedes won 4-1 
Connors, whose wife 
was expecting their 
second child, spalled 
with his 

behaviour swatting 
television microphones, 
using obscene gestures 
and continually 
complaining to the 
English umpire 
McEnroe bmited himself 
to complaining about 
the bounce 

Immediately after the 
tie, the sponsores, the 
Louisiana Pacific 
corporation depatched a 
letter to Randy Oregson, 
president of the United 
States Tennis 
Association (USTA) 
expressing their 
displeasure over the 
behaviour of the 
Amencan team They 



Youoanques 
hisbehavioi 
Even his abiUI 
oooasion. But< 
Patrick MoEn 
who wears 1 
Davis Cup Jai 
even at 
WimUadoi 
cannot be fiau 
on his 
oomiiilttnM 


went further, statmg 
that in the event of their 
staying on as sponsors, 
players would 
henceforth be required 
to sign—and abide by—^a 
code of conduct 
By now the situation 
had been contorted 






further. Ck>nnors. the 
cvtlprit, never known for 
his patriotic fervour vis 
a vis appearances in the 
Cup was forgpven and 
forgotten. And Gregson, 
displaying little 
understanding of 
McEnroe’s unselfish, 
unparalleled seven year 
Cup contribution, 
proceeded to indict the 
Brat.. While McEnroe 
certainly dismayed with 
his performance in 
Sweden, his behaviour 
was never questionable. 
Even the rigid and 
righteous Arthur Ashe 
gave him a clean chit. 

What also piqued was 
Qregson’s inability to 
inform his sponsors that 
they could not exactly 
lay down such 
conditions which would 
undoubtedly have an 
adverse effect on the 
selection of his team. 

McEnroe, of course, 
responded with typical 


ConiKNS, the culprit, never knom 
patriotk f^our vis a vis appearances in the 
Cup, was foiigiven and foi^ottenM.wh^ 
Gre^ showing little undeistanding d 
McEnroe’s seven year contribution indicted 
the Brat 


and \inderstandable 
anger, refusing to sign 
the pledge. Gregson 
continued to confound 
and in 1985 captain Tom 
Gorman was told not to 
pick John McEnroe 
under any 

circumstances. Gorman 
was desp>erate to include 
the three-time 
Wlmbledcn winner but 
the USTA ruling stood. 


America had in fact 
reached the semi-ftnals 
and were due to play 
Australia. Brad Gilbert 
and Tim Mayotte were 
beaten; America were 
left to ponder what 
might have been if 
McEnroe had been in the 
squad. 

By this year, Gregson 
had finally left, replaced 
fortunately by Qoi^en 


Jorgensen, a man of 
considerable foresight 
and reason. He 
Immediately recalled 
McEnroe for their first 
round match against 
Paraguay, but the Yank, 
still suffering from the 
humiliation of his ban 
and a jsix month layoff 
ffom the game, was not 
yet ready. The 
Paraguayans using 
noise and the home 
advantage, upset the 
Ameriouis who were 
now slated for a 
releg^ation tie with 
Becker’s Germany. 

The rest of course is 
history. McEhiroe came 
back in marvellous 
style, and although he 
was unable to avert 
relegation, displayed 
that his spark of 
patriotism always flares 
most brilliantly in the 
Davis Cup. In the final 
analysis, he didn't lose 
the tie: Mayotte did. 

And now they must 
wallow in the limited 
quagmire of zonal play, 
the virtual dimgheap of 
the Davis Cup. America 
will certainly qualify 
once more for the main 
draw, but that in 
Jorgensen’s view, is not 
good enough. The 
winner’s spot and 
nothing else will satisfy 
him. He’s put out the red 
alert, is getting down to 
gramroots andsasw it’s 
time to start all over 
again. 

Till this renaissance 
finds an igniting spark, 
he will perhaps humbly 
ask one man to shoulder 
this tremendous 
responsibility: John 
Patrick McEnroe, who 
even wears his Davis 
Cup Jacket at a 
Wimbledon final. 

He lacks much, this 
brash American. But not 
commitment. No, not 
commitment. 

Rahil Brijnath 
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LETTER FROM 
AMERICA 


D oes Boris Becker 
plan to give up his 
brilliant tennis 
career and become a 
movie actor and even 
join West Germany’s 
military service? 

That is the jist of the 
hard-to-believe report 
that appeared in the 
mass-circulation Bild 
newspaper in Hamburg. 

For the unvarnished 
truth, I asked Jurgen 
Dennstedt. the respected 
editor of TENNIS 
magazine of West 
Germany. 

"There is no truth to 
the story,” replied 
Dennstedt during West 
Germany’s thrilling 3-2 
Davis Cup victory over 
the U.S. in Hartford 
“Boris said that after 
his pro tennis career 
maybe he would work 
for Puma (where he has 
a six-yoar contract 
estimated to be worth 
$21 million). Then he 
added there were 12 to 
15 other (career) 
possibilities and 
casually remarked 
‘maybe the movies too’ at 
the end. The Bild made a 
big issue out of that." 

As for “Boom Boom” 
trading his racket for a 
rifle, the odds are much 
greater. Although Boris 
is not required by law to 
serve in the military 
because he left West 
Germany to reside in 
Monaco before he was 
18, he plans to 
volunteer. 

“Boris has said that ‘I 
am a boy like all other 
boys in Germany’ and 
will perform his duty," 
said Dennstedt. “He has 
to go only three months 
for basic training. The 

AO .. 


Paul Fein writes on Boris 
Becker, Pat Cash, Jimmy 
Connors, Tim Mayotte and 
Tatum O’Neal McEnroe 



Boris Becker is contemplating being a film star 
while riiml Pat Cash is training to be the fastest 
man on court 



only question is when to 
fit it in his schedule. 
After that the military 
will give him the leeway 
to play tournaments 
(during his stint).” 

IliHE ability-to sprint 
A swiftly just 10 or 15 
yards, then stop, keep 
one’s balance and 
reverse direction for 
another sprint to the ball 
is one of tennis’ most 
important 
reqviirements. 

Open Era superstars 
Bjorn Borg. Jimmy 
Connors, John McEnroe 
and Martina 
Navratilova, all brilliant 
athletes, have possessed 
this ability in 
abundance. 

What about surprise (a 
16-1 longshot) 
Wimbledon champion 
Pat Cash? His fitness 
adviser Ann Quinn 
tested him on a 
sweltering Melbourne 
day last December. Cash 
sprinted from a laser 
beam line to another 10 
meters away. 

The muscular Aussie 
was timed as the second 
fastest ever to take the 
test, according to The 
Daily Telegraph of 
Sydney. His time was 
only 1/lOOth of a second 
behind Olympic hockey 
goalie Neil Snowden. 

Although time was 
not to permit it at the 
Phillip Institute, 
ultra-competitive Cash 
wasn’t satisfied and 
demanded; "Can I have 
another go? I think I can 
do better this time.” 

M any tennis fans 
remember Jimmy 
Connors’ sensational 



' arrival as a superstar in 
1974. The “Brash 
Basher,” as he was 
dubbed, won the 
Australian Open and 
overwhelmed popular, 
but aging. Ken Rosewall 
in the Wimbledon and 
U.S. Open finals. 

Surprisingly, Jimmy 
doesn’t rate any of those 
wins among his three 
greatest The win he 
calls "my first biggest” 
came against Roy 
Emerson in the Pacific 
Southwest 

Championships when he 
was only 17. 

“That IS probably the 
most important match of 
my life because it gave 
me the feeling that I 
could go out and play 
against the major 
players of the world.” he 
told Gary Yunt of The 
Denver Poet. 

Connors, who turns 
35 on September 2, 
considers his 6-4, 3-6, 
7-6, 6-4 triumph over 
Bjorn Borg in the 1976 
U.S. Open final and his 
tense 3-6, 6-3 6-7,7-6, 
6-4 victory against John 
McEnroe in the 1982 
Wimbledon final after 
not winning a Grand 


Siam title for four years) 
as his next two biggest 
wins. 

“Beating Borg at the 
Open was strong 
because it was on clay 
and I think a lot of 
people had not given me 
a chance to beat him on 
clay,” recalled Connors. 

“I think beating 
McEnroe in the final of 
Wimbledon was also 
strong because he had 
won it the year before 
and been in the finals 
the year before that,” 
said Connors. “1 think at 
the time he was 
considered the best 
player in the world, 
which was important ” 

Jimmy, ranked No. 1 
in the U.S. six times 
including 1986, is 
disappointed that the 


United States Tennis 
Association hasn’t tried 
to take advantage of his 
vast mcpertise and 
exprience as it strives to 
develop junior talent 
into future stars. 

“I haven’t been asked 
in any way or 
contacted,” he revealed. 
“There are a lot of guys 
out there that I grew up 
with and they have all 
been in the top 10 in the 
world, and they would 
love to get involved and 
help bring out the talent 
emd work to be a part of 
that operation.” 

W HO says today's rich 
and famous pros 
don’t know their tennis 
history! 

Stanford-educated 
“Gentleman Tim” 






Tatum O’Neal and John McEnroe: compatible couple 


Mayotte, perceptive and 
witty during press 
interviews, wrote this 
published letter to Art & 
Antiquea A^igazine. 

“A number of artists 
have wielded*tennis 
rackets themselves. 
Benvenuto Cellini W 
played in the 16th 
century. Caravaggio, 
perhapB.acting like so ^ 
many of us players 
would if we could, 
reportedly killed his 
opponent over a 
disputed line call in a 
feverish match, crying 
"How doth that feel?” as 
he thrust a sword deep 
in his -opponent’s heart. 
Always ahead of his time 
as an artist, Caravaggio 
also foresaw what tennis 
etiquette would become 
in the 1970s and 1980t!." 

QUOTEOFTHE 
MONTH 

T atum O’NEAL, 
telling how her 
marriage to John 
McEnroe has changed 
her: “I didn’t realize how 
much support he was 
going to need from me. 

It took me a long time to 
adjust to that. 

Sometimes I find myself 
saying, ‘Look, John, I 
don’t know howto be a 
wife.’ But I chose. I 
chose John. And 
eventually, I think I can 
be everything I want to 
be—^suppoirt system, 
actress, wife, mother 
I've learned patience. I 
let a lot of things go by. I 
wasn’t used to that I’ve 
got a hell of an Irish 
temper. You know, let's 
get everything out in the 
open and deal with it 
right now. We have 
some beautiful fights 
He gets so angry with 
me, and he finally says. 
‘You know who .you are^ 
The female John 
McEnroe! And you know 
what else? you’ve got all 
his worst qualities.’” 




MB¥tS INTetMATIPMAL 


PAN-AMERICAN GAMES 

THE POOR 
OLYMPICS 


I T 18 more than fun 
games when the 
compietitors from the 
United States and Cuba 
gro head to head m 
international sports 
The 10th Pan Am games 
m progress at 
Indianapohs is all set to 
be a showdown between 
the Cubans and the 
Yanks m spite of the 
presence of 36 other 
countries 

The 3 5 million-dollar 
Walt Disney production 
oftheopezung 
ceremonies featuring 
Mickey Mouse and 
company has in no way 
dunimshed the intrigue 
ofamajoi sporting 
event involving Uncle 
Sam, the capitalist, and 
the poor neighbours 
many of whom have 
espoused the Soviet 
ideology Nor did the 
absence of president 
Ronald Reagan at the 
openmg ceremony erase 
the shadow of Cuba's 
Fidel Castro cast all the 
way from Havana 
Thank god, a city like 
New York Los Angeles 
or Miami vnth a hug^e 
Cuban immigfrant 
population, 18 not 
hosting the games 
Security would have 
been a nightmare and 
the emotionally charged 
Cuban American crowds 
uncontrollable 
Few American cities 
could have been less 
cosmopolitan than 
Indianapolis, the 
desig^nated sports 
capital of the Umted 
States The great 
basketball state of 
Indiana has turned out 
to be a perfect host for 
the g^ames at a short 
notice of two years after 
Chile and Ekmador 
backed out 
Indianapolis, the 
home of the Indy 500 
motor race, and the host 
of the 1986 World 
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indoor track and field 
championships, was 
bidding for the 1991 
games, when the poor 
neighbours abandoned 
their pursuit of the 
event due to financial 
problems The city, 
which had invested over 
136 imlhon dollars in 
sports facilities over the 
past decade, was able to 


put up an impressive 
show with a modest 33 
imllion dollar budget 
with the help of 30 OOO 
volunteers 
The two-hour Walt 
Disney production 
featuring 2,000 square 
dancers a 
1,000 member 
marching band, 
3no-voice choir, clowns. 


Disney characters, 
acrobats, trapeze a^sts 
and drill teams, 
degrenerated to an 
expanded version of the 
regular shows in Disney 
Parks Mickey Mouse 
stole the show from the 
games mascot Amigo 
and vice president 
George Bush, who 
declared the games 
open In fact 45 minutes 
of the ceremony was a 
tribute to Walt Disney 
World Somewhere 
along the Ime, the 
Olympic rituals were 
squeezed into the gala 
The uniqueness of the 
ceremony, attended by 
80 OOO sports lovers, 
came from the 
venue—the Indy 500 
speedway The picture 
perfect Disney castle, an 
mutation of the gateway 
to Disney’s Magic 
Kingdom m Florida 
with the clesur summer 
sky for the backdrop 
provided the magical 
stage for the 
extravaganza Still it 
looked more like a three 
ring circus in a race 
track than the opening 
of a major mternational 
sportmg event 
The largest 
contingent came from 
the host nation—743 
competitors and 
officials Canada and 
Cuba followed with 631 
and 545 respectively 
Even the commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, a 
constitutional part of 
the Umted States, was 
able to line up a team of 
341 Argentina, Brazil 
and Mexico also 
presented sizeable 
contingents Still, it all 
narrows down to Cuba 
and the Umted States 
If size is the criterion 
of success, the 

Cana/da's "t— tally 
fell short by one because 
of Ban Johnson’s 







Indianapolis Games is a 
huge success It 
certainly is a far cry 
from the first Pan Am 
games in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, involving 21 
nations, lOsporbsand 
2613 athletes—four 
years ago in Caracas, 
3,800 athletes ftom 36 
nations competed m 25 
sports Although the 
organizers of 
Indianapolis expected 
only fewer than 5,000 
competitors and 
officials, more than 
6,000 showed up 
The gam in numbers 
I 18 hardly an indicator of 
I the depth of the field 
I while North American 
giants USA and Canada 
use th*> Pan Am Games 
as a talent soatch and 
I tune up for the 
' following year s 
Olympics, the countries 
I of South A met ica, 

I including many islands 
I oftheCaiibbeantreatit 
as some kind of a poor 
mans Olympic B Poi 
I many of them it is the 
I only opportunity foi 
' winning an 
I international medal 
I In many events, the 
host nation is fielding 
Its second string team 
The top US ti ack and 
held stars are skipping 
the games to fine tune 
for the forthcoming 
World Cup competition 
mRome Last minute 
entries Carl Lewis and 
Jackie Joyner-Kersee 
and the evergreen Greg 
Foster are the 
exceptions Lewis is 
competing only in the 
long jump and 
Joynei-Kersee is 
skipping her favourite 
heptathlon in favour of 
the long jump too Willie 
Banks and Mike Conley 
are the only other 
notables at hand 
Canada also has saved 
Its leading track and 
[ lield talent headed by 


Ben Johnson for Rome 
None of the top US 
swimmers are at 
Indianapolis The first 
and second place 
finishers of the lecent 
nationals are being sent 
to the Pan Pacific meet 
in Brisbane, Australia 
The third and fourth 
place winners will 
represent the country at 
the Pan Am games 
At Caracas, the US had 
won 285 medals, 
includmg 137 gold, 
while Cuba had a tally of 
176 with 79 gold 
Canada was a distant 
third with IS golds and 


Willie Banks was one of 
the notable US athletes 
at the Games 

a total tally of 109 
Castro IS determined to 
close the gap in 
Indianapolis He spoke 
to the athletes a few days 
before their departure 
urging them “to 
compete with modesty, 
honour, defend our 
principles and put the 
Cuban flag very high " 
Par a while there were 
rumours about his 
attending the gaunes He 
also wants to make sure 
that Havana can do a 


better job in hosting the 
the games in 1091 
The political i ivals 
will go all out against 
each other m boxing, 
weightlifting 
gymnastics, volleyball 
and baseball While Cuba 
is way ahead in the fii s< 
two, the Americans have I 
made tremendous j 

strides in gym anu 
volleyball since the last i 
Pan Am encountei And { 
of course the Cubans 
will be thrilled to deal h | 
if they can beat 
Americans at baseball l 
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I FOCUS 


Look NaHy And Comfortable In 

^ _-m.^ I Symondsthough, 

hkes of Gordon Qi 

I Matthews and Job 

usino' their snorts 


L ook at a photograph A clip of 
film And one of the first 
things you notice about a 
sporting personality is the 
clothing he wears How else did 
we realise that Henri Leconte 
wears Lacoste shirts Daley 
Thomson wears Adidas shorts and 
John McEnroe is comfortable in 
his Nike shoes 

In India too, sportsmen and the 
ordinary man are realising the 
importance of sportswear the 
need to look natty and moreover, 
be comfortable 

The accent on India by the major 
manufacturers is undoubtedly on 
the racket sports tennis, 
badminton and squash They are 
available in a variety of styles in 
Shirts you look for Fred Perry, 
Symonds and Proline and m 


shorts, Symonds and Prolme 
There is also a competitive 
market in style All over the world 
models have elegantly displayed 
the varied patterns and colours of 
designers in leisure and 
sportswear India in this area too 
does not lag far behind You can 
buy T-Shirts in a variety of 
fabrics cotton, polyester blends 
and acrylic blends and in a range 
of dazzling enticing patterns 
Unfortunately, the prices on 
occasion tend to be exorbirant 
which alienates the ordinary man 
who cannot afford it Cricket 
being so populai* in India has also 
created a market for 
manufacturers Yet, since both 
the trousers and shirts have to be 
absolutely white there is a limit to 
style That hasn’t stopped 


Symonds though, who have the 
likes of Gordon Greenidge, Greg 
Matthews and John Emburey 
using their sportswear 

The other item which has been 
made available is jogging suits 
and track suits As people realise 
the importance of warming-up 
before even playmg a casual game 
of football the track suit becomes 
a necessity 

Shoes too, are a sportsman’s 
major requirement and m this 
sphere too there has been 
considerable development You 
can have shoes made particularly 
for specific sports, tennis, 
football, golf cricket and they 
are of a reasonably competent 
class 

There is, of course, considerable 
room for development a) there 
are certain sports which are still 
neglected and b) a little more 
technical expertise would result in 
more competent and useful items 


I SWEDISH DESIGN. 'Kiln-Seasoned'Wood 
I and 23 different processes give you the 
I finest TT Tables in INDIA. 
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ALLKiniBeMa 


An All-out 
Survivor 

Getting the most 
out of life 

A SAILOR with a 
Adifference.. .that’s 
James Hatfield for you. 
Surviving: an open-heart 
surgery. Hatfield 
decided to really tempt 
fate by setting off on a 
solo circumnavigation 
of the world in April 
1984. His aim: to raise 
money for charity. 

Since then plenty has 
happened. While he's 
managed to iraise 
£250,000, he’s also had 
a great deal of 
excitement. He sank in 
the South Pacific, 
capsized in the Bass 
Strait and even wrestled 
with a bout of dysentry 
Apart from that, 

Hatfield has even had 
his laundry eaten by a 
shark near Cape Town. 

A trip like this has 
many a seasoned sailor 
shaking his head in 
disbelief as they refuse 
to accept that something 
like this can be done. 

But it’s Hatfield’s source 
of inspiration that 
pushes him on. As he 
puts it *When a doctor 
tells you that you’re 


dying at the age of 19, it 
really stuffs up your 
day.’ 

STILiL on the topic of 
watersport, the National 
Water Sports Centre at 
Holme Pierrepont was 
proud to introduce their 
£2 million white water 
slalom last year. But 
enthusiastic canoeists 
who took to the course 
with zest aren’t too keen 
about it now. Seems that 
the polluted 
water-siphoned in 
from the River 
Trent—that splashes 
into their faces and is 
sometimes swallowed 
makes for a spate of 
stomach troubles among 
the paddlers. 

Maybe the sign that 
now sits over the course 
will help; it reads "Don't 
drink the water". 

Tarrying 

Tavare 

A record of sorts? 

C OUNTY cricket, they 
say, is the nursery of 
world cricket And it’s 
true. Some of the best 
cricketers have emerged 
from there, .while some 
of the others who play 
will never ever see world 



class competition. 

It was the relatively 
obscure Matthew 
Maynard who shone 
with a century off 98 
balls for Glamorgan 
recently And as if to 
balance this hurricane, 
it was Chris Tavare (of 
English Test cricket 
fame) who plodded to 13 
measly runs in 104 
balls... that’s six more 
than what Maynard took 
for his century! 

Playing for Kent 
against Derbyshire, 
Tavare certainly seemed 
in no hurry to get on 
with the scoring as he 
went through nine overs 
without opening his 
account. The tenth over 


he is, will be the late 
Prof. Magdi Yacoub 
whose heart beats 
strong inside Whitaker’s 
ribcage. 

Barely 22 years of age 
when affected with 
myocarditis, a virus 
infection which inflames 
the heart muscles, 
Whitaker was 
improving with 
treatment but a sudden 
heart attack forced him 
to go in for a heart 
transplant. And, as fate 
would have it. it was the 
generous Prof. Yacoub 
who was next in the 
none-too-long line of 
donors. 

But barely eight 
months later. Whitaker 



finally induced him to 
flick one for a couple of 
runs and break his 
duck. 

Can’t hear Derbyshire 
complaining about this 
anyway!! 

Having The 
Heart ForH 

So what if it*s 
someone elses? 

I F Carl Whitaker wins 
any major 100m race, 
there will be two people 
feeling mighty proud. 
One, Whitaker himself. 
And the other, wherever 


was back on the track, 
doing the thing he likes 
best.. running, and 
running fast. Clocking 
13.4 seconds in his first 
post-transplant race, he 
has improved steadily to 
clock 12.4 and win the 
100m at the 1986 
annual ’Transplant 
Games. 

Now the young Ceu-l 
Lewis-lookalike wants to 
take up sprinting 
seriously. And if things 
do work out like he 
plans, it’U be Carl 
Whitaker and Magdi 
Yacoub taking a 
bow...as one. 
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TURF VIEW 



The 

Byran^i 

Summer 

Cyrus. J. Madan looks at 
the best horseflesh on view 
during the Bangalore 
summer 


T he Bangalore 
Summer of 1987 
will long be 
remembered as the 
Summer ol Hashid 
Byramji The maestro, 
whose achievements on 
the turf have already 
become a legend proved 
yet again that given the 
material he can delivei 
the goods His horses 
dominated the picture 
and by the end of the 
seventeen day season, 
close to all of them 
headed tlieii respective 
categories 

Joc-key Vasant Slnnde 
too, who rides first 
jockey to the Byramji 
Camp, raked it in as 
well One of the greatest 
natuial iiders that have 
evei donned silks, 
Vasant Shiiide is the 
best I have seen in this 
country over the last two 
decades Despite 
missing throe days as a 
lesult of a fall in a race 
he still topped the 
jockeys standings 
finishing well clear of 
the opposition 
HORSE OF THE 
SEASON 

Divine Light, a smaH 
made single boned filly 
trained by Rashid 
Byramji would be the 
indisputable Horse of 
The l^ason 1987 Hence 
she would also usurp the 


title of the Champion 
Three-Year-Old filly 
Owned by Mr and 
Mrs Vijay Mallyaand 
Miss Pi-ema Mallya, she 
finished her campaign 
unbeaten in all her three 
starts Her VIC tones 
included the Bangalore 
Fillies Trial and the 
Derby Hence she is 
now the fourth filly 
since the inception ol the 
Derby in Bangalore to 
have won the Blue 
Riband 
Possessing a 
delightful temperament 
Divine Light may not 
look a C'hampjon but she 
certamly had what it 
takes to get to the top 
She has got early speed, 
if required she can 
settle anywhere in a 
race, she is as genume 
as they come and her 
accoleratiion has all the 
credentials of a souped 
up Maserati She is a 
winner from six 
furlongs up to twelve 
furlongs which just 
goes to show her 
versatility and she is yet 
to taste defeat 
By the first season sire 
Riyahi she is out of the 
French mare 
Charenzaccio I have 
discussed her blcxidlines 
before so I’m not going 
to repeat myself, but 
suffice it to say that she 







is very well bred and 
though the mile and a 
half circuit may be a 
little beyond her on just 
blood she has the class to 
overcome that slight 
blemish. She got the 
mile and a quarter e2U9ily 
enough and in close to 
record time too—hence 
the extra 400 metres 
ought not to be that 
much of a problem. 

CHAMPION 
3-YEAR-OLD COLT; 

Brave Dancer, a 
solidly put together 
chestnut roan colt hsis 
proved that he is the best 
three-year-old colt to 
have raced in Bangalore 
this summer Trained by 
a relative newcomer to 
the game—Vijay Singh, 
Brave Dancer is a 
winner of just one race 
at Bangalore this 
summer from three 
starts. In both his 
defeats he was second 

Owned by the Calcutta 
based business magnate 
Mr. Babi Nobis, Brave 
Dancer won the Colts 
Trial Stakes in great 
style to put the so called 
third world racing 
centre of Calcutta back 
on the map again. 

1 feel that we have still 
not seen the best of this 
big made son of Ballo 
and he could well 
improve considerably 
come the winter of 
1987-’88. He has an 
amiable disposition and 
the ability to settle 
wherever required m a 
race. His action may not 
be the most eloquent and 
is almost a bit 
workmanlike but for a 
big horse he is fairly 
light on his feet and he 
does have the 
acceleration to prove 
that he is far from one 
paced. 

By Ballo out of Be My 
Guest, he is a full sister 
to Splash who is a 
winner in class I. Bred to 


stay on both sides, he 
will go best over a mile 
and a half, but whether 
he will be able to get the 
better of Divine Light 
who beat him in the 
Bangalore Derby is the 
million dollar question 
CHAMPION SPRINTER; 

Stellar Role a well put 
togethei' chestnut filly 
once again from the 
Rashid Byramji camp, 
proved that she had the 
makings of becoming a 
top class sprinter when 
she won the High 
Commission Cup run 
over 1200 metres in 
close to record time this 
summer. She was just 
0.05 seconds off the 
record. 

Owned by Mr and 
Mrs. Vijay Mallya she 
ran four times this 
season and was defeated 
just once - that was by 
Divine Light in the 
Fillies Trial, so her 
record this summer is 
pretty impressive. In 
fact after her 
vanquisher, she is the 
second filly to ,5e 
classified in class I 


Stellar Role: Sprinter of 
the Season. Speed in the 
bloodline 

before the Bangalore 
Summer was over. 

By Gombos out of an 
Irish mare named 
Preparation, Stellar Role 
looks as though she 
could emulate the 
achievements of her 
dam. Preparation, the 
only mare to have been 
imported to India in 
i-ecent times, came as a 
record holder in the 
United Kingdom. She 
was a prolific sprinter 
and it is apparent that 
Stellar Role has got her 
blinding speed from her 
mama. Gombos as a sire 
has thrown a host of 
classic winners but in 
Stellar Role he has what 
could be his first 
Sprinters’ Cup winner 
yet. 

CHAMPION STAYER; 

Premium Spirit looks 
every inch the top class 
stayer that he is. 

Trained by Rashid 
Byramji he had just two 
starts this season. The 


first was a race gallop | 
and next time out he j 
came and waltzed away | 
with the only mile and a i 
half race for horses in 
class I when he won the 
Governor’s Cup. The fact 
that he won this race 
carry in g top weight of ] 
63 Kg further enhances j 
his claim to being the j 
Champion Stayei- of the ■ 
season and here is a 1 
horse who goes better ' 
the further he goes. i 
Owned by Mr. and ' 
Mrs Vija.v Mallya, j 

Premi um Spirit is aptly | 
named. In the liquor [ 
trade for instance most 
•premium brands move 
fairly slowly Well this 
four-year old colt races 
in precisely the same 
manner. lie has no early 
speed and neither for 
that matter does he have 
the turn of foot that 
would have made him a 
champion. What he does 
have is the abiht.v to stay 
and over a long trip he 
can outstay his rivals 
relishing a good fast 
gallop to give off Ins 
best. 

_ 




TURF VIEW 


The 

Ryran^ii 

Snmmeir 

Cyrus. J. Madan looks at 
the best horseflesh on view 
during the Bangalore 
summer 


T he Bangalore 
Summer of 1987 
will long be 
remembered as the 
Summer of Rashid 
Byramji. The maestro, 
whose achievements on 
the turf-have already 
become a legend ;proved 
yet again that given the 
material he can deliver 
the goods His horses 
dominated the picture 
and by the end of the 
seven teen-day season, 
close to all of them 
headed their respective 
categories. 

Jockey Vasant Shinde 
too, who rides first 
jockey to the Byramji 
Camp, raked it in as 
well. One of the gi-eatest 
natural riders that have 
ever donned silks, 
Vasant Shinde is the 
best I have seen in this 
country over the last two 
decades. Despite 
missing three days as a 
result of a fall in a race, 
he still topped the 
jockeys standings 
finishing well clear of 
the opposition. 

HORSE OFTHE 
SEASON: 

Divine Light, a small 
made single boned filly 
trained by Rashid 
Byramji would be the 
indisputable Horse of 
The Season 1987. Hence 
she would also usurp the 


title of the Champion 
Three-Year-Old filly. 

Owned by Mr. and 
Mrs Vijay MaUya and 
Miss Prema Mallya, she 
finished her campaign 
unbeaten in all her three 
starts. Her victoiies 
included the Bangalore 
Fillies Trial and the 
Derby. Hence, she is 
now the fourth filly 
since the inception of the 
Derby in Bangalore to 
have won the IBlue 
Riband 

Possessing a 
delightful temperament. 
Divine Light may not 
look a champion but she 
certainly had what it 
takes to get to the top. 
She has got early speed, 
if required: she can 
settle anywhere in a 
race; she is as genuine 
as they come and her 
acceleratiion has all the 
credentials of a souped 
up Maserati. She is a 
winner from six 
furlongs up to twelve 
furlongs which just 
goes to show her 
versatility and she is yet 
to taste defeat. 

By the first season sire 
Riyahi she is out of the 
French mare 
Charenzaccio. I have 
discussed her bloodlines 
before so I’m not going 
to repeat myself, but 
suffice it to say that she 





is very well bred and 
thougrh the mile and a 
half circuit may be a 
little beyond her on just 
blood she has the class to 
overcome that slight 
blemish. She got the 
mile and a quarter eaisily 
enough and in close to 
record time too—hence 
the extra 400 metres 
ought not to be that 
much of a problem. 

CHAMPION 

a-YEAR-OLDCOLT: 

Brave Dancer, a 
solidly put together 
chestnut roan colt has 
proved that he is the best 
three-year-old colt to 
have raced in Bangalore 
this summer Trained by 
a relative newcomer to 
the game- Vijay Singh, 
Brave Dancer is a 
winner of just one race 
at Bangalore this 
summer from three 
starts. In both his 
defeats he was second 

Owned by the Calcutta 
based business magnate 
Mr. Babi Nobis. Brave 
Dancer won the Colts 
Trial Stakes in great 
style to put the so called 
third world racing 
centre of Calcutta back 
on the map again. 

I feel that we have still 
not seen the best of this 
big made son of Ballo 
and he could well 
improve considerably 
come the winter of 
1987-’88. He has an 
amiable disposition and 
the ability to settle 
wherever required in a 
race. His action may not 
. be the most eloquent and 
is almost a bit 
workmanlike but for a 
big horse he is fairly 
light on his feet and he 
does have the 
acceleration to prove 
that he is far from one 
placed. 

By Ballo out of Be My 
Guest, he is a full sister 
to Splash who is a 
winner in class I. Bred to 



stay on both sides, he 
will go best over a mile 
and a half, but whether 
he will be able to get the 
better of Divine Light 
who beat him in the 
Bangalore Derby is the 
million dollar question 
CHAMPION SPRINTER 

Stellar Role'a well put 
together chestnut filly 
once again from the 
Rashid Byramji camp, 
proved that she had the 
makings of becoming a 
top class sprinter when 
she won the High 
Commission Cup run 
over 1200 metres in 
close to record time this 
summer. She was just 
0.05 seconds off the 
record. 

Owned by Mr and 
Mrs. Vijay Mallya she 
ran four times this 
season and was defeated 
just once—that was by 
Divine Light in the 
Fillies Trial, so her 
record this summer is 
pretty impi’essive In 
fact after her 
vanquisher, she is the 
second filly to be 
classified in class I 


Stellar Role: Sprinter of 
the Season. Speed in the 
bloodline 

before the Bangalore 
Summer was over. 

By Gombos out of an 
Irish mare named 
Preparation. Stellar Role 
looks as though she 
could emulate the 
achievements of her 
dam. Preparation, the 
only mare to have been 
imported to India in 
recent times, came as a 
record holder in the 
Umted Kingdom She 
was a prolific sprinter 
and it is apparent that 
Stellar Role has got her 
blinding speed from her 
mama. Gombos as a sire 
has thrown a host of 
classic winners but in 
Stellar Role he has what 
could be his first 
Sprinters’ Cup winner 
yet. 

CIIAMI’ION STAYER. 

Premium Spirit looks 
every inch the top class 
stayer that he is. 

Trained by Rashid 
Byramji he had just two 
starts this season. The 


first was a race gallop I 
and next time out he 
came and waltzed away 
with the only mile and a 
half race for horses in 
class I when he won the 
Governor’s Cup. The fact ' 
that he won this race 1 
carrying top weight of i 
63 Kg further enhances \ 
his claim to being the | 
Champion Stayer of the i 
season and here is a ! 
horse who goes better j 
the further he goes. | 
Owned by Mr. and j 
Mrs. Vijay Mallya, ; 

Premium Spirit is aptly 
named In the liquor 
trade for mstance most 
premium brands move 
fairly slowly. Well this 
four-year old colt races 
in precisely the same 
manner. He has no early 
speed and neither for 
that matter does he have 
the turn of fcxit that 
would have made him a 
champion What he does 
have is the ability to sta.v j 
and over a long trip he | 

can outstay his rivals 
relishing a good fast 
gallop to give off his j 

I best. I 
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CALCUTTA SOCCER 


ihe League Ungers On 

East Bengal drop two more points. Mohammedan Sportmg 
and Mohun Bagan continue their winning streak. Sisir 
Ghosh and Cheema Okerie continue their personal battle for 
top scorer. A photo feature by Santosh Ghosh 



Cheema Okerie aoores 
against Cuetoms. 
Veteran defendnr 
Blanoranjan 
Bhattaoharya watches 
firom the sidelines, his 
foot in plaster 


When abig team drops 
points Uie referee and 
the linesmen invarisMy 
require police 
protection. EUurt Bengal 
drew (1—1) with 
Customs, and the story 
was the same 




Mohammedan Sportlngrs 
Sandip Munshi g^oes in j 
for a back volley durinjir j 
the match against i 

Bhratri Sangha. ' 

Mohammedan Sporting ; 
won the Group B match i 
by a solitary goal 


Partita of Customs , 
receives medical j 
attention after being hit ' 
by East Bengal’s Balai j 
Mukherjee | 

ao 








DIARY 


CMlUtThe $315,000 
VStratton Mountain 
Qrand Pruc tennis 
tournament grets 
underway with 
second-seeded Jimmy 
Connors crashing out to 
Greg Holmes 5-7, 5-7 In 
another first round 
match, India’s Vgay 
Amntraj comes back 
strongly to beat Johan 
Carlsson in three sets 

6 ill|llt Pakistan start 
the fifth and final Test 
I against England on a 
I sound note as Mudassar 
Nazar and Javed 
Miandad take them to 
297 for three at draw of 
stumps on the first day 
of play at The Oval 

The Stratton Mountain 
tennis tournament sees 
even more seeds fall as 
Pat Cash goes down to 
17-year-old Andre 


Agassi and Tim Mayotte 
falls to Joey Rive 

■TtallSt Javed 
i Miandad’s 
tremendous appetite for 
runs ensures Pakistan’s 
first-ever senes victory 
over England as he 
cracks 260 to lead his 
team to a huge first 
innings total of 616 for 6 
on the second day of the 
fifth'Test Sharing the 
limelight today are 
Imran Khan and Salim 
Malik with 118 and 102 
respectively 

OAliasl England 
Ostruggle to save the Test 
against Pakistan as they 
score 144 runs tor the 
loss of four wickets ir 
reply to Pakistan’s 
mammoth first innings 
total of 708 

Chidi Imoh of Nigeria 


has the distinction of 
clocking the fastest evet 
100m timing as he flies 
to the tape in 9 92 
seconds in the semi final 
of the 100m run at the 
All-Africa Games but 
will not have the 
pleasure of holding the 
world record as his 
en'ort was aided by a 
wind blowing at 4 4 
meters per 
second 

9 /M mtl Ivan Lendl and 
John McEnroe set the 
stage for their first 
meeting in two years as 
both of them wm their 
semi hnal matches at the 
Stratton Mountain 
tennis tournament 
Lendl gets the better of 
Andre Agassi while 
McEnroe has it easy 
agamst 
Chnsto Van 
Rensburg 


IHtaHIlAbdul QSdir 
jIUwreaks havoc 
among the English 
batsmmi as he spins bis 
way to 7 wiokets for 96 
runs in the first innings 
to have them following 
on with 232 Qadir 
strikes again m the 
second innmgs to have 
England reehng at 95 
for 3 

Ram is the spoilspcMrt at 
Stratton Mountain as 
Ivan Lendl and John 
McEnroe battle it out for 
top spot When play 18 
stopped, McEnroe has a 
one-set lead and is 
trailing one game to 
four in the second 

MUSI Mike Gattmg 
IS the English 
saviour as he scores 151 
not out to gmde his team 
to safety in the fifth Test 
against Pakistan 



DISCOVER THE POWER OF HEAUNG 
IN YOUR OWN HANDS 


FOR SPRAINS, 

PUUED MIISCIES, 

STIFF JOMTS 
ANDBODVACHES. 

The warm gentle touch of 
your hands and the healing power 
of iodex — that s what youi 
family needs So keep Iodex handy 
Because Iodex has Iodine which 
heals the in|urcd tissues, and Methyl 
Salicylate which lelieves the pain 
Iodex twice-a-doy is twice os 
effective 

Doctors recommend that you 
use Iodex twice a day till the pain 
subsides and a couple of days 
thereafter Because pain is only 
the symptom wheieas the real 
problem is tissue injury 

So, whenevei any of your deai 
ones suffer ft om sprains, pulled 
muscles, stiff joints or bodyoches, 
massage Iodex Twice a day And 
they'll thank you for putting them 
bock in action twice as fast 


SHS^ - AN ESKAYEF PRODUCT 
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off fat 


-to the majority of caiw, 

/good lathis 
complcmaented ».wen 

built Joodh''- 

Now .that you know 
what oxecUy you’re 
looking for» let’s talk 
ajbput the dangers of 
eiterving youhaelf. To 
start of this topic, we 
r.ftn use a|>robI^ sent 
in lay Nirppama from 
Delhi (we hope you’re 
with ue this week, 
Nirupi^). She feels 
she's got a UtUs too 
much Ikt in her stomach 
region and all the 
exerdae.she doeb doesn’t 
seem t6 help in that 
eaead loeatlop. She also 
confers to a alight 
weakness when it comes 
to stioUi^ to her diet. 

: Well, first of all you 


r"i! •u-A-\tHi^ruiiTsi<.xeji 



have to get a firm hold 
on the amount you eat, 
NirupsJtia. Eating four 
meals a day la not the 
beet thing for you if 
yoU'ha trying to lose 
weight. And sweets and 
fried thinm are even 
worse. But youknow all 
that surely. Since you're 
mainly interested in 
taking fat off your 
stomach, we would 
suggest that you do 
exercise some restraint 
on your daily intake 
while religiousiy 
etk^ingto the exercises 
that we’ll recommend. 

r ' 

You have to accept 
that age-old theory. If 
you want to lose weight, 
you have to start 
burning caloric. And to 
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start doing that, you 
have to either eat less or 
do more exardse!. So get 
a ^ip on yourself and 
get started. If you find 
you cao’t.eat tees, eat 
food that containB less 
caloriffli. Try salads or 
fresh fruit instead of 
something that been 
deep-fried. Thatll make 
sure you. have less 
calories to work off. The 
important thing is not to 
starve yourself. 

■ Once you’ve decided to 
give it a try. you can get 
cracking on the 
exercises that we’re 
giving you here. Asking 
to lose weight only on 
the stomach might be 
asking fbr too much. If 
you’rs doing exercise. 
youll surely trimdown , 
in total. But there’s 
nothingtoget 
drastically worried 
about. The main loss will 
be on tl» stomach. And ' 
onoeyou've lost enough, 
you won’t be too 
disappointed with the 
end result. 

The basic eimi’Ci^es 
t^at you have to dp are 
I sit-upSandcrunohM,. 
supi^emented by a 
whole lot of stretching. 
exerdses.lhesit-ups 
. and crunches will firm 
Up your dsdominal 
muscles, making sure 
that your stomach 
doesn’t bulge as much as 
it does now. You’ll be 
surprised how much 
flatter ami trhnmer your 
turn wUi look when your 
stomach doesn’t bulge 
out. On toe other hand, 
toe stretohh^ wUl work 
on toe flat that bap 
aetoied mound your 
waist, loosenittg it up 
and leveling it 
Itoidhsi]^. 

;, ’IpyitputiNlrupama. 

^oaWfi lost some weight, 
Goniddence in what 
. yptt’re doing is of prime 
; ■'-ilB^brtance._ 
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\ --1 Maradona may have won the foot- '---1 

Gavaskar cannot call Kacril a bad ball battle to be rated world No. I don't come back here kUt 

captain In hla book and a good One. But in terms of moral stature anyone 

captain In his column in the game Platini leaves the Ian Botham after completing a stormy 

Ajit Wadekar, former ifKiian cricket Argentine looking like an also-ran. century against his fonner country 


captain 


World Soccer 


Somerset 
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What has Vengsarkar got under his One of the things I won’t have to I want to test whether my fitnese 

belt except Tata's captaincy? meet is 200 journalists. and my df^tite for'the game are 

Nari Contractor, former Indian cricket Gtancarlo Antognoni, while iea^ing Just waning 

captain Florence for Lusanne Sunil Gavaskar 









One can't get tired of soccer. I’m 
sure one can continue playing till 
40 or even later. 

Star footballer Oleg Blokhin 


I don't intend to reveal any dres¬ 
sing room secrets. Therewan'tbe 
disclosures about wild sex parties 
in hotels with beauty contest win¬ 
ners and no stories about drug 
taking. 

Don Bradman when breaking his 40- 
year-long silence 




Football is a sport, footbierit Mtoukf 
make its own rules, and be «0owe<t 
to impose them 

Brian Glanvilie , 











BOOKCHOICB 


The narrative in darker 
typ^ace is attributed to Mike 
Breaiiey; that in normal 
typeface to John Arlott 

We got to know each 
other partly at the time 
of the d’Oliv^a affair, 
aa it oould be called, in 
1969. Of oourse your 
experience in South 
Africa, your contacts in 
South Africa, went a 
long way back before 
that, didn't they? 

Yea. I went in 1948/B 
and I was desperately 
shocked by what 1 saw 
there. I never dreamt 
that these things went 
on. 1 had heard 
lip-service paid to the 
awfulness, but you see 
this was just the time 
when the first 
nationalist government 
of Doctor Malan was 
returned, and I saw and 
heard some quite 
terrible things about 
what happened to 
ordinary black people I 
didn’t know what to do. I 
still haven't really done 
much about it I haven’t 
done as much as I ought 
to have done. 


You see, it’s so 
easy, 

especially for 
English people, 
especially for 
crfeketers, to 
go to South 
Africa and not 
see what goes 
on, because it 
is not flaunted, 
it is not pushed 
under their 
noses 


ARLOTT 

In Conveimtion 
ivitn 

MIKE 

BREARLEY 


You see, it’s so easy, 
especially for English 
people, especially for 
cricketers, to go to 
South Africa and not see 
what goes on, because it 
is not flaunted, it is not 
pushed under their 
noses. Sometimes you 
would find great 
difficulty in finding a 
taxi driver who would 
take you to these 
compounds 
1 thought perhaps I 
had done something 
when 1 helped bring 
Basil d’Ohveira into this 
country and 1 think that 
did do something that 
perhaps we can’t see. It 
must have convinced a 
lot of people that their 
cause wasn’t quite lost. 

If one could do it. in a 
way it stood for them all. 
But then you see there 
has been such a 
clampdown since, 
certainly on liberal 
thinking and a certain 
amount of increased 
repression. Old Jan 
Smuts was so clever, he 
used to give them a fresh 


hberty every year, it 
would have taken two 
hundred years for them 
to be recdly free. But he 
didn’t impose fresh 
restrictions and fresh 
repressions, as the 
nationalist government 
has done since, and this 
IS distressing, it’s 
distressing to think 
about it 

1 don’t know what the 
answer is. except 
perhaps the most 
appadling one of all, 
which one can't lay one’s 
tongue to. But it is 
going to be explosive m 
the end. I feel all too sure 
of that 

John, I know you 
thought it was an 
important thing you did 
to help get Basil 
d’Oliveira to come to 
England. How did that 
happen? 

Well, out of the blue I got 
this letter from a young 
man. beautifully written 
in green ink. terribly 
courteous, saying how 


much he loved cricket 
and how much he would 
like to learn to qualify 
be a coach in England 
that he could go back 
South Africa and teach 
his own people I 
thought I never heard of 
anything much more 
hopeless, really But 
there was such charm in 
the letters, and I went on 
repljdng to them to see 
what we could work out. 

In the end I said, well, 
how good a player are 
you, because if you want 
to come here probably 
your only hope is as a 
player. Then he sent me 
some pretty remarkable 
statistics of his 
performances. He had 
gone as high as he could 
in cricket for a Cape 
coloured, and I really 
began to give up hope. 
People just couldn't see. 
If I said, look this chap 
made 276, with so many 
sixes, they said it must 
have been an absolutely 
plumb wicket And if in 
the same match he took 
6 for 16. they said oh, it 
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must have been am awful 
wicket, it must have 
been a bad batting' 
side—they wanted it 
both ways. 

Well, then Alan 
Oakman and Pete 
Sainsbury and Jim Gray 
played in a mixed match 
and saw him play. They 
came bank, and I said, 
what is he like? They 
said, he is a very, very 
gifted player. Quite 
talented, and crude, but 
still first class. Still he 
never could get 
anywhere 

But John Kay helped 
me 

immensely— Mancheste- 
r Evening News and the 
Manchester League 
exp>ert and 
player—when all of a 
sudden he told me that 
his club Middleton had 
got rid of Gilchrist and 
had been trying rather 
secretively to sign on 
Wes Hall and, at the last 
minute, Wes had let 
them down. So John 
rang me up and said, 
‘Look, if your chap 
wants a job. he can 
come.' He suggested a 
wage which was very 
low, but this had been 
going on for six years 
and eventually I wrote 
and said, ‘Look, your 
chance has come, 1 don’t 
think it will ever come 
again. I know the money 
is not good, but if you 
want to come, say yea to 
this and come.' 

He decided to accept 
and they had a 
whip-round in the local 
village and he came. He 
made a terrible start, 
poor kid, couldn't get a 
run for a month. He had 
never seen these slow, 
sodden, muddy wickets. 
Then all of a sudden 
everything came good 
for him at the end of 
May. He actually 
finished with more runs 
than Garfield Sobers in 


his first season. 

And I mean, if you'had 
seen, I almost wept, his 
amazement at sitting 
down to eat with white 
people in the dining-car 
of the train and at the 
airport and so on. Yet he 
kept utter and absolute 
dignity and good 
nature, and I think, 
through all the troubles, 
probably behaved better 
than anybody else. And 
as you know, he became 
a British citizen, he 
played for England, 
shook hands with the 
Queen, and he never 
made a foo’ of himself, 
which would have been 
so easy. But I just think 
he played it with infimte 
dignity. 

What I think was 
important about Bas^l is 
that he gave hope to his 
own people, millions of 
them. It isn't going to 
happen to them, but 
they knew there was 
hope. It was possible, if 


not for them, for their 
children, or their 
children’s children, and 
this was the important 
thing, about his coming 
here. To prove that 
bondage was not 
inevitable. 

He was not only 
dignified, he was 
actually reticent, wasn’t 
he? And I remember 
feeling, I wished he 
would come out with 
what he felt about it and 
I had no idea until 
recently, after the big 
row had subsided. Just 
how passionately he 
always felt. 

Oh, he did in private and 
people used to try and 
goad him into exploding 
and he wouldn’t This 
was where the dignity 
was immense, because 
anybody who has lived 
under that kind of 
bondage has got to hate 
it, and he never showed 


the hate. 

From the cricket point o 
view, how oan you see 
Test cricket surviving? 
It’s a slender thread all 
the time, isn’t it? 

Desperately so, because 
of the men who will do 
anything for money, 
even a little money. But 
this Gleneagles 
agreement was 
voluntarily entered into 
and I think one must 
stand by it and if we do I 
am also sure that that is 
the likeliest way of 
producing an 
improvement. 

It has produced some 
minor improvements in 
the last ten or twelve 
years. 

That is the only thing 
that has reversed the 
tide. 

And it’s very 
questionable how far thi 
tide has been reversed, 
but it has been pushed 
back a little bit in some 
areas. 

You wouldn’t want to gc 
again? 

I was on tiie last MCC 
tour there, as a young 
hopeful who did all righ 
for a while, but then had 
a terrible end to the tour 
firom a cricket point of 
view. But 1 stayed on 
and went around and 
saw whatever I could sei 
of the Bantustans and 
the Transkei and met 
politicians of different 
views, and like you. 1 
was appalled. It was 
much worse than I had 
imagined, and that was 
what made me feel that 1 
'didn’t want to have 
anything to do with it 
again, I didn’t know hm 
to make any difference, 
but I didn’t urnnt to have 


Basil d’Oliveira in later years and (facing page) in 
action at the crease 






any metre to do wttb It 
thanlhadto 

The oilier thing I felt 
was that we are trying 
in thla country to be 
multiraoial In every 
way, and it*e aJao a 
aymbol for black people 
in Oreat Britain that we 
don't put South Africa 
and dealing with South 
Africa first 

Yes I am sure that IS 
absolutely true because 
one of the things that 
few people ever mention 
IS the great necessity in 
an increasingly 
multiracial society to 
convince of our 
sincerity If this were 
done theie would be far 
less doubt and far leas 
anxiety on the part of 
the people coming m 
esfiecidlly iiom the West 
Indies as to where we do 
stand 

To say you must keep 
politics out of sport IS 
ludicrous because 
politics controls 
everything we do 
whether it s our attitude 
to spoil the money that 
IS made available for 
sport or literature 
what we eat what we 
drink what is 
prohibited fi om coming 
into the c ountry 
absolutely evei y thing 
we do 18 controlled by 
politics It s impossible 
to say that sport isn’t or 
can’t be it must be it 
always is 

The other big thing that 
has split cricketers and 
cricket and looked as 
though it might really 
damage Test cricket 
permanently was the 
Packer afiair, which 
started Just after the 
Centenary T«st in 1977 

You and I saw eye to eye 
I think on that right 
from the start in that we 
recognised that the split 







must not be perpetuated. 
As you know there was 
this damaging court 
case, but it was 
apparent, to me at least, 
from the start that if 
they divided cricket into 
two worlds, the Packer 
world and the 
anti-Packer world, the 
whole game was going 
to collapse. You would 
get competing Test 
Matches, and that had to 
be avoided at all costs. 

Now, first of all I 
think that what many 
people didn’t realise was 
that this was 
economically inevitable 
becaura cricket had not 
paid its players enough 
money. It's as simple as 
that. Therefore the way 
was open for a very long 
time. As the judge said, 
the only surprising 
thing about it was that it 
hadn’t happened earlier. 
You see, I think it could 
all have been sorted out 
very smoothly but for a 
clash of hc»tile 
personalities. The 
attitude of the 
Australian Board of 
Control was really 
truculent; one would 
never have thought that 
they were eventually 
going to give in, come 
and eat out of Packer’s 
hand. Packer runs 
Australian cricket now 
and the Boaixl of Control 
is ajoke. Our people 
headed that off, but I 
think it could all have 
been dealt with quite 
easily if Packer had been 
a more sympathetic 
type. He wanted to be the 
boss; he wanted to run 
everything; and he 
didn’t want to negotiate 
except on his terms. 

This made it very 
difnoult. 

I remember going to 
see him. First of all I 
couldn’t resist pulling 
his leg. but then I 
realised how 1 had to 


keep my lip right under 
my teeth and above all 
not to lose my temper. It 
was still very difficult; 
there were a lot of 
players who felt terribly 
strongly on both sides. 
Either they wanted to be 
there because of the 
good money or they saw 
the structure of the 
game as they knew it 
being threatened by the 
people who were taking 
the money, and wanted 
to ban them and Packer 
as well. But I think the 
best thing the 
Cricketers’ Association 
ever did was to make 
common cause within 
itself on the issue and to 
help the others to make 
common cause as well 
That is when the 
Association really grew 
up and became 
responsible. Perhaps it’s 
unjust to say it—it 
claims too much—but I 


think we did more to 
heal the rift than 
anybody else. 

You said that you could 
wish that you had 
written a novel. What is 
the best thing that you 
wrote? 

1 don't think there is 
much doubt about it 
Fred, the biography of 
Fred Truman. 

It come out in a new 
edition recently with a 
new chapter, hasn’t it? 

A chapter on Fred's 
after-life! 

I am sure it will be a 
success again. And on 
the subject of regret, in 
all the pressure of work 
and writing to deadlines 
and writing 

commissioned books, do 
you feel that you might 


Mike Brearley.. .blaming Packer for the split 



have spent longer over 
eomething and done 
something that was even 
better? 

I don’t think so. I am a 
‘putter-offer’ of work by 
nature. I have to get up 
and attack it because it’s 
got to be done. No, 
poetry was the writing 
for fun most of my life. I 
mean, when I would 
write on spec and 
without hope or 
expectation of payment. 
But I am a professional 
writer and I enjoy being 
a professionad writer. 
There are many things I 
couldn’t be bothered to 
write about, that didn’t 
interest me lhave 
written about the things 
that interested me, with 
infinite pleasure. 

Jim Swanton told me 
that he asked you if you 
would help him with The 
Cricketer when he was 
editor of it and it had no 
money and there was 
very little it could pay. 
He said that he asked 
you to do articles 
regularly, with him 
suggesting topics, and 
he said you never said 
no and you never, ever, 
gave the copy in late. 
That is very much part 
of being a professional, 
isn’t it? 

I think so, yes. Yes, that 
was a tough effort; it 
kept The Cricketer 
afloat. 

In a sense this is a sort of 
verbal autobiography. 
Have you ever thought 
of writing an 
autobiography? 

I have thought of it and I 
have been tempted 
because the offers of 
advances have been very 
big, but I don’t like 
writing in the first 
person. It’s different on 







an occasion like this if 
you are answering 
questions, but as a 
general rule I don’t like 
first person-singular 
writing. I think 1 can 
say, in the last ten years, 
the word ‘I’ has only 
twice appeared in my 
copy and on each 
occasion it was written 
I in by a sub-editor. 

I That’s remarkable 
i really. Has it been 
I self-denial? 

j No, it’s been a discipline, 

! and if 1 wrote an 
I autobiography 1 would 
I want to try and write it 
! without the use of the 
i first person singulai'. I 
1 think it would be a great 
I help if somebody wrote 
j an autobiography by 
1 standing back and 
i refern ng to themselves 
j in the third person. I 
! think you would come 
I far nearer the truth if 
you did that 

I 

I 

I Does the prospect of 
j dying frighten you? 

j Not any more, no My 
I son Jim has gone, my 
i second wife Valerie has 
j gone, my little girl has 
j gone, my mother has 
I gone, my fatlier has 
i gone. I am not 
I frightened to go where 
I they are. I am hard on 
, three score years and 
I ten. I have had a 
wonderful time and 1 
think of m.y 
contempioraries who 
have gone, those killed 
in the war. 

I remember George 
Brown who played for 
Hampshire, an 
all-rounder of 
all-rounders. 1 left his 
son, young George, in 
the police courtyard one 
night in Southampton. I 
said, ‘Where are you 
going, George?’ He said, 
‘I have got to take the 


Chief Constable up to 
Basset.’ I said, That’s 
lucky, I am going to 
headquarters’ and I 
turned and walked into 
headquarters Pie got into 
the car to go and collect 
the Chief Constable and 
got the next stick of 
bombs. You see, it’s your 
card that’s marked, or 
the one that’s got your 
number 

You liave talked to me 
about how not death, but 
the idea of becoming 
helpess in old age, is 
something that really 
terrifies you and you are 
determined not to 
suffer. 

That’s right. I remember 
reading the definition of 
the people in mental 
hospitals ‘Reduced to 
the stature of a normal 
healthy vegetable.’ Tliat 
is what I couldn’t bear 1 


don’t mind dying, but by 
heaven I want to die with 
some dignity. Struck by 
lightning perhaps—for a 
second time' 

You did some work for 
Age Concern, didn’t 
you? 

Yes, I did. and I am sure 
that there is so much 
that one can do for the 
elderly to help them 
You sec, all you have to 
do is help them to realise 
that they are not 
hopelessly old. and then 
the whole thing is saved 
I am nearly 70 and I 
work as hai d as ever I 
have worked in my life, I 
really do I don’t dislike 
It all right, I am lucky, I 
am working at the 
things I like doing. 
Sometimes when J get 
really lied up with 
something, my wife 
says. ‘Come in for your 


dinner. Why don’t you 
stop?’ But I would 
sooner carry on than 
have my dinner, 1 

sometimes I don’t like to i 
dig the garden very ! 
much There are all , 
sorts of work that I don’t I 
count, but there is a lot 
of work that ki^eps me j 
alive. Without it I would : 
just go j 

John, thank you very ! 
much indeed for 
agreeing to spend the 
time to do this | 

programme. It has been 
very enjoyable for me to 
talk to you and listen to 
you. 

You know it’s always 
been a pleasure for me to 
talk to you, so it’s 
mutual 

Can I just ask a last 
question? You have 
come to Alderney. You 
have got off the 
mainland and you are 
out off. not completely, 
but you are cut off from 
a lot of your work. Yet 
as we have discussed, 
you are still extremely 
busy; you have lots of 
projects. What do you 
hope to achieve now? 
What would you like to 
do? 

I would like to go on 
writing to the same 
standard of’competence 
for the rest of my days. 
until I die, and I would 
like to die with dignity. 

Thank you. 


The book is ! 
illstribiitoil in India , 
hf Marine Sports, ii 
esAGoMialeRoafi i i 
(NorUiK Oadar, 
Bonibajf406(t8 

I 
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T he l^reathtaking run¬ 
up of Wes Hall, 
silken smooth de¬ 
livery of Ray lindwall. 

The blistering pace of 
Jeff Thomson. 

The flrelnand aggres¬ 
sion of Fred Trueman. 

The scintillating 
swing of Alan Davidson. 

The devastating out of 
John Snow. 

The nagging accuracy 
of Brian Statham. 

The lethal bouncer of 
CharUe Griffith. 

The demonic yorker of 
Andy Roberts. 

The unstinting stami¬ 
na of Mike Procter. 

The sheer brilliance of 
Keith MiUer. 

These, according to 
the doyen of fast bow¬ 
lers—Dennis UUes—are 
the ingredients of the 
perfect fast bowler. 

Unschooled in the 
vagaries of the game cal¬ 
led cricket, I shall re¬ 
frain from criticism of 
ignorant additions. But 
barely literate in 
another sport, tennis, 
perhaps a similar list 
could be drawn up 
However, not having 
seen players like Laver, 
Budge. Big Bill Tllden, 
Ellsworth Vines et aJ 
(some of whom even died 
before my time), the 
point of reference for 
this list is players in the 
post-Borg era 
So show me a player 
who has. . 

The subtle volley of 
John McEnroe 
The stupefying athle¬ 
ticism of Yannick Noah. 

The flamboyant im¬ 
provisation of Henri 
Leconte, 

The penetrating ser¬ 
vice of Boris Becker. 

The deceptive court- 
craft of Miloelav Mecdr. 

The whiplash fore¬ 
hand of Ivan Lendl. 

The continuing mobil¬ 
ity of Pat Cash 
The ceaseless aggres- 

M ■“ ■ ■ - - — 


Sion of Jimmy Connors. 

The ice cool de¬ 
meanour of Joakim Nys- 
trom 

The authoritative 
backhand return of Mats 
Wiilander 

....and 1 will show you 
the pefeot tennis player. 

The three pertinent 
exclusions from this 
are the overhead, drop 
shot and the lob. .at pre¬ 
sent it IS difficult to 
visualise any partioular 
player who has de¬ 


veloped any of these mto 
an art. 

Yet the piossessors of 
these attributes could 
find themselves in a pa¬ 
radoxical situation if a 
list was composed on the 
ingrediemte which 
makeup the most imper¬ 
fect player in the world. 

So show me a player 
who has . 

The putrid service of 
Jimmy Connors 

The limited concentra¬ 


tion of Miloslav Meoir 

The foul temper of 
J(^ McEnroe 

The unschooled vol¬ 
leying of Joakim Nye- 
trtun 

The baseline play of 
Stefan Edberg 

The stumbling athte- 
tioism of Slobodan Zivo- 
jinovic 

...and I will show you 
the most flawed player 
in contemporary tennis. 

A snigger hrom the 
corner reflects the con¬ 
tempt that cricket cor¬ 
respondents Mudar 
Patherya and Barry 
O'Brien have for tennis 
and this list. With a 
flicker of mind and pen 
they have designed their 
own list the ingredients 
of the worst fast bowler 
possible 

The insufferable shuf¬ 
fle of Bob Wilhs 

The beanpole build of 
Bruce Reid 

The unspectacular 
height of Chelan 
Sharma 

The pacifying pace of 
Mohmder Amarnath 

The stumbling follow- 
through of Rodney 
Hogg 

The lack of guile of 
Craig McDermott 

Our noble cricket cor¬ 
respondents continue, 
for some strange reason, 
to deride this piece. So. 
while they are diverted, 
let me string together 
the attributes of the 
worst possible sport- 
swriter: 

The rambling prose of 
David McMahon. 

The spelling sham of 
Andy O'Bnen. 

The ignorant alUterSr 
tion of Barry O'Brien. 

The consistent finale- 
ganoe of Mttdar 
Patherya, 

And maybe we should 
add to that list the acid 
wit dT; 

RoMt Brijnslh 













Ours is a land of ^ions. 



Only, some of us can’t see it. 


India. The land of diverse cultures Rich, 
varied traditions. But there are 11 million 
people who can't see the beauty and wonder 
of this land. They suffer from cataract They 
live in a world that grows darker d^ by day. 
And 2 million are added to this, number every 
year. 

We, af LKS, take care of over 45,000 
people's eyes every year People of all 
communities, peo^ from different walks of 


life. During 1986 alone, we have operated 
upon 1600 cataract patients and have been 
able to make 25 villages cataract-free. But stall 
a lot needs to be done. 

And you can help... 

As little as Rs. 100 from you can enable us 
to perform a cataract operation and clear the 
darkness from someone's life. 

Help us, to help them. 


Lok Kalyan Saniiti 

A vokintaiy, non-politicaL non-profit. heaMi and weHaie organisation. 

Set your sights on the nearly blind. Give. 


To 

'Hie General Secretary 
Lok Kalyan SamilL 
Sucheta Bharon, 

11 -A. Vishnu Olgarnbar 14arg, 
Hew Delhi-110002. 


For Rs. 100 per caiaiact openUon. 1 would Ike to Payable o yearly 

sponsor • half yearly 

a 1 operation • quarterfy 

• 2 operations • bi-mon^ 

• 4 operations a monthly 

a 6 operations 

a 12 operations 

I am enclosing herein a crossed cheque/demand draft In favour of "Lok Kalyan Sarmti" for Rs. 
PteikSe send me details with photograph/s of the person/s I am sponsoring 

Name:_Age :_ 

Address:_ 

Tel:_ 


.Profession 


Date of birth ■ Day-Month_Year_ 

A^ntal Status: 

I married, date of marriage : Day_Month_Year 

Income tax exemption under Section 80C af the Income Tax Act 
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Glucon-C contains glucose which gives energy 
instantly to keep you active 
It provides one-third of the day's requirement 
of Vitamin C, so essential for the development 
of teeth, bones and body tissue. 

It IS easy to make. Just mix four heaped 
teaspoons of Glucon-C in ice-cold water 
make a refreshing orange- flavoured c 
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MAILBAG 


The Other Side Of 
I hnian 

I 

niHE Imran Khan Special was a 
Jl treat. The photographs were all 
: great but the one on page 26, was 
quite obviously, the most 
impressive. It showed me the 
other side of Imran Khan. 

The write ups, however were 
disappointing—they had no depth 
whatsoever. ‘Personal Views’ 
es]3ecially, except the level headed 
Sabira Merchant, put me right off. 
I wish sometimes that ordinary 
people—the likes of me, for 
instance,were given an 
opportunity to say something 
about this extraordinary man. 

And if you have to choose only 
models an and actresses to 
I comment on him why not 
i Waheeda Rehman—since he keeps 
raving about her? 

This is something 1 cannot 
understand, and therefore©I have 
made up a little limerick about 
this; 

"There’s a super Pathan 
cricketer from Pakistan, 

Who goes by the name of Imran 
Khan, 

All the girls want to hook him, 
But their chances are slim. 

For he is already hooked on 
Waheeda Rehman!” 

NASREEN 

I 

Tyson’s Deadly Fists 

BY dethroning the IBF 
heavyweight champion Tony 
Tucker. Mike Tyson has proved 
that at a tender age of 21, he can 
do wonders with his deadly fist. 

He is ready to create sensations. 
With this victory he became the 
first man after Ijeon Spinks to 
achieve this undisputable 
heavyweight boxing crown 
He breaks the nine-year-old 
span and thus becomes the 
youngest (i.e., IBF, WBCand 
WBA) title holder 
SANJAYKAR. 

AUaJiabad 

Wsy The Indifference 

THE indifference shown by India 
in her attitude towards the 
prepai’ation for the forthcoming 


Reliance Cup makes one wonder 
whether she is really willing to 
register her supremacy in the 
game of cricket. 

While India’s ability in the one 
day matches is now at its lowest, 
why did the Cricket Board 
delay in announcing the team? 
If other countries can, why can’t 
India? 

The captain and the players 
need the mental preparation for a 
tournament, but it is sad the 
selectors have not realised this. 
There are no competitive matches, 
no tournaments, no conditioning 
camps—nothing to keep the 
players in touch with the game. It 
is like being selected today and 
playing the next day. 
PANKAJKR. DBBNATH, 

Nadia. 

Kapil, Chaiige Tour Style 

IT is difficult to understand why 
the selectors have asked Kapil Dev 
to lead the Indian squad for the 
Reliance Cup. 

It is a fact that India won the 
World Cup under his aggi-essive 
leadership in 1983 But after this 
triumph he lost much of his 
aggression and has become 
ultra-defensive’, most probably in 
the fear of being dethroned This 
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very attitude resulted in the 
recent debacle at the three-nation 
World Series Cup, the Australasia 
Cup, the Champions Trophy, the 
Rothmans Trophy and in the 
Sharjah Cup. 

It is sad to see Kapil adopting 
defensive tactics right from the 
word ‘go’ in the one dayers. He 
should understand that one can 
never win by saving a couple of 
runs per over during the early 
phase of the game. One day 
cricket is not simple arithmetic. 

To win one must try to g;et some 
wickets, and therefore one must 
attack to build up the pressure on 
the batsmen. Once the pressure is 
on, the run-rate comes down 
automatically. But if the fielders 
are scattered the batsmen increase 
the score with singles and quick 
running between the wickets and 
yet Kapil has done this repeatedly 
and lost matches 

So, it is about time Kapil 
changed his attitude or we have 
disaster on the cards 
PRITHUL RAN JAN DASH. 
S4-Parganas. lo+rK 

(km^ratulatioiis, V. 

HATS ofTto Vishwanathan Anand 
for his brilliant display in the 
World Junior Chess 
Championship and for becoming 
the youngest Asian player to win 
the title. 

Anand’e sterling performapoe . 
broke .title chain of monopoly of 
European and American players 
and also set up a shining nxampln 
of victory of sports over politics. 

With this victory a new era has 
dawned on Indian Chess. 

S. HUSSAIN, 

Dibrugarh. 




SILLY pomr 


ByTrishanku | 


I T is going to be a 
fight to the flnieh," 
observed the sports 
Journalist grimly. "And 
we propose to be at the 
finish." 

“Are you referring to 
the Reliance Cup 
matches?” I asked. 
"Naturally, you will be 
at the finish. I mean, 
who else are there to 
cover the matches?” 

“This battle comes 
earlier,” said the sports 
journalist. “We are 
prepared for morchas, 
wearing of black badges 
and even fasts unto 
death.” 

“Hold it. hold it!” I 
exclaimed. “What is all 
this? Why should you do 
all this I mean, fasts, 
morchas and so on." 

“Inmgine the BCCI 
allotting just 50 seats 
for us for the semifinals, 
and 75 for the final,” 
muttered the sports 
journalist. “How are we 
going to make do with 
such an allotment?" 

“I am not familiar with 
the situation.” I said. 
“How many passes 
would you be needing?" 

The sports journalist 
did some quick 
calculations. “Listen, I 
am only mentioning the 
passes for actual 
coverage,” he said. “I 
have not included the 
passes needed by the 
editor-in-chief, chief 
reporter, sports editor 
and their family 
members.” 


Passes For 



“In-depth coverage 
does need many passes,” 
I observed. 

“And how can we 
ignore our sister 
publications?” quer»ed 
the sports journalist. 
“For instance, we 
publish a glamour 
magazine which deals 
with celebrities. Their 
staffers need to watch 
the games to study the 
sex appeal of Imran 
Khan, Viv Richards and 
CO. Oh, I forgot The 
political correspondent 
of the daily paper is a 
must You know there is 
so much politics m 
cricket these days.” 

“Right,” 1 said. 

The sports journalist 
paused to take breath. 
"Our afternoon paper 
has a separate sports 
desk.” he said “They 
will be needing a couple 
of passes, 1 guess. And 
with croi*es of rupees 
involved in the holding 
of the tournament, 
everyone will want to 
know its impact on our 
economy So we, have to 
demand two passes for 
our Economics editor.” 

“Cricket can be bullish 
or bearish," I said 

“You don’t say," 
sighed the sports 
journalist “And since it 
is Reliance which is 
conducting the 
tournament, we have to 
have our ‘Reliance 
Expert’ to study the 
implications. This 
naturally means a 


“I understand that,” I said. "Shoot” 

“Let us do it systenmtically,” said the journalist. 
"For the coverage in our daily, we need four passes. 
One for ball to ball coverage, the second for 
sidelights, the third to be stationed outside the 
players’ dressing rooms for interesting titbits and 
the fourth for interviewing the players aiul the 
captains." 

“That sounds reasonable,” I said 
“This is only the beginning,” said the journalist. 
“We are commissioning a former Test player, a 
retired foreign Test captain and an ex-umpire to 
write for us. Naturally, they have to be provided 
with passes.” 


pass for our ’Bombay Dyeing’ expert too So, count 
two more.” 

“I am losing track of numbers.” I said 

The sfiorts journalist shrugged. “A lot of 
cricketers are in and out of films,” he said. “So the 
film magazine of our group wants a couple of 
passes. And how can one ignore the sports magazine? 
They want at least three—cover story, actual 
coverage and post-mortem reports." 

“And as if this were not enough,” continued the 
sports journalist, “the chap who writes the funny 
stuff thinks he is a cricket expert. He wants a pass 
for the final and expects us to foot his hotel and 
airline bills.” 
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COVER STORY 


THE 

DUELLISTS 

ONE of the most 
permanent images 
of previous cricket 
World Cups is the 
now>mandatory 
Patrick Eagar 
photograph of ev¬ 
ery single contes¬ 
tant. Put together 
the series of three 
taken in 1975, 1979 and 1983; 
now compare the faces in those 
historic photographs with the 
1987 lineup of the best limited- 
overs cricketers in the world. The 
twelve intervening years have 
' taken their toll; 

I Yet despite the passage of years 
I and the pressures of staying at the 
top. there are some familiar faces 
that appear in each tournament 
picture. Two West Indians (Viv 
Richards and Gordon Greenidge), 
two Pakistanis (Imran Khan and 
Javed Miandad), a Sri Lankan 
(Duleep Mendis) and a solitary 
Indian (who else would that be but 
Sunil Gavaskar?).. .and should 
Richard Hadlee deign to join the 
New Zealand side for the Reliance 
Cup, we shall have a total of seven 
players who have participated in 
every World Cup. 

Staged three times on English 
turf, never was the Prudential 
Cup won by a white team. Twice 
Clive Lloyd took the trophy and 
the winner’s cheque But Lloyd’s 
dream of a World Cup hat-trick 
disappeared in the course of a 
dramatic English summer even¬ 
ing four years ago. 

This year, the captains of seven 
Test-playing nations along with 
John Traioos have not 

even seen the trophy they each 
hope to carry home in triumph. 
Battle honours will come at the 
end of one month of intensive 
cricket, after six group matchss at 
farflung cricketing shrines fol¬ 
lowed by a semiftnal at either 
Bombay or Karachi and a sellout 
final at the Eden Gardens. 

DsvM McMahon 










KAPIL DEV. NIkhani 

(Haryana) Captain, b 
Chandigarh 6 January 1959. 
Right handed batsman/Right 
arm medium fast bowler. Inti. 
Debut V Pakistan (Quetta) 
1978-79. Matches 106 Runs 
2110Avge26.70HS175*v 
Zimbabwe (Tunbridge Weils) 
1983. Century 1 Fifties 11 
Wkts130,Avge26 11. 
BB'5-43 V Australia 
(Nottingham) 1983. Catches 
36 


GAVASKAR, Sunil 

Manohar (Bombay) b 
Bombay 10 July 1949. Right 
handed batsman/occasional 
nght arm medium fast bowler 
Irtl. Debut v England (Leeds) 
1974. Matches 101 Runs 2792 
Avge 34.04 HS 92* v Australia 
(Sydney) 1985-86. Fifties ^ 
Wktsi Avge25.00BB-1-IOv 
Pakistan (Sialkot) 1978-79. 
Catches 21 


SHARMA, Qopal (Uttar 
Pradesh) b Kanpur 3 August 
1960. Right handed 
batsman/off break bowler. Inti. 
Debut V Sn Lanka (Colombo) 

1985- 86 Matches 11 Runs 11 
Avge 5.50 HS 7 V Australia 
(Ahmedabad) 1986-87. Wkts 
10 Avge 36.10BB-3-29V 
Pakistan (Hyderabad) 

1986- 87. Catch 1 

SHARMA, San|iv 
Kumar (Delhi) b Delhi 25 
August 1965. Right handed 
batsman/Right arm medium 
pacer. Yet to make Inti. Debut. 




SHASTRLRavl 
Shankar (Bombay) b 
Bombay 27 May 1962. Right 
handed batsman/slow left arm 
spinner. Inti. Debut v England 
(Ahmedabad) 1981-82. 
Matches 84 Runs 1690 Avge 
33.13 HS 102 V Australia 
(Indore) and v England 
(Cuttack) both in 1984-85. 
Centuries 2 Fifties 12 Wkts 82 
Avge 32.45 BB-4-40 v England 
(Nagpur) 1984-85. Catches 
16. 



VENGSARKAR, Dilip 
Salwant (Bombay) b Rajapur 
6 April 1956. Right handed 
batsman. Inti. Debut v New 
Zealand (Christchurch) 
1975-76. Matches 92 Runs 
2635 Avge 31.59 HS105 V 
England (Poona) 11^-85. No 
Wiwets Catches 28 


SRIKKANTFS, 
Kri^hnamachafl (Tamil 
Nadu) b Madras;^! December 
1959. Right harrded 
batsman/Right arm medium 
pacer. Inti. Debut v England 
(Ahmedabad) 1981-82. 
Matches 76 Runs 2210 Avge 
29.07 HS-123 V Pakistan 
(Calcutta) 1986-87. Centuries 
2 Fifties 15. Catches 20 


BINNY, Rogar Michael 
Humphry (Karnataka) b 
Bangalore 19 July 1955. Right 
handed batsman/Right arm 
medium pacer. Inti. Debut v 
Australia (Mplboume) m 
1960-81. Mishas 71 Ru 4^ 
629 Avge iBSSms 57V ^ 
Australia (Ahmedab^) 
1984-85. Fifties 1 Wkts 76 
Avge 29.13 BB-4-29V ^ 
Australia (Chelmsford) 1983. 
Catches 12 


SIVARAMAKRI8HNAN, 
Laxman (Tamil Nadu) b 
Madras 31 December 1965. 
Right handed batsman/Lag 
break googly bowler. Inti. 
Debut V Pakistan (Melbourne) 

1 eeA-as. Matches 12 Runs 4 
Avge 4.00 HS 2* V New 
Zealand (Perth) 1985-86. Wkts 
13 Avge 30.46 BB-3-3S V 
Pakistan (Melboume) 

1984-85. Catches 1. 























MANJREKAR, Sanfay 
VIJay (Bombay) b Mangalore 
12 July ises. Right handed 
batsman/off break bowler. Yet 
to make Inti. Debut. 


MORE, Kiran Shankar 

(Baroda)bBeroda4 
September 1962. Right 
handed batsman/Wicket 
keeper. Inti. Debut v England 
(Poona) 1984-85. Matches 11 
Runs 7 Avge 1.75 HS 2 v 
Australia (Sydney) 1985-86. 
Catches 5 Stumpings l 





SINGH, Maninder (Delhi) 
b Poona 13 June 1965. Right 
handed batsman/slow left arm 
spinner. Inti. Debut v Pakistan 
(Karachi) 1982-83. Matches 
32 Runs 25 Avge 25.00 HS 8* 

V Australia (Ahmedabad) 

1986-87. WWS 30 Avge 37.76 
BB-4'22 V Pakistan (Sharjah) 
1986-87. Catches 13 
SIDHU.NavJot Singh 
(Punjab) b Patiala 20 October 
1963. Right handed batsman. 
Yet to make Inti. Debut 
QAYYUM, Abdul Khalld 
(Hyderabad), Left handed 
batsman/slow left arm spinner. 
Yet to make Inti. Debut. 


PANDIT, Chamlrakant 
SHtaram (Bombay) b Bombay 
30 September 1961 Right 
handed 

batsmanAWicketkeeper Inti. 
Debut V New Zealand 
(Sharjah) 1985-86. Matches 
21 Runs 166 Avge 20.75 HS 
33* V New Zealand (Shariah) 
1985-86. Catches 9 
Stumpings 8 


SHARMA, AJay (Delhi) b 
Delhi 3 Apnl 1964. Right 
handed batsman/siow left arm 
spinner. Yet to make Inti. 
Debut. 


SHARMA, Chatan 
Jagatram (Haryana) b 
Ludhiana 3 January 1966. 
Right handed batsman/RIght 
arm fast medium bowler. Inti. 
Debut V West Indies 
(Jamshedpur) 1983-84. 
Matches 37 Runs 230 Avge 
23.00 HS 38* V New Zealand 
(Launceston) 1985-86. 
Catches 4 




PILLAI,Bha8kar (Delhi) 
b 27 February 1963. Right 
handed batsman. Yet to make 
Inti. Debut. 


YAOAV, Nandlal 
ShMal (Hyderabad) b 
Hyderabad 26 January 1957. 
Right handed batsma^gjf. . 
break bowler Inti. Ddbut V 
New^S^larlti (Brisbane) 

1985- 86. Matches 7 Runs 1 
Avge-HS 1 Wkts 8 Avge 28.50 
BB-2-1 8 V Sri Lanka (Gauhati) 

1986- 87.>Catches 1 
YAOAV, Raimh 




February 1965. Right handed 
batsman/RIght arm medium 
pacer. Yet to make Inti. Debut. 


PRABHAKAR, ManoJ 

(Delhi) b Qhaziabad 15 April 
1963. Right handed 
batsman/RigIrt arm medium 
pacer. Inti. Debut v Sri Lanka 
(Sharjah) 1984. Matches 13 
Runs 173 Avge 43.25 HS 106 
v Pakistan (Jamshedpur) 

1986-87. Wkts 5 Avge 65.60 
BB-2-16 v Sri Lanka (Sharjah) 
1983-84. Catches 4 


9 



























VISWANATH, 
Sadanand (Karnataka) b 
Bangalore 29 November 1962 
Right handed 

batsman/Wicketkeeper Inti 
Debut V England (Bangalore) 
1984-05 Matches 20 Runs M 
Avge 10 66 HS 23* v England 
(Nagpur) 1984 85 Catches 16 
Stumpings 6 

LAL, Arun (Bengal) b 
Moradabad 1 August 1955 
Right handed batsman Inti 
Debut V England (Cuttack) 
1981 82 Matches 6 Runs J1 
Avge 6 20 HS 16 V Pakistan 
(Karachi) 1982 83 Catch 1 

KULKARNi, Rajiv 
Ramesh (Bombay) b 
Bombay 25 September 1 962 
Right handed batsman/Right 
arm fast medium bowler Inf 
Debut V West Indies 
(Guwahati) 1983-84 Match* 
8 Runs 32 Avge 10 66 HS 15 v 
Pakistan (Poona) 1986-87 
Wkts 10 Avge 31 90BB-3-43v 
Sri Lanka (Delhi) 1986-87 
Catches 2 


AZHARUODIN, 
Mohammad (Hyderabad) b 
Hyderabad 8 February 1963 
Right handed batsman/Right 
arm medium pacer Inti Debut 
v England (Bangalore) 

1984-85 Matches 54 Runs 
1316 Avge 33 74 HS 108* v Sn 
Lanka (Bombay) 1986-87 
Century 1 Fifties 5 Wkts 6 
Avge46 83BB-2-26v 
Australia (Sydney) 1985-86 
Catches 26 



AUSTRALIA 



BORDER, Allan RolNMrt. 

Captain (Queensland) b Cre- 
mome, Sydney 27 July, 1955 
Lefttiand^ batsman/slow (eft 
arm spinner. Inti. Debut v Eng¬ 
land (Sydney) 1978-79. 
Matches 152 Runs 3952 Avge 
32.39 HS. 127* v West Indies 
(Sydney) 1984-85 Centuries 3 
Wkts 23 Avge 35.39 BB 3-21 v 
England (Sharjah) 1984-85 
Catches S£ 


BOON, David Claranca 

Tasmania) b. Launceston 29 
December, 1960. Right hand- 
id balsman/Right arm medium 
laoer. InU. Debut v West In- 
lies (Melbourne) 1983-84 
itatches 40 Runs 1280 Avge 
)3.66 H8 111 V India (Jaipur) 
1986-87 Centuries 1 No Wiek- 
its Catches 8. 


MAY, Timothy Brian 
Alaxandar (South Australia) 
b North Adelaide 26 January, 
1962. Right handed batsman/ 
off break bowler, Yet to make 
InU debut. 

MOODY, Thomas Mas- 

aon Western Australia) b 
Adelaide 2 October, 1965. 
Right handed batsman/right 
arm medium pace. Yet to 
make inti debut. 

SLEEP, Pater Raymond 

(South Australia) b Penda 4 
May 1957, Right handed bats¬ 
man/lag break, Googly bowler. 
Yet to make international 
debut. 



WAUGH, Stephan Ro¬ 
ger (New South Wales) b 
Canterbury 2 June 1965, Right 
handed batsman/right arm 
medium pacer. Inti debut v 
New Zealand (Melbourne) 
1986-67, Matches 39, Runs 
9^, Avge 34.37. HS v 
England (Adelaide) 1M6-67. 
Fifties 8. Wkts 41, Avge 29.87, 
BB 4-68 V Pakistan (Perth) 
1986-67, Catches 6. 




JONES, Ddhn Mervyn 

(Victoria) b Coburg 24 March, 
1961 R^ht handed batsman/ 
Right arm medium pacer. Inti. 
Debut V Pakistan (Adelaide) 
1983-64 Matches 45 Runs 
1424 Avge 40.68 HS 121 v 
Pakistan (Perth) 1986-87 Cen¬ 
turies 3 Fifties 7 Catches 11 
TAYLOR, Peter Uwr- 
ence (New South Wales) b 
North Sydney 22 August, 
1956, Left handed batsman/ 
right arm off break bowler. Inti 
debut V England (Brisbane) 
1986-87, Matches 12, Runs 
26, Avge 6.50, HS 14* v Eng¬ 
land (Sharjah) 1986-87 Wkts 
13, Avge 31.46 BB 3-29 v 
England (Adelaide) 1986-87 
Catches 5. 


VELETTA, Michael 
Robert John (West Austra¬ 
lia) b Subtaco 30 October 
1M3, Right-handed batsman, 
inti debut v Pakistan (Sharjah) 
1986-87, Matches 2, Runs 5 
Average 2.50 HS v India 
(Sharjah) 1986-87, No catches 

ZESERS, Andris Karlis 

(South Australia) b Medindie 
11 March 1967, Right handed 
batsman/right arm fast' 
medium bowler. Yet to make 
Intemationat debut. 





DYER, Gregory 
Charles (New South Wales) 
b Parramatta 16 March, 1959. 
Righthanded batsman/wicket 
keeper Inti. Debut v India (De¬ 
lhi) 1986-87 Matches 4 Runs 
51 Avge 51.00 HS 45* v India 
(Delhi 1966-87 Catches 2 


MARSH, Geoffrey 
Robert (Western Australia) b 
Northern 31 December 1958. 
RtjM^t handSd batsman. Match¬ 
es 37, Runs 1179, Avge 31.86, 
HS 125 V India (Sydney) 1985- 
86 Centuries 2, Fifties 4 Catch¬ 
es 12 



























REID, Bruce Anthony 

(West Australia) b Osborne 
Park, 14 March 1963, Left 
handed batsman/left arm fast 
medium bowler. Inti debt v 
New Zealand (Melbourne) 
1985^6, Matches 33, Runs 
35, Avge 3.88, HS 10 vs Eng¬ 
land (Perth) 1986-87, Wkts 42, 
Avge 29.90, BB 5-53 v India 
(Adelaide), 1985-86, Catches 
1 . 




MCDERMOTT, Craig 
John (Queensland) b Ipswich 
14 April, 1965. Right handed 
batsman/Right arm Fast bow¬ 
ler. Inti. Debut v West Indies 
(Melbourne) 1984-85. Match¬ 
es 39 Runs 157 Avge 9.23 HS 
37 V New Zealand (Christ¬ 
church) 1985-86 Wkts 44 Avge 
36.50 BB 3-20 v India (Ade¬ 
laide) 1985-66 Catches 9 

O'DONNEL, SIMON 
PATRICK (Victoria) b Deniii- 
quin 26 January 1963. Right 
handed batsman/right arm fast 
medium bowler Inti bebut v 
West Indies (Melbourne) 

1984-85, Matches 37, Runs 
552, Avge 24.00 HS U\ 
Pakistan (Melbourne) 1984- 
85, Fifties 4, Wkts 43, Avge 
32.69, BB v West Indies (Syd¬ 
ney) 1986-87 Catches 11. 



WEST INDIES 


HOOPER, Carl 
Llawailyn (Guyana) b 15 De¬ 
cember 19^, Right handed 
batsman/righl arm offbceak 
bowler. Inti bebut v New lea- 
land (Dunedin) 1986%7, 
Matches 3, Runs 58, Avge 
29.00, HS 48 V New Zealand 
(Dunedin) 1986-87, Wkts 3, 
Avge 16.66, BB 3-27 v New 
Zealand (Christchurch) 1986- 
87, Catches 2. 

GRAY, Anthony Hollis 

(Trinidad) b Port of Spam 23 
May 1963, Right handed bats- 
man/hght arm fast bowler, Inti 
debut V Pakistan (Sharjah) 

1985-86, Matches 19, Runs 
43, Avge 10.75, HS 10* v 
Australia (Perth) 1986-87, 
Wkts 31, Avge 17.45, BBj4-36 
V Pakistan (Multan) 1966-87, 
Catches 4. 


WALSH, Courtney 
Andrew (Jamaica) b Kings¬ 
ton 30 October, 1962, Right 
handed batsman/right arm fast 
bowler. Inti debut v Sn Lanka 
Hobart) 1984-85, matches 34, 
Runs 27, Avge 5.40, HS 7* v 
New Zealand (Dunedin) 1986- 
87 Wkts 43, Avge 26.34, BB 
5-1 V Sri Lanka (Sharjah) 

1986-87, Catches 4. 


LOGIE, Augustine Lawr¬ 
ence "Gus” (Trinidad) b 
Sobo, La Brea, Trinidad 28, 
September 1960, Right hand¬ 
ed batsman/off break bowler 
Inti debut v Pakistan (Perth) 
1981-82, Matches 68, Runs 
1199, Avge 37.46, HS 88 v 
Australia (Melbourne) 1984- 
85, No wickets. Catches 32. 

BAPTISTE, Eldine 
Ashworth Elderfleld (Lee¬ 
ward Islands) b Liberta, Anti¬ 
gua 12 March, 1960, Right 
hande batsman/right arm fast 
medium bowler. Inti debut v 
India (Srinagar) 1983-84, 
Matches 29, Runs 119, Avge 
14.87, HS 28* V Australia (Mel¬ 
bourne) 1983-84, Wkts 27, 
Avge 36.62, BB 2-10 v Austra¬ 
lia (Sydney) 1983-84, Catches 
4. 




RICHARDSON, Richard 
Benjamin (Leeward Islands) 
b Five Islands, Antigua, 12 
January, 1962, Right handed 
batsman/right arm medium 
pacer, inti debut v India 
(Gauhati) 1983-84, Matches 
67, Runs 1832, Avge 33.30, 
HS 109 V Sn Lanka (Sharjah) 
1986-87, Wkt 1, BB 1-4 V Pak 
(Hyderabad. Sind) 1986-87 
Catches 22 



DUJON, Peter Jeffrey 
Leroy (Jamaica) b Kingston 
28 May 1956, Right handed 
batsman/wicket keeper, Inti 
debut V Pakistan (Adelaide) 
1981-82, Matches 100, Runs 
1107 Avge 26.35, HS 82* v 
Australia (Melbourne) 1984- 
85, Fifties 4, Catches 117 
Stumpings 13. 































SRI LANKA 



OREENIDGE, Cuthbert> 
•on Gordon (Barbados) b 
Black Bass, Barbados 1 May, 
1951, Right handed batsman/ 
right arm medium pacer. Inti 
debut V Pakistan (Birmingham) 
1975, Matches 87, Runs 3652, 
Avge 46.22, HS 133* vs New 
Zealand (Chnstchurch) 1986-. 
87, Centuries 9, Wkts 1. Avge 
45.00, BB 1-21 V England 
(Leeds), 1980^ Catches, 31. 

!-1 

\ 



HAYNES, Dosmond 

Leo (Barbados) b Holders 
Hill, St. James Barbados, 15 
February, 1956, Right handed 
batsman/legbreak Googly 
bowler. Inti debut v Australia 
(St. John's) 1977-78, Matches 
122, Runs 4329, Avge 41.22, 
HS 148 V Australia (St. John’s) 
1977-78, Centuries 8, No wick¬ 
ets, Catches 30. 

BEST Carlisto Alonza 

(Barbados) b Barbados 14 
May 1959, Right handed bats- 
mbn/right arm medium pacer 
or off break bowler. Inti debut v 
England (Port of Spain) 1985- 
86, Matches 1, Runs 10, Avge 
10.00, HS 10 V England (Port 
of Spain) 1985-86, Catches nU. 





HARPER, Roger 
Andrew (Guyana) b George¬ 
town 17 March 1963, Right 
handed batsman/right arm 
off^^break bowler. Inti debut v 
Ini^ (Srinagar) 1983-84, 
Matches 48, Runs 286, Avge 
19.06, HS 45* V New Zealand 
(St John's) 1984-85, Wkts 49, 
Avge 33.61, BB 3-34 v India 
(Snnagar) 1983-84, Catches 
19. 

DAVIS, Winston Waiter 

(Windward Islands) b 
Kingstown, St. Vincent 18 
September 1958, Right 
hand batsman/right arm 
fast bowler. Inti debut v 
India (Berbice) 1982-83, 
Matches 32, Runs 18, 
Avge 18.00, HS 8* v Au¬ 
stralia (Sydeny) 1984-85, 
Wkts 36, Avge 31.63, BB 
7-51 V Australia (Leeds) 
1983—-the best ever bowl¬ 
ing performance in a li¬ 
mited over International, 
Catches 1 

BENJAMIN Winston 
Keithroy Mathew (Leeward 
Islands) b All Saints, Antigua 
31 December 1964, Right 
handed batsman/right arm fast 
bowler. Inti debut v Pakistan 
(Peshawar) 1986-87, Matches 
11, Runs 23, Avge 3.83, HS 8 
v Australia (Sydney) 1986-87, 
Wkts 12, Avge 25.91, BB 3-21 
V Pakistan (Gujrawala) 1986- 
87, Catches 4 

PATTERSON, Balfour 
Patrick (Jamaica) b Portland 
15 September, 1961, right 
handed batsman/right arm fast 
bowler. Inti debut v England 
(Kingston) 1985-86, Matches 
9, Runs 0, Wkts 9, Avge 33.66, 
BB 2-17 V England (Kingston) 
1985-86, Catches 2. 



MENOIS, Louis Rohan 
Ouieep. Captain b. Moratuwa 
25 August, 1952 Right hand 
batsman/Right arm medium 
pacer Inti Debut v West Indies 
(Manchester) 1975. Matches 
66, Runs 1229 Avge 22.34 HS 
80 V Australia (Sydney) 

1984-85 Fifties 5 Catches 14. 



DIAS, Roy Luke, b 

Colombo 18 October, 1952. 
Right handed batsman. Inti, 
debut V New Zealand 
(Nottingham) 1979 Matches 
56 Runs 1486 Avge 31.00 HS 
121 V India (Bangalore) 

1982-83 Centuries 2, Fifties 
10. Wkts. 3 Avge 23.33 BB 
3-25 V Australia (Melbourne) 
1984-85. 


RANASINGHE, 

Slrlfliewan Keerthl. b. 

Ceylon 4 July, 1962. Left 
handed batsman/Right arm 
medium pacer. Inti, debut v 
Pakistan (Kandy) 1985-86 
Matches 4 Runs 55 Avge 
18.33 HS 41V Pakistan 
(Kandy) 1985-86 Wkts 3 Avge 
32.(X} BB 1 -28 V Pakistan 
(Colombo) 1985-86 Catches 1. 

TILLEKERATNE, Heshan 
Prasantha. b. Colombo 14 
July, 1967. Left handed 
dbtsman/Off break bowler. Inti 
debut V India (Sharjah) 
1986-87. Matches 3 Runs 39 
HS 19 V Pakistan (Sharjah) 

1986-87. Matches 3 Runs 39 
HS 19 V Pakistan (Shaijah) 
1986-87 Catch 1. 



RANATUNGAArJunab. 

Colombo 1 Decembw, 1963. 
Left handed batsman/Right 
arm medium pacer Inti, debut v 
England (Colombo) 1981-82 
Matches 50 Runs 1046 Avge 
27.57 HS74‘v Pakistan 
(Colombo) 1985-86 Wkts. 38 
Avge 36.07 BB 4-14 v India 
(Kanpur) 1986-87 Catches 10. 

ANURASIRi Sangarange 
‘Don*, b. Panadura25 
February, 1966. Right handed 
batsman/Slow left arm 
spinner. Inti debut v Pakistan 
(Kandy) 1965-86 Matches 11 
Runs 11 Avege 5.50 HS 5 v 
Pakistan (Colombo) 1985-86 
Wkts. 9 Avge 27.66 BB 3-40 v 
India (Sharjah) 1985-66. 
Catches 3. 





















MAHANAMA. Roshan 

Slrlwardena b Colombo 31 
May, 1966 flight handed 
batsman. Inti, debut v Pakistan 
(Kandy) 1985-86 Matches 13 
fluns 279 Avge 25.36 HS 98 v 
India (Bombay) 1986-87 
Catches 9. 



RATNAYAKE, Rumeah 
Joseph b Colombo 2 
January 1964. flight handed 
batsman/flight arm fast 
medium bowler. Inti, debut v 
India (Bangalore) 1982-83 
Matches 42 fluns 298 Avge 
15.68 HS 28' V India (Bombay) 
1986-87 Wkts 51 Avge 34.64 
BB 4-37 V Australia 
(Melbourne) 1984-85. 

DE ALWIS, Ronald Guy b 

Colombo 15 February 1959, 
Right handed 

batsman/Wicket-keeper. Inti. 
Debut V New Zealand 
(Dunedin) 1982-83. Matches 
22 Runs 283 Avge 21.77 HS 
59* v Pakistan (Swansea) 
1983. Fifties 2. Catches 20 
StumpingsZ. 


RAMANAYAKE Campaka 
Priyadarshana b. Colombo 
8 January, 1965. flight handed 
batsman/Left arm fast medium 
bowler. Inti, debut v Pakistan 
;Moratuwa) 1985-86 Matches 
3 fluns 0 Wkts 3 Avge 21.66 
BB 3-25 v Pakistan 
(Moratuwa) 1985-86 Catch 1. 



SILVA Sampathwaduge 
Amalflohithab Moratuwa 12 
December, 1960 Left handed 
batsman/Wicket keeper 
Matches 20 fluns 441 Avge 
22.05 HS 85 V West indies 
(Perth) 1984-85 Catches 17 
Stumping 3. 



DE SILVA. Plnnaduwage 
Aravinda. b. Colombo 17 
Octooer 1965. Right handed 
batsman/flight arm medium 
pacer. Inti, debut v New 
Zealand (Moratuwa) 1983-64. 
Matches 36 fluns 690 Avge 
23.00 HS 86 V Pakistan 
(Quiranwale) 1985-86 Fifties 6 
Catches 12. No wickets. 



RATNAYEKE. Joseph 
Ravindran b. Cobmbo 2 
May, 1960. Left handed 
batsman/flight arm fast 
medium bowler. Inti debut v 
Pakistan (Karachi) 1981-82 
Matches 42 Runs 379 Avge 
16.48 HS 50 V West Indies 
(Melbourne) 1984-85 Wkts 26 
Avge 49.80 BB 3-12 V India 
(Kanpur) 1986-87 

KALUPERUMA, Sanath 
Mohan Silva, b. Colombo 22 
October 1961. Right handed 
batsman/Off Break bowler Yet 
to make Inti debut. 

KURUPPURACHCHI Ajith 

Kosala b. Colombo i 
November 1964 Right handed 
batsman/Right arm medium 
pacer Yet to make 
International debut. 

JEGANATHAN, 
Sridharanb Colombo 1l 
July 1951. Right handed 
Batsman. Inti, debut v New 
Zealand (Auckland) 1982-83. 
Matches 1 Did not bat. No 
wickets. 

KURUPPU, Don Sardha 
Brandon Priyantha b. 

Colombo 5 January, 1962 
flight handed batsman/'Wicket 
Keeper. Inti, debut v Australia 
(Colombo) 1982-83 Matches 
23 fluns 396 Avge 20.21 HS 
72 v Pakistan (Swansea) 

1983. Catches 2. 

SAMARASEKEERA, 
Maltipage Athula Rohitha 

b. Colombo 5 August, 1961. 
flight hand batsman/flighi ann 
medium pacer. Inti, debut v 
Pakistan (Swansea) 1983. 
Matches 3, fluns 10, Avge 
3 33 HS 5 V New Zealand 
(Derby) 1983. No wickets. 
Catch 1. 


JOHN, Vtnothen Bede 
Jeyarajasingham. b. 

Colombo 27 May 1960. Right 
handed batsman/flight arm 
fast medium bowler. Inti, debut 

V Inida (Amritsar) 1982-83. 
Matches 39 Runs 73 Avge 
7.30 HS 15 V England (Leeds) 
1983 Wkts. 33 Avge 43.21 BB 
3-28 v New Zealand (Dunedin) 
1982-83 Catches 4 

LABROOY Graeme b. 

Colombo 7 June. 1964 Right 
handed batsman/flight arm 
fast medium bowler Inti, debut 

V India (Sharjah) 1986-87. 
Matches 6 Runs 16 Avge 5 33 
HS 12 V India (Baroda) 

1986-87 Wkts. 10 Avge 27 00 
BB 5-57 V India (Baroda) 
1986-87. 

MAOUGALLE Ranjan 
Senerathb Kandy 22 April 
1959, Right handed batsmen 
mil debut v India (Manchester) 
1979 Matches 45 Runs 708 
Avge 20 22 HS 73 v Pakistan 
(Lahore) 1985-86 FiHies 3 
Cathces 12 



DE MEL, Ashantha 
Lakdasa Francis, b 

Colombo 9 May. 1959 Right 
handed batsman/Right arm 
fast medium bowler. Inti, debut 
V England (Colombo) 1981-82 
Matches 54 Runs 466 Avge 
15.53 HS 36 V Pakistan 
(Peshawar) 1985-86 Wkts. 59 
Avge 34 77 BB 5-32 V New 
Zealand (Derby) 1983 Catches 
13. 

GURUSINHA.Asanka 
Pradaep. b, Colombo 16 
September 1966. Left handed 
batsman/Wicket keeper and 
Right arm medium pacer. Inti, 
debut v Pakistan (Hyderabad, 
Sind) 1985-86. Matches 14 
fluns 390 Avge 30.00 HS 68 v 
India (Sharjah) 1985-86. 

Fifties 3. Catches 5. 

















ZIMBABWE 
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TRAICOS, Athanasios Jonn. 
Captain, b. Zagazig, Edypt 17 
May, 1947. Right handed 
bateman/Off Break bowler 
Inti, debut v Australia 

S Nottingham) 19B3. Matches 6 
uns 25 Avge. 8.33 H.S. 19 v 
Australia (Southampton) 1983. 
Wkts. 4 Avge 50.50 BB 2-28 v 
Australia (Southampton) 1983. 
He appeared in 3 Test 
matches for South Africa 
against Australia in 1969-70. 

ARNOTT, Kevin. Age 21 

years. Right handed batsman. 
Vet to make International 
debut. He was a consistent 
scorer against the touring 
Pakistan 'B' team in 1986-87. 



SHAH, All Hassimshah. b 
Salisbury 7 August, 1959 Left 
handed balsman/Right arm 
ni^ium pacer Inti, disbut v 
Australia (Nottingham) 1983 
Matches 3, Runs 26, Avge 
8.66 HS16 V Australia 
(Nottingham) 1983. 

WALLER, Andrew 

Christopher b. Salisbury 25 
September, 1959. Right 
handed batsman yet to make 
International debut. 

BRANDES, Eddo Andre, b. 
Port Shepstone. South A»hca 5 
March, 1963. Right handed 
batsman/Right arm fast 
medium bowler. Yet to make 
International debut. 

BROWN, Robin David b 
Gatooma 11 March, 1951. 

Right hand batsman/viricket 
keeper. Inti, debut v India I 

(Uecester) 1983. Matches 4 i 
Runs 93 Avge. 23.25 HS 38 v i 
Australia (Southampton) I 

1983 


PYCROFT, Andrew John, 
b Salisbury 6 June, 1956. 

Right hand batsman. Inti, 
debut V Australia (Nottingham) 

1983 Matches 6 Runs 71 Avge 
11.83 HS 21 V Australia 
(Nottingham) 1983. Catches 3. 

DUERS, Kevin Gary, b 
Lusaka, Zambia 30 June. 1960 
Right handed batsman/Right 
arm fast medium bowler yet to 
make Inti debut 

HOUGHTON, David Laud, 
b. Salisbury 23 June, 1957 
Right handed balsman/Wicket 
keeper. Inti, debut v Australia 
(Nottingham) 1983. Matches 6 
Runs 176 Avge. 29.33 HS 84 v 
Australia (Southampton) 1983 
Catches 7. 

MEMAN, Mohammed Ahmed 
‘Babu* b Lundazi. Northern 
Rhodesia26 June, 1962 Right 
hand batsman/off break 
bowler. Yet to make 
International debut. 

PATERSON Grant Andrew, 
b Salisbury 9 June, 1960 Right 
hand batsman. Inti, debut v 
Australia (Nottingham) 1983. 
Matches 6 Runs 99 Avge 
16.50 HS 27 v Australia 
(Nottingham) 1983 No 
catches. 

RAWSON, Peter Walter 
Edward, b Salisbury 25 May, 
1957. Right handed 
batsman/Right arm fast 
medium bowler. Inti, debut v 
Australia (Nottingham) 1983 
Matches 6 Runs 24 Avge 8.00 
HS. 19 v West Indies 
(Birmingham) 1983 wkts. 8 
Avge 29.87 BB 3-47 v India 
(Tunbndge Welts) 1983 
catches 2. 
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IMRAN KHAN Niazi captain 
b. Lahore 25 November 1j^2. 
Right handed batsman/Ruht 
arm fast bowler. Inti. Debw v 
England (Nottingham) 197^. 
Matches 95 runs 1638 Avga 
29.78 HS102* V Sri Lanka 
(Leeds) 1983 Century 1 Fifties 
4wkts. 100Avge23.20bb 
6-14 V India (Sharjah) 1984-85 
catches 25 


MUOASSAR NAZAR b. 

Lahore 6 April 1956. Right 
handed batsman/Right arm 
medium pacer Inti. Debut v 
England (Sahiwal) 1977-78. 
Matches 106 Runs 2321 Avge 
25.50 HS. 95 v Australia 
(Sharjah) 1985-86 Wkts. 101 
Avge 28.55 BB 5-28 v West 
Indies (Melbourne) 1984-85 
Catches 18. 






JAVEDMIANDADb. 

Karachi 12 June 1957. Right 
handed batsman/Lm break 
googly bowler. Inti. Debut v 
west Indies (Birmingham) 

1975. Matches 120 Runs 3966 
Avge 45.06 HS. 119* V India 
(Lahore) 1982-83 Wkts. 5 
Avge 41.80 bb 2-22 v Sii 
Lanka (Nottingham) 1975. 
Catches 42 stumping 1. 

SAJJAD AKBAR b. Uhore 
1 March, 1961. Right handed 
batsman/off break bowler. Yet 
to make intematlonat debut. 
SHAUKATMIRZAb. 
Karachi 5 June, 1959 Right 
handed batsman. Yet to make 
International debut. 



SALEEM MAUK b. Lahore 
16 April, 1963. Right handed 
batsman/Leg break 
bowler/Right arm medium 
pacer. IntL debut v West Indies 
(Sydney) 1981-82 Matches 54 
Runs 893 Avge 24.13. HS 84 v 
India (Hyderabad) 1986-87 
Fifties 4 Wkts. 1 Avge 106 BB 
1-34 V New Zealand 
(Hamilton) 1984-85. Catches 
23. 

ASIF MUJTABA b. Karachi 
4 November 1%7. Left 
handed batsman/slow left arm 
spinner. Inti. Debut v West 
Indies (Gujranwala) 1986-87. 
Matches 6 runs 78 avge 19.50 
HS 60* V Australia (Perth) 
1986-87 

















WASIM AKRAM b. Lahore 7 
September, 1966 Left handed 
batsmanyLeft arm fast bowler. 
Inti, debut v New Zealand 
(Faisalabad) 1984-85 Matches 
47 Runs 180 Avge 10.00 HS 
48* V India (Nagpur) 1986-87 
wkts. 61 Avge 22.85 BB 5-21 v 
Australia (Melbourne) 1984-85 
Catches 7. 


ABDUL QADIR b. Lahore 
15 September 1955. Right 
handed batsman/leg break 
googly bowler. Inti. Debut v 
New Zealand (Birmingham) 
1983. Matches 52 runs 383 
Avge 16.65 HS 41 * v New 
Zealand (Birmingham) 1983 
wkts. 77 Avge 22.42 bb 5-44 v 
Sri Lanka (Leeds) 1983 

MANZOOR ELAHI b 

Sahiwal 15 April 1963. Right 
handed batsman/Right arm 
fast medium bowler. Inti. 

Debut V India (Quetta) 
1884-85. Matches 36 Runs 
539 Avge 24.50 HS. 50* v 
India (Shariah) 1986-87 Wkts. 
18 Avge. 40.44 BB 3-22 v Sri 
Lanka (Colombo) 1985-86. 
Catches 13. 




IQBAL QASIM b. Karachi 6 
Aimust 1953. Left handed 
b^man/Slow left arm 
spinner. Inti. Debut v England 
(SiSfkot) 1977-78. Matches 14 
Ru$s 39 Avge 6.50 HS. 13 v 
E^land (Manchester) 1982 
w^ 9 Avge 54.11 bb 2-16 v 
England (Sialkol) 1977-78 
catches 3. 


^^KiaiPis 



SALEEMJAFFARb. 

Karachi 19 November, 1962 
Right handed batsman/Left 
arm fast medium bowler. Inti, 
debut V West Indies 
(Peshawar) 1986-87. Matches 
19 Runs 14 Avge 14.00 HS 3* 
Wkts. 20 Avge 32.45 BB 3-25 
V India (Poona) 1986-87 
Catches 4. 

MOHSINKAMALb 

Lyallpur 16 June, 1983. Right 
handed batsman/Right arm 
fast bowler. Inti, debut v New 
Zealand (Sialkot) 1984-85 
Matches 15 Runs 21 Avge 
21.00 HS 11 * V England 
(Birmlnghai^ 1987 Wkts. 20 
Avge 28.55 SB 4-47 v New 
Zealand (Colombo) 1985-86 
Catches 3. 


MAZFAQIHb. Karachi 24 
March 1856. Right handed 
batsman/Off Break bowler. 

Inti. Debut v West Indies 
(Uhoie) 1980-81. Matches 24 
Runs 191 Avae 11.83 HS. 42* 




Wkts 12 Avge 63.33 BB 4-43 v 
Australia (Adelaide) 1983-84 
UAZ AHMED b. Sialkot 20 
September 1968. Right 
handed batsman/Slow left arm 
spinner, inti. Debut v West 
Indies (Sialkot) 1986-87. 
Matches 14 Runs 203 Avge 
16.91 HS 72 V India 
(Jamshedpur) 1986-87 



SALEEM YOUSUFb. 

Karachi 7 December, 1959 
Right handed 

batsman/Wicketkeeper. Inti. 
Debut V Sri Lanka (Karachi) 
1981-82 Matches 34 Runs 142 
Avge 12.90 HS 31 v Australia 
(Perth) 1986-87 Catches 28 
Stumpings 8 



RAMEEZ RAJA b. Lyallpur 
14 July, 1962 Right handed 
batsman/Leg break bowler. 
Inti. Debut v New Zealand 
(Christchurch) 1984-85. 
Matches 53 Runs 1364 Avge 
27.83 HS 75 v New Zealand 
(Christchurch) 1984-85 Fifties 
6 Catches 7 



AZEEM HAFEZ b. Jhelum 
29 July 1963. Left handed 
batsman/Left arm fast 
medium. Inti. Debut v India 
(Hyderabad) 1963-84. 
Matches 15 runs 46 Avge 
15.33 HS 15 V New Zealand 
(Napier) 1984-85 wkts. 15 
avge 39.06 bb 4-22 v West 
Indies (Melbourne) 1983-84 
catches 3 

ZAHOOR ELAHI b. Sahwal 
4 October 1959. Right handed 
batsman/Right arm fast 
medium bowler Yet to make 
International debut. 
ZULQARNAIN b. Lahore 25 
May, 1962. Right handed 
batsman.YVicketkeeper. Inti. 
Debut V West Indies 
(Rawalpindi) 1985-86 Matches 
12 Runs 16 Avge 16.00 HS. 

11 * V Sri Lanka (Colombo) 
1985-86. Catches 17 
Stumpings 2 

AMEER, AKBAR , Babar b 
Lahore 18 April 1964. Right 
handed batsman/right arm fast 
medium bowler. Yet to make 
Inti. Debut 

SHOAIB MOHAMMED b 

Karachi 8 January, 1961. Right 
handed batsman/Off break 
bowler. Inti. Debut v New 
Zealand (Faisalabad) 1984-85 
Matches 20 Runs 393 Avge 
23 11 Hs72*vSriUnka 
(Peshawar) 1985-86 Fifties 3 
Wkts. 10 Avge 29.20 BB 3-20 
V England (Sharjah) 1984-85 
Catches 8. 

TAUSEEF AHMED b 

Karachi lOMay, 1960. Right 
handed batsman/Off break 
bowler. Inti, debut v Sri Lanka 
(Karachi) 1981 -82 Matches 40 
Runs 54 Avge 18.00 Hs 27* v 
New Zealand (Sialkot) 

1984-85 Wkts. 36 Avge 31 75 
BB 4-38 V New Zealand 
(Sialkot) 1984-85 
WAHEEDNIAZIb 
Sargodha 10 January, 1961 
Right handed batsman'Right 
arm fast medium bowler yet to 
make international debut. 
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GATTINQ, Michael 
Wiillam (MiddleMx) Captain, 
b Kingabury 6 June. 1957. 
Right hand batsman/RtghI arm 
medium pacer. Inti. Debut v 
Pakistan (Sahiwat) 1977-78 
Matches 63 Runs 1241 Avge. 
26.97 HS. 115‘ V India (Poona) 
1984-85 Century 1 Fifties 4 
Wkts 1 1 Avge 32.54 BB 3-32 y 
Pakistan (Karachi) 1983-84 
Catches IS. 




pacer. Inti. Debut v Australia 
(The Oval) 1980. Matches 20, 
Runs 607 Atige 31.94 HS 142’ 
V New Zealand (Manchester) 

1986 Centuries 2 Fifties 2 
Catches 10. 

Ollley,GrahemRoy 

(Worcestershire) b. Dartford 
18 May 1959. Left handed 
batsman/Right arm fast 
bowler. Inti, debut v West 



Downton, Pnil Rupert 

(Micldleaex) b. Famborough 4 
April, 1957. Right handed 
batsman/Wicket Keeper inti, 
debut V Pakistan (Saniwal) 
1977-78. Matches 17 Runs 
193 Avge 19.30 HS 44' v India 
(Cuttack) 1984-85 Catches 12 
Slumpings2. 

ATHEY, Oharlas William 
Jeffrey (Gloucestershire) b 
Middlesborough 27 
September 1 ^7 Right handed 
batsman/Right arm medium 


Indies (Sydney) 1979-80 
Matches 34 Runs 114 Avge 
11.40 H.S. 31' V Nw Zewand 
(The Oval) 1983 Wkts. 45 
Avge 26.26 BB 4-23 v West 


indies (Brisbane) 1986-87 
Catches 4. 

OEFREiTA9,Phliip 
Anthony Jaeon 

(Llecestershire) b. Scotts 
Head, Dominica, 18 February, 
1966. Right hSHided 
batsman/Right arm fast 
medium bowler. Inti, debut v 
Australia (Perth) 1986-87. 
Matches 19 Runs 1^ Avge 
18.28 HS 33 V Pakistan 
(Birmingham) Wkts. 25 Avge 



24.88 BB 4-35 v Australia 
(Adelaide) 1986-87 Catches 7. 




CAPEL, David John 

(Northamptonshire) b. 
Northampton 6 February, 
1963. Right handed 
batsman/Right arm medium 
pacer. Inti, debut v India 
(Sharjah) 1986-87. Matches 3 
Runs 27 Avge 9.00 HS 17 v 
Australia (Sharjah) 1986-87 
Wkts. 4 Avge 27.75 BB 3-38 v 
Pakistan (Sharjah) 1986-87. 
Catches 2. 



.'j 


BAILEY, Robert John 

(Northamptonshire) b Biddulph 
28 October, 1963. Right 
handed Batsman/off bteak 
bowler. Inti, debut v Pakistan 
(Sharjah) 1984-85 Matches 2 
Runs 52 Avge 52 HS 41' v 
Pakistwr (Sharjah) 1984-85 
Catches 1 iNo wickets. 



WILLEY. Peter 




December 1949. Right harxfed 
batsman/off break lx»Mer. Inti 
debut V Australia (Manchester) 
1977. Matches 26 Runs 538 
Avge 23.39 HS 64 v Australia 
(Sydney) 1879-80 Wkts 13 
Avge 50.69 BB 3-33 v 
Australia (Melbourne) 1979-80 
Catches 4. 





















Zambia. 8 March, 1951 Right 
handed batsman/Slow iaft arm 
Spinner. Inti, debut v Pakistan 
(Sahlwat) 1977-78 Matches 29 
Runs 116 Avge 10.54 HS 20 v 
Australia (Melbourne) 1984-85 
Wkts 26 Avge 37.11 BB3-39 
V New Zealand (Manchester) 
1978. Catches 6 


FOSTER, Nell Alan 

(Essex) b Colchester 6 May, 
19^ Right handed 
batsman/Right arm fast 
medium bowler, inti, debut v 
New Zealand (Christchurch) 
1983-84 Matches 34 Runs 96 
Avge 8.72 HS 24 v West indies 
(Manchester) 1984 Catches 9. 

EmUREY. John Ernest 

(Middiesax) b Peckham 20 
August, 1952. Right handed 
batsman/otf brasK bowler. Inti, 
debut V Australia (Sydney) 
1979<60 Matches 36 Runs 295 








Avge 14.75 HS 25 V India 
(Sharjah) 1986-87 Wkts 42 
Avge 32.28 BB 4-37 v West 
Indies (Adelaide) 1986-67 
Catches 11. 

FAIRBROTHER, Nell 
Harvey (Lancashire) b 
Warrington 9 September 1963. 
Left handed batsman/Left arm 
medium pacer. Inti, debut v 
India (Sharjah) 1986-87. 
Matches 3 Runs 52 Avge 
17.33 HS 32 V Australia 
(Sharjah) 1986-87 Catches 1. 

FRENCH, Bruce Nicholas 

(Nottinghamshire) b Warsop 
13 August, 1959 Right hand 
batsman/wicketkeeper Inti, 
debut V India (Chandigarh) 
1984-85 Matches 7 Runs 25 
Avge 8.33 HS 9’ v Australia 
(Sydn^) 1986-87. Catches 8 
Stumpings 2. 


Warwickshire 20 Febmary 
1949. Right handed 
batsman/off break bowler. Inti, 
debut V Pakistan 
(Nothingham) 1982. Matches 
5 Runs 4 Avge 2.00 HS 3 v 
Australia (Sydney) 1982-83 
Wkts 5 Avge 35.00 BB 3-11 v 
Australia (Sydney) 1982-83 
Catches 1. 

SMAll, Gladstone 
Cleophas (Wanwickshire) b 
St. George, Barbados 18 
October 1961. Right hand 
batsman/Right arm fast 
medium bowler. Inti. Debut v 
Australia (Perth) 1986-87 
Matches 13 Runs 23 Avge 
7.66 HS 8'V West Indies 
(Perth) 1986-87 Wkts 12 Avge 
40.83 BB 3-28 v Pakistan 
(Perth) 1986-87 Catches Nil. 

STEWART, Alec James 

(Surrey) b Merton 8 April 1963 
Right hand 

Batsman/Wicketkeeper. Yet to 
make international debut. 
JARVIS, Paul WllUam 
(Yorkshire) b. Redcar 29 June, 
1965. Right handed 
batsman/Right arm fast 
medium bowler. Yet to make 
International debut. 


LAMB, Allan Joseph 

(Northamptonshire) b 
Langebaanwey Cape 
Province, South Africa, 20 
June, 19M. Right handed 
batsman/Right arm medium 
pacer, tnti Debut v India 
(Leeds) 1982 Matches 68 
Runs 2315 Avge 41.33 HS 118 
v Pakistan (Nottingham) 1982 
Centuries 3 Fifties 13 Catches 
17 

HEMMINQS,Edwsrd 
Ernest (Nottinghamshire) b. 
Leamington Spa, 



PRINGLE, DeiMc 
Raymond (Essex) b Nairobi, 
Kenya 18 September 1958 
Right hand batsman/^ht arm 
fast medium bowier. inn debut 
V Pakistan (Nottingham) 19^ 
Matches 13 Runs 183 Avge 
26.14 HS 49’V India 
(Manchester) 1986. Wkts. 13 
Avge44.23 BB 3-21 v West 


Indies (Nottingham) 1984. 
Catches 6. 

GOOCH, Graham Alam 

(Essex) b. L^onstone 23 
July, imRtaht handed 
batsman/Riolit arm medium 
pacer, inti, debut v West incties 
(Scarborough) 1978. Matches 
52 Runs 1792 Avge 37.33 HS 
129' v West Indies (Port of 
Spwn) 1985-88 Centuries 4 
Fifties 11. Catches 20. 


RADFORD, Neil Victor 

(Worcestershire) b Luanshya 
Northern Rhodesia 7 June 
1957. Right handed 
batsman/Right arm fast 
medium bowler. Yet to make 
international debut. 





MOXON, Martyn Douglas 

(Yorkshire) b Barnsley 4 my 
1960 Right handed 
batsman/Right arm medium 
pacer. International debut v 
India (Nagpur) 1984-85 
Matehes 5 Runs 132 Avge 
28.40 HS 70 V India (Nagpur) 
1984-85 Catches 4. 

ROBINSON, Robert 
Timothy (Nottinghamshire) b 
Sutton-in-Ashfieid 21 
November, 1958. Right 
. handed batsman/Right arm 
' mediumpacef. Inti, debut v 
India (Poona) 1984-85 
Matches 13 Runs 297 Avge 
22-84 HS 83 V Pakistan 
(Shariah) 1986-87 Catches 4. 

METCALFE, Ashley 
Anthony (Yorkshire) b 
Horsfbrth 25 December 1963 
Right handed batsman/off 
break bowler Yet to make 
International debut. 
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SNEDDEN, Martin Coiln 

(Auckland) b. Auckland 23 
November 1958. Left handed 
batsman/RighI arm fast 
medium bowler. Inti, debut v. 
Australia (Adelaide) 1980 
Matches 56 Runs 280 Avge 
14.73 HS 40 V England 
(Derby) 1983 Wkts 67 Avge 
29.46 BB 3-23 


PATEL. DIpak Narshibhal 

(Auckland) b. Nairobi, Kenya 
25 October 1958. Right 
handed batsman/off break 
bowler. Inti, debut v West 
Indies (Dunedin) 1986-87. 
Matches 3 Runs 66 Avge. 
22.00 HS 36 V West Indies 
(Christchurch) Wkts 1 Avge 
73.00 BB 1 -23 v West Indies 






m 


Inti, debut v Australia 
(Melbourne) 1982-83 Matches 
54 Runs 1083 Avge. 24.61 HS 
66 V England (Leeds) 1986 


I}*;.' 




WRIGHT, John Geoffrey 

(Canterbury) b Darfield 5 July 
1954. Left handed 
batsman/right arm medium 
pacer. Inti, debut v England 
(Scarborough) 1978. Matches 
88 Runs 2166 Avge 25.18 HS 
84 V AustraHa (Melbourne) 
82-83 No Wkts Catches 37. 


MCSWEENEY, Ervin 
Bruce (Wellington) b. 
Wellington 8 March 1957. 
Right handed batsman/Wicket 
Keeper, Inti, debut v Australia 
(Melbourne) 1985-86 Matches 
16 Runs 73 Avge 8.11 HS 18' 
V India (Shaijah) 1985-86. 
Catches 14 Stumpings 3. 


CHATHELD,EwenJohn 

(Wellington) b. Dannevirke 3 
July 1950. Right handed 
batsman/Right arm fast 
medium. Inti, debut v West 
Indies (Nottingham) 1979. 


Matches 84 Runs 107 Avge 
11.88 HS 19'Sri Lanka 
(Derby) 1983 Wkts 105 Avge 
24.61 BB 5-34 v Australia 
(Adelaide) 1980-81 Catches 
13 


90 





















HADLEE, Richard John 

(Canterbury) b. Christchurch 3 
July 1951. LeR handed 
batsman/Right arm fast 
medium. Inti, debut v Pakistan 
(Christchurch) 1973. Matches 
94 Runs 1310 Avge 19 26 HS 
79 V England (Adelaide) 82-83 
Wkts 128 Avge 21.10BB 5-25 
V Sri Lanka (Bristol) 1983 
Catches 24 


WATSON. Willia 

(Auckland) b. Auckland 31 
August 1965. Right handed 
batsman/Right arm fast 
medium bowler. Inti, debut v 
Sri Lanka (Colombo) 1985 
Matches 3 Runs 1 HS 1 * v 
Pakistan (Sharjah) 85-86. 
Wkts 3 Avge 25.33 BB 3-15 v 
Sri Lanka (Colombo) 

HORNE, Philip Andrew 

Auckland) b. Upper Hutt 21 
January 1960. LeR handed 
batsman. Inti, debut v West 
Indies (Dunedin) 1986-87. 
Matches 3 Runs 32 Avge 
10.66HS 17 V West Indies 
(Dunedin) 1966-87. 

MORRISON. David Kyle 

(Auckland) b. Auckland 3 
February 1966. Right handed 
batsman/Right arm fast 
medium bowler. Yet to make 
Inti, debut. 

JONES, Andrew Howard 

(Otago) b. Wellington 9 May 
1959. Right handed batsman. 
Yet to make Inti, debut. 





BRACEWELL John Gary 
(Auckland) b. Auckland 15 
April 1958. Right handed 
batsman/off break bowler. Inti, 
debut V Pakistan (Birmingham) 


1983. Matches 32 Runs 266 
Ayge/5.76 HS 34 v Pakistan 
(NoRingham) 1983 wkts 25 
Avga 45.08 BB 2-S v Catches 
10 


CROWE, Martin David 
(Central Districts) b Auckland 
22 September 1962. Right 
handed batsman/Right arm 
medium pacer. Inti, debut v 


SMITH, Ian David 
Stocktey Central Distnets) b. 
Nelson 28 February 1957. 
Right handed batsman/Wicket 
Keeper. Inti, debut v Australia 
(Sydney) 1980. Matches 42 
Runs 381 Avge. 14.65 HS 59 v 
Pakistan (Peshawar) 1984-85 
Catches 34 Stumpings 5 
RUTHERFORD, Kenneth 
Robert (Otago) b. Dunedin 
26 October 1965 Right 
handed Batsman/Right arm 
fhedium pacer. Inti, debut v 
West Indies (Port Spain) 1985. 
Matches 13 Runs 331 Avge 
25.46 HS 79 V Australia 
STIRUNG, Derek 
Alexander (Central Districts) 
b. Upper HuR 5 October 1961. 
Right handed batsman/Right 
arm fast medium bowler. Inti, 
debut V Sri Lanka (Moratuwa) 
1984. Matches 6 Runs 21 
Avge 7 HS 14* V Sri Lanka 
(Moratuwa) 1983-84 Wkts 6 


Australia (Auckland) 1962. 
Matches 59 Runs 1538 Avge 
32.80 HS105* V England 
(Auckland) 1983-84 Century 1 
FiRies 10 Wkts. 24 Avge 29 56 


GRAY. Evan John 

(Wellington) b. Wellington 18 
November 1954. Right handed 
batsman/slow left arm spinner. 
InU. debut v Sri Lanka 
(Moratuwa) 1964. Matches 8 
Runs 57 Avge 14.25 HS 30* v 
England (Headingley Leeds) 

1986 Wkts 5 Avge 47.20 BB 
2-55 V 

BOOCK, Stephen Lewis, 
(Otago) b. Dunedin 20 
September 1951. Right 
handed batsman/slow left arm 
spinner Inti, debut v England 
(Scarborough) 1978. Matches 

10 Runs 11 Avge 5.00 HS 8* 
wkts 10 Avge. 31.20 BB 3-28 
Catches 3 

QREATBATCH,Mark 
John (Auckland) b. Auckland 

11 December 1963, Left 
handed batsman/Wicket 
Keeper, yet to make Inti, 
debut. 
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PAKISTAN 


H ad the Reliance Cup 
been a tennis 
tournament it might 
have worried the 
i organisers that two of 
; the sides most fancied to 
win have been lugged in 
the same group. 

According to a 
self-confessed bookie 
from Madras, Pakistan 
was the favourite at 2-1 
West Indies was placed 
lower at 3-1. Despite the 
presence of England in 
the same group, 
analysts are inclined to 
back West Indies and 
Pakistan for the berths 
in the semi final. 
England's defeat at 
home in the last Test 
senes has not done 
much for their 
preference with puntei's 
on the eve of the 
Reliance Cup 
The Pakistan rating 
appears to justify itself . 
Their record over the 


last few years has 
steadily improved. They 
came very near to 
beating the eventual 
winners West Indies in 
1975—a margin of one 
wicket and two balls 
separated them from 
reversing the 
result—and looked like 
overtaking the required 
294 against West Indies 
in the semis four years 
later. At 176 for one with 
Zaheer and Majid in full 
flow, Pakistan appeared 
to be launching itself 
into its first Prudential 
Final. Pakistan’s batting 
suddenly folded—and 


they lost by 43 runs. In 
1983 the Pakistan-West 
Indies semi-final 
followed its earlier 
trend. Pakistan was 
bowled out for 184, 
Qadir failed to call the 
bluff and West Indies 
cakewalked it by eight 
wickets. 

Pakistan reversed the 
cycle in 198^ Billetted 
against West Indies yet 
again in the World 
Championship 
semi-final, Mudassar 
Nazar picked up five for 
28 as the Caribbeans 
were skittled for 159. 
Rameez Raja followed it 


up with a powerful 60 
and Pakistan won by 
seven wickets. Their 
progress though was 
halted in the final; India 
beat them by eight 
wickets. 

Pakistan got lucky a 
year later. Having been 
set 245 in the 
Austral-asia Cup final 
they had thrown the 
match halfway through 
with half their side 
gone. But Miandad hit 
116 not out and 
Pakistan won off the ladt 
ball. 

That one victory 
matured Pakistan from 
a finishing-line 
straggler to the leader of 
the field. By early 1987 
it had qualified for the 
Perth Challenge final, 
having upset West 
Indies en route The 
rejuvenation process 
was paying, Pakistan 
thrashed India 5-1 in the 
limited-overs series in 
India but lost by a 1-2 
margin in 
England later in the 
year. Though it is by no 
means reminiscent of 
the track record that 
West Indies established 
in the decade that 
preceded 1983, 
Pakistan’s showing in 
the last 12 months has 
been enough to inspire 
optimism among its 
supporters. 

Their side seems just 
what the Joshman would 
have ordered; it has 
more youngsters than 
any other contemporary 
international side and 
has started out with 
perhaps the same aggro 
that characterised Ian 
Chappell’s side from 1972 
onwards. Only a lot 
rowdier. 


The side has started out 
with the same aggro that 
oharaoterised Ian 
Chi^ipell'a 1972 side 




The Pakistan team has 
a fair chance of being 
considered the most 
exciting in the world. 
The variety of its 
bowling attack will be 
any opposing captain’s 
migraine. Imran to start 
with, the left-armed 
Akram lolloping in from 
the other hand, Qadir 
the leg spinner as the 
probable first change, 
backed up by Jaffer and 
Mudassar. If any of 
these gets hit out of the 
firing line, you have 
Manzoor Elahi to 
contend with Batsmen 
often smirk when 
bowlers of similar 
friendliness are 
introduced; quite a few 
Caribbean smiles broke 
out when Madan Lai, 
Sandhu and Mohinder 
Amarnath marked out 
their run-ups on 25 
June 1983 Not for long. 

The Pakistan batting 
is the most explosively 
promising today Shoaib 
Mohammed is the 
Porthos to Rameez’s 
Aramis When it pleases 
Imran. Mudassar Nazar 
can replace Shoaib. who 
then becomes the 
automatic 12th man and 
an obvious asset in the 
field. 

Following them are 
Javed Miandad, on 
current form probably 
the best batsmen in the 
world, Ejaz Ahmed, 
Salim Malek, Imran 
Khan and Manzoor 
Elahi. Salim Yousuf at 
number eight has a 
■certain trading value; 
should Imran decide to 
play an extra specialist 
bowler in the side, either 
Mudassar or Shoaib 
could bo axed and 
Yousuf asked to open 
the innings. 

If Pakistan has a 'tail' 
it must be their numbers 
12,13 and 14. For after 
Yousuf has finished 
with the bowling, there 


is Akram, Qadir and 
Salim Jaffar/Mohsin 
Kamal. 

West Indies represents 
Pakistan’s closest 
challenge Greenidge 
and Haynes are the 
ol(^st firm of 
acijpDuntants in the 
bijfeiness. Richie 
Richardson is often 
underestimated in a side 
sardined with batting 
taleni, against Australia 
in the West Indies, 
1983-84, he averaged 
81.75 with a top score of 
154 in Antigua within a 
massiveSOS-run record 
partnership for the third 
wicket. 

And then strides in 
Viv Richards. Easily the 
Brtuiman of 
limited-overs cricket, 
Richards has played a 
few of the most dramatic 
iimingrs of modern 
cricket. His 153 notout 
at the MCG in 1989-80 
against Lillee at his 
fieriest is a classic. 
Richards’ 189 not out 


On JosbiPlainJoBh, 

Pakistan gets the vote 

has not been exceeded in 
a one-day international 
for his size and effect; 
West Indies had all but 
lost the game—-and most 
of their wickets—with a 
little over lOO on board. 
At 166, Michael Holding 
joined Richaros. West 
Indies eventually 
finished with 272! A few 
years later, Richards in 
56 balls against 
England at Antigua 
scored the fastest 
century in Test cricket. 

Later batsmen are an 
interesting study. Gus 
Logie is a superb runner 
between wickets, Dujon 
the stylish strokemaker. 
However it is only at 
number seven that the 
big hitting Harper 
walks in. Baptiste could 
trade positions with 
Diljon in trying 
circumstances. 

The non-availability of 
Marshall, Holding and 


Gamer would make any 
captain weep. It is to 
West Indies' credit that 
there are able 
placements in 
Patterson—rated a year 
ago as the fastest in the 
world — Andy Gray, 
Courtney Walsh and 
Winston Benjamin. 
Harper is perhaps the 
most underrated 
limited-overs spinner in 
the world. Viv Richards 
can wheel away 
successfully for a few 
overs as weU. 

In these two sides. 
West Indies and 
Pakistan, you have the 
bests of the world. Two 
of the best 

batsmen—Richards and 
Miandad. Pakistan has 
the better bowling 
attack. West Indies 
possibly the best fielder 
(Harper). 

But on josh, plain josh 
Pakistan has my vote. 
Even the bookie’s for 
that matter! 

MudarFstherya 
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Sanjay Majrekar 

S ANJAY 

MANJREKARwas 
born in Mangalore on 12 
July 1965. “With my 
father, a Test cricketer 
of repute, it wasn’t 
difficult to catch the 
cricket bug," he 
explained. “I started 
playing gvlly cricket at 
a very young age, but it 
was only at the age of 13 
that I graduated to 
serious competitive 
cricket. Representing 
theI.E.S. (Indian 
Education Society) 
school at Dadar for the 
first time in the 8th 
standard, Saivjay made a 
mark as an all-rounder, 
a middle-order bat and 
an occasional “leggie”. 
Right through school, 
the success formula was 
an equal number of runs 
balanced by equsd 
number of wickets. 

“In the 9th, 10th, 11th 
and 12th standards I 
represented the Bombay 
Under-19 side in the 
Cooch Behar 
tournaments as 
batsman-cum-leg 
spinner,” continued the 
young Manjrekar. 
“Gradually I 
concentrated more on 
my batting, as it was my 
first love. Therefore 
when 1 made it to the 
under-22 side it was 
purely as a batsman. 

“My most memorable 
knock was the first-ever 
hundred I scored in my 
life. Playing the very 
second competitive 
inter-school match in 
the 8th standard for lES 
school, I scored an 
unbeaten 127 against 
the champion school. 
The knock lyas even 
more memorable as I 
was pitted against Dilip 
Sardesai’s son Rajdeep 
(who represented 
Campion). Dilip Bardesai 
had ccoM to watch the 



match, as had my I went sdl out at Baroda. 

father. My father saw “Bombay had been 
me go from 40-odd to 90 eliminated at the West 

not out. I completed the Zone University stage in 

century on the next day 1983 and hence we had 

and was thrilled. ” to qualify from scratch. 

Talking of memorable so to say. This afforded 
knocks and big scores, me the opportunity of 

Sanjay does have his displaying my wares in 

hands full. The most eight matches, instead 

significant season was of the 3-4 matches we 

by far the winter of would have played 

1984-85. “I was leading under usual 

the Bombay University. circumstances.” 

side at the All India 

Inter-University Sanjay took over the 

tournament at Baroda in Baroda University 
December 1984. The grounds like some 

earlier season for the modern-day Bradman. 

C.K. Najrudu under-22 He got six hundreds in 

side hadn’t been very six matches! The first 

successful with just a three were one-day 

few fifties thrown in. I affairs, in which he got 
was waiting to make 8n.o against Patiala (he 

amends and establish did not have to strain 
myself again. I was told himself as the Patiala 

that I was a standby for score was very meagre), 

the Bombay Ranji side In the second encounter 

and a good performance he scored 69 against 

at Bsmxia would help Bhopal, followed by the 
Playing for Bombay was first of his six tons—105 

one of my ambitions and against Gujarat. He was 



out for 81 in the seventh 
innings. 

Later he led the West 
Zone University side to 
victory over North Zone 
in the Vizzy final at 
Madras. 

In March 1985, Sanjay 
made it into the Bombay 
Ranji side for the knock 
out stage against 
Haryana. “We were 
playing at Faridabad. 

The wicket was bad with 
uneven bounce and 
cracks. It had been done 
deliberately to aid their 
spin duo of Rajinder 
Goel and Sarkar Talwar 
Sanjay made 57 runs 
in his debut innings. It 
turned out to be the 
highest in the match. He 
was given the Best 
Batsman award. Once 
the ’stars’ returned, he 
was the 12th man in the 
final that Bombay won, 
Sanjay Manjrekar was 
back in business in the 
Ranji season, 1986-87. 
He almost got three tons 
in a row in first-class 
cricket (100 n.o , 127 
and 99); 

1. When Dilip 
Vengsarkar led 
Bombay against 
Baroda at Chembur, 
Sanjay scored a 
blistering 100 not out 
in about even time, 
hammering pace 
bowler Rashid Patel 
of Baroda for 24 runs 
in 6 balls! (2 sixes and 
3 boundaries). 

2. Playing for the 
under-25 India side 
against Imran’s 
Pakistan, he made 
127 out of the meagre 
200-odd total. 
Pedcistan replied with 
something around 
7001 

3. In the third 
consecutive first class 
encounter, he fell 
short by one—^run out 
for 99 against 
Karnataka at 
Bangalore. 
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iWant to iNing Ally to tw 


SK)RTSWORLD: How do you fool twiug 
iiioludod In the Uet of 25 probebleB for the 
SelinnoeCup? 

SAN JAY MANJREKARi I had no idea how 
good achance I stood of nudcing it into the 
probables list (The constant telephone calls 
with congratulatory messages and the 
bouquets in the drawing room are proof 
enough!) I am very eagerly looking forward to 
the Udaipur camp and hope to do well. 

What are your aspirations? 

To keep improving and learning. I should be a 
better batsman this season than I was in the 
last.” 


Was your father's influenoe on your 
considerable? 

My father never coached me. He did not see 
many of my innings either. Probably he 
wanted me to be as natural a cricketer as 
himself. Maybe he never wanted to interfere 
and alter my natural style or game. 1 wander if 
I am living up to his expectations. 

Do you thidk you owe him something? 

I never saw him play. People say he was 
fantastic. I do not want people to compare me 
with him, although it is inevitable. I want to 
bring further glory to the Manjrekar name. 
Rahul Cliamimraricar 


Navjot Singh Sidhu 

Concentration is his forte 

fllHE talented Navjot Singh Sidhu first came into 
JL prominence, in the 1983-84 season. The 
powerful West Indies squad, under Clive Lloyd, 
were touring India. As a 19-year-old, Sidhu 
showed great maturity and technique, in his 
debut match against the powerful Windies. 
Playing for the North Zone, at Jalandhar, he 
scored a patient 122 not out. The Windies attack 
included Malcolm Marshall, Wayne Daniel and 
Winston Davis. 

Till today, Navjot Singh Sidhu considers the 
century against West Indies as his best batting 
performance. He admitted he was tentative before 
the match. However his father advised him to 
play each ball on its merit and not bother about 
the reputation of the bowlers. He followed the 
advice judiciously and scored a fine century, 
while wickets tumbled at the other end. 
Discerning critics who watched the knock by the 
Punjab opener were of the opinion that he 
definitely had the courage to play fast bowlers. 
Hence he was added to the Indian Test squad and 
played against the Windies in the Ahmedabad 
and Madras Tests. 

The young Punjab opener has seen the best of 
times and the worst of times. A year after he 
made his Test debut, Navjot was dropped from 
the Indian squad, for the series of One-Day 
Internationals against Australm in 
September-October 1984. The erstwhile selectors, 
thought him to be a ‘strokeless wonder’. He was 
t€igged with the label of being an ultra defensive 
batsman, with limited strokes and unfit for 
One-Day cricket. When England, led by David 
Gower toured India in the winter of 1984, Navjot 
was again overlooked. 

Ironically, Navjot, though out of the Test team, 
suddenly came back into the limelight in an 


unusual manner m 1984. The Akali party cited 
the omission of Navjot Sidhu from the Indian 
cricket team, as yet another example of 
discrimination against the Sikh community. 
Navjot, showed a lot of maturity by not betximing 
a political martyr. 

Instead he embarked on a course to improve his 
batting, to regain favour with the selectors. 

Stints in the English League in 1985 and 1986 
helped Navjot become a more complete batsman 
He admitted that, "in the heavy conditions in 
England, the ball swings so much that you have 
to sharpen your technique and improve strokes 
to score runs.” 

Exposure to limited overs cricket in England 
and Delhi, enabled Navjot Sidhu to develop an 
array of strokes. On advice from Kapil Dev, he 
improved his Helding. He is quick on the field and 
with his sharp throws is an asset to any fielding 
side. 

Navjot’s highest score so far has been 142 for 
Fhiiyab against Services in the North Zone Ranji 
Trophy league. However he still cherishes his 
122 not out against the Windies as is best knock. 
Diligent and meticulous, Navjot practises for six 
hours daily, two hours in the morning and four 
hours in the evening. 

Concentration is his forte in batting. He admits 
be concentrates so much during an innings that 
even the cheers or jeers of the spectators does not 
affect him. His idol in batting is Mohinder 
Amamath. “I admire him for his courage and 
technique, both ideal qualities for a batsman.” 
Navjot says. He considers Malcolm Marshall to be 
the best bowler he has played against 

Navjot plays in all the cricket tournaments in 
Delhi, as it enables him to get match-practice 
against the top-cricketers of North India. He 
hopes to find a plac» in India’s squad for the 
Reliance World Cup, as No. 3 batsman, playing 
the same role as his idol, Mohinder Amamath in 
the 1983 Prudential Cup. 

NovylUNMdta 





K.P, Bhaskar 

‘Only the first step’ 

F rom a distance he looks like Dilip 
Vengearkar, whom he admires a lot. A 
dazzling middle-order batsman who can attack 
and defend with aplomb. A brilliant fielder with 
an excellent arm and superb catching ability, 

K.P. Bhaskar is an ideal cricketer any team 
would like to have. And it came as no surprise 
when his name was one of the 25 in the Indian 
squad for the Reliance Cup. 

Commenting on his selection Ajay said: “It is a 
happy moment for every player who is selected. I 
have been able to make my father’s dream come 
true.” But he realises that this is only the first 
step and he will have to be selected in the hrst 14 
if he is to represent India. 

On the domestic front—Bhaskar’s performance 
has been spectacular, especially in the Iasi Ranji 
season where he scored 790 runs including three 
centuries and a double century. 

In the last Ranji finals against Hyderabad his 
memorable 160 could not gain victory for Delhi 
but certainly caught the eyes of the selectors who 
strongly feel that after Azharuddin, here was 
anotherlalented young bat to reckon with. 

Bom on 27th February 1963, Bhaskar joined 
the famous Sonnet Club of Delhi in 1975-76 never 
to look back again. He first played for Delhi in the 
Inter-State Cooch Bihar Trophy in 77-78 at Delhi. 
It was a rousing start as he hit a century on his 
debut against Haryana and scored a fluent 74 
against Punjab in the finals. 

He graduated from PGDAV College, Delhi 
University. It is a coincidence that Mamoj 
Prabhakar, Ajay Sharma, Sanjeev Shiurma and 
Bhaskar and Raman Lamba shared the same 
college where they played and excelled. He has 
joined the lAC as a flight purser. 

His favourite strokes are the straight drive and 
square cut. He is the only specialist now who 
attempts a square cut on a ball pitching on the off 
and middle stump and cutting in. 

Qam MahMnmwi 

Ajay Sharma 

nscovereil by chance 

«¥ AM thrilled. It is a great moment and now I 
Awill work harder to get into the Indian team.” 
That was Ai^’Y Sharma talking on the night 
when he heard he was among the 25 Indian 
probables for the Reliance Cup. 

To people who have been following the 
23-year-old’8 career his selection was no surprise. 
Ever since he scored a century for Delhi against 
Bombay in the Ranji Trophy final in 1985"and 
on his birthday at that—he has been on the 
threshold of international cricket. 

A compact and correct batsman, Ajay’s best 
strokes are wristy square cuts, elegant late cuts 


and deft leg glances. He also has the uncanny 
ability to find gaps in the field with well timed 
drives. Ajay is also a useflil left arm spinner who 
can keep a tidy line and length sund an agile 
outl^lder with a good throw and a safe pair of 
hands. He certainly is a very useful one-day 
cricketer. 

Like in many cases in India, the discovery of 
Ajay was more by accident than design. Over a 
decade ago as a 12-year-old boy in shorts, Ajay 
was playing cricket with his friends in a park at 
Shakthi Nagar, a middle class colony in North 
Delhi. While batting Ajay was trying to emulate 
his idol Sunil Gavaskar. Renowned Delhi coach 
Tarak Sinha who was strolling by stopped to 
watch and was impressed by Ajay’s batting. The 
experienced, hawk eyed cricket coach, who is alsn 



responsible for Bhaskar’s success sensing Ajay’s 
potential, invited him to practise daily with his 
team. Sonnet Club, in Ajmal Khan Park, five 
miles away. 

Tarak Sinha has been friend, philosopher and 
guide to Ajay. Realising that Ajay’s father could 
not afford expensive equipment, Sinha provided 
his eager pupil with,bats and flannels in his 
formative years. Ajay admits that he has learnt 
the finer points of the game ftxim Sinha. 

Ajay did his graduation from PGDAV college 
and represented both Delhi University and North 
Zone university. In August 1984 he was 
employed by the Central Warehouse Commission 
(CWC). In the same season he made his Ranji 
Trophy debut. 

NovyKapadla 





Bold And 
Brave Men 


NoelMeng^el, Editor of the Australian 
Cricketer, feels the Australian selectors have 
taken a few risks and left out some of 
Australia’s better players for reasons of 

discipline 



Ml iilirr . 

QREQ MATTHEWS. 
enjoyB 

iMBB WWt^y T yGavaakar-hke status 
with the Austrahan 
|!jLiya\pubhc, was the shock 
jBonussion from the 
Australian World Cup 
squad lake every other 
—Australian bowler who 
toured India last year 
he returned to the home 
CmmmLmJ season fatigued and flat 
The English batsmen thought so 
anyway, because his two wickets in Tests 
cost 147 50 apiece before he was replaced 
by Peter Taylor His battmg remained 
consistent and he bowled with much 
more purpose m the World Senes Cup 
one-day tounuunent to conclude the 
season After the tour of Sharjah m 
Apnl, he was fined $1000 for a breach of 
behaviour The team performed dismally, 
prompting further changes 
You don’t have to read very carefully 
between the lines to conclude that the 
selectors have stuck to a ngid theme 
picking this team to assemble a 
oompatable, industrious tourmg party 
that will at least gpve long-suffering 
oaptain Allan Border no gnef off the 
field There IS not a player m the squad 
who did not work his guts out last 
Australian season 

No matter what Matthews got up to off 
the field m Shazgah, it’s difficult to 


have stuck to 
a rlgMUienie 
wimiiickiiig 
this team: to 
assemMea 

C19fn|>MSIBKNt9^ 

Indiistrioiis 









believe that the man who took 10 wickets 
in the Madras Tied Test was excluded for 
reasons of form only. By the way. 
Australian team coach Bob Simpson is 
(or was!) Matthews’ personal manager. 
No favouritism there. 

Of the other significant omissions, 
Greg Ritchie is a talented batsman whose 
reputation as team jester has got rather 
in the way of scoring runs, and Tim 
Zoehrer is a talented wicket-keeper 
whose aggressive on-field demeanour 
visibly pained his captain on at least one 
occasion last season. 


Wayne 
Phi^istiie 
fmest 
pinch-liitter 
mtheworlci 
and his 
controlled 
Mtti^ could 
have nude 
the 

Australian 
team more 
conmetitive. 
And^leave 
liimoiit 
let's say 
ihc^are , 
heldm'inen 

mmu 


fllHE announcement of the team in the 
A middle of the Australian winter 
passed without much comment from the 
football-mad Aussie public (we win at 
football), but no-one seems to doubt that 
Matthews has been publicly rapped over 
the knuckles and will be back in the team 
soon. 

Perhaps the saddest exclusion from the 
team is Wayne Phillips, the superb 
left-handed batsman I have no doubt he 
is the finest one-day 'pinch-hitter' in the 
world, and his controlled hitting could 
have made the Australian team more 
competitive. 

The team has been generally 
well-received here. The preponderance of 
the left-handed batsmen a few seasons 
back (Border, Yallop, Hookes, Wessels, 
Phillips) has been eradicated, and the two 
most consistent young batsmen in the 



country rewarded. About as similar as 
chalk and cheese in appearance, the 
giant Moody and the diminutive Mike 
Veletta both possess shots all around th 
wicket and superior technique. 

In fact, there are no 'flashy* batsmen i 
the squad, nor mere one-day sloggers. 
All-rounder Steve Waugh and keeper 
Greg Dyer play very straight, and even 
long-hitting Simon O’Donnell is 
possessed of sound defence. 

David Boon and Geoff Marsh are gxitt; 
fighters in the Test arena who appreciat 
the extra latitude of one-day cricket, in 
which they both excel. You might 
remember they rather eiqoy it on the 
subcontinent—they scored 212 for the 
first wicket in a one-day international at 
Jaipur last year 

Apart from Allan Border, Dean Jones 
is of course the man most likely to turn s 
game for Australia. He will be looking tc 
finish the year in the same form he 
started it, scoring consecutive centuries 
on January 1 and 2 against England anc 
Pakistan! For sheer one-day power play, 
keep an eye on Moody and O’Donnell 
They are big, strong men who, when 
they hit the ball, make sure it stays hit. 

T here is a question mark over the 
bowlers. Bruce Reid, a real world-clas 
left armer who didn’t get the results he 
deserved in India last year, needs solid 
support Fortunately, Craig McDermott 
has regained some of the spring in his 
step he had as a tearaway teenager. 
Andrew Zesers could bowl all 50 overs in 
an innings if he had to. and Waugh has 
improved his neat seamers. 

Tim May is an unknown quantity who 
will probably benefit from the trip 
without affecting too many results, and 
Taylor and Sleep are wily spinners with 
long, long apprenticeships behind them. 
Taylor has a bouncing, controlled 
approach to the vidcket with a neat arm 
ball to complement his well-grooved off 
spin. He played a significant role in the 
Australian one-day team during the 
home season. 

Sleep is a work-hungry leg spinner not 
tried in international limited-over 
cricket. He needs long spells to be at his 
best, but should still play an important 
part in the campaign. Although his Test 
figures don't reflect it, he is a 
magnificent free-striking batsman who 
consistently scores runs at the first-class 
level. 

But how will the team perform? The 
expectations of Australian cricket fans 
and critics alike have been lowered 











Tim Zoehrer has to learn to draw the line 
between gameamanahlp and bad 
behaviour 

somewhat by the frustrations of recent 
years. Still, the team is a well-balanced 
outfit, a gproup of level-headed figThters. 
What more can you say? One-day stuff is 
a lottery, on the subcontinent it will seem 
more so. No-one in Australia gives the 
team a hope in hell, which takes much 
pressure off them. 

All the public, the critics, the selectors, 
want is for the team to perform to the 
best of their ability, somethinir which has 
been beyond more-talented Australian 
teams than this one at’previous World 
Cups. 

It's a brave team in a way. It's always a 
gamble to pick a team that excludes some 
of your best players. To do so at a time 
when the team needs all the help it can 
get. is looking for trouble. 

And to leave Wayne Phillips out—one 
of the few men who can flay even the 
West Indian attack. Let's Just say th^ 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


Drivbig Bliiid 

For most people who can’t see, driving a car is 
something they can only dream about. But now, 11 
intrepid blind people have become racing drivers 
with a difference... .helped by instructors who tell 

them which way to go 


■| S courageous 
Im 18-year-old Keith 
AS Turner stepped 
A Abehmd the wheel 
of the car his smile said 
It all He was about to 
achieve a hfetime’s 
ambition—to become a 
racing driver, even if it 
was for only an hour 
But what made Keith’s 
drive remarkable was 
the fact that not only 
was he a learner driver 
who hadn’t passed his 
drivmg test, he was also 
totally bhnd 
For most of his life 
Keith has been unable to 
see, but he had never 
0ven up hope that one 
day he would be able to 
drive a car himself And. 
after reaching speeds of 
up to eOmph at the 
famous Goodwood 
Motor Racing Circuit, 
with the help of an 
instructor and 
dual-controlled car. he 
could hardly contain his 
excitement “That was 
absolutely incredible," 
he said "I might not be 
able to see where I am 
going but I could feel the 
speed 1 never thought T 
would get a chance like 
this It really has been a 
dream come true " 

Keith was just one of 
11 fearless members of 
the Brighton Society for 
the Welfare of the Blind 

Keith Turner has a rest 
with his driving 
instructor Steve Parker 
Keith reached speeds of 
TOmph 



Blind Oraoe Clarke gets 
ready for her race 
around Goodwood 
Racing Circuit. She had 
never driven before in 
her life 

who jumped at the 
chance of driving 
lessons Lessons given 
free by qualified dnvmg 
instructors fiom 
Chichester’s Millers 
Driving School As the 
pupils rev up they shout 
directions, tell tliem 
when to turn left and 
right, brake and 
accelerate And, if any of 
them do look like 
crashing they take over 
the controls 

Losmg his sight 
through the cnpphng 
eye disease glaucoma, 
there is no chance of 
Keith recovermg his 
vision But his 
enthusiasm was 
matched by 77-year-old 
BiU Elliot 

He says “It was really 
fantastic because I 
haven’t driven for so 
many years I thought I 
would be very nervous 
but everything just 
seemed to come back to 
me I was racmg round 
the track without a care 
m the world ” 

Bill lost his sight alter 
spendmg two years in 
the desert durmg World 
Warn The sand gave 
him glaucoma which 
causes pressure behmd 
the eyeball, and he had 
to give up his job as a 
chauffeur Ashe 



renunlsoes. “I was very 
sad when I lost my job 
through my sight so I 
really eojoyed driving 
because I have missed it 
enormously 

“Drivmg is somethmg 
that most sighted people 
take for granted To 
them leaping mto a car 
IS second nature, 
whereas we have to 
think about gomg round 
the comer to the shops 
It's great to have taste of 
normal hfe " 

Blind drivers who 
have driven before can 
often reach speeds of 
more than 7C)mph But 
Jem Ballantyne 
manager of the driving 
school that has lent its 
cars IS happy that there 
IS httle chance of an 
accident 

As he explains ‘Only 
one car goes out on the 
circuit at a time and the 
instructors keep their 
feet firmly positioned 
above the brake just m 
case of emergencies We 
are keen to nse to the 
challenge of teaching 
the blmd to drive And 
they do surprisingly 
well as their reactions 
arebettei than those of 
sighted people Besides, 
they have no fear 
“It IS marvellous for 
them to try something 
they could never do 
under normal 
circumstances ’ feels 
Ballantyne ‘Theyare 
totally reliant on their 
instructors, but ou the 
racing circuit there is 
nothing to hit so they 
are perfectly safe ” 

‘"The lessons are 
absolutely free because 
It IS something we really 
ei^joydomg The 
instructors get a lot of 
satisfaction at seeing the 
joy the blind people get 
Peter Sharman walks 
away from the H O V. 
training vehicle he 
tackled 



A blind pupil sooms 
round the racing circuit 
without a care in the 
world 

outofdnvmg It is 
something we will 
definitely oontmue 
doing now that we know 
the blind will jump at 
another chance of 
driving ’ 

Forty-year-old Wendy 
Cooper, who lost her 
sight two years ago. is 
another one who has 


discovered a new 
dnvmg force She 
explains “Obviously 1 
haven’t driven smee I 
thought that I would be 
terrible but it all deemed 
very natural and it came 
back immediately ” 

“1 miss driving so 
getting the chance to do 
It again Is fantastic I 
think the reason I wasn’t 
nervous was because I 
couldn’t see if 1 was 
veering off the track I’m 



sure the instructor was 
more nervous than I 
was But, It was a ready 
great day and I am 
looking forward to 
doing it again, and 
everyone who had a go 
did really well It is a 
great idea to let blmd 
people drive although it 
may seem crazy ’’ 

One driver who 
couldn’t wait to get into 
gear was 76 year-old 
MayLuxford “lhave 
never driven m my hfe 
before and it is strange 
that after all these years 
I should start now I 
have been blmd for two 
years, but I was very 
eager to try it out I wish 
I had taken it up years 
ago, but I had a family of 
nine to bring up, so I 
was quite busy,’ she 
confesses 

But she also points out 
that she wasn’t nervous 
at all “I m not sure why, 
1 suppose it IS because I 
couldn’t really see what I 
was doing But it was 
absolutely thrilling 1 
was m the safe hands of 
an instructor so 1 knew 
he wouldn’t let me go 
mad, but I did get up to 
60mph 

AuFmIuim 
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MOHINDER AMARNATH 


H IS cricketing' pedigree was never in any doubt. 

yet his career was dietingiuished by a aeriee of 
troughs and swells. After the exit of Clive Lloyd 
from the Test arena in early 1985. Amamath 
remained the seniormost cricketer on the 
international arena, yet one believea that his 
absence from the Indian squad is but another 
temporary phase. Surely his batting art cannot be 
overlooked when the side is picked for the next Test 


in this man. Consider the following story. 
Amarnath had already made an international name 
for himself when he was playing league cricket 
abroad. An ordinary club supporter approached him 
one day and casually asked “What guard do you 
take?” He replied that he was accustomed to taking 
leg stump. The fan advised him to ask for a middle 
stump guard from the next match and Amamath, 
always ready to experiment and adapt. 


series. 

Were ever a father 
proud of his sons’ 
achievements, it was the 
pipe-chewing, 
devil-may-care Lala. 

Two of his offkpring 
succeeded him as India 
material and 
Mohinder—^Jimmy in 
international 
circles—represented the 
country over three 
decades, the Sixties, 
Seventies and the 
Eighties. 

Commentators often 
found his bowling one of 
the more humorous 
aspects of the game, yet 
it was Amamath’s 
utility status that 
earned him the Man of 
the Match award in the 
final of the 1983 
Prudential Cup. Who 
will ever forget the sight 
of Amamath (with an 
almpst unfamiliar 
moustache that looked 
slightly incongruous) 
whirling in his appeal as 
he claimed the last West 
Indian wicket that 
evening at Lord’s? 

There must surely be 
an element of 
extraordinary hiunility 



did so and scored 700 
runs in his next six 
games. 

This man. who was 
once spoken of as a 
possible contender for 
the captaincy in 
1985, has had his share 
of stick in the media, yet 
he bears no grudges. 

This was the man who 
went through a 
lean patch against the 
West Indies in 1983-84, 
yet proved that his sense 
of humour was strong 
enough even to surface 
in the most adverse 
situation. During a 
party on that tour, the 
host Botight Amamath 
out and said “You must 
have made a lot of 
monqy”. The cricketer, 
bewildered, said he 
didn’t understand. The 
host then explained that 
Amamath had been paid 
eight lakh rupees to 
score those zeroes, 
hadn’t he? He hadn’t, of 
course, but Amamath 
was gentleman enough 
to shrug the accusation 
off and to laugh about it 
later. 

Ah yee, he has a sense 
(rf humour. And he’s not 
abad cricketer either. 
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The Hadlee 
Mystery 

Is star all-rounder Richard Hadlee 
accompanying the New Zealand World Cup 
squad? That, more than any other topic, is the 
talking point of the country’s preparations for 
the World Cup. Steve McMorran reports 


A LETTER postmarked [ 
^^M^^^S^Nottingham and 
/^^^^^^T -^y^ addressed to the 

executive members of 
New Zealand Cncket 
JllCouncil may have a 
^^■substantial bearing on 
* the Kiwi performance at 

the World Cup in 
October 

letter despatched 

[ fortnight and now 

m the hands of Council Chan man Bob 
Vance is rumoured to advise New 
2^aland authorities of the unavailability 
of all rounder Richard Hadlee ioi the 
world tournament 

The possibility of Hadlee bypassing the 
World Cup has been a talking point in 
New Zealand since it was discovered that 
the Nottingham-based player has 
comrmtmerits at home and in Hong Kong 
which clash with the championship 

Hadlee has been coy about his 
availability since but the letter the 
contents of which have not been icvealed 
18 seen to confirm his mtention to stay at 
home 

Hadlee’s only concession to the rumour 
mongers has been to restate his distaste 
tor touring on the Indian Sub Continent 
He reaffirmed his reservations about 
aspects ol the Cup itinerary and said he 
gave more importance to future tours of 
England and Australia than to the world 
limited overs series 

Hadlee last year signed a three year 
contract with the New Zealand Council 
commiting himself to international 
engagements in tliat period 

His rumoured unavailability for the 
tournament m India and Pakistan 
appears to conflict with his contractual 
obligation but both of the signatories to 
the contract, Hadlee and the New Zealand 
Council, are mum on that matter 


It seems Hadlee will be pressured to 
change his mmd about his availability if 
m fact he is already determined to bypass 
the cup 

A perusal of Hadlee a schedule for the 
next few months shows he has a 
speakmg engagement m New Zealand m 
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October and that he has tentatively 
indicated he will pa^icipate in the World 
Allrounders' Cksmpetition in Hong Kong 
at about the same time. 

Yet. the veteran fast bowler, the 
world’s third most prolific wicket taker 
In Tests, was named in the 23-man squad 
from which New Zealand’s 14-8trong cup 
team will be chosen. 

EW ZEALAND has embarked on a 
elaborate process of team preparation 
and selection and Hadlee’s name has been 
present at every stage of that procedure. 

His inclusion in the final squad 
suggests that the authorities are either 
unaware of his unavailability or are not 
yet prepared to accept his decision as 
final. 

When an apparent stalemate had been 
reached between the player and the 
Council, Hadlee revealed that his letter 
communicated his concern about touring 
in India and Pakistan. 


The Executive Director of the Council, 
former Kiwi Test captain Oraham 
Dowling, acknowledged the letter had 
been received and said it was discussed 
by Board of Control members at their last 
meeting. 

The Council has replied but the 
contents of Hadlee’s letter auid the 
response remain under wraps. 

The only thing certain about the New 
Zealand side at present is that it will be 
led by newly-appointed captain Jeff 
Crowe, guiding a Kiwi team overseas for 
the second time. 

Crowe, brother of New Zealand’s 
batting star Martin, led New Zealand on 
its abortive tour of Sri Lanka in May. 
That tour was abandoned when terrorist 
activity raised fears for the safety of the 
New Zealand players. 

Crowe heads a squad which has a 
smattering of experience but which is 
largely indicative of the period of change 
and rebuilding New Zealemd has entered 




in the last season. 

Six members of the squaui are 
uncapped though only one of those 
players has no international experience. 
Five have either toured with New Zealand 
or have played in one day internationals. 

The selectors have kept faith with 
players who debuted either in Sri Lanka 
or during the series s^ainst the West 
Indies. ’They include opening batsman 
Phil Horne and former Worcestershire 
professional Dipak Patel, top-order 
batsman Andrew Jones, and bowler 
Danny Morris. 

Off spinner auid batsman Evan Qray 
returns as does young fast bowler Willie 
Watson who toured England with New 
Zealand in 1985 and was considered at 
that time the player most likely to BU 
Hadlee’s shoes on his retirement. 

Several other players return to 
international duties. Wicketkeeper Ervin 
McSweeney, who has played one day 
internationals at home and in Australia, 
returns as one of the three specialist 
keepers in the squad. The others are 
Tony Blain, a tourist to England 
previously, and Test veteran Ian Smith. 

Medium pace bowler Stu Gillespie, who 
took part in the last Benson and Hedges 
World Series Cup campaign in Australia, 
is also recalled to bolster the squad’s 
bowling strength. 

All-rounder Bruce Blair, who has 
represented New Zealand since 1982 but 
has yet to play a Test, is one of the two 
pliqrers in the squad at loggerheads with 
the national authorities for reasons 
substantially different to Hadlee. 
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Blair and left-arm spin bowler Stephen 
Boook both refused until recently to 
submit to the rigid fitness regimen the 
New Zealand Council have mapped out 
for the squad members, 

Personalised fitness campaigma have 
been designed for all members of the 
team by New Ziealand Sports Training 
Authority Jim Blair, the man who 
prepared the Kiwi crew fonthe last 
America’s Cup. 

The unprecedented accent on the 
fitness of the players clearly displeased 
Boock and Blair, teammates in the Otago 
Provincial side, and both refused, to 
submit to the regular process of 
assessment the regimen requires. 

Other players have submitted finally 
and reluctantly to Jim Blair’s scrutiny 
but Boock and Blair held out until last 
week when they travelled 3CX3 miles from 
Dunedin to Christchurch for a special 
assessment weekend 

Chairman of the New Zealand selectors, 
Don Neely, believes the Kiwi side which 
contests the World Cup will be the best 
prepared ever to leave these shores. 

There has been scepticism in New 
Zealand about the value of the fitness 
work the Kiwi players have been 
undergoing. But Neely, one of the 
masterminds of the scheme, is adamant a 
fit team is a strong team. He has made 
the fitness programme such an intergral 
part of New Zealand’s cup preparation 
that it is reported that players who don’t 
shape up will not be selected. 

Some players asked if it was all 
worthwhile. 

Medium pace bowler Ewen Chatfield 


commented during a session at a 
gymnasium in Wellington: “It’s all very 
well to be a big muscular chap but you 
have to be able to play cricket too. ” 

Neely insists fitness and skill go hand 
in hand. 

‘“The results of the Tests will be very 
relevant,” he said. "They are very 
important. It’s costing the council a lot of 
money to have the players on these 
programmes. If a player hasn’t bothered 
to get himself fit then we probably won’t 
feel very much like selecting him.” 

He continues: "The fitness area is just 
one component of cricket Obviously skill 
is a key area but we regard fitness as 
being very important ” 

To that end, the Council, under Blair’s 
guidance, has taailorod fitness schemes 
to the needs of the individual players. 
Each programme is designed to prepare 
a player for the tasks he must perform 
either as a bowler, a batsman or for his 
job in the field. 

Computerised assessment of a player, 
for Instance in Chatfield’s case, showed 
the tall right-armer was stronger in one 
leg that in the other. He has spent his 
time since that discovery building up his 
strength on his weaker side. 

The programmes are said to have 
produced an improvement in the players’ 
form already Some are showing more 
energy in the field, an aspect Neely 
beleives will be crucial in India. 

“If your three worst fieldsmen each 
improve so they save an extra 10 runs 
each in a one-day innings, then you are 
talking about a vastly better one-day 
performance by a team. ” 
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From Favourites 
To Also-Rans 


At the end of last winter, England were looked 
upon as strong contenders for the Reliance 
Cup. Today these prospects appeared to have 
dwindled considerably. Ashis Ray analyses 




LAST winter, 
when England 
were ndmg 
roughshod over all 
m hmited-overe 
cricket in 
Australia, 
including the West 
Indies and 
Pakistan in the 


so-called Perth Challenge, there arose, 


for a while, in the nunds ol cricket 


followers, the possibility ol the 
Englishmen acquitting themselves 
creditably in the Reliance Cup But such 
are the ups and downs of International 
cricket today that by the time the English 
selectors announced then squad of 


twenty-five foi the Cup, these prospects 
appeared to have dwindled considerably 


England, of course, kept their one-day 
record intact by edging out Pakistan 
two-one in the Texaco Trophy series 
preceding the summer’s Tests But, for 
the Reliance Cup, they are gomg to be 
without Ian Botham and David Gower, 
which IS quite a blow for skipper Mike 
Getting in terms of both morale and 
cricketing strength 

Down Under, England’s success was. 
mainly budt around the batting of Chns 
Broad, a technically correct left-handed 
opener from Nottmghamshire, and the 
fast bowler, Graham Dilley, imtil last 
season with Kent, now with 
Worcestershire But the likes of Botham 
and Gk>wer, not to mention Gatting 
himself and some of the others, also 
played their part m the registering of 
ascendancy 

So, Gower, because he still has a lot of 
potential in him if he applies himself, and 
Botham, because on his day (except 
against the better fast bowlers) he cem 
still belt the ball more savagely than 
anybody else, will, undoubtedly, be 



nuBsed But the Englishmen possess at 
present an encouraging crop of young 
cricketers, who can, perhaps, adeqfuately 
fUl the void, as they demonstrated m no 
unuertam manner at Sharjah last April 
If Gatting can convince his boys that the 
unavailability of the two senior 
cricketers is nothing to worry about, he 
will have gone a long way towards 
improving his chances of wmnmg the 
Cup 

It IS pertinent to note that two 
characters who performed admirably in 
Australia, namely Gladstone Small and 
Philip de Freitas, either wholly or 
substantially did not figure m the 
summer's skirimshes Small was struck 
down by injury and de Freitas was felled 
by the selectors for alleged mdisciplme 
In the latter, in particular, England have 
a rapidly rising fast medium bowler He 
is, actually, quite sharp, is a brilliant 
fieldsman and a useful bat 

England will have to decide who opens 
with Broad They can either plump for 
the experienced Graham Ootxh, who 
could not make it back to the England 
eleven this summer, or opt for a younger 
man, of whom there are several quite 
eligible Also, m the case of Gower, they 
will have to consider whether it would be 
wiser to recall Allan Lamb or choose a 
newcomer—this being the middle order 
slot 

And, as for the pnme all-rounder s 
position, England cannot really unearth 
anyone to compensate for Botham at this 
peak The fact is, of course, the 
Somerset-tumed-Worcestershire 
exponent is only a shadow of his former 
seU as a bowler He has lost the 
outswinger almost completely, and all 
told, he is, these days, quite friendly The 
mduction of de Freitas is, in fact, likely 
to mcrease the penetration of England’s 
attack 

It does not matter in the least, except to 
those who don't understand cricket, who 
wins or who loses in one-day cricket, for 
this isn’t proper cricket at all Pakistan's 
victory m the recently concluded 
series—which is the real 
test—emphasised that England are by no 
means a world-bestmg side Indeed, the 
players and the press m England got 
rather carried awi^ with the retention of 
The Ashes” earlier this year One doesn’t 
wish to deny Englishmen the pleasure 
they derive £rom beating Australia, but 
at the current juncture, given the 
appalling weakness of the Austr a l ians , a 
wm over them has relatively httle value 

But few in England are as yet much 



concerned about the Eelianoe Cup This, 
in England cricket lover’s eyes, is a 
distant event to be followed, if 
worthwhile, wt»n It comes For the 
moment, cricket buffs in the countries 
are still busy discussing the memorable 
Oval Test And, of course, the five day 
extravaganza to mark the Bicentenary of 
the Marylebone Cricket Club 
This 18 not to suggest that England 
will not str ive their utmost to clinch the 
Cup But this assignment will have no 
great priority—and qiute rightly—than 
the winter’s tours of Pakistan and New 
Zealand 
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.■ '■^1 THE Board of 

Control for 
Cricket in 
India has not 
! been veiy 

just to the 
last national 
I i-r selection 
committee Nor has it 
been fair to the present 
one By all accounts, 
both seem to be victims 
of the Board s internal 
power politics 
The wholesale 
scrappmgr of the last set 
of selectors has merely 
created an 
unnecessary—and 
unpleasant—precedent 
Not only has it exposed 
the Board's 

indecisiveness, but also 
upset the continuity 
which IS essential for the 
national cause Not only 
will the present 
committee feel unsure of 
Itself but whatever 
experiments the last 
comnuttee had indulfired 
in have been totally 
nullified 

What was the need for 
such total annihilation'^ 
As it 18 the much 
respected previous 
Chairman, Hsuiumant 
Singh, was on his way 
out having served his 
full term of four years 
With the unfortunate 
death of Kripal Singh 
another void was 
created The Board need 
not have been as drastic 
in Its action as it was 
The case of Naren 
Tamhane was a positive 
shame The way the man 
was eased out after only 
eight months in office 
was no justice The 
reliable former Test 
wicket-keeper found 
himself in a scenario of 
unreliable, 
non-cncketing Board 
adnumstrotors 
Even the new selection 
comnuttee got a raw 
deal They were given 
neither the time nor the 


SELECTING A 
SELECTION 
COMMITTEE! 


opportunity to look 
around for talent They 
didn't even get the time 
to sit and deliberate 
Although they a^’e 
men of impeccable 
cricketing credentials i1 
was too much to expect 
them to sit at the first 
meeting and produce the 
names of 25 hopefuls for 
the ensuing Reliance 
Trophy Surely these 



BapuNadkaml 


men were not movmg 
around the country 
scoutmg for talent 
during the last year or 
two m anticipation that 
they would be thrust 
into this position of 
responsibility in August 
1987' As it transpired 
the most respected 
cricket brain of 
them—Raj Singh— was 
not even in India at the 


HP 
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B.8. Chandrashekar 


Chetan Chanhan 



Raj Singh Dungarpur 


time of appointment and 
meeting' 

Over the years, 
unfortunately, our 
national selectors have 
not really crowned 
themselves with glory 
They have always taken 
the easiest route by 
watching the fancied 
sides and selecting their 
players for national 
honours Very rare have 
been the exceptions 

However it would be 
churlish to blaune the 
selectors entirely 
Theirs is not a well-paid, 
lull time job They have 
to spend their time at 
their respective 
professions Hence 
ultimately they end up 
watching only the 
important fixtures In 
this case many a talent 
if they happen to belong 
to weaker teams slip by 
never to be heard ol 
again 

I would suggest that 
the selection committee 
be appointed foi at least 
a 2 year term so that 
experiments can be 
boldly undertaken and 
continuity of schemes 
maintained Further 
the selectors must be 
given an appropriate 
honorarium 
cxmimensuiate with the 
high position and wide 
responsibility Thiswill 
enable them to devote 
their full time and 
attention to the arduous 
task 

Finally they must be 
asked to move around 
the country to watch 
potential candidates it 
only stands to reason 
that every first-class 
player in the land must 
be gpven a proper Icxik 
And not only those who 
come from fancied sides 
a nd powerful lobbies 

After all, the job is to 
select the national side 

Rsju MukharlM 




sign today, haggle tomorrow and 
fino the nigheat bidder by 
weak end . The aoceer world ie up¬ 
side down 

New York Times on the increasing 
money-mindedness of Europe’s star 
footballers. 


Boxing should be less male- 
oriented 

Barry Hearn, manager of snooker 
world champion Steve Davis 


The African sports people are In 
a cMt stick. They want to be Inde* 
pwident, but they know that with* 
CNit government money they can go 
nowhere 
David Holler 



I sleep with my cricket bat, 1 keep 
out of the way of them 

Geoff Boycott, when asked if he 
ever had trouble with women 


It can be exasperating to have 
played for 10 years and still be 
considered on a knife-edge. 

David Gower 


Tennis is so individuatistic, Ifa 
sickening 
John McEnroe 



. t IMI sorry fdr Mm ^dcEnroe) as 
s buman tiwng 
Boris Bscber 


I'm not a brat, we’re not gambling 
bums 

Mike Qattmg 


A lot of pSoMe want me to lose. 
Thsivr's a wt of pressure on me 

J(^ McEnroe 














ALEX FERGUSON COLUMN 


Money For Something 


O F all the top class 
footballers who can 
be seen in England, I 
think it’s fair to say that 
Peter Beardsley and 
Brian McClair will come 
under the closest 
scrutiny this season. It’s 
difficult to think of 
anyone Who faces a 
bigger challenge than 
these two. 

Beardsley became the 
•most expensive player in 
the history of the British 
game in the summer 
when Liverpool paud 
Newcastle £1.9 million 
for him and, as if that 
won’t create enough 
pressure for him, he has 
been looked upon as a 
successor to the great 
Kenny Dalglish. 
McClair, whom I signed 
from Celtic for 
£850,000, will be 
expected to shatter the 
so-called “hoodoo” on 
Manchester United 
strikers, and help propel 
the club to the 
Championship for the 
first time since 1967. 

I have been impressed 
with Beardsley, an 
exceptionally 
imaginative player, who 
is superb at bringing 
team-mates into the 
game smd making 
penetrative runs with 
the ball. As he operates 
deeper than most other 
strikers, he has tended 
to be more effective as a 
goal-maker than a 
goal-scorer. He has been 
in that mould for some 
time, and it will be 
difficult for him to 
change. 

I think that point is 
Important because 
strikers are usually 
judged by the number of 
goals tbev score and the 
niunbw of times they 


Liverpool bought Peter 
Beardsley for £1,900,000. 
Manchester United bought 
Brian McClair for 
£850,000. The question 
that will haunt them for the 
rest of the season is: are 
they worth it? 



can be seen on the end of 
attacks. That’s not 
Beardsley’s game. 

This could be a 
problem area for 
Liverpool, whowill have 
to adjust to being 
without Ian Rush as well 
as Dalglish. 

For me, Dalglish ^d . 
Rush are football 
geniuses. No disrespect 
to Beardsley, or the 
other forwards 
Liverpool have 
signed—-John Aldridge 
and John Barnes—but 
it’s asking a lot for men 
with their special talents 
to be replac^ so 
quickly. 

It goes without saying 
that I have high hopes of 
McClair, despite the fact 
that he has never 
previously appeared in 
the English League and 
that even a striker as 
talented as Charlie 
Nicholas—another 
youngster who came to 
the fore with Celtic—has 
generally struggled to 
produce his best form at 
this level—with Arsenal. 

Nicholas, of course, 
was a member of the 
Scotland World Cup 
squad that I managed, 
and 1 have no hesitation 
in singling him out as 
one of the most skilful 
players I have worked 
with. 

I can’t help thinking 
that too much has been 
expected of him in 
England, in that he is 
not the sort of forward 
who is involved in a 
glume virtually idl the 
time. He is a player who 


What is Beardsley 
ddiig: actually asldng 
for more 




drifts out of the picture 
for lengfthy spells, but 
one who is always liable 
to produce the decisive 
niatoh-winning burst. 

As for McClair, he was 
one of the few players 
who caused Aberdeen 


problems when 1 was 
manager there. That’s 
some compliment 


Whiteside, aggressive 
and arrogant, could 
complement McClidr 



because Aberdeen, with 
their Scottish 
international 
goalkeeper Jim 
Leighton and central 
defenders Alex McLeish 
and Willie Miller, were 
renowned for being 
tight at the back. 

Brian is deceptive in 
that he can occasionally 
appear quite 
lackadaisical and 
casual, as is the case 
with Rush. He has 
tremendous pace, is a 
good striker of the ball 
with either foot, and 
looking at his Celtic 
record, no-one can doubt 
his ability to 
consistently stick the 
ball in the net. 

At Celtic, he didn’t just 
function as a 
close-to-goal poacher. 
They used him in a deep 
role in a number of 
matches, exploiting his 
ability to go past 
opponents with the ball, 
and his shooting jxjwer. 
He was both a great 
goalscorer and a scorer 
of great goals. While I 
would prefer to see 
Brian playing up front 
for Manchester United, 
his experience will make 
us more flexible than 
ever in attack. 

For example, if Bryan 
Robson makes one of 
those powerful runs of 
his into the box, McClair 
or Norman Whiteside 
(another striker who has 
played in midfield) will 
be able to drop back into 
his position. Norman, 
the more powerful and 
aggressive of the two, 
should complement 
Brisui well. I feel that 
Brian will also benefit 
through Norman’s 
experience of playing 
for Manchester United. 
Though younger than 
Brian, Norman has 
already assumed the 
"elder statesman” role. 

There is of course, a 


difference between 
English and Scottish 
football. In the main. 
English teams release 
the ball more quickly 
than those in 
Scotland—it’s more of a 
passing game—and 
seems to me to be 
stronger physically. 

This was first driven 
home to me after 
watching Wimbledon 
play a friendly match 
against IFK Gothenburg 
before Aberdeen faced 
the Swedes in the 
1985/86 European Cup. 
From my seat in the 
Plough Lane stands, the 
Gothenburg players, the 
smallest of whom was 
their 5ft. llin. 
goal-keeper, didn’t seem 
as tall and powerfuUs' 
built as they did when 1 
was standing alongside 
them in the players’ 
tunnel at Pittodrie. It 
came as quite a 
shock—as did the 
realisation that the 
physiques of the 
Wimbledon players had 
been more or less the 
same. 

Since I’ve b€?en in 
England, I have found 
that numerous other 
teeuns have a high 
number of big men. I 
have also been 
impressed by the 
number of teams who 
have attempted to play 
in a skilful, constructive 
manner. 

I see no reason why 
Brian McClair, a 
mature, sensible young 
man as well as a gifted 
footballer, should not 
blossom in this 
environment. 
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LETTER FROM AMERICA 


Lendl WIU 
Win ThelJS 
Open Again 

Paul Fein puts his money 
on Ivan Lendl, ‘the 
champion nobody cares 
about’ 





W hether fickle 
eports fans like 
or not, Ivan Lendl 
will capture his third US 
Open title and sixth 
overall Grand Slam 
crown That should 
clinch Ivan's niche in 
tenms history as one of 
the game’s more 
productive, if colourless 
champions 
“The Champion 
Nobody Cares 
About”—as that 
insulting Sports 
JlluBtrated magazme 
cover headlined his 1986 
US Open victory—again 
rates him as the player 
to beat and the player so 
few can beat 
Let’s give this man 
credit After a lack of 
stamina (and guts) cost 
him the 1982 and ’83 US 
Open hnals against 
Jimmy Ckmnors, Lendl 
became a fitness fanatic 
The mind-boggling 
training regimen he 
endures mvolves 23 
miles of cycling daily, 
aerobics, running, 
assorted other sports, 
plus grueling workouts 
with coach Tony Roche 
Although he lacked 
the supreme athleticism 
of previous Open Era 
stars Connors, Bjom 
Borg and John 
McEnroe, the ex-Czech 
made himself into the 
world’s undisputed No 
1 and has reigned for 
2^/fe years After losing 
in his first four Qrand 
Slam finals, he was 
ridiculed as a “quitter” 
(true) and “choker” 
(false) Confided Lendl 
“If I would go all the 
tune by what’s written, 
what’s said about 

His munrthodox 
buggywhlp foreliaad, 
powerful serve and 
efficient disposal of his 
opponents are the 
reasons why he is called 
The Terminator* on the 
oirouit 


myself, I would go orasy 
after a week ” 

Instead) with 
unswerving dedication, 
he unproved his 
backhand, serve, 
conditioning, mobility 
andvcdley 

It can be argued that 
Lendl doesn’t have a 
great net game and that 
his backhand can 
occasionally be brdkan 
down by a sustained 
attack But those arehis 
only “relative” 
weaknesses His 
unorthodox, deadly 
buggrywhip forehand 
and powerful serve and 
coolly efficient disposal 
of opponents are the 
reasons why he’s known 
as “The Termmator” 
around the circuit 

I predict Flushing 
Meadow’s boisterous 
spectators and milhons 
via worldwide television 
will witness the prime of 
Ivanlendl At age 27, 
with his mental, 
physical and all-court 
games at their 
zeniths—competmg 
only 35 miles from his 
Greenwich, Connecticut 
estate and supported by 
his lovely girlfinend 
Samantha Frankel—^he 
will mow down the field 

What makes Boris 
Becker the leading 
threat to dethrone Lendl 
IS his determination to 
redeem himself for his 
disappointing, even 
baff^gyear The West 
German wonderkid was 
upset m the Australian 
C^n fourth round by 
Wally Masur, withdrew 
from the Upton 
International Players 
Championships and 
WCT Finals because of 
lUnees, gained the 
French Open 
eexmlinalB end was 
upset again in the 
second round at 
Wimbledon by Peter 
Doohan 



Theories about young 
Boris’bad results vary 
Was it caused fay his 
bitter breakup with 
longtune ooaoh Gunther 
BoBoh who blasted Boris’ 
lax training habits and 
attitude^ Was he unduly 
distracted by the many 
charms oi Benedicts 
Courtin. his new 
traveling companion^ 

Or had the {U'^ures of 
euperstardom begun to 
take their toll on the 
sports world’s most 
celebrated teenager^ 

Becker’s 

often-bnlliant play 
during his Ave-set Davis 
Cup victories over John 
faicBnroe and ’Tun 
Mayotte revived 
memones of the "Boom 
Boom’’ that stunned 
Wimbledon in 1985 and 
1086 The tremendous 
power only he possesses 
m every stroke 
department was 
breathtaking 

Whether his brute 
force may be 
significantly blunted on 
the medium-speed 
deco-Turf n hardcourts 
at the US Open remains 
a sigruflcant question 
Impatient Boris can also 
be outsteadied and 
outsmarted as Joakim 
Nystrom and Miloslav 
Mecir displayed at 
previous Opens ^till, 
Becker who has droj^ied 
fromNo OtoNo 4, 
seems too talented an 
athlete and too fiercely 
oompetiUvs not to reach 
at l^t one Grand Slam 
tournament final this 
year 

Meoir, the surprise 
and intriguing Antdist 
at the 1086 US Open, 
may have peaked too 
soon In March he 
avenged his Open 
drubbing Lendl with 
an impresidve 7-6,6-2, 
7-5 conquest m the 
Lipton International 
final and a month later 



outclassed McEnroe 6-0, but lethal style, 

3-6,6-2,6-2 for the WCT excellent two-handed 

title “In two years I backhand and graceful 

think Milos will be No quickness, has 
1,” predicted Mats weaknesses that 

Wilander whom Mecir opponents are 

routed 6-1,6-1,6-3 m beginning to exploit 
the first round in Dallas For example, he can be 

Wilander analyzed overpowered as Anders 

that “You have to have a Jarryd did at Wimbledon 

special weapon to beat and outsteadied as a 

him"—like the Becker retrieving Lendl cleverly 

serve or the McEnroe showed at Paris 

volley Yet "The Big Cash’s grass court 

Cat,” with his deceptive abilltes and recent 


"Hs is the quickest 
Australian player Since 
Roy Emerson, the 
strongest sinoe Lew 
Hoad, the toughest 
mentally since Ken 
Rosewall and has got 
Rod Laver’s abllito with 
the ball.** 

form—^Davis Cup hero in 
December, Australian 
Open runnerup in 
January and Wimbledon 
triumph—cannot be 
disputed Neither can 
the lavish praise of 
former Ausaie great 
Neale Fraser who says, { 
"He 18 the quickest 
Australian tennis player 
since Roy Emerson, the 
strongest auioe Lew 
Hoad, the toughest 
mentally smce Ken 
Rosewall, and has got 
Rod Laver’s abihty with 
the ball ’’ 

This skeptic doubts 
his groundstrc^es can 
pass the more 
oompreheneive test 
required on hardcourts 
where aggressive 
serving, volleying and 
returning serve won’t be 
sufficient^ On the other 
hand, a leap mature and 
polished Cash had a 
match pomt m his 
five-setter against Lendl 
m the ’84 Open 
semifinals 
McEnroe, the mad 
gemus won't win his 
fifth U S Open or 
control hiB volatile 
emotions Expect him 
though to play his best 
tennis smoe the ’85 Open 
final when Lendl 
dethroned him After 
three sensational Davis 
Cup sets (lasting Ave 
hours mdoors) against 
Becker, Mac was 
exhausted and faltering 
badly That lack of 
Atneas could be his 
downfall 6igam 
Also remember, 
nothing 18 still 
beyond the 36 year 
old Jimmy Connors 







SPOTREPORT 


Pan-Am Games 

The Carl And 
Jackie Show 


I T was beginning to 
look like another 
Cuban war created 
by the media, 
featuring the USA 
and its defiant political 
adversary Fortunately, 
the tenth Pan>am Games 
was redeemed by the 
presence of the king and 
queen of American 
athletics Last minute 
entries Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee, the best 
all-round female athlete 
of the world gave it the 
touch of class and the 
consummate showman 
Carl Lewis stole the 
media spotlight horn the 
politics through his 
quest for a legendary 
record 

The flag waving was 
controlled and the 
television coverage was 
not as biased as it was in 
Los Angeles The 
organisers at 
Indianapolis effectively 
handled the sensitive 
moident mvolving the 
Cuban team and its 
detractors The US 
oontmgent, which 
consisted mostly of the 
nation’s second best 
talent, gave a stunning 
performance with 
Pan-Am records 
aplenty Still the media's 
predebction was for the 
Cuban-US sideshow 
Overwhelming may be 
a better word to qualify 
the stellar show by the 
US team Four years ago 
at Caracas, the 
American team earned 
325 medals At 
Indianapolis, the team 
had claimed 305 vnth 
the whole second week 
to spare Hundred and 
fifty gold, 104 silver and 
71 bronze medals—an 
impressive tally indeed 
Second placed Cuba had 
only 146, including 59 
golds The Yanks had 
hit the jackpot without 
the services of its top 
swimmers and track and 


field stars who were 
busy m Australia and 
Europe 

Even as Jackie thi illed 
the world with her 
record , the young 
swimmers made big 
waves in the pool and 
the US men dethroned 
the talented Cubans in 
the gymnastics team 
event, the media’s 
attention was on 
politics Things turned 
ugly on August 14lhe 
12-man Cuban boxing 
team charged into the 


stands to punch out 
anti-Castio Cuban exiles 
who were allegedly 
destroying a Cuban flag 
Foi many it was banner 
head material 
Fortunately Carl 
Lewis saved the day by 
announcing his 
mtention to break Bob 
Beamon’s 19-year-old 
record Suddenly the 
qualifying round of the 
long jump became the 
media event of the day 
Although Lewis only 
managed to be the 


second qualifier for the 
finals, he had effectively 
turned the media’s focus 
to sports Even the 
histone win of the US 
baseball tram over Cuba 
was partially lost m the 
anticipation for the long 
jump finals the 
following day 
Incidentally, it was 
Cuba’s first loss in 
Pan-Am baseball m 17 
years 

Actually. Carl had 
only picked up from 
where Jackie had left 
Husband-coach Bob was 
not happy about Jackie’s 
decision to enter the 
Pan Am Games He 
wanted her to 
concentrate on the 
heptathlon in Rome 
Jackie wanted to 
attempt the long jump, 
her favourite event 
"Jackie knows what she 
18 capable of,’’he 
reasoned Indeed she 
did 

A Pan-Am record was 
already set by teammate 
Jennifer Innis even 
before Jackie attempted 
her first jump Jackie 
broke the brand new 
record a mmute later in 
her first try The second 
leap was foul, but the 
third was half an mch 
improvement of her own 
national record of 23-9 
1/2 Bob knew 
something was m the 
air He signalled her to 
goon Her sixth and 
final jump looked 
impressive After 15 
agomsmg xmnutes, the 
announcement came 
Jackie Joyner-Kersee 
had tied the 24 fi»t,5 1/2 
mch world record of 
Heike Drechsler of East 
Germany, to become the 
third woman m history 
to hold sunultaneous 
world records m two 
events 

Carl Lewis failed yel 
again to break the legen¬ 
dary Beamon’s reoorc 





Carl Lewis was in 
Indianapolis in 1982 for 
the National Sports 
Fe8tival.,He leaped just 
over 30 feet but it was 
ruled foul. This time he 
was coming: back with a 
. 50 -win streak to try 
a^ain. He knew that if 
the winds were 
favourable, he could do 
it in spite of limited 
competitive experience 
over the past two years. 

The winds played 
havcc though the 
crowds cheered him on. 
At the end of the 
evening, he had to be 
satisfied with five jumps 
over 28 feet, by far the 
best series of jumps by 
anyone in one meet. 
Eventual bronze 
medallist Jaime 
Jefferson of Cuba had 
set the tone by breaking 
Ralph Boston’s 1967 
Games record of 27-2 
1/2. Larry Myricks 
surpassed Jefferson 
only to be overtaken by 
Lewis. The new record 
which came in the 
fourth attempt by Lewis 
of 28-8 1/2 was his best 
attempt since 1984 and 
his fourth best. It g^ve 
him his first Pan-Am 
medal and record. 

Before his final jxunp 
Lewis fotind enough 
time to anchor the 
4 x lOOm relay team to 
eui impressive win.The 
absence of injured Mark 
Witherspoon had 
already weakened the 
team. It needed him and 
he was there. 

The US track and field 
team collected 56 medals 
(26 gold. 15 silver and 
15 bronze), the second 
highest total in its 
Pan-Am history. It had 
scored more medals in 
Chicago in 1966, but 
with a stronger national 
team. Disasters added to 
the absence of leading 
stars. Mark 
Witherspoon was 



As usual Oreg Loug^anls 
took both the 
diving golds 

injured while qualifying 
for the 100 metre finals. 
Greg Foster and Cletus 
Clark crashed in the 
1 lOm hurdles after 
taking a comfortable 
lead. Terry Brahm was 
disqualified from the 
5,000 metre silver for 
using teammate Doug 
PadiUa as pacesetter. 
However a bunch of 
newcomers took their 
team way beyond Cuba’s 
tally of 22 medals. 

The Carl and Jackie 
show eclipsed Greg 
Loug:anis’ diving double 
in his third consecutive 
Pan-Am Games. The 
1979 and 1983 
champion was able to 
win the gfold in the 
10 -metre platform 
without even attempting 
the seventh dive. Yet he 
took it to add another 
Pan-Am record to the 
one he had set in the 3 
metre spring board. 
Olympians Betsy 
MitcheU and Kelly 
McCormick claimed the 
gold in the women’s 
event, the former with a 
Pan-Am record. 

Although the 


inexperienced US'B'team 
had a rich haul of 
medals, the star 
attraction was 
16-year-old Silvia Poll of 
Cc»ta Rica. She won her 
country's first Pan-Am 
gold, and a total of eight 
medals, including three 
golds. The youngster, 
born of German parents 
in Nicaragua, has 
refused to accept a 
swimming scholarship 
in the United States. She 
believes that the US 
swimmers can learn by 
coming to Costa Rica. 

Scot Johnson and Tim 
Daggett, the remnants 
of the Olympic gold 
medal team of Los 
Angeles, led the US 
challenge in the men’s 
gymnastics. Cuba, the 
champion of the past 
two Games, was led by 
Casimiro Suarez who 
won the highest number 
of medals in the 1983 
Games. Injuries to 
Daggett and Kevin 
Davis made matters 
worse for the 
Americans, but the 
underdogs hung in 
there to dethrone the 
champs. Johnson took 
the all round individual 
medal from defending 
champion Suarez. The 




US veteran finished the. 
competition with two 
other individual golds 
and four silvers. 
Casimiro retained gold 
medals in the vault and 
floor events and won two 
silvers as well. Still it 
was a disappointing ' ‘ 
show for the 25-yeaJH>ld 
Cuban who has been 
representing his’ 
country since 1978. 

The toughest blow for 
the Cubans had come in ' 
baseball. The US team of 
college students ended 
its 37-game streak in the 
round robin by a 6-4 
marg:in. Cuba suffered 
another upset from the 
US in handball in 
overtime to win the gold. 
Cuba’s consolation in 
team events came in 
women’s volipybaU as it 
beat the US 

convincingly. It was the 
third straight loss for 
the US women against' 
the Cubans. Anoth^ 
loss to Peru on the day 
after it had put the 
Americans out of medal 
contention. 

The US averted a 
Cuban sweep in 
wrestling with the help 
of Mario Martinez, the 
1984 Olympic silver 
medallist. He set 
Pan-Am records in 
winning three events. 
The US could add only 
20 other niedals. While 
Cuba finished way ahead 
with 30 medals 
including 25 gold. 

Both teams are going 
head to head in boxing 
The more experienced 
and talented Cubans had 
been the favouriteu right 
from the start. The final' 
round of volleyball and 
baseball will be exciting. 
As we go to press the 
medal gap between the 
US, Cuba and Canada - 
will have been narrowed 
as some of the team 
events are completed. 

Qsorge K. George 

- .. . 



CALCUTTA SOCCEA 


GOALS COME EASY 

East Bengal and Mohun Bagan run into form with 
convincing wins over the lesser mortals. Mohammedan 
Sporting find the going a lot tougher. A photo feature 



Thingrs aren’t really 
going Sishir Ohosh’a 
way. The Mohun Bagan 
striker is being heavily 
marked in almost every 
match. Here he has the 
two Aikya Sammilani 
stoppers to deal with. 
Ghosh managed to score 
once in the match 


Former international 
Subhas Bhowmlok, 
presently the George 
Telegraph ooaoh, 
signals "Four minutM to 
go" during his side’s 
match against 
Mohammedan Sporting. 
The latter were upset by 
a goal oomlng throi^h 
one time great Siir^Jit 
Sengupta 









Cheema is playing better 
than ever before and is 
two goals ahead of 
Sishir Ohosh in the 
soprer’s list. He has Just 
scored against Railway 
FC. Kartick Sett, Sudip 
Chatterjee and K^hanu 
Dey are the grateful trio 



Mohun Bagan’s 
Debashish Roy plays 
‘Peacemaker’ as 
spectators lose their cool 
and hurl stones on to the 
ground. A linesman was 
hurt and Mohun Bagan 
beat their opponents 
Aikya Sammilani 3-0 







IMFltNESStgr 

Starving yourself 
can be (togerous 


L ast week we vfere 
diecunsinga 
problem sent in by 
a reader which 
mainly tried to knock 
fat around the 
mid-section. Of course, 
left to us it would be 
exercise that would 
reign supreme, but 
there are many who feel 
that there are easier 
ways of getting slim. 
What they don’t accept is 
that it is also the lazier 
way of getting slim. 

And, can even be the 
dangerous way of 
getting slim. 

Which side of the 
fence do you sit on? Are 
you the exeroising type? 
Or just plain lazy? If 
you're the lazy type who 
chooses to sit back and 
cut down on your food in 
the hope of losing fat, 
you’re going to watch 
what you’re doing. 
Because more often than 
not. your type of person 
tends to get carried 
away with the dieting bit 
and ends up worse off. 

Dieting, in the strict 
sense of the word, is 
fine. But it’s when you 
start going to extremes 
and almost fSsting, then 
the trouble starts 
Agreed it’s a convenient 
way of losing weight 
and looking slimmer, 
but only if your body can 
take it. 

There are people who 
can go a couple of days 
on a water-only diet 
without really harming 
themselves. But this 
depends on your system. 
If you’ve got a sensitive 
oarbcmydrate metabolic 
system, even twelve 
hours Without food can 
be torture. Anything 
more than that can have 
you in trouble as your 
metabolic system rebels 
to the Inoonsiderate 
treatment you’re meting 
out to it. 

The basic ols^eotive of 


programme is to reduce 
mtake ot food while 
stepping up on the 
activity. This 
automatically makes the 
body break into its 
stores of energy—^the 
fat. As long as you’re on 
a very slight deficit 
regimen and eating a 
balanced diet, you won’t 
have any problems But 
cut out any ingredients, 
and you'ie in trouble 
It’s like this You can 
cut out the 

carbohydrates and start 
using your body tissues 
for fuel—not just fat but 


muscle and blood stores 
as well But if you keep 
it up for too long, you 
start digging into your 
protein stores too. That 
is when you start feeling 
ill Unfortunately, it’s 
also at the protein stage 
that the body gets 
started with the fat 
You cannot afford to 
deplete your body of 
protein. While 
carbohydrate and fat are 
expendable, protein is 
the basic fibre of your 
existanoe And any diet 
that starts using up 
your protem stores is a 


killer. The body is 
always using * 
carbohydrate protein 
and fat in he 
metabolism, Winlethe 
metaboUam 
prooeas—which dm be 
brdEsn down into 
cataboUemand 
anabolism—goes on aU 
the time and at a normal 
rate, you have to ts^ 
into account the basic 
demands of your body. 

Catabolism is the < 
breaking down and' 
utilization of subetanoas 
and tieeuea in your 
body. Anabolism is the 
continuous building up 
of your body tissues at a 
fairly constant rate. If 
you're in a stable 
breakdown-buildup 
cycle, these processes 
balance each other and 
your body competition 
remains uniform. 
Over-exertion and 
starvation will 
accelerate the catabolic 
process but it’s quite 
another thing to do the 
same to the anabolic 
process. You can’t really 
balance it off by resting 
and overeating, instead 
you’ll find that your 
body dips into its protein 
stores even if you’re on a 
high-protein diet. 

The basic objective 
behind all this self 
torture is to get slimmer 
while preserving the 
body in its normal state 
of health. The excess fat 
that has you worried is 
the result of a little too 
much food, a little too 
much inactivity—in 
short, a little too much 
of good living. All you 
have to really do Is trim 
down on the food and 
step up the physical 
activity gently. 

We’ve gone Into the 
exerdBing earlier. Nett 
week well go into the 
wide-variety diet that 
wiUhelpyoufst ^ 



MADRAS 


CfickBt Overioad 

S OMETIMEJS ona hears the 
complaint that there is too 
much oriolEet being played 
internationally. In their own way, 
the Tamil Nadu cricketers 
complain that perhaps there is too 
much cricket being played in the 
State, especially in Madras. And 
this year this complaint seems to 
be quite justified. 

From July to September, the 
cricketers—both young and old. 
established or those just 
beginning to make a mark—have 
had as gruelling a grind that they 
can possibly undergo. And it is 
cricket of every sort, the limited 
overs game, the two day league 
matches and the longer three day 
grame. 

Moreover, to make 
matters worse,the task of 
adjusting to different forms of 
sricket has become even more 
difficult. The fact that a three day 
competition is followed by a 
limited overs comfietition which 
in turn is followed by another 
boumament in which matches are 
of three day duration. And in 
between all this the two-day 
League matches are fitted in. 

And yet after finishing all this, 
the cricketers have stiU to play 
representative competitions like 
the M. Chinnaswamy Trophy for 
under 22 and the Inter 
Association Tournament (under 
25). No wonder the players have 
complained that perhaps the 
TNCA is taxing them to much. 
July and August are not by any 
yardstick pleasant months in 
Madras and September is so hot 
that it is often described as the 
"second summer”. 

The Dyanora—MCX? 
Tournament was introduced last 
year and this year the new 
tournament was the 
Chemplast—Pasadena. While the 
latter was purely a local 
tournament for eight first 
division league sides, ostensibly to 
preicare the State cricketers for 
the longer game. The 
Dyanora—MCC Tournament was 
a limited overs oompetition(56 


overs), the contestants being 13 
local teams and three outstation 
sides, VST Colts from Hyderabad. 
Indian Airlines from New Delhi 
and All India State Bank. 

The final provided very few of 
the thrills normally associated 
with limited over games, but there 
was a story book finish all the 
same. AISB with an array of stars 
in Roger Binny (capt), Yashpal 
Sharma, Ashok Malhotra, Abdul 
Azeem, Aiun Paul, Khalid Abdul 
Qayyum, Kirmani and Raghuram 
Bhat were favoured to win and 
lead off with a reasonable total of 
226 for 7 in 42 overs. lA took off 
smoothly, but towards the end 
they faltered a bit allowing AISB 
an even chance of winning. Still 
six runs were needed off the last 
over with three wickets in hand. 
Rajinder Singh Qhai who had 
come in after the fall of the 
seventh wicket had yet to face a 
ball. He now faced up to Yashpal 
Sharma bowling the last over and 
carted the very first delivery over 
long off for a six to signal lA’s 
triumph. Ghai’s consistent 
performances earned for him the 
‘player of the tournament award’. 

The tournament, even though 
hit by rain was a success and 
marked by at least one fine 
match—the semifinal between 
TVS and AISB which saw the 
latter win by three wickets, the 
winning shot—a six by 
Binny —being struck off the fifth 
ball of the last over Binny was 74 
not out to counter Srikkanth’s 
brilliant unbeaten 121 for TVS 
and AISB wonphasing a formidble 
target—228 in 30 overs. 

Pwteb Ramchand 


BOMBAY 


Selling To PiAUsUng 

M arine sports, an exclusive 
sports bookshop has taken its 
first step into the world of 
publishing. The “Pakistan Book of 
cricket 1985-86” was released by 
well-known cricket statistician 
Sudhir Vaidyaat the Wankhede 
Stadium recently. 

The 234-page book consists of 
descriptions and elaborate 
statistical information on the 
season in Pakistan. It also follows 
their progress on foreign tours. It 
has been edited by Qamar Ahmad. 

Of topical interest are the 
chapters on 2iaheer Abbas, the 
Test centres in Pakistan and 
Hundred Years of Parsi Cricket 
The last will be of special interest 
to Indian leaders. 

Mr. Theodore Braganza of Marine 
Sports said that it was a dream 
come true for the family. His 
father, the late Mr.Bruno 
Braganza, who had set up the 
bookshop 31 years ago, had 
planned to enter into the 
publishing business just before 
his death. 

The book is available in 
{saperback with black and white 
illustrations. 


Siidhir Vaidya releasing the 
“Pakistan Book of Cricket 
1B85-S6” as proprietor Theodore 
Braganza looks on 




JUJ. at TUB OAKE 


Mama’s 
Boy (cott) 

Even at 47 

Wow many of you 
Uremember the odd 
methods of the former 
Engfland Test opener 
Qeoff Boycott’ While the 
world has moved on. 
people m Eng’land 
certainly haven't Which 
explains why BBC Radio 
4 set up an mterview of 
Oeoff Boycott by noted 
psychiatrist Dr 
Anthony Clare 
While the mterview 
was mterestmg, the 
following bit is quite 
revealmg when it comes 
to the 47-year-old 
bachelor's views on 
women After he 
admitted that he has 
never been lonely, even 
while touring abroad. 
Boycott also admitted 
that he doesn't do too 
well with his personal 
relationships But on the 
topic ot women 
Dr Clare "Have you 
had as much trouble 
with women as 1 think 
youll agree you had 
with men’' 

Boycott "No, 1 don’t 
smoke, I don’t drink and 
I sleep with my cricket 


bat I keep out of the way 
of them ” 

Dr Clare "What 
happened to them for 
you I mean, did your 
mother say to you 
‘Geoffrey, stay away 
from the women’’’’ 
Boycott “Stay away 
from the girls," she said 
'they get you in the 
woods, they get you mto 
trouble ’ I always 
followed me mum’s 
advice Always follow 
your mum’s advice 
Mums always give you 
sound advice ’ 

Maradtma 
In His 

Underwear? 

That*s Madonna, 
not Maradona 

A merican football 
players haven t 
always been the 
brightest of people And 
the Denver Broncos and 
the Los Angeles Rams 
certainly weren t too 
impi eased with the fact 
that they were gomg to 
follow m the illustrious 
Maradona s bootsteps 
when they stepped onto 
the hallowed Wembley 



turf for the American 
Bowl 1987 Why, one of 
them even said, “Hey, I 
thought that was the 
dame that sang in her 
underwear' 

As if that wasn’t 
enough, there was even 
more to come when 
Channel 4 wined and 
dined the American 
entourage in the 
company of Princess Di 
Margaret Thatcher and 
Colonel Gadaffi at 
Madame Tussauds One 
confused journalist even 
said I ve just seen my 
old friend (the late) 
Henry Moore at the bar 
I almost spoke to him 



Three 
Blrdic» in 
Hand 

Are worth a fall in 
the tank 

A lison NICHOLS the 
women s Open 
Champion made quite a 
splash at the BMW 
German Open golf 
championship at 
Wendlohe Hamburg 
when she slipped from 
the bank of a hazard at 
the sixth hole and fell 
into the water during 
her opening round 
But that dunkmg 
seemed to do the trick 
foi hei Playing well 
below her best till then 
she had been three over 
par at the sixth gi een 
itself but after she dried 
off from her umntended 
swi m she suddenly 
found herself back in top 
gear Onto the nmth 
green and she had three 
birdies m-a-row for a 
total score of 73 which 
placed her in fourth spot 
after the opening round 
Next time you are 
havuig trouble getting 
your game together, try 
jumping Into the nearest 
pond I^jpst might do 
the trick, 








MARY 


I n AHMi Even the 
Xwpresence of an 
adoring: home crowd 
cannot inspire Miloslav 
Mecir to lift his game 
enough to avoid defeat 
as he goes down 3-6,7-5, 
6-7 to unseeded Jaroslav 
Navratil in the opening 
round of the inaugural 
Grand Prix tennis 
tournament at 
Czechoslovakia. 

Kenya imderline their 
growing aspirations of 
international hockey as 
they win the gold medal 
at the All Africa Games 
being held in Nairobi. 
Playing Zambia in the 
last roundrobin match. 
Kenya slam in 16 goals 
to beat Zimbabwe to 
second place on goal 
average. 




I OJUguSl India's 
XORamesh Krishnan 
cannot withstand the 
sheer power of Slobodan 
Zivojinovic and goes 
down 4-6, 5-7 in the 
second round of the 
$300,000 Players' 
International tennis 
tournament at Montieal. 

Alessandro Andrei of 
Italy heaves the shot to 
22.91 metres and a new 
world record as he wms 
the event at an 
international track and 
field meet at Viareggio. 
Andrei’s throw betters 
East Germany's Udo 
Bayer’s previous world 
mark by 0.27 metres. 


|>| jUWHt Derek 
X4underwood, after 
years of yeoman service 
to England and Kent, 
announces retirement 
{Torn first class cricket. 
Making his county debt 
in 1963, Underwood has 
2,453 first class wickets. 
297 of them being from 
Test cricket. 

The Montr^ tennis 





' 'v’ . 

Barton Lynch rides the 
waves on his way to 
winning the Pro Surfing 
Championships at 
Huntington Beach, 
California 

tournament sees 
unseeded Peter 
Lundgren upset 
Wimbledon champion 
Pat Cash in straight sets 
to move into the quarter 
final stage. Also making 
it to the quarter final 
stage are Jimmy 
Connors aiid John 
McEnroe 

^ C Aaguit Chris Evert 
XVgets the better of 
arch-rival Martina 
Navratilova m the semi 
final of the $250,000 


women’s tennis 
tournamnet at Los 
Angeles to set up a final 
against Steffi Graf who 
edges past yet anogher 
arch-rival Gabriels 
Sahatini. 

IO August Dilip 
X wVengsarkar gets 
into top gear for the 
bicentenary match 
between the MCC team 
and the Best of the 
World team with a 

Challenger Rocky 
Lockridge from USA (left) 
and IBF 

super-featherweight title 
holder Barry Micheal 
from Australia strike a 
pose before their title 
. bout in London 



classy 173 not out 
against Gloucestershire 
at Bristol. 

The world record for the 
400m medley swim is 
lowered by Dave 
Wnarton of USA as he 
cuts through the water 
to time 4:16.12 at the 
Pan Pacific swimming 
championships at 
Brisbane to erase Alex 
Baumann’s record of 
4.17.41 set in 1984. 

117 August Steffi Graf 
XI has it easy against 
Chris Evert 6-3, 8-4 in 
the final of the women’s 
tennis tournament at 
Los Angeles and then is 
pleasantly surprised to 
find that her win today 
also gives her top spot; n 
women’s tennis 
hierarchy 

Ivan Lendl and Stefan 
Edberg lock horns at the 
Canadian Open tennis 
championships at , 
Montreal with Lendl 
coming out unscathed 
6-4, 7-6. 

Greg Louganis stamps 
his mark of total 
mastery in men’s diving 
as he collects his second 
medal at the Pan 
American Games at 
Brisbane. With 694.68 
points in the 10-meti‘e 
platform event. 

•i O August The Indian 
XOchallenge of Vijay 
Amritraj and Ramesh 
Krishnan moves into the 
Second round of the 
$375,000 Association of 
Tennis Professionals 
championships at 
Mason with wins over 
Guy Forget and Christo 
Steyn respectively. 

Miloslav Mecir, the 
Czcxihoslovak with the 
langourous grace, 
marries 

fellow-countrywomen 
Petra Tesarova in a 
ceremony at Prague. 
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cnosswoRD/Qua 


Crosswofd 379 



ACROSS 

I. Paternally connected cricketer in the 
Pakistan team (7) 

4. The'better'half of the ice skating 
cheanpion duo ends in two right 
angles (7) 

8. Former Pakistan hockey player and 
11 ,presently the president of their 
. ^fe^eration ends in an aitemative (4) 
'^'S. Deii(^()us chops for an England 
player (4) »^ ‘ ‘ 

10. Racing cari^mpion'domprises an 
Indian long-distance swimmer (5) 

II. The pleasgref and?, returning (4) 

12. A coveririg, box or sheath for an 
AustralianTennis player of the 

^ Seventies (4) 

•'lOk^Motto of-the Teheran Asian Games, 

i.aNghtiy jumbled (6,1) 

IS. Wiml^on champion of ttie Fifties 
stutters t(»ypfds the end (7) 

DOWN 

1. Surface used in judo (3) 

2’.'4nitiai»ef AustraliariTast bowler 

3. 'Desi’.|n the West Indian team ( 1 ,6) 

5. Bowling device saidio have been 
invented by farmer Uambert (3,4) 

6. Winter Olympics venue comprises a 
obfmsive liquid (1,6) 

ii7. Australian with one of the fastest 
serves In the Seventies comprises a 
right angle in the middle (6,1) 

13. Wicketkeeper Evans'initials; 
ascending (1,1,1) 


Exoellent; 17-16: Good: 16-14; Fair: 
13. 


QUESTIONS 

1. In the heptathlon how many of 
the events are held on the first 
day and how many on the 
second? 

2. What is common among Garry 

Sobers, Rodney Marsh and Alan 
Davidson? _ 

3. What is meant by 'ETTU'? 

4. And what does 'SANRCX^' stand 
for? 

5. At'the moment there are oniy two 
women chess players in the world 
who possess the men’s title of 
International Grandmaster. One 
of them is the four times world 
champion Maya Chiburdanidze. 
Who is the other? 

6. How many Africans have climbed 
the Mt. Everest so far? 

T. When and where was motorball 
bom? 

8. How many players are there on 
each team in a game of 
motorbati? 

9. What is the Bombay Cup? 

10. When tor the first time did the 
International Olympic Committee 
suspend a NOC indefinitely from 
the Olympic competition? 

ANSWERS 

1. Four events on the first day and 
three on the second. ,, ^ 

.2. All of them are left-handers. 

3. European Table Tennis Union. 

4. South African Non-Racial 
,, Olympic Committee. 

.5. Nona Gaprindashvili. 

. 6. None. 

.7. In 1929, in the French city of 
Dijon. 

8. Five. 


SOLUTION m 



9. Trc^jhy ^warded to lndia'si|unkSir 
national hockey champkxw. 

10. In 1962 (when for political 
reasons Indonesia plid not invite 
Formosa and Israel in the 
Djeritarta Asiad). 

QUESTIONS 

1. With what sport is the event 

‘1,000'metr8s Canadian singles' 
associated? 

2. What Is 'white water rafting’? 

3. What Is meant by'IRRA'? 

4. Andwhatis'lCKA’? 

5. In which year was the 
'Ocean-to-Sky' expedition held? 

6. In which year were Canoeing an 
Kayaking introduced in the 
Olympic Games? 

7. What is the difference between i 
canoe and a kayak? 

8. Which trophy is contested for in 
the famous boat races held in 
Aiieppy (Kerala) during the ^ai 
festival? 

9. In how many grades nave 
popular touring and rough-water 
rivers been classified? 

1U. And which grade of rivers are 
considered the most dangerous' 

ANSWERS 

1 Canoeing. 

2. Canoeing/Kayaking (so called 
because of “the white foam that 
forms when the waves strike 
boulders full force*'.) 

,3. Indian River Runners' 
Association. 

4. Indian Canoeing and Kayaking 
Association. ^ 

5. 1977. .. - 

6. 1936. 

7. A canoe has a single-btade 
paddle but the kayak must have 
double-blactod paddle. While in 
the former the paddtoc,kneets.in 
forward-facing position, In the 
latter the paddler has to sit with 
his legs stretched out hi front, 

8. Nehru Trophy. 

9. Six. , . 

10. Grade VI. •, 



Ran)n Ohow 










[E CXDURAGE 
)K OF GREAT 
)RTINGTEAMS| 



Cliriii RhyB 


Chris Rhys 

SELECTION PANEL 

Bill Beaumont, Bobby Charlton, Denis Compton, Henry Cooper, David Hemery 


O N 4 Febniary 1986 
the selection panel 
sat to deliberate 
what was, to all intents 
and purposes, an 
impossible task—to 
select the sixty {p^atest 
teauns in sporting 
history. They were aided 
by radio and television 
commentators and the 
top men in Fleet Street, 
including Ken Jones, 
the chief sports writer 
the Sunday Mirror, Ian 
Robertson, the BBC's 
rugby correspondent, 
John Goodbody, Reg 
Outteridge and Reg 
Hay ter. Arguments on 
the merits of football, 
cricket and rugby 
tecuns, eveti of local 
skittles teams, are part 
of life. This meeting was 
‘•'iWjHdlffereirtr' 

The selections were 
made in the following 
way. Relevant 
information was 
collected from the 
national sporting bodies 
as to the number of 
people actively playing 
various sports and those 
who spectated. When 
those lists were collated, 
other factors were taken 
into account—whether 


Introduction 


the sport had worldwide 
appeal and whether it 
was a national sport in 
Britain. Viewing and 
listening figures for 
radio and television 
were also talcen into 
account. 

The information, as 
with The Coura^ Book 
of Sporting Heroes, waa 
graded and fed into a 
small computer for 
analysis. The panel and 
guests then followed 
this popularity 
guideline when making 
their decisions. 

1 Football and cricket 
8 Rugby Union, Rugby 
League, tennis 

3 Other major sports 
where teams are 
involved, i.e. athletics 
relay squads, swimming 
relay squads, Ryder Cup 
golf teams, and so on. 

4 Teams which may on 
the surface be described 
as ‘unusual’: for 
example, Torvill and 
Dean; the team of 
Nyinsky, Piggott and 
O’Brien; Harry 
Llewellyn and 
Foxhunter. 


The panel also took into 
account several other 
factors when making 
their selections; 

(a) whether a team was 
unbeaten 

(b) whether a team was 
world and Olympic 
champions 

(c) that club sides should 
be represented 

(d) whether a team was 
the first to achieve a 
feat, although not 
necessarily unbeaten 

(e) that due credit be 
given to teams from the 
past 

(f) that women’s sports 
should be represented 

(g) chaxisma 
Finally, the opinion of 

each member of the 
panel about his own 
sport was taken into 
account. 

There were far more 
than sixty nominations. 
Whether the views of the 
panel and their 
distinguished guests 
agree with those of other 
enthusiasts is obviously 
open to debate. However, 
one point was proven. 
There have been, over 


the last century, enough 
outstanding teaqip to fill 
a book. The.re^t iS' The 
CouragelBook ofGreat 
• Sporting Teams. 

There were several 
teams not included 
which thei»n4l''‘ ,, 
considered worthy of 
discussion, among 
Arsenal’s ‘Double^leam 
of 1971; the 1908^d 
1978 All Biabkb; France 
and Wales Grand Slam 
XV8 of the l.p708; 
England’s ofickM .taanc 
with HurjM and Rhodes 
at the turn df the 
century, and', 
Hammond’s t^^ in the 
late 1980s} Yorkshire 
cricket; Ajax and Bayef n 
Munich, with their 
European Cup 
triumphs; Britain’s 
Olympic coxed four gold 
medalliBts; John 
McEnroe and Peter 
Fleming: 

So many variables 
were possible that 
Hillary and Tenzing, 
who conquered Everest, 
were also considered. 

Not everyone will agree 
with the panel, but their 
process of selection has 
been thorough and 
constructive. 








The AU Blacks, 1924-25 


T he 1924 All Blacks, 
known ais the 
Invincibles, were 
probably the most 
famous of all teams to 
leave New Zealand 
Their own annuals and 
reference books sugffest 
this They played thirty 
matches in Britain and 
France and won them 
all In the days of the 3 
point try they amassed 
721 points and eonceded 
just 112 In Britain 
alone they scored 156 
tries to sixteen They 
had one despei ately 
close struggle with 
Newport before winning 
13-10, and were put 
under some pressure by 
Cambridge University, 
Llanelly (later changed 
to Llanelli), Somerset, 
Gloucestershire and by 
Ireland in the first of the 
internationals That was 

Those tourists were 
tfep first to arrive from 
New Zealand tor twenty 
years The 1905 team 
had also beaten everyone 
m sight except Wales 
The second All Blacks 
side were inevitably 
subjected to critical 
analysis, especially 
when they struggled foi 
cohesion in the West 
Country dui ing the 
farly part ot the tour 
But matches m the 
Midlands and the Noi th 
brought painful 
reminiscences ot the 
past and clear evidence 
that the tourists had 
settled down 
Already the 
outstanding quality of 
some of the players had 
become evident- evident 
enough to overcome the 
burden of the loss of the 
captain. Porter, through 
injury and a lesultant 
lack of fitness George 
Nepia, at nineteen the 
youngest in the party. 


played in all thirty 
matches The shrewd 
tactical kicking and 
generalship of Mark 
Nicholls at five eighth 
was a calming influence, 
and the forwards were 
steeped in the typical All 
Black tradition Parker, 
Richardson and the 
Brownlie brothers were 
particulaily impressive 
with Parker, listed as 
the wing forward fast 
enough to be regarded 
as quicker than his 
formidable wingers 
Foul internationals 
were played (the All 
Blacks did not visit 
Scotland on their tour) 
and the first against 
Ireland at Lansdo wne 
Road, proved to be the 
closest of the four The 
positional listing of the 
forwards has since 
proved a statistical 
nightmare The All 


Blacks played two 
hookers, three in the 
second row. two in the 
back row and a loose 
forward Ireland, 
delightfully, announced 
that they would pack 
3-2-3 with no set 
positions The first three 
to arrive went into the 
front row and so on A 
try from ‘Snowy’ 
Svenson was the only 
time the try Ime was 
breached, and a Nicholls 
penalty gave the All 
Blacks an 

uncomfortable victory 
The next international 
was at Swansea where 
crowds had to be turned 
away New Zealand 
fielded three new caps 
and were intent on 
revenge for their only 
defeat on the 1905 tour, 
when an equalizing try 
had been turned down, 
the subsequent disputes 
turned the incident into 
folkore However, the 
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Welsh team were in sucl 
poor shape that the 
‘avenging of Cardiff 
turned out to be rather s 
hollow triumph The All 
Blacks won 19-0, 
scoring tries through 
Maurice Brownlie (two). 
Irvine and Svenson. 
with Nicholls 
converting two and 
kicking a penalty 
The All Blacks clearec 
the path to Twickenhair 
and the final game of th 
British part of the tour 
against England with 
their now customary 
efficiency A record 
crowd was left drifting 
haplessly away unable 
to get m England, in 
rugby terms, were 
Britain's last hope New 
Zealand won by 17 
points to 11, largely 
because they were the 
fitter and better 
balanced side They 
needed to be fitter 
because they were a 
forward short for most 
of the game 
The mcidents which 
led to the sending off of 
Cyril Brownlie can now 
be fairly disregarded, 
indeed consigned to a 
chapter of 

well-forgotten events 
Albert Freethy, from 
Llanelly, dismissed 
Brownlie a^r jpst eigh 
minutes, when mattefS 
became certainly heated 
but never out of control 
It spoke volumes for the 
All Blacks that they 
recoveredfrom such a 
disastrous start for the 
seven forwards to create 
tries for the wings, Stee: 
and Svenson A 
half-time score of 9-3 
soon became 17-3 when 
Maurice Brownhe, 
reportedly intent on 
salvaging the family 
name and playing like a 
man inspired, scored th< 
third try, with Parker 
addii^ the fourth 
England’s late recovery 


owed much to the extra 
men in the closing 


Over to France and 
two easy victories, with 
eight trira in the 
international at 
Toulouse, finished the 
tour in style. The All 
Blacks had maintained 
an unbeaten record. Two 
New Zealand touring 
teams had now been to 
Britain and 
France—they had 
played a total sixty-six 
games, won sixty-five 
and lost one. In Britain 
alone they had scored 
361 tries and conceded 
just twenty-three. 

The populaurtty of the 
Invincibles can be 
illustrated by events at 
Toulouse, Max Boyce, 
much later, wrote poems 
about spectators who 
would dress up as 
ambulancemen and 
bandsmen to sneak into 
Cardiff Arms Park. In 
Toulouse, they all 
became 

journalists—three from 
New Zealand, forty-five 
from the British Isles, 
120 from Paris and 180 
from the rest of France! 


The Four 
Musketeers, 

1924-34 

W ITH the exception 
of the United 
States, and 
possibly Aiistralia, 
where strength in depth 
is common on the tennis 
circuits, most countries, 
especially in Europe, 
tend to throw up the 
occasional world-class 
individual or a 
harmomouB doubles 
pairing. But between the 
wars France, in the 
shape of the 'Four 
Musketeers'—Borotra, 
Cochet, Lacoste and 
Brugnon—contrived to 
produce four of the 
world’s top players. 



Pierre Gillou, the 
coach, found team 
selection 

straight-forward. At 
least two of the players 
represented France in 
the Davis Cup every year 
from 1922 to 1934; 
between 1927 and 1932 
Gilloiravoided 
controversy and selected 
all four. The first 
occasion when the team 
was assembled was 
against Denmark in 
1922 when Cochet and 
Borotra played together; 
8 dl four were selected for 
the first time against the 
luckless Irish in 1923; 
and Borotra and 
Brugnon brought the 
era to a close when they 
paired up against 
Australia in 1934. 

As individiials, 
however, they were very 
different. Jean Borotra, 
known as ‘the Bounding 
Basque’, came from 
Pouy, neaur Biarritz; he 
was a fine voUeyer and, 
for some unaccovmtable 
reason, always played in 
a beret. Jean Rene 
Lacoste came hx>m 
Marseille; he became the 


(From left) Lacoste, 
Cochet, Pierre Gillou, 
Brugnon and Borotra 
with the Davis Cup 


most ein'icient baseliner 
in the world. He had 
brilliant ground strokes 
and was a master 
defensive tactician. He 
kept a book in which he 
listed other players’ 
weaknesses, and offered 
a £250 rewai'd when it 
was stolen. Jacques 
Brugnon, from Pans, 
excelled in the doubles. 
Less talented than the 
others, he realized that 
Davis Cup points and 
successful pot hunting 
depended on teaming up 
with his more talented 
colleagues. Henri 
Cochet, nicknamed ‘the 
little man from Lyons’, 
completed the 
‘Musketeers’. Lake 
Borotra, he was fast cmd 
instinctive and a fine 
volleyer. 

Lacoste was not 
blessed with the best of 
headth and, in 1926, had 
to take six months’ rest. 
The other three. 


however, could not get 
the game out of their 
system. Borotra and 
Brugnon played in the 
veterans’ doubles at 
Wimbledon in 1964. and 
Cochet reached the ^aJ 
of the British Hard 
Courts championship in 
his fiftieth year. 

It was Borotra who 
seemed, as he had 
during their playing 
days, to be the 
spokesman for the 
quartet. He became one 
of France’s most 
successful businessmen 
and voiced strong and 
sensible opinions on a 
host of tennis 
committees. He entered 
the veterans singles at 
Wimbledon in 1968 and 
graciously admitted that 
at the age of seventy, he 
was slowing down a 
little. Cochet won eight 
Grand Slam titles, 
Lacoste seven and 
Borotra live. But the 
remarkable aspect of 
Borotra’s career is that 
he only played abroad 
where and when he 
could combine tennis 
with a btisiness meeting. 








England Cricket Team, 
193a-33 


C APTAINED by the 
controversial 
Dougrlas Jardine of 
Surrey, the England 
team’s ambition was to 
regain tiie Ashes lost to 
Australia in the home 
saries two years earlier. 
'Die 1930 series had 
been dominated by Don 
Bradman. Jardine’s first 
thought on being 
appointed for Australia 
was to devise a plan to 
reduce the run machine 
to normal human 
proportions. Drawing 
on memories of having 
seen Bradman in 
difBculty against 
Harold Larwood’s 
short-pitched express 
deliveries in the final 
Test at the Oval in 1030, 
he settled'on ’legtheory’. 

Harold Larwood of' 
Nottinghamshire, thbn 
^he fastest bowler in the 
world7Mms to spearhead 
the attack. Larwood’s 
superb control and 
frightening pace were 
ideal credentials for the 
Job. Bill Voce, Larwood’s 
partner at Trent Bridge, 
was another obvious 
selection. Larwood, fast 
right arm. and Voce, 
awkward, quick left 
arm, became the classic 


opening bowling 
combination. The 
batting of the touring 
side was equally 
formidable. Even in the 
absence of the great 
Jack Hobbs, who had 
retired from the 
international arena two 
years before, there was 
still Wally Hammond, 
one the greatest 
cricketers of all time, the 
pugnacious Maurice 
Leyland and the solid 
Herbert Sutcliffe. 

As soon as the 
England tour* team was 
picked, Bradman was 
aware of what lay in 
store for him and his 
fellow batsmen that 
Australian summer. The 
reliance on pace (Bill 
Bowes of Yorkshire and 
Oubby Allen of 
Middlesex backed up 
Larwood and Voce) 
meant only one thing. 

As Jack Fingleton put it; 
’They were after his 
skin.. .and Bradman 
knew that their general 
plan of skinning would 


Bodyllnsll Larwood 
strikes and Bertie 
Oldfield reels away In 
pain at Adelaide 


not be along the lines of 
orthodoxy’. 

Bradman did not play 
in the first Test of the 
series. He was in dispute 
with Australia's Board. 
But he had by then 
already had a taste of the 
tactics England were 
about to employ. 

Playing for an 
Austredian XI against 
the MCXl at Melbourne, 
Bradman was met by a 
barrage of blistering 
deliveries from Larwood 
and Bowes. Jack Hobbs, 
watching the game, 
commented that he had 
never seen Larwood 
bowl faster. Allen too. 
although he never 
bowled bodyline at any 
time on the tour, was 
impressively fast. The 
purpose, however, said 
Hobbs, of this 'demon 
stuff was to ‘shake 
Don’s wonderful 
confidence. It seemed 
that this was done.’ 
England won the First 
Test by 10 wickets, 
although not before Stan 
McCabe had played one 
of the greatest ’Tast 
innings of all time—187 
not out—with only 16 
runs coming on the off 
side, proof that leg 
theory covild be 
combatted. 

Bradman was back for 
the Second Test at 




Melbourne where 
Australia levelled the 
series. Bradman’s first; 
innings, however, was a 
disaster. All Australia 
expected that his 
reappearance in the side 
would signify the end of 
the threat of Larwood.. 
With WoodfiiU out early, 
Bradman strode to the 
middle, the crowd 
cheering him all the 
way. Bowes waited for 
the noise to subside, 
then began his 
lumbering run up. The 
hu^ of anticipation 
turned to the silence of 
disbelief as Bradman 
moved across his 
stumps, swung wildly, 
and deflected the ball 
onto the base of his leg 
stump. It was Bowes’ 
only wicket of the series. 

In the second innings 
Bradman made a 
century, but, according 
to Jack Fingleton. who 
played in the match,‘not 
like the old Bradman, 
for there was an absence 
of the spectacular’. 

From then on England 
were in the ascendancy 
Bradman began to play 
almost suicidally, 
leaving his stumps open 
when facing Larwood. 
The former Australian 
captain, M.A. Noble, 
said that suddenly 
Bradman had ‘developed.. 
a sensational desire to 
score off everything’. 
Jardine’s plan had 
worked; Bradman 
averaged only 56 in the 
series. ‘He failed.’ said 
Larwood after the tour. 
*We knew he’d fail.’ But 
after the Second Test the 
controversy boiled up 
into a near diplomatic 
incident. 

In the ITiird Test at 
Adelaide. Larwood hit 
Bill Woodfull over the 
heart. The wicketkeeper 
Bertie Oldfield pulled a 
short ball onto the side 
of his head. Before he 




passed out Larwood says 
OldHeld murmured. 'It 
wasn't your fault. 
Harold. ’ Bodyline was 
not in operation when 
either batsman was hit. 
4n Australian journalist 
at the match coined the 
expression ‘bodyline’ to 
describe the England 
tactics and within days 
it became a part of the 
language as telegrams 
were exchanged between 
the Australian Board 
and the MCC. The 
Australians called the 
tactics 

‘unsportsmanlike’. The 
MCXH responded with an 
offer to call off the tour. 
Prime ministers became 
involved before the 
Australians withdrew 
their claim and the tour 
went ahead. England 
won the series by four 
matches to one and 
Larwood took 38 
wickets at ah average of 
19.51. Allen took 21 
wickets. 

The abuse from the 
Australian crowds 
became more and more 
pronounced as the tour 
proceeded. Their main 
target was Jardine. in 
his Harlequin cap and 
with his silk 
handkerchief knotted 
roimd his throat. But 
Jardine never once ■ 
ackn^Iedged any 
comment from the 
crowd and. when faced 
by some 

uncompromising 
bowling by Australia, 
never flinched. Jack 
. Fingieton considered 
Jardine the ‘most 
efficient, scientific and 
fhrewdest Test captain’ 
he had ever come across. 
That England won this 
oontroverBial series is 
history. The question 
that remains is would 
they have won without 
bodyline, without 
Larwood and without 
Jardine? 


Great Britain 
4 x 400 Relay 
Team, 1930 

T he key personality 
of this quartet was 
Arthur CJodfrey 
Kilner Brown of 
Warwick School and 
Cambridge. Tall, with 
fair wavy hair, he looked 
at the world through 
hom-rimmed spectacles. 
He was a member of the 
Achilles Club, the haven 
for Oxbridge athletes, 
and was by far the best 
quarter-miler in the 
world in the immediate 
pre-war period. Like 
others who are not quite 
mortal, he ran with 
complete effortlessness. 

It was a period when 
Britain was well stocked 
with quarter-milers. 
Godfrey Rampling of the 
Army, the reigning 
Empire Games 
champion, and Bill 
Roberts, a Lancastrian 
from Salford Harriers, 
were also considered 
medal prospectsin the 
individuaJ evente, whilst 
Frederick Wolff, AAA 
champion in 1933, from 
London AC, was a useful ^ 
addition to the relay 
squad. 

From California, early 
in 1936, came two 
Americans, world 
record holder Archie 
Williams of Oakland and 
James Lucalle, to 
challenge Brown and 
Robert for the individual 
400-metres gold at the 
Berlin Ol 3 rmpics. Times 
recorded in California 
early in the season are 
bound to be better than 
those run in England in 
the spring, but it was 
felt that theBritons had 
a chance. The final 
comprised two 
Americans, two 
Canadians and the two 
Englishmen. Brown 
drew lane six in the 







final, his third lane-six 
placing in four races, 
making him a sitting 
target. Williams struck 
for home earlier than 
expected and. although 
Brown clawed back 3 
metres, there are no 
gold medals given for ' 
distances Of 401 metres. 
Had there been, then 
Goafrey Brown would 
have beeh Olympic 
champion. The times 
were 46.5 for Williams 
and 46.7 for Brown. 
Electronic timing, then 
unofficial, gives a better 
guide—Williams 46.66, 
Brown 46.68, Luvalle 
46.84 and Roberts 
46.87. 

Brown’s 

disappointment was 
partly lifted the 
following day when his 
sister Audrey won a 
silver medal in the 
4 X 100-metres relay, but 
by the final afternoon of 
the track and field 
events Britain still had 
not won a gold medal for 
athletics. 

The heats and final of 
the relay were on the 
same day and the 
Americans, not quite at 
full strength, were some 
lO metres faster on heat 
times. In the final Wolff, 


(From left) Brown, Wolff, 
Rampling and Roberta. 
An unbeatable 
combination in 1936 

.mi - 

the lead-pff,raan, was 
away, wek, but the 
tension of the race 
engulfed him and he 
‘died’ 20 metres from .the. 
tape. Ramphng,>mon|.*. 
Miiocaiian AC, had run 
the final leg when 
Britain took the silver 
medal in the Los 
Angeles Games four 
years earlier; it was his 
performance on the 
second leg that put the 
team back in contention. 
Roberts took over in 
first place after 
Rampling had gone 
from last to a clear lead, 
and he handed over to 
Brown 7 metres ahead. 
The composed graduate 
ran the last leg with the 
knowledge that, unless 
a catastrophe occurred, 
the gold medal lay 
ahead. 
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I T all started when 
David McMahon got 
oarried away with all he 
hnri seen at Wimbledon. 
A hot svunmer afternoon 
on a local tennis court 
and he tried to propel his 
six-foot two-inch, 90 kg 
(sometimes more) frame 
in the direction of an 
luureachable volley. He 
stretched. He grunted. 
He feU. 

Any of you who’ve 
taken a tvunble during a 
game wrill know exactly 
what happens next. 
Especially if you’re so 
big...and over 30 years 
old! The hard court 
shuddered with the im¬ 
pact and he lay 
spreadeagled in the red 
clay. Net result; a 
twisted ankle. 

The injury was not un¬ 
ique; our tennis writer 
does it all the time. What 
was unique was the 
number of diverse re¬ 
medies suggested ^ the 
others. 

. Even aa he lay moan¬ 
ing in pain (and half in 
sham) the treatment 
started. They pulled off 
his old. tattered canvas 
keds (the clot keeps his 
brand new Nikes safe at 
home, remember?) and 
someone started mas¬ 
saging the ankle vigor¬ 
ously. The resultant 
howl of pain was enough 
to stop that. The next 
person grabbed hold of 
the foot and started 
twisting it in every 
direction. I swear I saw 
the whitra of the pa¬ 
tient’s eyes when that 
happened. 

By then yet another 
enthusiastic Sunday 
afternoon tennis player 
had run onto the court 
with some ice and 
started applying it to the 
already swollen area. 
Refusing to let the cold 
permeate through the 
akin and do its invisible 
magic, he vigorously 
rubbed the block of ice 


over the entire ankle re¬ 
gion. By the time he was 
finished with that, the 
net result was a pool of 
water and a damp ankle. 

Even as the patient 
attempted to get to his 
feet, he was pushed back 
onto the court as a 
fourth remedy was 
readied. Energetically 
shaking a can of one of 
these new-fangled pain 
relieving sprays, some¬ 
one took aim and fired. 
A hiss, a mist of spray, a 
few dead mosquitoes 
and the all-pervading 
smell of muscle relaxant 
wafting through the air 
Most of it getting to our 
nostrils and very little. 
I’m sure, onto the 
strained muscle. 

The treatment con¬ 
tinued even after he 
came off court. An 
esteemed gentleman of 
international sporting 
repute came up and told 
him to apply ice to the 
swollen area. “It’s the 
best thing for this sort of 
injury,” he said. De¬ 
crying all the notions 


that prescribe a cold 
compress followed by a 
hot one, he insisted that 
international sportsmen 
use this to go^ effect. 

Wrap a piece of ice in a 
small towel and keep it 
pressed to the ankle for 
as long as you can bear 
the cold he advised. Ice 
was called for and a 
small towel kept ready 
This particular form of 
treatment was well on 
its way when yet 
another well-meaning 
friend arrived on the 
chair alongside Im¬ 
mediately snatching the 
ice-pack away, he laun¬ 
ched into how a twisted 
ankle should be im¬ 
mersed in a warm, 
saline solution Never be 
treated with ice, never. 
“You should dissolve 

Massage. Stretching. A 
rubdown with ice. Pain 
relieving spray. It had 
all been tried. And he 
was still limping when 
he got up to g^o home. To 
add to the padn, he was 
as confused as ever 



some salt in a bowl of 
warm water and put 
yoiu' foot into this con¬ 
coction,” he soid.quoting 
his yoga instructor. 
Suddenly noticing that 
our patient had surrepti¬ 
tiously gone back to rub¬ 
bing the sore spot with 
his ice-packed hand- 
towel, this self-styled 
physician walked off in 
a huff. 

Massage. Stretching. 
A rubdown with ice, 
pain relieving spray. It 
had all been tried. And 
he was still limping 
when he got up to go 
home. To add to the 
pain, he was as confused 
as he ever could b 0 . But 
there was more to come. 
Hailing him as he hob¬ 
bled away, yet another 
self-proclaimed expert 
walked over and told 
him that the best thing 
for his ankle was infra¬ 
red treatment. Waxing 
eloquent abOid the effec¬ 
tiveness of a ray session, 
this gentleman even 
offered to lend him his 
infra-red lamp if re¬ 
quired. 

To cut a long story 
short, he didn’t opt for 
any of the recommended 
procedures, till someone 
else gave him the best 
piece of advice for the 
evening; couple of bot¬ 
tles of Sun lager later, 
the hot and cold com¬ 
presses and infra-red 
rays were all forgotten. 
He did limp for a few 
days after that, but he 
was soon back to his 
normal heavy, flat- 
footed ways. All he did 
was keep his weight (all 
ninety kilograms) 
his foot for some time. 
That, coupled with a lit¬ 
tle timely help from the 
club barman did the 
trick. 

Oh yes, the halfwit’s 
back on court. And his 
tennis hasn’t improved 
any either. 

Prsdesp Rsul 














fans caTi him the ‘Uttte Master’ 

The world knows him as a super batsman. 

But Sunil Gavato says, 'Tm a Superfighter. 

And I want my son to be one too. Which is virtiy 

fve started teaching Nm young. With Fwhan's 
Ruor^ toothpaste—the Supwfighter 
against cavifies". 

Bacteria ad on food particles. And rdease 



adds that cause cavities. Forhan’s Superf^hter 
has active Ruoride that hardens tootii enamel. 
To resist acid attack. 

And Fofhan’s exdusive astringent tightens 
gums. To give teettt a stronger fourmion and 
longer life. 

Over to Sunil. “I give my son Forhan’s 
Care. Do you?”. 
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Kawasaki-Bajaj KB 100. 

You can also ride it to work. 
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Kawasaki’BajajKBIOO. 

The toughest, raciest, safest motorcycle of them all. 

Japanese technology effectively adapted for Indian roads. 

The KB 100 is brought to you by Bajaj, India's premier 
two and three-wheeler company, and Kawasaki, the Japanese 
high technology giant. Kawasaki has nailed Jiistory to its door 
by making the fastest motorcycle in the world. 

The KB 100 comes with the celebrated advantage of 
Bajaj's countrywide network of sales, service and spare parts 
dealers. At each centre, mechanic specially trained at the j 

factory ensure that your motorcycle is maintained in 
prime condition. 

Ride the Kawasaki-Bajaj KB 100 and you'll 
appreciatewhyybujustcan'tbwtaBajaj. _ 
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“1 just feei like sometxKly 
who has had a good 
rr^eal and you give him 
somethmg more—Tm 
not hungrv-' any more’’. 

Friday 21 August 19S7 





An innocent child. 



A responsible parent 




An ideal scheme! 


U nit Trust of India has an attractive scheme <or secunng your child's liiture -'ChHdrwTt QM Qiowth Fiffld*. 

As a responsible parent. aU you do is. invest a small amount in your child's name. 

As your child grows, the investment also grows overl 2 timea in 21 years I An MMirad dhrldend 
of 12.5% per yew, plus, a bonus dividend every 5 years, ensures a big, useful sum on mlliirlty I 
Your child can encash this amount, at a ome. when tie needs it most. 

For advanced studies, starting a business or for investing in a house' 

• Thegiftcanbegivenbyany«lult-parent,relabveorfnendtoachildunder15 A special provision 
enat^youto name another child, under 15 years, as an alternative beneficiary. 

• The assured dividend of 12 5% is automatically reinvested in Units. 

• Option of withdrawing from the scheme at the age of 18 

• A growth chart sent to you will indicate the number of Units held by the child at the end of every year! 

• TAX BENEFITS: Under the Gift Tax Act gifts made by a person upto Rs. 20,000/* in a year, 
are exempt from gift tax. Units under this scheme can form part or whole of such gifts every year 
• Income of an assessee from Umts upto 1^. 10,000 (Rs. 3,1)00 additionelly from Units and Rs. 7.000 from Units 
and certain other specified categories of investments) IS exempt from moome tax, under the Income Tax Act, 1961 




A scheme to secure ywr child’s futun 


Arnoum to be imtiM « dHtaram agn to get 
R*. 12,000 el the ago ot 21 yoin 

Ago Amount* Age Amount* Age Amourii*' 

(Years) (Rs.) (Years) (Re.) (Ysara) (Rs.) 




Applieallon torms are available from any oWca, 
Chief Representative or Agent of Unit Trust, 
and selectad Hindustan Petroleum Patrol Pumps. 


Please send me ties CQ.GF Brochure 

Nane - - - 


‘ Amount tote invested founOed off to the nearest Rs 100 


Under this scheme, Units are sold at par at 
Rs. 10/* per Unit, throughout the year. 



Mad coupon to Unit TruM el' 

Bombey, l>aai Bag 1 UtO. Tel 2568S7/S71864 
Calcuirri. Post Beg 60, Tel- 239391 
Madras. PoiiaM 9063. Tel 27433120936 
New Delhi, Pa^ S. Tel-33t 0636 


UNIT TRUST OF INDIA 

(A Public Sector Financial InsMubon) 


APEX 87496 
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Sunil Oavaskar has 
■Bonce aflrain timed 
■■tfaingB to a nicety. 
Having scored a brilliant 
century in the MOC 
Bicentenary match, the 
Indian opener has 
Anally annoimced his 
retirement ftom first 
class oncket Moet agree 
that he still has a couple 
of years of oncket ahead 
of him A close up of 
Gavaskar, the cricketer 
and the man 


4 The MCX3—Rest 

■ IBof the world 
I BPmatch at Lord’s 
was a spectacle with 
TOlished perfonnanp«>s 
horn Che best czicketei s 
in the world ThemaUh 
was drawn mspite of 
earnest efforts from 
both captains to force a 
result Trevor Bailej 
reports 


M Tommy Hmdley 
and Colorsport 
choked some 
memorable colour 
photographs of the 
Centenary celebrations 
football match between 
an FA League side and 
the Rest of the world 
team Follow the game 
through pictures 


OvturehinM in Tnoun 1 fi DM* 













World Cup, 
AL08tCaiK»? 

fllHB forthc»ming World Cup has 
A already lost much of its 
glamour. 

First of all. unlike the previous 
ones, it is going to be a series of 
50-over matches. The reduction of 
10 overs will definitely be a 
disadvantage to the teams having 
a good batting depth. 

The withdrawal of Marshall, 
Heading, Gamer, Hadlee, Botham 
and Gower wiU certainly devalue 
this cricket carnival to a large 
extent. The grrapewine also adds 
Martin Crowe’s name to those who 
will not be premnt for the World 
Cup. 

We will also miss the greats like 
Clive Lloyd, Zaheer Abbas, Bob 
Willis, Andy Roberts and the 
great Austndian trio of Lillee. 
Chappell and Marsh. 

Our own Jimmy Amarnath has 
also been brutally axed by the new 
band of selectors, little have they 
realised Jimmy’s contribution and 
experience which could make all 
the difference. 

In the searing heat of October, it 
is certainly going to be a bad time 
for the players as well as the 
spectators. 

Another problem is the 
Ooordarshan. After the batsman 
executes his stroke. 

Doordarshan shows us everything 
but the ball. And we will have to 
endure the loathsome coverage. 

Under the rules formulated for 
the playing conditions, any team 
bowling overs short of the 
required number will be fined. But 
I doubt whether the players would 
care for it in vital group matches 
or even during the semifinals. 

And lastly, two days allotted for 
each match was a wrong call. 
PRJTHUL RANJAN DASH. 
Z4-Parganas. 

BeauUftil But Not Dumb 

I HAVE always assumed Lydia de 
Vega to be a dumb beauty, besides 
being a good athlete of course but 
her interview in your magazine 
proved otherwise. 

What I liked best was her 



assessment of her present 
potential—“I know what to aim for 
and what to stay away from”. 
Which is more than what one can 
say for some of our ov^n big 
mouths who talk of Olympic 
‘Golds’ like they can be purchased 
at the nearest jewellery shop. 


Available By Post 

(INLAND) 

Rs. 220 for a year (52 issues); 
Rs. 420 for 2 years 
(104 issues) 

An annual saving of Rs. 40 on 
the newsstand price 
Postage free 
Address your order to: 

The Circulatioii 
Manager 

Ananda Bazar Patrika Ltd 
6, Prafulta Sarkar Street 
Calcutta 700001 
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Lydia needn’t worry about being 
forgotten. She will always be 
remembered aa the second best 
Asian sprinter and the best 
looking of thnn all. 

However, Lydia is too talented 
to renudn Just an Asian champion. 
She should specialise in the 200 
metrm and try to get into the 
world top ten (something that 
Usha or Shiny have fail^ to do). 
AMITKRDAS. 

Calcutta. 

Shoddng Stuff 

I WAS shocked to watch the 
English fast bowler, John Snow, 
deliberately knock down 
Gavaskar with his elbow during 
the Lord’s Test of the 1971 series. 
At the same time, it was a pleasant 
surprise to learn that he was 
penalized for his unruly 
behaviour by being dropped for 
the second Test at Old Trafford. 

If the authorities in other 
coimtries are capable of taking 
firm steps against cricketers for 
their on-field behaviour, one 
wonders why our Cricket Board 
failed to punish Gavaskar for his 
sickening display of delinquency 
at the MCG in 1981. 

Is he considered more important 
than the king of games called 
‘Cricket’? 

H. EARLE, 

Calcutta. 

Bring Him Back 

I HAVE been wondering for 
sometime why Sportsworld has 
not carried an article on the one 
time wicketkeeper/batsman Budhi 
Kunderan. He vanished from the 
cricketing scene when Farooq 
Engineer came back from 
England to take his place. Not 
that Farooq Engineer was inferior 
to him, but we can say both were 
of the same calibre. 

MAN ASH K. MITRA. 

Shillong. 























COVBRSTORY 


The Ageless 
Artisan 

In the wake of his Lord’s century, the master 
craftsman calls it a day 


T here was an 

uiunistokably allegroricaJ 
touch to Oavaskar's 
performance at the MCC 
Bicmitennial match at Lord’s. 
Determined to expunge the 
solitary blot on his unparallelled 
international record, he scored a 
mystical century at the very home 
of cricket Thejinx finally broken 
at the ground named alter 
Thomas Lord. Oavaskar’s 188 was 
a nugget of memorable perfection, 
sixteen seasons overdue. Then, 
having fulfilled what was 
expected of him he went 
Bradmanlike—without scoring in 
his final innings—confounded by 
the cricketing gods and bowled t^r 
Malcolm Marshall. 

We shall never see him in a Test 
match again, yet we had known 
for three years that retirement 
was surely but a series or two 
away. This man with the soberly 
distinguished greying looks (why 


doesn’t a pamt manufacturer 
market a shade called 'Oavaskar 
Grey*?) has put away his battle 
gear, never to unpack it again. 
The Indian opening slot will be 
honourably filled, but the 
individual aura never matched, let 
alone surpassed 
No more will a capacity stadium 
on the first, dewy morning of a 
Test match witness a little man in 


a widebrimmed sunhat making 
his way to the middle m that 
distinctive rolling gait, his 
forearm covered with the 
hallmark protector he 
popularised, his eyes focussed in 
close scrutiny on the face of his 
bat 8U9 if looking for the day’s 
newspaper headline. No more *8. 
Oavaskar’ name slots on the giant 
sooreboeuds Will the boards 


ivaskar signs off 
th a century 
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The Last Hurrah 


FfwnHMalMn 


lifi Jf 4 

^ rtt SI Iim * 




*^4/9 - ^ 





tii 












thotfwrtvai te painted over witii 
dAier namea, or will aome 
entenorlainffaouvenir hunter 
qdlit them away at the dead of 
idght? 

Pnrhapa the aenae of kMB haa 
dot 3 ret permeated thrbuf h, for we 
ahall etui be aeelng him in action 
on home aoil during the Belianoe 
Ci 4 >. Ihe instant of parting bringa 
in its retroepeoUve wake new 
standpoints: the temptation at 
Buoh a mmnmjt is to laud xather 
than to esamine fairly, to gtoss 
over rather than to portray 
fkithftilly. 

The essential truism of fame ie 
one’s total exposure to the public. 
Fdr Sunil Oavaekar, privacy (total 
or otherwise) haa never been 
possible since his heroically 
storybook debut on a sundrenched 
smattering of Caribbean islands in 
the now legendary s eas o n of *71. 
The touale-haired Indian opener 
has survived the demanding 
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Indian public microscope that has 
been known to stifle more than 
just a solitary star. 

Now, in his last few matches in 
India colours, on what basis does 
one judge him for posterity? The 
primary platform for evaluation 
must necessarily be his proven 
cricketing abilities. The 
secondary platform—and 
arguably far less important—^is 
his stature as a person. 

In the preoariotu hair-balance 
equation of social serenity, 
Qavaskar was often perceived as a 
radical, an aberration in a 
sporting environment where loyal 
sons of the soil are not supposed to 
make demands, not ezpeoi^ to 


qimetion estataUirtijBd norms. 

But obooeiiiV the easy middle 
road was not always his style, not 
evm when offered an easy way 
out. Habitual fence sitters have 
been known to sustain injuries on 
the barbsd wire, but this man was 
not to be counted among them. 
His vievn were never predictable, 
his opinions often discordant, 
sometimes stridently harsh. 

His style spawned detractors, 
yet he was shrewd enough, 
discerning encnigh not to lavish 
total trust in every direction. To 
do so would have been naive; this 
man was far too street-smart to be 
lulled by the temporary, often 
fleetingly illusory comforts of 
being a toprung cnioketer. 
(hivaskar had seen too many 
cricketers accept inadecpiate 
recompense. In th^r numbers he 
found the deeprooted conviction 
that he would not swell their 
ranks. 
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As sfK^canmBa cod vi^ioxtary fbr 
Idayns* rights hs floutsd 
tradition, bypasssd aooepted 
arohaio praoticss and trod 
unrelentingly on a kmg lins of 
distinguished toes. He was 
denoxuioed—among other 
tUngs—as a self'Se^ing 
individualist, yet he rode out the 
aoousations in his own 
extraordinary style. Had be not 
been a relentless accumulator of 
runs, a breaker of records, he 
would surely have been swamped 
by the series of controversies that 
seemed inextricably linked to his 
name. 

There, perhaps, lies the innate 
charm of his success story. Here 
was no scion of a noble family. 
Here was a middle class boy who 
found wealth cuid tame in a 
unique combination of diligence 
and talent. To the thousands of 
faceless street comer cricketers in 
this countxy, he was the tangible 
embodiment of attainable 
international stature. 

DavM McMahon 


Photograph Nikhll Bhillaeharya 
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T he first inkling that 
the thinking Jour¬ 
nalist had that Gavaskar 
was playing his last Test 
was when an invitation 
appeared that evening 
while reporting the 
Bangalore Test. 

When SMG rang, the 
following morning to 
cx>nfirm the dinner he 
had planned for press¬ 
men and photographers, 
the pen pusher was con¬ 
vinced that the Indian 
batsman was timing the 
party with a specific 
occasion. 

The Test ended a few 
days later. Reporters 
milling around SMG 
were disappointed that 
he had nothing special 
to announce. Not retir¬ 
ing now. they con¬ 
cluded. The whisper 
died. The lead was lost. 

22 AUfiUST 1987 

The journalist took 
one look at the front 
page—and did a double- 
take. The headline read: 
“Gavaskar says bye to 
first-class cricket." The 
agency report expanded 
that Gavaskar had de¬ 
cided months in advance 
that he woiild not be 
playing in a Test altar 
Bangalore, but refrained 
fix>m making the inten¬ 
tion public as he wanted 
to be considered for the 
MCX;-Re8t of the World 
game later in the year. 

The joumaliBt smiled. 
Then cried. 

*Gavabkar Is to (uitAat 
whalftoniantad 
gr ap e wsto lstonatiMd 
praaarwtton* 

mi 








M months—especially if 
we fare miserably 
against West Indies—a 
public campaign to re¬ 
call Sunil Gavaskar may 
Just be possible. He has 
been batting better than 
ever. Sunil Gavaskar is 
to cricket what fer¬ 
mented grapewater is to 
natural preservation. 

He is perfectly justi¬ 
fied in announcing his 
retirement at this stage 
of his career. Hutton 
played his last Test 
when he was 39. Boycott 
was exiled at 41, while 
Hobbs, belonging to a 
different economy of the 
game’s history , went 
out at 48. Gavaskar, 
who has played more 
Teats and ons-dc^ inter- 
nationals than any of 
them, is pensioning 
hims^ off at ,38. 


Moreover, Gavaskar is 
using the Reliance Cup 
to the perfect emotional 
advantage. Our full 
attention will be focus¬ 
sed on the Indian team’s 
progress through the 
tournament. Gavaskar, 
after this sudden de¬ 
velopment, will now 
monopolise the nation’s 
undivided interest. If he 
emerges as one of the 
highest scorers of the 
tournament I would not 
be surprised. He will try 
his damndest best to use 
the tournament as the 
ideal platform for a 
memorable exit. Timing 
was never his shortcom¬ 
ing anyway. 

Gavaslcar’s decision 
however surprised— 
more for its reason than 
the occasion. Previous to 
this statement he had 
always maintained that 


he would continue play¬ 
ing for the country until 
dropped. Then continue 
playing in the Ranji Tro¬ 
phy until excluded from 
the Bombay side. 

This reversal in priori¬ 
ties is inconsistent for 
one who has been a con¬ 
sistently thoughtful tal¬ 
ker over the years. 

Gavaskar as a person 
could perhaps be clfissi- 
fied under five deHnite 
phases. Before 1975, he 
was the young man who 
had stumbled across too 
much too fast. He 
branded the selectors as 
‘a bunch of jokers’. His 
debut in publishing— 
Bunny Days-was not ex¬ 
actly appreciated by all 
the Indian Test cricke¬ 
ters of the time. Green¬ 
headed arrogance 
peirliaps. 

From 1976 to *78 the 


Gavaskar temperament 
was shifting into a diffe¬ 
rent gear . He was being 
groomed for the impend- i 
ing captaincy, and as if 
to elevate to the gravity 
of the status, he 
adapted. The cockiness 
of his younger days was 
fast going. 

The two seasons. 1979 
and 1980, changed him 
considerably. He was 
promoted to the captain- 
cy again after the 
memorable 221 at The 
Ova) That season, com¬ 
prising Tests against 
Australia and Pakistan, 
he was the father-figure 
to the newly initiated in 
the Indian team. India's 
two series victories 
established his author¬ 
ity. 1%e press was critic¬ 
al of his strategies and 
Gavaskar, offended, re¬ 
fused to talk to them. He 





... 


made an exception in 
Madras after beating 
Pakistan, when he 
announced that he was 
stepping down from the 
captaincy A colleague 
remembers that particu¬ 
lar press conference, 
Gavaskar, he says, was 
not very elaborative and 
though he could not be 
accused of being 
monosyllabic either, the 
answers were brief and 
rude 

The third phase of 
SMG’s career began with 
the end of tour of Au¬ 
stralia in 1980-81 His 
walkout at Melbourne 
writers feel, touched 
him inside touched him 
that he had allowed him¬ 
self to get earned away 
Deep within he regretted 
having pulled Chauhan 
away from the centre 

Moreover, he had 
tailed as a batsman and 
returned home to find 
that whoever he in¬ 
teracted with did not 
make much of his loss of 
form It interested the 
highly-strung Gavaskar 
that nobody had written 




him off His pnonties 
were to change m the 
following years 
The pieriod from 1981- 
82 to 1984-85 marked 
his increasing maturity 
as a cricketer He gave 
more thought to what he 
said and while SMO the 
batsman got record after 
record out of the way, 
the man in him gradual¬ 
ly relaxed ‘I want to 
enjoy my cricket, ’ he 
said against the West In¬ 
dies in 1983 He was 
more inclined to hook 
the new ball and blaj» 
away in the opening ses¬ 
sion of the Test as if it 
wais* an hour of brilliant 
net practice And get 
away with it too 
This seasoning howev¬ 
er had its aberrations 
As a captain he rightly 
drew criticism for de¬ 
laying the Indian dec¬ 
laration against Eng¬ 
land at Calcutta in early 
1985 till the fourth 
afternoon The crowd 
abused him and Gavas¬ 
kar not only attempted 
to justify his decision, 
but made it clear that he 
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Nearly 17,000 Test runs 
and 63 oenturies 
between them 


would never play in Cal¬ 
cutta again 
By 1985-86, the last 
distinctly characteristic 
stretch of his career, he 
had achieved almost ev¬ 
erything a batsman Test 
batxman could have 
aspired for He was more 
accessible to the press 
and public 1 recall 
approaching him in the 
rain-hit Delhi Test 
against Australia last 
year—we had not 
spoken for nearly four 
years—with a request to 
visit the juvenile delin¬ 
quents’ ward in Tihar 
Jail Since one of the 
prisoners was conduct¬ 
ing a corrective school, 
which included active 
sport £18 well, within he 
wondered whether 
bringing cricketers over 
to speak to the inmates 
was possible 
I conveyed this re¬ 
quest to Gavaskar "Wait 




a minute,” he said dis 
appearing into the dres¬ 
sing room He emerged 
a little later with “Can I 
possibly bring along 
Jimmy Amainath ae 
well‘d” By afternoon he 
had also added his wife’s 
name to the list 

Foi someone who has 
cornered a bigger share 
of life 8 chances, he ie 
increasingly charitable 
He missed a Ranji en¬ 
counter to go and help a 
veteran cricketer with 
his benefit match He 
walked the length ol 
Mount Road Madras, 
for a charitable cause 
last season And young 
club cricketer Jitendre 
Singh of Calcutta, whe 
had lost a leg after a 
road accident, was over¬ 
come when Gavaskar 
and other Test players 
set aside a portion ol 
their paychecks for his 
treatment 

A few days ago, Jiten- 
dra Singh walked m un¬ 
aided and smiling on an 
artificial leg, inviting us 
at desk to tint to him 



‘How Can Anyone 
Say He Played Only 

RnHIms^ 

Arun Lai pays tribute to his 
fellow opener and friend, 

Sunil Qavaskar 



S UNIL GAVASKAR would 
have reached the top no 
matter what profession he 
had chosen With his 
superior mtellect smd unflinching 
dedication, there was no way that 
a man like him would not succeed 
He ji)8t happened to choose 
cricket—I am quite confident that 
had it been some other sport, a 
business career, or any other 
field. Sunil would have been better 
than the rest 

The primary reason behmd this 
is the disciplined life that he chose 
to lead He knew what his goals 
were he dedicated himself 
whole-heartedly towards those 
ends, and took things as they 
came If that is not the sure 
formula for success, what is^ 

But his greatness lies not just m 
his cricket What is simply 
amazing is the fact that after all 
this success, the man talks to you 
as if he IS just one of the guys 
Whether it be on the field or off it. 
there is never that superior air 
That impression of “you know 
who I am*^" He behaves as 
normally as ever and you would 
iMVer guess that he was a very 
specnd person, unless you knew 
It 

When together at the crease, he 
would encourage his partner But 
It never came across as fatherly 
advice It was never, “well done, 
young fellow " It was always as if 
he thought of you as his equal 
Never patronizing 
He is m fact a very oaring and 
thoughtful person Whether you 
are a fellow player, a Journalist <»- 




even a stranger, he would goout ^ 
ofhisway tohelpyou Ifehashad 
his prt4>lems with the Press in the 
past, but that’s Just part (rfthe 
game Ihaveseenhim 
particularly helping younger 
players and journalists Even if 
you ask him for afkvour, and he 
doesn’t know you, he will do his 
best to give you some assistance 

He 18 basioally a quiet person 
He isn't the tjrpe to keep talking 
aimlessly He prefers reading He 
IS probably one of the most avid 
readers I have ever seen He reads 
anything he can get his hands on 
books, sports magazines, even 
film magazines You’ll never see 
him sitting around doing 
nothmg Hemvanably hasalxxA 
m his hand 

I have seen him let lus hair 
down on a couple of occasions He 
does play the occasional prank 
and has a good sense of humour 
But. over all, he’s pretty quiet 

There have been tunes when he 
has lost his temper It’s difficult to 
remember when but then he is 
human and he must have faults 
The only difference is that 
whatever his faults are—^while 
batting or off the field—he has 
hidden them beautifully A bowler 
will find it just as difficult to pomt 
out a weakness in Suml, the 
batsman, as a judge of character 
would to point out a weakness in 
Sunil, the man 

Why then has he been so 
controversial, you may ask* The 
answer to that can rnily be isn’t 
e«^ very successful man, 
controversial? The fact remains 
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that every person has a right ta 
air hia opinion. And when you are 
as great a man aa Sunil Gavaskar, 
your opinion matters. The Preea, 
the puUic, fellow players, the 
administration—everybody is 
tuned in to you. And whenever 
there are people who think 
differently, there is bound to be 
controversy. Sunil being a strong 
character has often come in 
contact with people who have had 
different views. 

But to say that Gavaskar was 
selfish, and played more for 
himself than for his country 
would be \mtrue, and grossly 
unfair. If you are able to 
succeed—you are succeeding for 
your team Ifeleven individuals do 
well, their team does well. How 
can anyone, therefore, say that 
Gavaskar played for himself? 

If people refer to instances like 
his 36 not out in the 1975 World 
Cup. then they are being rather 
narrow-minded There were other 
batsman, why didn't they force 
the pace? What invariably 
happens in instances like this is 
that you go out with a plan. This 
plan may not be the same as the 
one that spectators or the critics 
have in mind. For some reason 
your plan doesn't come aff. and 


Gavaskar on Calcutta's hate list in 
Fsbruary'87. But the legendary 
opensr'a self-imposed imaenoe 
gave Lai the chance to play a Test 
on home soil 


you are ridiculed. Oritoouldbe 
that you Just canned get going. 
You have an off day, where you 
dont get out but Just cannot get 
the ball away. 

If people think he was too 
defisnaive then they have no idea 
as to what an opening batsman 
has to do. It is his duty to protest 
the rest of the side firom the new 
ball. Stay at the crease and the 
runs will come. Keeping this in 
mind it would be stupid to call 
Sunil ‘extra defensive.' 

O N the other hand. I think he is a 
truly phenomenal one day 
batsman. He is now in fact aa 
useful, if not more, in the limited 
overs game. He keeps his end up. 
finds the gaps on the field and 
always seems to have tilings 
under control. Our performance 
in the JRdianoe Cup will in all 
probability have a lot to do with 
how he performs. 

Even as acaptain I don't think 
he was ultra defensive. I think he 
would pli^ according to the 
circumstances and the limitations 
of his team. With Holding. 
Roberts, Gamer and Marshall, 





what dbdtoe had CUvB Uoard. but 
to aMaok. With s diffiR«nt team 
Lloyd may have been a diftorent 
captain all together. Sunny. I 
think, waa a nicely balanced 
captain. 

Aa a batsman? Well, what can 
oneai^l Tru^. an time great. 
Check this for eann^de: at 
Bangalore thia year Imran had hia 
.tail up. The I^kiataais were 
looking good for tiheir first eeries 
win in Iiulis. No Indian batsman 
looked good enough to stay for 
more than 20 minutes at the 
crease. The wicket was far from 
an easy one to phy on. Yet Sunil 
jtut went on and on. He never 
lifted the ball. One authentic 
stroke followed the other. He 
would play out a session, come 
back to the dressing room, dry out 
his clothes, read a magazine or 
something, have a lunch or tea, 
and get back to the crease and 
carry on as if there was no 
interruption. 

It was easily the best knock that 
I have ever seen. Siuiil was 

After the milestone ten 
thousandth run, the deluge 




playing the innings of his life, and 
he was so calm about the whole 
thing. The man had j\iBt 
completed 10,000 Test runs in the 
previous match at Ahmedabad. 
The situation was tense 
(desperate, actually) and this man 
went about his job with patience, 
dedication, concentration and an 
unbelievable calmness. Truly, the 
man is of a different class. 

He is in fact much more 
composed than he was before. In 
the past, before going out to bat he 
was particularly keyed up. He 
would get terribly annoyed if 
someone kept talking to him just 
before he went out. Even the 
volxune of the television had to be 
turned off when he was padding 
up. Obviously he considered all 
these elements detracting. And. 
with he chief weapon being 
concentration, the was not 
surprising. Even if you wished 
him luck, he would (at the most) 
only nod his head. I think he is 
less fussy and more relaxed now. 

He. in fact, seems to be peying 
better than ever before. He still 
eiijcys his cricket, and cxould have 
carried on for a few more yeu's. 
But once again he has come up 
With a nuuter stroke. His tlm^ 
has, once again, been perfect. He 


Trendy headgear, floral shirt, bdl 

bottom trousers and oriokating 
friends Wadekar and 

Kallioharran at Kanpur in *79 

retired from captaincy after 
winning the Benson and Hedges 
in Australia. And he has now 
retired from first class cricket 
after scoring 188 runs against the 
best bowlers in the world. His 
retirement, like eveiything else in 
his life, has been perfectly timed. 

True, he will be missed and the 
void created by him will be 
difficult to fill. But no one is 
indispensable, and though Indian 
cricket will feel the big loss, there 
will some day be someone who will 
break even Oavaskar’s records. 
Difficult to imagine something 
like that, but that’s what sport is 
all about. When Bob Beamon 
jumped over 29 feet in Mexico no 
one thought anyone would ever 
come close to it. But now there are 
a couple of athletes jumping in 
that region. 

But come what may, the name of 
Simi! Gavaskar will be 
remembered for a long, long time. 
He, like John F Kenney, never 
knew what decline was. Kennedy 
was assassinated at his peak, 
Gavaskar has retired when at his 
peak. Not many do that! 







MCC BICENTENARY MATCH 

Ram, Rain 
Go Away 

Bad weather claimed the fifth day J 
and robbed the match of an / 
exciting climax. Trevor Bailey M 
witnessed some of the finest li 

cricketing talent assemble at 
Lord’s 





W HEN the MOC Bicenten¬ 
ary match was first dis- 
cussed by the cricket 
oommittee of the dub. the 
intention was for England to play 
the Rest of the World I was, 
rather sadly forced to point out 
that we did not possess a suffi¬ 
ciently powerful side and it Could 
be embarrasBinsr if England, hav¬ 
ing lost the summer’s senes by a 
big margm, was expected to do 
battle with stronger opposition 
The limitations of our national 
eleven have been exposed m recent 
years by our having been beaten at 
home by the West Indiee, India, 
New Zealand cuid Pakistan, so that 
if a world team was chosen we 
would not supply many players 
My suggestion was that the MCC 
should be represented by an 
eleven which was selected firom 
the first class counties and in- 
duded some of their overseas im¬ 
ports This also meant more grreat 
players would be able to take part 
in what was not just another 
nrioket match, but was essmitially 
a major cncketmg occasion The 
outcome was that on August 20 
there was assembled at Lord’s 
probably the finest oolleotion of 
cricketers to take part in the 
game 

Although Vivian Richards, 


rather typically, withdrew to play 
m the Lancashire league and both 
Martm Crowe and Ian Botham 
were injured, there still was a 
surfeit of fast bowlers, all round¬ 
ers and batsmen The selectors 
really only had two problems, 
whom to leave out from those 
three categories, and finding four 
high calibre slow bowlers, under¬ 
lining the present shortage 
throughout tlm world, not Just m 
this country John Emburey and 


<me of the most afliMtlve ba 
In the world todi^ 



I Ravi Shastri were picked for the 
MOC and Abdul Qadir and Roger 
Harper for the Rest of the World 

T^ quartet was unlikely to 
trouble many top dass players on 
a good pitch Indeed they were 
unhkely to cause too many diffi¬ 
culties on a "turner’’ There is no 
question that the batsmen on both 
sides would have preferred to face 
them, rather than another of the 
many West Indian paoemen who 
regularly create so much havoc on 
the county circuit Although John 
Emburey is among the best off- 
spinners m the world he has not 
cmly failed to capture a single 
wicket in this summer’s series 
against Pakistan, but also his 
strike rate in Test crioket is about 
a disappomting one wicket per 16 
overs bowled Ravi Shastn is an 
outstanding all-rounder, but he 
has not captured many wickets 
for his adopted county I think it 
would be fair to say that for India 
his bowling has been noted more 
for its accuracy than its penetra¬ 
tion Both are expert praotitiansrs 
in limited overs cricket, apd have 
been relatively mors efibotive in 
one day intmnationals than in 
Teats 

At his best, Abdul Qadir is a 
world daaa bowler. Vet he lost his 
iflaos in ths Psklstsn team in India 




liiat wictar, 'wSdla until titia IIziaI 
at (te 0«al tm made UtUe 
t>*>i> i'iiiiwliili in T^*tf****d thia aum- 
mar, whan ha did have a little 
ifiatter of 708 nine to jpiay with. 
„Hia partner in the Beat of the 
World waa Boger Harper, a eoine- 
what atrange dhoioe conaidering 
he haa zurrar oommanded a 
regular jdaoe for the Weat Indies, 
and has not taken many wickets 
for his county. Only being allowed 
to pick one overseas player, 
Ncnthanta normally prefer to in- 
dude their htst bowler. Winston 
Davis, despite Roger being among 
the finest fieldsmen in the world 
and a valuable late-order batsman. 

The difference between this 
match and a normal Test, quite 
apart from the overall standaM of 
the players was that the outcome 
was immaterial and that the large, 
and enthusiastio crowds had 


oome to shioy the finest contem¬ 
porary cricketars in the world 
display their skill at the game’s 
headquarters. Thty wwe not dis¬ 
appointed because the players pro¬ 
vided a feast of runs and the 
personal pride of all taking part 
made certain that it never de¬ 
veloped into an exhibition. 

Having won the toes, Mike Oat- 
ting elected to bat on the most 
placid of pitches, devoid of venom 
and lacking in pace which made 
batting eaty and bowling an unre¬ 
warding exercise. The fliat day 
produced 291 runs for the loss of ^ 
only four wickets and belonged 
mainly to Graham Oooch, Gordon 
Oatting not only oontributsd with 
the bat scoring a century but, 
together with Border, he 
contributed to making the 
match exciting with some 
■daring declarations 


Greenidge and Roger Helper. 
Graham, like the county be cap¬ 
tains, has had a diaappoinhiBg 
summer and he tocdc fills oppor¬ 
tunity to show the Bngtand sdleo- 
tors that he is the best opener in 
the country, even fiiough on this 
occasion he came in at No 3. He 
also made absolutely sure of his 
place in the World Cup squad. 
Although he began tentatively, he 
gradually found his touch and 
completed a century of genuine 
class. Greenidge contributed a 











lively 60 befcwe he was caught 
with deceptive ease hy Harper off 
Qadir at deep mid on. Haiper 
proved to be the most successful 
member of his team. In addition to 
hwlriTi g that oatcdi. he captured 
Sower's wicket and ran out Gooch 
Rlth a superb pieoe of flowing 
vhich was the hi g hii g H t of the 



entire day. He stopped a farooiou 
drive off his own bowling ond ti 
one movement threw down Qu 
striker's stumps before Gooch hac 

time to get back to the safety of ^ 

crease. 

Another capacity crowd eqjoyed 
a second sun<bleased day whiok 
saw the MOC reach 466 for fivi 

declared and the Rest of the World 

replied with 160 for three. The 
highlight was unquesttonaldy a 
powerful, pugnacious 170 by 
Mike Getting ftiU of rich strokes, 
though it must be 
the bowling, handicapped by am 
loss of Qadir with a ria-imgtd 
finger did wilt in the ■*« gT 

In sharp contrast. ^ 

Hadlee in a splendid opening 
underlined why they are omtant- 
ly the two best fast bowlers in the 
world. 

Despite the hMvy overnight, 
rain play recommenced ntuohei^ 
liar t h a n would have baen ttieiMHii 
In a Test which ******* nry» wcmdai^r 
not for the first time, that ungiina 
and playeiw have baoome ceor fiia> 
ey. This Saturday faninng^ 
eaoluaively to Ehinll GavteSv 
who produced an tnning « (g 4 ^^. 
peptianal charm and would aarv*' 
as a perlhat model of how to bi^ 
His >188 was easily the moto 

tured innings 1 hate ttotnasaadibr' 

‘a long time and toe stantotiff; 








Ooooh wMnotlntheBnglanil 
taam ttil« nuoiiiar Imt liteiMiitiury 
liarmids litoooiiMtwcfc 

ovation he received ftom an enzB|>>. 
tured audience was more than 
justified. Although the little 
grenius dwarfed everyUaing, it 
should be mentioned titat Imran 
Khan hit a magnificent 87, |lar> 
shall bowled with fite and hostil¬ 
ity and Shaetri provided a fine 
piece of accurate left-arm spin. 

The high standard of the bat¬ 
ting. which was imquastionaldy 
the feature of this contest, con¬ 
tinued after Kapil Dev had quickly 
disposed of Broad. Gooch, who 
had been a little imcertain at the 
commencement of his first in- - 
nings was this time in touch tram 
the moment he arrived at the 
crease to join Qreenidge, who for 
once was prepared to play second 
fiddle to the Essex player. Howev¬ 
er. when Gooch was eventually 
bowled by Harper for a masterful 
70, the West Indian increased the 
tempo with a wide range of beauti¬ 
fully executed shots which 
brought him the fourth century of 
this run drenched occasion. MUce 
Oatting declared at 318, which 
left just enough time tar Marshall 
to bowl Gavaskar for 0. Sunil had 
announced his retirement and I 
suppose it was not inapinopriate 
that he should end his career in 
this fbshion, as this was also the 
fate of Australia’s greatest player. 
Sir Donald Bradman. So it might 
be said that he is in tiis right 
company. 

The final day, which promiaed a 
magnificent climax never mater- 
iedieed as the rain came dovm so 
heavily that it was not possible to 
bowl a single hall and the g^une 
was eventually (xdled off at nocm. 
The award for the beet batting, 
quite oorrectly went to Ga^miAcar, 
and for the best bowling to Mar¬ 
shall. The fielding award went to 
Clive Rice for his two magnificent 
catch«9 but my personal choice 
would have been Harper for his 
all-round fielding, in addition to 
one catch and one quite incredible 
lun out. Despite the loss of the 
entire final day. it was unques- : 
tionably a match to remember, not 
merely for the cricket it provided, i 
but for the epirit in which it was I 
I^yed. I 
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OmKUOM 

muNDBaas: 
SelootoTB usually have a 
very tou^h jobouband 
beoauae they oaonot 
ntiafy everybody This 
tune round 2-3 names 


REACTIONS 
TO THE INDIAN 


SELECTION 


were^ookinirly 
omitted Iwoniitorhow 
Sidhu, Arun Lai and 
Ajay Sharma flgrured in 
ttoliet Arun Lai has 
always given the 
Impression of being a 
Testhatsman Heisnota 
one-day player at all 
Bidhuisalsoa 
slow batsman and is in 
the 25< Aja^ Sharma’s 
ohoioe confounds me 
Ajay Sharma has been 
battmg at times at 
number eight for Delhi 
Is he an all roimder or a 
batsman? Whose place Is 
he going to challenge^ 
You have to bea 
specialist m some ways 
to openly fig^t for a slot 


when you ate gomg to 
choose only two The 
third choice is 
superfluous and 
unnecessarily blocks 
one place in the team 
I wonder how Carlton 
Saldanha of Karnataka 
was overlooked He is a 
good young batsman 
We should build a team 
with an eye to the 
future KhalidAbdvl 
Qayyum cm the othei 
hand is a semor man 
and his selection must 
have come as a big 
surprise to him as well 


Obviously the selectors’ 
poor homework is 
showing The policy of 
the previous selectors is 
at a complete tangent 
with that of the present 
lot 

Randhir Singh of 
Bihar had a marvellous 
last season He took a lot 
of wickets against West 
Zone, went to 
Sharjah—but is nowhere 
now Why*? 

On the other hand, I 

Tismba is Ideal for 
one-day games. Why is 
hsnotlnr’ 


in the 14 Ajay is 
confused himself, how 
then have the selectors 
Ohooen him in the 26^ 

1 am disai^xunted that 
Lalchand Riyputhasnot 
been included Though 
his International 
performance has not 
bean top-class, he is 
definitely a very talented 
batsman, who can get 
(juiok runs and bowl too 

Pradeep Sundbiram of 
Ri^asthan IS a fine pace 
bowler who has 
captured ICX) odd 
wickets in just 3-4 Rahji 
seasons Whyishenot 
in the 26^ He is a good 
fielder too Is it because 
there is nobody to back 
him firom the Central 
Zone^ 

Rajeah Yadav, on the 
other hand, is a very big 
surprise AmmKhan, 
ths left arm 
qainner-oum-batsman 
from Maharashtra has 
been doing Very 
well in the last couple of 
seasons. Where is he^ 
Why have three 
wloltstkeepers m the 25. 



am glad that Sanjay 
MahJrekar finds himself 
intimside HSisa 
batsman of hi^ class 
He slmuld figure m the 
14, thoui^ his ohanoee 
in the 11 are doubifni 
because he will have to 
compete with 
Vongsarkar and 
ASharuddin 

While chalking out 
the 14, we need at least 
sue bowlers in the 11 
Giving Azhar 6-7 overs 
matop-dass 
competition 18 not Ihir If 
Mohmder was present, I 
would not have 
complained but 6 
specialist bowlers (3 
pace plus 3 spin) are a 
must I am prepared to 
take the nek of takmg 
only one wicketkeeper 
m the 14 Kiran More is 
the best wicketkeeper we 
have and can bat as well 
The theory that Pandit is 
a good batsman la a 
myth He has never 
scored more than 30-35 
runs at any tune m 
mternstional cncket 

My 14 la aa follows. 
Sunil Gavaskar, 
Srlkkanth, Azhar, 
Vengsarkar, Ravi 
Shastri, Kapil Dev. 
Kiran Mors, ManoJ 
Prabhakar, Binny, 
Chstan Shairma or Raju 
Kulkami. Sanjay 
Manjrekar, Shivlal 
Yadav, MaTiIrtiif M-Tlrt 
Siva. 

MADHAVMANTRI: 

Selecting a tng 
contingent is no joke 
No glanng omiBBiona 
have been made this 
tune—^no regional bus 
If I was a selector and 
chose X. you would ask 
forY 

The selectors have 
done a good job in 
including youngsters m 
the squad with an 
obvious eye on the West 
Indies tour to follow, It 
willbeagood 
opportumty ftur them to 










improve their ability 
with the more 
experienced players at 
Udaipur 

Rajput had been given 
chances and had not 
performed well enough 
to keep his place in the 
side Sidhu performed 
well whenever given a 
chance but was ignored 
for a long time 
Narasimha Rao, the 
Hyderabad skipper was 
right when he 
complained that the 
selectors did not watch 
his team wm the Ranji 
victory It IS fitting that 
youngsters from 
Hyderabad have been 
included in the ?5 

My team Is Oavaskar, 
Srlkkanth, Ashar. 
Vengsarkar, Shastri, 
Kapil, Mors, Fandlt, 
Manindsr, Yadav, 
%laiiy, Knlkaml, 

Chstan Kharina and 
Pvabhakar. 

Sadanand ViiriliWeaiath 
baa not delivered the 



‘TIis theory that Pandit 
is a good batsman is a 
myth.' 

goods when given the 
dhanoe We must 
mcludeall rounders ioi 
one-day games Just 
look at the all 
conquering Pakistan 
team it is always the 
batsmen from numbei 7 
to 11 who score runs 
when the chips are 
down 

Arun Lai is basic ally a 
Test batsman and may 
not fit into the one day 
scheme of things 
Sanjay Manjrekar 
should be happy that his 
excellent poiiormances 
have been recognised 
We can dehml ely use 
him for the West Iiube*? 
tour 

BKNATHSOLKAR It 
18 good that they have 
not changed the captain 
I am confident that 
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Kapil can lead the side. 
Changes affect team 
morale and 
combinations. When 
playing in front of 
India’s millions, it is 
always better to have an 
experienced man at the 
helm. Vengsarkar is in 
great personal form and 
could be groomed for 
future captaincy. 

I was shocked to see 
that Lamba was 
dropped. He deserved to 
be in the 25, if not in the 
14. Arun Lai’s inclusion 
surprises me.>If Arun is 
there, there is no reason 
why Mohinder should 
not be there in the side 
also. Arun Lai is 
certainly not a 
youngster for the 
one-day game! 

Piajput did not click 
for India at the right 
moment and therefore is 
now out. I am happy 
that Maiijrekar is in the 
team. He is a class 
batsman and an 
excellent fielder. 

One more thing: our 
selection committee in 
close consultation with 
the BCCl should 
ascertain the nature of 
the wicket and then 
accordingly choose the 
bowlers. If it is a 
spinner’s paradise there 
is no use taking a host of 
pace bowlers. If it is a 
paced wicket with a lot of 
grass, one could restrict 
the number of spinners 
in the team. It is not fair 
on my part to name a 14. 

AJIT WADEKAR: The 
selectors have kept an 
eye on the one-day as 
well as the S-day games 
in selecting the side. I 
feel youngsters like 
Carlton Saldanha, 

Arshad Ayub. Narendra 
Hirwani (leg spinner), 
and Subhash Ranjane (a 
pace bowler from 
Maharashtra) should 
have been included. 







‘Arun Lai’s inclusion surpriaas me... he is not a 
youngster fbr the one^lay game* 

Rajput did not click for India and is now out 



Raman Lsmba ia ideal 
ftv the one-day game. 
Why is he not in? If Siva 
bowls wen at the camp. 1 
would take him lttirtei(d 
of Yadav. Prabhakar 
could be too slow on our 
wickets but should males 
it into the 14. 

My 14 is Osvaskar. 
8rikkanth,Asliar. 
Vengsarkar. SaitJiqr 
Bfanjrekar, Shastri. 

Kapil Osv.Kiran More, . 
KuUcami. Blnny or 
Chetan, Maninder, Siva 
orTadav, MaaoJ 
PraUiakar and Pandit. 

Fxunkly I do not think 
the Udaipur camp will 
achieve much. Rigid 
phyeicai training is not 
what ie needed. It could 
lead to players becoming 
stale or injurioua with 
the World Cup close on 
our heels. 

Instead I would have 
suggested that we make 
2 or 3 teams and play at , 
the various centres like 
Bombay. Delhi, 

Calcutta, Bangalore and 
Madras—where we are 
ultimately going to play. 

This way our players 
would have got 
first-hand information 
of the ground conditions 
and been in a very 
strong psychological 
frame of mind. It is 
wholly absurd to judge 
playere at the nets. In 
actual match conditions, 
the youngsters could 
have given the seidors a 
run for their money and 
emerged as a 
fighting-fit unit. In any 
case our half of the draw 
is comfortable and we 
should easily reach the 
semi-finals. 

1 am not against Kapil 
Oev but I strongly feel 
that a change was 
necessary tor fresher 
ideas, newer strategies 
and more enthusiasm. 
Kapil is exhausted. 

From where will he get 
new ideas? A change is 








Bi^Kttlluuml(«liO 
Inaat) teunoM ahort 

always for the better 
BHARAT REDDY: The 
first thing that one 
notices m the hst of 
probables is that 
basically there are a lot 
of youngsters with not 
much experience Ifeel 
that many of these could 
have been chosen last 
season when India 
played nearly 25 
one<lay>mternational8 
against Australia, Sn 
Lanka, Pakistan and in 
Shaurjah lliat should 
have been the time to 
experiment, not when it 
comes to picking the 
team for the World Cup 
I just hope that many of 
the young chaps do not 
mate it to the final 
squad of 14* 

The manner m which 
the probables have been 
picked clearly shows 
that a new selection 
committee has taken 
over It certainly wears a 
new look, But I would 


say they have not chosen 
the best'one-day players 
in the country Sidhu, 
Sanjay Manjrekai and 
Qayyum are not by any 
yardstick 

one-day-players If they 
are the surprise 


inclusions, then the 
surprise omissions are 
Abdul Azeem and 
ArshadAyub both of 

’Maitlrekar is a class 
batsman and an 
excellent fielder* 



Hyderabad They, to my 
mind, are excellent 
one-day-cneketers 

If some of the players 
like Ajay Sharma. 
Saiijeev Sharma and 
Rajesh Yadav have been 
taken on the basts of 
then performyances on 
the domestic circuit last 
season then by the same 
argument. Ayub and 
Azeem should have 
found a place 

Regarding the 
captain. I feel the 
selectors really had no 
ot her choice other than 
Kapil Dev 

Out of the 25, my final 
14 is Kapil Dev. Dilip 
Vengsarkar, Sunil 
Oavaskar, K Srikkanth, 
Arun Lai, Azaruddin, 
Ravi Shostrl. Roger 
Bmny. ManoJ 
Prabhakar, Chetan 
Sharma, Maninder 
Singh, L. 

Sivaramakrishnan, S 
Viswanath and K More. 

Interviews by 
•alwl CtMaSawerher nS 
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Everything is 
in control tor 
the Reliance 
Ciip.Therete 
a lot of 
interest and 
we are bound 
to have fun 
houses. The 
Government 
has helped 
out—the 
Pakistan 
Board does 
not have the 


like the 
Indian one. 
Fortunately, 
the 

Government 
hasputkia 
lot Of money 


‘We Hope Imnin Gonliiiiies' 

Ejaz Butt is a national selector and a pillar of 
Pakistan cricket. On a recent visit to Delhi he 
spoke to Amrit Mathur 


Compared to Bomet^his oounterpaTts i 
irom other ooimtiiee who aeek some , 

undefined virtue in stony siJenoe E^jaz I 

Butt offered well-reasoned, candid 
opinions on polity behind the nationsd 
selections. A former Test player. Butt \ 
now is Marketing and Development 
Director with Service Industrie, a 
Lahore-based oomjmny dealing mainly in 
shoes, leather and textiles. 

Balancing his cricket and career 
commitments is not always easy and 
extended absences fiom ofRce, he says, 
are only tolerated somewhat reluctantly. 
With the advent of the Reliance Cup the 
demands on his time have increased 
further. 

SPORTSWORLD: You must be very seti^dby 
Pakistan’s recent peiformances? 

EJAZ BUTT; Oh Yes. Our boys have 
done very well. I give most of the credit 
for this to Imran for his excellent 
captaincy and expert handling of the 
side. He has formed a strong 


combination and there is very good team 
work. Imran has been able to mould the 
younger boys into a very efficient 
fighting unit. 

h the success also a result of conscious Board 
policy to play youi^sters? 

Partly. The Board for aometime has 
been doing its best to encourage 
youngsters. We have been nurturing 
young talent and helping them. Mohsin 
Kama! for instance was sent to Australia 
at Board expense to gain experience. 

Otherwise, too, the Board has been 
trying to expose as many youngsters as 
possible to international cricket. We had 
sent more players to India than were 
needed only because we wanted to try 
out players. 

The Board also sent the junior teams 
on tours abroad at considerable cost. 
Recently they toured Zimbabwe where 
conditions are like England—the wickets 
are green and the ball moves. 












emu up? 

Lots- Th^ !• plenty of oon^petttion 
axnonff fast bowlere. Apart from ttie boys 
In the squad at present, there la Azeem 
Hails who has taken a lot of wicdEsts. 
Wahid Niazi is another bowler doing very 
well. Basioally the Board has conaolously 
fcdlowed a policy of blending senior and 
Junior players and at the ' moment there 
is an ideal mix. 

lam't Ou Board penaa^mg Immm to reeomaider 
hli retiramamt pkuuf 

We have already talked to hlm.The 
Board President has had a word but 
Imran has made acategoilcal statement 
about ratlrement. The Board would like 
bim to play at least the West Indies 
series. We are hoping that he will 
reconsider. There is a lot of tempo in the 
country also. Imran has achieved 
excellent results and gets the best out of 
the youngsters. I really hope he carries 


How watt is Pakistaa prepared for the World 
Cup? 

Everything is under control. There is a 
lot of interest and we are bound to have 
full houses. The government luui helped 
out—the Pakistan Board does not have 
the resource like the Indian one. 
Forttmately. the government has put in a 
lot of money . Thanks to the government, 
Karachi has' an almost new stadiiun and 
’Pindi has a modern pavilion complex. 
These have been government funded. 

Is there amy common policy on wicket 
preparation? 

We have two people—Bashir and Aziz 
who are supervising wicket preparation. 
Our intention is to provide good batting 
tracks that have reasonable bounce and 
are true. If the wicket is not good most of 
the excitement of the one-day matches is 
lost. 



Does the Pakistan Board also have problems 
with its players overtUsdpUnary matters? 

No we do not have any disputes. This is 
due to the policy of give and take that is 
being followed. The Board offers a very 
clear-out contract to the boys, which both 
parties follow strictly. The officials and 
the players sit down and settle matters 
across the table. Before the team went 
tbin time to England we had a discussion 
and settled terms. We decided to alter 
payments. The important thing is that 

we have r^fular dialogue where both 
parties speak to each other and settle 

mktteiw to their mutual satisfaction. As I 


said earlier it is a two-way street. 

I believe the Board has devised an ambithus 
scheme for grooming youngsters? 

We are tackling the matter from 
several sides. We are sending our boys 
out and giving them exposure. Coaching 
centres are being developed—including 
indoor facilities. A summer centre is 
coming up in the North West province. 
Cricketers are well looked after in terms 
of employment, money, incentives. 

Pakistan has abandoned its policy of tgypointing 
professional managers? 

Yes. the experiment has been 
discontinue with for the time being. 
There were some problems and it became 
difficult to find the ideal man for the Job. 
Then the men we sent with the team 
Instead did a good Job. For instance, 
Naseer Ahmad came to India and he 
handled the side very efficiently. 

There have alsobeen eases efthe national 
selectors going as managers? 

Yes, that has been happening~we have 
triad out a lot of things. Some work. 

( Some don’t. 


WeliM 

alraady 

taBcedto 

BcMmI 


hashada 
wordy but 
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Great Momeiits 
At The VS Open 
1978-86 


1978 

Bwt vaniM olumgv— Under the determined and 
progrreseive leadership of USTA President W.E. 
'‘Slew*’ Hester, the US Open moved from the patri¬ 
cian West Side Tennis Club in Forest Hills, New 
York, its site for the previous 64 yeairs, to the public 
Flushing Meadow Park a couple of miles away. The 
new National Tennis Center’s Louis Ajrmstrong 
Stadium aooommodated nearly 20,000 spectktors 
and the facility was open to the public year-round. K 
the massive concrete venue latdced the beauty of 
Roland Oarroe and the aura of Wimbledon, it 
exemplified the USTA’s bold commitment to open up 
the onoe-elitist sport to the masses. 

Best unbreakable record— Jimmy Connors, who 
loved and thrived on the boisterous Flushing 
Meadow crowds, drubbed Bjorn Borg 6-4, 6-2, 6-2 
for his third US Open triumph on three different 
surfaces, a record that will probably stand forever. 
This one came on medium-speed Deco-Turf II hard- 
oourts. Jlmbo also won on grass in 1974 and on clay 
in 1976 at the West Side Tennis Club. 

Best tnnnagn phenom (male)— John McEnroe, a 
highly talented, fiery 19-year-old from nearby 
Douglaston, New York, served and volleyed all the 
way to the semifinals where he was finally stopped 
6-2, 6-2, 7-5 by Connors. 

Best ssoa ps Adriano Panatta, a dashing Italian 
with dassio strokes, served for the match at 5-3 in 
the fifth set of his fourth-round epic agrainst Con¬ 
nors. But never-say-die Jimbo fought back and won 
the 3-hour. 36-minute match. 4-6, 6-4, 6-1, 1-6, 7-5. 

1979 

Bast {day —^llie Nastase fast-changed his shorts 
during a match. 

Bast baok-to-baok wins— Tra<^ Austin, only 16, 
stuns Martina Navratilova and Chris Evert for the 
women’s title. 

Bast grievanoe— ’The Women’s ’Tennis Association 
charges that CBS discriminated against women 
players in its TV ooverage of the US Open. In fact, 
only 16 pwr cent of the 13Vfe hours of the first 
weekend coverage feattired women's matches. 

Best odd ooupls — Zany Die Nastase and transsex¬ 
ual Renee Richards gain the mixed doubles semi¬ 
finals. 

U ' ' . - . - - ■ .. 


Best question posed—After the John McEnroe-IUe 
Nastase imbroglio, toumamdht referee Mik? Blan¬ 
chard was confounded by the ultimate Point Penalty 
System dilemma: defaulting a player with a live 
audience of thousands and a television audience at 
miUioits. "In baseball or football a player gets 
thrown out and a sub comes in. In tennis the match 
ie over! What’s the answer?’’ 

1980 

Best repeat—^John McEnroe retained his US Open 
title with sizzling S-setters over Jimmy Connors and 
Bjorn Borg despite a hometown crowd that wouldn’t 
support him no matter what. 

Best retort—“I won’t tell you*" (Hana Mandlikova, 
when an interviewer asked her what her US Open 
final strategy against Chris Evert would be.) 

Best word sandwich—“We win two-thirds of the 
matches without trying, for godsakes. We blase a 
doubles match and still win. We blase tournaments 
and still win." (John McEnroe, who was to eat his 
boasting words when he and Peter Fleming were 
dethroned as US Open doubles champs.) 

1981 

Best tension box—During the men’s final between 
her husband and John McEnroe, Mariana Simiones- 
cu Borg performed a rare feat by smoking and 
chewing giim at the same time. 

Best legitimate grievanoe—The United States Ten¬ 
nis Association celebrated its Centennial as its 
premier tournament, the US Open, incredibly and 
anachronously paid its linespeople less per match 
than its ballpersons. 

Best overrated sportsman—Selfish, petulant 
Bjorn Borg did the unthinkable by snubbing the 
awards ceremony (he confessed he was unaware of a 
death threat) after losing the US Open final in what 
turned out to be his final attempt to win this 
championship. 

Best debut—Barbara Oerken, a 17-year-old Cali¬ 
fornian. reached ttie US Open quarterfinals in her 
very first pro tournament. 

Best fan—^Who else but Ltilu, an impish six-year- 
old chimpanzee in tennis (^oes who is a regular at 
New York sporting events. At the US Open she stuck 
her tongue out for the cameras, then she cut out the 
“monkeying aroimd" by playing a bit of tennis with 
Rosie Casals. 



1982 

Bast Coimcn«-l8m—Jimmy Connors, firing him¬ 
self up as well as the crowd, raised his fingers to 
Indioate how many games, then points, he had to go 
to victory at the US Open. It edged out other 
Connors-isms such as his strutting and his thrust- 
ing-bis-arms-up victory gesture 

Best career feat—Chris Evert Lloyd grabbed her 
sixth US Open singles title. That feat put her within 
striking distaime of Helen Wills Moody (7) and 
record-holder Molla Bjurstedt Mallory (8). 

■—Pat Cash, a gift^ 17-year- 
old Australian, won the US Open boys’ title two 
mtmtbs after winning the Wimbledon junior crown. 

Best shocker—Steamrolling Martina Navratilova, 
who lost just one match in the previous eight 
months, was upset in the US Open quarterfinals. 

—It came right after match 
point in Pam Shriver’s stunning 1-6, 7-6, 6-2 US 
Opm upset of Martina Navratilova. The two met at 
net. smiled, shrugged and walked off the court 
boggi^ eaedi other. Later Martina said. “We were 
bc^ tsady to cry.” Pam. her doubles partner and 
good br^d, said, “Fm thrilled for myself. But I’m 
sad fbr Martina.” 

Best Muidd question—After losing the US Open 
Anal, Ivan Lendl was sweetly asked this loaded 
question hy e woman journalist from Sweden: “You 
^fure ftom an Iron Curtain Communist country that 
.rUstudly says that suooess in athletics indicates the 
siipeiiority of die economic system. How would you 
' satiflain your defeat today?” 

Best oomMiaok— After a fbur-yeur drought with* 
a Ginad Slsm title, Jimmy CcnmorSfj^xiud and 
.captured the Open, after winning 
two mondis esiilier, to regain the i 



1983 

Best incredible shot—Easy! It was Yannick Noah’s 
running-at-full-speed, back-to-the-net, between-the- 
legs return of an offensive lob in a US Open 
tie-breaker against Aaron Krickstein. (Warning; 
This shot may be hazardous to your body.) 

Best mystery—Ivan Lendl said he would trade ail 
his tournament victories for one Grand Slam title 
and then acted as if he couldn’t care less in the 
pivotal fourth set of his US Open final. 

Best ultimate warrior—Jimmy Connors shrugged 
off adversity as completely as Lendl caved in to it. 
Jimbo regained his family (Patti had sued for 
divorce before they reconciled) and game in time for 
the US Open. There combative Connors braved a 
death threat, an Injured toe, an attack of diarrhoea, 
sweltering 107 degree court heat and a red-hot foe 
eight years his j unlor for his fifth US championship. 

Best non-sequitur—“If you make mistakes like my 
double fault at set point, you don’t deserve to win," 
asserted Lendl after the-US Open final. Sorry, Ivan. 
That’s like sasring if 1 can’t be perfect I might as well 
be perfectly awful. Next time, expect some adversity 
and don’t throw in the towel. 

Best case ct sour gnqws—“Being brought up here. 
15 minutes away and getting crapped on is pretty 
discouraging.” (John McEnroe, after the boisterous 
US Open crowd cheered his errors and derided his 
oomplaintB during his upset loss to BiU Scanlon.) 

Biist ixusredlble reversal—Barbie Bramblett, down 
as far as you can get—6-0, 5-0, 40-love—pulled an 
astouncUng com^sack to topple Ann Hulbert 0-B. 
T*5’. 6-3 In tha second qualifying round at the US 
Open. 

. Best slnlstral trend— For the tenth straight year a 
lefthander won tbs US Open men's singles title. 








1984 

Best day of fabulous tennis—September 8,1964 at 
the US Open. For a 10-hour feast of thrilling, 
high-caliber tennis, you couldn’t beat Lendl's 3-6, 

6- 3, 6-4, 6-7, 7-6 semifinal marathon over Pat Cash, 
followed by Navratilova's 4-6, 6-4, 6-4 title duel with 
Evert Lloyd and climaxed by McEnroe’s 6-4, 4-6, 

7- 5, 4-6, 6-3 classic over Connors. 

Best fatalism--“Waiting in the locker room befoi'c 
the match you had to feel a lot like Gary Gilmore (an 
executed killer) waiting for someone to come and get 
you.” (Unknown Robert Green, after McEnroe re¬ 
turned him to reality in the US Open fourth round ) 

Best sour grapes—After being upset by Carling 
Bassett 6-4, 6-3 in the US Open quarterfinal, Hana 
Mandlikova. the third seed and daughter of a Czech 
journalist, gracelessly put down her opponent “She 
does not really care if she wins or loses Her father 
has millions, and she does not have to worry If she 
loses, so what?” 

Best prloe-gouging- The bagel sandwich at the 
US Open. You got bagel, cream cheese and 
onion for the outrageous price of $7 95 

—Czech Tomas Smid and Au¬ 
stralian John Fitzeraid, playing together for the 
first time, suprisingly captured the men's doubies 
title 

Best “youngest” record—Gabriels Sabatiiu, a 
fetching 14-year, 4-month-old Argentine. t)pf:ame 
the youngest ever to win an Open (US) match, 
erasing Tracy Austin (14, 9), the 1977 quarterfi- 
nalist. 



1985 

Best giant-killer—Just when longtime queens 
Martina Navratilova and Chris Evert Lloyd were 
hailed as unbeatable—except by each other—Hana 
Mandlikova smashed the dynamic duopoly to take 
the US Open. The once exasperatingly erratic Man¬ 
dlikova, strengthened by a new. rigorous training 
regimen, upset the idol she once ballgirled for back 
in Prague, in a scintillating 7-6. 1-6. 7-6 final. 

Best press release—“If I would go all the time by 
what’s written, what’s said about myself, I would go 
crazy after a week. I have done it for myself and for 
my friends and for my family. I haven’t done it just • 
to prove to you guys.” (Ivam Lendl, after his US Open 
triumph shut up the media harpers and carpers.) 

Best match that never was—The keenly antici¬ 
pated McEnroe-Becker quarterfinal in the US Open 
that CBS decided to televise at 9 p.m. even though 
the network doesn’t normally schedule any tennis 
during prime time. Joakim Nystrom finished off 
Becker, and the “dream match” never happened. 

Best concession—“1 have to be at the top of my 
game to beat Lendl That’s where he's come—to the 
point where 1 have to be at my best to beat him. I 
can't beat him if I’m not " (John McEnroe, after his 
7-6, 6-3, 6-4 US Open final loss to Lendl.) 

Best ripoff—-Ken Flach's disgraceful and unethic¬ 
al refusal to acknowledge whether Henri Leconte’s 
volley hit him—and only he knows for sure- - at the 
pivotal (third) set jioint of the US Open doubles final 
Flacli violated the game’s tradition of honor, and his 
tainted victory (with Robert Seguso) was booed by 
thousands of spectators 
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Best media insult—After taking* his second U S 
Open crown with a straight sets demolition of 
Miloslav Mecir. Lendl wound up being trashed by 
Sports Illustrated’s cover story headline “The Cham¬ 
pion That Nobody Cares About ” 

Best description of “the zone” - “1 was flying out 
there. I felt there was no ball i couldn’t gel to. no 
shot I couldn’t hit.” 

Best TV malpractice-The use of athletes still 
engaged in a contest to interview othoi* competi¬ 
tors—such as CBS Sports’ use of Jimmy Connors 
and Pam Shriver in its US Open coverage—consti¬ 
tutes an undignified and potentially harmful con¬ 
flict of interest. 

Best “CJW 0 h"-mate—Amazingly, Czechoslovakian- 
born players grabbed all four singles finals berths at 
the US Open 

Best honesty— “1 think she would have wiped me 
out. She is just too strong." (Alice Marble. 1930s 
cliampion and the first great female serve and 
voUeyer, when asked how she would have fared 
aigainst Navratilova after she whipped Helena Suko- 
va e-3, 6-S in the US Open final.) 

Best sign of US decline—Only one American 
unheralded Tim Wilkison, advanced to the US Open 
quarterfinals. 



Best match—Mai'tina Navratilova's high-caliber 
6-1. 6-7, 7 6 thriller over rampaging Steffi Graf iii 
the US Open semifinals Both competitors had three 
match points, and the fluctuatmg third-set tiebreak 
er v'ent to 10-8 

Best revenue orovider The US Open lobs $67. i I 
rmllion into New York City’s economy, according to ! 
a study by Controller Harrison J Goldin j 

Best decision--^ To default John McEnroe and Peter • 
Fleming for arriving for their US Open doubles j 
match Why’*' Because superstars must abide by the j 
rules along with everyone else Arguments such as ! 
why couldn’t the officials “bend” the rules a bit, we } 
shouldn’t kick poor Mac when he’s down (in his j 
game) and out (of the singles); and the default i-uins j 
the doubles event are all totally wrong-headed and 
unfair 

Best succinct comparison— “On the court at 
Wimbledon, you have to be quiet Otherwise they 
throw you out Here (the US Opc‘u) you can do 
anything you want You can play a sajiophone in the 
stands and nobody cares “ (Bona Becker ) 

Best brashness—It came from unconvinced Steffi 
Graf after her ultra-close U S. Open loss to Martina 
“Martina isn’t that much better than everybody 
else”.. . “She’s nervous playing me’’ . "Chris isn’t 
great anymore either.” 


AH ptioiographs by Tommy Hindlev 
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RHOTO FEATURE 


When 
Britain 
Beat The 
Rest Of 
TheWorid 

FA League 3 

Rest Of The World O 

It was supposed to be a KlitteniiK affair. Not really 
an a^ttrc-ssive exciting game, but one where the best 
in the world could flaunt theii skills. Pelc. obviously 
was the chief guest yet unfortunately it was little 
I )iego Maradona who caused the problems again. 

Chased around the world he refused to make up 
his mind... finally doing so foi a ridiculous i!100,tM)l) 
(i’KXiO a minute). 

'I'he Knglish, who are desperate to re-enter int(» 
Kuropeaii soccer this year, behaved abominabK, 
booing and jetu'iiig t'verytime tht' Argentine touclied 
the ball. Needless to say Maradona played 
lackadaisically. 

’I'he match itself w.is reduced to a mere faue, 
especially in tiu- secoiwl half when sufistituions were 
made en masse...it was imperative that eveiybody 
invitc'd should play. 

Bryan Robson reluniiiig to form si ored twice, 
while Ills Main, liester I hiited toiinlerpart Norman 
Whiteside coiii|)leted formalities with a third. 

'riic Rest da/./.k-d in patches, most of it though 
fiom a U'lired I'latiiii who onci.- again continued to 
confound, ( iary Lineker, w'ho has never jiiaved willi 
the Fienclimaii fielore, was so devastated by that 
legeiidarv vision, that in a moment of rare privai y he 
blurted out, ‘It was a pleasure to play with you'. 

IMatini composed and dignifu'd .said, "I said the 
same thing to Johann Cruvff many years ago”. 

Bverybody obvlofudy wui hyoMng ftt Diego 

Maredona. (Above) he finila himeelf ttiUTOuiulMl 

by the FA League atul (IMow) managed to ride a 
taokte. The other attraotione were the foreign 
imports, PiebenSSl^aar (far right fo|p)wtd 
Drill’s snigmatlo. Jorimar ^ rigbQ 



















(Above) Platini oaine out Of 
etirement to dazzle as usual; 
(far left) Pablo futre, the 
speedy Portguese wlngor 
strug-gles with Kenny 
pansom; (left) the extremely 
popular Lineker didn't score 
but the crowds love him 
iny way; (right) perhaps the 
duel of the contemporary 
giants FA League’s Bryan 
pobson moves away from the 
Rest Of The World’s Diego 
Maradona 
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THEY WnJj 
BE MISSED 


IAN BOTHAM 


I F there was one announcement that did not 
surprise anyone it was when Ian Botliam politely 
declined selection to the Engflish team for the 
1987 Reliance World Cup It wae an almost 
foreg^ine conclusion that we would not be seeing' the 
burly all rounder in action this Octobi r Novenibi'i 
Choosing to spend pai t of his year in Queensland 
Australia Botham has almost alienated himself 
from the land of his ongi n albeit willingly 
This IS a man w ho 
provokes extremes 
either you are an all out 
fan or you just r an t 
bear his unuithodox 
attitude to the game 
But like him oi lump 
him he IS a player any 
true cricket fan will sit 
up to watch 
Appi caching the game 
like he does everything 
else in life- wanting to 
get into the thick of the 
aotion and enjoy 
himself Botham |ust 
had to be an all i oundei 
How else could he keep 
himself involved in the 
game all the time*’ (ret 
involved he does 
bowling with vigour 
batting with impunity 
and oven fielding 
close in 

While there are those 
who feel that Bol ham s 
bowling isn t up to 
much his Tost wu kets 
world record speaks for 
itself After all it was 
the great Dennis lallee s 
record (hat he 
oblitoiated Wonder if 
slighting Botham s 
ac hiovcment does not 
automatically rebound 
on Lallee*^ Touche 
Hia battmg. cat the 


other hand is pure dynamite Solid technique 
combined with awesome strength makes for a 
showpiece* that draws people out of bars and rest 
I ooms If he does shoe k purists with his c heek, it is 
only because of the man s all wnsuming desire to 
enjoy what be is doing 

In short Botham is one ol the very rare breed of 
batsman who awaits ever y dehveiry with the 
intention of scoring runs off it And not with 

keeping his wic ket 
ixitdc t as the prime 
tonsidiialion 

Ills fi< Idmg too has its 
quirks Piefeiimg 
sei ond slip he stands a 
couple of feet ahe<id of 
the other slips Its 
something that makes a 
blistering edge all that 
more diificult because it 
gives him all less tune to 
react But that s Ian 
Botham foi you The 
desiie to magnify the 
brilliant into the 
spectacular is 
all consunung 

It IS dilDcuit to say 
who will be the loser 
Botham for missing out 
on this grand 
cxxrasion or the World 
Cup. for not having this 
man to lift it to even 
greater heights But one 
thing 18 for sure 
Botham will not be 
sitting around and 
wondering il he was 
wrong to stay awa^ He 
will be busy making his 
impiact on Aussie 
cricket and making 
money at the Silk Cut 
all-rounders 
competition at Hong 
Kongt 








SPOTREPogrr 


All-Africa Games 


Egypt’s surfeit of medals 


T he 4th All Africa 
Games which 
concluded in 
Nairobi recently have 
shown that Africa is still 
a force to reckon with. 
Apart from shattering 
many continental 
records in the track and 
field events—which held 
centrestaige—what was 
surprising was the 
emergence of African 
women athletes. Coming 
mainly from Nigeria 
and Kenya, the women 
athletes will give the 
East Bloc countries at 
the Seoul Olympics next 
year a run for their 
money. And their male 
counterparts are not 
lagging far behind 
The usual stories 
surrounding such a big 
event abounded 
Expectations from star 
performers were not left 
wanting either. The 
ingredient of shocks and 
surprises plus the 
unexpected 
performances were all 
there. Egypt reasserted 
its supremacy when it 
topped the chart with an 
amazing tally of 31 gold, 
22 silver and 20 bronze 
medals. Amazing 
because Egypt failed to 
win a single gold out of 
the 51 at stake in 
athletics. Amazing 
indeed! 

Tunisia, helped 
largely with a sweeping 
performance in the 
swimming pool, climbed 
to second position with 
28 gold, 26 silver and 22 
bronze medals. Nigeria, 
finishing on top in 
athletics and top 
spinning in the table 
tennis event, came third 
with 23 gold, 16 silver 


and 21 bronze. Hosts 
Kenya boosted by the 
massive crowd support, 
finished a commendable 
fourth with 22 gold. 25 
silver and 16 bronze. 
Kenya finished second 
in athletics but made 
considerable amends 
when it heaped eight 

The opening ceremony 
with the Mascot for the 
games, *Shahuja’ 
making a round 


gold medals in boxing. 

What was more 
important than the 
quest for gold and 
glitter, was Nairobi's 
organisation of the 
Games. The people 
involved with the show 
wore highly efficient 
and worked precision 
like, which left foreign 
visitors from 
international sports 
bodies highly 
impressed. Juan 



Antonio Samaranch, 
president of 
International Olympic 
Association, was ailso 
present. So were 
officials of the Seoul 
Olympic Organising 
Committee and FIH 
President, Mr Giltch. 
Everyone had a woxxl of 
praise on how Kenya 
organised Africa's 
biggest sporting festival 
in nine years. 

An indication of its 
success came in the 
glittering opening 
ceremony at the brand 
new Moi International 
Sports Centre at 
Kasarani on the 
outskirts of Nairobi. As 
The Times said, “it did 
not have the glamour of 
the Los Angeles 
Olympics opening 
ceremony or the 
precision of the Moscow 
Olympics, but was still 
impressive." Some 3,500 
Kenyan schoolchildren 
participated to make the 
ceremony more 
icolourful. 

After the oath-taking 
ceremony. Kenyan track 
star and current world 
marathon champion, 
John Ngugi entered the 
stadium carrying the 
torch to light the flame 
on a brass pot. The 
opening ceremony with 
a massive security 
backup, was exactly the 
right start Nairobi and 
the Games needed. For 
Kenya the extravaganza 
was like a dream come 
true for they had been 
talking for years. 
Kenya's soccer team 
surprised Tunisia with a 
spectacular l-O victory. 
Only Morocco’s 
non-participation had a 









sour effect. 

Hockey was the event 
which had worried 
everybody as the 
winners at the capital 
will represent Africa at 
the Seoul Olympics. 
However Kenya 
qualified for that 
honour as it won the 
gold on a superior goal 
average aigainst 
Zimbabwe. Egypt, one 
time favourites ended 
their campaign in utter 
humiliation when 
Nigeria outran them to 
earn the bronze. Kenya 
were considerably lucky 
to have their last match 
against Zambia, the 
weakest side. Needing 
eleven goals to clinch 
the gold, Kenya had an 
avalanche of 16 g^oals. 

Still, they could not 
better Zimtobwe's 
record who had whipped 
Zambia 18-0. 

2 Simbabwe’8 all-white 
team’s goal-scoring 
finesse won many 
admirers. Sadly, it 
faltered in the crucial 
matches which gave 
Kenya the chance to 
come back into the 
tournament and win it 
Boxing also sent 
Kenyans into ecstasy. 

The country won an 
incredible eight gold 
medals out of the eleven 
at stake. This 
performance was only 
overshadowed by the 
USA which bagged nine 
boxing medals at the Los 
Angeles Olympics 
Kenya has often been a 
power in African and 
Commonwealth boxing. 
The only African nation 
to have won the 
prestigious King's Cup 
tournament in 

Traditional dancers 
Crom aU parts of Kenya 
added an Afirioan touch 
to the opening ceremony 
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Bangkok, Kenya even 
toppled the 

Commonwealth Games 
boxing tally once The 
stunning performances 
will give them the 
required punch to try 
for an Olympic gold at 
the Seoul Olympics, 
something Kenya has 
been unable to achieve. 

Nigeria swept the 
table tennis event 


The march-past during 
the opening ceremony at 
the Moi International 
Sports Centre 

winning six gold 
medals. They are 
certainly putting in 
more effort to excel in 
the spxirt and their 
pierformance in Nairobi 
proved it. A 17-year-old 
white, Bryon Black, 


from Zimbabwe won a 
tennis double Called the 
‘Boris Becker of Africa’, 
Black has an impressive 
record, entering the 
third and second round 
of the French Open and 
Wimbledon, 
respiectively 
North Africa’s 
domination in 
swimming was 
confirmed when Egypt 
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and Tunisia won aa 
inorsdible 76 medals out 
of the 91 contested. 
Tuxiisla which topped 
this event had a 
wonderglrl. Fatten 
(Hiattas who alone took 
home a total of 12 
medals. Theother 
countries proved to be 
theidso-rans. 

Egypt floored 
everyone else in judo as 
they won 3 gold, 4 silver 
and one bronze. Algeria 
won the handball gold 
while Ivory Coast the 
women’s. Algeria’s 
cyclists were 
unstoppable as they won 
all three events in the 
individual events and 
team trial. Cameroon 
grabbed the grold in the 
volleyball and Egypt in 
women’s. The Egyptian 
wrestlers were supreme 
in their event as they 
finished on top with 
eleven gold medals. 

However, the events 
that generated 
maximum enthusiasm 
were soccer and 
athletics. Kenya's soccer 
team “Harambee Stars" 
romped into the final 
after disposing of 
Malawi in the semis 
Before that Kenya had 
defeated Madagascar 
and held Cameroon, the 
1982 World Cup Soccer 
qualiflers, to a 3-3 draw. 
It was finally during 
extra-time that Egypt, 
who had defeated Kenya 
twice before the Games 
began, got the all 
important goal and the 
title that they always 
clamoured for. 

As the athletics 
triggered off, it was 
clear that It would be a 
two horse race between 
Kenya and Nigeria. 
Nigeria swept the sprint 
events, while Kenya 
went for anything that 
was above 800m. Chidhi 
Imoh ot Nigeria 
surprised everyone and 





















perhaps even himself 
when the scoreboard 
read his timing of the 
lOOm at 9 92 seconds in 
the semi-finals. For the 
world record stood at 
9 93 made by Calvin 
Smith m 1983 lia ter. 
,Imoh's run was termed 
as "wi nd-assisted" and 
not as a world record 
Innocent Rgbunike 
strode to an easy win m 
the 4CX)m. Nigerian 
Mary Onaly caused a 
sensation in the 
women’s lOOm. The star 
as far as women events 
were concerned was 
Maria Usifo who won 
three medals in 100m 
hurdles. 400m hurdles 
and the 4 x 40Om relay. 
Kenya's Selina Chirchir 
won two gold medals. 
Kenya won the 10.000 
(Paul Kipkoech) 5.000m 
(John Ngugi), 800m 
(Billy Konc^ellah. who 
won an Olympic gold 


Nigeria and Kenya, two 
of Africa’s top boxing 
nations punch it out 

medal). Julius Korrir did 
not run in the 
steeplechase but his 
countryman Partick 
Sang won easily Kenya 
which had always won 
the steeplechase gold 
since 1968 till 1984 
(apart from the 1976 
and 1980 Olympics 
which it boycotted), has 
a chance of an Olympic 
medal at Seoul. But 
Sang who is just 24 will 
face a stiff challenge 
from Korrir. Nigeria 
won the relay events 
which in the end saw 
them finish on top of the 
athletics podium. 
Ethiopia won its 
speciality, the 
marathon, winning all 
the three medals 
Television coverage of 
the Games could match 


any international 
sporting event with the 
Voice of Kenya getting 
spiecial equipment for 
the Games. Kenyan 
President Daniel Arap 
Moi was so pleased with 
the Games that he 
waived the Airport Tax 
of ten US dollars for the 
participants. At every 
venue, he was present to 
cheer his country who 
did not let him down. 

Egypt will host the 
next All Africa Games in 
Cairo—hopefully in 
1991. A warning of 
sorts; African 
sportsmen have landed 
on the international 
sporting arena alter a 
gap of many years. 
Whether it takes off in 
athletics or boxing, it 
will be revealed in time 
or perhaps at the Seoul 
Olympics, 

Story MO irictufw* by NNwt 
Bhuslum In NairoW 
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LONDON NEWSLETTBR 


(kmstant Trouble 



P AKISTAN’S 

cricketers are fast 
becoming to 
sporting 

diplomacy what Adolf 
Hitler was to world 
peace. 

They deservedly 
clinched the Test series 
in England and were 
only denied an emphatic 
2-0 margin by a 
stubborn 

backs-to-the-wall stand 
between Mike Qatting 
and a strangely subdued 
Ian Botham on the final 
day of the Oval Test. 

But, not for the first 
time this summer, their 
cricketing superiority 
was clouds by 
acrimony and sheer 
petulance. Before the 
Test had even started, 
tour manager Hasib 
Ahsan had lodged his 
team’s third objection of 
the season to the 
appointment of David 
Constant as one of the 
umpires. 

His personal vendetta 
against Constant dates 
back to 1974, when 
Pakistan were forced to 
bat on a damp wicket at 
Lord’s after ram seeped 
through the covers. 
Constant was one of the 
umpires who passed the 
wicket as playable and 
Derek Underwood took 
6-51, rattled through 
the Pakistan batting, 
and the tourists came 
within a whisker of 
defeat—in fact, they 
were only saved by rain. 

In the latest series, 
Hasib was up In arms 
when Constant turned 
down a particularly 
strained and vehement 
Ibw appeal by Waslm 
Akram against Qatting, 
again at Lord’s. The ball 


Umpire David Constant 
and Abdul Qadir diaoun 
strategy. One of the rare 
moments of camaraderie 


pitched outside leg 
stumps as TV cameras 
subsequently proved, 
and Constant’s decision 
was entirely vindicated. 
Hasib, though, chose to 
brand Constant a 
“Cheat.” 

In the Oval Test, with 
Pakistan desperately 
trying to force a 
breakthrough on the 
final day to break the 
Gatting-Botbam 
resistance, the whole 
team went up in another 
vociferous appeal for a 
bat-pad catch by 
Mudassar which would 
have removed the 
England captain. 

Constant said “Not 
out” and “Over” and 
walked towards square 
leg, with half the 
Pakistan side in bot 
pursuit. 

’They did not, it 
transpired, disagree 
with Constant’s decision 
on this 

occasion—which, in 
Itself, makes a pleasant 
change—but skipper 
Imran Khan said it was 
the manner in which he 
said “not out” and 
turned his backs on the 
Pakistanis to walk to 
square leg that offended 
tlmm. 

Imran claimed 
Constant’s behaviour 
was “provocative.” In the 
end, the tourists were so 
hellbent on their 
vitriolic persecution of 
arguably England’s 
finest and most 
impartial umpire, that 
Constant had to ask 
Pakistan to “get on with 
the game.” Their 
histrionics were akin to 
apack of rabid dogs on 
the scent of a kill and a 
complete travesty of the 
spirit in which cricket is 
meant to be played. 

Hasib's charming 
little postscript to one of 
the most unharmonious 
Test series mnoe the 
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bcxlyline controversy of 
the 1 930 b was the 
preposterous claim that 
events at The Oval had 
“proved Constant is a 
disgraceful person ” His 
is the diplomacy of the 
sledgehammer. When a 
whisper is required, he 
uses a foghorn. When he 
is required to tiptoe 
through a diplomatic 
minefield, he rides 
roughshod through it 
on an elephant. 

His dislike of Englisn 
umpires in g^eneral dates 
back to 1962, when he 
was pulled up for 
“chucking” by Charlie 
Elliott. Unless he is 
prepared to retract some 
of his more outrageous 
comments about 
English umpires—and 
Constant in 
particular—over the 
past four months, Hasib 
is in danger of doing 
Pakistani cricket a big 
dimervioe. His country 
may never be onbred 


Saleem Yousufs (keeping 
wickets above) appealing, 
and that of the Pakistan 
team in generai, was a 
constant source of 
annoyance to those in the 
Engiand camp 


another five-Test series 
m England again—and 
he’ll be lucky to be 
granted a visa next time 
his team is in town. 

Constant, for one, 
.must be glad to see the 
back of this summer’s 
Test series—and of the 
Pakistan manager. But 
the sour taste it has left 
in the mouth will linger 
as long as a swing of 
revolting dentist’s 
mouthwash. 

For the record, anyone 
masochistic enough to 
watch TV replays of all 
25 days’ play in the 
series will find the rub of 


the green went against 
England in umpiring 
decisions. 

• In the First Test at Old 
Trafford, the Pakistanis 
were allowed to get away 
with disgraceful 
time-wasting which 
resulted in an over-rate 
of 11 per hour at one 
stage. 

• At Ixjrd’s, apart from 
the Getting Ibw 
controversy, England 
opener Tim Robinson 
was given out caught 
behind to a ball which 
patently came off his 
thigh pad. 

• At Headingley, where 


England were 
thoraughly outplayed, 
Chris Broad was 
unlucky to be sent back 
to the pavilion when he 
gloved a ball to Pakistan 
keeper Saleem 
Yousuf—although his 
hand was off the bat 
handle. That was the 
infamous Test in which 
Saleem tried to claim a 
catch he had blatantly 
spilled. His appealing, 
and that of the Pakistan 
team in general, was a 
constant source of 
annoyance to those in 
the England camp. 

• And at Edgbaston, 
Botham was twice 
unfortunate not to add 
to his world record 373 
wickets in Tests when 
the batsmen offered no 
stroke to his big 
inswinger, the villain of 
the piece on that 
occasion, from an 
English point of view, 
was Alan Whitehead. 

All of these setbacks 






were played down 
diplomatically by the 
England management; 
we must be eternally 
grateful the decisions 
did not go against the 
toxiringside. 

The worrying aspect 
of Hasib’s bickering is 
that England play 
another Test series 
against Pakistan 
immediately after the 
World Cup this autumn. 
Some of the officiating 
in past series in 
Pakistan has been, to 
say the least, a trifle 
dubious. In that context, 
England may be well 
advised to take a crash 
course in peace talks at 
the United Nations if 
their winter tour is not 
to degenerate into an 
Tinbridled slanging 
match with their hosts. 

FOOTBALL is back—but 
the big kick-off to the 
League’s centenary 
season has already 
turned the sport’s 
ton-up celebrations into 
a bitter-sweet affair. 

First the Football 
League’s sponsors, the 
Today newspaper, 
pulled out of their deal 
with the game’s top 
brass, which involved £4 
million being pumped 
into the sport over three 
years, with only a third 
of the contract 
honoixred. 

“Hardly the start we 
were looking for in our 
centenary year,” 
moaned Football League 
secretary Graham Kelly, 
uttering threats of legal 
action and High Court 
writs against the 
retreating pubhcation. 

“We weren’t given the 
exposure we were 
promised,’’ retorted 
News international, 
owners of Today, who 
dived headlong into the 
sponsorship waters 
under their previous 



owners blithely 
optimistic that rival 
publications would use 
their name in 
acknowledgrement of 
their good turn for 
football. Some chance. 

Then the Football 
League's big party—a 
showpiece at Wembley 
involving an invited 
Rest of the World 
team—passed off with 
not so much a bang as a 
whimper. The 61,000 
crowd and billions of TV 
viewers around the 
world saw row upon row 
of empty seats, a 
meaningless, lukewarm 
curtain-raiser to the new 
season—and Diego 
Armando Maradona, 
Argentina’s World Cup 
handball expert, given 
the bird by an 
unforgiving audience 
who haven’t forgotten 
his ham-fisted goal 
against England in 
Mexico last year. 


For SI .000 a minute. 
Maradona’s 
performance was 
certainly pedestrian 


Maradona earned the 
princely little sum of 
£90,000 for his 
pedestrian 

performance—or £ 1,000 
a minute—and was 
heartily booed by 
cvistomers who had paid 
£6 to stand and watch 
him effect one of the 
greatest of all modern 
soccer “stingrs.” 

Barclays Bank then 
stepped in to lift the 
gloom temporarily by 
pledging £4.5 million in 
sponsorship of the 
League as a rapid 
replacement for Today. 

But canny BB 
chairmam John Quinton 
inserted a sinister clause 
in the contract to the 
effect that his bank 
would make their 


cheque boonoe if 
hooliganism rearsd Its 
hsadagrain. 

And, by the openixig 
day of the League 
sea s on, his words dt 
warning had obvkmely 
not reached 
Wolvmrhampton. 
Descending on the. 
unsuspecting seaside 
town of Scarboxough, 
where the local team was 
making its debut in 
IMvision Four after 
promotion from 
non-League obscurity. 
Wolves fans promptly 
wrecked it. 

Thousands of pounds 
worth of damage was 
caused to Scarborough’s 
tiny Athletic Ground, 
police were pelted with 
missiles, one fan fell 
through the roof of a 
stand and needed the 
kiss of life after 
pliinging 30 feet onto 
the terracing below, and 
there were fights on the 
terraces. 

The ink on Mr 
Quinton’s cheque was 
barely dry before 
society’s imdesirables 
managed to stain it with 
blood. 

And, as another 
funeral postscript, an 
independent survey 
found 80 of the 98 
League clubs in England 
were technically 
insolvent; Mr Quinton is 
faced with the prospect 
of club chairmen 
queueing up at his door 
to ask for a loan. 

Yes. football is back: 
but its looth birthday 
has been far from happy 
so far and the shadow of 
crowd trouble has 
already eclipsed the 
celebratioDs. Soccer is 
under banker’s orders to 
behave—and ttmre’s 
much more than 
Barclays’ benevolanoe to 
lose if it doesn’t. 
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tS^of <i^ «nd wtthiii a 
SBfW diQm yott*tt start 
wraamiQjBffor 
■dmetldQgetoe Apart 
firaia ttut it also tutfins 
Uta body if you don’t 
giva it a varisty of 
tiutritioa 

Going on a diat is fine 
But you have to be 
careful to inoludeall the 
essential types of food in 
your daily intalte 
Eliminate tmything and 
the dangers you’re 
exposing yourself to fbr 
outweighs the benefits 
you might gain by just 
emphasising one type of 
food 

Any diet that {eaves 
out some typeof food 
should be avoided like 
theidague Ifyou 
suddenly find that your 
cholesterol count is 
abnontially hig^, and 
you've been eating SIX 
eggsadsy, theoi you 
better get started on 
doing sconathing about 
the ntmdter of eggs you 
set But there’s no real 
aeed to out down on 
eggs totally Eggs, and 
t^irobolastmol. are 
good tOr the body, but in 
moderate doses Hien 
dgsin.ytmhaveto 
iMdsacsoCf your intake 
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You are what you 

eat.^r are you? 


recommend thmge like 
grapes only or pears and 
oottage cheese (xily 
which can be diaaatrous 
Ifyou stiidi: with them 
fortoolcmg They might 
do you some good ifyou 
subject yourself to it for 
Justashort stint, but 
then again it depimds on 
how your metabolism 
reacts to it 

Basically what has to 
be understood is that too 
much of anything is 
what m bed Even salad 
Keep yourself on salads 
for too long and you’ll 
end up a Sick person On 
the o^er hand, keep 
yourself only on cakes 
and you’ll strike out 
again You have to eat a 
wide variety of food to 
give your body the 
required nutrition That 
means you’ve got to eat 
salad as well as oidce 
But in the correct 
quantities, that’s all' 

’Zhe Ideal thing would 


be to eat ediatever you 
love to eat Butin 
modercdion Ifyou love 
bacon, eat it once a 
week In fact, regardlees 
of how atnct a diet you 
arson, it would be a 
good idea to treat 
yourscdf to whatever you 
love most once a week 
That’ll make you stick to 
your diet longer 
Nowadays, there are 
restaurants that offer a 
low»oalone meal as part 
of their menu But the 
meal itself is based on 
good nutrition Offering 
a wide range of food like 
a piece of meat, cottage 
cheese, lettuce and fruit, 
the meal is nutritious 
because of the variety 
The quantity and 
quality don’t matter 
when the varied 
ensures that your body 
IS getting all the 
different types of 
nutritumal elements 
By this variety of 
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Protien can be formed 
from carbohydrates and 
fat; fat can be formed from 
carbohydrates and 
protlan;and 
carbohydrates can be 
formed from protSon and 
fat.mm.Thatsmashes the 
belief of you being what 
yeuaat Your body magic 
is enough to nmke you 
mere than what you aat 
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owkm^yd^iwtei» trtiite 

sugar iiid whiteflour. 




ttujbitlouftm tethw of 
the usbAU food 
substanossthey contam. 
Quickly oonMdsd Into 
fot if taken in excess of 
ttiemergy you use, 
thessr^insd 
oaTh^ydratos are the 
cause ctf oholBSterol in 
the btood vesB^ of 
inactive people The 
common reastm for their 
being attributed to an 
ovmdose of sugar in the 
distand not fiat, as you 
are likely to beUeve 
A general 

miaconoepttoa i* that 
the tlasue in the body Is 
the result of the type of 
nutnsnts jrhi sat 
Athletes used to 
ov«doad their diets with 
meat in the hope that 
they would put mat mors 
musole Unfbrtunatoly, 
that’s not exactly true 
uniat is even more 
unfOrtxmate IS that there 
are people who stiU 
thnik this is true Afisw 
educated people know It 
isn’t, and you're one 
among that few 
Ibotlen can be formed 
from carbohydrates am! 
fat. fto can bs formed 
from carbohydrates and 
piotieniand 
carbohydrates can be 
fiormsd from protiSh and 
toL Beef is stmight 
pjhtien. OonsidwiAg tlm 
grass estlhg bSbite of 
tfas atoer. that’s strange 


carlmhydrate So when 


-mmww 

eatlhg is prTff' i s ed 
jpitMa That smashes ths 
bSlisf of you bchog what 
yoUaat Yourbody 
If to 

mstlmyon tnoht t^nui 
whatymisat 















The Alex Ferguson Column 


I T is never easy for a 
newly-promoted team 
to settle down In the 
First Division. But 1 
certainly don't think 
Derby County will 
strugifle, if only because 
they have Peter Shilton. 

He is now 37, and 
Derby’s decision to sign 
him during the 
close-season, reportedly 
on a three-year contract 
worth almost £1 m to 
him, was inevitably 
greeted vdth a certain 
amoiint of incredulity. 
But it should be 
remembered that 
goalkeepers can stay at 
the top much longer 
than outfield 
players—as shown by 
Dino Zoff. when he 
played for Italy in the 
World Cup at the age of 
40—and Shilton is the 
type of person who is 
liable to emphasis the 
point more forcibly than 
anyone. 

Shilton, who is poised 
to break Terry Paine’s 
record of 824 Football 
League appearances this 
season (he brought his 
total to 787 last 
Saturday), recently went 
on record as saying that 
he aims to keep playing 
at this level until he is 
SO. 

While that might seem 
an impossible dream,. 
who would bet againsl 
him fulfilling it? Shilton 
has outstanding 
all-round technical 
ability. But what makes 
him extra special is his 
dedication and 
enthusiasm. 

To a lot of outsiders, 
professional footballers 
are a pampered, 
overpaid lot. But there is 


a lot more to the game 
than just going out and 
performing on a 
Saturday afternoon, and 
to a great extent, the job 
is not as glamorous or 
easy as some might 
think In this respect. 


footballers are no 
different to people in 
otherjobs or 
professions—the longer 
they are in it, the more 
difficult it becomes to 
motivate themselves. 

Shilton, though, still 


puts as much into the 
game as he did when he 
first appeared in 
Division One at 17, with 
Leicester City. 

1 also admire him 
because of his defence, 
which explains why I 



Peter 
Sldlton: 
Still Good 
At 37 
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fool he wiU prove a 
tramtmdous atgxilng for 
Oerhy 

Siiltoo has kmg been 
a believer in the bank 
fbur nten not gettmgr too 
oloee to their 
goalkeeper He likes to 
push his defenders out, 
thus making it difficult 
for the opposition to get 
the ball in behind them 
without being caught 
offeide It’s difficult to 
get defenders to perform 


in that manner, for the 
siniple reason that in 
movmg away from the 
goal, they are going 
against their basic 
ins^ncta 

It says much for 
Shilton's strong 
personality, and the 
respect he commands 
among his team-mates, 
that he has been able to 
doit 

Ooalkeeping has been 



uppermost m my mind 
in recent weeks because, 
of course. I have been 
trying to sign a keeper 
for Manchester Umted 
With Gary Bailey 
having been forced to 
retire because of injury, 
the number of first-team 
contenders has been 
reduced to Chns Turner 
and the inexperienced 
Gary Walsh 
Chris 18 a good 
'keeper, who sets a 
marvellous example m 
trainmg I must admit, 
though, that I have 
always had a personal 
preference for tall 
'keepers I know they 
don’t necessarily need to 
be like giants, but for 
some strange reason, 
his build-5ft lOVlsm, 

11st 11 Ib-has bothered 
me a little, even on the 
numerous occasions 
when ho has done 
nothing on the field to 
provoke that concern' 
Gary Walsh, who 
played in our 2-2 draw 
at Southampton on the 
opening day of the 
season, looks an 
excellent prospect He 
has done well on the 
occasions he has been in 
the team, but he is still 
only 10 and inevitably 
has a lot to learn The 
goalkeeping position is 
the most vulnerable in 
football and one has to 
be very careful about 
exposing a young, 
mexpenenced 'keeper to 
that pressure 
A lot of people are 
surprised that I have 


While Derby surprised 
many hy paying ei 
million for a 87 year old 
keepMT, orltios should 
remember that Peter 
Shilton, arguably the 
best in the world, 
oontinnes to get better 
with age. Bwn e mber 
DtnoZkMEfatdO? 


been looking outside 
Britain—to men like 
Russia's Renat Oasaev 
and Belgium's 
Jean-Mme Pfaff or a 
replacement for Gary, 
considering that the 
overall standard of 
British Iceepmg is 
regarded as the best in 
the world 

Continental 'keepers 
have long had a 
reputation for being a 
bit "flash” and 
imrebable, but I think 
that image is wrong 
now It’s the same with 
that old saying about 
Continental players not 
being able to head a ball 
properly 

Dasaev (who I am told 
trains six hours a day), 
Pfaff and Zoff are by no 
means the only 
Continental ‘keeper who 
have matchtxl the ability 
of their British 
ooimterparts m recent 
jmars Others who come 
readily to mmd are West 
Germany's Harald 
Schumacher and Spam's 
Luis Arconada 

My own attitude to 
Continental ‘keepers 
changed when I was at 
Aberdeen, and signed a 
Belgian 'keeper by the 
name of Mark de Clerck 
from the Dutch club 
Twente Enschede Mark, 
who had been Twente’a 
thurd-choice ‘keeper, 
didn’t become a 
first-team regruhur at 
Pittodnebut 
neverthleless he played 
a big part In the 
development of Bryan 
Gunn (now Norwich) 
and Jim Leighton 
through his influence 
on the training field 

His attitude was 
magnifioent^ -he was 
one of the best pros I 
ever worked with 
Today, if I want advice 
about a Continental 
player, he is eunong the 
first people I teleidume 
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CALCUTTA SOCCER 


Rain and Thunder 

While the raingods conspired to plunge the city in a 
deluge, football witnessed some spirited action from 
the famous Big Three. Santosh Ghosh captures the 

mood of the Maidan 
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(OockwlM from Mt) Majid Bashkar, yaaterday’a 
hero, raiaea freah hopaa of hia long-awaltad 
oomebaok to form, playing for Mohammedan 
Sporting; Chaema Oki^a oontlnuaa hla goal aooring 
aprea bidding for the top aaorar’a honour: aotion 
from the Mohun Bagan—Bata match momante 
before itaabandonament due to a heavy doampour; 
Mohammedan Sporting launch an attack on Bata; 
BUcaah Panji scoraa in Eaat Bengal'a 5H) rout of 
Kalighat 
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ANTISEPTIC CREAM 

Yes. non-sUcky BOROTONE's smooth, 
smooth touch heals cuts & abiaslons. 
removes spots and specks and 
restores the skin back to Its natural 
softness and lustre. 
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Hulti-Trainer For BAT 

W HEN BAT was inaug^urated in 
May 1985. Vyay Amritraj 
said that everything would be 
done to see that the latest 
equipment and electronic gadgets 
were acquired for use in the 
programme. In the first two 
years, many such instruments 
have been acquired and last year a 
“BAT Club House” was built 
adjacent to the courts. In this 
building the boys could do warm 
up exercises, have a shower and 
relax before or after their 
grucdling schedule. 

Recently BAT added a very 
important facility for the 
programme. The installation of 
the Hercules Multi-Trainer is 
something that should benefit the 
boys to a great degree The multi 
purpose exercise machine which 
has nine stations has provision for 
all kinds of exercises, like 
bending, stretching, weight 
pulling and other exercises using 
both arms and legs Several 
trainees can use the machine 
simultaneously. This “Multi Gym” 
will undoubtedly give a greater 
thioist to the training programme 
of the BAT boys. 

Mr E.T.Grimsted,chief executive 
officer. Britannia Industries 
formally put the machine into 
operation by cutting the ribbon. 

The multi trainer has been 
brought for Rs 18,000 from a 
portion of the prize money won by 
the trainees in various 
tournaments at home and abroad. 

The gesture illustrates to what 
extent the boys feel about the 
scheme, of which they are all an 
integral part. The fact that they 
were one big happy family under 
Mrs Amritraj was brought home 
by Rohit Rajpal, who replied on 
behalf of the trainees at the 
inaugural function. 
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A NUMBER of renowned soccer 
players from Calcutta who later 
took up coaching assignments in 
first division clubs have obtained 
certificate of merit after going 
through a short-term football 
training course conducted by the 
Htennef School of Sports in the 
Federal Republic of Germany 
Among them are B. Debnath, 
Santo Mitra, Anin Ghosh, Jahar 
Das {uid Syed Nayemmudin. At 
the moment Nayeem seems to be 
doing justice to the stint in the 
FRG by being the coach of 
Mohammedan Sporting. 
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Nirmal Roy will soon join the 
merit list. He has been invited to 
undergo a coach’s training 
programme for a period of five 
weeks at Hennef which is a 
famous institution for tr aining 
men and women whose earnest 
desire is to take up a career as a 
coach in the various discipline. 
And this school has been serving 
many developing countrie under 
the Federal’s Sports Development 
Programme. Nirmal Roy was 
invited by this programme. It is 
hoped that the training at Heimef 
will further his ambition and 
serve the game better. 

The incumbent may not be a 
familiar name among the soccer 
fraternity. But he is definitely a 
familiar figure with the 
Meghalaya State players. He 
coached the squad for the last two 
years for the Santosh Trophy. He 











was West Bengal junior team's 
coach in 1986. Earller^n 1982, the 
NIS diploma holder was asked to 
coach the Orissa Junior and 
sub-Junior players. Many who 
trained under him benefited 
immensely. 

An employee of the Eastern 
Railway he is presently the chief 
ooach of Behala Youth, a side 
known for its fighting spirit. In 
1984 he trained George Telegraph 
who finished runners-up in the 
Sanjay Gandhi Gold Cup at Patna. 
For Roy, perhaps the best thing , 
has happened to him. We wish 
him success. 


BANGALORE 

Taking Chances 

fllHE 3rd National Sub-Junior 
JL Hockey Championships was 
held from 8 to 19 August, 
organised by Clarion Advertising 
Services Ltd. and sponsored by 
Nutrine. Being a sub-junior 
tournament there was age 
restriction, and 34 players were 
found over the stipulated age and 
were promptly disqualified. Just 
three states—Karnataka, Orissa 
and West Bengal came through 
with a clean slate from the medical 
test. 

This does not apeak well for the 
participating States who took a 
chance with their over aged boys: 
This “taking a chance" attitude is 
not right, especially in the held of 
sport. Fielding a team of over aged 
players has now become a bad 
habit with states. And these are 
the years when willing sponsors 
are being lured to patronise the 
Junior and sub-Junior national 
championships. If these 
championships are going to be big 
flops mainly because of the 
dangerous attitude of the 
participating States towards the 
age restriction, the sponsors 
might even change their minds 
and start investing their 
man-power and money-power on 
worthier causes. 

To prevent the embarrassment 
BufSered by the organisers and the 
sponsors &e federation should 
draw stricter rules to eliminate 



Proud momenti The Karnataka 
team holding up the Nutrine 3rd 

Sub-Junior National Hookey 
Trophy after they defeated Bihar 
in the final 

this eye-sore. 

The final was played under a 
constant drizzle. The Bihar team 
were not allowed to move around 
in the style they had shown 
during the early stages of the 
tournament. Karnataka 
dominated the proceedings and 
went on to win 3-1 at the Sullivan 
Police Ground. 

Although it stopped drizzling 
all hopes of witnessing an 
absorbing battle vanished and the 
game was reduced to a labourious 


midfield struggle. 

In the second half there was 
hardly anything to talk about. 
Both teams did well only in 
patches, weak attempts were 
made inside the circle. 

Bihar managed to take the 
proceedings to extra time during 
which Karnataka struck twice to 
emerge the winners. The teams 
were locked at 1-1 at regulation 
time. 

The proceedings were marred 
by an objection raised by the Bihar 
team manager, Mr M. Hussain. He 
said the second goal scored by 
Karnataka was after the 
stipulated time. But he did not file 
a written protest. 
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News IMMCTURES 





Right; Nelson Piquet 
holds up the trophy he 
WEB awarded in 
Budapest Hungary after 
he won the Formula One 
Orand Prix on the 
Hiingaroring Racing 
Circuit 


Below: Action from the 
exhibition American 
football match at 
Wembley, London 
between the Denver 
Broncos and the Loa 
Angeles Rams. The 
match proved quite 
popular in the land of 
soccer and cricket 


All Photographs: AP 
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OUMY 


IQ AaiBIIThe rocky 
Jiv road back to 
stardom trips up John 
McEnroe yet again as he 
loses in the opening 
round of the Association 
of Tennis Professionals 
championships at 
Mason to Paul Annacone 
while another seed. 
Henri Leconte, goes 
down to Jonathan 
Canter in another 
opening round 
encounter. 


0|| MfWtGmham 

6U Gooch reserves a 
place in the World Cup 
squad with a fluent 
century on the opening 
day of the MCC 
Bicentenary Test at 
Lord’s, Batting first, the 
MCC XI score 280 for 
four against the Best of 
the World XI attack. 

India’s hopes at the 
Association of Tennis 
Professionals 
championships are 
extinguished as Ramesh 
Krlshnan and Vijay 
Amntraj crash out to 
Tarik Benhabiles and 
Anders Jarryd 
respectively. Krishnan 
loses 6-7, 6-7 while 
Amritraj is good for one 
set in his losing 
three-setter. 


0| MflSt Sunil 
mJI Gavaskar is 
unbeaten on 80 as the 
Rest of the World XI 
total 169 for three in 
reply to MCC’s first 
innings toted of 455 for 
five declared. At draw of 
stumps on the second 
day of the Bicentenary 
Test. 


op MM Carl Lewis 
MM readies himself 
for his Rome World 
Championships of 
Athletics campaign with 
an impressive 20.09 
second win in the 200 
metres at the West 


Berlin Athletics Grand 
Ptix meet. 

Sunil Gavaskar is a 
happy man as he scores 
his much-awaited 
century at Lord’s and 
takes the Rest of the 
World XI to 421 for 
seven declared. 

Gavaskar is eventually 
caught and bowled by 
fellow-countryman Ravi 
Shastri for 188. 

pO JUmslThe 

mO Canadian Open 
women’s tennis 
tournament at Toronto 
sees Pam Shriver in fine 
fettle as she romps past 
Chris Evert 6-4, 6-1 in 
the semi final In the 
other semi final, Zina 
Garrison also cruises 
past Bettina Bunge 8-2, 
6-3. 

P^ August Ruxis keep 
Mn* flowing at the 
MCC Bicentenary Test as 
Gordon Greenidge gets 
into the century-scoring 
act during the MCC XI’s 
second innings knock of 
318 for six declared. 
Faced with the prospect 
of making 353 for 
victory, the Rest of the 
World XI start 
disastrously, losing 
flrst-innings centurion 
Gavaskar for nought. 

Stefan Edberg plays 
immaculate tennis to 
demolish Boris Becker’s 
power game and win the 
$375,000 Association of 
Tennis Professionals 
tournament at Mason 


pc AHMt Rain takes 
MV centrestage on the 
lastday of the 
Bicentenary Test as no 
play is possible. The 
individual prizes go to 
Sunil Gavaskar for 
batting, Malcolm 
Marshall for bowling 
and Clive Rice for 
fielding. 





ALLiMTHeeukmi 


Fast Ducks 

No bets yet 

T rust the Americana 
to come up with 
something different. At 
a time when the world 
has BO many different 
types of racing, they 
have gone one further 
and started a new kind. 
Duck racing. 

When the gates 
opened at the course at 
Schuylerville, New 
York, to the strains of an 
Elvis song, ten feathered 
racing thoroughbreds 
waddled oiT down a 
1 lO-foot stretch of 
water. Using their 
webbed feet to full effect, 
these racing ducks 
sprinted towards the 
finish line The duck 
feed awaiting them at 
the line being ample 
reward for their 
competing efforts 
Started under the 
watchful eye of the Duck 
Downs Racing 
Association, this form of 
racing is still dependant 
on the prize 
money—ranging from 
$25 to $5,000—as cash 
betting on the races is 
not allowed 
But that doesn’t stop 
the ducks from giving it 
their best. Showing 



their preference in 
starting methods quite 
clearly—they didn’t 
respond to an alarm but 
set off quite willingly 
when an Elvis Presley 
song was played—its 
Wingo Star just ahead of 
Duck Wheat... 


Lift, Clean 
and Place 

If you can find it 

fliHE Western Open 
Jl Golf championship 
was pushed off schedule 
when torrential ram had 
the entire golf course at 



Salt Creek inundated by 
flesh floods In his quest 
to get things moving, 
tournament director 
Peter DeYoung wove the 
‘lift, clean and place' rule 
into the 

tournament thereby 
allowing the golfers to 
pick up their balls, clean 
of whatever mud or 
grass IS on the ball, then 
place It back on the same 
spot. 

Looks like DeYoung’s 
middle name is 
optimism. Because as 
per the latest reports, 
the flood waters are still 
swirling around the 
course Even lifting, 
cleaning and placing is 
going to be quite a 
hazard You’d have to 
find the ball first 

Kicking Off 

For 18 months 

S CXICER all over the 
world has gamed 
quite an unsavoury 
reputation as the 
hooligans sport. It 
happens all over, the 
worst being in England 
and India. 

It was almost as if to 
prove this wrong that a 
former British cycle 


speedway champion 
took it upon himself to 
punish an erring 
referee. Taking strong 
exception to a decision 
by this particular 
referee, the former 
champ stomped into the 
changing rooms when 
he saw the object of his 
wrath standing in front 
of him. Anger prevaling 
over better sense, he was 
about to land a kick 
when the vic'e-chairman 
of the Cycle Speedway 
Council intervened. But 
that didn’t stop the 
piqued man He just 
continued his swing and 
landed it on the 
vice-chairman instead 
The net result... .a life 
ban But last we heard. 
It's been whittled down 
to 18 months. 

A Touch Of 


In nothing else but 
gold 

A nd to end on an 
admiring note, the 
Pan-Am Games saw that 
beautiful diver Greg 
Louganis win two more 
gold medals with his 
customary elan 
But it was in what he 
did with one of his 
medals that the man 
really shone As 
reported in Newsweek, 
'Standing on the awards 
platform, Louganis 
beckoned to 15-year-old 
Ryan White sitting in 
the stands with his 
mother The two walked 
over to the platform, and 
Louganis gave Mrs 
White his bouquet of 
flowers. Then he took 
the gold medal fi-om 
around his neck and 
presented it to Ryan, 
who had AIDS’ 

Just another glimpse 
of the sheer class that 
envelops this great 
athlete. 
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CROSSWORD/QUIZ 


Crossword 380 



ACROSS 

I. Biblical pi-ophet for a female 
Indian sprinter (7) 

4. Six-a-side team pame played 
with a stick and a rubber puck 
( 1 . 6 ) 

8. Minister of Youth Affairs (4) 

9. Sports shoe returns (4) 

10. A tennis umpire usually 
takes the? (5) 

II. Perhaps India’s best short leg 
fielder, referred to affec¬ 
tionately as? (4) 

12. India’s piemier body of sports 
scribes (1. 1,1.1) 

13. The first woman holder of the 
World Ski Cup in 1967 has 
directions at ends (1.6) 

15. Possibly the greatest athlete 
of the first half of this cen¬ 
tury comprises a circle (6,1) 

DOWN 

1. The Greatest (3) 

2 England's former chairman of 
selectors (3) 

3. South African golfer who was 
the third to win all four classic 
professional golf cham¬ 
pionships (6, 1) 

5 Sport which is basically of two 
types-’across the flat’ or ‘over 
the sticks’(1,6) 

6 Australian tennis player of 
the Sixties ends in an heir (7) 

7 The oldest hockey trophy com¬ 
peted for by countries t Austra¬ 
lia and New Zealand) has a 
maternal start (7) 

13. Court divider (3) 

14. Boxers Frazier and Louis 
have this in common, ascend¬ 
ing (3) 

Excellent: 17-1S, Good: 14-12, Fair: 
11-9. 


QUESTIONS 

1. In football, is 'dangerous play’ a 
penal foul? 

2. With what sport IS the term 
‘snakes' connected? 

3. In boxing who is a "southpaw”? 

4. Who is the last English-born 
player to win the men's singles 
title in world table tennis? 

5. Which twin sisters have twice 
won the world TT doubles titles'^ 

6. What is the maximum possible 
total (of points) in figure skating? 

7. What are the front and rear riders 
in tandem racing called? 

8. For which sport are honeycomb 
sandwich skis used? 

9. Who was the youngest-ever table 
-tennis player to win national 
titles? 

10. What is the ongin of the word 
'yacht'? 

ANSWERS 

1. No. It IS a technical foul 

2. Skateboarding 

3 A boxer who leads with his right 
instead of with the more orthodox 
left lead 

4 Johnny Leach (1951) 

5. Diane Rowe and Rosalind Rowe 
(England) in 1951,1954. 

6. 240, 

7 The helmsman and stoker 

8. Water skiing 

9. Joy Foster of Jamaica. In 1958, 
when she was only eight years 
old. she was singles and mixed 
doubles champion. 

10. A Dutch word which, translated, 
means: to chase or to hunt 


SOLUTION 380 



QUESTIONS 

What are the following? 

1. 'Mosquito' 

2. Racing White 

3. Kendo 

4. Chicane 

5. Goofy-foot 

6. Shoulder lock 

. 7. Non-skating foot 

8. Torpedo throw’ 

9. Abseil 

10. Henley Royal Regatta 

ANSWERS 

1. A type of Formula One glider. 

2. An Association Football Club in 
Belgium. 

3 One of the martial arts—a 
development of the ancient 
Japanese Samurai sword 
fighting. However, nowadays the 
contestants fight with bamboo 
swords. 

4 Artificial barrier or obstacle on 
motor race course. 

5. A term used in surfing to denote a 
surfer who prefers to ride with his 
right foot fonward 

6. A hold in judo 

7 In figure skating when the skater 
performs figures (on ice) 
one-foot, the other foot is called 
non-skating foot 

8. An exciting long-distance 
pass—mostly practised by U.S. 
players—in rugby. 

9 ‘ Descent of steep rock-face by 
using doubled rope fixed at 
higher point’. 

10 The oldest rowing regatta in 
Europe and the most famous in 
the world, inaugurated in 1839 at 
Henley-on-Thames. 
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Bill Beaumont, Bobby Charlton, Denis Compton, Henry Cooper, David Hemery 


A t teatijne on a dark 
afternoon within 
the bowl of Wembley 
Stadium the inevitable 
had happened and 25 
November 1953 had 
become as grey as the 
afternoon sky as far as 
British sport was 
concern^. To those who 
had seen the shadows of 
recent years creeping 
closer and closer it was 
no real surprise 
England were at last 
beaten by a foreign 
invader. And it was a 
great side from 
Hungary. Beaten 6-3, 
England were undone 
by a mixture of their 
own long-ball game and 
exquisite short passing. 
Those who said that the 
day the continentals 
learned to shoot British 
football would have to 
wake up were right. 

By no stretch, though, 
was this a bad England 
side. Tom Finney was 
missing, otherwise the 
team was perfectly 
acoeptable. Critics said 
that it would easily beat 
the Scots which seemed 
to be the somewhat 
tnaiiiar attitude of those 
diqrs. 

Within twenty-eight 


Hiungary, 1953 


minutes the Hu^riganans 
wore 4-1 up Hicleguti 
scored from 20 .yaitls 
within a minute, then 
had another turned 
down as offside b.y the 
Dutch referee, Lao Horn. 
Sewell equalized, only 
for Hungary to si jore 
three in no time 11 was 
disturbing but 
breathtaking. After 
another twenty nii inutes 
Hideguti scoi*ed again. 
After twenty-threo 
minutes Puskas, 


receiving from the left, 
invited Wright’s sliding 
tackle before rolling the 
ball back with his left 
foot and thumping it 
high past Merrick’s left 
hand. The Wembley 
audience were amazed. 
The Hungarians pointed 
out afterwards that the 
skill was in their 
coaching handbook. 
Puskas, with a 
deflection five minutes 
later, took the score to 
4-1, which Mortensen 


narrowed by a goal at | 
half-time. 

After fifty-five 
minutes the past was 
dead and buried for ever. 
Bozsik scored the fifth 
goal with a fine 20-yard 
drive and Hideguti 
completed his hat trick. 
Alf Ramsey’s penalty on 
the hour rounded off the 
scoring, and although 
Grosics had to retire 
with an injured arm and 
was replaced by Geller, a 

Hungary’s last 
goal.. .and the ball is a 
blur 











Hungbrian keeper was 
only a formal 
requirement. 

Mana^r Oustav Sebes 
and ooaoh Quyala Mandi 
had talent at their 
disposal, but their 
training methods were 
advanced and 
eophistioated. Between 
1960 and 1966 
Hungary—^the Olirmpic 
champions—lost Just 
one game, that being the 
1964 World Cup final, a 
match which s^ 
embarrasses them. It 
broke a run of 
twenty-nine games 
without defeat. 
Technically Eire had 
been the first to win on 
England soil, at 
Qoodiaon Park by two 
clear goals in 1949, but 
this was different. 
Hungary had 
reorganised people’s 
view of the game. They 
had oonfiised England 
by using Hideguti, who 
still managed three 
goals, as a deep-lying 
centre forward. Ramsey, 
Eckersley, Johnston, 
Mortensen, Taylor and 
Robb were never to wear 
the white shirt again. 

For Taylor and Robb it 
was their only 
appearance for England. 

As Qeoffiey Green 
wrote in The Times: 
When the ball sailed 
past Merrick for the first 
goal, it flew into the net, 
white and gleaming. It 
looked as if it could be a 
dove of peace. Instead it 
turned out to be a bird of 
ill omen’. 

Great Britain 
Ryder Cup 
Team, 1957 

T he sports pages for 
Sunday, 6 October 
1957, were, for the 
most part, entirely 
prediotahle. Football 
dcwninated the news, 
with an England 




Under-23 team which 
included Don Howe, 
Jimmy Armfield, 
Duncan Edwards, 
Jimmy Greaves and 
Johnny Haynes in the 
wars because of izyuries 
sustained the day before 
in the League fixtures. 
Wolves and West 
Bromwich Albion led the 
First Division, 

Blackpool beat 
Stmderland 7-0, and 
Spurs lost at home 
(again) to Nottingham 
Forest. Liverpool were 
in the Second Division. 

The world mile record 
holder, Derek Ibbotson, 
strolled through two 
races at the Birchfleld 
Harriers’ meeting at 
Perry Barr, and there 
were fears for the health 
and safety of one Victor 
Pepeder of France as he 
was about to climb into 
the ring with the 
liverpool-bseed world 
featherweight 
champion, Hogan Kid 


But whereas these 
features may have hmi 
greater publicity on a 
normal autumn day, 
they were mere 
decorations for the 
centrepiece of the news: 
‘Ryder Cup regained 
aftSr twenty-four 3 rears’; 
‘Rees’s team magnificent 
in the singles’; 
‘Astounding US 
collapse’. 

The match took place 
over two days, Friday. 


Dai Rees led the team 
splcmdidly 

the 4th. 8u;id Saturday 
the 5th of October. After 
Friday’s foursomes, 
observerf i could be 
forgiven if they thought 
that the same old story 
was about to unfold. The 
United States, with 
maximuna efficiency, 
had won t Jie foursomes 
3-1. In those days there 
were nc» complications 
with fourballs, just four 
foursomes on the first 
day. and eight singles 
on the second and final 
day. Only Ken Bousfield 
and the isaptain Dai Rees 
prevented an American 
whitewash. 

The singles began on a 
bluster}^ nmming at 
Lindrick Common, on 
the m<X)re above 
Sheffield. By the middle 
of the day, when the 
totting-up of relevant 
scores had begun. 
Britain were ahead in 
five of the eight singtes 
and nil square in the 
others. The prospect of 
victory inspired the 
British; the thought of 
defeat oommunioated 
itself to the Amerioans. 

Bidtain won six of the 
eigUt singles, and won 
the Ry der Cup for tfis 
first time since 1939, by 
amren matches to four, 
with one halved, lathe 
end it was a rout. Tiie 
usual counter-attadk 
mwercame. 


A rout is never worth 
describing; an attenqit 
to find its cause is more 
worthwhile. The claim 
that the Amerioans were 
short of quality players 
does not stand up. Iheir 
selection prinoii^ were 
always the same, and if 
good players had not 
made the team, it meant 
that they had not 
accrued enough points 
on their own circuits to 
gain selection. 

Some of the 
Americans, however, 
had lost form. Herbert. 
Fungol and Bolt had not 
played well in the USA. 
but their system, in 
which points are given 
over a two-year period, 
meant that a player 
could find himself 
selected after having 
played well in the year 
before the tie. Burke 
himself admitted that to 
use the small ball was a 
mistake. 

But the real reason lay 
in the start to the 
singles. Alter the first 
five holes in each match, 
Britain were up in seven 
and all square in the 
eighth. This suggests 
that the Americans lost 
the Cup rather than that 
the British won it. This 
is unfair. Splendidly led 
by Dai Rees, whohadan 
expwrienoed team tmder 
his command, Britain 
put the United States 
under pressure. It was 
not their teult that the 
Amerioans collapsed. 

The Ryder Cup was 
presented to the 
winning team by Sir 
Stuart Goodwin, who. in 
congratulating Dai 
Rees, modestly omitted 
one important fact. Hs 
hitn— if h w ^ d on ated 
£10,000 to the I^yder 
Cup fund so that he 
could witness the day 
that British goUbrs 
Miouldplayso 
splendidly. 




Lyudmilla Belousova and 
Oleg Protopopov, 1962^9 

a 


O LEG Protopopov and 
LyudmUla 
Beloiisova were the 
first Soviet skaters to 
international 
supremacy. For a 
country where winter 
lasts from October to 
April, and where 
propaganda insists that 
music and art are still 
the basis of their 
culture, it seems 
incredible that it was not 
until the arrival of the 
Protopopovs in the early 
1960s that Russia 
dominated the ice pairs. 
But, having arriv^ on 
the scene, the 
Protopopovs not only 
managed to attract 
international acclaim 
for their covintry, but 
created a new blend of 
technical expertise and 
fluency that brought a 
new dimension to the 
progrramme. 

Oleg was bom in 
1632, Lyudmilla m 
1935. Both became 
interested in the sport at 
a comparatively late 
stage. At the age of 
sixteen Oleg saw a Sonja 
Henjie film and became 
hooked; Lyudmilla was 
also sixteen when she 
decided to persevere 
with ice skating. Theii' 
first meeting, however. 


was a long way off. 

Oleg, based in 
Leningrad, was being 
given skating lessons 
under his mother’s 
guidance, while 
Lyudmilla. from 
Ulyanovsk, a town 
halfway between 
Moscow and the Urals 
on the Volga River, was 
still in their Russian 
sports system. 

Oleg joined the Navy 
for three years; then his 
mother, who was a ballet 
teacher, took her 
22- year-old son to 
Moscow. Also in 
Moscow, on another 
course at the same rink, 
was Lyudmilla 
Belousova. A year later 
they were married and 
set up home in 
Leningrad 

Five years later they 
were selected for their 
first major international 
event, the 1960 
Olympics at Squaw 
Valley. Their lack of 
experience at the 
highest level was 
obvious, but Protopopov 
and Belousova 
(Lyudmilla always used 
her maiden name in 


competitions) finished 
ninth and were already 
exhibiting the style that 
was to become their 
hallmark. Their 
strength and grace were 
noticeable. Oleg was 
only 5 feet 9 inches tall, 
but he towered over his 
wife by some 7 inches. 
The ‘death spiral' was 
their trademark, with 
Lyudmilla lying 
b^kwards, her head 
skimming the ice. It was 
so successful that 
everyone now includes 
the spiral in their 
routine. For three 
successive years, from 
1962 to 1964, the pair 
finished second, in both 
the World and the 
European 
Championships. 

But where more 
appropriate than the 
Olympics to achieve the 
breakthrough. At the 
1964 Innsbruck Games, 
Oleg, now thirty-two, 
and Lyudmilla. now 
twenty-nine, won their 

The ‘death spiral' being 
performed by the 
Firotopopovs. It was 
their trademark 


first gold medal. The 
runners-up, Mariks 
Kilius and Hans Jurgen 
Bsumler of Germany, 
world champions for the 
previous two years, were 
not only beaten into 
second place but 
subsequently lost their 
silver medals for taking 
part in a professional ice 
review. 

During the next four 
years the Protopopovs 
won every competition 
that they entered. They 
regained their title at 
Grenoble in the 1968 
Olympics, receiving 
eight 5 9s for the artistic 
impression and six 5.98 
for technical merit (in 
those days 6.0 was not 
commonplace). They 
ended their amateur 
careers in 1969, 
handing over to Alexei 
Ulanov and Irina 
Rodnina after finishing 
third to the new Russian 
heroes in the European 
Championships and 
second in the World 
Championships. Oleg 
was nearly thirty-seven. 
They became part of a 
professional touring 
company and coached 
their successors. 

Television had made 
them the best-known 
couple in the sporting 



world. They were 
graceful and artistic, 
and skated as one. At the 
end of their amateur 
career Oleg said, ‘How 
can these skaters who 
are only brother and 
sister convey the love 
and emotion that exists 
between man and 
woman. We skate from 
the heart... to us it is a 
spiritual beauty, not a 
performance for which 
we are measured by 
points'. 

In a later interview 
Oleg admitted that he 
had sometimes thought 
that he was too old to 
dedicate himself to the 
sport. ‘When 1 joined the 
Russian Navy in 1951, 
they tried to drill this 
namby-pamby sport out 
of me. But I preferred 
tracing figures of eight 
as opposed, as you 
people say, to having 
one over the eight.’ 

United States 
4 x 400 Relay 
Team, 1968 


W HAT constitutes a 
perfect team? The 
American 

4X400-metres relay 
team which won the 
gold medal in the 1968 
Olympics in a world 
record time which still 
stood in 1985 is an 
obvious example. 

The team consisted of 
the athletes who had 
won the three medals in 
the individual 
400-metres event—Lee 
Evans, Larry James and 
Ron Freeman. The 
fourth man was a 
former world record 
holder who had finished 
fourth in the US trials. 
Vlnoe Matthews went on 
to win the individual 
gold medal in the 400 
metres four years later 
at the Munich Olympics. 
In 1908 the top twelve 


400-metres runners in 
the world were all 
Americems. 

‘The Hnal, on 80 
October, saw the United 
States going for a world 
record. It was Ron 
Freeman’s amazing 
second leg that was the 
decisive factor. His 43.8 
seconds was the fastest 
leg ever in a 
4X400-metres relay. 
Anchorman Lee Evans 
finished the race 30 
yards clear of the second 
man, Charles Asatl 
(Kenya). Their world 


record time of 8.56,1 
was altered by the lAAF 
on 1 January 1981 to 
8.66.16. 

Sadly the Americans 
did not defend their 
marvellous performance 
at Mvmich. Ihey had to 
name a squad of six. of 
which any four could 
run. Two of the team, 


Larry James to Lee 
Evans and the race is as 
good as won for the 
American team 






Vince Matthews and 
Wayne Collett, gold and 
silver medallists in the 
individual 400 metres, 
were sent home for their 
behaviour on the 
Winners’ rostrum. That 
reduced the squad to 
four. Then it was 
aimounced that John 
Smith, who was injured 
in the 400-metre8 final, 
had pulled a hamstring. 
That left three athletes, 
including l^ee Evans, 
and, as a conmquence, 
the team had to 
vnthdraw 







T he Combmation of 
Nyinsky, Lester 
Pigsott and Vinoent 
O’Brien—^the best hor^, 
jockey and trainer of 
recent times— proved 
outstanding in 1970 
when Nijinsky became 
the first horse since 
Bahram in 1035 to win 
the Triple Crown of the 
2000 Guineas, the Derby 
andtheStLeger. 

Lester Piggott, who 
holds the record for a 
jockey of twenty-nine 
classic wins, says that 
Nijinsky was the 
greatest horse he ever 
rode. Vincent O’Brien, 
the leading English 
trainer in 1966 and 
1977 and with sixteen 
classic wins between 
1953 and 1984, says 
that Nijinsky was the 
greatest horse he ever 
trained. The credentials 
of both jockey and 
trainer give authority to 
their assessment of the 
horse. 

Nijinsky was born in 
1967, bred in Ontario, 
by Northern Dancer out 
of Flaming Page. A bay, 
he stood at 16.3 hands 


Lester Piggott 
and Vincent O’Brien, 
1969-70 


when fully grown. He 
was bought by Mr 
Charles Engelhard on 
the advice of Vinoent 
O’Brien for $84,000 and 
made his debut as a 
two-year-old in the Erne 
Maiden Stakes which he 
won at odds of 11 to 4 
on. His jockey was Liam 
Ward who rode him to 
three move victories that 
season. Hie firat win 
with Piggott was the 
Dewhurst Stakes In the 
same year 
In 1970, as a 
three-year-old, Nijinsky 
won the Gladness Stakes 
at the Curragh, again 
with Ward, and then 


An e^/ay win in the 
Dewhurst Stakes at 
Newmarket and Lester 
Piggott and Nijinsky 
have announced their 
outstanding credentials 


with Piggott ran in his 
first classic, the 2000 
Guineas. He became 
sweated up in the parade 
ring before the race, but 
nevertheless he won 

In the Derby Nijinsky 
beat the more fancied 
Oyr, the son of the great 
Sea Bird, despite 
suffering an attack of 
colic twenty-four hours 
before the race. After the 
Derby he went on to win 
the Irish Derby (with 
Ward riding), and then, 
with Piggott, produced a 
magniBoent 
performance to beat 
Blakeney, the 1969 
Derby winner, in the 
King George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth 11 
Diamond Stakes. 

In his third classic of 
the season, the St Leger, 
Nijinsky romped to the 
treble, winning hy e 
length from 
MeadowvlUe. 


After eleven 
consecutive wins, five 
with Piggott as his 
rider. Nijinsky was 
beaten in his last two 
races. Experts later 
suggested that O’Brien 
perhaps rah the horse a 
httle too often. ’The Prix 
de L’Arc de Triomphe 
was his eighth major 
outing of the season and 
Nijinsky was obviously 
jaded. Certainly 
O’Brien’s later Derby 
winners ran far less 
frequently. After a 
second place in the 
Champion Stakes, 
Nijinsky was retired. He 
had won a then record 
£282,359 in prize 
money. 













S UNDAY. 28 Auffust. 
The repereuuioiM 
of too xnaxur wliie* 
Inqn i» ofShst * ftuntl> 
iar hi&flUnn. 
taka In tiavaakar ra> 
tlnB*. 

Blaaxy eyes doae Im- 
nukUi^y. The aaind ze> 
apoada with a laay. 
"Qawd, how maay timee 
haa he aaid that befbr^ 
Ifa abnoat beoosaelike a 
little game in itaetf. 

But wait The etate- 
ment haa been made at 
Lord’s. In England. At 
the 200th aimivwsaxy 
oelelHBtions of the MCXi. 
The very haetion of fair 
play' and uprightneaa. 
Go Oavaalcar must he ae* 
rloua. 

WelL.. a dsoiaion ae> 
rious enough to he 
heralded hy a atn^Eefld 
188'aad the mandatory 
thunder and l^phtning. 
Gavaskar; always the 
ehowman. He arrived in 
^le. 16 years 990 at 
Port Spain. And as die 
hero heesune a star and 
disn a legend it «ms ch- 
viouB that hie exit must 
be as olassy as hie 
patented fliok off the 
toea. 

ihs contribution to the 
■game technique and 
oonoentration .. records 
.«and eUbeequently their 
effliot (and his) on the 
game are aubjeota best 
left to orkdcet ocore^xm' 
dmts themaelvee. Mun* 
dane and hiatcuioal mat* 
tars. Better then, to deal 
with the etranger, more 
frivcdous reperounions 
of hie final retirement. 

There are three peo¬ 
ples ot die orickating 
world who are un* 
doubtedly jubilant over 
this ‘perhaps* prokmged 
decision. The etatlsd- 
dan is the first. Inclu¬ 
sive of international, 
national, ilruTisetlr a-rxi 
dtared records, Gavas¬ 
kar has 44. Ay^ox- 
Imatel^. 

M 


VkasB avancy time he 
aooredarttn, albdtany- 
edaexe ta tbs world, a 
mslority of them have to 
bsa^ter^ And he aoores 
a he^va lot of diem. 
Psydiiatriste were soon 
introduced to a new 

pl\<Mr>lnm i iT | rti^ f,V>a 

Syndrwne, where stat- 
ietioiana would begin to 
tedtcAi and firath every 
time Ctevaakar strode 
into hat. 

There has been 
rumour that the retire¬ 
ment decision was 
oooroed to an extent by a 
strongly worded letter 
from the Aaaooiatlcm De 
StadiAioian. 

Commentators, from 
the dry yet poetic Arlott 
to the emooth Benaud 
and onto the long 
winded Fr^un De Vitre 
too, are very ideased. 
Phraeee like “peerleeB 
teohnique" "yet another 
oextiauy" "I can see his 
Nike headband" and 
^oertelnly one et the 
finest openers ever" 
were hqginping to irri¬ 


tate both the reciter and 
die listener. 

The third n^egcSy of 
revellere are dT course 
the forgotten Indian 
opeimrs. Tat how many 
Masons have Arun Lai, 
Navjot Sidhu and others 
plugged away relen- 
tleaaly, accumulating 
runs, improving techni¬ 
que yet constayitly 
aware that a Test place 
remained almost a Xsn- 
tasy. 

Arun Lai remains a 
stolid admirer of Gavas¬ 
kar and although he 
may not have broken 
open the proverbial bot¬ 
tle. I would wager he 
allowed himself more 
than a little smile. The 
ohanoe has finally come. 
The West Indies post 
World Cup tour should 
bring a litde reality for 
these gmidemen and a 
new heculeobe for some 
new eetectors. 

And there are other 
reactions to this histor¬ 
ical retirement. KapU 


' . it.: ' k 

Dev is- rumourad lb ha 
dsaply upset widi Son¬ 
ny's decision and baa 
asked him to wwomddbr. 
Otherwise it cookL'mean 
the end of Kapll’e career 
too. simply hseauee 
Kapil hsa hsocane depqn- 
dent on the exoitamant 
of their tiffs as motiva¬ 
tion. Now vridl Gavas¬ 
kar gone, nothing could 
ever ever be the earn . 
again. In the interest oi 
Indian cricket hcqiefully 
Vengsarkar vdll be abb 
to assume hie fellow 
Bombayiteh role. 

Nike management; 
also in a bit of a i 
following the reti a- 
ment. Hie cpieetion ie, 
"Who will be the new 
wearer of the cxmtrove 
sial headband?”. Prob¬ 
lem is the headband 
(worn surreptitiously 
under a cap) is displayed 
before a global TV audi¬ 
ence only when a) the 
batsman acknowledges 
a century by raising 
both bat and caap, and b) 
after a long stint at the | 
orMse the batsman re* 1 
moves his cap to wipe 1 
the sweat off. Gavaskar 1 
with his innumerabte ' 
centuries and orease- 
oocuping ability was a , 
perfct fit. Unfortuna^y 
none of the other Indian . 
batsman are very good 
at centuries or at ' 
staying. 

Of course everytlting 
could be stieigfatened 
out if Gavacdcar oalled a 
prsee oinifkrenoe tomor¬ 
row cmly to make Xhie 
umpteenth retirement; 
oanoellation. And no one 
vrauld be surprised. Tve 
ga$ a vrager on it. 

P.S. My apology, Ifr.^ 
Gavaskar if yom a|w 
affronted ty tide ptkoe. 
Prchtem is: v^th aaetyk 
one bending ovejir.|)|(^-;''' 
wards to emy.'';nihf 
^tngs. somemie 
keep the bslanoe.' 



11w inks mansgemsnt an also in a bit of a tisa 
ftdloikng tba rettrsmant 















ELL 151: 


WHY l£T PULLED MUSCLES 
RUIN HIS WORKOUTS? 







DISCXIVER THE POWER OF HEALING 
IN YOUR OWN HANDS 



The warm, gentle touch of 
your hands and the healing 
power of lodex — that's wnat he 
needs. So keep lodex handy 
Because lodex is the bolm with 
Iodine which heals the miured 
tissues, and Methyl Salicylate 
which relieves the pain 
lodex twice-a-day is twice os 
effective. 

Doctors recommend that you 
use lodex twice-o-doy till the pain 


subsides.,.ond a couple of days 
thereafter Becouse pain is only 
the symptom, whereas the real 
pioblem IS tissue injury. 

So, whenever any of youi 
deal ones suffer from pulled 
muscles, sprains, stiff joints, or 
bodyaches, massage a little 
lodex Twice a day and they'll 
thank you for putting them pack 
in action twice as fast 


- AN ESKAYEF PRODUCT 


lODBX - THE ONE BALM WITH HEALING POWER 
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Sugar'n spice and all that’s nice. 
That’s what Morton Sweets are 
made of. 

Full of creamy,milky goodness. And 
glucose for that extra energy. A 
delicious choice of Chocolate and 
Coconut Cookies, Rose Eclairs 
Chocolate, Supreme, Deluxe toffees, 
Lactobonbons. And many, many 
more. 

So take your pick. Morton Sweets 
are delicious. 


Offer a Morton, share a smile. 
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